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E D I T O R I A L

Dear children’

Books are boring aren’t they? And no one likes to read 
the same over and over again, but we seem to have 
no option. why don’t you follow Inu and Shubhu’s foot 
steps. Inu and Shubhu were best friends in school and 

they were good in studies too. It was not like this two years ago. 
while Inu likes history and geography Shubhu likes maths and 
science. So one day they decided that they will only study the 
subject of their choice and help each other with the boring 
subjects.

 So Inu would convert all the boring history lessons into 
stories for Shubhu and Shubhu would do the same for Inu. It 
really worked and they both started getting good marks in their 
tests. The teachers were happy and then one day her English 
teacher saw them telling stories to each other during the off 
period. She was very happy at the way both helped each other 
with overcoming the boring subjects and do good in studies. 
She told the class and everyone clapped for them. from then 
onwards whosoever had any problem with their studies they 
followed Shubhu and Inu’s way of story telling and studies was 
never boring again.

So children studies may not be interesting every time but 
if you try you can surely find ways to make it interesting and 
believe me there will never be a dull moment again.

Keep reading for there is no age to learn and no age to gain 
knowledge

Cheers

Winning does not mean doing 
Well in studies and being 

first in class. Winning is 
doing better than What you 

did before and you have no 
competition With any one else 

but yourself

JonaKi banerJee mail to editor: @kalpanamag
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di and Dave 2 brothers had a hearty  breakfast, packed their bags  and got ready for 
another exciting day at school. “listen you both, take a rickshaw to school” said their 
mother as they were about to leave and she handed over a rupees 50 note to Adi for 
the rickshaw expense.

The school was 2 streets down the lane, many rickshaws passed by but ignored by 
Adi and Dave this was not a new practice but a practice going on for the past 3 days, so 
they had saved rupees 150 formerly add to that today’s rupee 50 would make it rupee 
200. “200 rupees it is, Dave we are ready for the christmas party.” said Adi as the duo 
reached their destination, St Pauls School. 

“So students we have collected rupees 2000 for the christmas party all of you 20 
little kids have saved rupees 100 each from your daily expenses without asking for the 
whole amount directly from your parents and that calls for a clapping for all of you, 

so we have finally crossed our budget for the Christmas party which was rupees 
1400 for the cake and snacks for all of you, the surplus budget of rupees 600 

is for the new year cake,” said miss Paulina the class teacher.
All the 20 students looked a bit blank as they had heard the word budget 

for the first time.“OK so looks like budget is a new word for all of you. So 
who knows about budget?” asked miss Paulina.
“ma’am I think it’s a programme, I’ve seen dad watching it over sometimes 

claimed Dave as Adi nodded.
“Yes, it comes on the T.V but not as a programme but to inform the public of the 

country like all of us about how the govt is planning to spend money in different indus-

storycover cover story
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By Anshumoy mukhERJEE

BUDGET
BASH

Budget is not only for the nation or the state only. every 
one makes some sort of Budget Before spending so kids you 
should  also learn to spend your money wisely and save for 

your favourite things

A
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tries. It is the estimated total of expense, 
just like the budget for our christmas was 
rupees 1400 whereas the extra 600 rupees 
in this case will be known as the surplus 
budget, it is the surplus budget which we 
will spend on the new year cake but there 
is another twist in here supposedly if we 
were falling short by 200 rupees for the 
christmas party i.e. if we had rupee 1200 
at our disposal we would have fallen short 
by 200 for our expenses which amounts 
rupees 1400 so when the govt falls short of 
it’s planned expenses like in a case where 
the money government receives is less than 
the planned expenses it is called budget 

deficit.”
“can we know how the budget system 

works ma’am?” asked a curious student
“look kids, the government receives 

money which is known as receipts they re-
ceive the money from us the general public 
in the form of tax from various sources such 
as entertainment tax, income tax when the 
government receives taxes from the public 
this receipt is known as the revenue re-
ceipt. The other means of acquiring money 
is by non tax revenue for example – all the 
companies run by the governmentof India 
contribute to provide the non tax revenue 
through their earning other factors of earn-
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Just liKe the revenue 
receipts and the capital 

receipts We have the 
revenue expenditure and 

capital expenditure Which 
is contributes to the 

expenses of the govt. the 
revenue receipts occur 

in the form of defense 
services that is buying 
guns and tanKs for the 

army then there is payment 
of salaries to the WorKers 

in the government run 
companies

INTERESTING 

FACTS ABOUT

UNION 
BUDET

ing non tax revenue are penalties and fines by the 
government, just like when I charge fine when 
you all come late and that money goes into the 
class bank for future parties or class expenses. 
Then the government also receives gifts from the 
government of other countries so this also makes 
up the non tax revenue.” 

“But where does the government spend the 
money the nation wants to know’’? Adi asked 
in the tone of Arnabgoswami the famous news 
presenter as the class shared a laugh.

“just like the revenue receipts and the capital 
receipts we have the revenue expenditure and 
capital expenditure which is contributes to the 
expenses of the govt. The revenue receipts oc-

cur in the form of defense services that 
is buying guns and tanks for the army 
then there is payment of salaries to the 
workers in the government run compa-
nies as well as the pension to the senior 
citizens expense on health services etc. 
Now coming to capital expenditure it is 
expense on luxury services like setting up 
the metro stations and the metro rail in 
Delhi comes under capital expenditure 
or we can also take the example of the 
Agra expressway, any expense which can 
make the life of the general public easier 
is known as capital expenditure. I hope 
that was interesting for all of you and 
meet you all tomorrow for the christmas 
bash you all deserve it,”  concluded miss 
Paulina as the bell rang.

later that night as Adi and Dave 
watched news related to budget on the 
T.V their father was surprised and happy 
but giggled at the thought of them trying 
to understand the news. “Dad what was 
the govt budget for railways this year?” 
asked Adi, as the father was taken aback 

on their bed all ready Dave and Adi 
discussed what they had learnt in the 
class, this day was very exciting for both 
of them as they both had learnt about a 
new concept known as budget. 

the government 
receives money 
Which is KnoWn 

as receipts they 
receive the money 

from us the general 
public in the form 

of tax from various 
sources1 The word 'budget' has its origin in french 

word 'bougette' which means small bag.
India has had 25 finance ministers since 

Independence.

2 Independent India's first Union Budget was 
presented by R.K.Shanmukham chetty on 
Nov 26, 1947.

3 The next finance minister, c.D. Deshmukh 
presented the first budget in the first elected 
Parliament on the basis of adult franchise.

4 maximum no. of times Union Budget was 
presented by 5th Pm of India and fm morarji 
Desai. he presented it 10 times. Twice he 

presented it on his birthday on 29 feb 1964 and 
1968.

5 Printing of Budget documents starts roughly 
a week ahead of presenting it in the par-
liament with a customary halwa ceremony 

which is served to officers and support staff in-
volved. They remain isolated and stay in the north 
Block office until the Budget is presented. Halwa 
is served by fm also.

6 Earlier Budget was presented at 5 pm in the 
evening on the last working day, inherited 
from colonial era, when British Parliament 

would pass the budget in noon, followed by In-
dia in the evening. It only changed in 2001 by 
mr Yashwant Sinha, since then union budget is 
presented at 11 am.
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PROUD
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in this column we will 
Bring you great human 

achievements. this issue it 
is the Best of indians

mIss woRlD

InDIA’s  
noBEl lAuREAtEs 

Dhan Gopal Mukerji, first 
Indian to win any literary award 

(the Newbery medal) in the 
United States, in 1927 for gay 

Neck, the Story of a Pigeon 

Nirad C. Chaudhuri, first Indian 
to win a major non-fiction 

award, the Duff Cooper Prize 
in the United Kingdom, in 1966 

for The continent of circe 

Arundhati Roy won the Booker 
prize for her brilliant and 

poetic novel "The god of Small 
Things" in the year 1997 making 
her the first Indian & woman to 
receive the prestigious award. 

Commandeur of the Order of Arts and 
Letters: mrinal Sen  

Chevalier of the Order of Arts and Letters: 
Sivajiganesan

DadasahebPhalke Award: Devika Rani in 1969 

Ashoka Chakra Award to a civilian: D.K. 
jatar (posthumous) and m.c Dixit, captain 
and co-captain respectively, of the sabotaged 
plane Kashmir Princess, for “most conspicuous 
bravery, daring and self-sacrifice” 

Magsaysay Award: VinobaBhave, 1958 

Oscar for Lifetime Achievement: Satyajit Ray 

Nishan-e-Pakistan:morarjiDesai, 
may 19, 1990 

ReitaFaria  in 1965

mIss unIvERsE

Sushmita Sen(1994) 
mIss EARth

Diamirza (2001) 

noBEl pRIZE In physICs

c. V. Raman (1930) 

Dr c.V. Raman

Dr. SarvepalliRadhakrishnanc. Rajagopalachari

noBEl pRIZE In lItERAtuRE

Rabindranath Tagore (1913) 

noBEl pRIZE In mEDICInE

hargobind Khorana (1968) 

FoRD supERmoDEl oF thE woRlD

Bipasha Basu (1996) 
noBEl pEACE pRIZE

mother Teresa (1979) 
noBEl pRIZE In physICs

Subrahmanyan chandrasekhar (1983) 
noBEl pRIZE In EConomICs

Amartya Sen (1998) 
noBEl pRIZE In ChEmIstRy

VenkatramanRamakrishnan (2009) 

BhARAt
RAtnA

1954

janUary-fEbrUary, 2017
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 By sARAs GuptA

MAKING  
CALCULATIONS  
FUN WITH THE  

NUMBER 9 45980294
x  99999999
45980293/54019706
The above calculation takes 5 seconds. hard to believe? 
And this calculation can’t even be done on your calcula-
tor. let’s learn the trick
Steps involved.
(1) we subtract one from the above number and write 

it down i.e. 45980294 -1 = 45980293. This becomes 
our left hand side product.

(2) Then from 9 we subtract each number individually of 
the left hand answer. To make it simple this is what 
is done : 9 – 4 / 9 – 5 / 9 – 9 / 9 – 8 / 9 – 0 / 9 -2 
/ 9 – 9 / 9 – 3 = 54019706 (the right hand side part 
of our answer)

(3) Remember we subtract the left hand answer from 
9 and not the original number.our last subtraction 
should be 9 – 3 and not 9 – 4.

85
x  99
84/15
Steps involved:
(1) first check whether the number of 9’s and the prod-

uct is same i.e. number of 9’s which is 2 is equal to the 
number of numbers in the product 85 which is also 2.

(2) we subtract one from the above number and write 
it down i.e. 85 -1 = 84. This becomes our left hand 
side product.

(3) Then from 9 we subtract each number individually of 
the left hand answer. To make it simple this is what 
is done : 9 – 8 / 9 – 4 = 15 (the right hand side part 
of our answer)

(4) Remember we subtract the left hand answer from 
9 and not the original number. our last subtraction 
should be 9 – 4 and not 9 – 5.

375
x 999
374/625
Steps involved:
(1) first check whether the number of 9’s and the prod-

uct is same i.e. number of 9’s which is 3 is equal to 
the number of numbers in the product 375 which 
is also 3.

(2) we subtract one from the above number and write 
it down i.e. 375 -1 = 374. This becomes our left hand 
side product.

(3) Then from 9 we subtract each number individually of 
the left hand answer. To make it simple this is what 
is done : 9 – 3 / 9 – 7 / 9 - 4 = 625 (the right hand 
side part of our answer)

(4) Remember we subtract the left hand answer from 
9 and not the original number. our last subtraction 
should be 9 – 4 and not 9 – 5.

Practice the following

83495
x 99999

954305
x 999999

55
x 99

alculation is boring, isn't it? But trust me, it can be 
REAl fun when you know some mental tricks and 
you can get the answer within 5 seconds. This ar-
ticle will show you some tricks which will help you 
multiply with number 9 and 11 very easily. In fact 
you will be able to calculate what calculators can't 
even do and you will need scientific calculators for 
such calculations.

whenever you are multiplying a number with 
some number of 9, then there are some tricks 
which will make your calculation really simple. 
The numbers of factors always have to be equal 
while calculating for this trick to work. In the ex-
ample below, the first factor has 8 numbers and 
2nd factor has 8 numbers as well.

C

Whenever you 
are multiplying 

a number With 
some number 

of 9, then there 
are some tricKs 

Which Will maKe 
your calculation 

really simple. 
the numbers 

of factors 
alWays have to 

be equal While 
calculating for 

this tricK to 
WorK
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FLOATING 
EGG

What you’ll need

one egg

water

Salt

A tall drinking glass

InstructIons

1. Pour water into the glass until it is about half full.

2. Stir in lots of salt (about 6 tablespoons).

3. carefully pour in plain water until the glass is nearly full (be 
careful to not disturb or mix the salty water with the plain 
water).

4. gently lower the egg into the water and watch what 
happens.

What’s happenIng?

Salt water is denser than ordinary tap water, the denser 
the liquid the easier it is for an object to float in it. 
when you lower the egg into the liquid it drops through 
the normal tap water until it reaches the salty water, 
at this point the water is dense enough for the egg to 
float. If you were careful when you added the tap water 
to the salt water, they will not have mixed, enabling the 
egg to amazingly float in the middle of the glass.

What’s happenIng?

The baking soda (sodium bicarbonate) is a base while the vinegar 
(acetic acid) is an acid. when they react together they form carbon-
ic acid which is very unstable, it instantly breaks apart into water 
and carbon dioxide, which creates all the fizzing as it escapes the 
solution.For extra effect you can make a realistic looking volcano. It 
takes some craft skills but it will make your vinegar and baking soda 
eruptions will look even more impressive!

 What you'll need

Vinegar

A container to hold everything and avoid a big mess!

Paper towels or a cloth (just in case)

InstructIons

   1. Place some of the baking soda into your container.

   2. Pour in some of the vinegar

   3. watch as the reaction takes place!

ERUPTING 

VOLCANO
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What you’ll need

lemon

Drinking glass

water

1 teaspoon of baking soda
`
InstructIons

1. Squeeze as much of the juice from the lemon as you can into 
the glass.

2. Pour in an equal amount of water as lemon juice.

3. Stir in the teaspoon of baking soda.

4. give the mixture a taste and add in some sugar if you think it 
needs to be sweeter.

What's happenIng?

The mixture you created should go 
bubbly and taste like a lemonade, 
soda, fizzy or soft drink, if you 
added some sugar it might even 
taste like a lemon flavored soft 
drink you've bought at a store. 
The bubbles that form when you 
add the baking soda to the lemon 
mixture are carbon dioxide (co2), 
these are the same bubbles you'll 
find in proper fizzy drinks. Of course 
they add a few other flavored 
sweeteners but it's not much dif-
ferent to what you made. If you are 
wondering how the carbon dioxide 
bubbles formed, it was because 
you created a chemical reaction 
when you added the lemon (an 
acid) to the baking soda (a base).
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THE 
SPEAKING 
TORTOISE

ukta what are you upto again. Don’t read the book now 
it will hurt your eyes”, said jhimli. She was tired of her 
daughter’s reading habits. mukta, a bubbly young girl of 
10, would read anything she would lay her hands upon 
and despite strict instructions from the doctor, she could 
not get over her habit. her eyes were going from bad 
to worse but she could not care less. her heart surgeon 
father and teacher mother were unable to control this 
reading habit of hers. 

mukta was in the midst of reading her favourite 
story, “The hare and the Tortoise.” She laughed at 
what happened to the hare marveled at the tor-
toise who used its head and that cleverness as a 
match for physical superiority of the hare.“ what 
made the tortoise come up with such a brilliant 
idea,” she thought aloud. “Despite its handicap it 
triumphed over the situation. I wish I could do something 
like that. I want to read but this doctor uncle would not let 

me by the time my eyes are cured I will 
die of boredom. I wish I could under-
stand the language of the birds and 
animals. Then I would know about 
them and my eyes will also not hurt,” 

she thought. 
Then laughed at her stupidity and closed 

her book and kept it aside and went down for dinner. 
At the same time a fairy was passing from above and 

M
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mukta  loved reading especially 
animals stories , But due to her eye 

proBlem her mother would not let 
her read.  one day she wished she 

had the powers to understand the 
language of animals  and fairy queen 

granted her the wish 

By JonAkI  BAnERJEE
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she decided to grant mukta her wish on condition that would forget 
about it when she was up and awake but remember the things she 
learnt from the conversations.

That night after her dinner when mukta went to bed she put her 
storybook by side table. Suddenly she heard a quaint voice “mukta 
dear can you hear me,” she looked around puzzled and suddenly 
she realized that the tortoise in the book had come alive on the page 
and had started talking to her. for once she thought that she was 
dreaming and pinched herself hard. But no, it was true, the tortoise 
had indeed walked out of the book and was sitting on top of her table 
lamp and talking to her. The tortoise began by saying: “hi mukta!  It’s 
great that you have learnt a lesson from the story about the hare and 
me. Smart girl I must say…”

“Thanks”, said mukta. “But I don’t understand what is all this,” 
she said. “mukta you had asked for a wish and it has been granted. 

from now on the wonderful world of 
animals will open up before you and 
you will know more about them. You 
don’t have to read those voluminous 
books ,” said the tortoise.

 “wow that is great! Now what do 
we talk about?” she asked. “obvious-
ly, about me,” said the tortoise. You 
ask me anything about me and my 
family and I will tell you,” the tortoise 
said.  “ok great…to begin with tell 
me how old are you?”,mukta asked 
sitting straight. The tortoise replied: 
“I’m not as young as I look; I am ac-
tually 90 years old. Tortoises live for 
about 250 years. we tortoises gener-

ally have lifespan comparable with those of human beings. Because 
of this, we symbolize longevity in some cultures, like the chinese 
culture. The oldest tortoise ever recorded was Tu’imalila, who was 
presented to the Tongan royal family by the British explorer captain 
cook shortly after its birth in 1777. Tuimalila remained in the care of 
the Tongan royal family until its death by natural causes on may 19, 
1965. Tu’imalila’s mortal remains is preserved in a glass box at the 
museum of the Tonga National centre,”the tortoise ssaid.

“This means that upon its death, Tuimalila was 188 years old,” 
mukta said. “And what about Adwita at the Kolkata zoo?my mom has 
a pic sitting on top of it,” asked mukta.

“The Alipore Zoo was the home to Adwaita, which zoo officials 
claimed was the oldest living animal until its death on march 23, 2006. 
Adwaita was an Aldabra giant Tortoise brought 
to India by lord wellesley who handed it 
over to the Alipur Zoological gardens in 
1875 when the zoo was set up. Zoo 
officials state they have documenta-
tion showing that Adwaita was at 
least 130 years old. Adwaita was 
said to be the pet of Robert clive.” 

toises, fresh water turtles and sea turtles among us. I live on dry land, 
for example. I prefer fields, soft soil and grapevines. Fresh water turtles, 
the kind you keep in aquariums, like lakes and river banks. Sea turtles 
live in the warm seas and come onto land to lay their eggs. let me tell 
you something interesting about the caretta sea turtle: carettas  go to 
warm beaches to lay their eggs. After that the young turtles are born, 
they head toward the light reflected off the sea, in other words, they 
go straight toward where they will live. “

“A turtle …but just tell me what is the difference between a turtle 
and a tortoise?” asked mukta.

“In general, turtles live in or near the water and have adapted to 
swim by holding their breath underwater. Tortoises live primarily in 
arid regions, built for storing their own water supply and walking on 
sandy ground. In a biological respect, 
a tortoise is a kind of a turtle, but not 
all turtles are tortoises. All types of 
land and aquatic turtles come in 
a wide range of sizes, colors, and 
shapes. Turtles may live in freshwa-
ter, the ocean, or brackish ponds and 
marshland. Their front feet might be 
fins or merely webbed toes with 
streamlined back feet to help them 
swim. Turtles have flatter backs than 
tortoises, and may spend all or part of 
their lives underwater. They mate and 
lay eggs underwater or on the shore. 
Some turtles sun themselves on logs, 
rocks, or sandy banks. During cold 
weather, they burrow in mud and go 

into torpor, a state simi-
lar to hibernation. Sea 
turtles migrate great 
distances. They are 
more often omnivorous, eating plants, insects, and 

fish.Tortoises live entirely above water, only wading into 
streams to clean themselves or to drink. In fact, they could drown 

in deep or swift current. Their feet are hard, scaly, and nubby so it 
can crawl across sharp rocks and sand. Tortoises often have claws to 
dig burrows, which they occupy during hot, sunny weather or during 
sleep. Tortoises are mostly herbivorous, eating cactus, shrubs, and 
other plants that have a lot of moisture. They rarely migrate. Their 
shell forms a rounded dome, allowing the tortoise’s limbs and head 
to withdraw for protection”, said the tortoise.

“wow you have such a amazing world,” said mukta.
“Yes”, said the tortoise. “You know even in hindy mythology there 

is a reference to lord Vishnu assuming the form of a tortoise in the 
kurma avatar to save the mother earth from destruction therefore in 
some cultures we are even worshipped”, said the tortoise.

“Thank you for giving me such important information,” said mukta. 
“You are always welcome young girl and god bless you”, said the 
tortoise and he went back into the pages of the book.
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mukta's worldmukta's world

the record 
for the 

longest-lived 
vertebrate 

is succeeded 
only by one 

other, a 
Koi named 

hanaKo Whose 
death on July 
17, 1977 ended 
a 215 year life 

span
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We love 
yelloW 

squash. our 
eyes are 

very sharp, 
and they 

see yelloWs 
best. that 

means We can 
easily find 

our favorite 
food,” 

responded 
the tortoise

hello

The tortoise said.
 “Now, what’s your favorite 

season?” she asked getting 
inquisitive.

The tortoise replied: 
“warm weather is 
very important for 

our survival. our body 
temperature changes with the tem-
perature of the air around us and is 

usually between 32.2 and 32.4 fahr-
enheit (0.1 and 0.2 degrees celcius) 
lower than that of the air. our digestive 
system speeds up as the temperature 
becomes hotter. god gave us this 
characteristic to make it easier for us to 
survive when it is very hot.” The tortoise 
added.  mukta  then wondered aloud: 
“what’s your favorite food?”

“we love yellow squash. our eyes 

are very sharp, and they see yellows 
best. That means we can easily find our 
favorite food,” responded the tortoise. 
“Do you hibernate in winter?” mukta 
shot back. The tortoise explained: 
“Yes. when the weather gets colder, 
from october on, and food becomes 
harder to find, our bodies slow down 
and we protect ourselves by going to 
sleep for several months. our heartbeat 

and our breathing also slows down. we 
hibernate between october and march. 
As a matter of fact we are not awake 
when we don’t have anything to eat. 
You know sleep at just the right time.”

mukta had more to ask: “I know you 
live on dry land, but I also think some 
of you live in the water. can you tell 
me about them? The tortoise smiled: 
“You’re right, young girl. There are tor-
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 By shuBhAnGI

oumen was a wealthy farmer. he owned 
huge chunks on land on the outskirts of 
Kolkata. his prized possession was his 
two pets Badshah and Begum. Soumen 
said he loved them the most which 
made his sons manas and Tapas very 
angry. when Begum littered she had 
six puppies, Soumen was very happy he 
wanted to keep all of them in his sprawl-
ing farm house. But manas, Tapas and 
their mother would not let them be so 
he has to sell them. with a heavy heart 
he painted a sign advertising the pups 
and set about nailing it to a poll on the 
edge of his farmyard. As he was driving 
the last nail into the poll, he felt a tug on 
his Kurta. he looked down into the eyes 
of a little boy. 

"Kaku," he said, "I want to buy one 

CARING SOUL

of your puppies." 
"well," said the Soumen, as he rubbed the 

sweat off the back of his neck, "these puppies 
come from fine breed of dogs and cost a good 
deal of money." 

The boy dropped his head for a moment. Then 
reaching deep into his pocket, he pulled out a 
handful of change and held it up to Soumen. 
"I've got Rs 3.50 piase only. Is that enough to take 
a look?""Sure," said the Soumen, trying hard to 
control his laughter. 

And with that he let out a whistle, "here, Be-
gum, oyeBadshahaajaaaaa!" he called.

out from the doghouse and down the ramp 
ran Badshah followed by Begum. After them fol-
lowed by five little balls of fur. Their jet black coats 
shone in the setting sun. The little bov seemed a 
little disturbed and looked dejected. he  pressed 
his face against the fence. As the dogs made their 
way to the fence, the little boy noticed something 
else stirring inside the doghouse. Slowly another 
little ball appeared; this one was  smaller. It slid 
down the ramp. Then in a somewhat awkward 
manner the little pup began hobbling toward the 
others, doing its best to catch up.... Suddenly the 
little boy's eyes danced with delight and he smiled 
from ear to ear.

Soumen looked at the direction and saw Bhulu 
the last of the puppies sliding down the ramp. 
"I want that one," the little boy said, pointing to 
the puppy. 

Soumen knelt down at the boy's side and said, 
"Beta, don't take that puppy. he will never be able 
to run and play with you like these other dogs 
would."

with that the little boy stepped back from the 
fence, reached down, and began rolling up one leg 
of his trousers. This revealed a steel brace running 
down both sides of his leg attaching itself to a spe-
cially made shoe. looking back up at the Soumen, 

he said, "You see Kaku, I don't run too well myself, 
and I am left all alone. This puppy will need some-
one who understands him and is like him. I know 
how bad it is when all the boys including manas 
and Tapas laugh at me. I don't want Bhulu to be 
laughed at by others as they laugh at me. I want 
to love and be loved. So, please let me have him. 
I will take money from baba and then take him 

home. Please don’t give him to anyone…"
Soumen was speechless at the little kid's ma-

turity, he felt tears trickling down his cheeks. he 
picked him up and said "son from today Bhulu is 
only yours and it is a gift from me .You don’t have 
to pay for it." 

The little kid let out a yell of joy and picked up 
Bhulu and limped down the road into the sunset. 

out from the 
doghouse and 

down the ramp ran 
Badshah followed 

By Begum. after 
them followed 

five little Balls 
of fur. their jet 

coats shone in the 
setting sun. the 

little Bov seemed 
a little disturBed 

and looked 
dejected

S
i don't run too Well myself, and i am 
left all alone. this puppy Will need 
someone Who understands him and 

is liKe him. i KnoW hoW bad it is When 
all the boys laugh at me. i don't Want 

bhulu to be laughed at by others. so, 
please let me have him

janUary-fEbrUary, 2017

kAlpAnA l o g  o n :  w w w . k a l p a n a m a g . c o m20 kAlpAnAl o g  o n :  w w w . k a l p a n a m a g . c o m 21



hojorajo &

By mAhuA mukhERJEE

rajo & hojo
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Rajo (jonaki) goes to her grandfather’s house in 
village  to celebrate durgapooja. her grandfa-
ther lived in a huge ancient haveli and despite 
repeated requests from her parents he refused 
to leave that place. jonaki liked the place very 
much. It was very huge compared to her father’s 
kothi in in Delhi. It had all the elements jonaki 
had always read in story books… The Thakur 
Dalan (temple complex), the Bhogbari (temple 

kitchen) and the Padma pukur (pond of lotus). 
Kali Kumar babu her grandfather was a 

very religious man. He only offered 
those lotuses that bloomed in his 
pond and it was a folklore in the vil-
lage that for the last 100 years there 

bloomed only 110 lotuses at the time 
of durga puja in that pond. The idol was 

also immersed there.
    During durgapooja the entire clan descend-

ed in chandanpur. her uncles, aunts and cousins 
from all over the country and abroad filled up 

RAJO 
MEETS 

HOJO
rajo a young BuBBly girl 

meets  travel gennie hojo  
and hojo promises to take 
her anywhere even in the 

past and future... travel with 
them across the gloBe into 

the past and future

the huge haveliu. her grandmother 
Kalpana and her paternal grand aunt 
Ammu got busy with the prepara-
tions. She loved the way her Ammu 
haggled with the faithful cook Dhar-
ababu over the menu. for jonaki, 
Pooja meant nice and yummy food, 
lots of sweets and of course the jatra 
or the folk theatre at night.

with having nothing much to do 
during the day jonaki was getting 
board her mother and her aunts 
were busy at the Tahkurdalan and 
her father and her elder cousins 
were overseeing the pandal and 
the sitting arrangements after all it 
was the 100 year celebrations of the 
durgapooja started by her father’s 
great grandfather and  her grand-
father wanted it to be just perfect.

jonaki decided to get adventerous. 
Taking her faithful maid Sumitra with 
her she started walking around the 
haveli. She came across a closed 
room, which was actually the kabadi 
room. “Don’t go there it is my grand-
father’s room and has all sorts of 
weird things,” Ammu had once said. 

R
it Was a folKlore 

in the village 
that for the last 

100 years there 
bloomed only 110 

lotuses at the time 
of durga puJa in 

that pond. the idol 
Was also immersed 

there
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across the globe all you have 
to do is to place your finger on the 
globe and say jinna jin jinjinnaha-
ra, le chaljinna and the name of the 
place and in few minutes you will be 
there. I can also take you into history” 
he said.

“Rajo what are you doing in that 
junk yard come down for for lunch” 

yelled her mother. “whom is she 
calling?” asked the gennie. “me of 
course you dumbo,” said jonaki. 
“Rojohahahahha …It is such a wierd 
name. what does this mean by the 
way,” asked the gennie.  

“To begin with my name is not 
weird and secondly it is the short 
form of Rajlakshmi. Since my great 

grandmother was also called Ra-
jlakshmi so I have become Rajo 
and who are you by the way,” 
asked Rajo.

“well I have a huge name. I 
am hatimuddlah-omar-jamalud-
din-bin-Tarekh-offama. But you 
can call me hojo you are Rajo 
and I am hojo and together we 
will travel across the globe. Now 

you go for your lunch and let me get 
in the globe. I will appear whenever 
you spin the globe.”Rajo gave out a 
yell of joy and ran out the room with 
the globe in her hand. Sumitra stood 
puzzled for a moment and then fol-
lowed her. She could not understand 
what was so great about the globe….. 

jyotirmoy was playing a prank on 
her.  She shouted, “Babuda  just 
get lost don’t try to scare me,” but  
was dumb struck when she saw a 
huge creature standing in front of 
her. he looked like a gennie from the 
story books the only difference was 
that this gennie was ultra modern. 
he wore his cell phone in his ears. 
his hair was coloured in almost all 
the hues of rainbow and his thick 
belt stored cold drinks in 
one half and water in 
the other and that too 
it remained chilled 
as long as he want-
ed to.” “what…. I 
meant who are 
you “  jonaki  
w h i s p e r e d . 
her throat was 
going all dry. 
“I am the slave 
of the globe and I want to 
thank you for bringing me out again. 
I was caught in the time web,”  he 
roared.

“will you give me everything I 
want,” asked jonaki. “Not exactly,” 
the gennie said “ see I am a travel 
gennie and I can take you any where 
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JonaKi opened the door 
and got in. there Were 

lots of curious things 
in the room-- fancy pens, 
inK pots, silK sheets for 
Writing and many more. 

but the thing that caught 
her attention Was a shiny 

crystal globe

i am hatimuddlah-
omar-Jamaluddin-

bin-tareKh-
offama. but you 

can call me hoJo 
you are raJo and 

i am hoJo and 
together We Will 

travel across the 
globe. noW you go 

for your lunch 
and let me get in 
the globe. i Will 

appear Whenever 
you spin the globe

this gennie Was ultra modern. he 
Wore his cell phone in his ears. 

his hair Was coloured in almost 
all the hues of rainboW and his 

thicK belt stored cold drinKs 
in one half and Water in the 

other and that too it remained 
chilled as long as he Wanted to

jonaki made up her mind to have a look at 
those weird things. She opened the door and got 
in. There were lots of curious things in the room-- 
fancy pens, ink pots, silk sheets for writing and 
many more. But the thing that caught her atten-
tion was a shiny crystal globe. The countries and 
continents have all changed since nonetheless, 
jonaki liked it. “was he king Rajo,” asked Sumitra. 
“Shut up didi he was just a Zamindar had lots of 
land and looked after his people well so people 
called him a king and yes he also fought against 
the British rule that is it” jonaki said in a irritating 

tone trying to clean the globe that had literally 
collected dirt over the years. jonakiremembered  
Ammu telling her  that her grandfather had got 
it from china and since he passed away on re-
turning so no one cared to check on the things 
he had got and it was all dumped in his study 
and nobody ever went there.

while she was rubbing it clean the globe 
moved a little on its axis and then spinnedvi-
grously and made a queer sound and after 
sometime she heard a weird voice “what do 
you want little angel.” She thought her cousin 
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By m  kARunA

lord ram also Belonged to 
ikshvaku  dynasty. therefore, 
amBrish was the ancestor on ram. 
he was a great devotee of lord 
vishnu and he spoke only the 
truth

S

THE 
STORY OF 
AMBRISH

ona dada, I have come back from school and 
now tell me the story of my friend Ambrish as 
you had promised in the morning,” said Runai. 
She dumped her bag in her room and ran out-
side towards the guest room to meet her Sanyasi 
cousin mahendra, whom she called Sona dada.
mahendra closed the book he was reading and 
put it on the table. Smiling a little he held her 

hand and made her sit on the table and said, 
“Runai, it is not the story of your friend 

but of the great king Ambrish, who was 
a devotee of lord Vishnu”.

Runailistened  to him with great 
interest. “In  ourhindu mythology Am-

barish was an Ikshvakuking. lord Ram 
also belonged to Ikshvaku  dynasty. Therefore, 

Ambrish was the ancestor on Ram. he was a great 
devotee of lord Vishnu and he spoke only the 
truth. once he performed a yagna with such great 
devotion that lord Vishnu was very pleased with 

listen
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him and he blessed him with Sudarshan chakra. 
Sudarshana means “good vision” and this is 
meant that prosperity, peace and security would 
prevail to his kingdom. 

once, Ambarish followed Nirjala Ekadashi Vrat 
(waterless fast observed on the eleventh day of 
each phase of lunar month) for a year. During one 
such fast, on the twelfth day, king Ambarish was 
about to break his fast, when sage Durvasa arrived 
there along with his ten thousands disciples. wel-
coming him, the king requested Durvasa to accept 
food. But the sage turned down the request saying 
that it was prayer time for him, so he would first 
go to take bath, then worship and take food. But 
the sage Durvasa did not return for long. As per 
rule of fasting it was necessary to beak the fast 

before the next tithi. As Durvasa was known for 
his temper Ambrisha waited for him patiently. 
however, to escape the sin of not completing 
the vrata on time and on the advice of the sage 
Vasishta, the king broke his fast by taking a Tulsi 
leaf with water, and waited for the arrival of sage 
Durvasa to offer him food.

on return, Durvasa however felt that Ambar-
isha had violated the respect due to a guest by 
breaking his fast before the guest had taken his 
meal, So taking it as an insult. He plucked a flock 
of his hair from his head and produced a Krityaa 
to kill Ambarish. The demon krityaa proceeded 
towards Ambrisha to kill him but Ambrisha stood 
unmoved.  lord Narayana’s Sudarshana inter-
vened, destroyed the demon and started chasing 
Durvasa himself. Durvasa went to Brahma and 
then to Shiva for protection. Both pleaded their 
inability to save him. he went to lord Narayana 
himself, who said that he could do nothing as he 
was bound by the pure devotion of Ambarisha 
and suggested to the sage to seek the pardon of 
the king. Durvasa went to Ambarisha, who prayed 
to lord Vishnu to recall the Sudarsana and save 
Durvasa.  Thereafter, King Ambrisha fed Sage 
Durvasa. At the end Sage Durvaasaa blessed him 
and went to his lok,” Sona concluded. 
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sona dada’s pitara

to escape the sin of not 
completing the vrata on 

time and on the advice 
of the sage vasishta, 

the King broKe his fast 
by taKing a tulsi leaf 

With Water, and Waited 
for the arrival of sage 

durvasa



Know when to drink water
Do you know that our body is 70% water. It is essential that the body 
receives its much needed daily dose of minerals through water. moreover 
our brain needs loads of water to function well. If we drink less water not 
only our brain functioning will suffer but also our skin will become dry.

Experts recommend drinking eight to 10 glasses of water each day to 
maintain good health. Drinking plenty of water helps detoxify the 

body as well as gives you a glowing skin. It is advisable to have 
water 30 minutes before or after having your food.

See what you are eating
observe your present diet. what is it that you 
eat more? Are you consuming too many calories 
in your diet and don't have enough time to burn 

them? Then you should probably consider 
eating something that is less fattening and 

easy for your body to digest. And instead of 
watching TV or playing inside the house 

why don’t you try an outdoor game 
if not anything just try and figure 

out how many parks you have 
around your house.

kAlpAnA l o g  o n :  w w w . k a l p a n a m a g . c o m30 kAlpAnAl o g  o n :  w w w . k a l p a n a m a g . c o m 31

healthystay stay healthy
janUary-fEbrUary, 2017

By DR  mAnAs  BAnERJEE

hildren we all love to eat and eat loads 
of junk food but we must remember that 
eating junk food once or twice a month is 
ok but it should not be a frequent thing 
and we should eat healthy food. healthy 
food makes a stronger and better you 
and helps you to study better.  

healthy eating does not mean that 
you spend a lot of money on food sim-
ple tricks can do the magic. You just need 
to see what you eat and try and follow 
these simple tips

healthy eating and living does 
not mean following strict 

diet and going to the gym. By 
following few useful tips you 

can Be hrealthy too

C

USEFUL 
TIPS

Choose green leafy vegetables
make sure to add green leafy vegeta-
bles to your diet. They are a rich source 
of proteins, iron, calcium and fiber. 
green leafy vegetables are very good 
to enhance your memory and help you 
concentrate.
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Include enough proteins in your diet
Proteins are vital for the body and should definitely be included in the 
diet. Broccoli, soybeans, lentils, asparagus and spinach are some com-
monly found protein rich foods. So don’t skip your daily bowl of dal.

Keep away from fast-food and soft-drinks
Although it may appease your taste buds, fast-food 
usually does a lot of harm to the body. It can be unhy-
gienic and also high on unhealthy fats like trans-fats. 
Also, carbonated soft drinks have a high sugar content 
which may lead to obesity, diabetes and dental caries. 
Instead of these harmful drinks, choose to refresh 
yourself with a glass of buttermilk or lemonade.

Focus on your food
most of us have our food texting on the mobile 
phones or watching television and don’t really 
keep a count on how much we eat. Though your 
stomach might be full, your brain tells you that 
you need to eat more and you eventually end up 
over-eating. If you focus only on your food then 
you’ll eat only as much as your body requires. So, 
the next time you sit down for having your meal 
keep the remote control and mobile phone away 
for some time.

Chew your food
one of the easiest and obvious ways to digest 
food is to chew it. most people often eat their 
food in a hurry and tend to skip chewing their 
food properly. while what you eat eventually 
does get digested, but a barely chewed mor-
sel takes more time and tires your digestive 
system. Besides, the more you chew your 
food, the easier it becomes for your stomach 
to digest it and the more calories you burn 
moving those jaws.

Never skip your breakfast

Breakfast is perhaps the most im-
portant meal of the day as the body 
prepares itself for the whole day 
ahead. make sure you eat a whole-
some and rich breakfast before you 
step out of the house.

Digest your food better
while knowing what to eat and how much to eat is important, it always 
helps if you can boost the process of digestion. Sitting in Vajrasna 
(Adamintine Pose) for a few minutes after having food helps you 
there. This particular yogic posture enhances blood circulation in the 
lower abdomen and improves the digestive process.
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Bananas are the fruit produced by various banana plants.

when rip they are usually long and curved with a soft inside 
covered by a yellow skin (peel).

Bananas can be found in other colors, including red.

Banana plants are not trees, they are a type of herb.

humans have grown bananas for thousands of years.

most species of banana plant originated in Southeast Asia.

Bananas grow in large, hanging bunches.

A row of bananas is sometimes called a 'hand', while a 
single banana is called a 'finger'.

The average banana weighs around 125 grams.

Bananas contain around 75% water.

Bananas have high nutritional value and are a 
healthy snack.

lady finger bananas are small, sweet and have 
relatively thin skins.

Plantains are harder and contain less sugar than normal 
bananas, they are often used in cooking.

wild bananas grow with large, hard seeds.

India is the leading producer of bananas.

Bananas sent overseas are picked green and ripened under 
special conditions when they reach their destination.

fibre taken from banana plants can be used  
to make clothes.

Bananas contain a lot of potassium, making them more  
radioactive than other fruits. You don't need to worry 

though as this naturally occurring radiation has very little 
effect on the body. Other foods rich in potassium include 

potatoes, beans, seeds and nuts.

GOING 
BANANAS



suraBhi 
(suBhangi, 

ria, anushree, 
Bhumika and 

ishani):  a serial 
story aBout five 

children who 
deal with day 

today proBlems 
and also give 

out a social 
message on  child 

laBour, cruelty 
to animals, 

wasting water 
or electricity 
and food, care 

for elderly, how 
kids Be of use to 

others and  
the stuff
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surabhi

Ria
Youngest of the lot but 
likes to dress like the 
heroines of the 70s in 
tight churidarkurtas 
and frilly skirts. She is 
hooked onto old songs 
and often has a song 
for any situation so all 
call her `fatalapurana 
jeans' a take off 
on perfect fitting 
walipurani jeans on 
Radio Mirchi.

Subhangi
Absent minded painter all 
the time lost in other world 
and if you pester her, she 
retorts what's happening 
folks. Her parents are into 
publishing industry and so 
always on the move. She 
misses the company of her 
parents and hence literally 
piles on Anushree to fill 
that gap.  So she is called 
bhulabhatkarahi..
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Anushree
Eldest of the lot therefore 
very mature. She is the 
mother angel of all the 
youngsters and takes care of 
everyone and tries to protect 
all. She teaches them to face 
life and is a no nonsense 
person. The youngsters look 
up to her. She works for a 
research organization and 
lives her life on her own 
terms though her parents 
are based in Mumbai and her 
father is a very high profile 
dental surgeon and mother 
is a professor. She is hooked 
on to her laptop and hence is 
nicknamed compudevi.

Bhumika
Very hep and catty. 

cares less about 
the world. She is 

the only child of a 
rich businessman 

so money is no 
problem. She 

yearns for love and 
therefore has a 

heart of gold. So all 
call her chaltafirta 

reserve bank.

Ishaani
This character is the only child 
of doctor parents. Her father 
is a well known heart surgeon 
he has a huge nursing home 
of his own her mother works 
with a well known corporate 
hospital and is a gynecologist. 
Ladies from well known families 
are her patients but despite all 
these Ishani is a well balanced 
child. Very matured and 
understands the pressure on 
her parents a bit studious loves 
to read books of all shades and 
often tells everyone of what 
she has read. She is some sort 
of idealist. Believes that despite 
all the harshness there is still 
more to life. She loves to look 
at the positive things of life 
and is deeply attached to the 
roots. People call her moving 
encyclopedia.

By mAhuA mukhERJEE



tanju
terrible
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terrible tanuj
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(Then he goes out and pours the milk in the cat’s bowl and then rushes 
out saying)

All the children start to laugh… Tanuj is very angry. he goes to play
and lucky hit his ball over the fence and says

Tanuj is left fuming. Next day also lucky walks away with Tanuj’s ball and 
he makes his friends cry. Tanuj is sitting in his room and thinking abd
suddenly he says

Then lucky goes away.

children are playing in the park and one new boy a sardar lucky is 
bullying everyone around. As soon as he sees Tanuj he says

Kya moosibat 
hai. why god 
why did you 
make milk. I 

hate it.

Tanuj finish your milk and if 

you do not do it you are not  

down to play.

Bengali dal roti kha dal
roti… You will Be fit

and healthy like me…”

mama… I have 

finished the milk….

Ahah Bulb 

jal gayee

“oye mach Bhataaja….”

?

As soon as Tanuj sees lucky coming. he pretends as if he is trying to
throw a stone at mrs Bakshi’s window. mrs Bakshi is a very strict lady
and everyone is scared of her.

mrs Bakshi come out fuming…

Tanuj comes from Behind and says…

who threw the

stone…

oye lucky maach 
bhat kha maach 

bhat… akal aayagee”

lucky picks up a bid stone and throws at her window all the glass
panes shatter.

lucky comes forward and says… “ I have done it”
mrs Bakshi pulls his ears hard and takes him to his father..

By Dolly mukhERJEE

tanuj is a very naughty Boy. the incarnate of dennis the menace. he 
lives in a posh apartment with his parents and Brother. he is very witty 
also and no` one can predict what will he do next
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quiZ time folks

1
hooGhly wAS 
uSEd AS A 
BASE foR  

PIRACy In ThE BAy 
of BEnGAl By 
whICh of ThESE 
CounTRIES?
 Danes  British  french  
 Portuguese 

2
ThE ShIRdI SAI BABA PASSEd 
AwAy In whICh yEAR?
 1918  1952  1750  1820 

3 
whICh 
of ThESE 
AnCIEnT 

unIvERSITIES  
wAS ESCRIBEd 
AS ThE 
"oxfoRd 
unIvERSITy 
of mAhAyAnA 
BuddhISm"?
 Taxila  Nalanda  
Vallabhi  Vikramashila

5
whICh 
AmonG ThE 
followInG 

wAS ThE 
CAPITAl of 
ThE kInGdom 
of mAhARAjA 
RAnjIT SInGh?
  Amritsar  lahore  
Kapurthala  Patiala 

4
In whICh yEAR 
wAS ThE AIR IndIA 
lAunChEd?  

 1942  1950  1947  1932

6 
whAT IS ThE SAmAdhI 
of RAjIv GAndhI IS 
REfERREd AS? 

  Shakti Sthal  VirSthal  Vijay ghat 
 VirBhoomi

AnSwERS
(1) Portuguese (2)1918 (3) Nalanda (4) 1932 (It was launched on october 15, 1932 as TATA Airlines. It became India International in 1948.) (5) lahore 

(6) VirBhoomi (7) Ankorvat, cambodia (8) gwalior (9) Km cariappa (10) Panini 

7
whICh onE 
of ThE 
followInG 

PlACES IS 
fAmouS foR 
ThE GREAT 
vIShnu TEmPlE?
 Panja Sahib, Pakistan 
 Bordubar, Indonesia 
 Ankorvat, cambodia 
 Bamiyan, Afghanistan

8
lATE RAjmAT-
AvIjAyARAjE-
SCIndIA wAS 

ThE mAhARAnI 
of whICh RoyAl 
fAmIly?
 Bhopal  gwalior  
mysore  jaipur 

9
who wAS ThE 
ARmy ChIEf of 
IndIA whEn IT 

CElEBRATEd ITS 
fIRST REPuBlIC dAy?
 Sir Edward Parry  
 SardarBaldev Singh  
 Km cariappa  Tw Elmhirst

10
who IS ThE 
wRITER of 
ThE Book  

ARThAShASTRA?
 Vasistha muni  Kalidas 
 chanakya  Panini
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7The largest part of the 
human brain is called the 
cerebrum. other important 

parts include corpus callosum, 
cerebral cortex, thalamus, 
cerebellum, hypothalamus, 
hippocampus and brain stem.

8The human brain is protect-
ed by the skull (cranium), 
a protective casing made 

up of 22 bones that are joined 
together.

9The brain of an adult human 
weighs around 3 pounds 
(1.5 kg). Although it makes 

up just 2% of the body's weight, it 
uses around 20% of its energy.

10The brain is suspended 
in Cerebrospinal fluid, 
effectively floating in 

liquid that acts as both a cush-
ion to physical impact and a 

barrier to infections.

11Diseases of the 
brain include 
Alzheimer’s 

disease, Parkinson's disease and 
multiple sclerosis. Diseases such 
as these can limit the normal 
function of the human brain.

12most strokes result 
from a blood clot in the 
brain that blocks the 

local blood supply, this causes 
the damage or destruction of 
nearby brain tissue and a wide 
range of stroke symptoms.

1The human brain is like 
a powerful computer 
that stores our mem-

ory and controls how we as 
humans think and react. It 
has evolved over time and 
features some incredibly 
intricate parts that scientists 
still struggle to understand.

2The brain is the center 
of the human nervous 
system, controlling 

our thoughts, movements, 
memories and decisions.

3with evolution, the 
human brain has 
become more and 

more complicated, many of 
its interesting properties are 
still not well understood by 
scientists.

4The brain contains 
billions of nerve 
cells that send 

and receive informa-
tion around the body.

5The human brain is over 
three times as big as the 
brain of other mammals 

that are of similar body size.

6Each side of the brain 
interacts largely with just 
one half of the body, but 

for reasons that are not yet 
fully understood, the inter-
action is with opposite sides, 
the right side of the brain 
interacts with the left side of 
the body, and vice versa.
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ComplIED By sARAs GuptA

BHEJA FRY
check out these fun Brain facts 

that will leave you spechless




