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On John Collins 
Scott Douglas Jacobsen: In terms of culture, geography, language, and religion, where does 

your family background reside? 

John Collins[1],[2]: I was born in Jeffersonville, Indiana, and was raised in the states of Indiana, 

Arizona, South Carolina, Georgia, and Kansas. Culturally, we were a mixture of different parts 

of the country, but I would say that the Southern Indiana culture had a great influence. Both 

maternal and paternal sides of my family claimed to be “non-denominational Christian,” but 

aligned more closely with a unique flavor of Pentecostalism that originated in Indiana. 

Jacobsen: How did this influence development? 

Collins: My grandfather was a key figure in the groups and splinter groups that form the 

religious following of William Branham that is collectively called “The Message.” For about 

fifty years, my grandfather was the leader of Branham’s Tabernacle in Jeffersonville, Indiana. 

After Branham’s death in 1965, my grandfather was partially responsible for holding the cult 

together. 

Jacobsen: You were a follower of William Branham. What were pivotal or influential 

moments for you in becoming a follower and ex-member? 

Collins: After being born and raised in “The Message,” I had little choice in becoming a 

member. Because of my grandfather’s position of leadership and recognition, our family was 

what some would call “cult royalty,” which created a very difficult psychological barrier in 

attempting to leave the group. This barrier was amplified by the group’s indoctrination. Like 

many religious cults, it programs its followers to believe that questioning fundamental cult 

doctrine is the pathway to destruction or even death. 

It was after a series of life changing events that I began a journey, seeking to find answers to 

difficult questions that were surfacing through the indoctrinated fear. I was suffering deep 

depression after job loss and severe illness in the family, and before long I began questioning life 

itself. As time went on, the depression intensified and I found myself no longer able to rebound. 

During this hardship, a cousin who had left “The Message” several years’ prior learned of my 

struggle and began phoning daily to offer support and encouragement. This became fundamental 

in my exit from the group, because it was a difficult situation for my mind to reconcile. While we 

were programmed to believe that any who left “The Message” were “possessed by a demon,” 

“backslidden,” or “evil,” my unbelieving cousin was literally saving my life from suicide. In 

contrast, none in the cult were offering any support, and their neglect was beginning to seem like 

a result of the belief system I had begun to question. 

This version of Pentecostalism focuses on “healing” as an evidence of the work of the Holy 

Spirit, while viewing sickness (especially mental health) as “demonic.” As I turned to the 

“believers” for help, some of them associated my onset of depression with “demonic forces.” 

Rather than offer support, they offered condemnation or fear. At the climax of my struggle with 

depression, I was advised by professionals to begin a regimen of anti-depressants, and told that 

they were necessary for my body to function. While my cousin supported their advice and 

encouraged me to get the help I needed, cult pastors warned me that they had witnessed others 

take such medication and shortly afterward, “demons led them away from ‘The Message.’” 
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Interestingly, I believe the cult pastors may have been correct, though I would disagree with the 

cause that led to the effect. 

Jacobsen: Outside of the “Believers,” he was a post-World War II Healing Revival 

preacher. Inside, to the Believers, he was a modern Prophet. What characterizes each 

perspective to you? 

Collins: Branham was one of hundreds of evangelists who capitalized on political fear after the 

second World War. There were several world-renowned healing revivalists — some of them who 

claimed prophecy several years before Branham’s birth. There were also many “prophets” who 

gained popularity long after his death, but most of his followers are only aware of the [alleged] 

history Branham claimed. 

People outside “the Message” can freely study his prophecies or compare his doctrine to the 

Christian Bible without indoctrinated fear of critical thought. As they deprogram, many escapees 

study and recognize the number of times these “prophetic claims” were changed, and examine 

the “prophecies” that either failed or were “prophesied” long after the event they “predicted.” 

Many of these people come to the conclusion that Branham was just another minister in a long 

line of “faith healers” in the Post WWII Healing Revival. But “prophecies” that did not come to 

pass exactly as he “predicted” place Branham in a much different category with Christians 

examining his message. The Christian Bible offers many warnings about men who “prophesy” 

and their “predictions” do not come to pass with full accuracy. To the informed Christian 

community Branham would be considered a charlatan. 

Those in “The Message” repeatedly listen to the published recordings of Branham’s sermons 

from 1947 to 1965, and their examination of Branham’s many prophetic claims is limited to his 

own account. Most in “The Message” cult are not aware of any failed prophecies, and believers 

are not informed of the alterations Branham made to those “predictions” or their “outcomes.” 

Worse, they are sheltered from any factual evidence unsupportive of Branham’s claims, often 

instructed by cult pastors to avoid television, internet, social media, or other means of gaining 

information to promote critical thinking. In fact, Branham himself taught that “science” and 

“education” was demonic.[4] 

Simply put: believers who have never or only partially examined the accuracy of Branham’s 

“prophecies” consider him a “modern prophet.” Those who fully examine the facts usually 

become “former believers”, and see Branham as just one of many in a long line of revivalists 

capitalizing on the fears that came with world conflict. I myself was in the former category for 

over thirty years. 

Jacobsen: What convinces you of your perspective? 

Collins: Being raised from birth under the continual undue influence of a separationist belief 

system makes even the smallest change in perspective extremely difficult. Most of the people we 

have worked with to escape the cult describe their journey to freedom in much the same way: 

“We left kicking and screaming.” One does not easily admit being wrong, and it’s painful to 

accept being wrong on levels of this magnitude. In our case, a change of perspective is to admit 

living in an alternate reality while striving to convince others to live there. It took several months 

to fully change my perspective, and that change came only through countless hours of careful 

examination of the belief system and the men who created it. 

https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn4
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At the beginning of my journey, I was convinced that Branham was a prophet, sent by Almighty 

God to warn the world of the coming Apocalypse. Members of “The Message” are indoctrinated 

to believe that Branham started having “divine predictions” as a toddler, and those “prophetic 

occurrences” became more frequent as he grew older. Cult pastors often recite or play recordings 

of Branham’s many accounts of his “life story,” describing a “Huck Finn”-style childhood in the 

hills of Kentucky, trapping and fishing to support his widowed mother and several siblings in a 

one-room log cabin near Burkesville, Kentucky. 

During the indoctrination process, many of the children in the cult cry as they listen to the 

accounts of tragic events in Branham’s life that he endured under the wrath of an angry God as 

he was punished for avoiding his “calling” to be a Pentecostal “prophet.” According to Branham, 

after having a series of “seven prophecies” as a Baptist minister in 1933 (or 1931 or 1932), he 

ignored “God’s calling” for him to be a Pentecostal minister at the advice of his mother-in-law. 

Because of this choice, Branham claimed that his father, brother, sister-in-law, wife, and 

daughter died in within weeks of the 1937 Flood that pummeled the city of Jeffersonville. Under 

this strong level of mental conditioning, even the adults forbid themselves to question how 

Branham’s father died when Branham was a small child[5] while also dying long after Branham 

began his own religious ministry.[6] 

It is only after a “believer” is able to push through the programmed fear enough to question the 

belief system that they are finally able to critically examine Branham’s self-promoted claims to 

be a modern prophet. Beyond those boundaries, one becomes free to examine factual evidence to 

either support or deny his claims. It sometimes takes years before an ex-member can examine 

historical fact in a balanced and rational approach. 

While the cult would have its members believe Branham’s prophetic insight was 100% accurate, 

newspaper and magazine articles, court record, and Branham’s own transcripts tell a much 

different story. Most of his “seven prophecies” were introduced into his sermons long after the 

event they describe, yet many details of the “prediction” are found to be inaccurate. Many 

descriptions of the “prophecies” change from retelling to retelling, to the extent that over time 

some become entirely new “prophecies.” If we count the many changes, additions, and 

subtractions to Branham’s list of “seven prophecies,” we end up with a list of fifteen.[7] Some of 

these fifteen appear to have been a result of World’s Fairs, newspaper and magazine articles.[8] 

Such is the case with many of Branham’s “predictions” beyond the fifteen. Branham convinced 

his followers that he predicted the death of sixteen men during the construction of an Ohio River 

bridge,[9] yet Coast Guard logs, bridge historians, and newspaper articles do not support his 

claim. Interestingly, newspapers describe sixteen men dying years before his birth on another 

bridge nearby.[10] Similarly, fundamental issues exist with each of Branham’s prophetic claims. 

After a short period of examining the accuracy of his “predictions”, the examiner is forced to ask 

themselves the question: “Was Branham really a ‘prophet’?” 

Still, this is not enough to solidify one’s position. Though a man proclaiming to be a prophet has 

many failed or inaccurate prophecies, we must leave room for the title “false prophet.” As 

strange as this may sound, it takes far more examination to realize that this title also does not fit. 

One must separate the “mythical Branham” from the “historical Branham.” As the researcher 

digs deeper into historical fact to reconstruct the “historical Branham”, or the account of 

Branham’s life that we can confirm through documented historical fact, one begins to question 

even the title “false prophet.” 

https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn5
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn6
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn7
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn8
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn9
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn10
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Branham’s ministry began through one Rev. Roy E. Davis,[11] who fled from Louisville, 

Kentucky after being exposed for sex with a minor[12], fraud[13], and theft. Davis was an 

official spokesman for the Ku Klux Klan[14], and was one of the founding members of William 

Joseph Simmons’ 1915 reincarnation of the Klan. Davis claimed to be one of the only men who 

could boast of having achieved all degrees of the Klan, and helped write the Klan’s constitution, 

by-laws, and ritual when it was revived.[15] 

Shortly after leaving Louisville, Davis started a Pentecostal Baptist church in Jeffersonville, 

Indiana, making Branham an elder.[16] After a series of civil and criminal lawsuits in the 

Jeffersonville area, Davis left Jeffersonville, and Branham assumed leadership of the 

congregation. Elders in Davis’ church transitioned into Branham’s church.[17] From 1915 

through the late 1960’s, Roy Davis left behind a trail of illegal activity from Georgia to 

California as he rose from official spokesperson of the Klan to Imperial Grand Dragon of the 

Original Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.[18] Davis and his accomplice, former Congressman and 

Klansman William D. Upshaw began promoting Branham’s ministry after having claimed 

“prophecy” to defraud religious victims in the San Bernardino, California area. Their promotion 

apparently resulted in Branham’s sudden and instant popularity, especially when the (very 

mobile) Upshaw claimed to be healed by Branham from a life confined to a wheelchair.[19] 

After discovering the sinister history behind the creation of Branham’s ministry, along with the 

long trail of deception and fraud by his creators, it becomes apparent why Branham was less than 

truthful about his past. 

The “historical” Branham casts huge doubts on Branham’s supernatural claims. When comparing 

recorded history to Branham’s supernatural tales, the researcher begins to notice huge 

discrepancies and conflicting statements. Tragic, life-changing events one would never forget are 

not consistent from retelling to retelling, and it becomes obvious that Branham embellished or 

created stories. And it appears his creation was for the sole purpose of establishing the persona of 

an illiterate, Old-Testament-style prophet living in a modern world. 

It is at this realization that most escapees of “The Message” cult begin to question every claim 

made by Branham. Claims that can be examined historically, including prophecies, match the 

same pattern of discrepancies and conflicts. As a result, most researchers conclude that his 

“prophecies” are not accurate. 

Once presented with the evidence, they require no convincing to leave the cult. The facts speak 

for themselves, and Branham’s supernatural claims quickly unravel by studying his own 

testimonies. As I stated, I was fully immersed into “The Message” for over thirty years. When 

the facts became available, I fled for my life. 

Jacobsen: What is the essential message of William Branham and the Gospel? 

Collins: When I speak to new escapees from the Branham cult, I find that it is easier to 

understand their particular “flavor” of “The Message” by asking them the question: “What was 

Branham’s ‘Message’”. Few cult churches agree on the nature of “The Message,” yet all assume 

Branham had a consistent “Message.” 

All “Message” cult churches believe that Branham was sent by Almighty God to prepare the 

world for the second coming of Jesus Christ. But within that summary, each “sect” of the cult 

has different interpretations of the “Message,” insomuch that this “preparation” becomes difficult 

to reconcile. Some believe that Branham himself was the return of Jesus Christ, while others 

https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn11
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn12
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn13
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn14
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn15
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn16
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn17
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn18
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn19
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believe him to be a prophet. Some believe him to be a prophet, but believe his “Message” was 

the return of Jesus Christ. Others still believe that he was preparing the way for the Christ, just as 

John the Baptist did in the King James Bible. Extremists in the “Message” cult claim 

that they are the Christ to replace Branham’s “Christ.” 

Likely, these differences are a result of the believers falsely assuming Branham’s “Message” was 

consistent from 1945 to 1965. When cult members describe his sermons as “The Message” they 

describe “The Message” in such a way that it would seem persistent and consistent. Escapees 

who examine his sermons usually identify several fundamental inconsistencies. Ironically, some 

cult sects also have identified inconsistencies, and believe that only a subset of the sermons, from 

1963 to 1965 are “The Message,” creating a new “Message.” 

If one fully examines the many conflicting “Messages,” however, there is one consistent theme. 

Branham’s “gospel,” could be best summarized as this: God sent me [Branham], therefore the 

words I [Branham] speak are the Voice of God to you. In fact, Branham himself began making 

this claim in 1951: 

Now, I’m just your brother, by the grace of God. But when the Angel of the Lord moves 

down, It becomes, then, a Voice of God to you. Maybe it… If I offended you by saying 

that, forgive me. But I felt that might been resented. But I am God’s Voice to you. See? I 

say that again. That time was under inspiration. See? And I—I felt bad about it the first 

time, but It repeated it. Now see, I can say nothing in myself. But what He shows me, I 

say it. 

Branham, 51-0505 – My Commission 

Using this “Voice of God” statement as a basis to compare his different “Messages,” they 

quickly align. He claimed that he was born the day after cult leader John Alexander Dowie 

died[20] (March 10, 1907), becoming the “biblical Elisha” to the believers of Dowie – who 

believed Dowie was the “prophet Elijah.” Christians are familiar with Elisha’s “double portion” 

of the Spirit of God, and those who believe “The Message” place this endowment upon 

Branham. Therefore, most believers see Branham as the “return of Elijah”. 

Interestingly, Branham also claimed to have been born in two years later, 1909, for another 

“Message.” In this much different “Message,” Branham claims to be similar to Moses, and 

convinces his followers that an “angel” told him that he would be given the same “two signs” of 

Moses.[21] Though he signed his first marriage certificate using birth year 1908, and though 

most Christians are familiar with the “three signs of Moses,”[22] not two, many of his followers 

accept this version of “The Message.” Many combine the two, believing Branham was “Elijah” 

who had the “two signs of Moses.” 

Branham also claimed to be similar to John the Baptist, who would introduce Jesus,[23] and 

compared himself (or more specifically, his cult) to the “five-hundred-year-old Enoch” that 

walked with Noah before the Great Flood.[24] Though the Christian Bible describes an Enoch 

that escaped death at age 365 and Noah as the most righteous man on the face of the planet, this 

version of Branham’ “gospel” compares his cult to an Enoch figure who escaped destruction 

while comparing other Christians to an “unrighteous Noah” that suffered the Flood. 

While there are too many “Messages” to list in this article, all bear the same basic characteristics, 

which can be summarized as follows: 

https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn20
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn21
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn22
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn23
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn24
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 God is about to send “judgment” to those who did not listen to me [Branham] 

 Those who listen to me [Branham] will escape a horrific death 

 Those who oppose me [Branham] will suffer a horrific death 

 My [Branham’s] prophecies confirm this to be true 

 My [Branham’s] sermons are the Voice of Almighty God. 

Jacobsen: Some characterize the movement as a cult. Does this seem accurate to you? If so, 

why? 

Collins: Any group of people who form a certain set of beliefs based around the life and times of 

another person is a “cult,” and that term in-and-of-itself is not problematic. After the Jonestown 

Massacre when Americans were discovering the death of hundreds of members of the People’s 

Temple cult following of Jim Jones, this word became associated with pure evil. Interestingly, 

Branham appears to have played a significant part in lifting Jones into power[25] when he held a 

joint meeting with Branham in Indianapolis.[26] 

Whether or not “The Message” is labeled as a “cult” is not of any great importance. But whether 

the group is labeled as a “destructive cult” is of great concern. According to Steven Hassan’s 

B.I.T.E. model[27], a destructive cult is any group using psychological and other technique to 

control behavior, information, and emotions while limiting information available to its members. 

Hassan’s foundation, Freedom of Mind, lists “The Message” as a mind control cult meeting all 

of these criteria and lists some of the ways in which they do.[28] 

In working with those who have escaped the cult, we have not yet came across a single person 

who does not agree with Hassan’s assessment. Many use the term “brainwashing,” many are 

angry that so much information has been withheld from the public, and all would remember 

altering their behavior to conform to the group. It is the thought control that is most problematic, 

because one must fully deprogram before beginning to understand this concept or recognizing 

the level of control. 

After deprogramming, most cult escapees feel violated in a similar manner to those who’ve 

suffered years of sexual or physical abuse. Some suffer PTSD, and all who find freedom would 

recognize the “spiritual abuse.” 

Jacobsen: What are the core doctrines of the Believers of William Branham? 

Collins: Like the many “Messages” of Branham, there are just as many sets of “core beliefs.” 

Each set is similar in the fact that they were based upon American Pentecostalism, but differ in 

which core beliefs are required to “escape destruction.” As cult victims escape, they often 

compare differences between the core set of doctrines in their “Message sect” to other escapees. 

This comparison results in an initial state of shock, but after examining Branham’s transcripts, it 

becomes apparent that each set of beliefs and rules were based on Branham’s own statements. 

We have attempted to capture some of the most common of these doctrines and beliefs on 

seekyethetruth.com, however it would be very time-consuming to identify and document them 

all. 

Jacobsen: What has been your experience of life in and out of the community of Believers? 

https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn25
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn26
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn27
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn28
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Collins: I can honestly say that I did not feel as though I “suffered” or was “brainwashed” for the 

first thirty-plus years of my life while trapped in a religious cult. In fact, it took me several 

months after escaping to use the word “cult.” The people were very close to each other, like one 

big family. And there are many, many good people in “The Message.” A destructive cult cannot 

grow without healthy members and situations. I did not experience the physical and sexual abuse 

that many cult escapees describe, and did not feel oppressed by the many extra-biblical rules. 

Having been born and raised in the cult from birth, I did not long for freedoms that I had never 

experienced. 

After escaping, however, my perspective changed considerably, and after only a few years I 

recognized this level of “closeness” as unhealthy. Like having been born and raised as a 

prisoner-of-war who returned to America years later, the taste freedom is bittersweet. One does 

not know oppression until they have experienced freedom. 

Every aspect of my life has changed for the better. No longer are my thoughts being controlled 

through fear tactics and psychological technique, and I’m free to think. No longer are extra-

biblical rules imposed upon me, and I’m free to worship. No longer does my behavior conform 

to a group, and I have experienced the benefit of individuality. But most important, no longer is 

vast amounts of information being withheld from me to make a very flawed set of beliefs appear 

to be perfection. 

Jacobsen: Why should Believers (and non-believers) not follow the Believers’ theology? 

Collins: Whether you are a “believer” or an “unbeliever,” it does not take much study to 

recognize Branham’s self-promotion. A simple examination of any the “messages” will paint a 

picture of a man whose “predictions” or “supernatural experiences” placed himself in a category 

above other men and women of his religious following. Historically speaking, men who do this 

have led their groups to tragic destruction – some of which were a result of Branham’s influence. 

Jim Jones promoted himself, and took the lives of over 900 people. Leo Mercier, a “Message” 

cult pastor of a commune Branham supported, physically and sexually molested his 

followers.[29] Paul Schafer’s “Message” commune in Chili was recently brought to the big 

screen in the movie “Colonia,” describing the rape and torture of “believers.”[30] Any time a 

group of people place a single human in absolute authority of doctrine and/or scripture, it is a 

potential for grave danger. The fruits of Branham’s “Message” speak for themselves. 

Though these examples may seem extreme, none of the victims viewed themselves as 

“extremists” when recruited. Yet they slowly became victims of extremist leaders by placing full 

authority of scripture and doctrine into the hands of fellow human beings. This practice 

continues still today in the “Message.” William Branham is given full authority of scripture and 

doctrine, and many cult pastors are given similar power while their victims fall prey. At the same 

time, cult pastors are withholding controversial information for the sole purpose of limiting their 

victim’s choice to leave on their own free will, in a strategy very similar to the extreme examples 

before their tragic events. Worse, indoctrination camps are being established to program children 

before they are able to make mature decisions. 

The question is not whether or not cult members should follow William Branham’s “theology.” 

The question is whether or not they are aware of the dangers in the choices they have made, and 

whether or not those choices are being influenced by the withholding of critical information. The 

potential for tragedy is very high in a splintered group of “believers” who are being persuaded by 

limited information and undue influence. 

https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn29
https://in-sightjournal.com/2016/11/01/an-interview-with-john-collins/#_ftn30
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Jacobsen: Thank you for your time, Mr. Collins. 
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On William Marrion Branham 
Scott Douglas Jacobsen: We talked before. Let’s reboot the context, in brief, who was 

William Marrion Branham? Why was he influential?  

John Collins[1],[2]: Yes, thank you for having me back again! It’s good to go a bit deeper than 

we did last time, and I think expanding upon the context we had before will be beneficial. So 

much information has surfaced since our last conversation that a reboot will help open the door 

to many topics that are virtually unexplored. 

William Marrion Branham was an American “faith healer” recognized for his participation in the 

Post-World War II Healing Revival that began in the mid-1940s and lasted through the 1950s. It 

is believed by some that he initiated the revival when his “gift of healing” led to a series of 

revivals in mid-1946 and that his healing campaigns spawned the modern Charismatic 

movement.[i] Understanding why he was influential requires an in-depth look into the mechanics 

of how he was influential. Specifically, it requires an examination of the stage persona that 

Branham created to influence a nation during an extremely vulnerable time in American history, 

as well as an examination of the historical timeline of events that created the perfect storm. 

Remember, it was a time of fear and unrest. The Second World War had ended, and many people 

feared that a third was just around the corner. With the Second Red Scare and McCarthyism 

spreading, and the thought of widespread communist infiltration of America was very 

frightening. [ii] Trust was a scarce commodity. The Revivalists offered a break from the mental 

strain of these fears, even if only for a few hours of an evening or weekend. From farmers to 

stock brokers, working class to executives of large corporations, the revivals attracted a very 

diverse crowd and participation in the revivals was extremely high. They were more than simply 

religious meetings; a revival was entertaining and therapeutic, offering a quick release of 

pressure for those who were about to explode. Branham was not the only revivalist to preach 

sermons with themes and titles such as “Letting off the Pressure”. Revivals with soothing themes 

were much needed during this time of distress and were highly popular.[iii] 

The stage persona that William Branham created for his revival campaigns was specifically 

designed to appeal to the senses of those who needed a release. He claimed to be a simple man 

who spent a large part of his childhood hunting and fishing in the hills of Kentucky[iv], which 

would have resonated with many people in the rural areas his revivals and marketing material 

targeted. His usage of Southern slang words[v] and stories of a Huckleberry-Finn-

lifestyle[vi] would have reinforced that feeling among his Southern crowds while appealing to 

the inner-child of even the most refined members of his crowd from the Northern States. 

Towards the end of 1945, William Branham renamed his church from “Pentecostal Tabernacle” 

to “Branham Tabernacle”[vii] and integrated a new theme into his stage persona by claiming to 

be a Baptist minister newly interested in the Pentecostal experience.[viii] On the heels of a series 

of healing revivals in spring of that same year,[ix] Branham began claiming to have been 

recently given his “gift of healing” during an “angelic visitation”[x], and created a heartbreaking 

story describing the events leading up to the “angel”. This alteration was so successful that 

Branham would continue to use it for the remainder of his career, only adjusting the stage 

persona slightly to fit the timeline and fully separate this version from the previous iterations. It 

is a stage persona that has been immortalized through the hundreds of his recorded sermons from 
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1947 to 1965[xi] and propagated through the reproduction efforts of Voice of God Recordings in 

Jeffersonville, Indiana[xii]. 

Whether it was a predetermined strategy or a skill that would be developed over time, large 

portions of Branham’s speeches would be focused upon molding this stage persona into a 

loveable, trustworthy figure that most Americans could relate to. When he told of tragic events 

he endured during his many “life stories”, his description of those events was formatted in such a 

way that a majority of his crowd could both relate with and emotionally connect. At the same 

time, he approached them from a religious platform of “inter-evangelical” [xiii] or “inter-

denominational” [xiv], removing any element of skepticism or critical analysis of his doctrine or 

symbology. Listeners had every reason to trust him, very little reason to question him, and no 

reason to doubt him. As a result, Branham’s influence was widespread, and his legacy is largely 

comprised of historical accounts that he himself created for use in his meetings. 

Jacobsen: Why is he widely considered fraud and leader of a, at least, cult-like movement, 

which still exists today? 

Collins: I cannot speak as to why others may view him as a fraud, but I can speak about the 

reaction myself and some of my associates have shared as historical information started 

surfacing that placed many aspects of this religion and stage persona into question. The religious 

movement as it exists today has been declared to be a destructive cult by both religious[xv] and 

non-religious[xvi] groups, and when a former member first encounters critical information, it is 

often followed by waves of emotion. 

There are numerous sects and sub-sects of the “Message”, the religious following of William 

Marrion Branham.[xvii] There are also sects of Pentecostalism and other religious cult 

followings who place value on the doctrines that Branham introduced or re-introduced.[xviii] 

Yet in all of their various forms, almost every sect has theology that requires William Branham 

to be a focal point. In the more extreme sects, Branham’s stage persona has actually embedded 

itself into fundamental, core doctrines[xix], and leaders of those sects preach apocalyptic 

theology that is fully dependent upon William Branham as a means to escape Armageddon[xx]. 

As I slowly uncovered information[xxi] separating the “William Branham” used as a basis for 

core doctrine from the historical “William Branham”, and slowly began to distinguish the 

difference between the elements used for the creation of the stage persona and real life, the word 

“fraud” would have been tame compared to the other words racing through my mind. Not only 

was I unaware that previous, much different versions of his stage persona existed[xxii], I felt as 

though I had been manipulated into my religious beliefs through deception. This feeling was 

exacerbated by the leaders of the movement who had access to this information for decades yet 

continued to preach doctrines dependent upon the final adjustments to the stage persona while 

concealing information concerning the earlier iterations. 

Once the emotions lifted, curiosity drove me into a research project that would last for several 

years. I had to know whether or not William Branham could accurately be considered a fraud. 

With information quickly becoming available that offered glimpses into his past and seeing a 

much different version of history than had been available to us in the movement, I knew that it 

was quite possible that his intentions were good – regardless of the destructive nature of their 

outcome. Was he a fraud? Or was he simply a good man with a passion for helping people 

during a difficult time in American history? 
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Our conversation will be unique, as it is the first time that I’ve had the opportunity to explore 

these questions in public, and the historical data used to form my opinion is virtually 

unpublished. 

Jacobsen: What are the ways in which cults, cult-like groups, and others, can be created, 

maintained, and even grown over time? What are the tricks of their trade? How is 

Branhamism a case in point – in Canada, in Australia, in the United States of America, and 

elsewhere? 

Collins: I recently have had the opportunity to work with former members of another Pentecostal 

cult that has a strong presence in the United States, Mexico, several countries in Africa, and 

more. If I were to describe the structural composition of this religious movement to former 

members of William Branham’s “Message” cult following without mentioning its leader or 

doctrine, those who escaped Branham’s movement would instantly assume that I was referring to 

the “Message”. Yet at the same time, former members of both groups contacted me after 

watching episodes of “Leah Remini: Scientology and the Aftermath”, describing similarities they 

had identified with the inner workings of Scientology and the cults from which they escaped. 

Each time a destructive cult makes headlines in the news after a destructive episode or exposure, 

members and former members of other cults often notice similarities. 

This is a much different experience for current members of a cult as it is for former. Current 

members of cults, having been trained to place an unhealthy amount of focus upon their leader, 

notice the unhealthy level of interest members of the cult making headlines have in their leader. 

They experience cognitive dissonance as they try to reconcile the conflicting emotions as they 

realize their situation is so similar and begin suppressing any troubling similarities while taking 

mental note of the list of any positive attributes of their own cult leader. 

Former members, especially those who recently escaped, are more sensitive to the destructive 

qualities. Like the general population who have never experienced a religious cult, they 

recognize the harm in placing unhealthy levels of reverence, importance, and power in the leader 

of the movement, but also recognize deeper observations such as similarities in the creation and 

control of the group they escaped and the group they are observing. 

I find it both fascinating and disturbing that the same scenarios can be applied to the creation, 

maintenance, and growth of destructive cults. Many cult leaders have emerged after having 

either experienced or observed the formation and design of other cult followings. Rev. Jim Jones 

of Peoples Temple, whose cult following ended in mass suicide at Jonestown, Guyana, was a 

member of William Branham’s “Message” cult[xxiii] during the time the “Message” was more 

closely aligned with the “Latter Rain” sect of Pentecostalism. Branham, whose campaign team 

was comprised of former members from Rev. John Alexander Dowie’s “Zion City” cult, appears 

to have used many of Dowie’s ideas and theology, including a claim to be the return of “Elijah 

the prophet” from the Old Testament. Before starting his own cult following and claiming to be 

another return of “Elijah”, Rev. Charles Fox Parham purposefully observed both Dowie and Rev. 

Frank Sandford, who also claimed to be the return of “Elijah”. [xxiv] Each of these cult leaders, 

though only loosely connected, share many similarities in the creation and establishment, 

maintenance and control, and spreading of their religious movements. All created their religious 

movements with an open-door policy, claiming participation with other denominations while 

slowly attracting members out of them. Over time and as their cults were being established, 

cooperation was slowly replaced with distaste or even hostility towards the outside groups. The 
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two-way open door effectively transitioned into a one-way partially-closed door, and the 

isolationist mindset was established. Though many different religious cult followings have vastly 

different origins and beliefs, in their core formation, some level of this transition must occur for 

them to become destructive. 

Once a group of people has placed an unusual amount of control and reverence to a single 

individual or single group of individuals, i.e. the cult leader(s), and the following has started to 

become convinced that the leader(s) have supernatural abilities greater than other humans both 

inside or outside their group, it is difficult to maintain. The leaders of these movements are, as 

we know, normal human beings, and are subject to all of the types of problems that exist in 

humanity. Not only must they ensure that their followers continue believing in their “gifts” and 

their “elevated” status, they must prevent the group from critically examining all aspects of their 

lifestyle. The group must conform, but they must also be controlled to prevent widespread 

critical analysis. 

Religious cults often manipulate or control behavior patterns, from dress code to 

entertainment.[xxv] In movies and in television, similar stereotypical clothing is used to depict a 

cult, and viewers generally agree that they “look like a cult”. This is a direct result of creators 

noticing similarities in the dress code and behavior of religious movements in the news, and their 

contrast from other members of society. For people in these groups, it provides a quick-and-easy 

way to identify members from non-members, but for the leaders, it shifts a great deal of focus 

away from themselves and onto those who do not conform. 

Cult leaders must also limit the amount of information that is available to the group and control 

the information that has been made available.[xxvi] Leaders who claim to be “prophets” must 

only allow information about “prophecies” that appear to have been accurate, while concealing 

or controlling the perception of information available for “prophecies” that were not 

accurate.[xxvii] Healers must avoid letting the group learn of those who continued to suffer or 

die after being “healed”, those claiming benevolence must conceal their personal finances, and 

all must conceal or control information that humanizes themselves or their ministries. This type 

of control is not limited to external sources. Every group contains a very diverse set of members, 

many of which have very curious and analytical minds. Thoughts and emotions must also be 

manipulated and controlled to prevent those minds from questioning and exploring to prevent 

widespread demotivation.[xxviii] 

The difficulty in continuing this type of control leads to the outreach programs we see in 

Branhamism and other religious cult followings. It is far more effort to maintain this level of 

manipulation in cities or even countries of origin. Access to critical information is easily 

available for local members yet almost non-existent for those on distant shores. Many religious 

cults turn to global outreach to grow their following rather than local campaigns to attract new 

members. 

Thankfully, the information age has leveled the playing field. The digitalization of media 

archives and social network interaction has managed to bring even the most distant parts of the 

world together, and the sharing of information has led to mass exodus or implosion of many 

destructive groups. 

Jacobsen: How can questioning followers of ‘The Message’ begin to help themselves 

become extricated from it? 
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Collins: It is very difficult leaving a destructive cult following, whether it is the “Message” (in 

its many various forms and leadership) or other. For many former members, the negative effects 

were felt for several years.[xxix] Ironically, the easiest way for most people to break free from 

these groups is to heed the advice of the cult leaders: Study the group’s information! If you are in 

the “Message”, study the “Message”. Study the works, history, and legacy of William Branham. 

If you are in Scientology, study Scientology! Study the works, history, and legacy of L. Ron 

Hubbard. Don’t limit yourself to study only the filtered information that the cult has promoted or 

manipulated, study everything from praise to critical analysis. 

A member of one of our support groups recently commented, “It’s funny how we study the 

‘Message’ more now that we left than when we were in it!” It is true; many former members find 

themselves digging through mounds of information to try and piece together the artifacts that 

explain the last several years or decades of being controlled and manipulated. At the same time, 

it is very therapeutic. Leaning how and why a cult leader created and maintained their following 

is important but understanding how it directly affected your psychological makeup demystifies 

the manipulation and control. It brings release. 

Jacobsen: How can external agencies, groups, and individuals help those trapped in it? 

Collins: There is a huge need for resources of all kinds. There are as many as 5,000 cults in the 

United States alone[xxx], and very little information is available for most of them. Sadly, a great 

deal of information exists for groups that have tragically ended in mass suicide[xxxi] but was 

almost non-existent leading up to their destructive event. Many similar groups, with similar 

structures and conditions have the same potential outcome, and unfortunately will not be 

critically examined until their climax. 

Counseling is both exhaustive and costly, and many who want to escape or have escaped cannot 

afford the added expense. Most of their surplus income and even retirement funds have been 

given to the cult leaders. In many cases, the cult was also their primary source of income. After 

leaving, former members are starting over in all aspects of life, spiritually, mentally, and 

financially. 

In some parts of the world, former members are clinically diagnosed as having Group 

Dependence Disorder and are treated for symptoms ranging from significant personal and family 

impairment to professional and social impairment.[xxxii] In North America, however, these 

groups are classified generically in the category of “religion”, and the traumatic issues cult 

escapees face are dismissed incorrectly as simply a “bad experience with a poor choice in 

religion.” It is critical that cult psychology training be required learning for psychologists and 

counselors, and that resources are available for those already active in their profession. 

There is a wide variety of areas in which those wishing to assist in the escape of cult members 

could assist, from spreading awareness and assisting in educating cult members to contributing 

towards the much-needed counseling after their escape. Those wishing to do so can contact us on 

our website, http://www.seekyethetruth.com. 
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On Branhamism and Abuse 
Scott Douglas Jacobsen: If we are looking at the severe forms of abuse, what are the main 

ones within community to keep members in line? 

John Collins[1],[2]: This is a difficult question to adequately summarize in one single 

conversation. The “Message” cult following of William Branham has repeatedly evolved and 

branched after multiple iterations of core doctrine, creating very different sects in multiple 

regions of multiple countries around the world, and each sect created from each branch in each 

region of each country has varying levels of abuse. It would be like asking which forms of abuse 

have been used in the Catholic Church in the past seventy-five years; even with the recent 

allegations and convictions of abuse in the Catholic Church, each instance of abuse cannot 

represent the Catholic community as a whole and the sum of all abuse cannot represent the views 

of the religion. Yet the abuse exists, and in many cases, the predators are protected and will 

abuse again. 

In the United States, the most extreme example of abuse in the “Message” that has been 

documented happened at a cult commune in Prescott, Arizona, that William Branham called 

“Goshen” (Referring to the land given to the Hebrews by the Biblical pharaoh of 

Joseph).[i] Members of the commune ranging in ages from children to adult were emotionally, 

physically, and sexually abused as a means to control the group.[ii] Leaders of the commune 

would ostracize people from the community and separate families. Children were forced to 

march around the compound military-style and were physically beaten if they fell out of line. 

Some children were sexually abused by Branham’s close associate Leo Mercer, others burned 

with fire so they would “know what hell felt like”. Parents were instructed to perform acts of 

abuse upon children or each other, while leaders of the commune acted as a “witness” to 

emotional, physical, and sexual abuse. The problem was so widespread that the courts were 

forced to delicately question cult members in areas of sexual and physical abuse, incest, and 

homosexuality. 

Undeniably, the worst documented cases of abuse happened at Colonia Dignidad in the Maule 

Region of Chile under the leadership of “Message” pastor Paul Shaefer.[iii] Shaefer preached 

against “sins of the flesh”, often segregated men and women, and practiced enforced celibacy as 

religious atonement. Those who did not comply were brutally beaten.[iv] Members of the 

commune were monitored by armed guard in a military-style compound. After a child escaped 

and alerted authorities, an investigation led government officials to secret underground chambers 

where cult members were tortured by electric shock.[v] 

When asked about abuse as a means to control, former members of the “Message” have different 

opinions. Many who experienced abuse have the opinion that their abusers were not aligned with 

the views of other members of the “Message”, and though abusive to enforce cult doctrine, 

should be excluded. Others argue that in many cases, leaders of the cult protected and enabled 

their abusers. Since William Branham himself praised physical abuse[vi], members of the cult 

often turn a blind eye to predators in positions ranging from leaders[vii] to lay members. Only in 

the cases where a “Message” cult pastor is exposed after having brainwashed and raped women 

of the church[viii] under the guise of “spiritual husbandry”[ix] is the abuse as a means to control 

beyond question. 
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At the same time, many former members overlook the more obvious forms of abuse. Having 

spent years and sometimes decades suffering through emotional abuse from figures in authority, 

they become so familiar with its effects that patterns of abuse turn into a normal part of life. It is 

not uncommon for members to be persuaded to ostracize friends or family members who 

question cult doctrine, or to be emasculated from the pulpit for not adhering to cult rules. Often, 

this persuasion is reinforced using Branham’s praise of corporal punishment for women and 

children. When it is put into action in the homes of parishioners, emotional abuse is followed by 

physical and even sexual. Branham praised those who brutally beat unclothed victims to the 

point of swelling and mutilation of skin[x], and the worst cases of abuse involve stripping 

females and both shaming and severely beating them.[xi] [xii] 

Though the nature and severity of the abuse widely differs between cult churches, there appears 

to be a common theme. Former members who attended churches led by elders who used 

Branham’s statements to support emotional and physical abuse seem to have noticed more 

victims than those who attended churches that avoided those statements. Said one former 

“Message” member: “Most kids I know including myself were physically abused, all in the name 

of ‘spare the rod and spoil the child’ (A statement Branham frequently made in his sermons to 

support corporal punishment). Interestingly, similar patters appear in testimony from former 

members who attended “home church” – gathering in homes to listen to Branham’s recorded 

sermons from 1947-1965 – or who frequently listened to those recordings during the week 

between services. In a majority of cases described by former members, the abuse was designed 

to enforce cult rules and doctrine. 

Jacobsen: How do these tactics differ for men and women?  

Collins: Any strategy used to manipulate or control members of a cult that differ between 

genders is directly related to the way in which gender roles are defined. This is true whether we 

are discussing William Branham’s “Message” cult based on Pentecostalism, Warren Jeff’s FLDS 

cult based on Mormonism, or any other religious cult displaying obvious differences in gender 

roles. The difference in tactics becomes more noticeable in religious groups whose definition of 

gender roles differs from society, especially when the cult’s definition of gender roles is based 

upon cult doctrine. 

Gender roles in the “Message” have been defined very similarly to that of Christian 

Fundamentalism during the 1940’s, 50’s, and 60’s. William Branham encouraged the men to be 

the sole provider for the family unit, the women to be the family cook[xiii], and preached heavily 

against women who had any ambitions of a career.[xiv] Men are permitted to vote on political 

decisions, while women are strictly forbidden.[xv] Men keep up with current fashions, for the 

most part, while women are not allowed.[xvi] 

Men are publicly shamed from the pulpit to enforce the control of their spouse,[xvii] inciting 

men to punish wives who do not adhere to the rules while denigrating women by insinuating they 

are property to be controlled. If wives disobey cult rules, Branham instructed men to beat them 

with boards.[xviii] Those who follow Branham’s advice begin a pattern of emotional and 

physical abuse that in many cases becomes more brutal over time.” [xix] 

Many doctrinal teachings in the “Message are specifically designed to manipulate women 

through emotional abuse. Branham taught his followers to believe that the female part of the 

human race was designed by Satan, and that Satan was still making adjustments to the 

design.[xx] He taught that women were designed specifically to deceive, by her beauty, and that 
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the female human was designed to have less morals than females of all other 

animals.[xxi] According to Branham, women would eventually be the cause of the destruction of 

the United States.[xxii] Women are emotionally manipulated to suppress their natural desire to 

be beautiful, to learn, to achieve, and to succeed. This suppression of thoughts, feelings, 

emotions, and ambition is so painful that it pushes some women into depression and suicidal 

thoughts.[xxiii] 

Jacobsen: Why do these social control tactics differ in these ways? 

Collins: The methods used to manipulate, influence, and control members of any religious cult 

differs between gender roles, especially within cults that originated before the Women’s Rights 

movement of the 1960’s having doctrine opposed to change. Outside a destructive cult, the lines 

separating gender roles have shifted significantly over the past fifty years. In cults based on 

Christian Fundamentalism of the United States, these lines do not move at the same pace, and 

sometimes not at all. 

In the “Message” cult following of William Branham, the core teaching has been preserved 

through time by audio sermons recorded prior to Branham’s death in 1965. Though some sects of 

the cult have deviated from the core doctrine, a majority continue to preach and practice the 

views and opinions of a Christian Fundamentalist preacher fighting against the rapid pace of 

change in the 1940’s, 50’s, and 60’s. These recordings, without the central figure, have 

immortalized the cult leader, and the recordings themselves have become the central figure of the 

cult. As a result, the fight against change continues – even though the “change” has already taken 

place – and far more difficult to enforce or even fully understand in modern culture. 

Many churches that follow Branham’s teachings consider William Branham to be their 

“pastor”… listen to the recordings, and replay Branham’s fight against cultural change every 

Wednesday and twice on Sunday. Those who do not play the tapes structure their sermons to 

match Branham’s agenda from the recordings, continuing the battle against gender 

equality[xxiv] and Civil Rights.[xxv] The typical sermon in a “Message” cult church will contain 

many references to the recordings, using direct quotes from William Branham to express 

Branham’s misogynistic views, and use similar patterns of emotional abuse to further enforce the 

cult’s views. 

According to Branham, women were specifically designed by Satan for sex: 

“But she is designed to be a sex act, and no other animal is designed like that. No other 

creature on the earth is designed like that.” 

– Branham, 1965, Feb 21. “Marriage and Divorce” 

Under Branham’s doctrinal teaching, men are trained to believe that women were a “only a 

scrap”, made to deceive the men: 

“Only a piece, scrap, made of a man, to deceive him by; God made it, right here has 

proved it. That’s what she was made for.” 

– Branham, 1965, Feb 21. “Marriage and Divorce” 

Some cult pastors claim that these doctrines only apply to women who do not adhere to the cult’s 

female dress code, carefully avoiding some of Branham’s statements about the Creation Story. 

But when combined with Branham’s statements supporting or promoting the physical abuse of 

women and children, it is a recipe for disaster. 
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Jacobsen: How does the lack of internal support for critical thinking and, in fact, critical 

theology provide a ripe basis for the members of the community to be taken advantage of, 

throughout life? 

Collins: The most unusual conversation I’ve had with a “Message” believer was when I began 

identifying several newspaper articles confirming William Branham’s 1907 birth year. One of 

the core beliefs in the “Message” was that the year 1909 was “spiritually significant”, and that 

the stars and planets aligned to announce William Branham’s birth. William Branham often 

described how the year 1909 was spiritually significant, and the majority of cult followers 

celebrate his birthdate as April 6, 1909.[xxvi] This was the date Branham used on the marriage 

license to his second wife, Meda.[xxvii] 

Yet according to the 1920 Census[xxviii], William Branham’s parents listed his age as 12, 

placing his birth year in 1907, and newspaper articles I found confirmed the dates listed in the 

1920 Census.[xxix] As it turned out, William Branham also used the year 1907 as a 

“supernatural sign” while speaking to the followers of deceased cult leader John Alexander 

Dowie in Zion City, IL.[xxx] Making matters even more confusing, William Branham listed his 

birth year as 1908 on his marriage license to his first wife, Hope.[xxxi] 

To the follower of William Branham, I said, “William Branham could not have been born in all 

three years, 1907, 1908, and 1909. And if 1907 was ‘supernaturally’ significant because of his 

birth, then 1909 could not be ‘supernaturally’ significant because of his birth.” 

His response surprised me: “I don’t understand it, brother, but I believe every word the ‘prophet’ 

spoke”. 

When followers are manipulated into disabling critical thought, they open the door to critical 

problems. Not only are they allowing themselves to be influenced into believing things they 

would not ordinarily believe, they are allowing themselves to be persuaded into doing things 

they would not ordinarily do. While some might argue that abusive personalities would have 

abused other members of the cult without the emotional abuse Branham used in his sermons or 

the statements that he made promoting emotional and physical abuse, disabling critical 

examination of the sermons while giving ultimate authority to Branham’s words turns every 

statement into an order or action that must be carried out. It is how those orders are carried out 

that can be debated by members, and unfortunately, the abusive personalities carry them out in 

literal form. In the extreme cases, they have been combined with Branham’s misogynistic 

statements and have resulted in sexual abuse. 

The problem, of course, is that this danger does not end after escaping the cult. Many escape 

Branham’s “leadership”, seeking to replace him with another “leader”, and find themselves 

trading one cult for another. Others, unaware that manipulative personalities exist in all walks of 

life, find themselves taken advantage of at home, in the workplace, on the streets, or even in new 

churches by other members. Though the non-cult situations are far less extreme, they could have 

been prevented simply by applying critical thought. 

Jacobsen: What have been some – without names – more tragic cases of those who were 

hurt within community? What are some more heartening ones where people got out and 

started healthy lives outside of the myopic worldview of the purported “Message”? 

Collins: For many years, current and former members of the “Message” were largely unaware of 

the abuse that existed in the cult. There were rumors, obviously, that spread whenever an elder or 
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leader of a cult church stepped down due to sexual misconduct, but for the most part, leaders of 

the “Message” have been largely successful in suppressing information regarding abuse. 

Beyond the horrific cases I’ve already mentioned, the abuse is seldom talked about even by 

former members. Victims who speak out are often further victimized, and some of them have 

reconciled with their predators or abusers. To speak out would be to re-open wounds that are in 

the process of healing and expose others whose victims believe the abuse has ended. The 

predators and abusers were also victims of the cult, manipulated in ways that are difficult for 

anyone to understand, and some former members have sympathy for both the abuser and the 

abused. 

It wasn’t until recently that former members began speaking publicly about their abuse in the 

“Message” cult. A former member with a passion to help the victims setup a website, Casting 

Pearls Project (http://castingpearlsproject.com), and began publishing testimonies by former 

members who had escaped the abuse and reclaimed their lives. This led to several others 

stepping forward, both publicly and in private, allowing those outside the cult to catch a personal 

glimpse into what it was like to be an abused female in the “Message”. 

On the website, there are stories describing nine-year-old girls that were psychologically, 

physically, and sexually abused for years.[xxxii] Multiple women were often forced to strip their 

clothes off to be shamed or molested while fully nude.[xxxiii] Some were brutalized while nude, 

one of which was beaten with a Louisville Slugger baseball bat.[xxxiv] In one case, a child was 

murdered by a sexual predator whose crimes had been covered up.[xxxv] The testimonies given 

by former members are horrific. It would be impossible to rate them as to which are less tragic, 

and which are more. Each victim, each form of abuse, carries just as much weight when one 

former member reaches out to help another. For them, their pain was the worst. 

The beauty of the Casting Pearls Project is that there are happy new beginnings. Each person will 

carry a burden for a lifetime but have been able to start healthy lives. One is an author who is 

actively helping other victims as a volunteer speaker in the Arizona Department of Corrections 

for the Impact of Crime on its Victims Classes (ICVC), discussing the murder of children, the 

impact of child abuse on children, and the impact of domestic violence on 

women.[xxxvi] Women, who were trained from birth to believe that women should not enter the 

workforce, have started successful careers.[xxxvii] Some have found new and healthy churches 

to attend,[xxxviii] while others will never trust religion again.[xxxix] 
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year Adam died, it would have been discovered that Eugene, the babysitter, had a history of 

domestic violence and vile behavior towards children. He abused his first wife and tried to 

strangle and sexually molest their son. Eugene sexually molested his second wife’s daughter 

from her first marriage and then sexually molested the two daughters they had together. Maybe 

Eugene’s family was aware of his history but didn’t inform me. I was an easy target. The 

“Message” hadn’t prepared me to think or speak for myself or to question authority.” Accessed 

2019, Feb 27 from https://castingpearlsproject.com/from-miracle-to-murder 

[xxxvi] Lefler, Joyce A 
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rely only on a true God that loves me unconditionally. Broken and scarred, I am still worthy!” 

Accessed 2019, Feb 26 from https://castingpearlsproject.com/breaking-the-chains 
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On the Theology of “The Message” and William 

Marrion Branham 
Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Let’s talk about specific instances of false claims and lies by the 

late William Marrion Branham. What have been the central false claims by Branham 

about the Bible? 

John Collins[1],[2]: For any who have never spent any significant time learning or indoctrinated 

in the theology of William Branham’s “Message” cult theology, it would sound very strange to 

review Branham’s false claims about the Bible. To the casual listeners of his sermons, those who 

are familiar with the Bible and its teachings, William Branham’s theology is only slightly off in 

many cases. The casual listener might recognize erroneous statements but would be unfamiliar 

with the doctrinal positions built upon those same errors. 

I differ with some of my colleagues in their opinion of the nature of these errors. Some who are 

both familiar with Christian theology and Branham’s errors are of the opinion that Branham was 

simply an uneducated man who did not understand the Biblical text and made some false claims 

that are in three categories: trivial mistakes, unorthodox doctrine based solely upon his religious 

affiliation, and in later years, destructive doctrine. My research has painted a much different 

picture. His early communication skills, as both a speaker and a writer, suggest that he was 

educated much more than his latest iteration of stage persona described. His religious doctrine 

and affiliation are far more fluid than most are aware, as are his doctrinal positions. And the 

errors that some might consider trivial are the building blocks that were used to eventually lift 

himself into position as the central figure of a destructive cult that has been the tree from which 

several other destructive cult branches were created. There definitely appears to have been 

strategy and purpose behind even these false claims. 

For example, William Branham falsely claimed that the Biblical stories of Enoch and Noah 

intersected[i], and that Enoch lived five hundred years until the days of Noah[ii]. To the casual 

listener, this is a simple mistake. The Bible states that Enoch was taken by God after 365 

years and is very clear on the timeline from Enoch to Noah. According to Genesis chapter 5, 

Enoch fathered Methuselah at age 252, Methuselah fathered Lamech at age 187, and Lamech 

fathered Noah at age 182 – placing Noah’s birth approximately seventy years after Enoch left the 

earth. 

Those who are familiar with Branham’s indoctrination strategy, however, recognize this “simple 

mistake” as one of the primary building blocks for a destructive cult. Branham used this 

“mistake” to claim that Noah symbolically represented mainstream Christianity, while Enoch 

symbolically represented the “Bride”, which he considered to be his “Message” cult.[iii] This 

parallel was used by Branham to later claim that mainstream Christianity must suffer while his 

cult would escape unharmed before the End of Days. 

Jacobsen: What have been the central false claims by Branham about Christianity? 

Collins: During the formation of the “Message” cult, as William Branham was establishing a 

group of followers from which to recruit, most of Branham’s claims about Christianity were 

general observations that could seemingly be verified by a large population of the Christian 

community. His claims against mainstream Christianity were mostly limited to statements 

against cold, formal religion[iv], hypocrisy[v], and complacency[vi]; claims that many of his 
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listeners could easily recognize. He rarely spoke against the Christian denominations of faith, as 

many attendees to his highly advertised revival meetings were from mainstream Christianity. 

Instead, he promoted his campaigns as “inter-evangelical”[vii] and “inter-denominational”[viii], 

showing support for the overall non-Catholic Christian community. His sermons contained an 

inviting, all-are-welcome theme of unity.[ix] 

During this time, Branham tailored the theology in his sermons to match the beliefs of the 

majority of people in his revivals and appeared to have understood what he preached. In a prayer 

while standing before a Trinitarian crowd in Erie, PA, Branham asked the “Third Person of the 

Trinity”, the “Holy Spirit” to come.[x] In New York, NY, he announced that he had accepted the 

Trinity.[xi] In Saskatoon, SK, he attempted to unite Oneness Pentecostalism with Trinitarianism, 

explaining that Trinitarians believed in One God, and that Oneness theology was mistakenly 

missing the distinction between the Father and the Son.[xii] Yet Branham is mistakenly 

remembered by most religious historians as a Oneness Pentecostal.[xiii] 

When speaking before non-Trinitarian crowds, however, Branham would reject Trinitarianism, 

claiming that he believed in three “dispensations” of God instead of three “Persons”.[xiv] While 

doing so, he often implied that Trinitarian Christians believed in “three gods”.[xv] Over the 

years, Branham’s doctrine continued to display signs of destructive theology, causing even his 

closest affiliations to sever ties.[xvi] Invitations to speak before Trinitarian churches would 

decrease, leaving his anti-Trinitarian statements the more popular doctrine among his 

diminishing population of listeners. As a result, his false claims comparing Trinitarianism to 

polytheism would eventually become a fundamental part of “Message” theology. 

Branham’s false claim that denominational Trinitarians believe in “three gods” is the central core 

to several trails of very destructive theology, each trail another false claim that is built upon that 

false idea. From this claim, he linked mainstream Christianity to the Serpent in the Garden of 

Eden[xvii]. He claimed that the Bible prohibited baptism in the name of the Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit, which was common among his Oneness Pentecostal peers, but took it a step further 

by claiming Protestantism would eventually merge with the Catholic Church[xviii] to begin the 

battle of Armageddon[xix]. 

Jacobsen: What have been the central false claims by Branham about the role of men and 

women within the church? 

Collins: William Branham’s church organization theology, commonly referred to as “Church 

Order Doctrine”, was the basis for the organization, structure, and governance of his religious 

cult. Within this theology Branham established the hierarchy and rank of his cult pyramid, 

placing himself as the central figure while positioning key individuals as watchers over the ranks 

as is commonly done among many destructive cults. This hierarchy had no position for women, 

which was common among Christian Fundamentalism at the time. Branham’s Creation theology 

was uncommon, however, as he claimed that women were designed by Satan to deceive 

men.[xx] Therefore, instead of placing women at the bottom of the pyramid in the cult structure, 

he appears to have demoted women to a lesser position than even the rank-and-file cult member. 

The Bible describes multiple women in leadership positions. Deborah, a female prophetess, was 

the fourth judge and leader of Israel.[xxi] Junia was an apostle, praised by the Apostle 

Paul.[xxii] Paul describes Phoebe’s role as a deacon[xxiii], and evidence suggests that Pheobe 

may have also done the work of an evangelist.[xxiv] [xxv] Priscilla[xxvi] [xxvii], 

Mary,[xxviii] Chloe[xxix], and others[xxx] ministered or served from their homes. William 
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Branham falsely claimed that the Bible forbade women from participating in these roles, 

carefully avoiding these particular passages when describing his church organization.[xxxi] 

Branham claimed governance of the church body was authoritative rather than servant 

leadership. According to Branham, even the deacons of the cult churches had roles of authority, 

and he described their role as that of “police officers”.[xxxii] This is vastly different from the 

role of the deacon in mainstream Christianity. The word “deacon” is derived from the Greek 

word diákonos (διάκονος)[xxxiii], which meant “servant”. 

Jacobsen: What have been the central false claims about the nature of the world and the 

nature of Christ by Branham (compared to mainstream interpretations of the Bible and 

the narrative of the life of Christ)? 

Collins: William Branham made several extra-biblical claims about Jesus Christ as he compared 

Christ’s days on earth to his own. According to Branham, eighty-six percent of Christ’s ministry 

was focused upon “divine healing”.[xxxiv] Rather than an eternally-existing Person of the 

Godhead, Branham taught that Christ was the archangel Michael from Jude 1:9 in the 

Bible.[xxxv] Similar to many ancient mythologies, Branham taught a version of Christianity 

wherein both the good deity and evil deity were equal. According to Branham, Satan was once 

equal in power to God.[xxxvi] 

As a result, Branham’s doctrine over-emphasized the forces of evil, under-emphasized the forces 

of good, and drew attention to himself as the rising “spiritual” champion. The worldview his 

extra-biblical claims created was very disturbing, one he considered to be “Satan’s 

Eden”.[xxxvii] As the cult’s destructive nature began to progress towards doomsday 

predictions,[xxxviii] Branham’s opinion of the world further declined while his claims about 

himself grew more egotistical. After convincing his followers that he was the return of “Elijah 

the prophet”, Branham began to claim that the “Elijah” of today was “Jesus Christ” in the form 

of a prophet.[xxxix] Branham’s central false claim about the nature of Christ was that he, 

himself, was the Christ. He was very strategic in how these claims were made; building blocks of 

doctrine were spread across several sermons, and one must be fully indoctrinated to understand 

or believe all of his claims about himself. 

Mainstream interpretations of the world and nature of Christ are literally reversed. Most people 

in mainstream Christianity believe Jesus to be eternally God,[xl] and believe any person claiming 

to be Jesus Christ to be an inspired voice of Satan.[xli] If you examine the core, fundamental 

elements of mainstream Christianity and Branham’s “Message” cult doctrine, the two appear to 

be direct opposites. 

Jacobsen: What have been the main lies by Branham to the followers of The Message? 

Collins: Similar to the strategy of introducing a biblical error into the doctrine, growing 

acceptance, and building tiers of other doctrinal errors upon it, Branham’s stage persona was 

created by introducing a series of factual errors. Each error appears to be minor when examined 

alone, but when examined as a collection, one factual error is fully dependent upon another. Yet 

they are equally as important. All factual errors appear to serve the purpose of giving his stage 

persona “supernatural” and authoritative characteristics. 

At its core, the “Message” belief system has been based upon the idea that William Branham was 

the reincarnation of the “spirit” of the prophet Elijah from the Old Testament[xlii], and that a 

series of life-changing “supernatural” events were all part of “God’s plan” to lift William 
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Branham into power as the “prophet messenger” sent to condemn the world and announce the 

return of Jesus Christ. The factual errors surrounding these events, however, are significant when 

considering their importance to the “Message”. If these elements of Branham’s stage persona are 

not true, then Branham’s importance in Church history is diminished to nothing more than a 

religious grifter. 

Branham claimed to have been a Baptist minister[xliii] who ignored the “Pentecostal 

calling”[xliv], and claimed that as a result, God killed his father, brother, first wife, and daughter 

during the time of the 1937 flood of the Ohio River.[xlv] He also claimed that as a result of these 

two events, several “supernatural” events took place redirecting him back into “God’s plan”, 

which his cult believes (based upon his doctrine) was to become the final “messenger” before the 

destruction of the world. 

Many people influenced by Branham’s “Message” cult theology are surprised to learn that many 

of the details in these claims are either inaccurate or fabricated for the sake of molding his stage 

persona. When Branham first started his church in Jeffersonville, Indiana, he inherited a 

Pentecostal congregation from his mentor: Pentecostal minister and Ku Klux Klan leader Rev. 

Roy E. Davis.[xlvi] [xlvii] [xlviii] The 1936 deed, plat map, and newspaper advertisements were 

for the “Billie Branham Pentecostal Tabernacle”[xlix] instead of “Baptist Church”, and he had 

been affiliated with the Pentecostal faith as early as 1928.[l] [li] His wife was diagnosed with the 

disease that led to her death in January 1936[lii], and she died long after the 1937 flood subsided. 

When one takes the time to examine the historical data concerning each claim, it is evident a 

majority of claims regarding himself and the events surrounding his ministry were both creations 

of his own imagination and accounts containing many incorrect details. 

Jacobsen: What have been the peripheral but noteworthy false claims by Branham made 

about the Bible? 

Collins: There are too many peripheral claims to examine in one conversation, however there is 

one peripheral claim that is significant when considering the creation of the cult structure. 

William Branham claimed that the Bible text describes a timeline of succession of prophets, one 

“major prophet” per “age”[liii], each described as the human through which came salvation, and 

without which came destruction.[liv] He often used symbology to compare this scenario to 

present times, suggesting that he was the “prophet” for this “age” while other evangelists of the 

era who were claiming prophecy would lead “their people” to destruction.[lv] In doing so, 

Branham changes the Biblical narrative such that it makes the role of Biblical prophets 

authoritative rather than supportive and creates dependencies on human leadership rather than 

divine. Branham’s theology concerning Biblical prophets described that of the central figure of a 

cult, and once indoctrinated with these false claims, his followers use these them to defend 

Branham’s authoritative leadership. 

If one simply searches for ‘Cyrus’ and ‘Darius’ in the Old Testament, it is evident that the 

Biblical narrative describes multiple major and minor prophets that were alive and active at the 

same time. Major prophets Jeremiah, Daniel, and Ezekiel were prophesying at the same time 

minor prophets Obediah, Habbakuk were prophesying, and the only theological distinction 

between a “major” and a “minor” prophet is the number of pages available to us in the Bible 

canon.[lvi] 

So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian 
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Daniel 6:28 

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the Lord spoken by 

Jeremiah, the Lord moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation 

throughout his realm and also to put it in writing: 

2 Chronicles 36:22 

Are you wiser than Daniel? Is no secret hidden from you? 

Ezekiel 28:3 

Jacobsen: What have been the peripheral but noteworthy false claims by Branham made 

about Christianity? 

Collins: Branham’s peripheral claims about Christianity were typically statements that appear to 

have been made in an attempt to create a distaste in mainstream Christianity. Inaccurate 

statements can be found through Branham’s recorded sermons ranging from modern theology to 

ancient Church history. When examined as a whole, the combination of false claims promotes 

his notion that Protestantism would eventually merge into Catholicism leaving only his 

“Message” cult as the single body of “Christians” that will stand against the Roman Catholic 

Church – which he claimed to be inspired by Satan.[lvii] Chronologically speaking, this trail of 

reasoning begins with his inaccurate description of the First Council of Nicaea (325 A.D.) 

In Branham’s version of history, the Council gathered to force Trinitarianism upon the body of 

Christians, introducing the notion of Pagan polytheism into Church doctrine.[lviii] This, he 

claimed, was Satan’s disguising himself in the form of Christian religion to later deceive those 

who did not accept “their prophet for the age” (himself). Many people influenced with 

Branham’s theology are surprised to learn that the intentions of the Nicene Council were almost 

the exact opposite; they organized to prevent the influence of Arianism, which many claimed to 

be the influence of Greek mythology (polytheism) into Christianity.[lix] 

Arius, from which the Arianism doctrine originated, believed Jesus Christ to be a creature 

distinct from God the Father, and therefore subordinate to Him. He believed that God the Father 

existed eternally, but that the Son did not. According to Arius, John 3:16’s description of “God’s 

only begotten Son” was to be interpreted literally; that God literally fathered a subordinate Son. 

He believed that the Holy Spirit was not part of the Godhead, rejecting the Trinitarian views for a 

form of Dualism, or two gods. According to Christian historians, Arius’ theology was quite 

popular. So much so that the notion of a “God of our God”[lx] was seen as a threat to the 

existence of Christianity. A council of Christian bishops met in the Bithynian city of Nicaea to 

squash the quickly growing sect. After much debate, they declared that there was only One God, 

and that Arius’ notion of two Gods was heretical. This resulted in the Niceno-Constinopolitan 

Creed, and ultimately the preservation of Christian monotheism in the form of 

Trinitarianism.[lxi] 

It is interesting that William Branham used false claims about the Nicene Council and Nicene 

Creed to support the Oneness Pentecostalism theology he is remembered for preaching, because 

Branham himself was not beholden to any specific belief concerning the Christian Godhead. 

Depending upon his audience, Branham preached Modalism[lxii], Arianism[lxiii], and 

Trinitarianism.[lxiv] 
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Jacobsen: What have been the peripheral but noteworthy false claims by Branham made 

about the nature of the world and the nature of Christ by Branham (compared to 

mainstream interpretations of the Bible and the narrative of the life of Christ)? 

Collins: The “Gospel”, in its simplest form, is the idea that God walked among man, in human 

flesh, to offer Himself as a sacrifice to take the place of the sins of the world.[lxv] In Oneness 

Pentecostalism William Branham is almost universally remembered as preaching, there is no 

distinction between God the Father or God the Son; Oneness theology believes simply that 

“God” died on the cross for the transgression.[lxvi] Trinitarian theologians also believe that 

“God” died on the cross for the transgression, but that Jesus Christ is one third, or one Person, in 

a triune Godhead.[lxvii] 

In most cases, William Branham agreed with either the Oneness[lxviii] or the 

Trinitarian[lxix] theological view. To specific crowds however, Branham deviated from both of 

these theological views to claim that God left Jesus shortly before the crucifixion, and that Jesus 

was a mortal human at the time of his death.[lxx] Most ministers in mainstream Christianity 

would argue that the death of a mortal on a cross would be simply that: the death of a mortal on a 

cross. God offering Himself as a sacrifice in human flesh has significant meaning to most 

Christians.[lxxi] 

Jacobsen: What have been the peripheral but noteworthy lies by Branham to the followers 

of The Message? 

Collins: When I first started my research, a minister who had recently left the “Message” 

presented me with a list of questions that he had accumulated during his years promoting 

William Branham and his ministry. The list was several pages long. When I first examined the 

list, I discounted a majority of the issues raised because they seemed insignificant. “Is it true that 

John the Baptist only had – six converts?” “Are UFO’s really investigating angels of judgment?” 

“Is Capernaum, today at the bottom of the sea?” The full list, including many of William 

Branham’s quotes raising the questions, can be viewed on my website 

at seekyethetruth.com/Branham/resources-deep-questions.aspx. 

Over time, and as my understanding of the research material increased, I realized that these were 

not insignificant questions. Yes, they were peripheral to Branham’s fundamental doctrine, but 

each question about each false statement made by William Branham was detrimental to the 

structural integrity of the cult’s theology. Some of the points listed were not even specifically 

questioning William Branham; they were questioning statements made by William Branham 

during times Branham claimed that God was speaking through him – they were allegedly 

statements made by God Himself! 

Branham’s claim that the city of Capernaum lies beneath the sea, for instance, seems to be a 

simple error in geographical and historical knowledge when taken at face value. This statement 

was made, however, as Branham claimed to be “prophesying” condemnation for the city of Los 

Angeles.[lxxii] [lxxiii] The “Voice” claimed that the cities of Sodom, Gomorrah, and Capernaum 

lie at the bottom of the sea, and that Los Angeles would suffer the same fate unless the people of 

the city repented. 

This is significant, because the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah have yet to be discovered. Only a 

divine voice could know that the cities were in the depths of the sea, if this is actually the case. 

Capernaum, on the other hand, has never been submerged, and is a famous site for tourists to 
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visit locations where the Apostles held meetings. The city lay in ruins from about the third 

century to 1839 when it was discovered by a visiting scholar. Recent excavations have identified 

St. Peter’s home, where Jesus would have visited.[lxxiv] 

Jacobsen: Of all the false claims and lies by Branham, what single false claim or lie tends to 

be the most powerful in deconverting members from the cult or cult-like community? 

Collins: I wish that I could say that one single area of research could lead to the awakening of 

those under the undue influence of this or any destructive cult. I wish that I could create one 

single document or brochure describing the issue and why it is false, providing all of the many 

resources available to allow members to examine the false claim for themselves. The sad truth is 

that this is not how it works. There is a reason why the term “brainwashing” is used by some 

people to describe this process; those subjected to this type of manipulation over long periods of 

time are unable to follow logic or reason concerning the cult, its leader, or its history. 

Of the hundreds of issues identified with William Branham’s claims, there are several 

undeniable, critical flaws. Each false claim is either related to, supported by, or supporting 

another false claim, opening the door to circular reasoning. Members cannot reject one claim 

while supporting another, because each claim has been inter-connected in their mind. Should any 

single issue be identified to the programmed mind, it is quickly absorbed, devalued, and 

forgotten through cognitive dissonance. 

A member who has fully immersed themselves into a cult has formed a new identity, and that 

identity is constructed from a blend of both cult doctrine and personal experience. The de-

conversion of any victim of this type of mind control requires great effort and much patience. 

The cult identity that has formed must be separated from the true, authentic self, and this process 

is an appeal to the human buried deep inside the identity – not a debate with the outer shell of the 

cult identity over false claims. Sure, the claims must be examined, but it is unlikely that a single 

claim will unravel the cocoon spun by cult indoctrination. The authentic self must first be 

seeking for answers, and that authentic self must still retain enough sanity to comprehend the 

questions. 
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positivism,” Baxter explained. He noted: “This bothered me and I saw it was an ‘out’ to 

accommodate people who weren’t getting healed. ‘There must have been something wrong with 

their faith.’ And so that disturbed me.” 

[xvii] Branham, William. 1958, Sept 28. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit. “Then, then, in here 

they lost it, went into a Catholic denomination; come out in a Lutheran denomination, come out 

in a Wesley denomination, then they’re going right into the Pentecostal then. But, just before the 

end time, the Seed is almost gone from the earth. It’s waded out, the Seed of the righteous. The 

seed of the serpent is just accumulating faster and faster and faster, getting ready for this atomic 

age, to be destroyed.” 

[xviii] Branham, William. 1962, Dec 16. The Falling Apart of the World. “It’s another Babylon 

that must fall. Peace on earth? A false messiah! An anti-christ in its teaching. How you going to 

throw these denominations together when they won’t even…They can’t even agree with one 

another now when they broke up in little systems like that, how about all joining together and 

getting over there? Yes. See, it’s a false setup. It’s all done to throw Protestantism into 

Romanism. A false, anti-christ teaching.” 

[xix] Branham, William. 1961, Aug 8. Thy House. “Now, the Bible predicts that in the last days 

that He will trap Catholicism, Romanism, and all those things, and them—communism, and all 

of them together in the valleys of Megiddo there, until there will be such a slaughter amongst 

them, until the blood will flow to a horse’s bit” 

[xx] Branham, William. 1965, Feb 21. Marriage and Divorce. “But in the human race, it’s the 

woman that’s pretty, not the man; if he is, there is something wrong, there is crossed-up seed 

somewhere. Originally it’s that way. Why, why was it done? To deceive by. Her designer, Satan, 

is still working on her, too, in these last days.” 

[xxi] Judges 4:4. “And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged Israel at that 

time.” 

[xxii] Romans 16:7. “Greet Andronicus and Junias, my kinsmen and my fellow prisoners, who 

are outstanding among the apostles, who also were in Christ before me.” 

[xxiii] Romans 16:1-2. “commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a servant of the church which 

is at Cenchrea; 

that you receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and that you help her in 

whatever matter she may have need of you; for she herself has also been a helper of many, and of 

myself as well.” 

[xxiv] Phoebe: Deacon of the Church in Cenchrea. Accessed 2019, Mar 10 

from https://margmowczko.com/was-phoebe-a-deacon-of-the-church-in-cenchrea-part-1/ 
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[xxv] Women Church Leaders in the New Testament. Accessed 2019, Mar 10 

from https://margmowczko.com/new-testament-women-church-leaders/ 

[xxvi] 1 Corinthians 16:19. “The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Prisca greet you 

heartily in the Lord, with the church that is in their house.” 

[xxvii] Romans 16:3-5. “Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who for my 

life risked their own necks, to whom not only do I give thanks, but also all the churches of the 

Gentiles; also greet the church that is in their house.” 

[xxviii] Acts 12:12. “And when he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of 

John who was also called Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying.” 

[xxix] 1 Corinthians 1:1. “For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s 

people, that there are quarrels among you.” 

[xxx] Women Church Leaders in the New Testament. Accessed 2019, Mar 10 

from https://margmowczko.com/new-testament-women-church-leaders/ 

[xxxi] Example: Branham, 1965. Feb 21. “Marriage and Divorce”. “They make her pastors, 

evangelists, when the Bible completely forbids it. And the Bible said, “as also saith the Law,” 

making it run in continuity, the whole thing.” 

[xxxii] Branham, William. 1963, Dec 26. Church Order. “A policeman (or the deacon) is a 

military police to the army, courtesy, but yet with authority. See? You know what a military 

police is, is actually, if he carries out his rights, I think he’s just like a chaplain. You see? It’s 

courtesy and everything, but yet he has an authority. See, you must mind him. See, he 

puts…These rookies get out there and get drunk, why, he puts them in their place. And so is the 

deacon to put them in their place. 133 Now, remember, the deacon is a policeman, and a 

deacon’s office is actually more strict than most any office in the church.” 

[xxxiii] “deacon”. The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language (4th ed.). 

Bartleby. 2000. 

[xxxiv] Branham, William. 1964, March 18. “Jesus used about eighty-six percent of His ministry 

was upon Divine healing, that He might attract the attention of the people, then explain what His 

purpose was there. And, that’s the same thing, we’re trying to continue His ministry in the best 

way that we know how, believing that He still remains the same yesterday, today, and forever.” 

[xxxv] Branham, William. 1955, July 9. Beginning And Ending Of The Gentile Dispensation. 

““And at that time, Michael shall stand, the great prince.” Michael was Christ, of course, Who 

fought the Angelic wars in Heaven, with the devil. Satan and Michael fought together, or fought 

against each other, rather.” 

[xxxvi] Branham, William. 1965, Feb 21. Marriage and Divorce. “Did you know Satan was co-

equal with God one day? Sure was, all but a creator; he was everything, stood at the right hand of 

God, in the Heavens, the great leading Cherubim.” 

[xxxvii] Branham, William. 1965, August 29. “Satan’s Eden”. 

[xxxviii] The Basics: William Branham’s Doomsday Predictions. Accessed Mar 10 

from http://seekyethetruth.com/Branham/resources-basics-doomsday.aspx 
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[xxxix] Branham, William. 1965, Nov 27. Trying to Do God A Service Without it Being God’s 

Will. “But the Elijah of this day is the Lord Jesus Christ. He is to come according to Matthew the 

seventeen-…Luke 17:30, is, the Son of man is to reveal Himself among His people. Not a man, 

God! But it’ll come through a prophet.” 

[xl] Ham, Jeremy. Is Jesus All-Powerful and Eternal. Accessed 2019, Mar 10 

from https://answersingenesis.org/answers/biblical-authority-devotional/is-jesus-all-powerful-

and-eternal/ 

[xli] How can one recognize a false Christ?. Accessed 2019, Mar 10 

from https://www.bibleinfo.com/en/questions/how-can-one-recognize-false-christ 

[xlii] Elijah Has Already Come. Accessed 2019, Mar 14 

from https://branham.org/articles/20130520_ElijahHasAlreadyCome. “God does not play with 

words, as we are rightly taught by the Prophet Elijah for our day, Brother William Marrion 

Branham.” 

[xliii] Branham, William. 1949, July 18. I Was Not Disobedient to the Heavenly Vision. “When I 

was a minister, a Baptist preacher in my church for twelve years, I never even received one red 

penny of salary.” 

[xliv] Branham, William. 1951, April 15. Life Story. “She said, “Today she might have 

something to eat, and tomorrow she might not have nothing to eat.” But brother, I come to find 

out what she called “trash” was “the cream of the crop.” And bless my heart…?… And said, 

“You mean to tell me that you’d take…” Said… And Hope started crying. And she said, 

“Mother…” She said, “I—I—I want to go with him.” And she said, “Very well, Hope. If you go, 

your mother will go in a grave heartbroken. That’s all.” And then Hope started crying. 80 And—

and there, friends, is where my sorrows started. I listened to my mother-in-law in the stead of 

God. He was giving me the opportunity. And there this gift would’ve been manifested long time 

ago, if I’d just went ahead and done what God told me to do.” 

[xlv] Branham, William. 1955, June 26. My Life Story. “Now, from here, listen. I listened to my 

mother-in-law instead of God, and forsaken the church, and went on back with the Baptist 

people. Right away, plagues hit my home. My wife took sick; my father died on my arm; my 

brother was killed. And everything happened just in a few days. A great flood hit the country and 

washed away the homes. My wife was in the hospital. And I was out on a rescue with my boat.” 

[xlvi] Davis, Roy. 1950, Oct. Wm. Branham’s First Pastor. Voice of Healing. “”I am the minister 

who received Brother Branham into the first Pentecostal assembly he ever frequented. I baptized 

him, and was his pastor for some two years. I also preached his ordination sermon, and signed 

his ordination certificate, and heard him preach his first sermon.” 

[xlvii] Being Fingerprinted. 1961, Apr 7. Shreveport Times. “Being fingerprinted at the city 

police station is R. E. Davis (center), self-described leader of the Ku Klux Klan who was arrested 

by city police and questioned here today. 

[xlviii] Deep Study: Roy E. Davis, Imperial Wizard of the Original Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. 

Accessed 2019, Mar 14 from http://seekyethetruth.com/branham/resources-deep-davis.aspx 

[xlix] 1936, Nov 9. Warranty Deed, Lot 16, Block 4, Ingram & Reads Subdivision to E.A. 

Seward, George DeArk, Frank Weber, Trustees of the Billie Branham Pentecostal Tabernacle 

Church 
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[l] Davis Revival in North Nashville Not Union Affair. 1928, Sept 9. The Tennessean. 

[li] Branham describes Nashville Parthenon where Davis’ Revival was held: Branham, William. 

1962, Sept 9. In His Presence. “One day down in Memphis, Tennessee, or one…I don’t think it 

was in Memphis. It was one of the places there. I was with Brother Davis and was having a—a 

revival. It might have been Memphis. And we was, went to a coliseum, and they had in there, not 

a coliseum, it was kind of an art gallery, and they had the—the great statues that they had got 

from different parts of the earth, of different, Hercules and so forth, and great artists had 

painted.” 

[lii] Certificate of Death: Hope Branham. 1937, July 21. “Date of onset: 1-1936” 

[liii] Example: Branham, William. 1951, Sept 29. Our Hope is in God. “There never was in the 

age, any two major prophets on the earth at one time. There were many minor prophets, but there 

were one major prophet.” 

[liv] Branham, William. 1963, Jun 28. A Greater Than Solomon Is Here. “God always in every 

age dealt with man through signs, because He is supernatural. And where supernatural God is, 

there is bound to be supernatural things going on. Then we find, in the days of Noah, those who 

believed his message and come in, was saved, and those that rejected his message perished. He 

give them a sign of building an ark. In the days of Moses, God’s speaking through human lips 

could call flies, fleas, frogs, close the heavens, make it dark, by a prophet that was thoroughly a 

vindicated. Those who believed and come out of Egypt, across the dividing line of the Red Sea, 

was saved. Those who was on the other side, perished.” 

[lv] Example: Branham, William. An Exposition of the Seven Church Ages. “And people will go 

to them, and bear with them, and support them, and believe them, not knowing it is the way of 

death. Yes, the land is full of carnal impersonators. In that last day they will try to imitate that 

prophet-messenger.” 

[lvi] Austin-Lett. Major and Minor Prophets. Accessed 2019, Mar 14 

from https://www.biblewise.com/bible_study/questions/major-minor-prophets.php 

[lvii] Branham, William. An Exposition of the Seven Church Ages. Ch 6. “This chapter shows 

the power of the Roman Catholic Church and what she will do through organization. Remember 

this is the false vine. Let it name the Name of the Lord, it does so only in a lie. Its headship is not 

of the Lord but of Satan.” 

[lviii] Branham, William. 1961, Jan 8. Revelation, Chapter Four #3. ““Trinitarianism is of the 

devil!” I say that THUS SAITH THE LORD! Look where it come from. It come from the Nicene 

Council when the Catholic church become in rulership. The word “trinity” is not even mentioned 

in the entire Book of the Bible. And as far as three Gods, that’s from hell.” 

[lix] Nelson, Ryan. 2018, Sept 14. What Was the Council of Nicaea?. Accessed 2019, Mar 14 

from https://overviewbible.com/council-of-nicaea/ 

[lx] Heather and Matthews. Goths in the Fourth Century. p. 143. 

[lxi] Arius. New World Encyclopedia. Accessed 2019, Mar 14 

from http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Arius 
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[lxii] Branham, William. 1956, April 20. When Their Eyes Were Opened. “The same was God 

the Father, leading Moses, called God the Father, the three dispensations, Fatherhood, Sonship, 

and Holy Ghost. See? It’s just three offices of the same self God.” 

[lxiii] Branham, William. 1957, June 30. Thirsting For Life. “And they use the word of eternal 

sonship of God. The word don’t even make sense to me. The word “eternal” means “eternity, 

which had no begin or has no end.” And “son” means “had a beginning.” So how could it… It 

could be a eternal Godship, but never an eternal sonship. A son is one that’s begotten of. So it 

had a beginning.” 

[lxiv] Branham, William. 1952, July 13. God Testifying of His Gifts. “Then Jesus Christ comes 

into His Church, to His people, to manifest Himself out through the people, while He, Himself, is 

setting at the right hand of the Father, sending back the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the 

trinity, to live in human beings, to work through them, to show the same works that He did in the 

beginning, making Him, “the same yesterday, today, and forever.” 

[lxv] What is the Gospel. Accessed from https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/what-is-the-gospel/ 

[lxvi] Slick, Matt. What is Oneness Pentecostal Theology. Accessed 2019, Mar 14 

from https://carm.org/oneness-pentecostal-theology 

[lxvii] Our Triune God. Accessed 2019, Mar 14 

from https://www.gty.org/library/articles/A215/our-triune-god 

[lxviii] Example: Branham, William. 1965, August 1. God of This Evil Age. “And then, if that 

be so, the whole Godhead bodily shaped up in the Person of Jesus Christ. And then when Jesus 

died at the cross, I died with Him, for I was in Him then; for He was the fullness of the Word, 

manifested, knowing that we would be manifested later.” 

[lxix] Example: Branham, William. 1950, July 16. Believest Thou This. “I believe He was a 

God-man. He was more than a man. He was the Divine One that God sent from out of heaven. 

Yes, sir. I know He cried like a man when He was dying at the cross, mid rendering rocks and 

darkening skies, my Saviour bowed His head and died. That’s right. He was a man when He was 

dying. But when He rose on the third day, He proved He was God. That’s right. God was in His 

Son. He raised Him up. He was Divine.” 

[lxx] Branham, William. 1965, April 18. It Is the Rising of the Sun. “The Spirit left Him, in the 

Garden of Gethsemane. He had to die, a man.” 

[lxxi] Example: Graham, Billy. 2016, March 24. Did God Abandon Jesus on the Cross? Billy 

Graham Answers. Accessed 2019, Feb 13 from https://billygraham.org/story/did-god-abandon-

jesus-on-the-cross-billy-graham-answers 

[lxxii] Branham, William. 1965, April 29. The Choosing of a Bride. “Oh, Capernaum,” said 

Jesus, “thou who exalted into heaven, will be brought down into hell. For, if the mighty works 

had been done in Sodom and Gomorrah, it’d have been standing to this day.” And Sodom, 

Gomorrah lays in the bottom of the Dead Sea. And Capernaum is in the bottom of the sea. 231 

Thou city, who claims to be the city of the Angels, who has exalted yourself into heaven, and 

sent all the dirty, filthy things of fashions and things, till even the foreign countries come here to 

pick up our filth and send it away, to your fine churches and steeples, and so forth, the way you 

do. Remember, one day you’ll be laying in the bottom of the sea, your great honeycomb under 

you right now. The wrath of God is belching right beneath you. How much longer He will hold 
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this sandbar hanging out over that? When, that ocean out yonder, a mile deep, will slide in there, 

plumb back to the Salton Sea. It’ll be worse than the last day of Pompeii. Repent, Los Angeles.” 

[lxxiii] Branham, William. 1965, July 11. Ashamed. “And while in there, Something struck me, 

and I didn’t know nothing for about thirty minutes. There was a prophecy went out. First thing I 

remember, Brother Mosley and Billy, I was out on the street, walking. And It said, “Thou 

Capernaum, which calls yourself by the name of the Angels,” that’s Los Angeles, city of angels, 

see, the angels, “which are exalted into heaven, will be brought down into hell. For, if the mighty 

works had been done in Sodom, that’s been done in you, it would have been standing till this 

day.” And that was all unconsciously, to me. See?” 

[lxxiv] Capernaum. Accessed 2019, March 13 from https://www.seetheholyland.net/capernaum 
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On the Women in “The Message,” Casting Pearls 

Project, Abuse, and William Marrion Branham 
Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Do many ‘Message’ followers of WMB raise issues or concerns 

about the sexual abuse in the community? What is the overview in terms of the abuse? 

John Collins: For this portion of the interview, I’ve asked my friend and colleague Jennifer 

Hamilton for input. Jennifer has experience working with former members of William 

Branham’s “Message” cult, specifically with females who suffered many forms of abuse while 

they were part of the cult group. Jennifer runs the Casting Pearls Project, which is a safe place 

for women who suffered abuse in the “Message”. 

According to Jennifer, victims are pressured into keeping silent about abuse. As a result, many 

members of the group are unaware that sexual abuse exists. Worse, some people that are aware 

of the abuse have become accustomed to it and view the abuse is “normal”. Some message 

followers rarely speak up against sexual abuse within the church because they are conditioned to 

keep silent. In many cases, there seems to be an unspoken rule that “if you speak about the 

problem, then you are the problem”. 

When a religious cult becomes destructive, members of the group willingly submit supreme 

authority to a central figure (or figures) and do so without applying critical thought or raising 

questions when situations arise worth questioning. This often leads to sexual, physical, verbal, 

and emotional abuse by those with unquestioned power or control over their members. 

Jacobsen: What is the common sentiment among ex-followers? 

John: In my experience working with former members of the “Message” and other religious cult 

groups, it takes time before former members recognize the existence of abuse. With the 

conditioning for acceptance of certain types of abuse, some former members are unaware their 

environment was abusive until adjusting to a non-abusive environment. This is especially true of 

second and third-generation cult members who were raised under abuse. Those raised under 

parents practicing verbal or physical abuse as means of “correction” have limited or no 

understanding of positive reinforcement and continue the tradition with their own children. As 

awful as it sounds, some former members describe the transition from thinking sexual abuse was 

“normal” to realizing they were abused. Years of sexual molestation had become their “normal” 

life. 

Jennifer Hamilton: Because abuse is so normalized within the church, it takes some time of de-

programing to understand how toxic their church environment really was. For other former 

members, surfacing stories of sexual abuse may come as a shock because of the required silence 

of victims and families involved. 

Jacobsen: What is the standard reaction to victims, or individuals making claims to being 

victims at least, of sexual abuse within the “Message’ community? 

Collins: I personally know abuse victims whose “Message” cult pastor became informed of the 

situation during private consultation and was asked to intervene. One case in particular, the 

father was abusive to the mother and children. The pastor further victimized the mother and 

children by shaming them further into submission. In many cases, victims are shamed into 

silence, no matter how they badly were abused. 
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Hamilton: Typically, one of three scenarios happen when sexual abuse occurs. Unfortunately, 

more often than not, the victim of rape or sexual assault is afraid to speak up and the abuse is 

never mentioned to anyone in church authority. The second scenario is that the victim does speak 

to their pastor or church leader, but the pastor ‘handles’ the situation by either admonishing the 

abuser privately or dismissing the situation all together. The third scenario is the less common of 

the three, but the pastor might bring the offender before the congregation to reprimand them 

openly. In both instances of speaking out, the victim is almost always shamed and found at some 

fault. For sexual abuse towards girls and women, teachings of WMB place blame on the female 

body for being seductive and therefore a temptation. 

Because of victim shaming and lack of appropriate response, there is a psychological sense of no 

escape for victims. If they did speak up at one time, they eventually feel trapped into silence. This 

creates the vicious cycle of abuse in some cases to continue on for years. 

Jacobsen: Has law enforcement been active or not? 

Collins: I know only of a few situations where law enforcement was involved, and only at the 

request of victims. “Message” cult churches are not properly trained in how to properly respond 

to abuse, and in many cases, make attempts to conceal abuse rather than report it. In most cases 

the statute of limitations has expired long before the victim escapes the cult, and correction is 

outside of the boundaries of the law. 

Hamilton: Leaders and members distrust the secular legal and social services system. Very 

rarely is law enforcement involved. Therefore, when sexually abused members do speak out, the 

leader dictates complete control of the situation without reporting it to the local authorities. 1 

Corinth 6:1-2 is most often used to justify this: “Does any one of you, when he has a case 

against his neighbor, dare to go to law before the unrighteous, and not before the saints? Or do 

you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is judged by you, are you not 

competent to constitute the smallest laws courts?” Message pastors have no theological or 

counseling education and erroneously fail to understand that this passage is about settling civil 

cases, not criminal ones. In a criminal case, such as physical or sexual abuse, the state opposes 

the perpetrator in court, not the victim. 

Jacobsen: What have been the consequences of the sexual assaulters, the rapists, and the 

sexual sadists abusing men and women, boys and girls, within the “Message” community? 

Collins: There have been a handful of convictions in cases involving sexual abuse, usually in 

cases where the pastor or an elder in the church victimized others. Because of the shaming and 

silencing of victims by pastors, most cases reported by former members result in little more than 

a slap on the wrist. In one case, a pastor’s daughter was abusing male children in the church and 

was allowed to keep her position. In other cases, the fathers were not properly reported to 

authorities, and continued to abuse their daughters. Unfortunately, most of the situations 

described to me by former members were past the statute of limitations for the State they lived at 

the time. 

Hamilton: Consequences for rapists and sexual assaulters is rarely appropriate for their 

actions. Most are never confronted, and if they are approached by church leadership, they are 

usually verbally admonished in private. In the cases of the abuser being the pastor or in 

leadership, the victims are likely labeled liars and disregarded. Abusers in the Message are more 

protected than their victims through the forced silence. The Message teaches that if the rapist or 
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assaulter confesses, their sin is “placed under the blood of Jesus”, making them as “blameless” 

as if the crime literally had never happened. Therefore, anyone who speaks about it is shamed 

for bringing that sin “back out from under the blood”. In some very rare instances, law 

enforcement may be involved with or without the pastor’s consent. 

Jacobsen: For those who have not faced justice, how can they face it? 

Hamilton: Time unfortunately impedes most abusers from facing the justice they deserve. 

Victims that are now speaking out about the abuse are sometimes unfortunately past their state’s 

statute of limitations. After leaving the cult, there is a processing period for de-programming and 

realizing that the abuse had been normalized and that justice was not served. No matter the 

length of time, victims can contact their local police station or Salvation Army for resources and 

advocates. 

Collins: The only way justice can be served is through education and accountability. Members 

of any church – cult or not – must hold elders of the church to an acceptable standard of 

accountability. Leaders of church bodies must be trained in how to respond to abuse, when to 

report abuse, and how to properly warn members of their church when another member has 

abusive tendencies. As the proverbial “shepherd of the flock”, they must be held accountable to 

provide protection for their congregation. 

At the same time, members of the church must be educated to recognize signs of abuse and 

recognize abuse of power. This becomes problematic for leaders, however, in the case of a 

destructive cult. In all cases where members are trained to recognize abuse of power, those same 

members become former members. 

Jacobsen: Thank you for the opportunity and your time, John and Jennifer. 

[1] Author; Webmaster, William Branham Historical Research; Lead, Casting Pearls Project. 

[2] Individual Publication Date: October 15, 2019: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/collins-

four; Full Issue Publication Date: January 1, 2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/. 
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On Gay-Bashing, Women-Bashing, Remarriage-

Bashing, and Social Stigma in, and Healing from, “The 

Message” of the late William Marrion Branham 
Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Some have been emotionally scarred due to the bashing of gays, of 

women, of remarriage, and the social stigma to the rejection of the ‘revelations’ in addition 

to assertions of individuals potentially losing salvation. What is the form of gay-bashing? 

John Collins[1],[2]: The effects of emotional abuse in William Branham’s “Message” cult 

following and similar destructive cults are very painful, no matter the specific types of abuse. 

They are also very personal. Unlike physical abuse, the impact of emotional abuse is not limited 

to the area of impact. As emotions are manipulated, whether it is from “bashing”, shaming, 

intimidation, fear, or other, the abuse is felt through each and every connected memory and even 

in other related emotions. For those affected, it is a recurring form of abuse each time those 

emotions are brought to the surface. Also, emotional abuse is not limited to the person being 

struck. As cult leaders tear down the emotions of their victims, they often do so indirectly. 

Victims of abuse for cults that practice “gay bashing” are not just those in the group who have 

homosexual tendencies. Those who submit to the verbal abuse of others are also being 

emotionally abused into submission. 

The social stigma created by this form of abuse contributes to the isolationist nature of the 

destructive cult. When cult followers are manipulated into the approval of and the participation 

in emotional abuse, whether verbally abusing others or simply nodding a head or saying 

“Amen”, emotional abuse becomes a core value to the group’s integrity and is often used as a 

tool for punishment or further isolation. Those who do not fully submit to the group’s rules and 

regulations are often the target of false accusation using the forms of emotional abuse most 

frequently used by the leaders. Those who leave the group also become targets, and it is very 

effective. Normal human emotions that would occur when a member leaves the group are 

suppressed when the former member becomes the target of verbal abuse — one emotion is 

replaced with another. I, myself, was falsely accused of being homosexual as a tool by cult 

leaders to suppress the critical information that I had discovered, and some former members later 

informed me that this false accusation delayed their examination of the critical information for a 

long period of time. 

For the person struggling internally with issues that are openly ridiculed or “bashed”, the pain 

runs deep. While other struggles based upon cult doctrine may be discussed to receive 

encouragement, sympathy, counseling, or guidance, struggles that are the focal point for verbal 

and emotional abuse cannot. Cult members have been manipulated, by example, to practice 

verbal and emotional abuse for those issues instead of offering help. This, really, is the what 

differentiates a destructive cult group from a religious cult group. William Branham’s “Message” 

cult is not unique in their religious beliefs concerning homosexuality, and sermons discussing 

passages from the Christian Bible against homosexuality are widespread even among some 

denominations in mainstream Christianity. Healthy churches offer help and support for any issue, 

homosexuality or not, while destructive churches train members to discriminate and practice 

abuse. 
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Like any situation involving discrimination, human rights and human dignity is at risk. All 

humans have a natural desire to help other humans, and a sympathy for those in need of help. 

When a destructive group replaces that natural, human desire of love for other humans with 

hatred, they have also robbed them of their dignity and freedom and replaced them with captivity 

and oppression. 

Jacobsen: What is the form of women-bashing? 

Collins: In William Branham’s “Message” cult following, the New Testament passage from 1 

Corinthians 11:3 describing male leadership is preached, while Galatians 3:28 describing 

equality is generally ignored. The passage in Corinthians describes the hierarchy of leadership 

from God the Father, to God the Son, to males, to females. 

“But I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and the head of the 

woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.” (1 Cor 11:3)  

This passage is used and preferred, because it supports William Branham’s theological stance 

that women are inferior to men. Branham taught that females were a “by-product” of man, and 

not in the original creation[i]. Interestingly, this passage is also used by mainstream Christianity 

as an example of a clear picture of the Trinitarian Godhead, which later versions of William 

Branham’s stage persona rejected.[ii] While rejecting the relationship between God the Father 

and God the Son in the passage from 1 Corinthians, most versions of William Branham’s stage 

persona avoided the passage from Galatians 3 promoting equality, or re-purposed it to promote 

his male-only creation theology.[iii] 

Galatians 3 describes the Apostle Paul’s views on racial, social, and gender equality. Verse 28 

states, 

“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus”.  

Galatians 3:28 

Many Christian apologists use this verse as an example to claim that early Christians were 

advanced in teaching equality compared to other religions in the ancient world[iv], though 

historically, some ancient civilizations did practice equality in one or more of the three 

categories mentioned by in the passage from Galatians.[v] In William Branham’s “Message” cult 

following, however, all three categories are rejected in full. William Branham claimed that the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ was not intended for the Jews[vi], that Christians were supposed to 

“forfeit their rights”[vii], and that the female human was less in stature than a dog or a hog.[viii] 

This misogynistic theological stance leads to all forms of abuse – verbal, emotional, and even 

physical. By example, “Message” cult leaders use quotes from the transcript of William 

Branham’s sermons to ensure that women are “in their place”[ix], submissive, obedient, and 

silent[x]. Some “Message” cult pastors expand upon this theological view to introduce additional 

misogynistic doctrines and rules, disallowing women to have religious discussions without men 

present. Others preach entire sermons that are parroting Branham’s misogynistic teaching that 

women are inherently evil by design[xi], and must contain that evil at the risk of eternal 

damnation. 

As a result, women are unknowingly trained to accept verbal abuse as “correction”. Adolescent 

girls are trained to believe that their bodies were designed by Satan[xii] for sex[xiii]. Teenage 

https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_edn1
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_edn2
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_edn3
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_edn4
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_edn5
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_edn6
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_edn7
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_edn8
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_edn9
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_edn10
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_edn11
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_edn12
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_edn13


53 

 

girls are forced to believe that William Branham is the authority on doctrine and scripture[xiv], 

and that his praise given to those who practice physical abuse[xv] for women who do not adhere 

to the cult’s dress code is both acceptable and “commissioned by God”. Mothers are trained to 

believe that it is OK for their husbands to follow William Branham’s advice and physically 

abuse both them[xvi] and their daughters, and that husbands who do not are “sissies”. In other 

words, it goes far beyond “woman-bashing”. Women are forced to believe that Branham’s verbal 

abuse is “godly”, that verbal and emotional abuse by current cult leadership is “righteous”, and 

that verbal, emotional, and physical abuse by their spouse or father is “justified”. 

Jacobsen: What is the form of remarriage-bashing? 

Collins: Remarriage after divorce, except in cases of the death of a current or former spouse, is a 

delicate subject within most Christian communities. There are specific passages in the New 

Testament that instruct married couples not to separate until death[xvii], as well as passages that 

consider remarriage after divorce of a living spouse to be adultery[xviii], which is in violation of 

the Ten Commandments of the Old Testament[xix]. Unfortunately, there are no Biblical 

instructions describing the many complex situations that occur within a marriage, or how 

Christians should behave towards those who knowingly or unknowingly broke those rules by 

remarrying after divorce. Fundamentalist Christians and many Christians with fundamentalist 

leanings view these passages as black-or-white and do now allow for the “gray”. Remarriage 

after divorce is strictly forbidden in fundamentalist Christianity. In most versions of William 

Branham’s stage persona, this was the doctrinal position presented.[xx] 

Christians without fundamentalist leanings take a more moderate approach. They still believe 

remarriage after divorce while the spouse is still living to be sin, as the Bible states, but also 

believe that Jesus Christ died for that sin. As with any other personal issues considered to be 

sinful, advice and support is offered.[xxi] Each divorce case is considered to be unique, and 

attempts are made to save marriages whenever possible. In cases where a spouse is abused or in 

danger, however, separation is advised. 

Though these two positions are the exact opposite of each other, both approaches have some 

common ground. After the divorce and remarriage is finalized, healthy churches on both sides 

offer their love and support to the new couples that emerge. Members are not ridiculed for their 

decision, are not insulted during sermons, and are not severed from fellowship. This is not the 

case in the unhealthy churches that exist on the fundamentalist side. Since there are no biblical 

instructions explicitly stating how one should behave towards a remarried couple, those new 

couples who “broke the rules” and remarried are targets for verbal and emotional abuse. William 

Branham “Message” cult churches, which fall into this category, are no exception. 

Jacobsen: What is the social stigma around the rejection of the purported revelations? 

Collins: Much like the cases of “breaking the rules” for remarriage or dress code, those who 

reject “supernatural” claims by William Branham become targets for verbal and emotional 

abuse.[xxii] Even in cases where members reject a claim made by William Branham that has 

unequivocally been proven false, they face discrimination and sometimes isolation from current 

members that support the false claim. In many cases, this happens at the instruction of the cult 

leaders.[xxiii] “Message” cult pastors, attempting to halt the spread of critical information, have 

quickly learned that truth can only be stopped by silencing those asking questions. Rather than 

address William Branham’s false claims in transparency before their congregations, most cult 

pastors choose the pathway of least resistance. Only a handful of “Message” cult pastors have 
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attempted to publicly address the controversial issues, and a majority of those are now former 

members.[xxiv] 

This typically occurs indirectly rather than directly, however. When it has been learned that one 

or more members of a cult church have discovered the critical issues with “supernatural” claims, 

cult pastors shame current members by ridiculing or cursing former members who disagree with 

William Branham’s false claims. Those who reject the claims are labeled as incompetent or 

ungodly while being cursed to all sorts of tragedies and eternal damnation. Former members 

have described their former cult pastor claiming that “hell will not be hot enough” for those who 

reject Branham’s claims, and others describe sermons predicting God’s wrath on those leaving 

the cult by claiming that “sometimes God likes a good killing” (implying that those leaving 

might die). To the target of the curse or ridicule, these statements are harmless. To members of 

the congregation who have discovered the critical research, however, it is an indirect form of 

emotional abuse that transitions into a social stigma and fear of consequence. That stigma 

worsens after participating in cult gatherings where the pastor’s opinion is favorably discussed. 

As the listener follows the pastor’s abusive statements to their logical conclusion, they connect 

the examination of critical facts to losing their “salvation”. Under this type of fear, to avoid 

eternal damnation, one must also avoid questioning William Branham and/or the pastor’s 

authority. Unfortunately for members of a destructive religious cult, this fear of eternal 

damnation is far greater than all other consequences. It is almost crippling. 

Jacobsen: How does the community react to claims of an individual member losing 

supposed salvation?  

Collins: In destructive cults, the group’s members become one body of people that is either 

physically or mentally disconnected and/or isolated from other bodies of people. In religious 

cults that are destructive, this separation is based upon beliefs of salvation. In the case of a 

destructive cult based upon Christianity, for instance, the group has mentally isolated themselves 

by believing that their particular group will earn salvation while all other Christian groups will 

not. 

Doomsday cults such as William Branham’s “Message” cult[xxv] are even more destructive. In 

religious doomsday cults, cult doctrine and beliefs are structured in such a way that members 

focus more intently upon life after death than life before death, and life itself is devalued by 

predictions of destruction. Members are manipulated into thinking that this world and all that is 

in it has no meaning, and that after the destruction predicted by the cult leader, only those who 

believe that leader or share his or her doctrinal beliefs will survive. With destruction “imminent”, 

and all personal connections outside of the cult about to be severed, non-cult connections (those 

who did not earn salvation) are devalued, including former members. 

Without having been involved in a destructive cult, it would be very difficult to understand the 

mental separation that occurs when a former member leaves, or more specifically, “loses their 

salvation” by leaving or rejecting the cult leader. In these cases, there were strong personal 

connections, often with many members of the cult. Yet because they are no longer associated 

with the cult’s perception of “salvation”, they are now supposed to be “spiritually” severed from 

the cult and its members. Cult members that have been manipulated into believing the cult’s 

isolationist doctrine are faced with internal conflict due to their deep personal and emotional ties 

as those connections sever. 
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In some cases, these personal and emotional ties cannot be broken, and it leads to more members 

“losing their salvation” as they, too, begin to question the destructive nature of the cult. 

Unfortunately, in many instances, this is not the case. Cult members unable to resolve the 

internal conflict and are forced to resolve it by “grieving a loss”. Similar to a death in the family, 

cult members enter the process of grieving, loss, recovery, and then disconnection. Once 

disconnected, the result is “shunning”, whether physically or emotionally, as a self-defense 

mechanism to prevent reconnecting to a cult member that has now become a non-cult member. 

Jacobsen: How can former members heal?  

Collins: As you can imagine, all of this is extremely painful for former members of a cult. Many 

describe it as the single-most difficult time of their lives. While their connections suffer through 

the stages of grief, they too must grieve their own losses. Even through some friends and family 

that are still cult members may have not physically severed ties, their view of the former member 

has now changed from “one of us” to “not of us”, and they are forced to emotionally disconnect. 

When a former member begins to experience emotional shunning by people they have known for 

many years — sometimes their entire lives, they also enter self-defense mode. Cult members 

become “one of them” while the entire rest of the world becomes “us” – reversing the problem. 

Even cult members who are genuinely making an attempt to be kind and sympathetic are 

mentally grouped with those who have caused great pain, and eventually, ties are severed from 

both ends. 

Though it is a slow and painstaking process, former cult members must re-establish themselves 

in the world without relying upon any ties to cult members. New peer groups must form, with 

new circles of friends and new support. Old memories now painful must be replaced with new 

memories more pleasant. Former cult members must find people who energize them and avoid 

people who drain them of energy until they are healed enough to energize others. 

This is not to say that current cult members cannot be part of this process — they certainly can, 

but they must not be the only form of support and friendship. Their ties may seem strong during 

the initial break, but they may not always be. It is difficult to heal from the larger separation 

when dealing with the repeated pain of additional separations. 

Jacobsen: How can homosexuals, women, the remarried, and the doubters find help and a 

way out of “The Message”? 

Collins: For anyone attempting to escape from a destructive cult, no matter the reason or 

situation, it is best to begin establishing a support group prior to leaving. No matter what a 

person is dealing with, whether it be homosexual tendencies, abuse, divorce, or other, there are 

many, many people who have endured similar painful situations. Find others to ask for advice. In 

some cases, counselling or therapy is helpful. Find a psychologist familiar with destructive 

religious cults. Don’t be afraid of medication; several people who have escaped require anxiety 

or anti-depressant medicine for a period of time, some long-term due to the trauma of separation. 

Be prepared to give an answer as to why the choice was made to leave. This seems to be the 

most difficult part of leaving a cult for many people: the fear of a heated argument or debate with 

people who no longer share the same core values and will not understand why. Yet in almost 

every instance of a person leaving a cult, this is an inevitable situation. 

Before the information age, researching was a very difficult task. By design, destructive cults 

conceal critical information. Finding that information was a challenge. In today’s world, 
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however, information is abundantly accessible — both critical and non-critical. Newspaper 

archives, government archives, online resources and more provide a means to learn about many 

cult groups and their structure. By learning how other cults behave and operate and identifying 

the similarities between other cults to their own, a cult member can easily list reasons why 

staying would be a bad idea. 

In the case of William Branham, however, finding critical information is extremely easy. Not 

only are there numerous research sites publishing information concerning William Branham’s 

“Message” cult and the many sub-cults that were created after, Branham’s sermon transcripts 

from 1947 to 1965 have been made public and searchable[xxvi]. Former members can easily 

query against his transcripts to identify conflicting statements between different versions of 

William Branham’s stage personas[xxvii], list the very destructive doctrines Branham 

taught[xxviii], and describe Branham’s prophecies that have failed[xxix] or his teachings that do 

not align with Biblical doctrine.[xxx] 

Jacobsen: How did William Marrion Branham blast remarriage after divorce throughout 

“The Message” ministry? Yet, he permitted or even helped brothers remarry several times. 

Collins: Historians have erroneously described William Branham as an evangelist having 

consistent views during his twenty to thirty-year career by using only the later versions of his 

stage persona, which in many cases was a persona strongly opposed to remarriage after divorce. 

Because that history has been mostly written by “historians” sympathetic to William Branham’s 

cult following, other versions of Branham’s stage persona with differing doctrinal 

positions[xxxi] appear to have been purposefully omitted. 

William Branham is typically described as a “non-Trinitarian”[xxxii] “Baptist”[xxxiii] minister 

who after the Ohio River Flood of 1937 came in contact with Pentecostalism and a 

“supernatural” experience that led to his “Message” of hyper-fundamentalist Pentecostalism. Yet 

he was baptized and ordained in a Pentecostal church as early as 1932[xxxiv], worked closely 

with the United Brethren Church during the time a Brethren minister performed his second 

marriage ceremony[xxxv], and for almost a decade used a Trinitarian stage persona[xxxvi]. Not 

only did his doctrinal views change between different versions of his stage persona, his doctrinal 

stance changed with his varying religious affiliations. Those changes range from core values 

such as the nature of God to his views on remarriage after divorce. 

It is interesting, however, that during the time William Branham primarily used a stage persona 

claiming to be a fundamentalist Baptist minister — which would have at the time opposed 

remarriage after divorce — Branham performed the marriage ceremonies for his brothers after 

they divorced and remarried multiple wives[xxxvii]. As late as 1941, William Branham’s core 

values off stage do not appear to match his core values on stage. 

It is also interesting that most historians and even cult members claim that William Branham was 

opposed to remarriage after divorce, when the 1965 version of his stage persona was not fully 

opposed. In most versions of Branham’s stage persona, William Branham did claim to be 

opposed to remarriage after divorce for both men and women. After his son’s marriage, 

divorce[xxxviii], and remarriage, however, Branham’s stage persona created an exception for the 

case of men (not women) who wished to remarry after divorce. In a 1965 sermon entitled 

“Marriage and Divorce”, Branham began teaching that “he can, but she can’t.”[xxxix] In that 

version of his stage persona, William Branham avoided all passages in the New Testament that 

describe men remarrying after divorce as adultery. Luke 16:18 was avoided entirely. 
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“Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and he who 

marries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery. 

Luke 16:18 

It would be very difficult to understand how that William Branham could preach so strongly 

against remarriage after divorce on stage while performing the wedding ceremonies for divorced 

couples offstage without having the full and complete historical information concerning 

Branham’s multiple stage personas. Especially when historians have been misinformed about the 

“consistency” of Branham’s doctrinal positions and so much critical information has been 

withheld. Once his varying stage personas are examined, and his conflicting doctrinal positions 

are compared, it becomes more apparent that the man on stage with his multiple personas were 

not the same as the man off stage. 

Footnotes 
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Branham, William. 1961, January 8. Revelation Chapter Four 3 Accessed 2020, Feb 27 

from https://william-branham.org/site/topics/trinity 

[iii] William Branham’s transcripts from 1947 to 1965 mention the “male nor female” passage in 

his 1965 sermon “Marriage and Divorce”, which claimed that women were the lowest of animals 

on the earth. “When, in God’s sight, the Word, she is the lowest of all animals that God put on 

the earth. Branham, William. 1965, Feb 21. http://table.branham.org 

[iv] Groothuis, Douglas. Christian Apologetics: A Comprehensive Case for Biblical Faith. pp 

107 

[v] “The first systematic analyses of equality as a concept comes from the Greeks of the classical 

age, which is perhaps not surprising given their intense interest in mathematics. One of the most 

thorough of these early systematic explorations of equality was undertaken by Aristotle (384–

322 B.C.E.) in several of his works.” 

Equality Overview: Ancient Views Of Equality. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 

from https://science.jrank.org/pages/9186/Equality-Overview-Ancient-Views-Equality.html 

[vi] “Before this Message is over, you’ll see it’s THUS SAITH THE LORD, by Word and by 

Spirit. Israel will be converted over, the whole nation, in one night. The Bible said so. But the 
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Gospel is not even to them. There is a few renegades that’s out, and so forth like that, that come 

in, and outside the main body of Jews, that come in and get saved.” 

Branham, William. 1961, July 30. Gabriel’s Instructions To Daniel. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 

from http://table.branham.org 

[vii] “It’s your American privilege, you say. Oh, yeah. If you’re a lamb, a lamb forfeits his 

rights. He don’t have but one thing: wool, and he forfeits that. If you’re a lamb you’ll forfeit your 

American rights to serve God.” 

Branham, William. 1962, July 13. From That Time. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 

from http://table.branham.org 

[viii] “There is no hog, no dog, or no other animal, designed like her or can stoop as low as she 

can stoop. Now, that is true.” 

Branham, William. 1965, Feb 21. Marriage and Divorce. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 

from https://william-branham.org/site/topics/women 

[ix] “But woman’s place is at home in the kitchen, and when she leaves that she’s out of her 

place. Exactly right.” 

Branham, William. 1957, Jul 27. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 from http://table.branham.org 

[x] “I wished I had time to read that from the Greek here, what it said. Said, “If your women 

want to know anything, let them ask their husbands, because it’s shameful and disgraceful for a 

woman to even speak in the church. The Greek says that—I mean, the Hebrew. “As also saith the 

law let them be in silent with all subjections to the pastor 

Branham, William. 1959, Jun 28. Questions And Answers. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 

from http://table.branham.org 

[xi] “Excuse this, young ladies. She is nothing but a human garbage can, a sex exposal. That’s all 

she is, an immoral woman, is a human sexual garbage can, a pollution, where filthy, dirty, 

ornery, low-down filth is disposed by her. What is she made this way for? For deception. Every 

sin that ever was on the earth was caused by a woman. And an analyst just from Chicago, a—a 

woman wrote this article, the police force; that they chased down, in United States, metropolitan 

United States, that “Ninety-eight percent of every crime that was ever did in any form, in the 

United States, there was either a woman in it or behind it.” 

Branham, William. 1965, Feb 21. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 from http://table.branham.org 

[xii] “You may question me about Satan being her designer, but that’s the Truth. Satan designed 

her. He still does it.” 

Branham, William. 1965, Feb 21. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 from http://table.branham.org 

[xiii] “But she is designed to be a sex act, and no other animal is designed like that. No other 

creature on the earth is designed like that.” 

Branham, William. 1965, Feb 21. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 from http://table.branham.org 

[xiv] “I am God’s Voice to you. See? I say that again. That time was under inspiration.” 

Branham, William. 1951, May 5 – My Commission. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 

from http://table.branham.org 
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[xv] “You would find out how illiterate they were. She’d beat her till she’d be so full of welts, 

you couldn’t get the clothes over the top of them. That’s what needs to be done tonight.” 

Branham, William. 1956, Jul 28. Making The Valley Full Of Ditches Shreveport. Accessed 

2020, Feb 27 from https://william-branham.org/site/topics/physical_abuse 

[xvi] “All right, men, here you are. Any man that’ll let his wife smoke cigarettes and wear them 

kind of clothes, shows what he’s made out of. He’s not very much of a man. That’s exactly right. 

True. He don’t love her or he’d take a board and blister her with it. You know that’s the truth. 

Now, I don’t say that to be smart. I’m telling you the truth. That’s right.” 

Branham, William. 1958, Mar 24. Hear Ye Him. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 from https://william-

branham.org/site/topics/physical_abuse 

[xvii] Ex: “A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free 

to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.” 1 Corinthians 7:39 

[xviii] Ex: “But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual 

immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits 

adultery.” Matthew 5:32 

[xix] “You shall not commit adultery.” Exodus 20:14 

[xx] Ex: “Now. First Corinthians, 7th chapter, 15th verse. Now, the question they asked: Brother 

Branham, does this mean a sister or a brother is free to remarry? No. See, you don’t get his 

question there and what he’s saying. They’re not free. See, that would make a contradiction in 

the Scripture, and the Scriptures doesn’t contradict themselves at all.”. 

Branham, William. 1962, May 27. Questions And Answers. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 

from https://william-branham.org/site/topics/divorce_and_remarriage 

[xxi] Ex: 3 Beautiful Truths Every Divorced Christian Needs to Know. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 

from https://www.crosswalk.com/family/marriage/3-beautiful-truths-every-divorced-christian-

needs-to-know.html 

[xxii] Ex: I’m A Survivor. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 from https://castingpearlsproject.com/im-a-

survivor 

[xxiii] Ex: A Long Journey. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 from https://castingpearlsproject.com/a-

long-journey 

[xxiv] Ex: William Branham and my Deliverance from A Religious Prison. Accessed 2020, Feb 

27 from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kTvhbjsvVqI 

[xxv] Doomsday Predictions. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 from https://william-

branham.org/site/topics/doomsday_predictions 

[xxvi] The Table. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 from http://table.branham.org 

[xxvii] Stage Persona. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 from https://william-

branham.org/site/topics/stage_persona 

[xxviii] Ex: Justification, Sanctification, and the Holy Spirit. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 

from http://en.believethesign.com/index.php?title=Justification,_Sanctification,_and_the_Holy_

Spirit 
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[xxix] The Prophecies of William Branham Accessed 2020, Feb 27 

from http://en.believethesign.com/index.php?title=The_Prophecies_of_William_Branham 

[xxx] Ex: William Branham and the Bible . Accessed 2020, Feb 27 

from http://en.believethesign.com/index.php/William_Branham_and_the_Bible 

[xxxi] Ex: Trinity. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 from https://william-branham.org/site/topics/trinity 

[xxxii] Ex: William Branham. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 

from http://www.apologeticsindex.org/5870-william-branham 

[xxxiii] Ex. Concerning Cults-William Branham (Part 1). Accessed 2020, Feb 27 

from https://www.evangelical-times.org/26489/concerning-cults-william-branham-part-1 

[xxxiv] “I am the minister who received Brother Branham into the first Pentecostal assembly he 

ever frequented. I baptized him, and was his pastor for some two years. I also preached his 

ordination sermon, and signed his ordination certificate, and heard him preach his first sermon.” 

(Rev. Roy E. Davis.) 

Wm. Branham’s First Pastor. 1950, Oct. The Voice of Healing. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 

from https://william-branham.org/site/people/roy_e._davis 

[xxxv] Meda Branham. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 from https://william-

branham.org/site/people/meda_branham 

[xxxvi] Trinity. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 from https://william-branham.org/site/topics/trinity 

[xxxvii] Ex. Jesse Branham. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 from https://william-

branham.org/site/people/jesse_branham 

[xxxviii] Willam Branham alleged that the marriage of his son was annulled, but court records 

confirm their separation by divorce in the Clark County Courthouse. 

[xxxix] “See, she has got a living husband, so no man can marry her. Care what she does and 

who she is, she’s got a living husband, there is no grounds for her at all. But, it’s not, for him. 

“Causes her,” not him. Get it? You have to make the Word run in continuity. See, nothing saying 

he couldn’t, but she can’t. See, “causes her,” not him. That’s exactly what the Bible says, “causes 

her.” It is not stated against him to remarry, but “her.” Why? Christ in the type. Notice, it is 

stated that he cannot remarry, only a virgin. He can remarry. He can, he can remarry again if it’s 

a virgin, but he can’t marry somebody else’s wife. No indeedy. And if he does marry a divorced 

woman, he is living in adultery, I don’t care who he is. The Bible said, “Whosoever marrieth her 

that is put away, liveth in adultery.” There you are, not no divorcees. See that original back there, 

“from the beginning,” now? Remarrying, now notice, he can, but she can’t. Like David, like 

Solomon, like the continuity of the whole Bible, now, same as David and the rest of them.” 

Branham, William. 1965, February 21. Marriage And Divorce. Accessed 2020, Feb 27 

from https://william-branham.org/site/topics/divorce_and_remarriage 

 

 

 

 

https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_ednref29
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/blank
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_ednref30
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/blank
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_ednref31
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/blank
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_ednref32
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/blank
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_ednref33
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/blank
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_ednref34
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/blank
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_ednref35
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/blank
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/blank
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_ednref36
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/blank
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_ednref37
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/blank
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/blank
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_ednref38
https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/03/22/collins-five/#_ednref39
https://william-branham.org/site/topics/divorce_and_remarriage


61 

 

On The Message, the Peoples Temple, Jim Jones, and 

William Marrion Branham’s Mental Health 
Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Jim Jones joined The Message around the time of the formation of 

the Peoples Temple. Why is this non-coincidental? 

John Collins[1],[2]: This is a subject that can be very difficult to explain, depending upon the 

audience. There are those who are familiar with William Branham and his faith healing ministry 

who are unaware of the “Message” religious cult following that grew with him through various 

stages of his ministry. Some of those stages used different stage personas.[1] There are those 

who have escaped (or are still a member of) Branham’s cult following who are not aware that 

their specific version of the cult had previous or later attempts, with different stage personas and 

(to some extent) different sets of beliefs. Unfortunately, leaders in the “Message” religious cult 

that exists today are the ones largely responsible for creating the “historical William Branham”, 

and the version that has been created bears very little resemblance to the version that 

documented history records. These “histories” certainly do not mention the differences between 

stage personas. 

I do my best to explain this in my book, Preacher Behind the White Hoods: A Critical 

Examination of William Branham and His Message. To fully understand the relationship 

between Jim Jones, Peoples Temple, William Branham, and the “Message”, one must also 

understand the histories of each of these entities as well as how and why they intersect. One must 

also understand how and why some of those histories have changed, why they were re-written, 

and the strategy behind the alteration. 

William Branham did not simply have one “Message”, whether referring to the group of people 

or his collection of doctrine. Most of the history that exists today has been written based upon his 

claim to have been given the “gift of healing” by an “angel” in May of 1947.[2] Later versions of 

his stage persona made this claim, erroneously connecting that date to the formation of the 

Nation of Israel, which occurred May 14, 1948. [3] Those familiar with that version of the stage 

persona are unaware that documentation exists[4] for much earlier “healing revivals”, having 

different stage personas, supernatural stories, and doctrine. It should come as no surprise, since 

the first few seconds of Branham’s earliest audio recording still available for sale starts with the 

words, “We’re getting some new gadgets for recording”[5], and that his April, 1947 

sermon pre-dates his claim to have received the “gift” in May of 1947. 

In 1947, William Branham’s healing revivals in Canada became a catalyst for a movement that 

would later become known as “Latter Rain” and would nearly split modern Pentecostalism in 

half. It was during this time that Branham began publishing his “The Voice of Healing” 

newsletter promoting himself and other “divine healers”, calling for unity among all of the 

revivalists. What resulted is a movement that became known as the Latter Rain Revival, Voice of 

Healing Revival, or simply “Healing Revival”.[6] Those who leaned towards the Latter Rain 

movement and its doctrine included William Branham[7] and many of his associates, promoters, 

campaign team and business partners. Ministers and evangelists in that camp referred to their 

specific style of sermon as the “Latter Rain Message”,[8] and eventually the “Message”[9] 

Not everyone approved of the Latter Rain movement, however, due to its extreme doctrinal 

teachings and practices. When the Assemblies of God sect of Pentecostalism severed ties with 

many of its own churches[10] and officially declared the movement as Scripturally unsound, 
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those involved with Latter Rain were forced to choose sides. Men and women who worked 

closely with William Branham, such as A. W. Rasmussen and Joseph Mattsson-Boze, sided with 

Latter Rain. Those opposing this movement viewed those men and women as heretical. So much 

so that some churches forced the removal of their pastors over the Latter Rain division, and Rev. 

Jim Jones was one of those impacted. 

After Jones lost his chance at becoming head pastor of the Laurel Street Church in Indianapolis 

and shortly before Peoples Temple was formed, Joseph Mattson-Boze offered Jim Jones an 

ordination certificate into the Independent Assemblies of God. This was one of the “Latter Rain” 

sects that promoted William Branham, and plans were made for Branham himself to launch 

Jones’ career as a “faith healer” at the Cadle Tabernacle in Indianapolis in June of 1956. Though 

their union would only last for a little over one year and two major events, one in 1956[11] and 

one in 1957,[12] Jones would continue to defend the “Message”[13] and preach[14] William 

Branhams[15] “Manifest Sons of God” doctrine well into the 1970s. This doctrine was the notion 

that the Son of God would be made manifest physically in the form of a “prophet”, which 

Branham alleged to be. It should come as no shock that Jones referred to himself as The Spoken 

Word[16]after Branham’s death in 1965. 

Understanding the timeline of the intersection of these men is critical to understanding the 

impact it would have on Jim Jones and Peoples Temple. Starting in 1953, William Branham 

began attempting to distance himself from the Latter Rain movement[17] while still holding to 

key elements of the Manifest Sons of God theology it produced. Specifically, Branham focused 

upon his own deity claims based upon this theology. The notion of a “prophet god”[18] was a 

key element to Branham’s version of this theology, and Branham claimed that he was “God’s 

Voice” to the people.[19] Those familiar with Jim Jones and his version of the Manifest Sons of 

God theology will find it eerily similar, but unfortunately it wasn’t until recently that Branham’s 

association to the Manifest Sons of God theology has gained national attention.[20] Interestingly, 

sermons with the title “Manifested Sons of God” were renamed, apparently to conceal all traces 

of Branham’s connection to Jim Jones.[21] 

Jacobsen: Who was Jim Jones? 

Collins: When the word “cult” is mentioned, images of Jim Jones and Jonestown immediately 

begin to surface. Phrases like, “Don’t drink the Kool-Aid” have become commonplace due to his 

legacy; almost a thousand people were convinced to willingly commit mass suicide at Jones’ 

command by drinking cyanide-laced Kool-Aid in November 1978. It was one of the greatest 

tragedies in the modern world. 

Jim Jones was a Pentecostal minister from Indiana who rose to limited fame in the Post WWII 

Healing Revival. With the help of William Branham and Joseph Mattsson-Boze, Jones’ 

“Brotherhood Healing” campaigns[22] gained him quick recognition in the revival circuits. 

Locally in Indianapolis, Jones was recognized for his work supporting impoverished African 

Americans and advocating for Civil Rights. Ironically, this conflicted with William Branham’s 

position and his close ties to white supremacy groups such as the Ku Klux Klan. Whether 

because of this or some other reason, Jones migrated Peoples Temple to Redwood Valley, 

California. 

Like William Branham, Jones referred to himself as God’s Voice to the People, referring to his 

own sermons as the “Spoken Word” [23] or “Living Word”. William Branham had claimed 

shortly before his death in 1965 that God would return to earth in the form of a human 
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“prophet”,[24] and Jones claimed that he, himself was the “Manifested Son of God”[25] from 

William Branham’s theology. Also like Branham’s authority over his cult following, this 

theology gave Jones the ultimate authority over his own cult following. 

Jacobsen: What happened to some of the followers of Jones? 

Collins: In July 1977, the Peoples Temple cult staged a mass exodus from California to Guyana. 

This was the same year[26] as one of William Branham’s doomsday predictions,[27] and the 

prediction that is most remembered.[28] Peoples Temple members followed Jones, their 

“prophet leader” to the South American jungle seeking utopia. On November 18, 1978, over nine 

hundred people took their own lives in murder/suicide, the vast majority of them by willingly 

drinking cyanide-laced poison. 

Jacobsen: Is the claim, by Branham, that he was mentally unstable relevant here?  

Collins: Without a patient to examine, it is difficult to accurately diagnose mental health. Much 

speculation has been presented in the case of Jim Jones, however, some of which would seem 

relevant. According to Professor Gary Maynard, Jones appeared to suffer from acute Narcissistic 

Personality Disorder (NPD) during the last stages of his life, and likely suffered from at least 

eight – if not nine – characteristics of NPD throughout his life.[29] This disorder would have 

produced such violent and paranoid delusions and tendencies that when combined with 

Branham’s dangerous theology, could have been the underlying cause for the Jonestown 

Massacre. Had Jones been properly treated with strong medication and intensive therapy, the 

disaster could likely have been prevented. 

William Branham, on the other hand, has not had the same level interest or speculation by mental 

health experts. Since Branham died before a similar tragedy within his own cult following 

occurred, there haven’t been many – if any – studies performed as to his mental stability. There 

has, however, been some speculation among former members of his cult following due to the 

fact that William Branham himself frequently admitted to suffering from mental health issues. 

Not to mention the similarities between Branham’s and Jones’ grandiose delusions and deity 

claims. 

According to Branham, he suffered from mental health issues since childhood, and mental health 

continued to decline with a major event approximately every seven years. 

I’ve been a neurotic all my life. As a little boy there was something struck me, that scare 

me, about every seven years it would happen to me. Brother Jack remembers when I first 

started, come off the field for a year; something just happened. 

Branham, William. 1965, Nov 28. On The Wings Of A Snow White Dove 

That being said, we do not have the exact diagnosis or even a patient to examine. We cannot 

fully trust that his own description covers the full extent of his suffering, or if those descriptions 

themselves were the result of an altered state of mind. It is clear by the examination of his 

sermon transcripts that delusions of grandeur became progressively worse during the latter part 

of his life, which would appear to match the decline in mental health for Jim Jones. Towards the 

end of his ministry, Branham began to insinuate that he was the return of the prophet “Elijah” 

from the Old Testament, as did Jones.[30] Branham also alleged that this “Elijah” (himself) was 

the “Lord Jesus Christ”.[31] 
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It is difficult to predict what might have happened had William Branham not died in 1965, but if 

prominent leaders in his religious cult and campaign team are any example, the path to 

destruction may not have been so different from Jones. Branham’s proto commune called “The 

Park” in Prescott, Arizona, which operated under the rule of Leo Mercer, made national news 

after it was alleged that physical and sexual abuse resulted in a cult member’s killing spree. 

Leo Mercer, a self-proclaimed minister, ran the park. After Brother Branham’s death in 

1965, Mercer gradually became more authoritative, employing various forms of 

punishment. He would ostracize people from the community and separate families. 

Children were beaten for minor infractions like talking during a march or not tying their 

shoes. Mercer would punish girls by cutting their hair, and force boys to wear girls’ 

clothing. There was also evidence that Mercer sexually abused children.[32] 

Similar to the final days leading up to the Jonestown Massacre at the Jonestown 

compound,[33] the “Message” compound in Prescott, Arizona became militant. Children were 

marched around the compound military-style and trained to believe that those outside the 

commune would be destroyed while those inside suffering abuse would be “saved.” 

Education was not valued in the church, and many children dropped out of school. Boys 

were expected to marry and have children at age 18. Children were taught they would 

either go to heaven or burn forever. People outside the church were considered “atomic 

fodder” who would die, while believers would be saved.[34] 

Jacobsen: What does the description of squirrels running through his stomach – so to 

speak – in psychotic episodes state about William Marrion Branham? Is mental instability 

or mental illness – though something to be empathic about – a serious problem, especially 

in religious leaders of prominence and influence? 

Collins: Throughout his ministry, William Branham gave very few descriptions of his battle with 

mental health. Other than stating that an episode occurred approximately every seven years, one 

might assume that he simply struggled with mild depression or anxiety. Shortly before his death, 

however, he described one of his “neurotic” episodes in full.[35] 

And I remember when I finally thought I had enough money to go to Mayos’ for an 

examination; they said, “They’ll find what your trouble is.” Wife and I, and Becky back 

there…Sarah was a little, bitty fellow. I just entered my healing ministry. And we took off 

to Mayos’. 

I went through the clinic. And the night before I’d find…had my finals the next morning, I 

just woke up and was setting there on the bed looking around. And I looked out in front of 

me, and there was a little boy, looked just like me, about seven years old; and looked at 

it, and it was me. And he was standing by an old snag tree. And on that tree… 

Any of you squirrel hunters know you can rub a stick up and down on a tree like that, and 

it’ll scare a squirrel and run him out if he’s in the hollow. And I was seeing there where 

that squirrel had been, and I thought, “What kind of squirrel is that?” and I rubbed it. 

And when I did, I looked over and it was me then about thirty-eight years old, the little 

boy was gone. So I rubbed that limb, and out of the hollow log, pole, come a little 

squirrel about that long, dark, almost black, and looked like little currents flying from 

him; little bitty beady eyes, the wickedest looking thing that I ever seen, looked like a 

weasel more than a squirrel. 
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And he looked right at me. And I opened my mouth to say, “Well…” And when I did, 

he…Before you could’ve batted your eye, he flew right into my mouth, went down into my 

stomach, and just tearing me to pieces. And as I come out of the vision, with my hands up, 

looking, I went screaming, “O God, have mercy! It’s killing me!”[36] 

This is a serious condition worth considering, especially with regards to the leader of a religious 

movement. Cult leaders claiming “prophecy” and “visions” often associate their experience with 

the supernatural, but very few have admitted having been in the hospital for a “neurotic episode” 

at the time their “vision” occurred. It is surprising that Branham’s description of this episode 

have not been erased from the recordings and transcripts, but even more surprising that so few of 

Branham’s followers are aware that he even entered hospitals seeking treatment for mental 

health. 

The fact that we are even discussing the question as to whether or not religious leaders of 

prominence and influence displaying symptoms of mental health instability is concerning is a 

clear representation of the nature of the problem. There are those who find the “supernatural” 

appealing, so much so that they suppress their own critical analysis of the person or persons 

claiming supernatural powers. When critical analysis is avoided, the door to disaster is opened. It 

should come as no surprise that most of our examples for religious cult leaders are those who left 

mainstream religion for “independent” or “non-denominational” groups having no 

accountability. 

Jacobsen: How might this relate to various claims to prophecies including the ‘prophecy’ 

about the final tent revival? How did several ministers interpret this, in terms of a 

resurrection? 

Collins: I find William Branham’s “tent prophecy” to be fascinating, no matter which path of 

study is taken. For everyone in Branham’s “Message” cult following, it is a “prophecy” that is 

clearly left unfulfilled, resulting in cognitive dissonance. Yet each of the many sects and sub-

cults within the “Message” have addressed the internal conflict in a variety of different ways. 

My grandfather taught his church that the final tent revival William Branham described was a 

“prophecy”. William Branham claimed that his “tent prophecy” was the result of a 

vision,[37] and that it was not his voice making this proclamation – it was “THUS SAITH THE 

LORD”.[38] After William Branham’s death in 1965, however, this presented a huge problem. 

Either William Branham was a false prophet,[39] or he must resurrect to fulfill the “prophecy”. 

As a result, grandpa began claiming that William Branham would rise from the dead.[40] When 

Branham’s funeral was held at the Branham Tabernacle, this notion continued to spread.[41] 

Over the years, this “resurrection” became a theme for Easter meetings held at Branham’s church 

in Jeffersonville. Pearry Green, pastor of Branham’s satellite church in Tucson, Arizona, added 

fuel to the fire by making the same claim.[42] 

Though I vividly remember my grandfather, aunts, and uncles discussing the “resurrection” at 

family events, Grandpa’s public version of his beliefs did not match his private. Over time, 

Grandpa denied such a belief to non-members of the cult – especially news reporters[43] – while 

privately continuing to claim that Branham would resurrect for one final tent revival. Whether 

because of this or not, other sects within the “Message” cult did not believe in 

a physical resurrection. Both myself and former members of other “Message” sects also heard 

pastors who claimed that the “tent prophecy” was a “spiritual tent”, while others claimed that the 

“vision” was merely speculation instead of “prophecy”. 
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Taking a step back from all of this, it’s difficult to imagine that so many people have held onto 

this belief of a “tent prophecy” and/or a “resurrection” for so many decades. Back when William 

Branham made the claim, and revivalists were gathering large crowds to attend “tent revivals”, 

this might have seemed probable. In today’s world, with so many convention centers, sports 

arenas, and other buildings available to rent, it is highly improbable that a “tent” would be the 

preferred place of gathering. Even towards the end of his life, the enthusiasm over the notion of a 

“tent revival” was dwindling – most people prefer the controlled climate of a properly-ventilated 

building with a good heating and air system. 
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[43] Dead Prophet Lures Thousands. 1982, Apr 12. The Courier Journal. “All along, local 

leaders of the Branham sect repeatedly said they didn’t believe any of that, and today Collins 

says, “It’s just not true at all, regardless of what you have heard.” 
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On The Message, the Klu Klux Klan, Serpent Seed 

Doctrine, and William Branham 
Scott Douglas Jacobsen: How was “The Message” formed in the racist sub-culture of the 

Ku Klux Klan? 

John Collins[1],[2]: In 1915, the Ku Klux Klan was re-birthed in Stone Mountain, Georgia, by 

William Joseph Simmons and a group of fifteen charter members.[1] Among those charter 

members, according to his own testimony, was a minister and evangelist named Roy E. Davis.[2] 

Davis was an official spokesperson for the Klan in the 1920s[3] and critical to understanding the 

themes of white supremacy woven through William Branham’s theology. It was Davis who 

trained William Branham in the ways of the Pentecostal faith and the “art” of “faith healing”.[4] 

Though created as a fraternal organization, the Ku Klux Klan touted itself as a “Christian” 

group[5] established to uphold and enforce “moral” values they referred to as “true” or “pure 

Americanism”.[6] Membership grew to over 500,000 recruits before government institutions 

realized that the nation had been silently infiltrated by a terroristic, militant force. In September 

1921, New York World ran a series of articles exposing this fact,[7] resulting in a Congressional 

inquiry and ultimately splintering the group into several sub-sects. The Klan was suddenly 

exposed as an anti-Catholic, anti-Jewish, anti-Black terrorist organization inciting violence in 

American cities. Congressman William D. Upshaw, a secret member of the Ku Klux Klan[8] and 

familiar name to William Branham’s “Message” cult, managed to save the group from a 

government-issued shutdown. 

The description of events that happened next, as it relates to William Branham, are difficult to 

summarize in the course of one single interview. I do my best to outline the details in my 

book, Preacher Behind the White Hoods: A Critical Examination of William Branham and his 

Message. William Joseph Simmons was ousted from the group he created. Simmons and Davis 

attempted to create another white supremacy group called the Knights of the Flaming 

Sword.[9] The Indiana Ku Klux Klan grew to an enormous capacity and infiltrated Indianapolis 

Government,[10] only to be left in disarray with the murder and rape conviction of Ku Klux 

Klan Grand Dragon D.C. Stephenson.[11] Roy Davis set up his base of operations in 

Jeffersonville, Indiana, seemingly to seize the opportunity while evading multiple criminal 

convictions[12] and after serving prison time.[13] Davis’ brothers migrated to Jeffersonville, 

Indiana[14] to assist in revivals producing “healing miracles”.[15] 

It was during the highly publicized intersection of these events that Roy E. Davis ordained 

William Branham into the Pentecostal faith and established him as a “faith healing” minister. 

Based on the timing of the articles printed in the local newspapers, Branham’s first ministerial 

tasks would have been to battle the negative publicity before, during, and after Roy Davis’ 

extradition to multiple states for multiple criminal charges. After Roy Davis was released from a 

1940 “ sex pervert” prison sentence[16] and reconnected with William Upshaw[17], the two 

former Klansmen planned a strategy to rebirth the original Ku Klux Klan.[18] Then they 

reconnected with William Branham,[19] and shortly after, the “Message” was born.[20] 

Jacobsen: When did William Marrion Branham first learn of the Serpent Seed ideology 

within a church led by a high-ranking official of the Ku Klux Klan? 
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Collins: Among white supremacy groups touting themselves as “Christian”, there is a notion of 

“Christian Identity” through bloodline.[21] This “Christian Identity Doctrine” is based upon the 

extra-biblical claim that the Original Sin in the Garden of Eden was the result of a sexual union 

between Eve and the Serpent. Based upon William Branham’s close ties to high-ranking 

members of the Ku Klux Klan and his statements aligned with Klan agenda,[22] it should come 

as no surprise that this would be a fundamental doctrine in Branham’s “Message” cult theology. 

William Branham alleges that he first came in contact with this doctrine through George 

DeArk,[23] who was an elder in Roy Davis’ Pentecostal church along with Branham. DeArk 

continued as an elder when Davis was extradited for criminal charges and the church transitioned 

to the Billie Branham Pentecostal Tabernacle.[24] It is unclear whether the transfer of knowledge 

happened during Davis’ leadership or Branham’s, but based upon the timeline of events it would 

appear that Branham first learned Christian Identity Doctrine while acting as an elder of church 

led by a former high-ranking member of the Ku Klux Klan. 

Understanding the timing of William Branham’s public position regarding the Christian Identity 

doctrine is critical in understanding its racial context. During the years in which the “Message” 

was being birthed, at least according to the sermon transcripts that we have access to read, 

William Branham publicly rejected Christian Identity (or his “Serpent’s Seed Doctrine) as false. 

Branham alleged that he disagreed with George DeArk on this subject, and preached that “Adam 

and Eve was the father and mother, earthly, of every living creature of human beings that’s ever 

been on the earth. {…} Black, white, pale, brown, yellow, whatever color you might be”.[25] 

In 1958, however, as the country grew more strongly divided on the issue of Integration of black 

and white children into schools, Braham changed his position. Nine African Americans had 

enrolled in Little Rock Central High School at the end of 1957,[26] after which time the issue of 

Integration went all the way to the Supreme Court. The Ku Klux Klan and other white 

supremacy groups were actively recruiting in Little Rock, Arkansas to block integration, and had 

successfully convinced the public to keep the schools segregated.[27] The Federal Bureau of 

Investigation was working undercover in Little Rock, Arkansas at that time, and found Rev. Roy 

E. Davis at the center of the integration protests. As the Arkansas government voted to reject the 

Supreme Court decision to force integration,[28] Branham introduced his Christian Identity 

doctrine to the public.[29] Christian Identity doctrine, rebranded as “Serpent’s Seed”, would 

continue to be a fundamental part of Branham’s cult doctrine. 

Just like it was on The Serpent’s Seed, but it’s absolutely proven to be right. I got papers 

right here, out of the paper, where women right now…and even in—in the great…Some 

of the great dioceses has got the pictures of the original, a snake crawling on a woman’s 

leg, and just in how it goes around her; she has all kinds of sensations and things, 

something a man could never touch her with, with this huge snake wrapping around her, 

and so forth. That’s exactly the truth. And it’s going worse and worse, and will get worse. 

Serpent, which he was not…he could not have had the sex affair with her when he was a 

serpent.[30] 

Jacobsen: How did the theology of William Marrion Branham support racist ideologies? 

Collins: Christian Identity doctrine was not the only racially charged theology that William 

Branham propagated, and his use of doctrine and claims of “supernatural events” were not solely 

focused upon theology. Some of Branham’s teachings included politically motivated agendas 

supportive of the white supremacy ideology. Many of these teachings were very subtle, and 
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might have gone unnoticed without the more obvious ones to examine. Branham was very 

outspoken against specific public figures in the entertainment industry, for example, which 

would seem out of place for a minister of the “Gospel”. Many of them just happen to be the same 

public figures targeted by white supremacy groups. Branham frequently condemned Lucille Ball 

and any who watched her television show,[31] “I Love Lucy”. This show, featuring an interracial 

married couple, attempted to break down racial barriers. 

As the battle for Civil Rights intensified, and Roy E. Davis assumed his role of Imperial Grand 

Dragon, the supreme leader of the Original Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,[32] Branham was no 

longer subtle. This was especially the case when John F. Kennedy began running for office; 

Kennedy promised to create equal opportunity for all mankind “by the stroke of the President’s 

pen”.[33] William Branham claimed that the election of President Kennedy was “one of the 

greatest mistakes the colored race ever made”. Branham compared Martin Luther King, Jr. and 

his Civil Rights activism to Hitler,[34] and claimed that President Kennedy’s support of equal 

rights was a denial of freedom of religion. This, he said, was the “antichrist”.[35] 

The most revealing, as it relates to a minister during the era of intense battle to prevent the 

integration of public-school systems, is a tale Branham frequently used in his sermons. 

Overlooking the racial slurs Branham used such as “Aunt Jemima”, the underlying theme was 

that of an African American boy suffering the effects of syphilis – with whom no “respectable” 

white mother would want her daughter to attend school: 

The first thing you know, I looked, leaning across a gate, and I was going on along there 

singing that little song, “I’m so glad that I can say I’m one of them,” singing it to myself, 

and I looked across the gate, and there was a typical old Aunt Jemima with a man’s shirt 

tied around her head, a little old whitewash cabin of a thing setting there, and there was 

a—a plowpoint hanging on the gate for a weight to pull it back. And she was hanging out 

there looking over there. And I seen her about a hundred yards away, and I quit singing, 

just went on down the street. When I passed by, she started smiling, looking at me, tears 

running down her big fat cheeks. She said, “Good morning, parson.” I turned around. I 

said, “Good morning, Auntie.” I said, “How’d you know I was a parson?” She said, 

“Parson, did you ever read in the Bible about the Shunammite woman, who couldn’t 

have a baby, and she told the Lord that she was blessed, and—and Elijah told her that 

she was going to have a baby, and she had it, and then the baby died?” I said, “Yes, I 

remember that.” She said, “I’s was that kind of woman. I couldn’t have no baby, and I 

told the Lord I’d raise the baby,” and said, “to suit for Him.” And she said, “The Lord 

give me and my husband a baby.” And she said, “Parson,” she said, “the baby, my boy, 

when he got to be a man, he went out and done what was wrong.” And said, “I couldn’t 

help it, parson.” Said, “I’ve washed over the washboard” said, “to try to raise him right 

in church, but,” said, “he backslid, and he went away from God; and he got with the 

wrong crowd.” And said, “Parson,” said, “he got a bad disease, syphilitic, dying with a 

venereal disease.” And said, “And he’s laying in here dying.”[36] 

Jacobsen: What were the Klan-supportive doctrines of purported revelations and the 

Serpent’s Seed? 

Collins: As is the case with the central figure of any religious or political cult, supreme authority 

in doctrine and interpretation of scripture was given to William Branham by his cult following. 

In political cults, this authority is granted through a shared belief in a common goal. Religious 
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cults favor the “supernatural”, their central figures claiming “visions”, “prophecies”, or 

“revelations”. If evaluated after the Little Rock Nine incident and Branham’s true intentions 

made public, it would appear that Branham’s “Message” cult following is both religious and 

political. Doctrine fundamental to the cult’s theology, such as Branham’s “Serpent’s Seed”, 

clearly aligned with Klan Agenda. 

Shortly after John F. Kennedy was elected, Branham started claiming to have had a “prophecy” 

in 1933 proclaiming that women voting would result in “electing the wrong man” and causing 

the “destruction of the United States”.[37] Cult doctrine was introduced that forbade female cult 

members to vote, in an apparent attempt to control future ballots. (It was a common belief at that 

time that Kennedy won the election due to his popularity among female voters, though more 

women voted against Kennedy than for him.[38]) 

When each of Branham’s extra-biblical doctrines and “revelations” are examined in context of 

the timeline of the Civil Rights movement, the agenda becomes clear. This is especially the case 

with regards to his doctrine that a “Christian should forfeit their rights”, his stance against 

education,[39] and his statements claiming that African Americans should be content with their 

own schools. 

It’s just because they want to go to school. They got schools. Let them go to school. 

That’s right. … a colored man is satisfied in the state he is in, so they don’t need those 

things[40] 

Jacobsen: Why was William Marrion Branham claiming Martin Luther King as 

“communistic inspired”? 

Collins: The second “Red Scare” of the 1940s and 1950s was a tool used frequently by white 

supremacy groups both to reinforce their agenda and to create distrust in their opponents. Many 

people in the United States feared that the Soviet Union and its allies had infiltrated the U.S. 

Government, resulting in a massive witch hunt to identify communist sympathizers.[41] As 

Martin Luther King took center stage in the battle for Civil Rights, these groups began to focus 

their efforts against King, labeling him as a “Communist.”[42] 

It was during this same time that William Branham launched his own campaign against Martin 

Luther King, Jr. and the Civil Rights movement. According to Branham, African Americans 

seeking equal rights was “communistic”: 

Down there that day in Shreveport when that uprise come, and them…and there was all 

them young colored inspired out there, communistic[43] 

But look, it isn’t them real genuine borned again Christian colored people that’s causing 

all of this trouble. You want to condemn them for that, what about some of our renegade 

white kids? See? Now, what sauce for the goose is for the gander. Well, our white kids 

cause twice as much trouble as they have. That’s exactly right. Where’s it at? In our 

colleges and things like that. Some of our higher-educated people is causing those things. 

See? Well, what is it? Now, to show you that it’s communism and not them colored 

people, that’s how communism has always come in to take over.[44] 

Like I said, this Martin Luther King is leading his people to a crucifixion. It’s 

communistic.[45] 
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Jacobsen: Did this racist attitude and worldview influence the anti-integration of the school 

systems at the times of the Civil Rights movement? 

Collins: It is difficult to say whether William Branham’s efforts to sway politics through religion 

had direct impact, and even more difficult to measure how much that impact influenced the 

decisions made by State and local governments. Without question, it contributed to the 

resistance. Any of Branham’s devout followers would have been persuaded due to his authority 

over doctrine and scripture, some of them repeating his ideology to others. Any of those same 

members who were militant against the integration of schools would have used Branham’s 

theology as justification for their bigotry and hatred. The question is whether or not those 

committing hate crimes had come in contact with Branham’s recordings or literature. With 

Branham’s influence, especially among the right-wing, evangelical Christians in the South, it 

would seem more likely than not. 

Regardless, it is clear that the main arguments used to remain segregated can be identified in 

Branham’s sermons. Whether claiming the Civil Rights movement to be “communist” or 

claiming that black schools during segregation were “better than white”, Branham’s racially 

charged statements would have been more popular among the opposition than the freedom 

seekers. 

The question down there is “segregation of school.” Now, I was there at the first uprise, 

and I heard it, and I—I know from what I speak of. The colored people has fine schools, 

sometimes much better than the other schools. And, for instance, in Shreveport they got 

finer schools than the white school is. But it’s the idea of somebody inspiring them that 

they should go and mix themselves together. Which, I think that it’d be all right, but as 

long as the people are protesting it, those southern people, then what difference does it 

make anyhow?[46] 

Jacobsen: Why did William Marrion Branham consider all black people “heathens” based 

on the culture? 

Collins: Without awareness of William Branham’s connections to white supremacy, researchers 

would mistakenly assume that Branham was either ill-informed or had never visited the locations 

in Africa that he claimed. His descriptions of the South African culture mislead readers and 

listeners to believe that large cities such as Durban were undeveloped and untamed. His 

descriptions of the inhabitants were that of indigenous tribes from scenes in Hollywood movies 

instead of the civilized cultures that existed at the time in which he participated in the healing 

revivals. 

Without awareness of the themes of white supremacy in his sermons, one might also mistakenly 

assume that Branham was simply boasting by overexaggerating the number of conversions in his 

revival meetings, as seemed to be the case among others in the Post World War II Healing 

Revival. Though the revivals Branham participated in included hundreds of other “faith healers”, 

evangelists, and ministers having ministries they claimed to be just as “supernatural” and 

“powerful” as Branham’s, there was very little mention of the other ministers involved with the 

revivals. Branham used the word “I” more frequently than the word “we”, seemingly with intent 

to claim the results of the Apostolic Faith Missions, Voice of Healing Revivals, and other 

movements as his own. 
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Durban, South Africa, for instance, had a population of almost a half of a million 

citizens.[47] There were (and still are) some remaining indigenous tribes outside of the cities 

where meetings were held, but the vast majority of Durban citizens were Christian. Of those, a 

large number of Christians were already Pentecostal. In the late 1800s, John Alexander Dowie 

(founder of the Zion City Cult in Zion City, Illinois) began growing a church of converts, mostly 

Zulus.[48] In 1908, the Apostolic Faith Missions (AFM) began their attempt to spread 

Pentecostalism, leading to racial segregation among the converts and the more than 6,000 

independent Pentecostal churches that exist today. If not for one single statement[49] in 

Branham’s post-Africa-trip speech, Branham’s connections to the AFM might otherwise have 

gone unnoticed. He later tried to distance himself from the AFM, claiming a disagreement in the 

process of baptism.[50] 

Knowing the connections to white supremacy and the types of propaganda used in the sermons, 

it becomes easier to identify the strategy behind the statements. The racially charged statements 

go far beyond racial profiling; Branham attempted to demonize the profile. In sermons with titles 

such as “demonology”, William Branham claimed that Africans were “big, burly, heavy fat-like 

people. Some of them are nearly seven-foot tall, and weigh, oh, two hundred and eighty, three 

hundred pounds, burly.”[51] He described citizens attending the revivals as “fifteen different 

tribes”,[52] without qualifying his statements with phrases such as “as well as thousands of 

civilized Pentecostal converts from the thousands of local churches”. 

His usage of the word “heathen” was based on their use of cosmetics and jewelry, specifically 

earrings. Though the Bible contains many examples of the righteous wearing jewelry and 

cosmetics, from the beauty contest in the book of Esther[53] to God’s own description of his 

Bride in the book Ezekiel,[54] Branham claimed that cosmetics and earrings were “heathenism”. 

That’s the heathen trait. Any paint, never in the world, but all painting of faces originated 

with heathens is always condemned by believers. I hope this goes real far down home, 

just to make you real good and sick for a few minutes. But now, don’t get angry with me; 

I love you. But I just want to tell you what’s truth. Remember, I’ve just returned from the 

African jungle. Every one, the tribals of heathen, on every kind of an occasion they paint 

their face and wear great big earrings. The Indian savage heathen paints his face and 

puts on war paint when he goes in—in the… His war is worship around his idols. He 

paints.[55] 

I can prove this without a shadow of a doubt, that woman wearing paint come from a 

heathen trait. The heathens do it. And boogie-wooglie and rock-and-roll is a African 

dance of the heathens. Can’t you see how the devil come in and polished it up?[56] 

Branham also combined negative statements describing two separate cultures, naming only the 

African culture. Whether strategic or not, it resulted in listeners mistakenly assuming the 

descriptions were of Africa. In a sermon describing his upcoming travels to South Africa,[57] for 

example, William Branham described scenes from a popular “spiritualist camp” in Indiana that 

was just a short drive from his home in Jeffersonville. Camp Chesterfield, home of the famous 

“Madam Mimi” offered an attraction of a floating piano that played the same jingle used in the 

Beverly Hillbillies television show, “Shave and a Haircut, Two Bits”. Until it was later exposed 

as a hoax, many visitors believed they were witnessing actual “spirits”.[58] 

I’ve seen the heathens clap their hands, do a dance, speak in tongues, and do all those 

things, and interpret it, but they were African heathens. Sure. I seen them lay a pencil 
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down, and that witch doctor stood there and made that pencil stand up, and run up-and-

down on a place up there, and come back and played, like, “shave and a hair cut, two 

bits,” and drawed out an unknown tongue and wrote it out, and one of them stood there, 

interpreting it. Oh, my![59] 

Jacobsen: What was the idea of the deepest ‘revelations’ about the Serpent Seed doctrine 

being something only the bride could understand in any real way? What were the deepest 

supposed revelations? Who or what was the “bride”? 

Collins: As was the case with any propaganda used by white supremacy groups, the deepest 

secrets and most fundamental ideologies contained the vague, public version and the deeper 

meaning in private versions. If asked by news media or religious journal, many leaders of 

Branham’s cult following would simply claim that Branham’s alleged sexual union between Eve 

and the Serpent in the Garden of Eden resulted as a “spiritual separation” of people, not physical. 

Others might claim that it was physical, for a period of time, but after the Great Flood of Noah, 

one of the two physical bloodlines was made extinct. My grandfather, who was for almost fifty 

years the pastor of William Branham’s “Branham Tabernacle” after William Branham’s death 

would have never publicly stated his belief in two physical bloodlines from behind the pulpit, 

regardless of what he thought and said in private. There were a handful of African American 

congregants in his church, and this would certainly not have went over well. He would never 

mention in public that my grandmother refused to eat food served by a person with black skin in 

a restaurant, or that family members refused black renters for their skin color. Those who knew 

the public versions of cult leaders have vastly different opinions than those who knew the 

private, and even then, only those in agreement on those ideologies knew the extent of the 

private version. 

To understand the “deeper revelation” behind Branham’s Serpent’s Seed doctrine, one must first 

understand Branham’s doctrinal teaching concerning the female gender. Under the public 

surface, this doctrine has the context of a physical blood type that currently exists – not a 

“spiritual” separation of race or limited existence. Branham taught that the female gender was 

not in the original creation,[60] a by-product or afterthought designed by Satan[61] for 

sex[62] and filth. In his twisted version of the Creation Story, Branham claimed that God created 

the female body as an impure creature solely for the purpose of sex with the Serpent to produce a 

second bloodline.[63] This “perversion”,[64] the female gender, was not limited to the 

“spiritual” or to a specific period of time. In Branham’s theological teaching, the female gender 

was physically and morally the same as Eve, the mother of all living, and were (in present tense) 

“not worth a good clean bullet to kill them with it”.[65] 

Based on the timeline of Branham’s reversal in theology, it becomes clear that his version of 

Christian Identity was introduced with a deeper meaning that could be applied to the current 

events, specifically the integration of public schools. It was the “mystery” of a physical 

“perversion”, creating a physical bloodline, resulting in the modern system of education. What 

was the result of this physical bloodline? To the white listener in alignment with the themes of 

white supremacy, the serpent and Eve created the non-white race. To the black listener unaware 

of those themes, this bloodline created the education system they wanted the freedom to 

participate in through the attendance of their children. To the cult member, unaware that any of 

these themes exist, it is simply the idea that evil is among the public, undetectable by the human 

eye, which claims a direct lineage to Satan through the Serpent in the Garden of Eden. 
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You know that. The woman doesn’t have a seed, the female. She has an egg, but not a 

seed. But she…appointed him, a seed, see, appointed by God’s appointment, she took the 

seed. And the great Seed, course, from the woman, was that God gave. See, God 

appointed her a seed instead of the one that Cain slew; that, the enemy, death, serpent’s 

seed slew God’s seed, in perversion there, you see. God appointed, through the woman, a 

Seed, which is Christ, see, to bring back the original seed again. You see it? And so you 

see the perversion brought death through education and intelligence, and what we call 

today, science and religion, and so forth, it brought death. But she…appointed him, a 

seed, and then man began to call upon the Name of the Lord, and begin to come back to 

the Word again. See? And remember, follow that seed, as we will track it in a few weeks, 

on this serpent. You follow that, it switches right through the Scripture. Watch it. Them 

two vines grow right together, as you heard my Message on “the vine.” They come right 

up together, and so close together that it would almost deceive the very elected, if 

possible, in the last days when it come to the head. It puts forth a grain just like a wheat, 

but it isn’t a wheat, see, it isn’t. It’s a shuck, yet. Now, see there: civilization, 

education…I think I’ve got about ten more Scriptures, you see, wrote down there, but I 

think not to go through that. But we understand by this, that education, science and 

civilization, is of the devil. That’s right. It isn’t of God. It is of the devil.[66] 

Jacobsen: Thank you for the opportunity and your time, John. 
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