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Asad Mahmud; Takudzwa Mazwienduna; Brenda Dobbs; Dennis Maselura Mhango; Sarah Palmieri; Cory Ruf; Michael Simoens; Jean Tapao and
Karla; Frantisek Korbel; Shaun Minné; Claire Mortifee; Kareem Muhssin; Rhonda Price; Caleb W Lack; Aubrey Everett; Daniela Wakonigg; Romy
Prasad, Marle Simmons, Austin, and Johnmichael Symmonds; Jennifer Ward; Faith Hamlin; Izzy Brown; Kevin Bolling; Britany L.;
Isaiah Akorita; Laurie Skori; Jacques Rousseau; Laury Silvers; Scott Janis; Tarek Fatah; Fiona MacGregor; David Amies; Michael Aristidou; Lisa
Barrett; Marian Bruin; Victor Benitez; Amy Lieberman; Jeff Sharom; Christine McNab and Julia Cabassi; Holly Walsh; Ziauddin Sardar; Mike
Slavin; Bret Weinstein; Joti Samra; Jen Takahashi; Alice Jay; Shekinah (The Poetry Annals); Marissa Bowsfield; Cheri Frazer; Sandra Jimenez;
Oren Amitay; Robert Danay; Nick Khaligh and Matt; John Perkins; Katerina Balaban; Will Zieburtz; Tim Underwood; Komolafe Yomi; Chiedozie
Uwakwe; Eduardo Feliz, Ray Clevenger, and Tonoy Emroz; Kabeena Anura; Jasmine Marjanovic; Tony Pinkney; Angel Sumka; Syed
Soharwardy; Liam Whitton; Farid Esack; Rachel Phan; Francis Emeafu; Monique Catan, Ana-Lotis Fortuna-Pareja Ishikawa, Armin Navabi, Dean
Lawrence, and Allie Jackson; Charlotte Hunter; Leslie Rosenblood and Jag; Geoff McKenzie; Almas Jiwani; Phaedra de Saint-Rome, Pallavi
Vachaspati, Masood Lohar, Celine Caira, Pamela Buyu, Mauricio Lopez, Omar Al Busaidy, Crystal White, Jassie Badion, Fernando Prado, Jason
Dupuis, Elysha Dg-Enos, Yolande Antenuzzo, Margaret Kasibayo, Diana Dwamena, Miriam Vargas Lopez, Ian Charles, Ikbal Juma, Lucie Fabien,
Norman Ouellet, Alexandra Lucchesi, Danielle Emond, Meghan Van Arrdt, Angela Dwamena, Batool Fatima, Frida Misago, Market Wired,
Executive Woen – United Arab Emirates, David Sundin, Estella Muyindi, Bryson Auditors, Annie Zawadi, Darine Benamara, Jenny Matingu, Alex
Portman, Mireille Tchatchaouang, Rochelle Atizado, and Tabish Bhimani at Almas Jiwani Foundation; Professor James L. McClelland; Marilyne
Whitty; Stan Shaffer; Malik Jamal; Debra Bryant; Harold Whittell; Alfred Yi Zhang; Professor Michael Turvey; Linda Minamimaye; Agata
Feetham; Dr. Neil Fassina; MATCH International Women's Fund; United Nations Women Canada; Fenugreen; Hon. Rich Coleman; Solon
Bucholtz; Andreas "Andy" Schildhorn; Councillor Petrina Arnason; Township of Langley; Professor Stavroula Kousteni; Everton Gordon;
Jamaican-Canadian Association; Caribbean African Canadian Social Services; John Kerr; Benjamin David; the late Professor Christopher K.
Rovee-Collier; Leah Giesbrecht; Positive Living BC; Professor Robert A. Rescorla; Professor James McGaugh; Dr. Margena A. Christian;
Professor Saul Sternberg; Dashiell; BC New Democratic Party (NDP); Mike Donovan; Unparty: The Consensus-Building Party; Professor Jerome
R. Busemeyer; Professor Lynn Nadel; Kerrie Kennedy; Canadian Women's Foundation; Peter Molnar; Steve Paikin; Linda Chee; Professor Larry
Squire; Professor David Garneau; Lily Serna and Nanette Moulton; Mark Swarek; Bjoern Jivung; Rex Eaton; Davina Ogilvie; Earth Skin & Eden;
Jim Balakshin; Young Ideas (Gordon Neighbourhood House); Kathryn Gibbons; Penn Jillette & Teller, and Glenn Alai; Professor William N.
London; Dr. John "Jay" Ellison; Professor Stephen Grossberg; Huffington Post; Lynn Nadel; Mia Wiens; Susanna Millar; Don and Darlene
McKinnon, Fred Girling, Greg McIntyre, and Peter Holobuff; Cameron Clarke McLeod; Zachary R.W. Johnston; Renee Griffin and Centre for
Equality Rights in Accommodation; Bill Hopwood; Professor Scott O. Lilienfeld; Corey Callies; Susanna Millar; Linda L. Crawford and Interfaith
Centre at the Presidio; James Filippelli and Your Political Party of BC; Orla Drohan and Abortion Rights Campaign; Zachary R. W. Johnson and
the BC Progressive Party; Janna and Sarah from Nellies Community Service; Ontario Society of Senior Citizens' Organizations; Nicky Dunlop of
PovNet; Stefanie Darlow and the GEN-NHQ Chaplaincy; Heidi McDonell; Fonda Betts; Danielle Kadjo; Kavita Shukla and Carrie M.; Liz Lilly;
Carrol Woolsey; National Aboriginal Circle Against Family Violence; BC Social Credit Party; Green Party Political Association of British
Columbia; Dr. Christopher DiCarlo and Linda Loucks; Dr. Alain May; Clayton Clemens; Equal Pay Coalition; Dr. Reinekke Lengelle; Dr Jonathan
Haidt; Honorable Minister Judy M. Foote and Jessica Turner; Professor Larry Jacoby; Professor Geoffrey Loftus; Professor Michael Posner;
Professor Alan Baddeley; Professor Robert Bjork; Professor Roberta Klatzky; Professor Nora Newcombe; Professor Henry Roediger; Daphne
Odjig and Stan; James Randi; Skye van Zetten; Jessica Avery; Dr. Margena Christian; Michael Hale, Justine Nelson, Lynn Perrin, Wendy Major,
Alan Hunter, Jessica Lar-Son, Lindy, and Leslie Dyson, and Kwantlen Elder Leykeyton for the smudge ceremony and kind words; Paul Taylor,
Chantille Viaud, Kathryn Gibbons, Stephanie Shulehan, Matt Schroeter (Board Chair), Brendan David Bailey, Agata Feetham, Suzanna Millar,
Peggy Casey, and Chantal Denis; Danica of Wild Tussah; Darlene James and Don McKinnon; Kathleen Murphy; Marijuana Party of Canada;
NORML Canada; Blair T. Longley; Brett Seychell and Hanna Guy; Anna Sundari; Dominique Behn; PEI Reproductive Rights Organization Charlottetown, PE; Horse Protection Society of British Columbia; Sharon Well-Ackermans; Dr. Steven Critchley; Michael Staley; Frater Iskandar;
Sam Webster; Pastor James Paton; Lawrence Hill; Professor Veronica Thompson; Megan Hall; Dr. Ruth Kastner; Erin Simmons; Vesta Recovery;
Nicole Reid-Naziel; Deborah Maddock; Program for Women Inc.; Nicole Boucher; Barbara Lehtiniemi; Insp. Baltej Singh Dhillon; Jeff Vircoe;
Patrick Zierten; Satoshi Kanazawa; Karyn Mathewson; The Canadian Council of Muslim Women; Sahar Zaidi; Ryan Kiedrowski; Rayhana Sultan;
Bays Blackhall; Thomas Wolf; Andreas Gunnarsson; The Honorable Minister Amarjeet Sohi and Brook Simpson; Professor Nikola Poljak; Leslie
McQuade; Mr. Stacey Petersen, Andrew “AJ” Jenkins, and Lisa Simone; Andrea Sanabria; Chantal Denis; Amanda Tabert; Stephanie Shulhan;
Matt Schroeter; Dr. Jason Betts (Emerald Alchemist); Sarah Wilson, Pamela Hine, Kim Tanner, Karen Wienberg, Britton Lense, Sharon NehringWillson, Catherine Poole, Russ Aitchison, Friedrich Fink, Wilmer Noel, Samuel Josaphat, Theodores Charnes, Florencia Bell, Nicholas Joseph,
Bedel Desruisseaux, Remy Elaste, Clausette Clerger, Medjune Lundi, and Michaelange at Little Footprints, Big Steps (LFBS); Professor Stavroula
Kousteni at Columbia University; Jenny Arrington; Lead Pastor Matt Chandler and Coleman Wagner; Natasha Taneka; Paul M. Taylor; Kay
Johnson; Jennifer Arrington; Professor Nicola Clayton, FRS; Honorable Minister Patty Hajdu and Kirsten Strom; Professor Albert Bandura and
Christine Cordone; Pardes Seleh; Dr. David H. Turpin and Kiann McNeill; Dr. Mamdouh Shoukri and Tessa G. Barclay; Deborah Gillis, Dr. Allan
Rock and Néomie Duval; Executive Pastors and Pamela Arambaru at Centre Street Church; Pastor Shantz and Stephanie Warne-Lange; Teaching
Pastor Bruxy Cavey, Keturah Knapp, and Zulema; Madeleine Gross; Anissa Helou; Lee Maracle; Tabitha Swanson for being a love in my life;
Professor Lorelei Hanson; Dr. Lowitja O'Donoghue AB CBE DSG, Kylie Simmons, and Cristina Lochert at the Lowitja Institute; John O'Brien
and Gail Brennan for assistance in intermediary and editing work for the interview with the university president; Dr. Reinekke Lengelle for the
reading and the interview; Janice Swayze for the work; Monique Gray Smith; Professor Eric Topol and Corrine Yarbrough; Mike Hess; Professor
Veronica Thompson; Professor Michael Graetzel; Professor Patrick M. O’Shea; Sayuri Yano; Profesor Trevow W. Robbins; Professor Deirdre
McCloskey; Elaine Fabbro; Peggy Lynn MacIsaac; Deborah Gillis, Tia Gordon, and Dr. Jeanine Prime; Matt Eisenbrandt; Bronwyn Bancroft;
David Griffin; Priya Bangar; Reinekke Lengelle; Lorelei Hanson; John O'Brien; Gail Brennan; Jacqueline Keena; Dr. Nayla Hayek; Lauren Repei;
Kim Newsome; Corina Vogt; Pierre Plamondon; Sarah Cornett; Shawna Wasylyshyn; Lauren Morocco; Tamra Ross; Philip Kirkbride; Tiiu
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Vuorensola; Michele Kiselyk; Laura Meyer; Amelia Spedaliere; Diane Mitchnik; Anand Jain; Dr. Patrick Myers; Dr. Kamaljit Kaur Sidhu;
Professor Tracey Lindberg; Anita Rau Badami and Jackie Kaiser; Madeleine Gross and Blaire Schembari; David Gregory; Pamela Hawranik; Dr.
Allan Rock and Néomie Duval; Pamela Aramburu; Megan Hall; Pastor Mark Clark and Erin Harrison; John Shirley; David Marusek; Cory
Doctorow; Professor Maiga Chang; Professor Sabine Graf; Hon. Minister Amarjeet Sohi and Brook Simpson; Professor Gordon Guyatt and Laurel
Grainger; Elaine Fabbro and Peggy Lynn MacIsaac; Farouk A. Peru; Elizabeth Mwanga; Professor Dougkas Richard Hofstadter; Maria
Konovalenko; Professor Saul Kripke and Oliver Marshall; Pastor Mark and Erin Harrison; Deb Stone and Victoria Liguez; American Mensa; Cathy
Freeman and James; Rt. Hon. Kim Campbell and Sheila Graves; Dr. Richard Lynn; George Saunders and Dhara Parikh; Amy Smith and Tasleem
Nawar; Tanya Tagak and Kate Price; Eric Mah; Amanda Panaanen; John Cleese and Pat; Dr. Shirley Cheechoo and Erin Medakovic; Sarah Cornett;
Sarika Rao; Gail Brennan; Peter MacKinnon; Kany Nuwukurata; Lucie Idlout; Susan Aglukark; Kate Price and Tanya Tagak; Cathy Freeman and
James; Kevin Davey; Kevin Davey; George Saunders; Edith Krause, Sam Pimentel, Elizabeth Ingram, Peter von Tiesenhausen, Loranne Brown,
A. Hurt, Pamela MacKenzie, Celeste Snowber, Daniela, Doris Auxier, M. Abma, Helma Sawatsky, Kirsten A., Carl Tracie, K. Bubel, Sharon Fish
Mooney, Tim Lilburn, Leah Kostamo, Mary O'Connor, Harley, Roy Mulder, Tracie, Lyndal Osborne, Katharine Bubel, R. Wong, M. Parolin, B
Zeigler, Brandon Gabriel, Eddie Gardner, B. Holling, Karen Steensma, Beth Carruthers, David Clements, Brunella Battista, Lynn Fels, Patricia
Victor at S.A.M.C.; Lois Volk (President) at CAWEE; Terrie Chan for being a love in my life; Serena Henderson; Dr. Patrick J. Fahy (Professor;
Centre for Distance Education), Dr. Martha Cleveland-Innes (Professor; Program Director, Centre for Distance Education) at Athabasca University;
Victoria Liguez and Deb Stone at American Mensa; Grand Secretary Jerry W. Kopp; Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn; Suzanne Northcott;
Rukshana Hassanali; Priya Bangar; Dr. Priscila Uppal for the opportunity to conduct an extensive interview with one of Canada's leading young
author, poet, and novelist, especially in the light of a very rare health scare through persistence and resilience to complete the interview during "r
and r" time; Kathryn, Lisa, Gail Maurer, Lorie Marchinkow, Audrey Hiebert at the Fraser Valley Healthcare Foundation; Ed Roche (VP Sales, US
& Canada) and Jill Denio (Key Account Manager, Publisher Relations) at EBSCO; Lance Richlin; J.D. Mata; Ray Oldhafer; John; Thea Zerbe;
Alexandra Harper; David Squire; Michael Palin and Paul Bird; Dr. Kirsten Johnson, M.D.; Daniel Derksen; Samantha Clark for being a love in my
life; Oana Salcescu; Dr. Paul Russell; Nuhyn and Oakwhyndhr at Pagan Federation International Canada; Karina Albert (Member Services
Coordinator) at Canadian Counselling and Psychotherapy Association/Association canadienne de counseling et de psychothérapie; Dr. Katie Gibbs
and Alana Westwood at Evidence4Democracy; Dr. Guang Chen, Shawna Wasylyshyn, Donette Kingyens, Dr. Kinshuk, Isabelle Guillot, Pearl
McGhee, Dr. Tracey Lindberg, Dr. Junye Wang, Dr. Vivekenandan Kumar, and Morgan Newington at Athabasca University; Athelia Nihtscada
(Founder and Arch Druid, Awen Grove; Genevieve Brule for being a love in my life; Member of the Third Order of the Reformed Druids of North
America; Member, Order of Bards Ovates and Druids; Member, The British Druid Order; Member, Henge of Keltria; Member and Past Regional
Coordinator, Druid Network; Member and Past Regional Druid of Western Canada, Ár nDraíocht Féin: A Druid Fellowship (ADF) at Awen Grove;
Moorish Science Temple; Dr. Paul Bloom at Yale University; Jean-Louis de Biasi; Dr. Marjorie Robbins at University of British Columbia; Landon
Bennett; Dr. Pei Wang (Associate Professor) at Temple University; Marco Ripa at sPIQr Society; Dale LaVerne; J.C. Hughes and Stephen; Dr.
Cristina Atance (Associate Professor, School of Psychology, University of Ottawa; Principal Investigator, Childhood Cognition and Learning
Laboratory; Editorial Board Member, Canadian Journal of Experimental Psychology) at University of Ottawa; BC Psychological Association; Paul
Cooijmans (Administrator) at the Giga Society, the Glia Society, GliaWebNews, Young and intelligent?, Order of Thoth, the Glia Society, Order
of Imhotep, and the Grail Society; Richard G. Rosner at the Giga Society and the Mega Society for months of intensive, daily, collaboration and
wonderful thought experiments tied to calculations, and Carole Rosner and Isabella Rosner for husband and father rental, respectively – means a
lot for the effort, patience, and time with me; Adam de la Cruz, Morgan Deters, Cynthia Park, Charlie Walentiny, Samantha Winn, Rebekah
Traficante, and Sameer Kanal, Sasha Sleiman, and Neil Rotta for the low-income grant, at Northwest Model United Nations; Dr. Xavier Jouve at
Cogn-IQ.org and Cerebrals Society; Dr. Vijay Jain and Anand Jain at Jain Centre of British Columbia; Dr. Susan Hughson (past president) at British
Columbia Humanist Association; Dr. Danielle Polage at Central Washington University; Dr. Stephen Lindsay; Dr. Don Read; Terry Lopez; Dr.
Paige H aber-Curran; Dr. Bruno Colmant (Professor, Vlerick Business School, Solvay Business School (ULB), Louvain School of Management
(UCL), and Roland Berger Strategy Consultants (Partner)) at University of Luxembourg and Institut Catholique des Hautes Etudes Commerciales;
Aaron Quinn for an insightful parse of ethics involved in journalism; Dr. Howard Earl Gardner (John H. and Elisabeth A. Hobbs Professor,
Cognition and Education, Harvard Graduate School of Education) for the interesting thesis the set of many distinct intelligences, and David
Mucinskas, at Harvard University; Dr. Richard Dawkins and Edwina Rogers at Richard Dawkins Foundation for broaching important questions;
Dr. James Flynn (Emeritus Professor, Political Studies) at University of Otago in Dunedin, New Zealand for a challenging interview and important
research into apparent intelligence increases over time; Cognitive Science Society; Eyal Kalanthroff at Israeli Society for Cognitive Psychology;
Dr. Alvin Plantinga (John A. O'Brien Professor, Philosophy (Emeritus)) at University of Notre Dame and (Inaugural Holder, Jellema Chair,
Philosophy) at Calvin College; Zuade Kaufman (Publisher), Christopher Hedges (Journalist), and Katherine at Truthdig; Fr. & Dr. George V.
Coyne, S.J. (McDevitt Chair, Religious Philosophy; Vatican Observatory Foundation) and Le Moyne College for opportunities, support, and setting
an example of the ability to hold controversial convictions and intellectual opinion; Father Robert Barron and Nanette at Word on Fire; Dr. William
Dembski of Discovery Institute; Maryam Namazie at Iran Solidarity, One Law for All and the Council of Ex-Muslims of Britain; Karl Low
(Managing Editor, The Voice Magazine) at Athabasca University; Dr. Wanda Cassidy (Associate Professor, Education; Director, Centre for
Education, Law and Society), Dr. Chantal Faucher (Postdoctoral Fellow, Education; Center for Education, Law and Society), Dr. Sarah Lubik
(Lecturer, Beedie School of Business), Jade Andersen, Madeleine Thien (Writer-in-Residence, 2013/14), Patricia Coburn, Conrad Locke, Ovid
Durbalau, Rosaline Baik (Explorations, Arts & Sciences), Madhav Goyal, Erin Westwood (Secretary to the Dean), Ed Deeks (Surrey Coordinator,
SFSS), Tracey Anbinder (Manager, Academic & Administrative Services, Arts & Social Sciences), Blossom Malhan, Heather Corbett, Jessica
Leung, Satwinder Gill, Dr. Zabrina Brumme (Assistant Professor, Health Sciences) for the coffee, Aniqa Shahid, Dr. Rolf Mathewes (Professor,
Paleoecology & Palynology) for the opportunity of an interesting interview, Leah Bjornson and Melissa Roach (News, The Peak), Alison Roach
(Coordinator, The Peak), Max Hill (Features, The Peak), David Proctor (Business/Advertising, The Peak), Brandon Hillier (Multimedia, The Peak),
Tessa Perkins (Arts, The Peak), Joel Mackenzie (Opinions, The Peak), Freya Olson (Promotions, The Peak), April Alayon (Production & Design,
The Peak), Anderson Wang (Photos, The Peak), Natasha Wahid (Copy, The Peak), Dustin Simmonds (Copy, The Peak), Rachelle Tjahyana
(Production and Design, The Peak), Jacey Gibb (Humour, The Peak), Katherine Gillard (Promotions, The Peak), Adam van der Zwan (Opinions,
The Peak), Paige Smith (Multimedia, The Peak), Kelsey Wilson and Cheyenne Bergenhenegouwen (The Lyre), Dr. Rachel Fouladi (Associate
Professor, History, Quantitative & Theoretical Area Coordinator; Principal Investigator, Fouladi Psychometric Lab; Elected Member, Society of
Multivariate Experimental Psychology) for the time to meet and discuss research, and Alexis (Fouladi Psychometric Lab), Kevin Rey, Martin Lee
(Let's Talk Science), and Nicole Bance (Let's Talk Science) at Simon Fraser University; Dr. Nannerl Keohane at (Laurance S. Rockefeller
Distinguished Visiting Professor, Woodrow Wilson School, and the Center for Human Values) Princeton University; Dr. Athene Donald (Professor,
Experimental Physics, Soft Matter and Biological Physics) at Cambridge University for the piercing interview on the topic of gender and sex in
relation to STEM; Dr. Steven Weinberg (Jack S. Josey-Welch Foundation Chair in Science and Regental Professor; Director, Theory Research
Group; Nobel Prize (Physics), 1979) at The University of Texas at Austin; Dr. Lee Smolin (Professor, Theoretical Physics) at The Perimeter Institute
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for Theoretical Physics, University of Waterloo, and University of Toronto; Dr. Norman G. Finkelstein for an example of integrity; Ashley Wright
for being a love in my life; Dr. Noam Chomsky (Institute Professor & Professor (Emeritus), Linguistics) at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology; Myrna and Doug Pfeifer; Arielle Friedman; Dr. Evangelos Katsioulis, M.D. at World Intelligence Network (WIN), Academy of
Abilities Assessment (Anadeixi), QIQ, GRIQ, CIVIQ, HELLIQ, OLYMPIQ, IQID, and The Giga Society for an example of quality correspondence
and writing – and patience with me; Risa Simon at TransplantFirstAcademy and ProActive Path; Dr. Daniel Dennett (Austin B. Fletcher Professor,
Philosophy; Co-Director, Center for Cognitive Studies) at Tufts University; Dr. Aubrey de Grey (Methusaleh Foundation, Strategies for Engineered
Negligible Senescence Research Foundation, and the journal Rejuvenation Research) for support and an interviewee recommendation with a
fascinating fellow; Imam Rahman, Pastor Mackenzie, and Rabbi Falcon of the Three Amigos; Paul Krassner (Founder, Editor, & Contributor) of
The Realist for inspiration in pursuit of honest discourse; Dr. Kirsten Johnson, M.D. (CEO, Humanitarian U; Program Director, Humanitarian
Studies Initiative (HSI), McGill University; Assistant Faculty member, Harvard Humanitarian Initiative, Harvard University; Director, Canadian
Consortium for Humanitarian Training (CCHT); Emergency Medicine Physician, McGill University; Assistant Professor, Family
Medicine, McGill University; Board Member, International Humanitarian Studies Association) at McGill University for taking the time from an
extraordinarily busy schedule for an interview in addition to setting an example of tacit humanist principles; Elizabeth Johnson and Paul Johnson
of GraceRwanda; Elina Halonen (Ph.D. Candidate; Editor, InDecisionBlog:) at University of Turku for the opportunity to collaborate; Diana Phan
at California State University, Long Beach; Dr. Douglas Rushkoff at Maybe Logic Academy; Dr. Amy Wax (Robert Mundheim Professor, Law,
University of Pennsylvania Law School) at University of Pennsylvania for an important lesson in research; Ragav Kumar at University of Victoria;
Dr. Hawa Abdi (Founder, Hawa Abdi Foundation; Physician & Human Rights Activist) for inspiration, and Jasmine Lam, at the Hawa Abdi
Foundation; Rotary International; Rotary Club; Langley Kinsmen Rotary Club; Dr. Baba Ram Dass and Raghu Markus; Dr. Diana T. Sanchez
(Associate Professor, Social Psychology/Intradisciplinary Health; Principal Investigator, Stigma, Health, and Close Relationships Lab) and Dr.
Laurie Rudman (Professor, Social Psychology; Director, Rutgers University Social Cognition Laboratory) at Rutgers University; Dr. Sally Satel,
M.D. (Lecturer; W.H. Brady Scholar, American Enterprise Institute) at Yale University for work opportunities, recommendations, and encouraging
remarks; Judy Mayka of American Enterprise Institute; Dr. Neda Kerimi (Postdoctoral Fellow; Editor, InDecisionBlog:); Dr. Mahzarin Banaji
(Professor, Psychology; Head Tutor) at Harvard University; Kwantlen Student Association; Dr. Gira Bhatt (Instructor, Psychology; Director, ATCURA) for research opportunities, but more importantly kindness, Dr. Wayne Podrouzek (Chair, Psychology; Instructor) for the consistent presence
in my life, for working overtime, serving beyond the call of educator duty, and mentoring through difficult circumstances continued support with
recommendations, academic tough love, and setting an example of the pursuit of academic freedom, Dr. Andre Asfalg (Postdoctoral Fellow,
Psychology) for lunch and minor mentorship, Dr. Roger Tweed (Instructor, Psychology; Co-Investigator and Lead Research, Quantitative Studies,
AT-CURA) for the opportunity to collaborate, research opportunities, but more importantly kindness, Sandra Alfonso (AT-CURA), Dr. Betty
Rideout (Instructor, Psychology) for continual thoughtful answers to random questions and genuine care for my wellbeing encouragement,
positivity, and concrete additions to independent work mentoring, consistent presence in my life, and thoughtful correspondence, Dr. Amir
Mirfakhraie (Instructor, Sociology), Dr. Dada Adebayo (Instructor, Psychology) for his large heart, Harry McNeil, Joseph Watson-Mackay, Gail
Suderman (Instructor, Music), Nishan Perera (Instructor), Marketing, Management & Education), Thor Frohn-Nielsen (Instructor, History), Dr.
Diane Purvey (Dean, Arts) for at-a-distance support consistent support, Dr. Farhad Dastur (Associate Dean, Arts; Instructor, Psychology) for coffee,
three of them – even one in the little hometown, and early inspiration; Dr. Kyle Matsuba (Instructor, Psychology), Dr. Balbir Gurm (Instructor,
Nursing), Chris Burns (Librarian), Linda Woodcock (Librarian), Elaine Samwald (Librarian), Dr. Daniel Bernstein (Instructor, Psychology; Tier 2
Canada Research Chair in Lifespan Cognition) for good cheer, honing my research abilities through asking good questions, and compassion in
difficult circumstances, research opportunities, mentoring, consistent stances of support and constructive critique, mentoring, consistent stances of
support and constructive critique, mentoring, research opportunities, thoughtful feedback, and patience with an at times guarded-heart individual;
Martin Vane-Hunt at Lifespan Cognition Lab; Aaron, Sana, Saed, and Kurt for a lesson in clear communication and representation; Ezra S. Shanken
(Chief Executive Officer) and Becky Saegert at Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver; Edie Bijdemast at Netherlands Association and Greater
Vancouver Dutch Network; Dr. Randall Engle (Professor, School of Philosophy, Psychology, and Language Sciences; Principal Investigator,
Attention & Working Memory Lab) at Georgia Institute of Technology; Vijay Jain (President) and Anand Jain (Co-Founder) at Jain Centre of
British Columbia; Trina and Reverend Susan Thompson at Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada; Jimmy de la Torre (Professor, Graduate School
of Education) at Rutgers University; Chris Cole (Member & Internet Officer) at The Mega Society; Dr. Susan Hughson (Past President) at British
Columbia Humanist Association; Eric Adriaans at Center for Inquiry Canada for the direct and honest responses to complex questions, and prompt
correspondence; Safwan Choudry at Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama'at or Ahmadiyya Muslim Community; Chair, Outside in Pathways; Director, Brain
Trust Charity; Former British Chess Champion; Bronze Medal, World Team Championship; Right to Arms, Royal College of Arms; Freeman, City
of London; Winner (Two Times), Global Chess Oscar; Ex-Head (1994-2000), Mind Sports Faculty; Ex-Chess Tutor, Imperial Court of Iran; Gold
Medal, Chinese Olympic Association; Gold Medalist, European Championship; Honorary Board Member, World Intelligence Network (WIN);
The Global Media and PR Director, World Memory Sports Council; Ex-Head (2013/2014), Leadership Academies Prince Philipp of Liechtenstein
and President of Mexico, Vicente Fox, in Leon; Britain’s Senior International Chess Grandmaster; International Arbiter, Fédération Internationale
des Échecs (FIDE) or World Chess Federation; Co-Founder, World Memory Championships; Count of the Order of Torres Madras, Portugal) at
The Brain Trust; Leighann Lord for the positive example; British Columbia Psychological Association; Dr. Danielle Polage at Central Washington
University; Dr. Stephen Lindsay; Dr. Don Read; Terry Lopez; Erica Grimm; Dr. Arleigh Reichl for research opportunities, but more importantly
kindness; David Hamilton; Erica; Gerry Mares Azules; Karen; Krystina; Leslie Westgate; Surindar Athawal; Wendy Palen; Dr. Bruce Whittlesea
for the mentorship and training of instructors of eventual influence and inspiration to me; Dr. Michael Shermer at Skeptic Magazine; Mallory
Galant; Michael Ringland; Michelle Hunt; Mike & Shelly; Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints Brothers, Sisters, and Elders including
Crowell, Sharp, Spencer, Cardno (for an example of character), and others; Russell Ogden; Shauna Steger; Taylor Hamilton; Tim Shieh; Varun
Jain; Victoria Thieu for assistance in piano and an example of character; Vikram Khandpur for pursuit of education in spite of difficulties; William
Broverman; Sofia & Vera for examples of happiness in times of struggle; Nancy Chea; Paul Hillsdon; Richard LeGrand; Ross Halliday for
encouragement at coffee; Kyle Latchford for singular assistance in professional appearance; Lenee Son; Madison; Matt & Jan, and Angela, for
examples of hard work; Jason McBain; Jason; Jesse Devlin; Kendrick Ultra; James Busser for overcoming personal difficulties; Geoff Cleeve; Dr.
Susan Hughson at British Columbia Humanist Association for an important lesson in work; Gloria Larsen for an example of a calm demeanor;
Gourav Shah; Cameron Hitchcock; Lison Daubigeon for the kind heart; Iraqlee for an example of charity; Ivy Ng; Chanel Kwong for an example
of positivity; Cheryl Lee; Chris Tubb; Elaine and Darryl; Ann Rhi; Andrew Littler for an example of persistence in spite of personal difficulties
with reduced physical capabilities; Anca; Aaron Pang for honesty; Elisa Hunter; Alfred Zhang for an example of aesthetic appreciation; Ali
(Mohammed) Abdullah for the positivity; Ben Best (Director, Research Oversight) at Life Extension Foundation for the comprehensive lifetime of
research to undergird the complete interview, and for permission to transform the interview into one book, an academic ebook, for the purpose of
cultural, educational, and social value; Alexandra Lipskaia for the example of self-starting; Fr. & Dr. Paul Gabor (Vice Director) at Vatican
Observatory Research Group for the example of precise commentary, edits in written work, and patient consideration; Dr. John Marasigan for the
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opportunity to meet, collaborate, and the sincere interest in me; Sherry Wilson; Serena Eliza; Marie Pierre Raymond; Dale for an absolute kind
heart and being a blessing in personal life; Jacy & Stephen for positivity; Ian & Soleil; Britany; John Crossen for long-term thoughtful and kind
consideration; Dani; Dominique; Genevieve; Ashley for a lesson in life; Tabitha; Terrie for a lesson in priorities; Samantha; Cameron Johnston;
Timothy Goertzen; John; Allen; Conrad; Neil; Ed & Nicole; Jonathan Rempel at Trinity Western University for being a savior; Rukshana Hassanali
at British Columbia Psychological Association; Chris Cole (Member) at The Mega Society for the opportunity interview on giftedness; Dr. Arthur
Brooks and Paige Tenkhoff at American Enterprise Institute (AEI); Dr. Ray Kurzweil and Nanda Barker-Hook (Comnunications Manager) at
Kurzweil Technologies; Garry Kasparov and Sergey Risko at Kasparov International Management Inc.; Dr. Tracy Lindbergh (Associate Professor,
Indigenous Studies; Director, Indigenous Education; Tier 2 Canada Research Chair in Indigenous Traditional Knowledge, Legal Orders and Laws)
at Athabasca University; World Sikh Organization of Canada; Matin Ryan Eshaghi at University High School; Liana Gheorma at the
Interdisciplinary Center for the Scientific Study for Ethics and Morality; David Squires; Bo; Samantha; Morgan Newington (Dream Saver) at BC
Student Loan; Aqsa Malik; Andrea Eckelman (Survey Research Institute Assistant) at University of Houston; Tracy Osborn (Associate Professor)
at The University of Iowa; Elsa Favila (Associate Director) at Western Political Science Association; Bob and Andrea; Matt and Jan; Dr. Jill
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in California, he moved with his parents and siblings to Vancouver, BC in 1968. He became a Canadian citizen in
1976.
Rod met his wife, Elaine in Fauquier, BC. They were married in 1974 and celebrated 45 years of marriage this past
summer. They have two married children and four grandchildren. Rod has worked with his hands most of his adult
life in Alberta and BC, maintaining track and roadbed for the CNR and working on farms and in the oil and gas
fields and later, in the lumber industry. From 1987 until 2009, Rod was involved in lumber grading and lumber
quality control in Smithers, BC, while Elaine operated a local Christian bookstore. In 2000, Rod won the BC Interior
Lumber Grading Championship and spent the next 9 years teaching lumber grading and serving as QC Supervisor at
Kyahwood Forest Products in Moricetown, BC, a joint venture between Canfor and the Wetsuweten First Nation.
Rod has served as a first aid attendant, a union shop steward, a secretary and chairman of workplace safety
committees, a department supervisor, a director of the Bulkley Valley District Hospital Society, Chairman of the
Bulkley Valley Christian Literature Society and a director, for over 25 years, of the Smithers Prolife Society.
Rod has been active in both provincial and federal politics, advancing the causes of Life, Family and Freedom. In
2001, he ran as a provincial candidate for the BC Unity Party and in 2004, 2006, 2008, 2011 and 2019, he
represented the CHP in the federal riding of Skeena-Bulkley Valley, one of Canada’s largest electoral districts. In
2013 and 2017, Rod ran provincially as a candidate for CHP-BC, the Christian Heritage Party of British
Columbia.
Rod and Elaine have been members of CHP Canada since before its founding convention, with Elaine serving on the
first riding association board for Skeena. Rod served as the CHP Deputy Leader from November, 2008 until
January, 2014 and in November of 2014, became National Leader. From 2009 until the present, Rod has worked
full-time for the Christian Heritage Party, first as the Western Development Director and later as the National
Development Director and since 2014 as CHP Leader.
Rod also participated in the creation of CHP-BC—the first provincial wing of the Christian Heritage Party—which
involved the reconfiguring of an existing party, the BC Heritage Party. Rod has served as the CHP-BC Leader and
for a time as President of the federal BC Council of the CHP.
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Rod is committed to the restoration of justice, the defence of personal freedoms, especially freedom of speech and
religion and the protection of innocent human life. He believes in the traditional family and believes that Canada’s
moral values and national prosperity are rooted in our Christian heritage. He reminds citizens that our Charter of
Rights and Freedoms begins with these words: “…Canada is founded on principles that recognise the supremacy of
God and the rule of law…” He is concerned that our freedoms are under attack and that government control and
sponsorship of media will ultimately result in censorship of important ideas and perspectives.
In the Spring of 2019, Rod published his first book, The Substance of Things Hoped For, a collection of his
articles written over the past 10 or 15 years. He travels the country extensively, speaking and encouraging all those
who are working to protect Life, Family and Freedom.
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Dr. Sally Satel, M.D.
Lecturer, Medicine, Yale University; W.H. Brady Fellow, American Enterprise Institute
Dr. Sally Satel is a resident scholar at AEI and the staff psychiatrist at a local methadone clinic in D.C. Dr. Satel was
an assistant professor of psychiatry at Yale University from 1988 to 1993 and remains a lecturer at Yale. From 1993
to 1994 she was a Robert Wood Johnson policy fellow with the Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee.
She has written widely in academic journals on topics in psychiatry and medicine, and has published articles on
cultural aspects of medicine and science in numerous magazines and journals. She has testified before Congress on
veterans’ issues, mental health policy, drug courts, and health disparities.
Dr. Satel is author of Drug Treatment: The Case for Coercion (AEI Press, 1999), and PC, M.D.: How Political
Correctness Is Corrupting Medicine (Basic Books, 2001). She is coauthor of One Nation under Therapy (St.
Martin’s Press, 2005), co-author of The Health Disparity Myth (AEI Press, 2006), and editor of When Altruism Isn’t
Enough: The Case for Compensating Kidney Donors (AEI Press, 2009).
Her recent book, co-authored with Emory psychologist Scott Lilienfeld is Brainwashed: The Seductive Appeal of
Mindless Neuroscience (Basic, 2013). Brainwashed was a finalist for the 2013 Los Angeles Times Book Prize in
Science.
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Stacey Piercey
Founder & CEO, Stuff2Digital INC.; Co-Chair, Status of Women Sub-Committee of Human Rights; Member,
Standing Committee, Advocacy with the Canadian Federation of University Women; Section Chair, National
Women’s Liberal Commission, Newfoundland and Labrador; Member, Provincial Executive Board, Liberal
Party of Canada
Stacey is a highly accomplished senior executive, business owner entrepreneur and, public policy and administration
advisor. With 25 years of extensive career success in business, economics, finance, government, media and,
technology. She is an asset for companies looking for insight in business problem solving, regulatory compliance
and, executive advice. Her areas of expertise include communication, development, and strategy for gender,
inclusion and diversity policies at all levels of government in Canada.
In her executive career, Stacey is currently in three leadership positions. As the CEO and founder of Stuff2Digital
INC. she is responsible for this successful start-up management consulting corporation. She is a leader in change
management best practices and emphasizes an effective program based on her experiences as a female business
executive. She is currently the Co-Chair, Status of Women Sub-Committee of Human Rights and, on the Standing
Committee on Advocacy with the Canadian Federation of University Women. She is Section Chair, National
Women’s Liberal Commission representing Newfoundland and Labrador and, a member of the Provincial Executive
Board with the Liberal Party of Canada.
Stacey is the former BC Liberal Party MLA Candidate for Victoria-Swan Lake in the 2017 British Columbia
provincial election. She obtained a B.A. in Economics and Business Administration from the Memorial University;
and a Diploma in Accounting, Business, and Computer Applications from Eastern College.
Hobbies include listening to the radio, writing short stories and, French cuisine.
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Professor Sven van de Wetering
Head/Professor, Psychology, University of the Fraser Valley
Dr. Sven van de Wetering works as an Instructor for the Psychology Department of University of the Fraser
Valley. Dr. van de Wetering earned his BSc in Biology at The University of British Columbia, and Bachelors of
Arts, Master of Arts, and PhD in Psychology from Simon Fraser University. His research interest lies in
“conservation psychology, lay conceptions of evil, relationships between personality variables and political
attitudes.”
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Prof. Imam Syed B. Soharwardy
Founder, Islamic Supreme Council of Canada; Founder, Muslims Against Terrorism
Prof. Imam Syed B. Soharwardyis the first Muslim Canadian who walked across Canada, more than 6,500 km,
leading the Multifaith Walk Against Violence. (April 14 to October 27, 2008).
Imam Syed Soharwardy was born in a highly respected religious family in Karachi, Pakistan. His father, Allama
Syed Muhammad Riazuddin Soharwardy (May Allah shower His blessings upon him) was a famous Islamic scholar
and the Imam of Jamia Bughdadi Masjid, Martin Road, Karachi where he established Dar-ul-Aloom Soharwardia.
Imam Soharwardy’s grandfather, Allama Syed Muhammad Jalaluddin Chishty (May Allah shower His blessings
upon him) was the Grand Mufti of Kashmir (Baramula). Allama JalaluddinChishty later migrated
to Amritser (India) where he served as the head of Dar-ul-Aloom Nizamiah Sirajiah and the Imam of a Mosque.
Imam Syed Soharwardy is one of the direct descendents of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). Through
Imam Ja’far us-Sadiq (May Allah’s peace upon him), Imam Soharwardy’s lineage reaches Sayyidatunnisa (leader of
all women) Hazrat Fatimah Binte Muhammad Ibn Abdullah (Peace be upon him), the wife of Ameer
ul Mo’mineen SayyidnaImam Ali (May Allah’s peace upon him). His ancestors migrated from Syria to Iran where
they settled in Zarrin OR Zarrindasht area in Asfahan province.
During 1200s A.H. famous sufi scholar Hazrat Syed Bahauddin Ziryani (May Allah be pleased with him) was born
in this family. Later, Hazrat Syed Bahauddin Ziryani migrated to Kashmir (India) and settled, where in his fifth
generation, Allama Mufti Syed Muhammad Jalaluddin Chishty (May Allah be pleased with him) was born.
Imam Soharwardy received his early Islamic education from his father, teacher and Murshad (spiritual guide) in the
traditional Islamic Madrasah at Bughdadi Masjid, Martin Road, Karachi, Pakistan. Later, he graduated from Dar-ulAloomSoharwardia, Karachi. Mr. Soharwardy also earned Bachelor of Arts degree in Islamic Studies from
University of Karachi.
Beside his Islamic education, Mr. Soharwardy earned Bachelor of Engineering (Electrical) from N.E.D. University
of Engineering & Technology, Karachi, Master of Science in Management Engineering from New Jersey Institute of
Technology,Newark, NJ, USA and Master of Engineering in Project Management from University of Calgary,
Calgary, Canada.
Imam Syed Soharwardy was appointed as a teacher at Dar-ul-Aloom Soharwardia where he taught various subjects
of Islamic studies. Later, he also served as the assistant Imam and Khateeb at Jamia Bughdadi Masjid, Martin Road
(1971- 1979). Imam Soharwardy has lectured in Pakistan, USA and Saudi Arabia at various universities and
institutes for over 12 years.
Prof. Soharwardy is the founder of Muslims Against Terrorism (MAT). He founded MAT in Calgary in January
1998. He is also the founder of Islamic Supreme Council of Canada (ISCC). He has authored several papers on
various topics such as, challenges for Muslims in the western world, conflicts within the Muslim community, Intra
and Inter religion conflicts, terrorism, political Islam, etc. Mr. Soharwardy has addressed hundreds of gatherings in
Pakistan, USA, UK and Canada on various topics of Islamic faith.
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Prof. Soharwardy is the Executive Imam at the Al Madinah Calgary Islamic Assembly, Jamia Masjid Noor-eMadinah, Montreal, Jamia Riyadhul Jannah, Mississauga, Jamia Riyadhul Jannah, Edmonton and Jamia
Masjid Aulia Allah, Surrey, B.C. He lectures in Montreal, Toronto, Mississauga, Brampton, Calgary and Vancouver
on monthly basis. Imam Soharwardy is the spiritual leader of Jama’at Ahle Sunnat Canada and the World Sufi
Mission Canada. He is also the founder of Multifaith Club of Calgary.
Imam Soharwardy has the “Ijazah” in Soharwardy, Qadri and Chishty sufi orders from his Murshad (spiritual
guide), Allama Syed Muhammad Riazuddin Soharwardy, Qadri, Chishty (May Allah’s blessings upon him). He is
the Khalifah of his Murshad. His students and Murideen (disciples) have spread out all over the world.
Imam Soharwardy is a strong advocate of Islamic Tasawuf (Sufism) and believes that the world will be a better
place for everyone, if we follow what Prophet of Islam, Muhammad (Peace be upon him) has said, ” You will not
have faith unless you like for others what you like for yourself.” He believes that the spiritual weakness in human
causes all kinds of problems. Mr. Soharwardy can be contacted at Soharwardy@shaw.ca OR Phone (403)-8316330 OR 416-994-5467.
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Terry Waslow, M.B.A.
Executive Director (Former Board Chair), Congress of Secular Jewish Organizations; President, Old York Road
Genealogical Society; Board Member, International Institute for Secular Humanistic Judaism
Terry Waslow is the Executive Director of the Congress of Secular Jewish Organizations. Previously, she served
four years as the Board Chair. She currently serves on the Board of the International Institute for Secular Humanistic
Judaism and is President of the the Board of the Old York Road Genealogical Society.
Terry’s Master’s in Business Administration is focused on Nonprofits and her undergraduate degree is in Human
Services/Counseling. She has worked for over 25 years with individuals and families impacted by physical,
intellectual and/or economic challenges to build fully inclusive communities.
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Tim Moen
President, Libertarian Party of Canada
Tim Moen grew up on a farm in Northern Alberta. He learned the values of freedom, hard work, responsibility, and
respect for property and community. He worked as a community business owner, filmmaker, firefighter, paramedic,
volunteer, and writer. In 2013, he worked with Neil Young. When Young critiqued the community and oil sands
industry, Moen wrote a highly critical article stating hypocrisy in the position of Young. This gained a lot of media
attention.
Moen conducted a highly visible by-election in 2014. It caught the attention of CNN, Fox News, Gawker, Reason
Magazine, This Hour Has 22 Minutes, and other outlets. His experience lies in leading high-performance teams. He
a graduate degree in leadership with a thesis on ways in which high-performance teams can employ principles of
libertarianism. Circa May, 2014, Moen took the reins of the Libertarian Party of Canada with a large growth in
engagement, funding, and membership.
Moen has spent his career protecting life and property from mindless destructive forces. He wants to focus attention
as the President of the Libertarian Party of Canada on the forces of government deemed destructive by the
Libertarian Party of Canada and him. He views the government as an unquenchable entity with a thirst for money
and power with the citizenry as the individuals most harmed by it.
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Previous Advisory Board Members
Monika Orski
Ordförande/Chairwoman, Mensa Sverige/Mensa Sweden
Hasan Zuberi, M.B.A.
Chairman, Mensa Pakistan
Dr. Sandra Schlick
Erik Hæreid, M.Sc./Cand.Scient.
Chairman, ActuaryErik Hæreid, M.Sc./Cand.Scient., Actuarial Science; Member, Actuarial Society of Norway
(Den Norske Aktuarforening)
Massimo Caliaro, B.A.
Paul Cooijmans
Administrator, Giga Society; Administrator, The Glia Society
Marco Ripà, B.Econ.Sc.
Founder, sPIqr Society; Creator, X-Test
Richard Rosner
Member, The Giga Society; Member, The Mega Society
Graham Powell, OOSt, BA (Hons), MA, PGCE, FRSA
Krystal Volney
Editor, Phenomenon (WIN); Editor, WIN ONE (WIN)
Professor Kirsten Johnson, M.D., M.P.H.
Assistant Professor, Family Medicine, McGill University
Dr. Evangelos Katsioulis, M.D., M.Sc., M.A., Ph.D
Professor Cristina Atance
Associate Professor, School of Psychology, University of Ottawa
Professor Adele Diamond, PhD, FRSC
Tier 1 Canada Research Chair Professor, Developmental Cognitive Neuroscience, University of British Columbia
Dr. Jonathan Wai
Research Scientist, Duke University Talent Identification Program
Rev. Dr. George V. Coyne, S.J. (Deceased)
Emeritus Director and President, Vatican Observatory Foundation
YoungHoon Kim (김영훈)
United Sigma Intelligence Association, President/Executive Director
Paul Krassner (Deceased)
The Realist, Founder
Dr. Diane Purvey
Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Dean, Arts
1 SEPTEMBER 2020 | ISSU 23 | IN-SIGHT | 43
© 2012-2020 In-Sight Publishing. All rights reserved.

ISSN 2369-6885

Dr. Wayne Podrouzek
Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Psychology, Instructor
Dr. Manahel Thabet
Dr. Hawa Abdi, M.D.
Hawa Abdi Foundation, Founder
Dr. David Froc
Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Psychology, Instructor
Dr. Cory Pedersen
Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Psychology, Instructor
Dr. Kyle Matsuba
Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Psychology, Instructor
Aislinn Hunter, PhD Candidate
University of Edinburgh, Creative Writing
Dr. Zoe Dennison
University of the Fraser Valley, Psychology, Instructor
Dr. Carla MacLean
Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Psychology, Instructor
Dr. Robert McDonald
Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Psychology, Instructor
Dr. Mazen Guirguis
Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Philosophy, Instructor
Dr. Arthur Bailey
Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Modern Languages, Instructor
Dr. Betty Anne Buirs
Kwantlen Polytechnic University, English, Instructor
Professor Elizabeth Loftus
University of California, Irvine Criminology, Law and Society & Psychology and Social Behaviour, Professor
Dr. Betty Rideout
Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Psychology, Instructor
Professor Glen Bodner
University of Calgary, Psychology, Professor
Dr. Wayne Fenske
Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Philosophy, Instructor
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Overview
In-Sight Publishing began fall, 2014. It publishes ebooks, for free and charge, and operates in independent and
public interests rather than for private gains, and is committed to publishing, in innovative ways, ways of cultural,
community, educational, moral, personal, and social value that are often deemed insufficiently profitable. It operates
inside and outside of the bounds of non-profit/not-for-profit. In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal began
fall, 2012. It publishes interviews, articles, and issues. It operates inside the bounds of non-profit/not-for-profit.
It equates to the first independent interview-based journal in the world. All informal statuses.

Open, General Acknowledgement and
Appreciation
In-Sight Publishing and In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal exist because of three identifiable sectors of
support: academics, contributors, and readers. Therefore, all time and effort does have identifiable people, groups,
and organizations. Each earned acknowledgement and appreciation for single or continuous, individual or
group, contribution in the construction of In-Sight Publishing and In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal.
Many of them without mention of name contributed time and effort to the production of the journal. Some with
provision of interviewee recommendations, connection to the interviewee, assistance in social media, social
networks, and academic circles, photography or portraits, time for considered and comprehensive responses to
questions, and assertive, constructive, and positive feedback too. Finally, and greatest, readers give the most support.
For every person, group, and organization involved in this project, we express deepest gratitude to all types of direct
or indirect assistance from every side for contributions to this initiative. Your effort, interest, and time support
independent publishing purposed for the encouragement of academic freedom, creativity, diverse voices, free
speech, and independent thought.

Design and Development


Phase 1, August 1, 2012: foundation with “Independent Interview-Based Undergraduate Journal” status.



Phase 2, January 1, 2013: production capacity increased with “Tri-Annual” status.



Phase 3, January 1, 2014: stricture removal, both implied and actual, based on “Undergraduate” status
through cessation of “Independent Interview-Based Undergraduate Journal” status and instantiation of
“Independent Interview-Based Journal” status.



Phase 4, January 1, 2014: increased presence through incorporation of social media.



Phase 5, September 1, 2014: creation of In-Sight Publishing, and inclusion of reference styles in American
Psychological Association (APA, 6th Edition, 2010) and Modern Language Association (MLA, 7th Edition,
2009).



Phase 6, January 1, 2015: inclusion of footnotes and bibliographic references in full PDF issues,
and Chicago/Turabian (16th Edition) and Harvard reference styles, and creation of the ebooks section for the
first stages of construction of In-Sight Publishing.
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Phase 7, January 1, 2015: incorporation of American Psychological Association (APA, 6th Edition,
2010), Chicago/Turabian (16th Edition), Harvard, and Modern Language Association (MLA, 7th Edition,
2009) reference styles in website interview publications.



Phase 8, April 1, 2015: creation of “Academic” and “Casual” sections for ebook publications. “Academic”
includes footnotes, bibliographic references, and reference styles. “Casual” does not include footnotes,
bibliographic references, and reference styles.



Phase 9, May 1, 2015: inclusion of footnotes and bibliographic references in website interview
publications.



Phase 10, July 1, 2015: incorporation of common reference styles such as American Medical Association
(AMA), American Psychological Association (APA, 6th Edition, 2010), Brazilian National Standards
(ABNT), Chicago/Turabian Author-Date (16th Edition), Chicago/Turabian (16th Edition), Harvard, Harvard
(Australian), Modern Language Association (MLA, 7th Edition, 2009), and Vancouver/ICMJE reference
styles in website interview publications in addition to one complete list of 27 reference styles (manual
insertion without access dates)



Phase 11, August 22, 2015: article website layout refinement: article title, biography, abstract, keywords,
common reference style listing, article title, bibliography/references/reference list, footnotes, appendix I:
complete reference style listing – if any, other appendices including tables, figures, and images, and license
and copyright. Updates to Copyright, General Philosophy, In-Sight Publishing: Overview, Journal
Overview: Section B, and License.



Phase 12, September 1, 2015: previous Letter of Appreciation appreciations moved to Acknowledgements
and Appreciation. Major appreciations remain in Letter of Appreciation. In addition, the refinement of
interview layout on the website: interview title, interviewee image/photograph/portrait/sketch, abstract,
keywords, common reference style listing, interview title, bibliography/references/reference listing,
footnotes, appendix 1: complete reference style listing, and license and copyright; refinement to interviews
in full issues: interview title, interviewee image/photograph/portrait/sketch, contents, abstract, keywords,
common reference style listing, interview title, bibliography/references/reference listing, appendix 1:
complete reference style listing – if any, other appendices including tables, figures, and images, and license
and copyright. Footnotes for each page remain in their respective page. An update to ebook inside cover
with respect to mandate and copyright. All informal statuses.



Phase 13, September 22, 2015: revision to format of the online publications, introduction of appendices for
photographs, transformation of bibliography/references/reference list into bibliography, removal of
common reference style listing, and introduction of citation style listing in place of complete reference style
listing.



Phase 14, November 1, 2015: Amazon purchase transition with total proceeds to co-authors and In-Sight
Publishing and In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal; EBSCO contract signed by Scott Douglas
Jacobsen and EBSCO to proliferate In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal for formal institution
distribution from the P.D.F. issues.



Phase 15, January 1, 2016: EBSCO co-sign completion with over 150 entries at the time; officiation of
the In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal with continued information status of In-Sight
Publishing.



Phase 16, February 1, 2016: In-Sight Publishing “academic” books have consistent “casual” counterparts;
“academic” will be free on the website to encourage independent thought with footnotes and bibliographic
references for personal research, and casual will be for charge with half of interview funds given to the
interviewee (and the other half to In-Sight Publishing efforts towards cultural, community, educational,
moral, personal, and social value); some e-books will not include the delineation between “academic” and
“casual.”



Phase 17, May 1, 2016: Update and refine contents for Amazon Kindle products for In-Sight Publishing.



Phase 18, September 18, 2016: attain and maintain 18 member Advisory Board with 1 Editor-in-Chief for
the individual interview publications, free and low-cost e-books, and full journal issues.
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Phase 19, November 1, 2016: develop and implement early stages of novel venue for solo and collaborative
article publications and interview publications in both academic and casual formats outside of the journal
through In-Sight Publishing as hyperlinks compatible with P.D.F., Kindle, and iBooks.



Phase 19, November 1, 2016: develop and implement early stages of novel venue for solo and collaborative
article publications and interview publications in both academic and casual formats outside of the journal
through In-Sight Publishing as hyperlinks compatible with P.D.F., Kindle, and iBooks.



Phase 20, November 1, 2017: expand the range and variety of front cover options of ebooks for more
aesthetic appeal.



Phase 21, February 1, 2018: experiment with individual, unique book cover designs.



Phase 22, March 1, 2018: continuation with the previous phase, as this worked.



Phase 23, April 15, 2018: updates to the In-Sight Publishing In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based
Journal archives at the University of California, Irvine (UCI) Interdisciplinary Center for the Scientific
Study of Ethics and Morality (Ethics Center) Vaughen Archives (Bettye
Vaughen): https://www.ethicscenter.uci.edu/vaughen.php.



Phase 24, June 7, 2018: beginnings of more journals with Ghana’s 5% and In Context.



Phase 25, June 8, 2018: beginnings of Apostasia.



Phase 26, June 11, 2018: beginnings of Indigenous Middle East.



Phase 27, June 12, 2018: construction of team for Ghana’s 5%.



Phase 28, June 24, 2018: construction of team for Indigenous Middle East.



Phase 29, June 18, 2018: beginnings of Canadian Islamic Theology Journal.



Phase 30, September 8, 2018: start publications of Indigenous Middle East and In Context.



Phase 31, September 13, 2018: construction of team for Canadian Islamic Theology Journal.



Phase 32, October 21, 2018: beginnings of African Freethinker.



Phase 33, November 1, 2018: start publications of African Freethinker and Ghana’s 5%.



Phase 34, November 3, 2018: construction of national editorial teams for African Freethinker.



Phase 35, December 1, 2018: add years sections in Ebooks tab.



Phase 36, January 1, 2019: increase of the available chronologies on the website.



Phase 37, June 1, 2019: experiment with more published ebook material with 2 ebooks published at this
time.



Phase 38, July 1, 2019: collect and compiled disparate written professional productions of insufficient size
in a single publication to complete an individual ebook for publication as an ongoing series entitled “Book
of Stuff,” as, humorously, a book with stuff in it.



Phase 39, August 1, 2019: alteration of copyright interior of ebooks and further work to expand co-authors.



Phase 40, January 2, 2020: an experimental bilingual ebook with prominent ex-Muslim and Founder of the
Council of Ex-Muslims of France, Waleed Al-Husseini, entitled Crépuscule des idoles: Conversations avec
un Franco-palestinien sur le sécularisme.



Phase 41, February 1, 2020: increased collaborative efforts with others for co-authored books.



Phase 42, February 1, 2020: ongoing collecting and publishing of extant materials in various publications
with small collections insufficient for an entire book alone collated and published as the Book of Stuff
series.



Phase 43, February 1, 2020: ongoing refinement and advancement in the sophistication of the ebooks.
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Phase 44, February 1, 2020: ongoing connections between ebooks on In-Sight Publishing main site for free
and Amazon Kindle ebooks for low-cost with connection back to the original In-Sight Publishing website.



Phase 44, April 12, 2020: updates to the Advisory Boards and Update to progress on publications,
including African Freethinker, Apostasia, Ghana’s 5%, In Context, In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based
Journal, Indigenous Middle East, Question Time, and World Religions Theology Journal.



Phase 45, May 1, 2020: incorporation of Publication Chronology for each publication with publications.



Phase 46, May 1, 2020: inclusion of more article submissions of a variety of authors, including more
experimental large-scale discussion groups published together.

Near future phases will incorporate donations, paid ebooks, and ebook listings. Far future phases will develop from
re-design and transformations of In-Sight Publishing and In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal.
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Journal Overview
In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based
Journal
In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal exists as the first international independent interview-based journal.
Submissions remain international and interdisciplinary for interviews, articles, and others. Individual publications
throughout the year: January 1 to May 1; May 1 to September 1; September 1 to January 1, and so on. Each
publication on the 1, 8, 15, and 22 of the month. Tri-annual full issue publications on “Spring,” “Summer,” and
“Winter”: January 1, May 1, and September 1, respectively.

General Philosophy
Where imperatives, utility, and virtues interrelate, and where accuracy/authenticity implicates honesty, credibility
implicates integrity, fairness/balance implicates justice, and news judgment implicates prudence, honesty, integrity,
justice, and prudence converge on the ethical utility in the moral imperative of truth. Truth necessitates honesty,
integrity, justice, and prudence. Academic freedom permits the possibility of truth; academic freedom necessitates
destitution of dogma or obfuscation. An ability to question anything, pursue implications, and express these
implications in spite of harbored biases and fear of backlash. All without alteration or omission to discover
knowledge. In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal aims to attain academic freedom through its core
interview format.

Format, Overview
In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal formatted by subjects or ideas per issue. Each issue divides into
interviews (A), submissions (B), and responses (C).

Sections ‘A’, ‘B’, and ‘C’


Issue titles implicate format, e.g. “Issue 1, Subject: Psychology,” “Issue 2, Idea: Epistemology,” and
so on. Interview, essay, and response sections segmented by issue content. Interviews specified by
“A”; submissions specified by “B”; responses specified by “C”, e.g. “Issue 1.A, Subject:
Psychology,” “Issue 2.B, Idea: Arts,” “Issue 2.C, Idea: Arts.”
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Subject Issues


Interview sections contain only experts from one discipline with emphasis on a subject, e.g.
“Psychology,” and so on. Submission sections contain only experts from one discipline with
emphasis on a subject, e.g. “Psychology,” and so on. Contribution exceptions permitted with
sufficient reason sent to the Editor-in-Chief.

Idea Issues


Interview sections contain many experts from many disciplines with emphasis on an idea,
e.g. Women in Academia, Outliers and Outsiders, and so on. Submission sections
contain many experts from many disciplines with emphasis on an idea, e.g. Women in
Academia, Outliers and Outsiders, and so on. Contribution exceptions permitted with sufficient
reason sent to the Editor-in-Chief.

Frequency


Individual publications throughout the year: January 1 to May 1; May 1 to September 1; September 1
to January 1, and so on. Each publication on the 1, 8, 15, and 22 of the month. Tri-annual full issues
publications on “Spring,” “Summer,” and “Winter”: January 1, May 1, and September 1,
respectively. Frequency dependent upon material quantity and completion dates. Multiple delayed
completions will accelerate the publication rate until issue fulfillment.

Interview Guidelines (‘Section A’)
An overview of the interview process for this section. Interview submissions not accepted from external sources.

Research


Preliminary research required for interview solicitation. If interview consent obtained from interviewee, a
typical, but not absolute, minimum of one to four weeks for comprehensive research. This includes
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purchasing, acquiring, and processing articles, audio-visual material, books, interviews, social media
material, and their respective synthesis to produce questions.

Consent


Interviewees either provide written or verbal consent based on an interview request. Written or verbal
consent relate to the interviewee having the power to deny/accept the interview, and for final decision
of publication as a single interview on the website or in the full issue publication with all other issueinterviews in PDF and on the website. It remains casual in consent. See Copyright for information on
ownership of publications.

Conducting


Interview form depends on interviewee preference: email via Microsoft Word or Open Office file, in
person, phone call, question set, or Skype. Most prefer question sets in email via Microsoft
Word or Open Office. Most questions mix standardized and specialized formats. Standardized for
consistency of journal format. Specialized for relevant-to-interview questions. All questions have
design to elicit in-depth and full responses from interviewees.

Editing Stage One


Editing consists of the interviewees original interview with minimal editing to keep the intended
meaning and message of the interviewees intact, even where certain answers may contain
controversial or ‘politically incorrect’ statements, opinions, or information.

Editing Stage Two


Interviewer sends draft back to the interviewee to confirm the originally intended meaning and
message seem sustained to the satisfaction of the interviewee. If the interviewee requires any further
alterations, omissions, or edits, the interviewer repeats the cycle of edit to confirmation of accuracy
of message and meaning to re-edit until the interviewee evaluates the final version of the interview as
sufficiently accurate to their intended meaning and message. Any major editing consists of
corrections to grammatical and/or spelling errors. This editing aims to optimize the correspondence
between the interview and the interviewees intended message and meaning to the satisfaction of the
interviewee.

Submission Guidelines (Section ‘B’)
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Material


Contributor status access restricted to undergraduate students, graduate students, instructors,
professors, and experts. Each submission considered on appropriateness
of grammar and style, comprehensiveness, coherence, and originality of content.

Scope


Depending on the issue, the accepted submissions consists of articles, book reviews, commentaries,
poetry, prose, and art.

Submission


It must not have publication or pending publication elsewhere. For exceptions, sufficient reason
should be sent to the Editor-in-Chief along with the material. For written scholarly material, it must
be in 12-point font, Garamond, double-spaced, and with APA or MLA formatting. Length of material
ranges from 2,000 to 7,500 words. Material should be sent to the following:


Scott.D.Jacobsen@Gmail.com

Response Guidelines (Section ‘C’)
Responses to interviews (‘A’) or essays (‘B’) must have the following format:

Material


Preferable for respondents to have experience or expertise in area relevant to interview or essay
content.

Scope


Response material should relate to current or prior issue on specific points in one essay or article.
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Submission


Responses must have the following format: APA format, Garamond, 12-point font, double-spaced,
citation of interviewee and each ‘Question-and-Answer’ section of response (maximum of 5), and
reference list of relevant articles, books, prior interviews, watching of video material, reading of
social media material in APA. Length of material should range from 500-1,000 words; exceptions
will have consideration with appropriate reasons provided to the Editor-in-Chief. Material should be
sent to the following:


Scott.D.Jacobsen@Gmail.com

Research Ethics
In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal does not answer a research question. Interviews hold total control
over final published responses for as accurate a representation as possible of an interviewee as possible. Hence, zero
mandatory ethics board consent necessitated by its operation. Monetary detachment removes constraint by an
institution or individual for published content, despite academic positions or alma maters for the Editor-in-Chief and
Advisory Board. Please see Internal and External Funding for monetary information.

Internal and External Funding
Scott D. Jacobsen provides complete internal funding In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal. All internal
funding includes purchasing of articles, books, chapters, prior interviews, video material, social media material, and
all marketing efforts of In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal. In the case of external monetary funding,
only monetary funding not restricting academic freedom for In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal will
have consideration. At this time, In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal operates with internal funding
from Scott Douglas Jacobsen with the addition of one website renewal donation from Richard G. Rosner.

Attachments
Attachments means constraints or restraints through functioning out of institutions or groups. For instance, an
institution or group would consist of a university, an agency, a think-tank, and/or an interest group of some form. InSight: Independent Interview-Based Journal functions autonomous from any institution or group. This provides total
freedom of content for consistency with principles of operation for academic freedom.

Advertising Policy
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All advertising for the journal exists as open-access for any individual. See ‘Open Access’ for more information.

Open Access
In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal exists as open access for online contents, where any content InSight: Independent Interview-Based Journal becomes accessible for reading or downloading to any interested
individual/group.
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Letter of Appreciation
With some of the new progress associated with the global pandemic, some of the contents of the world stage began to
shift in the 2020, while, in general, there, naturally, comes an assumed state of anarchy in some contexts and orderly,
safe a maneuvering within the new times in other environments. This amounts to the nineteenth issue of Outsiders
and Outliers. I extend appreciation to the following: Dr. Aubrey de Grey, Professor Azra Raza, M.D., Dr. Daniel
Bernstein, Dr. Herb Silverman, Ismail Hamaamin Hamalaw, Dr. Kathy Bullock, J.J. Middleway, Dr. Lloyd Hawkeye
Robertson, Marissa Torres Langseth, B.S.N., R.N., M.S.N., ANP-BC (retired), Professor Maryanne Garry, Rod
Taylor, Dr. Sally Satel, M.D., Stacey Piercey, Professor Sven van de Wetering, Prof. Imam Syed B. Soharwardy,
Terry Waslow, M.B.A., and Tim Moen, as the current advisory board members, and to the interviewees Claus Volko,
Erik Haereid, Rick Rosner, Tim Roberts, Justin Duplantis, James Gordon, Dionysios Maroudas, Christian Sorenson,
Björn Liljeqvist, Matthew Scillitani, Tiberiu Sammak, Giuseppe Corrente, Christian Sorenson, Jason Robert, Henrik
Lagerlund, Tor Arne Jørgensen, Herb Silverman, Lloyd Hawkeye Robertson, Guillermo Alejandro Escárcega Pliego,
Anthony Sepulveda, John Collins, Sam Vaknin, Dionysios Maroudas, Tiberiu Sammak, Mhedi Banafshei, Julien
Garrett Arpin, Karen Hines, Marios Sophia Prodromou, Heinrich Siemens, Byunghyun Ban (반병현), Rebekah
Woods, Arturo Escorza Pedraza, Charles Peden, Tim Roberts, Craig Shelton, Andrew Watters, Adeline Sede Kamga,
Anas El-Husseini, Shalom Dickson, Carey Linde, Anja Jaenicke, Anas El Husseini, Marvin Westwood and George
Belliveau, Casper Tvede Busk, Thor Fabian Pettersen, and Benjamin Li..
Also, I express gratitude and respect for the Athabasca University, Simon Fraser University, The University of
British Columbia, Kwantlen Polytechnic University, University of California, Irvine, Fort Langley Library, and
Surrey Public Library librarians. The people unseen, often, count the most. I appreciate all assistance in
collaboration necessary for required sufficient comprehension of new disciplines, research, and interviewees
involved in this project coinciding with improvisatory and comprehensive feedback in the past ad into the present.
Once more, thank you for the implied love to make the connection, it’s an interesting journey.
Scott Douglas Jacobsen
Founder, In-Sight Publishing
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Abstract
Claus Volko is an Austrian computer and medical scientist who has conducted research on the treatment of
cancer and severe mental disorders by conversion of stress hormones into immunity hormones. This research
gave birth to a new scientific paradigm which he called “symbiont conversion theory”: methods to convert
cells exhibiting parasitic behaviour to cells that act as symbionts. In 2013 Volko, obtained an IQ score of 172
on the Equally Normed Numerical Derivation Test. He is also the founder and president of Prudentia High
IQ Society, a society for people with an IQ of 140 or higher, preferably academics. He discusses: family
history; ethnic and cultural background; proxies of high intelligence and test scores; respect and nurturance
of high intelligence; socialization; on the idea of genius, being called one; intelligence and genius; influence of
ideals on society; high IQ communities as niche communities; and professional qualifications.
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Keywords: Claus Volko, computer scientist, intelligence, IQ, medical scientist.
An Interview with An Interview with Claus Volko, M.D. on Growing Up Gifted: Austrian Computer and
Medical Scientist (Part One)[1],[2]
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: We’ve done a series
before looking at some of the more intellectual
topics of mutual interest between Rick Rosner and
you. Rosner and I are long-time friends and
colleagues publishing hundreds of thousands of
words together. That was fun. So, I appreciate
taking the time to take part in one of the small
series with Rosner and one of the larger thematic
interests of human cognitive excellence, latent or
actualized, for me, which, in and of itself, becomes
part and parcel of another series of larger
integrated thematically integrative interests. No
need to delve into that subject matter or
orientation at this time; however, our work
together with Rosner was on the nature of
intelligence in several extensive parts. When we
looked at the nature of intelligence, we examined
some of the ideas in direct relation and in
peripheral relation to it. Now, let’s get to know the
Doctor in a more intimate manner starting from
the beginning, aptly, you have an interesting set of
academic qualifications and intellectual interests
around computer science and medical science. All
of this can be contextualized within a personal
narrative or story. How about some family
heritage first for you? What was its character and
depth of history? How far back does it go, for you,
based on the known historical record, even some
speculation? Some know their own histories
centuries and centuries back into the timeline.
Others only know theirs some partial manner
because of some unfortunate erasure of deep
family time or departure of the family from one
another without an appropriate record of said
incidents.
Claus Volko, M.D.: I know my family history until
the generation of my great-grandparents. My parents
were the first in their families to complete the
equivalents of a Bachelor’s degree: my mother
qualified for elementary school teaching, and my
father completed a first degree in electrical
engineering. They also studied pedagogics and
psychology together. The father of my mother came
from a family of artisans, his own father was a
painter; he himself ran a store selling printers. My
mother’s mother came from a wealthy family, her
father having been a military officer and her mother
having been married to a banker in her first marriage,
so they enjoyed a pretty high living standard till the
Second World War broke out. My father’s ancestors

were simple beings, working at farms and doing
menial jobs.
2. Jacobsen: How is this ethnic and cultural
background fed into the family life for you? Those
qualities and values important for the family that
had you, raised you, fed you, and provided an
environment for some modicum of intellectual
flourishing.
Volko: I read Grimm’s fairytales as a child, which
are considered the classics of German children’s
literature. But I also watched TV and followed the
series “Masters of the Universe” and “The
Transformers”. So I also got influenced by foreign
youth culture. When I entered primary school
computers became my main interest. I read a lot of
magazines related to computer gaming. In addition, I
enjoyed Thomas Brezina’s “Knickerbockerbande”. In
my days at high school I liked reading fantasy novels
written by Wolfgang Hohlbein very much. Since my
father was born in Slovakia I also have some cultural
links to that country; I spent most of my school
vacation there and learned a couple of phrases in the
language.
3. Jacobsen: When you reflect on some of the
earlier moments in life, what were some proxies of
higher-level cognitive function beyond peers?
Were there any formal tests taken at that time? If
so, what some of the tests and the scores?
Volko: My interests did not differ much from the
other children’s interests, but they were more intense.
At primary school I made the observation that most
of the other children just stared at the drawings in the
comic books we read during the breaks, while I also
read the texts and tried to grasp the story. While it
was common that young boys enjoyed playing
computer games, I was the only one who also
sketched drafts of his own games using pencil and
paper. Eventually, this resulted in me learning
computer programming at age eight, teaching it to
myself using magazines and books. I was the only
child I knew who was already a proficient computer
programmer at age eight. Most others started at age
twelve. So this might be an indicator of an IQ of
about 150 or higher. However, I did not take a formal
IQ test as a child. I was an excellent student both at
primary school and at high school, and I was satisfied
with this situation; besides, there were no gifted
education programmes at that time for which I would
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have had to qualify with an IQ score. When I took
part in a mathematics competition at age 13 and
placed second out of 149 contestants, this was clear
evidence for some of my teachers that I was gifted,
but it had no further consequences.

of the culture growing up for you, too? Or was
this more something quintessentially seen as
another one of the many extremes in a free society
as seen in American society with the extremes of
excellence and mediocrity at the same time?

4. Jacobsen: Was high intelligence a respected and
nurtured part of the national and cultural
environs of the time growing up?

Volko: Some fellow teenagers called me a “genius.”
But I did not notice that they strived for becoming
geniuses, too. In this aspect there might be a
difference between Europe and America. Maybe it is
because Europe is influenced by Marxist philosophy
more than America and many people in Europe value
equality more than excellence.

Volko: At the schools I attended, intelligent students
were respected and treated well by others. However, I
often read that this was not always the case in other
schools and that highly intelligent students were
labelled “freaks.” I do not know what the situation is
like today.
5. Jacobsen: Indeed, if we take some of the earlier
moments of life, how were these gifts and talents
exhibited in elementary and high school? Were
there limitations or benefits for emotional and
social, and romantic life, for high school and early
adulthood with intellectual interests and the
general abilities? It can be hit-or-miss depending
on the person. It depends.
Volko: Not at all. I was an ordinary teenager who
mainly stood out from the mass because of my
performance at school and my computer skills. I am
sure that if I had been less intelligent, I would have
had a harder time to acquire programming skills.
6. Jacobsen: Did you happen to find a community
of similarly cognitively able youth in high school
or young adulthood? If so, what were its
manifestations? If not, why not?
Volko: Yes. I started writing for a German computer
magazine when I was eleven years old, and
subsequently I got into contact with some of the other
authors of this magazine. We exchanged letters and
programs (including programs written by ourselves)
via snailmail. One of my penpals introduced me to a
community known as the demoscene which was
composed of very good programmers, musicians and
graphic artists. So I was embedded in a community of
highly talented people, although I mostly
communicated with them not face to face but via
snailmail and later via e-mail and Internet Relay
Chat.
7. Jacobsen: In American society in the past, one
of the more appreciated and encouraged facets of
(mostly) manly identity was the pursuit of earning
the title of a genius. It was everywhere and infused
into the pursuit of men with the capacity who
wanted such an exalted status, even, strangely,
claiming this for themselves with or
without warrant. In Western Europe, was this part

8. Jacobsen: What makes for earlier fascination in
the 20th century with high intelligence as
approximated by metrics including I.Q. and
genius as a qualitative evaluation of the highest
excellence in a discovery or creation delivered for
appreciation by specialists and laypersons alike?
Volko: I am not sure if it is primarily high IQ that
characterizes inventors such as Thomas Alva Edison
or scientists such as Albert Einstein. I have met many
people in high IQ societies who are not known for
having invented anything. My opinion is that IQ is a
measure of cognitive abilities but to become an
inventor or a scientist you also need a particular
personality structure and interests.
9. Jacobsen: In terms of the utility of intelligence
testing and the continued reduction in the
prominence of ideas of intelligence and genius in
many societies, why is there a reduction in an
emphasis on explicit considerations of intelligence
and the pursuit of the highest excellence as found
in cases of genius at various levels of high
intelligence and creative output quality and
quantity?
Volko: If that is happening in America now, then
maybe America is becoming influenced by Marxist
ideals too. I recall Bernie Sanders and Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez calling themselves Democratic
Socialists. I read that these two politicians have
gained a lot of support especially from the younger
generation within the electorate.
10. Jacobsen: As this appears to be the trendline,
does this mean communities constructed around
high intelligence and the like will become more
niche topics and individualized matters rather
than en masse features of societies?
Volko: At least here in Austria high IQ communities
are definitely niche societies. Mensa Austria has less
than a thousand members, while more than 160 times
as many would qualify for membership.
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11. Jacobsen: What were some of the professional
qualifications earned? Why pursue those? How
are these important for the development of a sense
of formal awareness of the range and depth of
particular human pursuits of knowledge?
Volko: I completed university degrees in computer
science and medicine, including a Bachelor of
Science degree in medical informatics, a Master of
Science degree in computational intelligence and a
Doctor of Medicine degree. I think that for an
intelligent being qualifications are mainly formal

requirements to get a job in the field, while intelligent
beings constantly learn and acquire education
informally in various areas of human knowledge.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Austrian Computer and Medical Scientist.
[2] Individual Publication Date: May 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/volko-one;
Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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Abstract
Rick Rosner and I conduct a conversational series entitled Ask A Genius on a variety of subjects through InSight Publishing on the personal and professional website for Rick. According to some semi-reputable
sources gathered in a listing here, Rick G. Rosner may have among America’s, North America’s, and the
world’s highest measured IQs at or above 190 (S.D. 15)/196 (S.D. 16) based on several high range test
performances created by Christopher Harding, Jason Betts, Paul Cooijmans, and Ronald Hoeflin. He earned
12 years of college credit in less than a year and graduated with the equivalent of 8 majors. Erik Haereid
earned a score at 185, on the N-VRA80. He is an expert in Actuarial Sciences. Both scores on a standard
deviation of 15. A sigma of 6.00+ (or ~6.13 or 6.20) for Rick – a general intelligence rarity of 1 in
1,009,976,678+ (with some at rarities of 1 in 2,314,980,850 or 1 in 3,527,693,270) – and ~5.67 for Erik – a
general intelligence rarity of 1 in 136,975,305. If a higher general intelligence score, then the greater the
variability in, and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores because of the greater rarity in the
population. This amounts to a joint interview or conversation with Erik Haereid, Rick Rosner, and myself.
Keywords: America, Erik Haereid, Norway, Rick Rosner, Scott Douglas Jacobsen.
Ask A Genius (or Two): Conversation with Erik Haereid and Rick Rosner on Reproductive Rights (Part
Eleven)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Let’s talk about a longstanding social and rights issue in the queue
before closing up in Part Twelve. Women’s rights
and abortion, what are women’s rights in the 21st
century?
Rick Rosner: I don’t have much interesting to say
about it. It is equality. Where equality has historically
been denied, perhaps, a little bit of weighting in
women’s favour to compensate, to get women up to
an equal position. 30 years after the big push to get
the Equal Rights Amendment ratified, the 38th state

has ratified it, which should allow it to be made an
amendment to the Constitution. But it has been so
long since the other states ratified it; so, it doesn’t get
automatically ratified. Now, that whole thing – any
attention being paid to that – has been lost in the
coronavirus avalanche of other stuff happening.
Women’s rights also implies rights for people who
are differently gendered. People with different
sexualities. That’s it.
Erik Haereid: I come from a pioneer country as to
women’s rights; at least that have been my
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impression since the 1970’s. My generation of men
have been told all our lives that women are
historically suppressed and have to be favorized to be
equalized; in politics, business and traditionally male
areas. Some of my answers are biased because of
that upbringing and culture.

up through 3, 4, or 5 months, it is reasonable to have
the right to abort the fetus. Even the Catholic Church
didn’t have a problem with abortion until the
quickening, which is the perceptible movement of the
fetus in like – I don’t know – the 4th month of
something, that’s what I think.

It’s improving worldwide. In secular democratic
countries I think it’s close to equality. In some
countries, you have these old religious and/or rigid
cultural structures that still treat women as slaves or
with reduced power and opportunities. I think this
will change rapidly because of a global culture that
makes it increasingly difficult to treat women in any
other way than men. It’s the same with any
discrimination; when the discrimination becomes
visible or transparent to the people, it’s hard to
maintain it. Open societies are the solution to
equality.

Haereid: I am in favour of abortion within 12 weeks.
It’s biased, though. It contains many questions and
few answers, like when is life, what is a person and
when, when does consciousness occur, what is a life
worth and to who…

Jacobsen: Any personal stance on abortion?
Rosner: Yes, abortion is a basic human right within
reason. That is has been wildly politicized, especially
lately. It wasn’t that big of a political issue for much
of history. Any laws in the early 19th century against
abortion were strict to protect women’s health to
prevent people from doing abortions who were not
trained to do it, e.g., poisoning women to abort the
fetus. It is only when conservatives realized abortion
could be politicized to activate, to motivate, their
base that is becoming a political issue. Now, it is a
ridiculously political issue in the U.S. Because the
Right is saying the Left is pushing to abort babies
after they are born via late-term abortion. The deal is,
liberals want to maintain medical professionals’
rights to make decisions about fetuses and babies that
are born with catastrophic birth defects, which they
won’t survive for more than a few days. The main
example being anencephalic babies; babies born
without brains or babies who die in the womb. It is
not really an abortion if somebody is 8-months
pregnant and the fetus dies. Then you have to
perform an abortion procedure to remove the dead
fetus. Democrats don’t want to lose the legal right for
doctors to make decisions about dead or
catastrophically defective late-term fetuses.
Republicans are saying, “No, when liberals insist on
maintaining the right to keep from prosecuting the
doctors who remove an 8-month-old dead fetus,
liberals really want to give women the right to kill a
baby, even a newborn, just because having a baby
makes women sad.” It is a lie; and, it is bullshit.
Certainly, there are reasonable limits to put on
abortion. A woman shouldn’t be able, in my view, to
abort a healthy 8-month-old fetus just because she
suddenly decided that she doesn’t want the baby. But

We kill people all the time, without major
consequences when the power’s rules accept it like in
wars or within the legal system. We kill animals for
food, yes, for fun, and we seem to have a divided view
of what a life is worth. That’s one reason it’s difficult
to establish objective rules concerning such as
abortion.
One thing is avoiding hurting the individual, like
when we kill animals for food. Another thing is
removing another soul’s and consciousness’
opportunity to live a life, even though the victim
doesn’t feel pain when it’s killed. A few weeks after
conception, you don’t have thoughts or feelings, but
you have the potential for life as a person; it’s a
matter of weeks and a few months.
When does the embryo/fetus become separated from
the mother’s body, mind, soul? I am pro-euthanasia,
because I think we should, as much as possible,
decide over our own body. I also think that women
should decide whether they want to keep the embryo
or not, until we have decided objectively, through
common sense, when the unborn life is a distinct
human life; it is separated from the mother.
I leave to others to say if that’s within 6, 12 or 24
weeks, even though I have my biased opinion. What
about the guy? Is it after the conception just a part of
the woman’s body? You could argue that from
conception it’s human life or a life-potential. That
makes it even more difficult, more uncertain, and
more as an object for common sense and
compromises; you have equal strong logical opinions
in each camp.
Jacobsen: Is this stance altered by personal
upbringing or social milieu, in America or in
Norway?
Rosner: A lot of things that conservatives currently
believe are largely the product of a push from
conservative media via deceptive reporting and
deceptive conservative beliefs. Conservative beliefs
are increasingly extreme and increasingly garbagy
because of a continuous push from biased, garbagy
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conservative news sources. The main one being Fox
News. The more extreme ones
including Breitbart, One America News Network. No
one is effectively policing conservative news sources
to root out garbage reporting, masquerading as news.
There’s a smaller problem with liberal reporting. It is
nowhere near as deceptive. It is more a problem of
profit-driven news media with 24-hour news stations
like CNN and MSNBC. CNN has a number of terrible
news habits. But it is less a matter of liberal bias and
more a matter of what gets them good ratings.
Haereid: From 1978 Norwegian women have had
the right to abortion the first 12 weeks. So, I guess so.
Of course, I have done some thoughts about the issue,
as I have mentioned here, but it’s difficult to establish
a logical and reasonable foundation about abortion
and rights, and then one becomes a function of one’s
cultural view, gut feeling, your parent’s virtues and
so on. I find profound pros and cons concerning
abortion. There are no influential, significant
political anti-abortion environments in Norway. It’s
minor milieus.
Women’s rights have been a keystone in Norway
since I was a child. Now it’s more discussions about
men’s rights than women’s rights.
Jacobsen: What is the concept of a person in the
context of abortion?

after some weeks and months, even though it’s less
conscious than a cat at that moment. If we look at it
this way the embryo is also a human or a person
because the potential is the same; it’s only a matter
of time. This makes it tricky; it’s not any obvious
answer, I guess.
Jacobsen: Will there ever be a sufficient bridge
between the conceptual gulf of pro-choice/prowomen’s rights versus pro-life/pro-fetus rights?
How does the situation compare between America
and Norway from relative perspectives for the two
of you?
Rosner: No, because – no, pro-life is a politically
loaded, particularly so – even though pro-choice is
political too, it is couched in religion and religious
feeling. That you are ending or destroying a soul. As
I said, in the Catholic Church, I think they didn’t
think a soul entered the fetuses body until there was
the quickening. The current religious view being
pushed, which is a highly politicized view: upon
conception, that thing has a soul; and you kill a baby.
So, no, that can never be reconciled with any kind of
view that allows for abortion.
Haereid: It’s no clear logical or reasonable solution,
no way to a general truth, so I can’t see any path to
such a bridge because of the highly emotional and
cultural fundaments the decisions are based on.

Rosner: The idea of abortion and when it is
acceptable is that you do not want to abort a fetus that
has full human consciousness. That, at 4 months, at 3
months, and before, the fetus is not thinking and
feeling to the degree that the baby or a full-grown
human being feels and thinks. That’s the deal. A
more developed consciousness is, I believe, the
demarcation between a fetus that can be aborted and
a baby that can’t be. We kill highly conscious beings
for meat and sport. We have all sorts of justifications
and rationalizations, or ignore the issue. There’s no
way that a 10-week or a 2-week fetus is as conscious
as a dog, a cat, a chicken, or a horse.

A woman can have motives to remove the fetus
despite of the objective value of the fetus. A common
sense of a fetus’s value is not necessarily in
coherence with the mother’s.

Haereid: That’s difficult to say, because it’s a
continuous process. I don’t know enough about when
and how the different organs and parts of the
embryo/fetus develop. What do we define as a
person? When do we become conscious lives? Maybe
it’s better to look at it as a life-potential; the prenatal
life-process that we undergo during the first nine
months after the conception.

Rosner: In America, we’ve got 250,000,000 adults.
It’s a big country. We don’t have a handle on
conservative propaganda, where other countries, like
in Australia Fox News is not allowed to call itself
“news,” which has smaller populations. We have a
huge exploitable population. We have 100,000,000
American adults who are believers in and consumers
of conservative propaganda. It is a huge base. It is a
powerful political base. There is a whole political
media, rich person, complex to continue to exploit
these people for political gain. Much of our politics
for the past 40 years has been based on exploiting
conservatives.

At some time during prenatal development, the fetus
becomes kind of a human, with increasing cognitive
abilities. But simpler animals, like cats do also have
consciousness. But they don’t have the same
potential; we know what the human fetus will become

If you remove a fetus you kill a 50 percent female
potential. If you give women the right to remove their
fetuses you can’t at the same time say that they have
rights, because they remove a (defenceless) future
woman too.
Jacobsen: How does the situation compare
between America and Norway from relative
perspectives for the two of you?
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Haereid: In Norway, equality is more important than
a single life. Women’s right to have an abortion as
part of an overall equalizing process between men
and women, is prioritized before saving the unborn
life-potential.
From my angle, it seems that it’s the opposite in
America. The single life-potential is more important
than equalizing. This is a part of the American
culture that has made it dominant worldwide, I think.
It’s the winning concept that everyone has
opportunities; it’s up to you what you want to do with
your life. If you fail, it’s your fault, not the society’s
fault. If you win, it’s your profit, nobody else’s. Every
single youth buys such propaganda. It’s extremely
motivating. To share is less motivating. At least until
the reward is bigger by sharing than improving
individually.
I think that most Norwegians (5.5 million) mean that
the protection of a life-potential or a right to life
starts after 12 weeks.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Erik Haereid has been a member of Mensa since
2013, and is among the top scorers on several of the
most credible IQ-tests in the unstandardized HRTenvironment. He is listed in the World Genius
Directory. He is also a member of several other high
IQ Societies.
Erik, born in 1963, grew up in Oslo, Norway, in a
middle class home at Grefsen nearby the forest, and
started early running and cross country skiing. After
finishing schools he studied mathematics, statistics
and actuarial science at the University of Oslo. One
of his first glimpses of math-skills appeared after he
got a perfect score as the only student on a five hour
math exam in high school.
He did his military duty in His Majesty The King’s
Guard (Drilltroppen)).
Impatient as he is, he couldn’t sit still and only
studying, so among many things he worked as a
freelance journalist in a small news agency. In that
period, he did some environmental volunteerism
with Norges Naturvernforbund (Norwegian
Society for the Conservation of Nature), where he
was an activist, freelance journalist and arranged
‘Sykkeldagen i Oslo’ twice (1989 and 1990) as well
as environmental issues lectures. He also wrote
some crime short stories in AMagasinet (Aftenposten (one of the main
newspapers in Norway), the same paper where he
earned his runner up (second place) in a nationwide
writing contest in 1985. He also wrote several articles

in different newspapers, magazines and so on in the
1980s and early 1990s.
He earned an M.Sc. degree in Statistics and Actuarial
Sciences in 1991, and worked as an actuary
novice/actuary from 1987 to 1995 in several
Norwegian Insurance companies. He was the
Academic Director (1998-2000) of insurance at
the BI Norwegian Business School (1998-2000),
Manager (1997-1998) of business insurance, life
insurance, and pensions and formerly Actuary (19961997) at Nordea in Oslo Area, Norway, a selfemployed Actuary Consultant (1996-1997), an
Insurance Broker (1995-1996) at Assurance Centeret,
Actuary (1991-1995) at Alfa Livsforsikring, novice
Actuary (1987-1990) at UNI Forsikring.
In 1989 he worked in a project in Dallas with a Texas
computer company for a month incorporating a
Norwegian pension product into a data system. Erik
is specialized in life insurance and pensions, both
private and business insurances. From 1991 to 1995
he was a main part of developing new life insurance
saving products adapted to bank business
(Sparebanken NOR), and he developed the
mathematics behind the premiums and premium
reserves.
He has industry experience in accounting, insurance,
and insurance as a broker. He writes in his IQblog the online newspaper Nettavisen. He has
personal interests among other things in history,
philosophy and social psychology.
In 1995, he moved to Aalborg in Denmark because
of a Danish girl he met. He worked as an insurance
broker for one year, and took advantage of this
experience later when he developed his own
consultant company.
In Aalborg, he taught himself some programming
(Visual Basic), and developed an insurance
calculation software program which he sold to a
Norwegian Insurance Company. After moving to
Oslo with his girlfriend, he was hired as consultant
by the same company to a project that lasted one
year.
After this, he became the Manager of business
insurance in the insurance company Norske Liv. At
that time he had developed and nurtured his idea of
establishing an actuarial consulting company, and he
did this after some years on a full-time basis with his
actuarial colleague. In the beginning, the company
was small. He had to gain money, and worked for
almost two years as an Academic Director of
insurance at the BI Norwegian Business School.
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Then the consultant company started to grow, and he
quitted BI and used his full time in NIA (Nordic
Insurance Administration). This was in 1998/99,
and he has been there since.
NIA provides actuarial consulting services within the
pension and life insurance area, especially towards
the business market. They was one of the leading
actuarial consulting companies in Norway through
many years when Defined Benefit Pension Plans
were on its peak and companies needed evaluations
and calculations concerning their pension schemes
and accountings. With the less complex, and cheaper,
Defined Contribution Pension Plans entering Norway
the last 10-15 years, the need of actuaries is less
concerning business pension schemes.
Erik’s book from 2011, Benektelse og Verdighet,
contains some thoughts about our superficial, often
discriminating societies, where the virtue seems to be
egocentrism without thoughts about the whole.
Empathy is lacking, and existential division into “us”
and “them” is a mental challenge with major
consequences. One of the obstacles is when people
with power – mind, scientific, money, political,
popularity – defend this kind of mind as “necessary”
and “survival of the fittest” without understanding
that such thoughts make the democracies much more
volatile and threatened. When people do not
understand the genesis of extreme violence like
school killings, suicide or sociopathy, asking “how
can this happen?” repeatedly, one can wonder how
smart man really is. The responsibility is not limited
to let’s say the parents. The responsibility is
everyone’s. The day we can survive, mentally, being
honest about our lives and existence, we will take
huge leaps into the future of mankind.
Rick G. Rosner, according to some semi-reputable
sources gathered in a listing here, may have among
America’s, North America’s, and the world’s highest
measured IQs at or above 190 (S.D. 15)/196 (S.D.
16) based on several high range test performances
created by Christopher Harding, Jason Betts, Paul
Cooijmans, and Ronald Hoeflin. He earned 12 years
of college credit in less than a year and graduated
with the equivalent of 8 majors. He has received
8 Writers Guild Awards and Emmy nominations, and
was titled 2013 North American Genius of the

Year by The World Genius Directory with the main
“Genius” listing here.
He has written for Remote Control, Crank
Yankers, The Man Show, The Emmys, The
Grammys, and Jimmy Kimmel Live!. He worked as a
bouncer, a nude art model, a roller-skating waiter,
and a stripper. In a television
commercial, Domino’s Pizza named him the
“World’s Smartest Man.” The commercial was taken
off the air after Subway sandwiches issued a ceaseand-desist. He was named “Best Bouncer” in the
Denver Area, Colorado, by Westwood Magazine.
Rosner spent much of the late Disco Era as an
undercover high school student. In addition, he spent
25 years as a bar bouncer and American fake IDcatcher, and 25+ years as a stripper, and nearly 30
years as a writer for more than 2,500 hours of
network television. Errol Morris featured Rosner in
the interview series entitled First Person, where
some of this history was covered by Morris. He came
in second, or lost, on Jeopardy!, sued Who Wants to
Be a Millionaire? over a flawed question and lost the
lawsuit. He won one game and lost one game on Are
You Smarter Than a Drunk Person? (He was drunk).
Finally, he spent 37+ years working on a timeinvariant variation of the Big Bang Theory.
Currently, Rosner sits tweeting in a bathrobe (winter)
or a towel (summer). He lives in Los
Angeles, California with his wife, dog, and goldfish.
He and his wife have a daughter. You can send him
money or questions
at LanceVersusRick@Gmail.Com, or a direct
message via Twitter, or find him on LinkedIn, or
see him on YouTube.”
[2] Individual Publication Date: May 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/haereidrosner-eleven; Full Issue Publication Date:
September 1, 2020: https://insightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence
scores because of the greater rarity in the population.

1 SEPTEMBER 2020 | ISSU 23 | IN-SIGHT | 65
© 2012-2020 In-Sight Publishing. All rights reserved.

ISSN 2369-6885

An Interview with Tim Roberts on
Critical Thinking (Part Four)

Interviewer: Scott Douglas Jacobsen
Numbering: Issue 23.A, Idea: Outliers & Outsiders (Part Nineteen)
Place of Publication: Langley, British Columbia, Canada
Title: In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal
Web Domain: http://www.in-sightjournal.com
Individual Publication Date: May 1, 2020
Issue Publication Date: September 1, 2020
Name of Publisher: In-Sight Publishing
Frequency: Three Times Per Year
Words: 2,063
ISSN 2369-6885
Abstract
Tim Roberts is the Founder/Administrator of Unsolved Problems. He self-describes in “A Brief and Almost
True Biography” as follows: I was definitely born lower-middle class. Britain was (and probably still is) so
stratified that one’s status could be easily classified. You were only working class if you lived in Scotland or
Wales, or in the north of England, or had a really physical job like dustbin-man. You were only middle class
if you lived in the south, had a decent-sized house, probably with a mortgage, and at work you had to use
your brain, at least a little. My mother was at the upper end of lower-middle class, my father at the lower.
After suffering through the first twenty years of my life because of various deleterious genetically-acquired
traits, which resulted in my being very small and very sickly, and a regular visitor to hospitals, I became
almost normal in my 20s, and found work in the computer industry. I was never very good, but demand in
those days was so high for anyone who knew what a computer was that I turned freelance, specializing in
large IBM mainframe operating systems, and could often choose from a range of job opportunities. As far
away as possible sounded good, so I went to Australia, where I met my wife, and have lived all the latter half
of my life. Being inherently lazy, I discovered academia, and spent 30 years as a lecturer, at three different
universities. Whether I actually managed to teach anyone anything is a matter of some debate. The maxim
“publish or perish” ruled, so I spent an inordinate amount of time writing crap papers on online education,
which required almost no effort. My thoughts, however, were always centred on such pretentious topics as
quantum theory and consciousness and the nature of reality. These remain my over-riding interest today,
some five years after retirement. I have a reliance on steroids and Shiraz, and possess an IQ the size of a small
planet, because I am quite good at solving puzzles of no importance, but I have no useful real-world skills
whatsoever. I used to know a few things, but I have forgotten most of them.” He discusses: critical thinking;
supernatural beliefs; artificial intelligence; computers adjusting algorithms; general intelligence; myths about
computers and robots; artificial intelligence; lack of positive developments in the high-IQ societies; boosting
the egos of their founders” in regards to high-IQ societies; the future of IQ testing and high-IQ societies;
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main negative development of IQ testing and high-IQ societies; decline in the importance of IQ; the Unsolved
Problems website; contributions to the website; and being a realist.
Keywords: charlatans, critical thinking, general intelligence, supernaturalism, Tim Roberts, Unsolved Problems.
An Interview with Tim Roberts on Critical Thinking: Founder/Administrator, Unsolved Problems (Part
Four)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
*I assumed “Professor” based on an article. I was wrong. I decided to keep the mistake because the responses and
the continual mistake, for the purposes of this interview, adds some personality to the interview, so the humour in a
personal error.*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: What is a good way to
teach critical thinking in the young? What is a
good way to prevent oneself and others being
taken to the cleaners by charlatans?
Tim Roberts: Oh, a topic dear to my heart. We
should be teaching critical thinking, and science,
which is almost the same thing, from the earliest days
of primary school. If George is a crow, and all crows
are black, what can we deduce? If only some crows
are black, what can we deduce? What if George is not
a crow? If someone claims that all elephants have
trunks, how might we find out if this is true? Would
we adopt the same methods to find out if all giraffes
had trunks? How certain could we be in each case?
2. Jacobsen: Why are human beings enamored
with supernatural beliefs?
Roberts: I don’t know, but it could be related to the
lack of critical thinking skills mentioned above!
3. Jacobsen: Following the previous question,
what hopes for the main dreams of artificial
intelligence research will turn out as duds, fakes,
and frauds – ‘dreams’ as simply fantasies? What
dreams may be realized in the 21st century with,
what is termed, artificial intelligence?
Roberts: I see no evidence of duds and fakes and
frauds. There are many who think that we were
created in God’s image, and therefore can claim
superior status. I am not one of them.
There is also a widespread, but completely false,
belief that computers and robots are only as good as
their programmers. This is demonstrably a myth,
since computers can now learn, and adjust their own
algorithms. In much the same way as a baby or infant
or toddler does, and as we all continue to do to
greater or lesser extents throughout our lives.
4. Jacobsen: Does this ability of computers to
learn and adjust their algorithms constitute the
next step towards true artificial intelligence and
artificial general intelligence?

Roberts: It is an essential ingredient, I think.
5. Jacobsen: What defines human intelligence?
What defines artificial intelligence? What relates
human intelligence and artificial intelligence in a
larger definition of intelligence? That which
encapsulates both.
Roberts: General intelligence is I think an ability to
understand the world sufficiently to be able to make
successful predictions, and optimise reward over
effort.
6. Jacobsen: What are other myths about
computers and robots? What truths dispel them?
Roberts: Well, people are very scared of computers
controlling airplanes, and will be so of cars too, of
course. And maybe rightly so. But at the same time
one should appreciate that the vast majority of
accidents, and fatalities, are caused by human error.
7. Jacobsen: How has artificial intelligence in its
current development changed human life? How
will developments over the course of the 21st
century continue to impact human life and
societies, even systems of governance, more and
more?
Roberts: The answer to this depends on how one
defines AI, but it could be argued that just about all
technological advances of the last 50 years have been
due either directly or indirectly to AI. As to the
future, my predictions are no more likely to be
correct those of anyone else. They would include the
almost exclusive use of autonomous vehicles, not just
on the road, but also on the water and in the air. The
universal acceptance of body implants, to aid sight
and hearing and taste and smell and mobility. And to
communicate with others across the world without
the need to carry ‘phones. I suspect it will be routine
to have numerous microchips implanted around the
skull area in particular.
8. Jacobsen: Observing the developments of the
alternative intelligence tests above 4-sigma and
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the proliferation of the societies for different levels
of high scorers since personal involvement, what
seems like the main positive developments?
Roberts: None that I can see. Many high-IQ societies
primarily serve little purpose except to boost the egos
of their founders. Some publish magazines or
journals that are read by perhaps a few dozen people
at most. Of far more productive use have been
societies and organizations that bring together people
with enthusiasm for, and expertise in, particular
academic and scientific fields of study, regardless of
their individual members’ IQs.
9. Jacobsen: How did so many devolve to
“boosting the egos of their founders”?
Roberts: I think having a high IQ is not enough to
create interest or bind people together, so societies
and groups based on IQ alone tend to founder. As
opposed to other groups based on a love of beekeeping, or cross-stitch, or whatever.
10. Jacobsen: What seems like the future of IQ
testing and high-IQ societies in the 21st century?
Roberts: It is a fad appealing to a small minority,
much like collecting stamps or teaspoons or beer
mats, or trainspotting. Whether it will develop into
something useful in the future we can wait and see,
but I am not unduly optimistic.
11. Jacobsen: What seems like the main negative
development?

Logic, and Cryptography. What have been some
of the positive feedback on the website?
Roberts: The Unsolved Problems site originated
partly because of my feelings towards the Clay
Millennium prizes, which were supposed at least in
part to encourage an interest in mathematics. But they
ended up doing nothing of the sort, since the
problems were all of such a complexity that they
could only be understood by professional
mathematicians.
My own very modest site was aimed from the very
beginning squarely at amateurs and those who might
enjoy thinking about numbers and puzzles. Rather
like me, really.
In this, the site has succeeded, but only for a very
few. But maybe unbeknownst to me it has inspired
some youngsters to ponder such things, who may in
later years take up careers in mathematics, and maybe
make real breakthroughs. Though I suspect my
optimism in this regard may be wildly exaggerated.
14. Jacobsen: What do you consider some of your
more important contributions to the areas of
research listed on the website?
Roberts: Easy. None.
15. Jacobsen: Do you consider yourself an
optimistic or a pessimistic person?
Roberts: Neither. I hope that I am a realist.
Appendix I: Footnotes

Roberts: The fostering of the largely-false idea that
IQ is important in any significant way.

[1] Founder/Administrator, Unsolved Problems.

12. Jacobsen: IQ was considered much more
important in the past. What is its current stature,
given the previous response? Of the small ways IQ
is significant, how is it significant?

[2] Individual Publication Date: May 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/robertsfour; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.

Roberts: It is another way people can be
differentiated, not unlike gender or skin colour or
ethnicity.

*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence
scores because of the greater rarity in the population.

13. Jacobsen: You host the website Unsolved
Problems. It states an interest in Number Theory,
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Abstract
Justin Duplantis is a Member of the Triple Nine Society and the current Editor of its journal
entitled Vidya. He discusses: research question for the doctorate in gifted education; myths about the gifted;
wife lifting him up; late-blooming; a renewed sense of the academic system; entitlement in some individuals in
the gifted community; the end goal of the executive committee; the speculative extent of the research on the
gifted likely to enter into juvenile and adult facilities; and emotional sensitivity among the gifted.
Keywords: Executive Committee, gifted education, Justin Duplantis, Triple Nine Society, Vidya.
An Interview with Justin Duplantis on Gifted Education Research, Myths About the Gifted, Positivity About
Academia, and Deep Feeling: Editor, Vidya (Part Two)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
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1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: What will be the main
research question for the doctorate in gifted
education?
Justin Duplantis: Does the lack of resources in
underprivileged areas lead to an increase in
incarceration among the gifted population?
2. Jacobsen: What are the myths, positive and
negative, about the gifted? What truths dispel
those myths? Also, why is intelligence merely one
trait among many, important but one among
numerous others?
Duplantis: The most common myth is that giftedness
is a physical trait. By looking at someone, you are
able to tell their intelligence. They are nerdy and not
athletic. I, for instance, am a national champion
martial artist, high-level ice hockey goalie, and am
sponsored by McDermott, a pool cue manufacturer.
Although the highly gifted have many traits in
common, other than IQ (i.e., emotional sensitivity,
heightened sexuality, etc.), they are all different
people with a variety of interests, goals, and
characteristics, just as the rest of the bell curve.
3. Jacobsen: How does your wife lift you up, keep
you improving yourself within the context of life
and the vows made to one another?
Duplantis: My wife, April, and I are incredibly
different. The activities, music, etc, that we enjoy are
dissimilar. Although she has never been formally
tested, I would imagine she would be approximately
1SD, to my nearly 6SD. Most individuals marry
within 15 IQ points. This is obviously not the case for
us. Her sense of inquiry is what attracts me to her.
She wants to learn. If I use a word she does not
know, she asks. I love her genuine interest.
Additionally, April has an astronomically high EI
(Emotional Intelligence). I have social integration
issues and she never meets a stranger. I don’t think it
is always about similarities that make a strong
relationship, rather the ability to complement each
other and try and understand the other’s viewpoint.
Of course, it is difficult because of the differences,
but it is also much more rewarding. April is able to
provide such a divergent view on things, from me. It
was frustrating at first, as I felt like we didn’t
understand each other. I now see it as a huge
advantage. I have the ability to see into the mind of
the layman. When I have to present something to a
diverse audience, she is able to give me the general
public’s perspective. She has helped me grow
emotionally, spiritually, and professionally.
4. Jacobsen: Is late-blooming or later discovery of
giftedness more common or less common than its
opposite?

Duplantis: I am unable to comment in totality, but
from the individuals I have spoken with in TNS, it
does seem that a fair amount discovered their
giftedness, or at least the extent of it, later in life.
5. Jacobsen: What is this new view on the
academic system? How can individuals, even with
profound giftedness, become bitter, hostile, and
resentful towards the university system as a
whole? Why is this more destructive, chaotic, and
counterproductive than the alternative?
Duplantis: Part of my issue was giftedness and part
was due to being a millennial. Our generation differs
greatly from others in that a vast majority do not
know what career they want to pursue early on, as the
older generations did. We are raised thinking we can
be whatever we want, not just what our parents were
or want us to be. This has its drawbacks. Too many
options are not always a good thing. I flipped
between multiple ideas on professions, but never
really settled on one. My zest for academia has only
come, as of recent. This is due to a purpose. With a
defined purpose, I have interest and excitement.
6. Jacobsen: What seems like the source among
some in the gifted and talented formal
communities feeling entitled to certain things in
life? This is not a norm, but a phenomenon, and
should be tackled head-on here, I feel.
Duplantis: Although I do believe these individuals
are few and far between as well, this is actually a
relatively simple answer. When you are of average
intelligence, you are raised to believe you can be
anything you want to be through hard work and
dedication. When you are known to be gifted, you are
told you are “smart” and will be a doctor, attorney,
etc. There is no stipulation assigned to these
professions. You are simply told that is what you will
be, due to your intelligence. No work necessary. This
harbours entitlement.
7. Jacobsen: What is the end goal of the Executive
Committee?
Duplantis: My goal is and always has been to pave
the way for my three and four-year-old boys. I want
them to be able to lol at what their “Papa” created
and be proud. They are both members of Mensa and
will, hopefully, some day be TNS members as well.
8. Jacobsen: What is the known research, the facts
and pathways and symptomatology, of the gifted
who are likely to enter into and are in juvenile and
adult facilities?
Duplantis: There has not been a significant amount
of research done, thus far. It has been more of
speculation. Since I am fresh into my program, I have
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only communicated with some local facilities, but
have yet to begin the research process.
9. Jacobsen: Why are deep emotions concomitant
with deep intellectual life? Why is a balance in
these domains important for a fulfilling, rich, and
meaningful life for the gifted and talented? Any
advice for men on the emotional level, as I am
referencing known stereotypes and images of men
in our societies?
Duplantis: This is a tough one. Truly. One of the
most difficult things I deal with is emotional
sensitivity and high moral conviction. These are
known traits of the highly gifted. I have struggled
with these my entire life and especially in
relationships. My wife’s enjoyment of recreational
marijuana has always been a topic of contention
between us. What I have learned over these nearly six
years is what truly matters. When I feel myself
becoming anxious about something, that I am usually
aware of being quite ridiculous, I ask myself if it will
matter in five years. When I realize that it probably

will not in five hours, I take a step back and try to
resolve the issue internally, prior to it being shown
externally. I have come a long way, but have longer
to go. Personal development is not a destination,
rather a journey.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Editor, Vidya, Triple Nine Society; Member,
Executive Committee, Triple Nine Society.
[2] Individual Publication Date: May 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/duplantistwo; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence
scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Abstract
James Gordon was born in 1987 in Denver, CO. He holds a Master of Fine Arts degree in Creative Writing
from Adelphi University (NY), and a BA in English from Western Washington University (WA). He has
worked a handful of different jobs, including in education and mental health. His hobbies include music,
writing, fitness, video games, movies, skiing, and reading. He is also an experimental musician who
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improvises on the piano and guitar. You can visit his YouTube channel here, where he has an online video
journal of some of his music. He lives with his wife in Washington State, where he plans to soon start a
family. He discusses: family life; adolescence; camaraderie and community; childhood heroes; great teachers;
feeling ahead of peers; introversion; early testing; young gifted going wrong; reliable societies for the high-IQ
in Mensa International, Intertel, Triple Nine Society, Prometheus Society, and the Mega Society; social skills’
guidance to health instincts and behaviours; identification, isolation, and reduction of the negative impacts of
individuals with delusions of grandeur; dealing with individuals harbouring said delusions in the past and
into the future; the importance of recovery and getting help; and life outside of rehabilitation.
Keywords: community, gifted, intelligence, IQ, James Gordon, youth.
An Interview with James Gordon on Family, the Young and Gifted, Community, Cautionary Notes, and
Recovery (Part One)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: When you reflect on
family life and being a young child, what were
some important sensibilities and points of life
experience in those moments for you? I am
thinking between the ages of 4 and 10.
James Gordon: I remember being very imaginative
as a kid, and fascinated by reading, writing, and
numbers from a young age. I loved fantasy, science
fiction, video games, music, magic cards, drawing,
anime…I tended to obsess a bit. I looked forward to
growing up and being able to live in the adult world,
but the mental world I had going was also pretty cool
to me. I didn’t like being made to feel I was just a
kid, I had a fairly mature mind from early on and
would fantasize a lot about alternate lives and
realities. That was my go-to activity when I was
alone or wanted to get away. I kept that secret and it
was my private world to enjoy. My parents would
notice me kind of gesturing and mouthing to myself,
my mom said I was “conducting” but it was more
than just that, I was playing out various roles in some
mixture of movie, book, game, alternate life, I think
for me it was some escapism. Eventually it went
away, but I can remember myself even fantasizing
this way in college; but the weird thing is that
sometimes the fantasies did become reality, so I think
it was also a form of planning. I think in some ways
I have always been a visionary. It was sometimes a
challenge for me to be treated like a kid, to have to
follow rules and do as I was told in the real world. I
used to ask “why” about many things, I was a
questioner, and I was curious about everything. I
wanted to do all of the things kids couldn’t do and I
was impatient about having to wait. I could also be
pretty rebellious during certain times and identified
with counterculture.
2. Jacobsen: Moving into adolescence, how was
the educational experience? Was there support for
giftedness? Was this identified at that time or
much later in life?

Gordon: I think that giftedness was recognized preadolescence but less so during adolescence. I feel that
I hit a rough patch during my adolescence. My
performance in school was sometimes very poor. In
fact, I was close to failing the seventh grade. If you
fail two classes, you can’t move onto the next grade,
and I had two Fs pretty close to the end of the year.
My dad had to talk to my teacher about it – she
wasn’t going to let me pass at first, but he negotiated
with her. The deal was for me to come in early for a
while and make up unfinished work. I don’t
remember the work being that hard, but I had missed
a bunch of assignments. I was really addicted to the
internet, TV, and video games, to the exclusion of
school work. I wasn’t very excited by school at all. I
had three big moves in succession (across the country
and then the world) during adolescence, and it was
hard to adapt to each new place. I feel there was more
support for my giftedness later on and in specific
environments.
3. Jacobsen: We’ve been doing a group discussion
for a bit. I have been praised, in private, for the
efforts in bringing everyone together in the highIQ communities at the highest levels with IQs
upwards of 168 to 192 on a standard deviation of
15. People who can test well, where the tests
appear to measure something generalized in
mentation. The psychological evidence appears
clear on this up to 4-sigma with much wider
margins of error above 4-sigma and on alternative
tests with smaller sample sizes produced by
independent test creators. Have you, or when have
you, felt a sense of camaraderie and community
with individuals within the high-IQ communities?
Gordon: I have formed quite a few online
friendships in these communities. I have never taken
part in any in-person IQ societies. There can certainly
be a sense of camaraderie, even online. There have
also been some bad seeds here and there. You get the
bad with the good; people who don’t belong there,
e.g. have cheated or conned others, sometimes due to
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mental illness or whatever, and sometimes
individuals who are there legitimately, but are
arrogant due to their intelligence, and don’t respect
others, or who are very close-minded due to their
beliefs about their and others’ intelligence. For the
most part, you do find nice and brilliant people who
you can connect with on some level.
4. Jacobsen: Who were childhood heroes for you
or inspiration, at least? Were there any books or
movies that really intrigued you? Why those, do
you think?
Gordon: I tended to idolize famous musical stars, so
whatever music I was into at the time, that was who I
wanted to be like. The first favorite I had was
actually Michael Jackson; my stepmom had a Thriller
cassette that she would let me listen to on our “Brick
Boy”, which was basically a handheld Tetris game
hat allowed you to listen to music while playing. My
first CD was Soundgarden – Superunknown. I was
guided by my older brothers’ musical tastes, and for a
while it was grunge, then hip-hop, electronic, I
collected a lot of CDs; then I moved away from my
brothers and became more independent in my tastes. I
got very into downloading music through online file
sharing, and explored many genres; metal, punk rock,
indie, classical, it went on and on. There is now
almost no genre of music I haven’t given at least
some attention to.
I always loved movies from a young age. I’ve now
seen more than like anyone I’ve met, really. I think I
would’ve made a great director, screenwriter, or actor
in another life. Even from when I was about 4, the
first R-rated movie we owned (and I watched quite
often) was Total Recall, also The Terminator. We all
thought Arnold Schwarzenegger was cool. I was
interested in almost any movie if it was rated R. I
wasn’t your average innocent kid, I think that having
older brothers led to me growing up a bit fast. The
same was true with books; I was really into Stephen
King because the swearing, sex, violence, etc was
attractive to me probably due to it being seen as
forbidden or mature or whatever. Before I could read
one of his books cover to cover, I would collect them
anyway and kind of browse through them. You could
say I was the biggest Stephen King fan who never
read one of his books (I owned several). My brothers
accused me of collecting books, because again I
acquired them but didn’t read them. I wanted to but
never could get through them, until about third grade
when I started to devour them.
5. Jacobsen: How can a great teacher really
change the course of a young gifted person’s life?

Gordon: A great teacher can really inspire and
motivate a student, but the student has to want to do
the work as well. A teacher/student relationship is
almost like a partnership. So it has to be a good fit in
both cases; teacher has to fit student, student has to fit
teacher. I’m sure there are teachers who I worked
horribly with but who other students worked
fantastically with. The personalities have to come
together harmoniously for the relationship to be a
good one. Otherwise, it can be a kind of educational
disaster. That being said, some teachers are good
with everyone. I remember a high school psychology
class teacher I had, who everyone liked. He was a
really nice guy, and the class was fun. In fact, I can
remember several teachers like that. Yet in college,
my favourite professor was not liked by everyone, he
was very polarizing in his approach. So it isn’t
always fair. There may only be a few students who
are really getting the most out of a potentially
excellent teacher, and others are unfortunately not
getting optimal education, because their personalities
conflict…but that’s life.
6. Jacobsen: Can you recall any moments in
adolescence or young adulthood where
you clearly felt far ahead of same-age peers?
Gordon: I remember that during adolescence, I
became kind of legendary in some online chat rooms
and virtual spaces, as being a very clever and likeable
kid. In school, I was pretty checked out, and my
teachers at school didn’t think all that much of me,
but people over the internet were really impressed
with me. I remember one online friend saying I was
“a mountain of knowledge”. So I think this helped
my self-esteem, it did feel good, but it didn’t exactly
correspond with how I was doing in my daily life.
According to the school system, I was not an
exceptional intellect. Even by the time high school
came around, I was in “easy” classes – I was a year
behind the norm in math (based on a placement test),
I wasn’t in any honours classes, and I wasn’t doing
especially well in terms of grades. I think on the one
hand I knew I was smart, but the system just didn’t
seem to be working for me, and I was a slacker. I
think I was distracted by other things and was having
a hard time getting motivated. I didn’t want to put in
the time, I wanted to play video games, watch TV,
and go online and hang out with mainly one or two
friends. Starting a little before adolescence, I was not
into school at all until the second half of high school.
So I actually felt that I was behind my peers. That
went for physical development as well, since I didn’t
seem to hit puberty until at least a year or two after
my peers. I wasn’t athletic and I was on the short side
(now I’m about 5’11). Also, I was overweight until I
was 15. So I felt pretty down about that.
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7. Jacobsen: Something struck me in the midst of
conducting interviews, even forming friendships
and working relationships (e.g., Rick Rosner for
over half of a decade), with members of the
strange, in a good way, world of the high range:
the solitude, the isolationism. Many, if they go out,
exist behind a screen. Why, why is this the case? Is
there an inherent fear of being seen for one’s true
self, making a recorded mistake on camera, or
some other sensitivity coming with the territory?
Gordon: I’ve definitely always been more or less an
introvert, but I tend to be pretty sociable if I’m in a
place I feel comfortable and like I fit in. As a little
kid I was extremely shy and then gradually got more
and more close with other people. I tend to have a
few very close friendships rather than a wide circle of
peripheral friends. I don’t talk about IQ tests with
people in daily life, generally speaking. Unless it
were to come up, I wouldn’t mention it. I’m a little
embarrassed about it, I think. It just doesn’t seem to
have much relevance, I see it as a niche hobby. I
think everyone would like to have some fame and
recognition, part of me wishes I’d be known widely
for my intellect or creativity, but I accept it’s not
likely to happen, and I’m not one to push my agenda
on others.
8. Jacobsen: Can you recall any moments of early
testing in life to see if you had any really, really
high cognitive abilities? Or was this a later-life
discovery? Somewhat of a departure from one of
the previous questions focusing on the high-range.
Gordon: I seem to remember I always did well on
standardized tests and so on. I also remember that I
was picked out by a teacher as being the strongest
reader in the class, when I was reading an adult novel
in third grade. Also, I vaguely remember being ahead
of the other kids in math when I was really young.
Up until adolescence, my report cards were always
great, but because I never saw the other kids’ report
cards, I didn’t really know if I was different or not. I
think that I did not fully realize I was on the very
gifted side for many years, it might have been a kind
of denial due to low self-esteem. I remember hearing
about kids who had skipped a grade or two, and to
me that just seemed above and beyond anything I
could ever do. It seemed I was in the appropriate age
group, and therefore I really couldn’t be all that smart
in the grand scheme.
9. Jacobsen: How do young gifted people go
wrong? How do young gifted people go right?
What can help societies turn the ledger more
towards positive outcomes in intellectual and
moral development rather than negative ones

indicated in criminality, mental health disorders,
anti-sociality, etc.?
Gordon: I think it’s worth going into my life a bit for
reference. I can see how I struggled for some years,
basically from pre-adolescence until late high school.
I was under-achieving in school, and didn’t have
much social confidence; I was quite overweight and
wasn’t able to successfully lose it until I was 15
(which felt amazing and marked a huge transition for
me). I also got into some issues in college later on,
mainly due to abusing substances (which started late
in my first year and accelerated quickly), which I
didn’t resolve until my late 20s. Also late in college, I
developed anorexia, and several years later gained
more weight, and then lost it, and gained it, etc; I yoyo’d quite a bit over the years. To this day I’m still
trying to get myself into my best shape. I was
diagnosed with schizoaffective disorder in my mid20s and suffered bipolar depression and psychosis for
a few years. By my late 20s, I was ready to put it all
behind me, and begin to quit using substances, and
seemingly got over my mental illness.
It’s hard to generalize my issues as being particular to
gifted people, though. I think with me it was a
confluence of factors that led to my difficulties. My
parents divorced when I was three, and there was
thus some instability and inconsistency in my life
from the start. Also, I was out of shape right during
that period when kids start to look for
girlfriends/boyfriends, and I didn’t get one until after
high school. I really longed for that kind of
connection but couldn’t seem to find it. I didn’t
attend prom or any of the school dances. I did go to a
lot of rock, punk rock, metal, etc concerts, I was
“straight edge” and didn’t use any substances, but
this was mainly because I and a handful of friends
were into that kind of music, and we were in the vast
minority. So I was always kind of a rebel and lone
wolf, even when I did have friends.
Granted, I think that there were always things I was
doing right, despite these issues. Not having many
friends or girlfriends led to emotional independence,
I got used to doing things on my own and enjoyed my
own company. Struggling academically and then
redeeming myself made me realize that I had the
ability to do it all along, I just wasn’t making the best
of it. Also, I was very into reading, games, movies,
and the like – generally solitary activities; I was selfsufficient. This led to a great deal of self-discipline as
well, once I got my act together. Missing out on some
social joy in life during those years led me to
appreciate it a lot more later on.
In college, I got out of my shell somewhat and made
a lot of friends. I also started to do better and better
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academically, and became a standout student all the
way through graduate school. I received a lot of
respect from my peers and teachers with regard to my
abilities, especially in English and music. I won a
short story contest my junior year in high school, and
was getting As in a lot of classes. I also tied for first
in a local piano competition in high school. In college
I remember I worked hard on an in-class essay on
Paradise Lost (for a Renaissance Literature class) and
received a 97; the teacher told me it was the highest
score he had given out on the in-class essay. I think
once I came back around academically, I basically
stayed on the good side.
I think that with me, my gifts tend to allow me to
focus on something to an intense degree. Sometimes
that can become a problem. For example, when I
wanted to lose weight and be thin, I became anorexic.
When I wanted to muscle up and gain weight to
combat the anorexia, I actually became very
overweight in the process of also getting stronger.
But once I got my mental health, substance use and
physical health under control, and was able to really
strike a balance, I was mostly able to stay on top of
my game.
I think some common issues I have with other gifted
are probably feelings of being different, some
problems fitting in, maybe social confidence issues as
result, being under-appreciated or unrecognized for
their talents, and also maybe boredom and discontent
with the norm, and broader social environment.
However, I think it’s also possible for gifted to not
suffer from these problems and to generally be more
like I was at my best (higher-achieving, creative,
original, socially competent). I feel I’ve had to carve
out my own path due to being unusual, and this can
be both a blessing and a curse for someone who is
highly intelligent.
10. Jacobsen: Who really stands out as a highly
balanced great intellect to you? Why them?
Gordon: Among people I know, my wife springs to
mind. She is an extremely bright individual, with a
Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering; she works for a
major tech company and is outstanding in her field.
She is fluent in Mandarin and English, and came all
the way from China to eventually start a life with me
(though we hadn’t met yet). If you were to interview
her, you would hear very little about any imbalances
or problems in her life. She has always done well
academically and professionally. She has had very
few emotional problems. Furthermore, she is an
exceptionally kind and compassionate person. To me,
she is the complete package, as they say.

Among people I know in IQ world, Dr. Kenneth
Ferrell has been a long-time email friend of mine,
and we have stayed lightly in touch over the years. In
addition to being a high scorer and medical doctor, he
always has a wise and humble outlook. I just get the
sense he understands a great deal more than most
others, but is not an overly complex or difficult
person as result, as some brilliant minds are.
Among famous people (past and present), many of
my personal heroes have not necessarily been of the
balanced variety. I’d say the majority of them have
had their quirks, e.g. Marcel Proust, Frederic Chopin,
Franz Liszt, James Joyce, Arthur Schopenhauer,
Sergei Rachmaninov. I think this is because I’m more
on the artistic/creative side, and such individuals
often are very eccentric and sometimes erratic. One
intellect who to me seems great and balanced is
Leonardo Da Vinci, known for a brilliant mind as
well as rational and equanimous temperament. Also,
Vladimir Nabokov, I’ve read was a kind and
admirable personality alongside his gifts.
Furthermore, I’d mention Carl Jung who was able to
understand and help people of all different kinds due
to his genius.
11. Jacobsen: After extensive vetting via the
Wikipedia editorial staff, the main high-IQ groups
considered the most legitimate appear to be
Mensa International, Intertel, the Triple Nine
Society, the Prometheus Society, and the Mega
Society. Thus, for those with an interest in
becoming part of a community with healthy
records, more democratic standards, less
likelihood of personality cults, and the like, please
look into those, what are other good resources for
the highly gifted and the profoundly gifted based
on the personal story and views expressed today?
Gordon: I have lately shied away from using
Facebook as a platform for IQ Societies. I think with
email-based groups, you may find people behaving in
less unhinged ways. These days I feel that Facebook,
in general, is not a good place for me, too chaotic. I
personally found the OATHS (Ron Hoeflin’s) and
Tetra (Mislav Predavec’s) societies to be really good
when I first signed up several years ago. I no longer
participate in those groups, so I am not totally sure
what they’re like now, but there were quite a few
really good people on there in those days. In Tetra
(which is a 160+ group), regardless of whether the
group was well-vetted enough or not, the people who
came forward to engage with me and others in the
discussion were clearly qualified to be in the group. It
was just obvious in corresponding with them that
they were extremely bright individuals, regardless of
the tests they may have used for admission.
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Otherwise, I’m not really that interested in IQ
societies per se, today. I think I just don’t take IQ
seriously enough as an actual, measurable thing, and
find people who do take it too seriously difficult to
tolerate. As Groucho Marx said, “I don’t want to
belong to any group that would have me as a
member”.
What I recommend for high IQ individuals is to find
a common interest group that has no admissions
criteria, but is self-selected based on something you
like; a hobby, for example. Check out the local film,
chess, drawing, jazz, philosophy, or you-name-it
clubs, and skip the IQ clubs (or rather, look into the
IQ groups, but don’t necessarily expect much, or feel
that’s the only place people will get you). There will
be smart people in hobby-based groups, and they’ll
be interested not in what everyone’s IQ is, but rather
what matters to you all: your shared interest. One of
my hopes in several years is to upgrade to a top-notch
piano, and then host meetups at my house, where
people can play music and get to know each other.
Anyone can do this kind of thing in their area, either
hosting or finding such a group; meetup.com is a
great resource.
12. Jacobsen: How can the young and highly
intelligent work on social skills to prevent the
dissolution of important social and emotional
bonds with age cohort peers?
Gordon: I think it has a lot to do with self-esteem,
and this affects the quality of friendships. During the
times in my youth when I was relatively better
socially (versus the lonelier or more alienated times),
I was able to reach out to others more, and make
friends with people I liked. I enjoyed approaching
people and getting to know them, and I was
respectful and genuinely cared about them. This
included girls I found attractive or just found it easier
to relate to once I had more confidence, or guys who
seemed friendly or interesting. During the more
socially uncomfortable times, I didn’t have very good
quality friendships and had a hard time seeking them
out, sometimes my social connections were merely
acquaintances, or somewhere in between, and I spent
more time alone. Confidence is really important, and
I think that has to happen as result of physical,
emotional, and intellectual health. With a balanced
sense of self-esteem comes the ability to relate to
others in a healthy way.
13. Jacobsen: How can the highly intelligent
person be guided and mentored towards healthy
instincts and behaviours rather than socially and
interpersonally deleterious ones as expressed in
some of the above responses?

Gordon: I think it’s all about how good they feel
about themselves while also being compassionate and
respectful towards others. Thus it will depend upon
the specific barrier for a given person. For me, it was
a rather tough issue of needing to lose weight. That
was like the missing piece, and once I had done it,
my social world improved a great deal (my
worldview and self-perception changed). Suddenly I
could talk to people much more easily and my selfconsciousness diminished. I ended up losing weight
of my own volition, it seemed that no degree of
coaching or mentorship was of much help until that
point. Sometimes trying too hard to get someone to
do something only makes the person struggle with it
or resist even more. Even kids need to be mainly selfmotivated, in order for lasting, productive, and
significant changes to be made in their lives. I think
one thing to do is give them the resources, the
information, and the options, and they’ll put them
together for themselves. Don’t push too hard, let the
intelligent child help themselves. Also don’t make it
easy for them to do badly, try to create circumstances
that are optimized to them benefiting themselves, and
as result, they’ll socialize more effectively as well.
14. Jacobsen: When you find people who rest their
identity on IQ tests, and can have delusions of
grandeur, I have two questions there. One, what
can help identify, isolate, and reduce the negative
impacts of such individuals within the
communities of the high-IQ?
Gordon: I think such narcissistic delusions may
follow very much from narrow and rigid perceptions
of IQ itself. It’s really a wild card, in that there is a
very wide range of attitudes that individuals have
towards it. You can see how delusions of grandeur
follow from people taking IQ too literally or with too
much importance. I’m definitely on the other side; I
tend to see IQ tests (in particular, the untimed variety
I have focused on as a hobby and pastime) to be
mainly intellectual contests and problem-solving
collections, which are an opportunity for intelligence
and creativity, in test designer and testee. They can
also be an effective educational tool. The IQ score
(deviation score that follows from such tests) as I see
it, is only a very rough estimate of what that
particular performance might suggest in terms of
statistical rarity. I feel that the notion of having a set
IQ and being able to measure it with a simple test is
inherently wrong.
Thus, holding incorrect notions about the nature of
IQ, can lead to people who have taken IQ tests and
received a score to illogically believe they’re of a
certain status (which is immutable), because of a
score. It’s like a cult or caste system in a way, to
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believe this. Mainly it is the official, proctored tests
that have successfully convinced people they hold the
key to IQ, but also you find some of this mentality
with unsupervised tests. Therefore the solution is to
promote more balanced and realistic philosophies,
like the ones I and many others hold.
15. Jacobsen: Two, what has been done in the past
if anything? Alternative two, if nothing, what can
be done, especially for those reading this in the
future or now?
Gordon: I see two things that have been done, one
positive and one negative. One thing that many high
range tests do right is to state that the IQ score given
shouldn’t be taken as hard fact. One thing they often
do wrong is to say that what can be taken as a hard
fact is a supervised test score. This perpetuates the
authoritativeness of proctored scores (which I tend to
see as commercial products trying to sell you
something) and the ethos of unsupervised tests being
cheap, take-at-home imitations of the official tests,
that can’t hold a candle to the official exams. IQ
scores should not be about self-worth or status, that’s
both morally and logically wrong.
I don’t feel there is necessarily that much we can do
or should have to do, to reshape others’ fallacious
conclusions about IQ. It’s really a matter of belief,
and you will likely waste a lot of your energy arguing
with people about it. I’ve spent considerable time
trying to play devil’s advocate to others’ ideas that I
feel are overly assumptive and naive about the nature
of intelligence, in particular with regards to its
quantification and appraisal. Because the basic notion
of IQ and its measurement is so incredibly flawed
from the start, I think you’re walking into a minefield
in the IQ groups if you don’t believe in it already, or
aren’t open to it.
16. Jacobsen: What is the impact on love in life?
Noam Chomsky notes; he can’t tell you what it is,
but that life is empty without it. I have never said
this in public. However, with the loves in my life, I
can attest to this. Everyone I’ve ever loved retains
a special place in my heart, my memories – never
forgotten.
Gordon: I agree with you about love, it is possibly
the meaning of life itself. However, it doesn’t need to
be limited to romantic and erotic love, but extends
naturally also to love of family, of community,
society, of some other purpose, even of ourselves. I
say this because I know not everyone falls in love
romantically, or succeeds to thrive in such
arrangements. Love, in general, is the passion behind
our actions that drives us, and it exists in unhealthy
and disturbed forms as well as healthy ones. The

darker manifestations of love border on hate, and thus
therefrom can be found a conceivable spectrum of
human motivation and behaviour. Love is the
irrational fire in us, the devotion and attachment
which makes us human. It is the lack of love, in
receiving and giving, that brings about sadness,
loneliness, anger, and many other dark emotions.
17. Jacobsen: What is the importance of men
getting help with alcoholism or other substance
abuse? How can we shift the conversation in the
public of one on the individual alcoholic or drug
addict as someone sick and requiring medical and
psychological health attention rather than
someone failing morally or in some manner
spiritually or mentally crippled, and incapable of
managing life?
Gordon: I think that many people these days are
well-informed about alcoholism as a condition rather
than simply a lifestyle choice or a moral
transgression (they understand people get addicted
and it’s very hard to quit, something they almost
cannot control), yet there may be too much of an
emphasis on it as some specific individual condition,
when it is, in fact, symptomatic of a larger social
condition shared by more than just the alcoholics, of
which individual alcoholic cases are just the extreme
occurrences. It still has a way to go towards
becoming recognized as a social problem rather than
an individual one. The simple fact is that alcoholism
is the result of alcoholic drink being made available
(produced) and marketed (sold), in conjunction with
the psychological reasons existing which will turn
people to drink for escape. It’s like any other drug.
Once it is brought to the level of any other drug in
terms of stigma, people will see more clearly that,
although we aren’t legalizing cocaine, meth, heroin,
or any other “street drug”, we are legalizing
something essentially as bad, which if not used in a
safe way, will be used to self-medicate depression,
anxiety, etc. and will result in abuse, and harm.
Legalizing it makes it more widespread and
encourages its use.
The addiction itself is an often unavoidable chemical
and biological result; if people take in a substance of
this chemical composition, especially in large doses,
they risk becoming addicted. It’s a “use at your own
risk” situation. It’s a kind of poison that feels good,
and which isn’t dangerous in lower doses, but is
nevertheless poisonous in general. Many can and do
use it safely, but this is also true of the other drugs I
mentioned, and many cannot use it safely or are
somewhere on the borderline between usage that’s
okay and not okay. This has largely to do with the
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psychological and circumstantial particulars of the
person using it.

there is always a situational reason why they’re using
in the first place.

Am I saying alcohol should be illegal or other drugs
legal? Honestly, I don’t know what the answer is, I
think it’s a complicated question, it depends who you
are trying to please (and you can’t please everyone).
I’ve messed with it enough times to know it’s not
wise for me to use it in any capacity. I wonder if it
would be best for all of society to take this attitude,
but at the same time, I can’t decide that for others.

18. Jacobsen: How is life outside of rehab now?
(Thank you for sharing, by the way.)

As for getting help to the addict; when I was in rehab,
I was talking to some people who had been there
seven times (this was a month-long program).
Without the tools to succeed on the outside, relapse is
really common (it happened to me shortly after I got
out). This is when it becomes clear that the broader
social environment is not always conducive to
recovery. With alcohol, and marijuana ads in some
states, on every other billboard, and liquor and pot
stores every mile or so, and marketing often targeted
at those with lower income, it’s no wonder people
have a hard time being clean and sober. AA is also
not right for everyone, due to some cult-like and
religious aspects that will be counter-productive for
many. Addicts are ultimately filling a hole in their
lives by using, and unless they can fill that with
something healthy, they’re going to have trouble not
reaching for those substances again and again.
Substances release those endorphins that are
associated with positive feelings. This is often one of
the only ways they can get pleasure in their lives, so

Gordon: Sure, no problem. Life is good now.
Sometimes social occasions can be a little awkward
or uncomfortable because others will, of course, be
drinking and enjoying themselves that way, it’s
unavoidable. I feel a bit like I have to be an adult and
everyone else gets to be a kid. I guess I just have to
remind myself that it’s necessary, and remember why
I’m sober in the first place.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] M.F.A., Creative Writing, Adelphi University
(NY); B.A., English, Western Washington University
(WA).
[2] Individual Publication Date: May 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/gordon-one;
Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence
scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Member), and THIS (Distinguished Member). He discusses: family nurturance; early social life; family
history; redoing things in youth; academic progress in elementary and high school; early intellectual
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An Interview with Dionysios Maroudas on Giftedness and Early Life (Part One)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Did your family
nurture giftedness?
Dionysios Maroudas: My family wasn’t what we
use to call “average family”. My parents got divorced
when I was 7 and my father moved abroad one year
later. Therefore, my fostering was mostly my 7-years
older sister’s and my aunt’s job. As a result, nurturing
giftedness was never their main purpose because of
their stress to raise me like a “normal kid”. What
really helped and triggered my curiosity, was the
better achieved communication because of our small
age difference and her ability to turn math tasks into
funny games since I was 3.
2. Jacobsen: How was some social life growing up?
I am thinking of the fun activities and works and
more casual parts of life make life worth one’s
while.

Maroudas: Growing up was mainly entertaining!
Since I was a child, I remember myself playing with
friends in squares, playing fields, even in the Athens’
roads. Before my teens, I can’t remember how many
times my mother came back from work at night,
searching for me in my neighbourhood where I
would have spent my time playing with other kids.
(laughing)
My adolescence was full of intensity, doubt of
expertise and amusement. A social teen, with
incongruous friends, adapting and matching with
machos and nerds equally. A guy you could find on a
trendy nightclub’s table dancing with Greek folk
music and the very next evening, drinking beer in his
favourite rock-metal bar with a bunch of long-haired
punks.
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3. Jacobsen: Was there a history of high
intelligence in the family based on the recorded
achievements of the family?
Maroudas: In my family, I had none with a recorded
high intelligence achievement. And that’s the reason
I never stopped asking them the name of my real
parents and information about their financial status
[Laughing].
4. Jacobsen: If you could do something over again
in youth, what would this thing be?
Maroudas: I would try not to be content with
mediocrity. I would also try to have more selfconfidence, even if this doesn’t constitute a smart
person’s characteristic. Last but not least, I cultivate
the importance of entrepreneurship for my future.
5. Jacobsen: How was academic progress in
elementary school through high school?
Maroudas: As a student, I was attracted only by
maths. I remember my teacher in second class in
elementary school, who tried to teach my classroom
the meaning of fractions. He brought a few kgs of
fruits and said that for every correct answer, the
pupils could take the peace of the fruit that
represented the fraction and eat it. After a few
minutes I had so many fruits, they were impossible to
be consumed by a 6 years old child. In the following
years, I had less desire for studying and I felt like
school was boring and meaningless, and this was
obvious in my grades. Furthermore, my last teacher,
in elementary school, advised my mother to have me
examined by an expert because she translated my
boredom in her class into mental retardation. After 6
years in elementary school in Greece, secondaryschool lasts for 3 years and 3 more is for the highschool.
In secondary school, I had a math teacher who
noticed my ability in maths. To keep me in vigilance
she used to cut grades from my tests for my bad
handwriting or for writing the result without
explaining it. Similar was at high-school.
I was never a bad student, always an average with
high grades at maths.
6. Jacobsen: What were some of the earlier
intellectual interest while growing up?
Maroudas: I knew how to dismantle a toy with a
screwdriver since I was 4 and how to use its motor
and lights with a single battery. Does this count?
(laughing)
When I was a kid, I was attracted to collecting
information and knowledge in two strict conditions.

First, it shouldn’t be written in a school book.
Second, it couldn’t last a lot.
I enjoyed reading books and articles about
psychology, theology, medicine, sports training and
cars.
7. Jacobsen: Were some of the developments of
early life reflecting what would later echo in the
high-IQ world for you?
Maroudas: As I mentioned, I was never what we call
“wonder-kid”. Neither I cared about being one. I was
satisfied being an average young, as I was expected,
and it demanded the least effort by me. Only when
someone challenged me or rewarded me, in maths, or
in complex problems, he could understand that the
solution would come to me so fast, it seemed I had
guessed it.
8. Jacobsen: What have been some postsecondary
academic qualifications or achievements for you?
Maroudas: I hold a bachelor’s degree in Marketing
from the University of West Attica, in Athens.
9. Jacobsen: How have these translated into
financial or professional success for you if this is
an important part of life for you?
Maroudas: Since I finished school, I had been
compelled to work for my expenses. As a student in
Marketing, before I turned 18, I was privately
tutoring maths for secondary and high school
students. When I was 21, I started working for a
telecommunication shop and 8 months later I was
promoted to the shop’s manager. After one year I got
promoted to an internal sales inspector and peer
coach for a group of shops. My promotion brought
me responsibilities and higher income, but it also
deprived me of finishing my studies on time and
made me postpone my plans for postgraduate studies.
In general, I can’t say that I ever got paid back for my
work or for my abilities. Working in Greece during
the biggest financial crisis from 2009 until present, I
had to face unfairness and exploitation several times
in my career, but I’m not a quitter.
10. Jacobsen: What do you think is important for
the highly intelligent and focused to find in a
lifework for themselves?
Maroudas: It is said, that an intelligent brain
receives plenty of unwanted information, in a similar
way that an irritated nerve feels the pain of every soft
touch. This tends to abstract its owner from his/her
goals. So, staying “focused” is vitally important, as
you mentioned. Given that, you must acquire the big
picture of time. Patience and persistence are the best
tools to succeed in this. And all these are required to
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obtain the main goal of every genius which is
something to echo in time. The continuation of our
existence after our death.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, ISI-Society; Member, Mensa; Grand
Member, Grand IQ Society; Distinguished Member,
THIS.
[2] Individual Publication Date: May 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/maroudas-

one; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence
scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Abstract
Christian is a Philosopher that comes from Belgium. What identifies him the most and above all is simplicity,
for everything is better with “vanilla flavour.” Perhaps, for this reason, his intellectual passion is criticism
and irony, in the sense of trying to reveal what “hides behind the mask,” and give birth to the true. For him,
ignorance and knowledge never “cross paths.” What he likes the most in his leisure time, is to go for a walk
with his wife. He discusses: personal background; family life; mentors and guardians, or not; schooling;
discovery of high intelligence; life with friends and authorities in school; postsecondary education; work;
intellectual pursuits; giftedness and intelligence; moral training ad intellectually training with moral training
as fundamental; Trump as someone with delusions of grandeur; and an aphorism from Nietzsche;
maintaining a low profile; production of good judgment; early ironic attitude as a defence mechanism, and
healthy humour and unhealthy humour; social integration; never feeling truly challenged as a student; 185+
(S.D. 15) IQ; the Triple Nine Society; smartest people in history; coming to terms with the world, or having a
“mutual misunderstanding”; kindness; an internal sense of synchrony; and the helpfulness of marriage for
more balance, and having the right person to find or the right person find you; recommendation of marriage
on a qualification; high-IQ communities dealing with problem personalities; Mensa International, Intertel,
Triple Nine Society, Prometheus Society, and the Mega Society, and the reason for joining the Triple Nine
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Society; self-identification as a philosopher; isolation; shyness; being a strange guy; odd jobs; examples of not
being a team player; dropping out of medical school; practical reason and extreme intelligence; having a
daughter; symbolization of reality as crucial for morality; failures as essential to the development of good
judgment; other things a life partner is to him; lifework as a philosopher; closing the gap between the world
and himself; the reason for choosing W.A. Mozart, F. Nietzsche, F. Hegel, and F. Schelling as the smartest
people in history; humanization and the giving up of oneself; child’s eye of things not adding up;
Wittgenstein’s violent streak; and purported IQs of 200+ S.D. 15.
Keywords: Belgium, Christian Sorenson, F. Hegel, F. Nietzsche, F. Schelling, giftedness, intelligence, IQ, marriage,
philosophy, W.A. Mozart.
An Interview with Christian Sorenson on Profound Giftedness, Early Life, Marriage, Philosophy, and a Low
Profile (Part One)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Can you recount some
personal background for the audience today?
Those relevant facets of the personal identity that
existed before you.
Christian Sorenson: I am a Philosopher that always
has been low profile, even though I have had
extremely high academic qualifications, and that my
parents knew that I was profoundly gifted since the
very beginning, I detested notoriety in all order of
things, I really hated hearing every day that I was a
“great genius.”
2. Jacobsen: Now, family life is a bit different and
more within young life. What were some dynamics
there? The what and the hows of being raised with
profound giftedness.
Sorenson: During my young life I was a very
isolated person, even though I made efforts, for not, it
was exceedingly difficult for me to have friends or a
“girlfriend,” because I was shy. I usually was seen as
a “nut” or “nerd” by the rest, I had lots of troubles
with relationships, in general, the feedback I received
from others was of being a “strange” guy. My parents
took a “hard job” raising in the sense of giving
emotional support and understanding me.
3. Jacobsen: Mentors outside of guardians can be
helpful too. Did you happen to have some of these
to foster some intellectual growth, channel it?
Sorenson: Unfortunately, no, I was very sensitive
and close with my self, I gave them an “impossible
task,” usually they despaired with me, I turned them
“pissed off” with my constant ironic attitude, the last
since I was about five years old.
4. Jacobsen: How was schooling – bumpy or
smooth, accelerated or not?
Sorenson: Very accelerated, always I got bored with
everything, my mentors expected that I finished high
school when I was under ten, but my parents opposed
because they estimated I was emotionally very

immature. The academic environment has always
been unpleasant for me.
5. Jacobsen: Was high intelligence found early in
life, or not? I am trying to sense two aspects here.
One is the proxies, the unusually advanced age
stuff. Another is the formal testing if any (and if
any, to what extent).
Sorenson: Yes, since pre-school. I was tested several
times, in 5th grade with WISC (Wechsler Scale), my
estimated IQ with full scale extrapolated was 180
sd15 at that time.
6. Jacobsen: How was life with friends and
authorities in school, in work, and so on, moving
into later adolescence and young adulthood?
Sorenson: It was difficult, I had big difficulties for
social integration, even though I tried to do my best
most of the time. I respected authority, but at the
same time, I had an overly critical attitude with it and
everything. Usually, I was anxious and grumpy
because of the slowness I felt from my environment.
I never adapted to a job or for working as a team.
7. Jacobsen: What about some postsecondary
education? What have been some of the areas of
focus for you? Have these been pleasurable, or
other, experiences for you?
Sorenson: I always was disorientated; I guess in
almost everything. At that time, I went to medical
school, with outstanding qualifications, that
afterwards I left dumped on the road, though I spent
my time fooling around, lifting weights, and boxing.
8. Jacobsen: How about work? What have been
some of the places where you have worked and
found the most productivity and financial gain, or
intellectual interest?
Sorenson: One of the few works I had was as
Professor in University for post-graduate students. A
couple of times they offered me to be Dean of
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Philosophy, but I rejected it. I disliked teaching
because I lack patience with students.
9. Jacobsen: What are some of the intellectual
pursuits – ahem – pursued on the side for you?
How have these been taken as simply an innate
interest? What ones have taken time to develop an
interest more organically over time because you
did not see the immediate interest or value in them
before?
Sorenson: I took for my Ph.D. from bachelor’s
degree 24 months, meanwhile, I spent half a day in
the gym and taking care of my daughter, I did it in
Italian without speaking a word at the beginning, and
I earned a double summa cum laude 10.0 in my
Master’s Degree and Ph.D. thesis, and a final
qualification of 9.8 summa cum laude. Paradoxically
for me, this “pursuit” means almost nothing, in the
sense that academic degrees and qualifications, as IQ
scores also do, are less than “flatus vocis.”
10. Jacobsen: Let us set the stage for Part Two
with the question on giftedness and intelligence,
what are they? How are they similar? How are
they different? How can these, as neutral cognitive
architectural outputs, be used for good and for
bad?
Sorenson: For me,the concept of IQ is not equivalent
to intelligence, the former is a reductive construct,
meanwhile the last is much more complex and simple
at the same time, and immeasurable, perhaps more
identifiable with the concept of intuition in the sense
of “intus-leggere,” that’s to say the capacity of
reading things inside. Giftedness is the category
segment of highest IQ scores represented in the
extreme right portion of normality curve, in that
sense semantically speaking, belongs to the IQ and
not to the concept of intelligence. The point here is
not “how these can be used,” because this has to be
with the “natural selection” force that operates over
these. That’s to say, the dilemma “good-bad used of”
exists just until a certain level of IQ-intelligence, over
that, I believe necessarily there’s only one option:
“IQ-intelligence good use,” since the inclination
towards good would constitute a form of the
“practical reason” in extremely gifted, who besides
represent an extremely low rarity in nature.
11. Jacobsen: What is the importance of moral
training alongside intellectual training to keep the
ledger more towards intelligence used for good
rather than bad? What are some examples of this,
e.g., cults of personality, cult-like entities,
delusions of grandeur, isolationism, terrorism,
extremism in politics or religion, etc.?

Sorenson: For me morality is fundamental, I believe
there is a positive correlation between higher level of
intelligence and higher morality. I think badness like
terrorism, and extremism in all order of things, are
linked to the inability to symbolize reality, and for
integrating opposite elements in a superior synthesis.
I admire Platon, since I believe “to know is to
contemplate.”
12. Jacobsen: Any examples come to mind of those
with delusions of grandeur?
Sorenson: Trump.
13. Jacobsen: Who else do you admire? Any other
aphorisms that stand out from them?
Sorenson: Nietzsche, when he says that “god doesn’t
dance with man.”
14. Jacobsen: Why maintain such a low profile?
How can the community of the gifted avoid
personality cult-like groups or, on the individual
level, delusions of grandeur?
Sorenson: Because for me maintaining a low profile
is a consequence. I believe in this point the opposite
of above, that’s to say there’s a negative correlation
between “intelligence” and delusions of grandeur. I
feel that the higher intelligence is, the higher the
awareness of “agnosticism” you have. Feeling that
higher intelligence serves to realize that you are even
more far of knowledge, “makes me feel sick” of
having delusions of grandeur. I believe that irony is a
useful tool to employ “with” gifted community in the
order they avoid what you say.
15. Jacobsen: What produces good judgment
alongside high intelligence?
Sorenson: The experience of failures.
16. Jacobsen: Was the early ironic attitude a
defense mechanism? Is humour reflective of high
intelligence? What is healthy humour? What is
unhealthy humour of those who need things made
explicit here?
Sorenson: Yes, it was. Humour is reflective of that
only if it has multiple significations. I believe that if
humour makes you laugh, that’s involuntary, and if
that is right, then that’s unconscious, and if this last is
true, then is because “something happens” deep in
your psyche, in consequence this can be healthy since
allows you to free yourself from something that made
you suffer. Unhealthy humour is something that has
an obvious meaning.
17. Jacobsen: How is social integration for you
now? How is the disorientation feeling now? Any
reasons for the changes in it?
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Sorenson: For me until now social integration it is a
headache. Crowds cause my autonomic sensory
nerves to collapse, and if is noisy it’s even worst, it
makes me crabby. In small social groups, I usually
rest in silence because I don’t know what to talk
about. I feel more comfortable in one-on-one social
interactions. Usually, people get bored listening to
me because they say I explain things in a weird and
reverberant way. Really I don’t feel any change from
others, perhaps of myself yes, since I arrived at the
conclusion that there’s no remedy. Regarding the
disorientation, I feel that now it’s less chronic and
more acute, my wife in this chapter has been
important emotional support.
18. Jacobsen: Did you ever feel truly challenged as
a student?
Sorenson: Never.
19. Jacobsen: Above 180 (S.D.15), what would be
the best measurement of intelligence for you?
Sorenson: Actually I don’t have the best
measurements because since early they have been
indeed consistent. Three years ago also in the
Wechsler Scale with WAIS form R, my estimated IQ
with full scale extrapolated was 185+ sd15.
20.Jacobsen: Wikipedia references five societies of
all those vetted: Mensa International, Intertel,
Triple Nine Society, Prometheus Society, and the
Mega Society. If someone wants to become
involved in a reliable high-IQ society, a safe one,
then those are by far the best bets. What are other
resources for the various levels of the highly
intelligent, whether young or old?
Sorenson: I belong to Triple Nine Society. I feel
from one side that it should be a stricter segmentation
between moderately, highly and profoundly gifted,
especially regarding this last with the two formers
ones since there’s an essential qualitative difference.
Universities should open and value especially to
profoundly gifted, for the value they have in
themselves, and therefore integrate them to their
communities in some field of study.
21. Jacobsen: Who seem like the smartest people
in history to you? You can rank-order, or not, if
you like. This isn’t a trivial point, as this is an
obvious obsession and trend in the high-IQ
communities.
Sorenson:
1.

W.A. Mozart

2.

Nietzsche

3.

Hegel

4.

Schelling
22. Jacobsen: How does one come to terms with
the world as a nearly 6-sigma person?
Sorenson: Though I feel from my side that I have
“made peace” with it, until now I still continue
feeling that between us, there’s a “mutual
misunderstanding.”
23. Jacobsen: What is the importance of kindness
growing up, for oneself as a perfectionist and for
others for a more harmonious and ethical life?
Sorenson: Both, personally for me and for others, I
feel kindness growing up is not only fundamental but
crucial, since precisely this is the break point that
“tips the balance” towards harmony and ethical life
or not. In my personal history, the lack of kindness
growing, has to be the most critical factor regarding
the core of what I feel as my emotional handicap.
24. Jacobsen: What is the internal sense of
asynchrony growing up as a very intelligent child?
Sorenson: It is to have the permanent feeling that
things don’t “add up.”
25. Jacobsen: Is marriage helpful in becoming
more balanced emotionally and socially in the
world?
Sorenson: It depends, is helpful if you find the right
person, or rather said if the right person finds you.
26. Jacobsen: Would you recommend marriage to
other highly intelligent people?
Sorenson: Sure, as long as it’s recommendable, and
that depends on who is the other.
27. Jacobsen: How can the high-IQ communities
deal with problem personalities through formal
and informal mechanisms, whether megalomania,
malignant narcissism, or patterns of verbal and
emotional abuse, or simply sexist or racist
sentiments?
Sorenson: First of all, you need to keep in mind, in
my opinion, that those problem personalities are to be
found “up to” a certain level of IQ score, above
which it’s unlikely. In consequence, deontologically
speaking, there are essential differences between the
segments of the gifted. Saying this, it must be noted
that the former one corresponds to a failure of the
sense of reality, and it is likely to be a disorder of the
individual sphere, meanwhile others refer to
antisocial behaviours which are frankly dangerous
since they put at direct risk, physical and mental
integrity of others, and that’s always serious. In this
sense these last, in the high-IQ communities, need to
have both, symbolic and real limits. That’s to say,
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besides having internal sanctions and criminal
prosecutions, communities simultaneously with
demanding high IQ’s, they should also request some
kind of recognition from the community to which
that person belongs.
28. Jacobsen: Mensa International, Intertel,
Triple Nine Society, Prometheus Society, and the
Mega Society are the five mentioned before. Why
join the Triple Nine Society? What are the main
positives gathered from it?
Sorenson: Until a while ago I did not want to enter to
any of these Societies in my reluctance towards
everything related to intellectuality. It was my wife
who contacted authorities of Mensa at that time to
explain my case, and to tell them that my scores were
far above the ceilings of intelligence scales, and
besides, that she “was and is” absolutely convinced,
and not because she “fell in love,” that I have the
highest IQ in the world. Therefore, asked for advice,
because was concerned as she felt that something
“was missing” in my life, they suggested to her that I
should better go to Triple Nine Society since the
minimum IQ for entering was much higher than
Mensa, and in consequence, I would feel more
comfortable. I followed the suggestion of my wife,
but not too convinced, because I thought as I do now,
that I am “normal” or “average.” Anyhow, the point
was that maybe in that place, perhaps I would not
have the sensation of being discriminated against.
The other reason is related to the fact that I am
critical with the High Range IQ test regarding their
validity and reliability. I have known very “magical”
and “mysterious” cases of persons who earned a
meagre score of 160 in WAIS, and after they show
scores above 200 sd15 with High Range IQ Test. I
guess that in these, the “burden” of doubt would fall
more down than up. Triple Nine Society worked only
with a supervised test applied by psychologists,
which for me was more serious and reliable.
29. Jacobsen: Why self-identify first as a
“Philosopher”?
Sorenson: Because I detest academic and
degree “labels”. I feel that “being a philosopher”
probably identifies me since I was five. Besides, I
have what is needed for being a Philosopher, that’s to
say I have enough idleness, the simplicity of things
amazes me and I am unpopular enough.
30. Jacobsen: In your isolation, did you ever feel
alone? Or did you feel more at home? Knowing
we’re, in some manner, kindred somehow, I,
probably, already know the answer.
Sorenson: I used to feel alone in my periods of
isolation, since it commonly was a forced isolation.

For me one of the worst sensations is loneliness,
definitely, I dislike it and psychologically unbalances
me.
31. Jacobsen: Is shyness more common or less
common among the highly intelligent?
Sorenson: I believe it is more common.
32. Jacobsen: What type of “‘strange’ guy”?
Sorenson: Someone who most of the time was in
silence because he didn’t know what to talk about.
Who spoke in a weird way, with a “different tune”
and used to dress with very bad taste.
33. Jacobsen: For those jobs where you did not
adapt, what were those in the past before
academic work?
Sorenson: Not only before, but also after. Brothel
bouncer, bodyguard, street fighter and blueberry
seasonal picker.
34. Jacobsen: What are examples of not being a
team player in teenage and young adult years?
Sorenson: I hated recess at school, team sports, and
group works in school and university.
35. Jacobsen: Why drop out of medical school?
Why begin lifting weights and boxing?
Sorenson: I did the three at the same time. I dropped
out of medical school just because I got bored. I was
bored of getting straight 10.0 in everything and
feeling that I was wasting my time, even though they
gave me work as an assistant student in some lab
researches. In fact, it happened something completely
unusual, since the dean of Medicine called my father
for a meeting with him and other professors, and they
implored my father that I don’t drop out of my
studies. I felt the envy of professors.
36. Jacobsen: Can you elaborate on practical
reason in extreme intelligence, as a rare
combination, please? The idea of practical reason
and the reason for the rarity of the combination
outside of obvious statistical expectations of the
rarity in combining two uncommon traits.
Sorenson: I believe that practical reason are innate
forms with a structural basis in the Central Nervous
System of extreme intelligence linked with the
Amygdala of the Limbic System and the Frontal
Lobe.
37. Jacobsen: How does having a child, a
daughter, change the perspective on life and the
passage of time?
Sorenson: Not really, for me, the family
constellation was the most important and after the
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divorce, since I suppose who was my wife found a
guy less boring than me, I saw the collapse of that
and the loss of my daughters. For me, the physical
distance implies also emotional distancing, because
being a “remote” father, in my opinion, is never
comparable to be a father every day “in situ”.
38. Jacobsen: Why relate symbolization of reality
with morality? Is there another manner in which
to formulate this thought?
Sorenson: Is related because, the lack of
symbolization doesn’t allow one to relate with the
world of ideas, and forces you to relate exclusively to
the reality of the thing itself, with nothing that
mediates between you and reality. This adherence to
concrete reality, produces strong feelings of
frustration because for different reasons, things in
reality are not always accessible, and finally this
brings, along with the fact that there are no ideational
models that act as values, to behaviours without
impulse control that are at odds with morality.
39. Jacobsen: What makes failures consequential
for the development of good judgment among the
highly intelligent?
Sorenson: Since that leads you to flex you towards
yourself, and in that movement the conscience of
good judgement may arise.
40. Jacobsen: Other than emotional support, what
is a life partner to you?
Sorenson: The chance to live complicity with, as
much as possible.
41. Jacobsen: Have you chosen a lifework as a
Philosopher?
Sorenson: I guess so, I am intrigued by the
relationship between present and eternity.
42. Jacobsen: What might close the gap between
the world and you – the “mutual
misunderstanding”?
Sorenson: The remorse, tremor and grief.
43. Jacobsen: Why select W.A. Mozart, F.
Nietzsche, F. Hegel, and F. Schelling?
Sorenson: Because they symbolize four traits of my
personality respectively: the irony, will, ambivalence
and crypticism.
44. Jacobsen: Regarding morality as fundamental,
kindness as key, and a failure of the sense of
reality” as a basis for the delusions of grandeur
and the problem personalities in the high-IQ
communities, prominent or not, how can a

recalibration towards reality build more kindness
in high-IQ communities, inside in the apparently
personality-disjunct broken-fragmented
individuals, and, in essence, move communities of
the high-IQ not only towards communities as
communities, but communities of kindness,
compassion, care, with a sense of reality as in
high-IQ communities as moral communities?
Sorenson: Through a process of
humanization, which consists in “giving up the desire
for oneself”.
45. Jacobsen: From a child’s eye, what doesn’t
“add up”?
Sorenson: The way I thought and felt the world and
myself, and the way the world saw me.
46. Jacobsen: Wittgenstein used to hit students for
not doing math problems. He was sort of smart,
but he gets discounted based on this behaviour,
somehow, to me. His abusive nature and cruelty.
Sorenson: A traumatic brain injury wasn’t going to
make things better… From my point of view, there
are things that are in the order of “metaphysical
impossibility,” and that cannot be changed.
47. Jacobsen: For the audience today, what is the
statistical rarity of 200 S.D. 15? I ask this to give
an idea of the extreme rarity extrapolated,
statistically, if such an IQ score represents a true
IQ score. Then the public can make personal
judgments as to the reasonable of claims of 200 or
200+ IQs if assumed on an S.D. of 15. I think that
should suffice for Part One.
Sorenson: It is a rarity of one in every seventy-six
billion in the general population. That’s to say
thirteen times the current world population. Therefore
whoever claims to have an IQ above 200 sd15 is “not
born yet”…
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Independent Philosopher.
[2] Individual Publication Date: May 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/sorensonone; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence
scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: What happens when
you have the highly intelligent, even the very
highly intelligent, 3-sigma and up, who do not
have that fostering? They’ve been identified. They
have not been nurtured or fostered in terms of
their talents. So, they develop certain negative
qualities. They haven’t realized other positive
qualities in other people. They are the bad-rude
person mentioned earlier. Also, they are a
cognitive miser. They may not be a fully rational
person in their lives.
Liljeqvist: This is an excellent question because it
would be really, really interesting to collect data from
1,000 people or 10,000 people who are really at that
top 1-in-a-1,000 or 1-in-10,000 to really get that data.
Because we don’t really know. Take this, an
intelligent person who realizes that some things are
not right, who realizes that I am bored. The moment
that you come across information or knowledge. You
will be drawn to like it, like a horse to water. I would
guess, but this is only a guess, that a lot of those
people might turn out to be fine, eventually. But they
might have to do the work themselves. Which means,
I am not sure it is okay to say, “Everyone is at the
mercy of their upbringing. If you do not get this
nurturing, then you will turn out to be bad.” That I do
think, you could spare people a lot of soul searching
by helping them a little bit in the beginning. Take
myself, for example, I used a lot of my intelligence
[Laughing] back in school to avoid hard work
because I could improvise last minute. I got good
grades without putting in a lot of effort.
I thought that was a good thing. Until, it no longer
worked, which prompted me to look into better ways
of studying, which is something I eventually found a
lot of valuable material there and learned how to
learn in an efficient way. However, of course, if
someone had taught me that, then I wouldn’t have
wasted time on it. I would have been able to reach a
little further. Not that I think it is necessarily that
much of a deal, but the people who turn out to be
rude and evil; I don’t think it is just that simple. That
you have an intelligent person who did not get the
right stimulation. Because even those people, they
will use their intelligence to correct their own

mistakes. What about all the other qualities of a
person? You have the Big Five: openness,
conscientiousness, agreeableness, and so on. I don’t
think agreeableness correlates with intelligence at all.
Although, possibly, an intelligent person might feel
faking a bit of agreeableness might be helpful if they
want to. But I think the answer as to why certain
people become bad or difficult people probably does
not lie in their IQ, or even in their access too. I think
you would need environmental factors that go way
beyond the normal variation in order to find that, if
you know what I mean. We know from other twin
studies and things like that. For the environment to
really have a big impact on someone over time, as
they grow up, and if you look into mature age, the
environmental differences have to be fairly big,
bigger than what you normally see between families
of the typical style in a country.
2. Jacobsen: Also, you have access to leading
intelligence researchers, nationally and
internationally, through Mensa. I would assume
some conversations may arise or writings are
published through Mensa on sex and gender, and
IQ. What is the current status of this
conversation, this longstanding conversation,
around not only IQ as a composite metric but also
the sub-tests that go into good, solid, valid and
reliable intelligence tests, like the WAIS?
Liljeqvist: That is an excellent question. It is also
something. Now that you mention it, I am reminded
that this is something where Mensa International
could do more to keep this conversation alive.
Common wisdom has been, “We have the similar
average between the genders or between the sexes,
but the standard deviation is higher for the men. So,
you have more men in the higher ranges and more
men in the lower ranges.” We know from statistics.
The percentage or the ratio of female to male
members pretty much mirrors what you would expect
from those, not perfectly, but, more or less at least,
from what you would expect in the different
distributions between the sexes on IQ tests. Are those
tests well-made or are they biased either way? I will
tell you. I am the Chairman of Mensa – fine, but I am
a layman and not an intelligence researcher. I have a
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master’s degree in Engineering. I have studied many
things in university, but I am not an expert on
intelligence tests beyond the basic level. But if there
was a bias against a sex, that would probably show
up. Now, I am waiting for someone to come and
correct me, but I think it would show up on the
average. You would not see low IQ males
predominantly if it was biased in favour of males. It
is a pattern with higher standard deviations. It is a
pattern that we see in other things.
Jacobsen: I have seen this as well. The level of
variance is much greater with men/males.
Liljeqvist: One explanation is that if you have only 1
X chromosome. It means that the characteristics on
that chromosome will have a higher impact. Whereas,
if you have two, you will have more of an averaging
out effect. Meaning that, you will get higher variance
among the males. We see this with men in so many
other things, like height and other characteristics. If
we did not see it in IQ, I think we would have to
really look into it. Why would that be the case?
3. Jacobsen: Would some differences show up in
the asynchrony of development? So, for instance,
apart from sex and gender differences. As an
aside, there are a lot of similarities, certainly, too.
You were mentioning the highly gifted child who,
at the same time, can be, and often will be, at the
emotional level of the 3-year-old, for example. So,
they’re able to think more richly while having an
emotional understanding of their chronological
age group. I am looking at two points of contact.
One would be different developmental curves
while coming to the same point on average.
Another would be once adults. You still have that
average, but particular mental skills might be
much different between men and women.
Liljeqvist: Yes, that could be. It would be interesting
to know whether the unbalance or disparity at the
highest percent, upper levels: How much is that due
to outliers, extreme outliers? It is a question that I
would like to see looked into. Where you see people
with a very unique talent for something, but,
otherwise, not being super capable across the board –
so to speak, I think most of those people tend to be
male. But a lot of explanations have floated. For
example, later maturity in the male sex leads to a
higher degree of specialization between the
hemispheres, which would show up in some things
like very, very specialized interests. To be an ultranerd is, often, seen as being a very male thing.

Jacobsen: [Laughing].
Liljeqvist: I think it is okay to ask the questions and
come up with possible hypotheses, but seeing as there
are, as well, cultural differences in how the genders
are supposed to or expected to behave. I would
hesitate to pronounce anything in too determined a
way.
4. Jacobsen: Also, there’s a very long history.
Even in democratic societies, women couldn’t
vote. Women couldn’t own property. Eventually,
when it came into play in the United States, only
married women could own property; only
married white women could own property.
Certainly, there’s obviously legal and policy
factors in a society that will have social and
political, and educational, consequences as well.
Liljeqvist: It does. Although, it is interesting to
know, as far as I know. For as long as women or girls
have had access to education, they seem to have
outperformed men or boys.
Jacobsen: Yes! We are seeing something
unprecedented now, on the international scale.
Liljeqvist: Rather the other way around, that has
been the case going way back. At any point they had
equal access, they were not inferior to the boys, but
they were superior to the boys in school. It is
something I have read. So, why you have a larger
percentage of males at the top levels as well as the
bottom levels of IQ, while still having girls and
women outperforming them? The universities are
becoming more and more, increasingly, female. I
think most educations, university educations, are
becoming predominantly female, except for a lot of
the engineering fields. In fairness, I don’t think the
argument that that would be because of
discrimination really holds up to scrutiny because, if
that was the case, then look at the fields like law and
medicine.
Jacobsen: Psychology is a great one too.
Liljeqvist: Yes, but look at the ones that used to be
strong, male bastions of power.
Appendix I: Footnotes
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1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Sir, aside from politics,
let’s talk theology, you believe in God, a creator,
sustainer, of the universe. Can you unpack some
of the theological implications here, please?
Matthew Scillitani: While I do think there’s a
creator I’m very certain God’s impersonal and not
involved in any way in our affairs. My conception of
God is immediately incompatible then with all
Abrahamic and polytheistic religions. I myself am
not religious and think there’s no benefit to worship,
in the divine sense. However, if a religion is harmless
and provides a sense of community, promotes
charitable behaviours, and improves the well-being of
those involved then I think it can still be a good
thing. One could argue that the delusion itself is bad
for one’s psychiatric health but I think any such harm
is negligible and is outweighed by the other benefits
worshippers receive from their religion.
2. Jacobsen: How would, or do, modern aggressive
non-theist movements miss the point entirely
about ordinary religious (moral) life and more
nuanced, modern notions or arguments for God?
Scillitani: Most of the outspoken anti-theists I’ve met
and seen across online media are often assholes
pretending to be much smarter and moral than they
really are. For an extreme minority of these
provocateurs there are serious reasons to hate one or
more religions, usually stemming from abuse. The
reason other non-theists start arguments with
religious folk is, unknown to them, because they’re
suffering from an extremely weak ego and are trying
their hardest to improve it by insulting others. It’s
only incidental that religious people make an easy
target for their abuse.
To answer your question more directly: there is
usually no point when anti-theists argue other than
for a fleeting ego boost. When asked why they may
say things such as “I want to end religion because it’s
a delusion” or “religion is evil” or some other such
nonsense. These explanations are unconsciously
made to justify their unethical, reckless, meanspirited behaviours and to lessen the cognitive
dissonance brought on by being a low-quality person
while believing themselves to be at the pinnacle of
intelligence and morality

As an aside, most religions are harmless. There are
some bad religions but religion itself isn’t inherently
bad. All anti-theists miss that point from the offset.
3. Jacobsen: Is your view of God, at some root
level, ineffable or completely definable within
human characterization, possible for
encapsulation?
Scillitani: God is and must be definable and is the
one being with all positive qualities, whatever those
may be.
4. Jacobsen: Does God answer prayers, play an
active role in the world to this day or exist in a
more creation role/abstract manner to you?
Scillitani: Nope. Totally hands-off.
5. Jacobsen: Does this God reflect some
theological or religious traditions more than
others? If any, which? Does this God reflect the
God of some scientists or great thinkers of the past
more than others? If someone, who?
Scillitani: I’m not sure on this one. Perhaps
Spinoza’s conception of God is most similar but not
exactly the same as mine. In contrast to Spinoza’s
God, I don’t think God is “one with everything” or
“the only substance” as he believed. Because there
exist negative qualities and God has only positive
qualities it must be that God is not one with all things
because then God would also have negative qualities.
It may be that God transformed into the universe, but
the result would no longer be God then. That would
only be possible if immortality were not a positive
quality, which may be the case. Perhaps a fleeting life
is an ideal one after all.
As for famous thinkers with similar beliefs, a young
Nikola Tesla comes to mind. Some biographers of his
argue whether he was an atheist or Buddhist in his
senior years though.
6. Jacobsen: How does this definition of God
integrate with the modern scientific knowledge of
the natural world?
Scillitani: God probably exists outside of our time
and space and may not even be ‘alive’ in a way that’s
familiar to us. Besides scientists dedicating their lives
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to studying God I doubt there would be any more
practical change in academia. Integration is simple
when we add in new, stand-alone information
without having to replace any of the old stuff.
7. Jacobsen: What makes a formal argument for
this God?
Scillitani: Well, it goes back to the “why is there
something instead of nothing?” or “why are we
here?” questions. The Big Bang theory isn’t
satisfactory because we wonder why it happened
– what caused the Big Bang? We know that the
universe is highly structured. The natural laws are the
same on Earth as they are on Neptune or in some
other solar system altogether. Inanimate objects don’t
have any awareness yet they continue to move in
predictable ways. So predictable, in fact, that we have
formulas we use to tell us exactly how they’re going
to behave under any particular condition.
My thinking is that there was a period* before the
Big Bang when there were no natural laws. Today we
know there are finite possibilities because we can
observe one outcome and not others. However,
suppose that before the Big Bang there were infinite
possibilities. One such possibility being something
with all positive qualities (Gödel’s ontological proof).
God, now existing (from the randomness) creates the
universe and all its laws. I believe that this is the
simplest and cleanest theory so far on the origins of
the universe, why there is something instead of
nothing, and why inanimate objects seem to organize,
structure, and build themselves into more complex or
even animate structures (humans, for example) over
time.
This also solves the ‘infinite regression’ problem
where it’s impossible for there to be infinite causes
for an observed effect. There must be a first cause
(think Aquinas’ five ways) and both the Big Bang
theory and other conceptions of God weren’t good
solutions because then one asks “well, what caused
that?” But, if we believe there was a period before the
universe where everything was random and there
needn’t be any cause-effect relationships as we know
them then this problem is finally solved.
I’ve heard several physicists propose that perhaps the
universe is aware and ‘created itself’ but this is
impossible because it would mean that the creation
preceded awareness, and how could something create
itself if it were not aware?
*This is somewhat of a misleading term because,
before the Big Bang there was no time as we know it.
But, for lack of a better word, “period” is used here.

8. Jacobsen: What is a poetic, informal argument
for this God?
Scillitani: When a child throws a rock and it
subsequently falls back to Earth it would be silly to
credit gravity and not the child for having thrown it.
Gravity is how it fell, sure, but why it fell in the first
place was because of the child. After all, a rock isn’t
sentient, it can’t throw itself.
9. Jacobsen: What religious views seem most at
odds with this God? Obviously, atheism,
agnosticism, etc., remain a different set of
questions altogether and, sort of, implied at this
point.
Scillitani: All religious views are a bit at odds with
my conception of God. This is because I think God is
impersonal and doesn’t respond to prayers or need be
worshipped. Since worship is a requisite for religion,
religions don’t make sense then. In the future, I hope
religion evolves into community service
organizations or special interest groups to fill that
social, charitable, or search-for-‘purpose’ need some
people have.
10. Jacobsen: On this God, and on the previous
definition of a soul, is there room for magic in this
view of the world, in this perspective on God?
Scillitani: Absolutely not, that would be horrifying.
Also, if magic were real then I’d think everyone on
Earth would know immediately and it would be
impossible to hide.
11. Jacobsen: With an impersonal personality for
God, what does this imply for ethics and morality?
Our conduct in every day life in close friendships
and with loved ones, and in professional life with
colleagues, bosses, and business partners.
Scillitani: I don’t think there’s any rewardpunishment system or afterlife provided by God.
However, I do think there are absolute and universal
laws of ethics that come as an extension of
awareness, without God needing design them. Even
with no God I think those ‘laws’ would be the same,
it just takes a certain amount of awareness to figure
out what they are.
12. Jacobsen: Any personal thoughts on the
standard interpretations of the Abrahamic faiths?
What about some of the more subtle attempts to
form-fit the Bible, the Quran, or the Torah and
their God(s) into ones more akin to the
Einsteinian-Spinozan God, or one for Tesla or
you?
Scillitani: “Standard” could have two meanings here:
historic (strict) or modern (loose). Both deserve their
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own answers and I’ll provide them. Any religious
person should believe and follow everything their
religious texts say precisely. This is because they
believe these texts are the Word of an infallible God
and so all biblical laws are divine and absolute. Not
following them is entirely wrong then. If it says God
wants all worshippers to kill their firstborns and they
don’t then clearly they don’t believe God is infallible
or they’re sinners, denying God. That is following the
more historic interpretation and is also the most
dangerous one. If a religion promotes violence, hate,
or any other destructive behaviors or beliefs then it’s
an evil religion and whoever follows an evil religion
is an evil person or a hypocrite.
The more modern biblical interpretations aren’t
nearly as dangerous but the worshippers are
hypocrites. How can someone say they worship God
when at every opportunity they deny his Word?
These people, I hope, are there more for the sense of
community than to worship God.
13. Jacobsen: What are the positive qualities of
God to you?
Scillitani: Intelligent and with all the qualities that
come along with that such as integrity,
conscientiousness, and higher awareness. There are
others, of course, but I wouldn’t speculate too much
on what they are.
14. Jacobsen: Let’s do some rapid-fire for this
session on the standard big arguments put forth in
Western societies for God, some of the responses
will, in part, be implied based on previous
responses. Any thoughts on the Ontological
Argument for God?
Scillitani: I think ontological arguments for God are
extremely important. Some of these arguments are,
however, not so good because the premises are
clearly wrong. I think Gödel’s Ontological Proof is
the best so far but is impossible in our Universe. if
there were a period when things happened at random,
without cause-effect relationships, and with infinite
possibilities (requiring no natural laws), then his
premises would be correct. Since that’s the only way
to escape the pitfall of infinite regression while also
justifying the orderliness of the Universe I think it’s
likely true.
15. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on the Moral
Argument for God?
Scillitani: I think it’s a poor argument because
morality is just a byproduct of intelligence or social
evolution. There’s no need for God when we look at
morality by itself.

16. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on the Religious
Experience/Personal Testimony Argument for
God?
Scillitani: These also make a poor argument for God
because many of those experiences involve
psychedelic drugs, psychosis, or other brainmalfunctions caused by trauma (or even death). If I
saw or heard God I’d voluntarily admit myself to the
nearest mental hospital, something anyone in that
situation should do.
17. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on the Cosmological
Argument for God?
Scillitani: This argument is on the right track but
misses some key points as they relate to infinite
regression and contingency. Proponents of this
argument think God is the first cause and that this
settles the ‘infinite regression’ problem by itself.
Why then couldn’t the Big Big do that too? They are
both starting points, after all. If we follow Occam’s
Razer, the latter is even better because it’s a simpler
explanation from that view. What t they don’t
account for is that neither of those explanations truly
solve the infinite regression problem because there
must still be something beforehand and what comes
before must be aware.
18. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on the Argument
from Design for God?
Scillitani: This is overall a good argument for God.
Newton was also a proponent of this and once said,
“In the absence of any other proof, the thumb alone
would convince me of God’s existence.” It doesn’t
explain how, exactly, there could be a God but
merely claims that one is necessary, which I think is
true.
19. Jacobsen: With those out of the way, is religion
bound to evolve into the moral communities
described before more than ever?
Scillitani: Eventually, I’m sure that will happen. It
won’t be for thousands of years though. Old
traditions are hard to break and even if all religious
worshippers were given undeniable proof that God
were impersonal most would continue to worship. It
takes time to make major changes like this. It will
also take time for certain academic circles to escape
the stigma that comes with believing in God.
20. Jacobsen: What are the questions still
remaining unsolved if the conceptualization of
God provided in this session are true? In that, the
premises are true and link one to the other to a
true conclusion while the entirety of the set of
premises and the conclusion for the formal
argument remain true while incomplete because
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of other questions floating around implying
particular hidden premises. If the hidden premises
had answers, then the argument would be more
complete and a higher fidelity of truth than when
only the explicit premises are considered.

[2] Individual Publication Date: May 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/scillitanifour; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
Image Credit: Matthew Scillitani.

Scillitani: Big questions like, ‘why did God make the
universe; what was the purpose?’, ‘is there an
afterlife?’, and ‘are there other universes?’ remain
and I think would strengthen the argument.

*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence
scores because of the greater rarity in the population.

Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, Giga Society; Member, Glia Society.
Bachelor’s Degree, Psychology, East Carolina
University.
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Abstract
Tiberiu Sammak is a 24-year-old guy who currently lives in Bucharest. He spent most of his childhood and
teenage years surfing the Internet (mostly searching things of interest) and playing video games. One of his
hobbies used to be the construction of paper airplanes, spending a couple of years designing and trying to
perfect different types of paper aircrafts. Academically, he never really excelled at anything. In fact, his high
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school record was rather poor. Some of his current interests include cosmology, medicine and cryonics. His
highest score on an experimental high-range I.Q. test is 187 S.D. 15, achieved on Paul Cooijmans’ Reason –
Revision 2008. He discusses: family background; family life; supportive environment; balancing emotional
and intellectual life; flourishing, talent, actualization, giftedness, talentedness, and IQ; educational moments;
professional and work roles; development of character; uncertainty in adolescence; and reading a lot in nonstandard ways.
Keywords: actualization, emotional life, giftedness, intellectual life, intelligence, IQ, reading, talent, Tiberiu Nicolas
Sammak.
An Interview with Tiberiu Sammak on Family, Personal Evolution, and Character (Part One)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Some of the intriguing
parts of people in the high range who have been
tested seem less to do with the professional
accomplishments and more to do with the stories
in their own becoming. It always or nearly always
leads me to begin with some of the obvious starts
of some of the early life for them, or before being
around to have a tale. What are some important
factoids regarding family background? Those
points of contact family history directly relevant
to personal development and trajectory. The
variables as vectors more important than others.
Only these come from the personal evaluation of
the family history.
Tiberiu Nicolas Sammak: I am the only child of a
middle-class family. My father comes from
Damascus; however, his family is of Palestinian
ancestry. He went to complete his studies in
Romania, where he also met the woman that was
going to be my mother. My mother was born and
grew up in Bucharest.
When it comes to formal education, both of my
parents have completed postgraduate studies (both of
them having a master’s degree), my mother being a
civil engineer and my father being a medical doctor.
In that regard, they are much more accomplished than
I as my highest academic qualification is a high
school diploma.
As far as religious beliefs are concerned, my mother
is a Christian while my father is a Muslim. Holding
different viewpoints about religion did not have a
negative impact on their relation, both of them
sharing mutual understanding despite having a
distinct stance on that matter.
2. Jacobsen: What was family life like growing
up?
Sammak: I grew up in Bucharest, being raised
mostly by my mother and my grandparents. My
father went to work as a physician in Germany when
I was about 4 or 5. However, he would visit me a
couple of times per year and we would often spend

our family time together going to the beach or
visiting some mountainous place.
When I was a child, I used to enjoy having long
summer walks with my grandfather, especially at
dusk. Those strolls provided me with a sense of
tranquility and joy. One of my favourite places
included a barren region surrounded by a few
abandoned and derelict factories, which was pretty
far from my home. I have always found great beauty
in bleak, desolate areas, as they seem to be enveloped
by mystery, most of them having a particular story
behind.
Another recollection that springs to my mind is that
of me helping my grandfather to harvest squashes
(which happen to be among my favourite fruits). I
would happily pick them up and put them into
wooden crates.
3. Jacobsen: Was there a supportive or an
unsupportive environment while gifted and
growing up?
Sammak: My parents were always supportive,
encouraging me to pursue my passions.
With regard to school, I attended a normal one, like
most of the children my age. I did not skip grades and
I am fairly sure that was a good thing. There aren’t
any schools that would allow skipping grades in my
country anyway, to the best of my knowledge. In my
view, homeschooling is the best form of education
for someone who benefits from an accelerated way of
learning. I think that’s mostly because putting one
into a class where all of one’s classmates are 3 or 4
years older might lead to a lot of issues. Of course,
these problems could be also tackled by making
special schools with a different curriculum and strict
admission requirements, where one would have to sit
a general ability assessment.
I cannot say that I grew up in an unsupportive
environment. Even though my school experience may
not have been the finest, my family (both my parents
and grandparents) was always eager to help me and
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loved me unconditionally. I have profound respect
for them and I cherish every moment spent together.
4. Jacobsen: With the different contexts for the
gifted and the talented while developing in youth,
there appears a general recognition of unusual
traits and rapid cognitive developments
universally earlier in life. These interviews appear
to match the empirical research in which
asynchrony is present. The emotional life of the
child remains behind the intellectual development
of the child. This creates tension between
understanding and feeling. This is where problems
start or stop, in my opinion. Either a gifted child
becomes nurtured and flourishes or becomes
under-nurtured and withers, even heading into
illicit areas of the society and in the development
of mental illness induced externally (barring any
strong innate predisposition to varieties of mental
illness with well-known strong heritability than
not). How did emotional-social life and intellectual
come to be balanced in an earlier life? If this was
achieved, how was this achieved?
Sammak: I am a deeply introverted and aloof person
and I used to spend most of my early years
daydreaming and pondering over various topics, such
as cosmology and cosmogony. Basically, I was living
in my own world. Being a quiet individual is a big
disadvantage in almost all social settings due to the
fact that most people would perceive you as weird,
even arrogant.
During my middle school years, I spent lots of hours
playing video games and surfing the Internet,
searching things of interest. I have always despised
the idea of learning unnecessary school stuff.
Many of my childhood problems probably stemmed
from having a severely underdeveloped personality. I
am definitely a late bloomer, both mentally and
emotionally, reaching maturity very late in life. There
wasn’t a stark difference between my and my peers’
mental ability. What I clearly noticed was a sizeable
distance between me and pretty much everyone,
which was certainly attributed to my personality and
my way of being. Trying to be something you are not
(in my case, trying to be more extraverted) is very
detrimental to your well-being, constantly making
you feel uneasy.
5. Jacobsen: Giftedness and talentedness are not
one monolithic thing. Neither is IQ. It’s a
composite number and, therefore, a plural metric
of cognitive potentials in different delineated
mental capabilities with implications for the ways
one thinks and how richly information processed
in different areas. It’s a singular metric more akin

to a rope comprised of individual threads pointing
in a general direction rather than a steel rod.
Some ropes are longer, stronger than others while
others are shorter, frayed, etc. For the highest
ranges of talent, what is the importance of finding
the areas of special talent for them? How do
society benefit and the individual flourish more
when actualizing this talent?
Sammak: These are questions of extreme
significance since they are directly related to the
possible evolution of humankind, and, more
important, to the overall happiness and satisfaction of
the individual.
I like the way you constructed the rope analogy and I
absolutely agree with the fact that the g factor is
represented by the accretion of many cognitive traits,
synergizing together and building up to one’s
intellectual capacity, this potential being quantified or
trying to be quantified through different means.
Being remarkably talented in a field is not always a
certainty for stardom; one still has to put in a lot of
effort and be discovered. Same thing applies for the
people who possess an exceptional mental ability.
I cannot help but think about Will Hunting (the main
protagonist from the movie “Good Will Hunting”),
which, to me, is the embodiment of genius. I consider
genius to be the apex of human ability.
An aspect to being discovered is that a lot of very
talented persons do not seek approval or popularity.
Things like sense of achievement and the enjoyment
after you have created something you are content
with come from within. A lot of remarkable
individuals have gone unnoticed through their lives
despite being brilliant.
When one discovers the area where one truly shines,
only positive things could surface thereafter. If the
talent of somebody exceptional is discovered,
considerable real-world advancements could happen.
But I guess the thing which is paramount is
represented by one’s own contentment. Combining
passion with talent leads to one’s fulfillment and
happiness.
6. Jacobsen: What were some pivotal educational
moments for you?
Sammak: The transition from middle school to
secondary school was a critical moment for me. It
was in high school when I realized that an academic
milieu is certainly not for people like me. That was
the time when I stopped caring about school-related
subjects altogether. The reason for my disinterest was
simple: I never liked to study. Normally, that resulted
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in me getting very low grades and barely passing the
classes.
A hobby of mine back then used to be the
construction of paper airplanes, being fascinated by
some intricate models that I had previously seen on
the Internet. I spent considerable time tinkering with
designs and had lots of fun in doing that. I managed
to build some original and unconventional gliders
during that period.
I also enjoyed drawing (which I still do), even though
I was not talented.
Again, I spent plenty of time searching stuff on the
Internet. When something interested me, I tried
finding all of the available information about that
something. I was always obsessed with accuracy,
always wanting to
understand the fundamental aspect of things, their
core part. Sometimes, that proved to be a very timeconsuming experience, albeit extraordinarily
rewarding.
Another key point in my educational years was the
ending of high school. That turned out to be a very
hazy period for me. I did not have a clear direction, I
was undecided and I felt lost.
7. Jacobsen: What have been some professional or
work roles for you?
Sammak: I did not have any. After finishing high
school, I was still unsure of what I should be doing.
That resulted in a 3-year period of unemployment
and in trying to explore and find something I am
actually good at.
Unfortunately, I could not find something where I
really excelled – I was pretty much average at almost
everything.
I dropped out twice from two different colleges. I
thought of dropping out of high school as well, but
not wanting to completely disappoint my parents was
a good motivation to finish it.
I am currently studying computer engineering at a
public college, trying to get a degree.
8. Jacobsen: How have these moments, or roles,
helped in the individual development of character
and work ethic? Especially the ordinary jobs,
those positions in which one must do something
that one does not want to do, and to help those
who be the least – well – helpful in their attitudes
to you.

Sammak: Since I was never employed, I cannot fully
address this question. However, I have learned that
doing something you do not like to is sometimes
compulsory – I did not want to go to school but I had
to!
With respect to people who were rude or tried to
bully me, I would avoid any further encounters with
them or completely ignore them.
9. Jacobsen: Did you have any mentors while
entering from adolescence into young adulthood
to provide a sense of the direction and selfassuredness?
Sammak: No, I did not. My juvenescence was
marked by uncertainty.
10. Jacobsen: Any influential authors or writers,
or artists, while growing up? Probably 4/5 or
more highly intelligent young people have been
avid readers.
Sammak: I know this might come off as really
surprising, but I have not read any books in my life.
Nonetheless, I read a lot of papers, articles, editorials,
and the like. I relished reading, whether it was
something trivial or a more elaborate piece of
writing. I thoroughly enjoyed listening to music.
Some of my favourite musical genres included
melodic death metal, trance, psytrance and
synthwave. Sometimes I would picture myself in a
white Testarossa while rain is glistening off the
streets and neon lights are starting to flicker as I am
heading to the outrun sun (synthwave enthusiasts
know what I mean by this).
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Reason – Revision 2008, IQ 187 (S.D.15).
[2] Individual Publication Date: May 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/sammakone; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
Image Credit: Tiberiu Nicolas Sammak.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence
scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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An Interview with Giuseppe Corrente on Elementary School, Middle School, High School, and University in
Italy (Part Three)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: The scholastic system
in Italy can be different than other countries in
the world. I have some graduate student
colleagues who went to Italy after they went to
graduate school and earned a Masters’ degrees
because of the allure and charm of places there.
At present, of course, under SARS-CoV-2
producing symptomatology of Covid-19, the
enjoyment can be limited. Nonetheless, as things
begin to return an old normal in addition to
adaptations within a new normal for the entire
world as this pandemic subsides while killing
hundreds of thousands of people in its wake, we
can expect the allure and charm of Italy to return
in due course. Condolences to all who have lost

loved ones, friends, and newfound acquaintances
who had the promise to become lifelong friends.
How is the scholastic system in Italy? Let’s start
on the elementary school system, please
incorporate gifted and talented education into
this.
Giuseppe Corrente: Italian Elementary school is in
my opinion a good system, but it is compromised by
two negative points: low teacher salary and too
crowded classes. The initiative about inclusion are
above all for people with some certified disability
and not for now also for high intellect quotient
children. There is an association , AISTAP, that is
going to incentive initiative thought for high IQ
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children, but are very sporadic and it is not reaching
to attract enough attention. AISTAP collaborates also
with MENSA and with some universities with some
pilot studies, but politically there is no intention to
really support this type of educational direction.
2. Jacobsen: How are the middle or high schools
catering or helping the older generations of the
students who went through the elementary school
system in Italy?
Corrente: In the middle and high school typically
the age is between 10 and 18 years. Above all in the
middle the children-adolescent age is the most
difficult and there is not enough attention on this. The
negative constant remains the same two points
underlined before: more teacher’s salary and less
numerous classes were strongly needed. Some
program of interest are Olympiads of various
disciplines, I define these as a for talented boys and
girls initiative, but these are not really a solution for
gifted people.
3. Jacobsen: Also, for the elementary and
middle/high school system in Italy, how is religion
tied to it? It’s Italy after all. How are foreign
students and atheist students treated and
integrated into the educational system as well?
These can be consequential questions for other
countries with different educational systems,
which makes this an important question to ask
pointedly.
Corrente: This integration problem is managed with
Alternative Hour, also if the integration problem
remains. Alternative Hour is an option instead of
official religion teaching, the integration problem has
to be managed more deeply.
4. Jacobsen: What about the university system?
How is this an integrated network with student
education, research for scholastic purposes,
connections to politics, and benefits to the business
community in Italy? These tend to be mixed up
with the university system as an admixture or
nexus of these elements.
Corrente: Until now industry and academic research
were two distinct sectors ignoring each other. From
few years this is changing. The funds for theoretical
research are becoming zero, while the enterprise
world is seeing with interest to Industry 4.0 business
model, that needs of advanced expertise. But this
happens only near the most important universities
while the others are more and more near the only role
of teaching centers.
5. Jacobsen: How is this compared to the rest of
the OECD countries or Europe in general? What

characteristics make Italy relatively common and
other traits make Italy uncommon in the
educational department?
Corrente: The common trait is that the academic
paths for post-doc people is becoming the exception
while since ten or twenty years ago it was the rule.
The negative factors of nepotism and political
sponsoring of academic youth are stronger in Italy
than in North Europe.
6. Jacobsen: Is moral education included in Italy?
If so, how so? If not, any idea as to why not?
Corrente: I don’t know. I think it depends on the
discipline.
7. Jacobsen: How are the professional academic
standards for graduate students and professoriallevel researchers in Italy?
Corrente: I think it is very good, too much
sometimes to be valorized not abroad.
8. Jacobsen: Who are the most cited or respected
and prominent researchers in Italy?
Corrente: In my opinion the most popular are Carlo
Rovelli, Elena Cattaneo and Fabiola Gianotti.
9. Jacobsen: How has your experience been on the
individual level for funding and freedom to
inquire and critically evaluate academic interests?
Corrente: Also if in some disciplines there is more
freedom, to become known and having access to
funds and consideration is too often due to a
compromise between choices of arguments and
public relations, and not only own experience and
intelligence. Another strong obstacle is age; if one is
over 40 or 50 as age and is only a post-doc, also if he
is a very valid researcher he is stopped.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Ph.D. (2013), Science and High Technology –
Computer Science, Torino University.
[2] Individual Publication Date: May 8,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/correntethree; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population
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and Sex and Gender Factors: Chairman, Mensa International (Part Four)[1],[2]*
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*Note from Liljeqvist, as to avoid confusion between individual statements and the stances of Mensa International:
“Opinions are my own and not those of Mensa, except if otherwise stated.”*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: There’s a great picture
of the world’s most cited woman psychologist in
the world, Dr. Elizabeth Loftus, at the University
of California, Irvine. She does a lot of memory
research. In her graduating class at Stanford,
she’s the only woman in that picture [Laughing].
This is in psychology at Stanford. It is directly to
your point, I think.
Björn Liljeqvist: Yes, but that was also quite a long
time ago, things have shifted. If it was the case, and
this is just a personal opinion, that discrimination
would be able to keep women out of certain fields of
education, then they would have been able to do that
in psychology, in medical school, in law, in finance.
So, seeing that all of those are becoming more
female, even majority female, I think means that it’s
becoming increasingly meritocratic. Quite frankly,
more women than men have the required capacity –
all things considered, IQ and the necessary
conscientiousness, and so on, to do that. When
something tends to become more feminine, when
more girls or women go into something, it could be
that men respond to that by wanting to differentiate
themselves. For example, we see in lower classes, in
high school. If being good at school is seen by boys
as being a feminine thing, then they want to be seen
as different.
Jacobsen: Right, the boys evacuate the advanced
placement classes because they define their sense
of self, as boys, in contradiction to being women.

for that reason. So, I think that’s something that we
have to be very, very careful about.
Jacobsen: Or they just get fired. You never know.
Liljeqvist: That could happen too. Do we even want
to know the actual distribution across gender, and so
on?
2. Jacobsen: I think many people do, but are
afraid of the consequences to their professional
lives or to their personal lives. Others don’t want
this researched for political or social reasons
within the standard political distribution. Or the
opposite, they want this to reinforce their
particular narrative. So, they’ll only publicize
certain results skewing it.
Liljeqvist: Yes, so, you get cherry-picking effects.
You don’t know. Some are publishing 1 or 2 studies
that they disregard as the other ones. There are
different angles to the whole intelligence issues that
one could look at. For example, is the most
interesting thing to know what groups of people tend
to score higher or lower on standardized IQ tests?
How would that knowledge be used? How can that
knowledge be misused, misinterpreted? If you take
the Flynn Effect, are you familiar with the Flynn
Effect?
Jacobsen: Yes.
Liljeqvist: Then you know the Flynn Effect has
ended.

Liljeqvist: Everything that females are associated
with.

Jacobsen: Yes, tapered off and marginally
reversed in some cases.

Jacobsen: It would be interesting to get leading
intelligence researchers and developmental
researchers together to delve deeper into that
topic.

Liljeqvist: However, for several decades, it was
clearly visible. Let’s take North Americans of a
particular social group, the same people, the same
kind of people, in the 1950s compared to how they
scored in the 1990s. Then the 1990s, which would be
the children or the grandchildren of the people in the
1940s or 1950s, would perform considerably higher.

Liljeqvist: It would. But I could also see how it
would be difficult. It is a sensitive area. Where
certain narratives used for certain ends, so, simply
conducting a survey and publishing the results, it is
not seen as such a neutral act in itself. People and
researchers will be questioned. There have been cases
where intelligence researchers have been questioned

Anyhow, what we should understand more, what is
intelligence? How does it emerge? What kinds of
factors are conducive to intelligence growth in
children and adolescents? How should we foster it?
And so on and so forth, because those questions have
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very, very tangible consequences, we could work
with that knowledge.
What about attention, power to focus? Things like
that. Memory, creativity, what factors? Are all of the
valuable mental-cognitive capacities just correlated
with the g factor? Or are there other factors? There’s
so much research to be done. So, a little bit of
epistemic humility there is warranted. What makes
Mensa still use the tried-and-true IQ tests for
membership? We have learned that interesting things
happen when Mensa people, high-IQ people, get
together. There is a synergistic effect. There are so
many other important social issues that already have
people who advocate for them. People ask,
“Shouldn’t Mensa be speaking for…? What about
less gifted children? Wouldn’t that also be
meaningful to foster and help the less gifted
children?” Yes, of course, absolutely, but the thing is
there are people who already do that, the problem is
there aren’t many people paying attention to the kids
at the other end of the bell curve. Comparatively
speaking, on the margin, we could do more by
focusing on that segment, which could have much
bigger benefits overall.
3. Jacobsen: You mentioned something that some
of the audience may not be privy to. There’s
Multiple Intelligences and Triarchic Intelligence
of Howard Gardner and Robert Sternberg,
respectively.
Liljeqvist: Gardner’s seven or so intelligences, he
wasn’t talking about intelligence in the same way that
we talk about an IQ test. He was talking about areas
of skill that, often, correlate with the g factor. But
even so, I am not saying that we necessarily know all
of the measurable cognitive faculties that are, indeed,
separate from each other. So that, one could be good
at one and bad at another, and vice versa,
independently. I cut you off, sorry. Was there
something else?
Jacobsen: That’s good. I just wanted to get your
opinion about the other theories.
Liljeqvist: Triarchic – practical, applied, and creative
ability as well, it would be very interesting to look
into that. Creativity, for example, is, indeed,
something that you can get better at. I have used and
practiced memory techniques, advanced mnemonics
for many, many years. So, I know that is not
something that is necessarily linked to intelligence.
Although, having a high-IQ, it probably makes it
easier to apply them.
Jacobsen: Right [Laughing].

Liljeqvist: But it still means someone who practices
those techniques will outperform someone with even
a high-IQ because it is a learned technique. Same
thing with a lot of creativity. Is there, indeed, an
intrinsic, creative ability that varies between people?
Or can creative ability be explained by culturally
learned cognitive styles, or mental techniques that
you learn? I lecture about study skills. There are three
things determining academic achievement. It is
talent, attitude, and technique/learned skills. All of
those three. It is typically the third one that is the
forgotten one. Attitude would be equivalent to
conscientiousness, how you relate to others and the
subject, how do you relate to new ideas. Talent would
equivalent to IQ. But skill is all the things that you
can learn: read the book this way instead of this way,
use spaced repetition software program. While we are
busy looking or searching for the answer to why
certain people outperform other, while we are busy
searching for that in the brain, I think it is much more
interesting to search for it in culture and in
techniques, in skills, that some have acquired and
some have not, because there is still so much in that
field that is not yet common knowledge. When
everyone gets the same education, when everyone
has access to the same tools/same cognitive tools,
etc., then, sure, differences in the brain make the
difference, but that is not the case, I know this for a
fact working with students and from teaching.
The best students, many of them are smart, fine, but
they study in a different way. They use strategies.
They use techniques and tools allowing them to
outperform. In a little bit, I feel like excessive
curiosity over the origins of intelligence and in
multiple intelligences in the brain kind of distract
from searching a different kind of space. That is, the
space of solving problems, I found that that is where
the low-hanging fruit is, because those are things that
you can learn, improve. Whereas learning that you
have a fixed talent, fair enough, that’s good. The
question still remains, “What are you going to do
next?”
4. Jacobsen: [Laughing] what are you hoping to
get done and to pass on through your time in this
current executive role, as the international chair?
Liljeqvist: Yes, I will give two answers. One is very,
very down to earth. I come from a country with a
strong tradition for societies, like organizations, nongovernmental organizations. That is how we socialize
in Sweden. Basic society administration, to get to
Mensa to actually work, governance, making
decisions, organizing ourselves, so that we have a
vehicle of actually carrying us somewhere. It is not
always the case. Sometimes, organizations out there
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in the world look like an organization. It looks like
people working together, but it is, often, quite messy.
So, getting the society to work well, so, we can set
goals and achieve. What goals do I want to achieve? I
want the whole society in Mensa, all over the world,
to understand: we have a mission to fulfill. It is not a
new mission. We had the mission all along. I want us
to show, ‘Yes, contrary to what some of you might
believe, this is something that we do and accomplish
in many countries.” I want to spread this to more than
just a few countries and make Mensa really valuable.
If someone out there in the world is talented, I want
them to feel, “Yes, by joining Mensa, they can
benefit and can get something by being part of the
society. They can get answers to questions. They can
get in touch with really interesting people. They can

contribute to making the world a slightly better
place.” I think this is all within the realm of
possibilities. So, that is my mission. That is what I
am working towards.
Jacobsen: Sir, thank you very much for the
opportunity and your time.
Liljeqvist: Likewise.
Appendix I: Foot notes
[1] Chairman, Mensa International.
[2] Individual Publication Date: May 8,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/liljeqvistfour; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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Abstract
Christian Sorenson, Claus Volko, James Gordon, Rick Farrar, and Tor Jørgensen contributed to this opening
session to a series of discussion group responses to questions followed by responses, and so on, between
March and May of this year. Total participants observable in [1] with brief biographies. They discuss: more
focused responses on the near and middle future.
Keywords: Christian Sorenson.
Group Discussion on the Near, Middle, Far, and Indefinite Future, Second Reponses (Near and Middle
Focused Comments) Session: Christian Sorenson (Part Four)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
Scott Douglas Jacobsen: To start, the first
comments can be found here: https://insightjournal.com/2020/03/15/hrt-one/. The second
comments/responses can be found here: https://insightjournal.com/2020/04/01/hrt-two/. The focused
comments on the near and the middle
future: https://in-sightjournal.com/2020/04/22/hrtthree/. This session focuses more directly on
responses to the comments made about the near
and the middle future in Part Three. Please review
responses there if wishing to enter participant
status as opposed to observer status, the
commenters from the previous session
included Claus Volko, James Gordon, Rick

Farrar, and Tor Jørgensen. Some of the
commentary from Part One and Part Two may
have relevance here, and, therefore, can be
reprised. Thank you for the continued observation
or participation of this experimental, probably
first of its kind, form of group discussion amongst
members of the HRT world.
Christian Sorenson: Are current worldwide
events, and those that may be derived from these in
the future, a manifest expression of what we could
say is a “new way of conceiving the world order”?
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Let’s make an “imaginary” cut in reality, in what
could be considered as “here and now” to do a micro
and macroscopic analysis of it. We find that despite,
the globalized attempt of reactivation through the
same “monolithic” strategy, the world now is almost
completely paralyzed, both economically and
psychologically because of this pandemic. Almost all
the countries, implicitly recognizes that the greatest
cost to them, is the economic one, and not that of
human lives. Therefore, it could be named, as the
“final solution”, since with this optimal one, they
arrive to the “cheapest” of all. On an explained
manner, would be in concrete, to look for the highest
as possible numbers of deaths and economic
activation, without saturating their sanitary systems,
in order to minimize the costs of the latter. That’s to
say this would mean more or less to believe “that you
should save yourself as long as you can” and that
“the strongest individuals must be saved”. At the
same time, and almost without exception, because
they need to justify their epidemiological strategies,
in order to confront the supposed exit from the
pandemic, they “camouflage” both on a second stage,
by doing “acrobatics” with the numbers of confirmed
with known infected cases, and the numbers of deaths
caused by the virus in contrast to those with indirect
and unknown causes. The “theory” they support,
surprises for lacking of sufficient scientific
foundations. This is indeed coherent, if we regard at
the available empirical data, and critical events are
corroborated. For example, such as whether or not, is
there any probability of reinfection due to the high
rate of mutations, and the reduced “immunogenic”
capacity of the virus, and keeping of course in mind
that these are also unknown. Or what is worse, if its
considerate that till now, there’s no certainty, whether
if it is possible to get cured or not of SARS-CoV-2.
This last since, although it is an RNA virus, it seems
anyhow that has a “retroviral” behaviour, in
consequence, according to this, a “viral load” of zero
wouldn’t be reached indefinitely in time. The
relevant of this, is that it’s not realistic to give any
auspicious hope, for the search of supposed vaccines,
since historically should happen something similar
and analogous to HIV.
Now, if we deduce what is reachable to conclude
from the interpretation of complex “mathematical
models”, then these only would have confirmed what
was previously said. This is how, if we observe the
curves of most countries from the beginning of the
pandemic, it’s observed that in their ascending phases
they had a “smooth shape”. Nevertheless, when we
see what happens to the “post-peak” phase, which for
me is still questionable, because they denominated as
“descending phase”, then the curve would have

looked with a “jagged shape”. From my point of
view, the latter is the same that occurs if we try, in a
swimming pool, to submerge an inflated, by forcing
it to keep under the water. Inevitably what will
happen when the presion is raised out, is that the float
will rise to the surface. This is exactly what is going
on everywhere, and will arrive with this virus. I feel
that measures, are being taken by “trial and error”,
which is identical to be paralyzed by panic provoked
with unknown situations, which finally cannot be
controlled, and that’s why we are used to be faced
with “despair” measures in all senses.
Simultaneously, I consider that the “hegemonically
powers” of politicians, economics and technology
have radically changed, since these are no longer in
the West block, with the United States at the helm.
Henceforth, it is now on in the eastern block led by
China, which not only has world hegemony with
everything that involves, but that will surely be
sustained along the coming decades, with the
conquest and colonization even of Mars. China
clearly has seized the hegemony of the United States,
with an invisible and “sneaky” attack, and by “hiding
its hand after throwing the stone”. For sure, has
wounded the deepest in the “spirit”, with long breath,
making the States to kneel down as a nation, and
breaking its “feeling of self-worth”, like never before,
not even with wars of Korea and Vietnam.
Regardless, of whether the United States lethargically
now discovers “après quo”, the direct responsibility
of China, it doesn’t matter, because at this very
moment is a weakened country, that holds limited
resources, and that will have to endure the “warlike
exhibitionism”, after the pandemic, of China, North
Korea and its allies. Probably the aforementioned, as
a mechanism of “domination”, since the principal
task is to consolidate their hegemony towards the
future. In this way Trump’s country, is just becoming
aware in this days of the fact that “there is no worse
blow, than the one that is not seen”.
At this point, I would like to raise a subsidiary
question linked to the main one. In what manner,
could the “new order” be related to a “posthumanian” world? What I mean to say, is that in the
medium-term future, technology as it’s known today,
will possibly be able to create a sort of autonomous
and self-sufficient organisms, equipped with some
degree of intelligence, equal to or greater than human
one. These prototypes, may initially serve men, but
that with the passage of time may even come to
enslave him. In this sense, what could arrive, if we
conceive the world in a more inclusive and
globalized way, at the same time that human beings
are displaced, and therefore, lose their “cosmological
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role”, as hitherto essential parts for the functioning of
the system? We would perhaps face now, according
to a mathematical model, something like an “empty
set”, but maybe in the future not.
On a basic and rudimentary scale, the above it’s
thinkable, if we touch the case of China and the
pandemic, and if this is extrapolated analogically to
the future. This is how COVID-19, although
evidently lacks of artificial intelligence, nevertheless
has such a degree of autonomy, that their mentors are
not capable to exercise control over it. Despite they
have sequenced its genetic material, they are unable
until today, to predict its behaviour. This in a strict
sense, due to the fact that on the one hand, the
“mutation” speed has far exceeded the search
velocity towards a plausible treatment. And on the
other side, its coding “variability”, even though, has
been transformed into a combinatorial and “random”
probability, which in mathematical language, would
be equivalent to “null”. What proposes, doesn’t have
any sense, because it’s an “absurd theoretical”. This
“phenomenon” certainly will increase over time,
which in turn, along with the underlying intentions
and purposes for which these or more sophisticated
organisms could be used, the survival of the human
species and the world’s population increasingly, are
going to be put at risk.
Projecting what the “new world order” points out, it
is easy to recognize an “axis” though the direction of
it is not yet clearly known. Evolution in simple terms,
is generally thought of as a “linear progression,”
nevertheless not necessarily has to occur in this way
among different beings. A logical option, but not
necessarily true, can follow a “left-handed” direction,
or a “regressive and circular return”, able to lead
towards a supposed origin situated “some posteriori”
of inert matter. This latter meaning, would be
consistent with a significant fraction of the prevailing
world power, since it seems they seek to integrate the
force of progression with nature itself. That is, they
search for achievements of great developments,
regarding basically to human reason, and mainly
through the appropriation of the “utopia of
illustration”, which believe in the unlimited advance
of science and technology. At the same time, they
expect to return to the most “purist and free” state
possible, in relation to the significance of “liberation”
against all kinds of social conditioning, as J.
Rousseau proposes it.
It is not for nothing, with respect to the
aforementioned, that stark efforts are made, under the
excuses of global warming, and massive migrations
that would bring as consequence the collapse of most
developed nations. Not only these are argued, but

also the “warlike ambitions of power”, and the frantic
search for reducing significantly the world’s
population. Globalized “eugenic practices”, are
implemented indiscriminately almost all over, and for
this reason, the “black continent” is mainly used as “a
backyard” to carry out these practices, and all other
kinds of “Mengelian experimentations”.
The anguish that produces the fact of facing these
types of globalized threats, that for a considerable
amount of time won’t be controllables, nor
predictables, transports us to the “worst disease” that
is despair, which ultimately leaves everyone in
“melancholy”, the last of the possible states, in what
is the “symbolic death” of ourselves.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Contributors for May 8, 2020 session: Christian
Sorenson. Total participants (Contributors and
Observers for May 8, 2020 session):
Christian Sorenson is a Philosopher that lives in
Belgium. What identifies him the most and above all
is simplicity, for everything its better with “vanilla
flavour.” Nevertheless, his wife disagrees and doesn’t
say exactly the same, for her he is “simply complex.”
Perhaps his intellectual passion is for criticism and
irony, in the sense of revealing what the error hides
“under the disguised of truth”, and precisely for this
reason maybe detests arrogance and the mixture of
ignorance with knowledge. Generally never has felt
confortable in traditional academic settings since he
gets impatient and demotivated with slowness, and
what he considers as limits or barriers to thought. In
addition, especially in the field of Philosophy, and
despite counting, besides a master degree in another
study area, with a doctorate in Metaphysics and
Epistemology in Italy, done in twenty-four months,
while talking care at that time of her small daughter,
starting from bachelor’s degree, learning self-taught
Italian from scratch, and obtaining as final grade
“summa cum laude” (9.8)… Feels that academic
degrees and post-degrees are somewhat cartoonish
labels because they usually feed vanity but
impoverish the love for questioning and intellectual
curiosity. For him “ignorance is always infinite and
eternal” while “knowledge is finite and limited”.
What he likes the most in his leisure time, is to go for
a walk, to travel with his wife and “sybaritically
enjoy” her marvellous cooking. IQ on the WAIS-R
(Weschler Intelligence Scale), 185+ (S.D. 15); Test
date: November, 2017. High IQ Societies: Triple
Nine Society, World Genius Directory, and several
others.
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Claus Volko is an Austrian computer and medical
scientist who has conducted research on the treatment
of cancer and severe mental disorders by conversion
of stress hormones into immunity hormones. This
research gave birth to a new scientific paradigm
which he called “symbiont conversion theory”:
methods to convert cells exhibiting parasitic behavior
to cells that act as symbionts. In 2013 Volko,
obtained an IQ score of 172 on the Equally Normed
Numerical Derivation Test. He is also the founder
and president of Prudentia High IQ Society, a society
for people with an IQ of 140 or higher, preferably
academics.
Dionysios Maroudas was born in 1986. He lives in
Athens. He has a passion for mathematics,
photography, reading, and human behaviour. He is a
member of the ISI-Society, Mensa, Grand IQ Society
(Grand Member), and THIS (Distinguished Member)
Erik Haereid has been a member of Mensa since
2013, and is among the top scorers on several of the
most credible IQ-tests in the unstandardized HRTenvironment. He is listed in the World Genius
Directory. He is also a member of several other high
IQ Societies. Erik, born in 1963, grew up
in Oslo, Norway, in a middle-class home at Grefsen
nearby the forest, and started early running and cross
country skiing. After finishing schools he studied
mathematics, statistics and actuarial science at
the University of Oslo. One of his first glimpses of
math-skills appeared after he got a perfect score as
the only student on a five hour math exam in high
school.
HanKyung Lee is a Medical Doctor and the Founder
of the United Sigma Intelligence Association,
formerly United Sigma Korea. He lives and works in
South Korea. He earned an M.D. at Eulji University.
He won the Culture Fair Numerical and Spatial
Examination-CFNSE international competition
conducted by Etienne Forsstrom. Also, he scored
highly on the C-09 of Experimental Psychologist. He
did achieve a 5-sigma score on a spatial intelligence
test created by Dr. Jonathan Wai. He is a member of
OLYMPIQ Society.
Kirk Kirkpatrick earned a score at 185, near the top
of the World Genius Directory, on a mainstream IQ
test, the Stanford-Binet.
James Gordon is an independent/freelancer from the
USA. He first entered into OATH Society, while
completing his MFA in Creative Writing at Adelphi
University, New York in 2010. Since then, he has
taken over 100 high range tests, and is among the top
scorers on numerous tests. He has also co-authored
two exams (with Michael Lunardini and Enrico

Pretini); he and Lunardini have another in
production. He has worked in education and mental
health. His struggle, through and beyond his own
mental illness and substance use disorder, has led to a
unique and earnest outlook on life. He strives to bring
the wisdom gained from his experiences into the
picture to enrich others’ lives. His hobbies include
skiing, lifting weights, video games, and films. He is
also a skilled amateur writer, and virtuoso
pianist/guitarist. He lives in Seattle, WA with his
wife, and plans to soon start a family.
Laurent Dubois is an Independent IQ test creator. On
his website, he, about the 916 test, states the potential
submission qualification for a large number of highIQ societies, “WAHIP, the High IQ Society for the
disabled, the Altacapacidadhispana, the SIGMA, the
SMARTS, the The Mind Society, the Top One
Percent Society, the Elateneos, the EXISTENTIA,
the Artifex Mens Congregatio, the Neurocubo, the
GLIA, the Milenija, the ISI-S, the Introspective High
IQ Society, the Camp Archimedes, the PLATINUM
and the PARS Societies, and potentially for several
other societies (Cerebrals, Glia, Poetic Genius, Pi,
Mega…).” That is, he constructs tests respected by
many.
Marco Ripà is an extremely skilled problem solver
working as a freelance content creator and a personal
branding consultant in Rome; his homonym
YouTube channel (160k subscribers) is focused on
logics, mathematics and creative thinking. He
initially studied physics but he gained a first class
degree in economics. Author of books plus several
peer-reviewed papers in mathematics (graph theory,
congruences, combinatorics, primality problems) and
experimental psychology (articles published in Notes
on Number Theory and Discrete Mathematics,
International Journal of Mathematical Archive, Rudi
Mathematici, Matematicamente.it Magazine,
Educational Research, IQNexus Magazine and the
WIN ONE), he is the father of 70+ integer sequences
listed in the OEIS.
Matthew Scillitani, member of the Glia
Society, Giga Society, ESOTERIQ Society, The
Core, and the Hall of Sophia, is a web developer and
SEO specialist living in North Carolina. He is of
Italian and British lineage, and is predominantly
English-speaking. He earned his bachelor’s degree in
psychology at East Carolina University, with a focus
on neurobiology and a minor in business marketing.
He’s previously worked as a research psychologist,
data analyst, and writer, publishing over three
hundred papers on topics such as nutrition, fitness,
psychology, neuroscience, free will, and Greek
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history. You may contact him via e-mail
at mattscil@gmail.com.
Mislav Predavec is a Mathematics Professor in
Croatia. Since 2009, he has taught at the Schola
Medica Zagrabiensis in Zagreb, Croatia. He is listed
on the World Genius Director with an IQ of 192
(S.D. 15). Also, he runs the trading company
Preminis. He considers profoundly high-IQ tests a
favourite hobby.
Richard Sheen is a young independent artist,
philosopher, photographer and theologian based in
New Zealand. He has studied at Tsinghua University
of China and The University of Auckland in New
Zealand, and holds degrees in Philosophy and
Theological Studies. Originally raised atheist but
later came to Christianity, Richard is dedicated to the
efforts of human rights and equality, nature
conservation, mental health, and to bridge the gap of
understanding between the secular and the religious.
Richard’s research efforts primarily focus on the
epistemic and doxastic frameworks of theism and
atheism, the foundations of rational theism and
reasonable faith in God, the moral and practical
implications of these frameworks of understanding,
and the rebuttal of biased and irrational
understandings and worship of God. He seeks to
reconcile the apparent conflict between science and
religion, and to find solutions to problems facing our
environmental, societal and existential circumstances
as human beings with love and integrity. Richard is
also a proponent for healthy, sustainable and ecofriendly lifestyles, and was a frequent participant in
competitive sports, fitness training, and strategy
gaming. Richard holds publications and awards from
Mensa New Zealand and The University of
Auckland.
Rick Farrar holds a Bachelor’s degree in chemical
engineering from the University of Arkansas with
additional work performed toward a Master’s degree
in environmental engineering. He currently works
with environmental compliance and reporting for a
small oil refinery in Alaska. Rick’s outside interests
include language learning (currently immersed in
Greek) , traveling, music/singing, and traditional doit-yourself type skills. His most recent IQ test activity
was with the PatNum test, 18/18, 172 S.D. 15, by
James Dorsey.
Rick G. Rosner, according to some semi-reputable
sources gathered in a listing here, may have among
America’s, North America’s, and the world’s highest
measured IQs at or above 190 (S.D. 15)/196 (S.D.
16) based on several high range test performances
created by Christopher Harding, Jason Betts, Paul
Cooijmans, and Ronald Hoeflin. He earned 12 years

of college credit in less than a year and graduated
with the equivalent of 8 majors. He has received
8 Writers Guild Awards and Emmy nominations, and
was titled 2013 North American Genius of the
Year by The World Genius Directory with the main
“Genius” listing here.
Sandra Schlick has the expertise and interest in
Managing Mathematics, Statistics, and Methodology
for Business Engineers while having a focus on
online training. She supervises M.Sc. theses in
Business Information and D.B.A. theses in Business
Management. Managing Mathematics, Statistics,
Methodology for Business Engineers with a focus on
online training. Her areas of competence can be seen
in the “Competency Map.” That is to say, her areas
of expertise and experience mapped in a visualization
presentation. Schlick’s affiliations are
the Fernfachhochschule Schweiz: University of
Applied Sciences, the University of Applied Sciences
and Arts Northwestern Switzerland, the Kalaidos
University of Applied Sciences, and AKAD.
Tiberiu Sammak is a 24-year-old guy who currently
lives in Bucharest. He spent most of his childhood
and teenage years surfing the Internet (mostly
searching things of interest) and playing video
games. One of his hobbies used to be the construction
of paper airplanes, spending a couple of years
designing and trying to perfect different types of
paper aircrafts. Academically, he never really
excelled at anything. In fact, his high school record
was rather poor. Some of his current interests include
cosmology, medicine and cryonics. His highest score
on an experimental high-range I.Q. test is 187 S.D.
15, achieved on Paul Cooijmans’ Reason – Revision
2008.
Tim Roberts is the Founder/Administrator
of Unsolved Problems. He scored 45/48 on the
legendary Titan Test.
Tom Chittenden is an Omega Society Fellow. Also,
he is the Chief Data Science Officer/Founding
Director at Advanced Artificial Intelligence Research
Laboratory and WuXi NextCODE Genomics.
Tonny Sellén scored 172 (S.D. 15) of the GENE
Verbal III. He is a Member of the World Genius
Directory.
Tor Arne Jørgensen is a member of 50+ high IQ
societies, including World Genius Directory, NOUS
High IQ Society, 6N High IQ Society just to name a
few. He has several IQ scores above 160+ sd15
among high range tests like Gift/Gene Verbal,
Gift/Gene Numerical of Iakovos Koukas and Lexiq
of Soulios. His further interests are related to
intelligence, creativity, education developing
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regarding gifted students, and his love for history in
general, mainly around the time period of the 19th
century to the 20th century. Tor Arne works as a
teacher at high school level with subjects as; History,
Religion, and Social Studies.
[2] Individual Publication Date: May 8,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/hrt-four;
Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.

*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Abstract
Claus Volko is an Austrian computer and medical scientist who has conducted research on the treatment of
cancer and severe mental disorders by conversion of stress hormones into immunity hormones. This research
gave birth to a new scientific paradigm which he called “symbiont conversion theory”: methods to convert
cells exhibiting parasitic behaviour to cells that act as symbionts. In 2013 Volko, obtained an IQ score of 172
on the Equally Normed Numerical Derivation Test. He is also the founder and president of Prudentia High
IQ Society, a society for people with an IQ of 140 or higher, preferably academics. He discusses: blue collar
sensibilities; current Austrian political environment; religious dynamic influence on politics in Austria; social
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life and social roles expected in Austria; ethnicity in Austria; equity and religion; economics and the
coronavirus; main impediments to economic development; an ethic underlying Austrian culture; find
thoughts on general content for the first questions; Chancellor Sebastian Kurz; the People’s Party and the
Green Party; social tension without violence; a broader palette of potential roles for men; better roles and
exemplars for men; the private affairs nature of religion; coronavirus as a wake-up call the reason for joining
the European Union; industries of the Austrian economy; naive and cynical uses of immigration for political
and social points; the meaning of non-religion in the context of Austria; social isolation and health; male
earning capacity and supporting a family; women’s earning capacity; changing social arrangements and
religious leaders not being opposed to it; the social character of Austria and immigration; metaphysical
questions; and some speculation.
Keywords: Claus Volko, computer scientist, medical scientist, politics, religion, social life.
An Interview with Claus Volko, M.D. on Politics and Social Life in Austria: Austrian Computer and Medical
Scientist (Part Two)[1],[2]
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: For this session, I want
to focus on the some of the political and social
issues of import to you. We can touch on
philosophy in the next session. Did the menial job
and farming background of family provide a ‘blue
collar’ sensibility more than a ‘white collar’
sensibility growing up for you? In that, a hard
physical work life is still a life and a good life with
the manual labour side of life as no less important
than computational work in the computer
sciences.
Dr. Claus Volko: In the part of Vienna where I am
living, most of the inhabitants are former blue-collar
workers who managed to gain a fortune by virtue and
clever economic considerations. When I accompany
my mother when she is walking the dog, I often meet
our “neighbours” and we have a chat. I have no
problems communicating with people who do not
have such a high formal education as I have.
Basically all of us are workers, no matter whether we
work with our hands or with computers.
2. Jacobsen: What is the current political
environment of Austria?
Volko: Austrian politics is dominated by Chancellor
Sebastian Kurz, a young man who took over control
of the People’s Party a couple of years ago. While the
Social Democrats used to be the strongest party for
many years, they are now behind the Greens at place
three according to
polls. The People’s Party and the Greens have formed
a coalition and the government is very popular
because the population endorses its measures against
coronavirus.
3. Jacobsen: Most of Austria is Roman Catholic
followed by Eastern Orthodox and Islamic. How
does this religious dynamic influence the
aforementioned political context?

Volko: I know a lot of Roman Catholics who are of
the opinion that only Roman Catholics are true
Austrians. In fact, Eastern Orthodox and Islamic
believers are immigrants. Among Austrians without
migration background there are minorities of
Protestant and Jewish believers. As you indicated
these minorities are small compared to the religious
groups of the immigrants. In general Muslims are
rather unpopular with the Christian majority, but the
situation is quite peaceful, there have been no
terrorist attacks for decades. The Freedom Party is an
anti-migration, anti-Islam party which sometimes
gains more than 20% in national votes and which
formed a coalition with Kurz in 2017 to 2019.
Meanwhile, due to some scandals, popularity of the
Freedom Party has dwelled down.
4. Jacobsen: How about social life in Austria? The
central hot spots of social, and political, tension in
several North American and Western European
states comes from the religious, ethnic, and sex
and gender realm. Perhaps, we can provide some
commentary within the bounded geography of
Austria. How do Austrians view the relationship
between social roles and expectations, and sex and
gender?
Volko: Some parts of Austria are quite conservative,
yet I have the impression that gender equality is very
high. Both boys and girls attend school, more girls
than boys graduate from high school and study at
university. Of course, women have the option of
marrying and staying at home with their children,
while young men have no other choice than work.
There are mixed marriages of ethnic and religious
groups, but mostly among Christians of different
faiths; Muslims mostly marry among each other.
5. Jacobsen: Following from the last two
questions, is ethnicity a live issue or something
socially uninteresting at the moment?
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Volko: It is an important issue because of the large
number of immigrants, especially since 2015.
Employees are expected to master the German
language well, and in some realms of economy good
English knowledge is a requirement too. Immigrants
often lack these language skills. The government is
trying to support them in acquiring these skills.
6. Jacobsen: You mentioned equity as an
important value previously with the responses.
How does the cultural value of equity mix with the
social life of the different religious groupings in
Austria? Also, as a small aside, what about the
minority of the non-religious in Austria along the
same lines?
Volko: I am a non-religious person myself and I do
not feel that I am discriminated against because of
my (non-)religious views. The situation was a bit
different when I was studying at medical school
because at the Medical University of Vienna, Roman
Catholic fraternities still have quite a lot of power
and as a non-religious person I was unable to join
them.
7. Jacobsen: For the economic development of
Austria into the future, will equity be a necessity
or excellence as a value be a necessity moving
forward? How is Austria handling the
coronavirus and its various impacts on the
economy of Austria?
Volko: The Austrian economy is highly developed,
but it is facing a recession due to coronavirus. It will
take some months or perhaps years until it will have
regained its strength. The Austrian government is
handling coronavirus by massive restrictions, which
have only recently been loosened up a little. In the
past six weeks, we were not supposed to leave home
unless for work and to buy food; restaurants and
stores were closed; we still have to keep one meter
distance between each other at minimum. These
drastic measures have successfully prevented spread
of coronavirus.
8. Jacobsen: What seems like the main
impediments to economic advancement in the
country now? How is its relation with the
European Union?
Volko: As said, the country is in a recession due to
coronavirus. Regarding the European Union, Austria
has been a member since 1995.
9. Jacobsen: Is there an ethic underlying Austrian
culture? The thou shalts and thou shalt nots of
Austrian culture giving rise to the social, political,
and economic dynamics seen today. What is it? Or
if a multiple or a plural answer, what are they?

Volko: I remember from my days at school that
teachers emphasized diligence. “You must also do
something”, was a phrase I heard my teachers say
often. They wanted to say that it is not enough to be
intelligent but that you also have to work hard in
order to achieve something. Another phrase that was
to be heard often was: “What you do, you have to do
properly.” Austrians do not like sloppiness.
10. Jacobsen: We’ve covered politics, social life,
economics, religion, and ethics of Austria. Any
final thoughts for this section relevant for the
audience?
Volko: Basically Austria is a good place to live in,
which is also one of the reasons why we have so
many immigrants.
11. Jacobsen: How is Chancellor Sebastian Kurz
performing in his duties? He is a 33-year-old man
with nice hair and an air of a Roman Catholic
aristocrat about him.
Volko: He is very popular. In recent polls his party
came to 48%, which is almost the absolute majority.
It is a long time since another party had such a high
percentage in the polls. So, as people are satisfied, he
is probably doing his job well.
12. Jacobsen: What do the People’s Party and the
Green Party stand for today?
Volko: The People’s Party is a conservative party
based on Christian values. This has not changed since
Kurz became its leader. However, what has changed
is the acting politicians. Kurz replaced the old staff
with a new one. The Green Party is a left-wing part
that is friendly with immigration and emphasizes
ecological responsibility.
13. Jacobsen: Is this social tension without
violence replicated in contiguous nations of
Austria?
Volko: Mostly yes, although in Germany, for
instance, outbreaks of violence do happen
occasionally.
14. Jacobsen: How can we provide a broader
palette of potential roles for the men in our
rapidly changing societies?
Volko: The role of the male adult is to earn his and
his family’s living. The professions a grown-up can
be occupied with are changing rapidly. It seems to be
a natural event that does not need government
interference.
15. Jacobsen: How can we provide better role
models for these men? Any exemplars at present?
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Volko: Well, if you turn on television you will see
series such as Grey’s Anatomy or Doctor House
which show how medical doctors should, or rather
should not, behave. These TV figures might serve as
role models.
16. Jacobsen: How is this ambivalence for the
treatment of non-religious in public and some
academic life replicated in other ways, in spite of
the positive equality in Austrian society in
general?
Volko: Most people I know view religion and
religious belief as private affairs which you do not
have to disclose to others.
17. Jacobsen: How has the coronavirus been a
wake-up call to the general public about the
importance of a stable society and harmonious
social relations?
Volko: Well, due to the enforced isolation people
realized how valuable it is to have social contacts. On
the other hand, the enforced isolation also showed
people that it is possible to live for weeks and months
without having much interaction with other people.
18. Jacobsen: Any idea as to the original or
instigating reason for joining the European Union
for Austria in 1995?
Volko: Back when the referendum on joining the
European Union was held politicians mostly argued
that the economy would profit of Austria joining the
European Union.
19. Jacobsen: How is the Austrian economy highly
developed? What industries? What were the
conscious moves to make the economy desirable in
the first place?
Volko: The Austrian economy is mostly servicebased. Agriculture makes up only a small percentage
of the gross national product. There is some industry,
such as the VOEST steel factories, but mostly it is
doctors, barbers, small shops that make up the
economy.
20. Jacobsen: How has this development of the
economy provided a desirable society for
immigration? How has immigration been wise and
unwise?
Volko: Many immigrants come to Austria because
there is a highly developed social welfare system.
Even if you lose your job, your existence is not
endangered. Of course social welfare is only possible
because the economy is reasonably highly developed.
It is a system in which every employee pays taxes to
the government and the government gives back
money to those who need it.

21. Jacobsen: How have there been naïve and,
also, cynical uses of immigration as a means by
which to score some political and social points
with different sectors of the Austrian citizenry?
Volko: The Freedom Party organized a referendum
opposed to immigration back in the early 1990s. Also
after this referendum the Freedom Party often
campaigned slogans against immigration.
22. Jacobsen: What does non-religious mean in
this context? In that, going deeper into the title,
what does imply about belief or non-belief in a god
or gods, in the efficacy of supernaturalism claims
about the operations of the world, about the
centrality of religious divine figures and holy
texts, or the importance of ritual and formalized
hierarchical structures?
Volko: Non-religious primarily means not being
affiliated with a particular religious group or church.
It does not mean that you do not hold views about
how the world was created, what the purpose of life
is, etc. Not every non-religious person is necessarily
an atheist. There are some
who care about metaphysical questions and some
who do not care.
23. Jacobsen: Social isolation has been correlated
with various health risks. Is this something of
concern to Austrian authorities with the
lockdowns? So, people can be used to living for
weeks and months in isolation. What about the
prior health research in observational studies on
negative health outcomes based on isolation?
Volko: I think that it is good we have Internet and
social networks such as
Facebook. Despite the social isolation these new
technologies enable
people to communicate. This certainly has a
beneficial effect upon
health as they can get informed about health
problems and discuss them
with other people.
24. Jacobsen: Series of three related questions: Is
the male earning capacity capable of supporting a
family, in or out of coronavirus times?
Volko: Sometimes it is, sometimes it is not. There
are still huge gaps
between incomes depending on profession and
institution where you
work.
25. Jacobsen: Are women’s earning capacities
changing the social, political, and economic
dynamics here?
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Volko: Sure, there are more self-sustaining women
than in the past, and there
are also many single mothers raising their children all
alone.
26. Jacobsen: How are the dominant faith
traditions reacting to this possible shifting
landscape with higher education as key in a
knowledge economy and Austrian women
graduating more from university than the men?
This, in turns, provides greater economic
opportunity for women never before seen on such
a global scale in recorded human history. To
some, the beginning of a new era, a phase change;
to others, the signs of the End Times, as foretold
in Abrahamic eschatological holy writ.
Volko: In Austria it is widely accepted that women
work. The official
religious leaders do not seem to be opposed to that.
27. Jacobsen: How does immigration change the
social character of Austrian society for the better
and for the worse?
Volko: Nowadays we have a lot of national groups in
Austria whose members
interact among each other and there is little
interaction between the
groups. Some people complain that immigration has

made Austrian
society worse while I do not think so.
28. Jacobsen: Do you care for the metaphysical
questions? If so, any answers about it?
Volko: I am interested in metaphysics and I
occasionally read publications
about this area. But I think there are no definite
answers to
questions such as the origin of the universe and the
goals of mankind.
It is all just speculation.
29. Jacobsen: Also, aside from answer, any
speculations about intelligences external to
humanity (or somehow incorporating them)?
Volko: There are a lot of animals that exhibit some
sort of intelligence. If
you are referring to extraterrestrial intelligence,
maybe it exists, I
do not know.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Austrian Computer and Medical Scientist.
[2] Individual Publication Date: May 8,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/volko-two;
Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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Abstract
James Gordon was born in 1987 in Denver, CO. He holds a Master of Fine Arts degree in Creative Writing
from Adelphi University (NY), and a BA in English from Western Washington University (WA). He has
worked a handful of different jobs, including in education and mental health. His hobbies include music,
writing, fitness, video games, movies, skiing, and reading. He is also an experimental musician who
improvises on the piano and guitar. You can visit his YouTube channel here, where he has an online video
journal of some of his music. He lives with his wife in Washington State, where he plans to soon start a
family. He discusses: genius and ideology; other qualities for genius; intelligence; intelligence and genius;
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Mensa International, Intertel, Triple Nine Society, Prometheus Society, and the Mega Society; and iffiness of
IQ.
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An Interview with James Gordon on Genius, Intelligence, and Other Qualities (Part Two)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Exceptional or
profound giftedness tends to come with a wide
variety of interests with an admixture of interests
becoming an interrelated set of interests. This may
explain, in part, the ways in which the different
segmentations of the gifted and talented become
pluralists in intellectual variety in addition to the
connections built between the wider variety of
interests with, at some level of intellectual
development and level of general intelligence, the
creation of the nearly unseen individuals
considered pervasively intelligent. One can have
the talent without the intellectual background;
another can lack the talent and have the
intellectual background. In the former case, the
individual amounts to an unrefined gem; in the
latter case, the individual becomes a highly
refined base metal, not a diamond. Both have
places in society. The combination or admixture of
elements for both in one individual becomes the
change makers of history, in general terms. Let’s
take an example from recent musical sampling, I
have been listening to the late polymath Hildegard
von Bingen. Catherine Morris Cox in the studies
of genius rank von Bingen amongst the greatest
geniuses in history. In listening to some of the
musical productions by her, which I have been
enjoying, in the Western classical tradition, we
someone who composed musical productions,
philosophical thought, and writings. Someone
who, probably, built a framework of
comprehension of the world inclusive of the
Christian, mystic, written, philosophical, and
musical works together rather than as siloed
domains. Someone both talented and integrative
of a wide variety of intellectual stimuli. With this
example of genius, and with, at least, some knowns
about giftedness and talentedness, we have the
historical evidence of such individuals arising in
the past and some general criteria for a set of
qualities bringing about their fruition in the real
world, as exemplified in the evidenced examples.
In fact, even in those who conduct the music
rather than compose it, or those who master the
interpretation and delivery of composition as
conductors, they can specialize in particular
forms, e.g., Herbert von Karajan remained the
master of Allegro when alive. Individual character

and sensibilities build into this too. At the same
time, we can note ethnic supremacist and fascist
ideologies in the history of some of these
characters too, not von Bingen, but von Karajan
with the National Socialist or Nazi Party in
German. In general terms, does this seem right to
you? If so, how so? If not, why not? How can
geniuses come with negative qualities, unsavoury
ideological associations, in their personal histories
and stories too?
James Gordon: I think there’s a lot of truth to the
above. I’m not familiar with all of the individuals you
mentioned but look forward to researching them and
their work. I do think that genius is very much a
subjective idea, I don’t agree there’s one supreme
example of type of genius. I go into that in some of
the following questions in a little more depth. As for
tendencies towards polymathy, that’s pretty common
among very intelligent people (in my experience), but
so is focus and specialization. I think both are
contrastive ways genius can manifest. For those who
are polymathic, they still go very deeply into multiple
areas, often more deeply than other non-genius
experts who specialize. The geniuses who specialize
are therefore comparatively like super-experts, and
those who cross-fertilize have a globalized
understanding of different fields.
There’s only so much energy to go around, and some
depth is sacrificed at the expense of breadth. I think
that for geniuses it’s relatively easier to rise to the
level of expert in one domain and then to move on
and become expert in other domains. To push the
limits of what expert is means competing with other
geniuses who’re specializing. One example would be
Da Vinci who was known for his painting and
inventions and so forth. He’s considered one of the
greatest painters of all time, but other painters are
generally somewhat more celebrated (such as Titian
and Rembrandt) who were highly specialized in
painting. Da Vinci was celebrated more for his
overall contributions in variegated disciplines.
About the Nazi leaders’ IQ scores (they were all
140+ if I remember correctly); you have to think
about reasons why they could score high. One is to
consider that they are sociopaths, who probably don’t
experience human emotions and anxieties, and can
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thus focus singularly on a test. Another is to consider
they’re con men and narcissists, who are driven to do
well at something if it presents them in a positive
light. I think that a lot of morally good, intelligent
people probably don’t test optimally. Maybe they get
distracted during tests, as they’re preoccupied more
about other things of greater relevance. Their IQ
could easily be underestimated by a test. By the same
token, others’ scores can be inflated (since these
people are simply better at taking a test, not
necessarily smarter overall). IQ testing can be
extremely limited, which I will discuss further.
About the intersection of genius and evil, in addition
to those you mentioned, the philosopher Martin
Heidegger springs to mind. He was Hitler’s favourite
philosopher, and a member of the Nazi party. I’ve
read his work Being and Time, and on a
philosophical level, it’s quite fascinating, while
having no discernible connection to Nazi ideologies.
Nietzsche as well was known for being highly
influential towards Hitler’s ideology, yet he himself
had no anti-Semitic leanings I’m aware of. It’s
possible for evil and genius to become mixed up
sometimes. Hitler himself was even known for being
quite intelligent in some ways, while in other ways
incredibly stupid, and of course sociopathic. Humans
are complex and are not generally two-dimensional in
their characteristics. A person can be a mixed bag of
traits and thus judging character is not always simple.
Sometimes evil people can even be geniuses or at
least of very high intellectual potential. We discuss
later on some ways geniuses can become delusional
and insane; evil itself being related to insanity.
2. Jacobsen: What might be some other
considerations for the inclusion of genius category,
other qualities?
Gordon: In my eyes, genius is a very open-ended
term which people take to mean different things. I
feel that I’ve generally been more inclusive in how I
treat it. To me, someone being a genius doesn’t mean
they have to be famous or in the extreme minority of
high intellects, like for example Albert Einstein (the
epitome of genius as a household name), or a noted
scientist from a long list of Nobel Prize Winners
(whom only those interested in the field would know
about). I think genius can be a relatively mundane
and ordinary thing, because we all possess it to some
degree, as human beings. The celebrity geniuses we
hear about in society are extraordinary and blatant
manifestations of the essential genius in all people,
and furthermore are all cases of ideal circumstances
for those genius’ rise to fame and recognition. Even
those who seem to be anything but geniuses, for
example the intellectually disabled or the clinically

insane, often do show genius traits albeit in isolated
and limited ways.
Thus I feel it is open to interpretation, what genius is
(like art, it can be in the eye of the beholder). There
are plenty of people who you can’t easily argue are
not geniuses, and maybe these are the examples we
can turn to as the supreme examples and definition –
but I feel this is too exclusive, and diminishes the
value of other, less obvious and maybe more subtle
manifestations of genius. One aspect of genius is
originality and breaking new ground, which can
mean that not everyone agrees with them (so these
geniuses may not become quite as popular).
There is definitely a spectrum, and I think it’s
possible to have it to varying degrees. The vast
majority of people in general will not be at the
socially-recognized level of Nobel Prize winners, or
celebrity stars receiving accolades for their creativity
(award-winning actors, directors, writers, musicians,
artists, etc). Similarly, I don’t feel genius should be
reserved for the elite in society. I can only imagine
that throughout history, many geniuses have
remained largely undiscovered. It’s not that they
weren’t real geniuses, but rather that the world wasn’t
ready for their intellect or their minds were wasted
and lost from society’s records. To put it simply,
many genius intellects are likely not appreciated or
known widely for many for their gifts. We can look
to celebrated geniuses to get a sense for what is likely
being missed out on among the unknown.
3. Jacobsen: What is intelligence?
Gordon: It depends who you ask, but I think of it in
terms of variegated proficiencies. It’s very subjective
to whatever context you’re referring to. It can relate
to practicality, empathy, creativity, resourcefulness,
persuasion; it can be mainly logical, social, linguistic,
mathematical, etc. There are lots of paradigms out
there about multiple intelligences. There are so many
aspects to it that it can be difficult to generalize. It’s
usually a positive thing, but if not balanced by other
healthy traits, it can be used for ill means. In its
purest form I think it relates to thinking; how well
someone thinks, often preferring the mind more than
the body. Often intelligence thus relates to thought
processes which are analytical, creative, abstract, and
systematic. It can have strong ties to knowledge,
wisdom, and creativity. Mental brilliance as it can be
recognized is maybe the most obvious form of
intelligence, but it can be noticed in many other
capacities as well (athletic ability for example is a
contrastive kind of intelligence). The brain is
connected to all human functions, so anyone doing
something very well with their body is showing
intelligence; my view of intelligence is fairly holistic.
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4. Jacobsen: What relates genius and intelligence
as a set if the two can be considered as a set
together?
Gordon: I see one clear route from intelligence to
genius, which is matter of degree. Find me someone
who is intelligent enough, and I have little problem
calling them a genius. Otherwise, genius that is not
simply extreme intelligence, must also involve
creativity, originality, inventiveness, innovation, and
remarkable cleverness. I think that to the non-genius,
a genius’s gifts seem almost superhuman. One looks
at their work and thinks “how could anyone possibly
come up with this or achieve this?”, it seems almost
unfathomable. Yet at the same time, geniuses can
often be remarkable at simplifying their discoveries
and creations for others, breaking down what does
seem complex into simpler parts. I think many of us
feel that we know genius when we see it, but my
hope is that we can judge for ourselves rather than
going strictly by what society tells us.
5. Jacobsen: Does high intelligence seem to protect
against or amplify mental illness?
Gordon: I think it goes both ways. It can protect, by
virtue of the grounding influence of logic, rationality,
wisdom, resourcefulness, and so on. It can also
amplify, by virtue of feeling mental stress, being
high-strung, thinking too much, being sensitive, and
not fitting in with society.
6. Jacobsen: Why does genius, sometimes, seem
indistinguishable from lunacy?
Gordon: Because they have some things in common.
Both involve perceiving the world in special ways,
which others may have some difficulty seeing, at
least without closer inspection. Both tend to be
isolated and to some degree preoccupied within their
minds, whether it be an affliction or an inspiration.
Also, sometimes both are present in a person, making
it hard to know where one ends and the other begins.
7. Jacobsen: How does genius turn into true
lunacy, where a lunatic thinks they’ve discovered
the secret sauce of the universe?
Gordon: I think that there are probably massive
groups of people who believe they’ve discovered the
secret recipe and encourage one another in their
beliefs, so it’s possible for a genius to become
influenced by such groups, especially if their
giftedness is rather specific and leaves them naive in
other ways. When the esoteric key is truly believed to
be theirs alone, this may result from over-active
imaginations which are connected to their creative
genius, but if left unchecked, can overpower their
rationality. Social eccentricity can exacerbate this.

Reality can thus blend with fantasy until the two are
intertwined.
I think geniuses can be subject as others are to
confirmation bias; to put it simply, they believe
things because they want to believe them (e.g.
Einstein rejecting quantum mechanics); or they
believe them out of fear (Newton being God-fearing).
I attribute this to the main reason why people are
religious. It’s more comforting to believe there’s life
after death than there’s death after life, possibly as a
reward for good behavior; and conversely it is easy to
be motivated by a fear of punishment. People want
things to make sense in a sometimes unprovable way.
But what makes sense to me on a logical level?
Personally, I can most easily imagine that things end,
and go back to how they were before I was born,
despite the fact that this isn’t exactly a comforting
notion (but I guess it’s more comforting than hell).
This kind of ordinary bias towards confirming what
we want to believe can lead to individual lunacy,
which is really not so much different from the
propagation of many cherished belief systems in our
world.
8. Jacobsen: How can high-IQ communities
marginalize and isolate individuals who have
delusions of grandeur and, in essence, act as
destructive rather than constructive forces within
them?
Gordon: It works the same way as a placebo does. If
you believe something, it will do things to you,
whether it’s true or not. If to you a test is evidence
that you’re a genius and furthermore there are others
who side with you, that may be all you need to
develop a grandiose complex about it. There could be
little to no evidence of genius in your life outside of
this particular domain. That’s why I’m suspicious of
cultish dynamics in IQ world (and other places). I
can’t take away from people their promising scores,
but I can scrutinize the tests/results, and call into
question what it all means (as I can do for scores I
myself have received). Again it’s a matter of how
you take this information.
I can make a decent argument stating that IQ 140+
qualifies as genius, therefore some thus qualified
group has good reason to call themselves geniuses.
However, I could also come from another angle and
say it’s really not very good proof of genius. It’s all a
matter of perspective. I think both attitudes can be
destructive. You don’t want to be in denial about
something and say “oh whatever, these people can’t
be that smart, they aren’t geniuses, they’re just
delusional narcissists” and dismiss all of it. Yet at the
same time it’s also clearly the wrong thing to take it
as written in stone, this is too farfetched and
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premature of a conclusion to draw. For me, the right
stance is to be somewhere in the middle; to be
educated and rational about it.
9. Jacobsen: Wikipedia’s editorial staff after
deliberation and debate narrowed down the five
main reliable high-IQ societies to Mensa
International, Intertel, Triple Nine Society,
Prometheus Society, and the Mega Society. What
makes reliable, democratic, and constructive highIQ societies such as these function better than
most or others? Why are the segmentations of
these different high-IQ societies important for the
delivering of cognitive-rarity relevant material to
its members?
Gordon: These are some of the larger and longerstanding societies, with stricter admissions criteria. I
know that at least Mensa has their own test. I believe
all the others only accept supervised or very specific
tests. I believe some of these also have fees. Do the
above attributes lead to more constructive, reliable,
and democratic societies? I’m not so sure. If there are
fees, then it’s possible they’re being used for
constructive administrative purposes. As for the
stricter admissions, maybe to some it matters to be in
a group that only accepts certain kinds of tests, and
these carefully administered tests are harder to cheat
on. Of course groups are welcome to do whatever
they want with regards to their own criteria. The
“cognitive-rarity relevant material” is generally just
these people’s communication with one another.
10. Jacobsen: Above 4-sigma, intelligence tests
become iffy, wobbly. Why?
Gordon: I believe they are inherently iffy at all
levels, for fairly evident reasons, but people seem to
readily admit this more at the highest levels. This
might be because generally speaking, IQ tests
weren’t really invented for the purpose of measuring
intelligence per se, but rather one’s cognitive
functioning from a more clinical standpoint. This is
why they’re administered by psychologists, who are
concerned mainly with understanding their
consumers’ minds so as to better help them with
whatever difficulties they’re experiencing. This is IQ
test companies’ way of pointing out that they’re not
really in the business of assessing whether or not
you’re a genius. What they’re trying to do is figure
out how well your mind works with regards to what
is broadly defined as “intelligence”, and give you a
statistical idea of where you are on the bell curve
compared to your peers (with which they have done
some correlations and studies to give us an idea of
what exactly that score may mean in the broader
context).

If the score is really low, you can see how this would
help mental health professionals to see inside of their
client or patient’s perspective; similarly, if it is very
high, or average. Whatever the score may be, this can
be illuminating information to have. You might say
they’re being used “off-label” to diagnose genius
(and the non-psychologist spin-off tests focus more
on simply targeting how smart you are). IQ is one
metric psychologists like to use because it helps to
show how clearly, efficiently, effectively, logically
(and so forth) the person can think. The statistical
score of course becomes less precise at the upper
levels (studying the bell curve and statistics helps
understand why that is). Most of the tests don’t
measure higher than 155 or 160, partly because the
statistics will not hold up very well, and because it’s
hard to design a test which they feel can do that. I
believe there’s the WAIS extended scale you can take
for 160+ which is seen as very experimental and
basically inaccurate (like other high range tests).
Offshoots from these tests are all the various ones
you find that are not administered by psychologists,
which include Mensa’s test (being among the more
widespread variety). These tests measure in some
ways a different kind of IQ, which uses the same
statistical system (standard deviation set at 15 or 16,
with 100 as average). Often (in the high range world)
these are correlated with supervised tests. I think I
disagree with this parallel, because the independent
tests are outside of the realm of psychology. This is
strictly psychometrics (the measurement of one’s
mental capacity to be used for social hierarchical
purposes). This is where the stratification and status
comes in, seeing people’s IQ scores as static
properties that are fixed, objective, and important
(which I think many people are putting too much
weight in and this is socially problematic). Usually a
psychologist only administers an IQ test if he feels
it’s necessary, which isn’t all that often. Of course
parents can influence this if their child is seeing a
psychologist, often the intention is to help get a sense
for how well they can do academically (going by
what the test finds) versus how well they actually do.
Any specific IQ test is quite limited in what it can
measure, and recognizing that they are all different
helps illustrate how the assumption that they’re
assessing the same kind of “IQ”, in the same accurate
way is not at all realistic. Granted, if you do poorly
on one test, that’s significant on some level, but let
the punishment fit the crime (the same goes for high
scores). Because you scored low doesn’t mean you’re
forever to be branded as an imbecile, any more than
scoring high means you’re a verified genius. If you
performed badly or mediocrely on a test and do well
in life, it’s very possible the score isn’t accurate, for
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potentially a variety of reasons. I have a hard time
trusting a test that would score a Feynman 125 or a
Kasparov 135 (a case of IQ tests clearly failing the
test taker).
A high score is more likely to be accurate, because
you have to answer the questions right in the first
place, but it still may not correlate with other
balanced traits in the test-taker. Maybe you’re good
at the test and that’s mostly it. I’ve discovered quite a
bit of what I perceive to be ignorance among high
scorers. Again, correlative studies have been done to
help shed light on what the score can and should
suggest. If you take no tests at all, surely you can get
a sense for what your “relative IQ” might be based on
other tasks; tests aren’t necessary. If you absolutely
want to take a test, then I would recommend taking
more than just one, and educating yourself about the
various tests out there, and what they can and can’t

do (to get to better know your own abilities and also
the various tests’ unique qualities).
Appendix I: Footnotes
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(NY); B.A., English, Western Washington University
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[2] Individual Publication Date: May 8,
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Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
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*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence
scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Justin Duplantis is a Member of the Triple Nine Society and the current Editor of its journal
entitled Vidya. He discusses: “Vidya” as a term; the importance of Vidya; current membership of the Triple
Nine Society; a society in its values manifesting the good and the bad; trajectory of Vidya; inspirations; the
more and less intelligence and the impacts of boredom on the former grouping; intelligence as important
factor apart from other in a general way; and the main negative traits of the highly intelligent.
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An Interview with Justin Duplantis on Gifted Education Research, Myths About the Gifted, Positivity About
Academia, and Deep Feeling: Editor, Vidya (Part Three)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: So, “Vidya” is the
Sanskrit term for learning, or some close
equivalent. Any idea as to why this was the
originally selected term for TNS?
Justin Duplantis: You are correct. As to who
selected this name and why, I am unsure.

2. Jacobsen: How is Vidya “the glue and the duct
tape that holds TNS together”?
Duplantis: Vidya plays an integral role in TNS.
Although there are regional and international
gatherings, many do not attend. Seeing as how it is a
social club, the members interact virtually. One thing
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that I have implemented is a “New Members”
section. This allows for new members to include a
biography about themselves, along with their contact
information. The hopes is that other members will
read it, find relatability, and reach out. Additionally,
there are members that simply do not get involved, so
the bimonthly issues are the only real contact they
have with the organization and their fellow members.
3. Jacobsen: What is the current membership of
TNS, e.g., demographics, national representation,
sex and gender split, etc.?
Duplantis: We do not track membership
demographics to that degree. We have members all
over the globe, with the majority residing in the US
and Europe. TNS has been in the range of 2,000
members, for some time.
4. Jacobsen: What makes a good society? What
makes a bad society?
Duplantis: A society is defined by its ethics and
integrity, as a whole, and down to its individuals.
5. Jacobsen: When you’re looking at the
trajectory of the content of Vidya, everyone editor
has a style and a focus. We try to be as broad and
inclusive, but we have limitations as human
beings. If you reflect on personality, temperament,
and abilities, what will be the expected projects,
initiative, publications, and foci within Vidya?
Duplantis: I have always tried to be as inclusive as
possible and give as many people an opportunity to
share. In addition to the “New Members” section, I
encourage the members to send in a business profile
to advertise their company, send letters to the editor
to be responded to, submit articles, and even send in
art in all forms (ie short stories, poems, pictures of
their paintings, etc.).
6. Jacobsen: Who inspires you?
Duplantis: I have a good friend that suffers from
mental illness. Each day is a struggle and fight that he
wages against it. He has a strong entrepreneurial
spirit and has established a number of businesses. He
is not afraid of failure. I, on the other hand, am
terrified of it. I have aspirations of being a business
owner, at some point. The small amount of
confidence I possess is due to seeing his enthusiastic
and fearless approach.
7. Jacobsen: What happens when the less
intelligent become deviant, criminal, and
destructive? What happens when the more
intelligent become the aforementioned?
Duplantis: My theory is that the highly gifted enter
criminal enterprises out of boredom. They are

seeking a thrill and have been unable to find it
through the educational system. If they were
challenged and their interests realized, their potential
could be fulfilled, rather than wasted. I am hopeful
that my research will not only reinforce this theory,
but give me the data to approach the educating of the
gifted in an entirely different way. They can no
longer be the lost segment of society, much like the
autistic were a decade ago.
As for the less intelligent, much of it has to do with
the environment in which these individuals are
raised. At the end of the day, financial stability is a
driving factor. People want to make the most money
possible, doing the least amount of work. The irony is
that a full-time employee of a fast food restaurant has
a significantly higher income than an entry-level drug
dealer. Educating the youth and showing them this
research and statistics may help in reducing the
number of individuals, on the opposite side of the
bell curve, from entering that lifestyle.
8. Jacobsen: What seem like established facts
about intelligence in psychological literature?
What makes intelligence one trait among many
others needing a great deal of balance amongst the
litany of positive human attributes available in the
human palette of talents?
Duplantis: I think that question in itself shows the
general viewpoint on intelligence. I was in that camp
once. I saw intelligence as a singular attribute, like
athleticism. It is not. Being an athlete is independent.
Intelligence is not. Athleticism does not effect every
aspect of a person’s life. The average IQ is 100. If we
take the same deviation on either side of the curve,
let’s say 55 points, we have IQs of 45 and 155. The
population easily looks at an individual with an IQ of
45 and draws a consensus that their profound delay
will impact every aspect of their life, indefinitely.
They are given resources to aid in their integration
into society. Conversely speaking, when the highly
gifted are looked at, intelligence is all of a sudden a
single attribute. This is illogical. Just as the mentally
delayed have a set of common characteristics that
make it difficult for them to seamlessly integrate into
society, so do the highly gifted.
9. Jacobsen: What are the main negative
attributes, personality traits that can develop
among highly intelligent women and men?
Duplantis: I prefer not to call any attribute negative.
In moderation, they can all be seen in a positive light.
With that said, there are some that certainly make
relationships and societal integration more
challenging. The three that come to mind are:
extreme thinking, emotional sensitivity, and high
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moral standards. These make things difficult, as they
go against our very culture.
Extreme thinking is seeing things in black and white.
There is no gray. This is a common characteristic
among the highly gifted and is certainly a struggle.
The culture is one of flexibility. These are the rules,
with the exception(s)…. Finding justifications for
exceptionalities is, at times, impossible.
Emotional sensitivity leads to being labeled
“dramatic” or an over-reactor. I surmise this is related
to extreme thinking in that there is no gray in hurt.
You either wronged me or didn’t. The levels of hurt
are not present. It is either pain or no pain. There is
no delineation. This leads to being perceived as
sensitive, but also makes it appear as though the
bigger things are taken in stride.
High moral standards are also interwoven with
extreme thinking. Something is right or wrong. If one
sees smoking as wrong, it is still wrong even when
drinking. The justification for lowering moral
standards, situationally, cannot be rationalized.

These views are in stark contrast to how society sees
things. Society is made up of many shades of gray.
Having such a divergent mindset makes relationships
and societal integration difficult.
Appendix I: Footnotes
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Abstract
Christian is a Philosopher that comes from Belgium. What identifies him the most and above all is simplicity,
for everything is better with “vanilla flavour.” Perhaps, for this reason, his intellectual passion is criticism
and irony, in the sense of trying to reveal what “hides behind the mask,” and give birth to the true. For him,
ignorance and knowledge never “cross paths.” What he likes the most in his leisure time, is to go for a walk
with his wife. He discusses: media, genius, and high intelligence; evading public presence; crappy mood as a
trait of geniuses; deductive logic; expansion of partials, relatives, and invisibles; science as partials, relatives,
and invisibles; the supernatural; living in a multidimensional reality; intuition; genius and theological
thinking; theology and the advancement of the material conditions of human beings; cognitive generalism;
Ancient Greece generating geniuses; extrasensory perception as an experience and not a reality; metaintelligence and mystical states; belief behind begging God; nothing making reality ultimately real; empirical
and rational traditions of the world; a soul; being an obsessive individual; punishment of geniuses; genius as
a quality in itself; other forms of reasoning; inductive and deductive logic; discovering principles of existence;
genius and simplicity; societies and genius; restricting genius; genius and excitability and hallucinations;
fetishization of genius gone wrong; intelligence; genius; fake genius; intelligence and genius; real genius; ow
societies destroy genius; genius; common traits of genius; lunatics; and the criteriaa entering into the
“theoretically defined constructs.”
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An Interview with Christian Sorenson on Intelligence, Genius, and Philosophy (Part Two)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Let’s talk about
intelligence and genius, by the nature of high
intelligence combined with unique qualities and
cultural factors, there can be a conflation between
high scores on intelligence tests and then the idea
of genius. The media loves stories on geniuses, as
we see with Marilyn vos Savant or Robert Jarvik,
M.D. We see these trends in the public mind with
an individual who scores high on an alternative
I.Q. test or on a mainstream intelligence test, and
then media, as per the desire for a good and
unusual story, cling to this with all their
journalistic might and then want the interview.
Sometimes, they get them. What is the fascination
of the media with genius and high intelligence?
Christian Sorenson: I believe that commonly genius
and high intelligence represents for society and then
to media a sort of “fetish.” In this sense, they’re
forms of “objects of desire,” which are invested with
power, and therefore this functions analogously to
sexual objects, and for that reason causes fascination
of the media.
2. Jacobsen: How do some, like yourself, evade
explicit public presence? I am aware of a few who
go for presence and then pretend as if they don’t,
get it and don’t want it and then simply live with
it, or do go for it and don’t care a smidgen about
the other aspects, even social or personal
consequences, as in only caring about the coverage
for the sake of the coverage. Even at the blip-score
highest measured levels (rarity of 1-in30,938,221,975 people out of the general
population, or 198 on S.D. 15), as in the case of the
Non-Verbal Cognitive Performance Examination
(N-VCP) designed by Dr. Xavier Jouve, published
in Cerebrals Online Journal Issue 11 & Gift of
Fire Issue 129, and scored very high on by Dr.
Evangelos Katsioulis, M.D., Ph.D. (who was
friends with Dr. Jouve), there is a lifelong
presence in the media on the personality level and
a Greek journalist fascination with the
psychiatrist. While to the vos Savant & Jarvik
example, she has only given a few interviews
outside of productions in Parade Magazine at any
reasonable length to discern views, attitudes, and
sensibilities. In them, she matches Mencken’s
commentary comparison between men and
women with men as more sentimental and vain
while women have far more sense as the “supreme
realists of the race” (species).

Sorenson: Evading explicit public presence not
necessarily means you’re doing so with “high
profile,” and the opposite neither does it. “In
essence” what I would evade from the explicit public
presence, is to consent with being cathectized of
“something” in this context, that could turn me
fascinating.
Even though they have existed societies like the
period of “golden thought” in Greece, where it was
likely that geniuses were venerated, the result has
invariably always been the same, sometimes coming
to them to pay with their lives, like Socrates or more
recently C. Dickens. The point is that societies are
not prepared “to hear” what geniuses have to
say, they are not ready to hear the “truth.” This last as
it is revolutionary and disruptive, puts the
“establishment” at risk, and therefore this is
dangerous because it constitutes a threat.
3. Jacobsen: Why “crappy mood” as a common
personality trait of geniuses?
Sorenson: Because they feel that everything around
them is going extremely slow, and that makes them
impatient and exasperated. Also because it frustrates
them, not to be heard at one moment, and that later
the facts show that they were right.
4. Jacobsen: Does the secondary nature of
deductive logic make it less refined while rarer in
our species?
Sorenson: It is less scientific, since its starting point
is an “eternal and universal essence” that doesn’t
follow any method. Indeed, it is rarer, in the sense
that requires greater ability to make logical inferences
from general principles.
5. Jacobsen: Can you expand on “partials,
relatives and invisibles”?
Sorenson: Study objects are theoretically defined
constructs; therefore, they don’t correspond to any
real object. They are relatives, because they can be
redefinable, they are partials since they integrate
different aspects that together do not correspond to
any real object as such, and they are invisible for the
reason that they constitute abstractions.
6. Jacobsen: How do objects in science boil down
to “partials, relatives and invisibles”?
Sorenson: Because in my opinion reality is
inaccessible, and “hermetic,” and then it becomes
necessary to build study objects through “noetic
consensus,” which I can only know indirectly from
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these, that actually are artificial instruments. In other
words, it is only after the “operability” of the use of
them, that I can confirm that the “consensus” is
correct.
7. Jacobsen: Who do you mean by “channeled
without interference” for better understanding
regarding the supernatural?
Sorenson: That is necessary to “empty” the mind and
block discursive thought, by adopting a purely
contemplative attitude, “like a lover waiting for his
beloved.”
8. Jacobsen: How are the boundaries between
intellective intuition and extra sensory perception
dim? Is this a conceptual gap rather than a claim
to the reality on the former and a fantasy on the
latter, or both?
Sorenson: We live in a multidimensional reality, and
indeed ourselves are “matter and not-matter” at the
same time. Actually, there are no limits between the
worlds that make up these dimensions. It is we, who
create these limits through the intelligence that is
matter, in the biological sense of the term, but when
we activate the extra sensory perception, intelligence
turns to its service, the boundaries fade, and the
“connection” to the whole is established.
9. Jacobsen: What is intuition?
Sorenson: It is the “meta-intelligence,” the closest
thing to a “mystical state.”
10. Jacobsen: Many geniuses spent their lives
thinking about heaven and hell, and the names
and traits of God. Why?
Sorenson: Because as me, they are “obsessives.”
Both, hell and heaven, and God, generally have to do
with what comes after life ends. Obsessive
individuals, have a conflict with death, and in
consequence, usually geniuses have it too.
11. Jacobsen: Many other geniuses spent their
lives on thinking about the advancement of the
material condition of human beings. Why?
Sorenson: Because they are “lesser geniuses.”
12. Jacobsen: What, in real terms, provides more
benefit to the great mass of people – thinking
about heaven and hell, and the names and traits of
God, or thinking about the advancement of the
material condition of human beings?
Sorenson: I think that both, though the former is at
the service of the last. Despite its need to distinguish
something. When the former regards “the
oppressed,” it is to “anesthetize their
conscience,” and to beg God to save them from this

hell. While when this is related to “the oppressors,”
its also to “anesthetize their conscience,” but… To
lighten their anguish, because life is “on the final
countdown,” they need to beg God for not ending up
in hell.
13. Jacobsen: Are human beings cognitive
generalists in which differences in measurements
of intelligence amount to mere differences of
fidelity of the generality?
Sorenson: Human beings are generalists and
“singularists” cognitives, and both are in double
sense. The fact of being in that way, regarding
intelligence, remarks indeed essential differences of
fidelity with generality.
14. Jacobsen: Why did Ancient Greece venerate
geniuses?
Sorenson: Generally, they did, nevertheless some
were made to pay with their lives for seeking or have
found the truth, no matter they were right. They tend
to worshiped the geniuses, because the Greek culture
was a humanistic and anthropocentric culture that,
unlike the Christian culture, did “not demonize” the
reason, or the fact that geniuses were special
individuals.
15. Jacobsen: Do you believe in extrasensory
perception as a reality? How do you define
extrasensory perception in a more comprehensive
and precise meaning?
Sorenson: I believe in it, as an experience not as a
reality. It is the result of a “noumenic identification”
with the whole to form the “one” in the sense of
unity.
16. Jacobsen: Can you elaborate on the “metaintelligence” and the associated “mystical state” of
mind implied there?
Sorenson: “Meta-intelligence,” is a rational action
that dispenses of reasoning as a cognitive process
and, therefore, captures in an instant abstraction the
formal quality of being itself. A mystical state, is a
“reminiscent” experience, in which a supposed
condition is revived, since once, we lived with
entities that were eternal.
17. Jacobsen: Is fear of a hell and punishment,
and a god, a major reason for the belief in one, in
line with the comment of ‘begging God’?
Sorenson: That is rather a consequence, since fear is
due to the anguish, because one feels in front of a
“unbearable lightness of being.”
18. Jacobsen: If reality amounts to something, at
bottom, inaccessible and hermetic with the
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requirement of “noetic consensus” for the study
thereof, what makes reality real?
Sorenson: Nothing, because indeed, there is a barrier
between the subject who knows and reality as a
known object. For this reason, between both, there is
only mediation, an indirect relationship, which is
given and it is determined only by the level of
operability of the “noetic consensus.” In other words,
if what is empirically verified corresponds to what
was previously defined, then we can confirm that
there is a “consensus,” because we are understanding
the same thing, but not a thing can assure me that the
last effectively corresponds to reality.
19. Jacobsen: Following from the previous
question, how does this bring together the
empirical and rational traditions of study of the
world?
Sorenson: I believe that empirical and rational
traditions, indeed represent rationalism and therefore
modernity, while what I propose represents a
perspective, that although it is not irrational, it is
“postmodern,” in consequence they hardly could
come together.
20. Jacobsen: What dimensions comprise the basic
dimensions in the “multidimensional reality”
mentioned before? I am speaking, of course, of the
more than three spatial dimensions and one
temporal dimension. I mean interpretations of
nature too, qualities of it.
Sorenson: I feel that the dimension of “soul,” not
necessarily in the sense of divine breath or
transcendent spirit, but as a “body” which in turn is
an object, of who it is possible to get an “idea.”
21. Jacobsen: Do you consider yourself an
obsessed individual?
Sorenson: An obsessive individual, rather than an
obsessed one. In my opinion they are not equivalent,
since the former represents a “floating condition,”
while the last supposes an “object fixation,” and
therefore, can indicate something very different.
22. Jacobsen: If you take the revolutionary nature
and impact on societies of geniuses, and if you
take the increased complexity of societies, do
geniuses seem more likely or less likely now? In
that, societies remain far below human upper
limits to permit the emergence of new genius or
societies are too complicated to see as many true
geniuses when societies were less complicated.
Sorenson: Even though they have existed societies
like the period of “golden thought” in Greece, where
it was likely that geniuses were venerated, the result

has invariably always been the same, sometimes
coming them to pay with their lives, like Socrates or
more recently C. Dickens. The point is that societies
are not prepared “to hear” what geniuses have to
say, they are not ready to hear the “truth”. This last as
it is revolutionary and disruptive, puts the
“establishment” at risk, and therefore this is
dangerous because it constitutes a threat.
23. Jacobsen: Is genius almost an emotional,
instinctual quality more than a quality of
intelligence? In that, intelligence merely amplifies
other human qualities.
Sorenson: Genius is not a quality of nothing,
therefore exists in itself and not in something as
qualities do.
24. Jacobsen: Are any other forms of reasoning
from inductive and deductive valid to you, e.g.,
paraconsistent logic or dialetheism?
Sorenson: Both aim to go beyond consistency or
mitigate contradictions. For me they are indeed valid,
despite they’re not true forms of reasoning.
25. Jacobsen: How would the development of
intelligence as an inductive and deductive logic
directed towards particular problems, together,
evolve?
Sorenson: Inductive more than deductive logic, due
to its starting point of study, has more chances of
evolving because it’s directly related to scientific
method.
26. Jacobsen: How did these capacities transition
from regularities in narrow ancestral
environments and more into discovering general
principles of existence seen in the sciences?
Sorenson: As a challenge, since science increasingly
has to open towards working with study objects that
are more partials, relatives and invisibles.
27. Jacobsen: Why is the presentation of solutions
“as simple as possible” the key hallmark of a real
or true genius?
Sorenson: Because perfection is simple, in
consequence genius is more close to the former.
28. Jacobsen: How do societies work to foster
genius, when or if they do?
Sorenson: Societies should do that by integrating
geniuses more, but that doesn’t reflect actually and
currently what societies do, or what they have done
in the past.
29. Jacobsen: What types of societies appear to
have eliminated geniuses altogether now?
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Sorenson: Specially those theocratic societies with
strong fundamentalist beliefs.
30. Jacobsen: How do lower threshold for
excitability and deeper saturation of sensory and
internal representative information of the world
help build richer networks of understanding of
reality? Is this more conducive or less conducive
for hallucinations, misrepresentations of reality?
We hear lots of tales of ghosts, angels, whole
spiritual realms. Yet, many of the more
sophisticated classes of people in history have
devoted lives to the investigation of these
representations of the world.
Sorenson: If they can be channeled without
interference, then they can help to build richer
networks of understanding. Boundaries of intellective
intuition and extra sensory perception are dim.
31. Jacobsen: Is there an even greater fetishization
of genius or the highly intelligent gone wrong – a
juicy journalistic story?
Sorenson: Yes, when they attract attention and
produce fascination for their rarity.
32. Jacobsen: What is intelligence?
Sorenson: It is the procedural capacity of thought to
elaborate reasoning in an inductive and deductive
sense facing a certain problem.
33. Jacobsen: What is genius?
Sorenson: It is someone who disregarding of formal
reasoning, is able to come out with a solution through
instantaneous intellective intuition.
34. Jacobsen: What is a fake genius?
Sorenson: Someone who scores an IQ much lower
with a mainstream test than with a high range one.
35. Jacobsen: What relates intelligence and
genius?
Sorenson: Nothing, because it is not something
related to a quantitative dimension but to a qualitative
nature.
36. Jacobsen: What are the elements of genius?
The components bringing about that which we
title with the exalted status of (real/true) genius.
Sorenson: The extremely rare ability to solve
extremely complex problems, without following any
sequence, and through solutions that are as simple as
possible.
37. Jacobsen: How do societies, typically, function
to destroy genius?

Sorenson: Thermodynamically speaking, by
operating as closed systems. Since genius tends to
produce revolutionary changes in societies, they see
on them a threat that compromise their balance, and
for this reason, they occupy mechanisms of resistance
and opposition in order to neutralize and exclude
geniuses who finally disappear.
38. Jacobsen: What can foster genius?
Sorenson: Curiosity and a desire to learn from them.
39. Jacobsen: What are the common personality
traits of genius?
Sorenson: Extreme sensitivity and susceptibility, and
the fear of being isolated and rejected.
40. Jacobsen: Why are some people lunatics while
still intelligent, even highly intelligent? The
statistical outliers in both intelligence and mental
illness.
Sorenson: Indeed. If on the one hand, there is the
architecture and functioning of their central and
autonomous nervous system, that operates with lower
stimulus which lead to greater hyperreactivity and
saturation. And on the other side, there are often
hostile environmental variables. Then, it is easy to
understand, why endogenous and exogenous
variables make them more prone to mental illness.
41. Jacobsen: What criteria enter into the
composition of the “theoretically defined
constructs”?
Sorenson: The criteria of “phenomenon” and
“reduction of the phenomenon”. What I mean with
the last, is that it is necessary to place the
“phenomenon” under study between two
“parentheses”, as if they were two brackets. This
produces a cut and delimitation effect in
reality, which develops naturally through a
continuum of phenomena. It is analogous to what
happens with a movie, and the scenes that
individually structure it, and therefore, it would be
through this “reduction”, that the object would later
be definable as an object of study.
Appendix I: Footnotes
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[2] Individual Publication Date: May 8,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/sorensontwo; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
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intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence
scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Hi Jason! Thank you
for taking the time to participate in the series with
the others, as you have valuable contributions to
make in the overall narrativees and views
provided here, I can note the consistency of wellconsidered and thoughtful divergent opinions on
all manner of subject, which can make for vibrant

community life for the individuals who wish to
find this in some of the high-IQ communities.
Firstly, let us give emphasis on the personal
narrative for you, as this becomes an important
part of the groundwork, the story of you. What is
some family history? Only have to provide as
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much data as you feel comfortable placing in a
publication.
Jason Robert: Thank you, Scott.
2. Jacobsen: Are there any points of this family
heritage that stuck throughout life for you? I
mean in terms of a sense of identity, of self,
stretched across the vast expanse of time for
family, even centuries.
Robert: The Robert name comes from the French
quarter of Switzerland where my family has lived for
hundreds of years. We were a great family of
painters. My uncle, Leopold Robert, is featured in the
Louvre. And my Grandfather, Leo-Paul Robert, was
a very influential Christian painter in Switzerland. I
have not inherited a talent for art from my family,
however. On the other hand, I value our rich
Christian heritage which I can trace back seven
generations.
3. Jacobsen: When you reflect on some family life
as opposed to some of the things in the deeper
family history, what were some of the warmer
memories from childhood?
Robert: I remember my Dad leading me to the Lord
when I was three years old and growing up in a
Southern Baptist church. I can still remember
worshiping God in my childhood at church and
feeling his wonderful love for the first time. I still
think of those days with fond memories.
4. Jacobsen: As I am aware, you are a person of
faith. Was this part of earlier life and in the
family?
Robert: Yes.
5. Jacobsen: What were some formative moments
of adolescence when it’s, as for many, a time of
turbulence and rapid physical development and
mental maturation?
Robert: I was only interested in sports during my
childhood. I played football and basketball
competitively all throughout my childhood and
adolescence. It wasn’t until being introduced to
Algebra as a freshman in high school that I developed
an interest in academics, primarily mathematics.
6. Jacobsen: What were some important moments
in higher education and achievements there too if
any?
Robert: I was accepted to MIT as part of the class of
2003. I worked hard in college there and was very
intellectually satisfied there. I graduated in three
years with a degree in Management Science and a
concentration in Finance. I was, however, not

relationally satisfied at school. Pulling some of those
guys away from their desks to go have a fun time in
the city was like trying to pull a rusty nail out of a
100-year-old train track. Though I made a few friends
at MIT, I did most of my socializing at Harvard
where I was part of an inter-collegiate Christian
group called Real Life Boston.
7. Jacobsen: As you began to enter the formal
working world, what were some important lessons
gathered from the experience for you? The life
lessons any individual with academic talent, or
not, can benefit from in the longer term, setting
them forward with certain sensibilities and images
of a wider range of the possible lives to live in a
society.
Robert: I left college with a degree in Finance, but I
soon learned that I knew nothing about starting a
business or leading other people. This is where guestspeaker at the Sloan School of Management, the
billionaire Warren Buffett’s advice came in handy,
“If you are smart enough to get into this school, you
are smart enough to make it without this school. Find
a mentor that is doing what you want to do and learn
from them.” Buffett’s advice back in the Spring of
1999 as been paying me dividends ever since I started
using it after I graduated. You see, there’s a
difference between being book-smart and life-smart.
What I never learned in school was that I needed to
learn to become life-smart. Buffet’s advice has
greatly helped me in this as I have employed it. In
fact, it is still helping me now, over 20 years later.
There is just so much to learn and many great people
to learn it from!
8. Jacobsen: Since you’re more established
professionally, intellectually, and emotionally in
life, what have been some touching moments in
life, which you’d recommend for others to
potentially aim for in their lives? In one sense, the
things valuable to individuals with a religious
faith. In another sense, the things valuable to
anyone, faithful or not, men or women, at some
point in life, so as to become more well-rounded in
their approach to life.
Robert: If you are religious and share my Christian
faith, I would encourage you to pursue God’s Spirit
through God’s Word, the Bible. You see, there are
spiritual people and there are mature people, but there
are very few spiritually mature people. If you do not
share my faith, I encourage you to discover the
universal laws that Providence has put in place and
can be discovered through the people you meet, the
books you read, and by reflecting on the lessons that
life presents us all with.
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9. Jacobsen: Let’s set some of the stage for the
next part, a focus will be on religion and
philosophy, potentially extending in social and
ethical views. To use the appropriate verbiage and
tone, how does faith in the Son of God, Jesus
Christ, and His redemptive sacrifice on the Cross
influence every part of life – body, mind (intellect
and emotions), and soul – for you?

LOVE. Being a Christian means following Christ’s
commandments to love God and others. Living as a
Christian gives me a purpose because God has given
me spiritual gifts that he uses to bring both me and
others joy.

Robert: My faith in Jesus influences my life by
providing me with the hope of eternal life. On a daily
basis, my faith provides me with a framework for
learning, growing, and improving my life as well as
the lives of those around me.

[2] Individual Publication Date: May 15,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/robert-one;
Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.

10. Jacobsen: What is Christianity to you? What
does being a follower of Christ mean to you?
What does living as a Christian do for you?
Robert: Christianity is faith that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God, died on the cross, and rose on the third
day. If you believe that, you have eternal life now – a
relationship with God and Jesus Christ based on

Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Author.

*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence
scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: For the scholastic
system in Italy, what is the level of inclusion of the
wider international community at the
postsecondary level?
Giuseppe Corrente: We are not attractive as funds
and also because of not English country language for
foreign students and post-docs. For ten Italians that
go abroad, the so-called ‘fuga dei cervelli’, I suppose
there is only one or two foreign students that come to
Italy.
2. Jacobsen: The gifted are either helped or not.
Before this question is answered, implied, they’re
either identified or not. How is testing and
identification of the gifted and talented in Italy?
Corrente: They are not identified here. In Italy,
there are only a few exceptions in which some

programs for the gifted experiments, but there is no
screening of the scholastic population searching for
them.
3. Jacobsen: How is intelligence defined in the
Italian context? South of the Canadian border,
obviously, intelligence is seen as IQ and IQ is seen
as the be-all and end-all of intelligence and its
identification.
Corrente: The most note tool for IQ testing is
WAIS-IV, but I don’t know if it was adapted to
scholastic screening or not.
4. Jacobsen: How does this view of intelligence in
Italian society influence its selection criteria in
universities and considerations of the gifted and
talented in Italian society?
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Corrente: One of the first reasons of mobbing in
Italy is that some heads don’t tolerate being
overcome by no one of their employees, also if
talented or gifted or overall if talented or gifted. One’
s consideration and prestige can be earned only after
reached a good social level, and only if one can
express his own talents, and this in Italy is not easy.
The universities, the companies, the political and
artistic elites are all closed groups and often, not ever
but often, it is that more one has talent more he is
opposed.
5. Jacobsen: Why did the government decide to
split the MIUR into school and university?
Corrente: In the government’s opinion it is to focus
better on the specific problem of these two strategic
parts. Politically it has been an answer to the previous
minister’s self-resignation. He dismissed himself
because of a lack of funds from the Italian
government for university and school compartment.
6. Jacobsen: What about the valorization or less of
the Ph.D. as a title in both public administration
and instruction in non-academic systems in Italy?
Any thoughts there?
Corrente: It is only from a couple of years that in
Italy exists the “Comitato per la valorizzazione del
dottorato”, it is promoting the Ph.D. title also outside
Academic life and career. There is a need for high
competence both in the industry system that in Public
Administration, and also inside schools, while the
academic jobs are becoming the exception also for
who has a Ph.D. title. It is correct in my opinion to
not waste and to valorize excellence and expertise
promoting the valorization of Ph.D. title also outside
Academia.
7. Jacobsen: What are some of the indications of
poor quality control mechanisms in the school
systems in Italy?
Corrente: Fioramonti’s self-discharge from MIUR’s
(Instruction, University and Research) minister
position in December of 2019. There are decades that
this compartment has fewer funds than necessary, he
asked three of 24 billions of euro calculated for
renewing and to really invest in schools, university

and research usefulness. No one euro was dedicated
to these needs. He published a strong Facebook post
and discharged himself proudly. Because of this
scarcity of funds the quality of the whole MIUR
compartment is compromised, the controls are
penalized also when urgent, and the quality or control
general system null.
8. Jacobsen: Following from the previous
question, how is this reflected in the school
directors in Italy?
Corrente: Now the directors of Italian schools are as
a manager or navy pilot with no guide or central
control. It depends on single if some school reaches a
good quality, but no great organization can be
without some form of central control.
9. Jacobsen: What is the basis for these opinions
of yours?
Corrente: In 2017 the Instruction system cost in
Italy was less than 1% of the whole public costs,
while German, United Kingdom and France spend
about 10% of their public costs. In Italy, there are
about 190 school inspectors, not enough for the
scholastic system of Italy, a country with 60 million
persons. The scholastic control system would also
promote the improvement of the whole scholastic
system and society, but with these numbers nothing
of this can be done.
Appendix I: Footnotes
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and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.
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*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Thank you for
continuing to take the time for this ongoing series.
Recap: we talked about personal history, political
extremes, God, and some more. This round, I
want to focus on community. The sense of coming
together for a common cause or becoming part of
a common group for a variety of reasons, and
healthy community versus unhealthy community.
To take the obvious example here, we have the
high-IQ communities gathered on, basically, one
metric identified with a composite identifier,
intelligence quotient or IQ. Is this a reasonable or
an unreasonable basis to form communities for
individuals with high measured intelligence?
Matthew Scillitani: I think it makes sense to form
communities based on certain traits, especially
intelligence. The unfortunate problem that all I.Q.
societies face is either lack of collaboration or
communication altogether. If we put our heads
together, I’m sure we could accomplish fantastic
things and change the world for the better. That will
probably never happen because of the individualism
we see in high-I.Q. societies though.
2. Jacobsen: Others form a community, not on
intelligence but, on common scientific, political, or
other interests to them. Is this reasonable or
unreasonable as the basis to form community?
Scillitani: This can be good or bad depending on
what the common interest is. Lots of pseudoscientific communities form and keep the members
there trapped in a never-ending delusion, isolated
from reality. These groups include Flat-Earthers,
Anti-Vaxxers, Holocaust deniers, and the like.
Political communities aren’t necessarily bad but can
be just as bad as pseudo-scientific ones. When we
only interact with people with the same opinions it
becomes a problem, especially when those opinions
are backed by strong emotions. Every political party
has flaws, but the members may find them hard to
find and ultimately accept when joining such groups.

Productive communities like the ones that perform
community services, do book readings, study, have
diverse views on the same topics, and so on are
extremely important.
3. Jacobsen: Looking at either case, what needs
are met in these communities?
Scillitani: I think the three primary needs met by
these communities are socializing, altruism, or to
reduce cognitive dissonance. I spoke of the latter a
few times in previous sections and it also applies
here. Flat-Earthers, for example, are told by normal,
rational people that their beliefs are absurd. This
produces cognitive dissonance: they believe they’re
correct but everyone tells them they’re wrong. To
reduce that cognitive dissonance, they may either
believe that they are, in fact, wrong or believe
everyone else is. Often, it’s the second option that’s
picked and joining groups with other irrational
members with the same beliefs helps maintain the
delusion.
4. Jacobsen: What defines a healthy community?
Scillitani: Any community that helps its members or
non-members is a healthy one. That could mean a lot
of things, and some examples are (diverse) scientific
communities, community service groups, and fitness
communities.
5. Jacobsen: What defines an unhealthy
community?
Scillitani: Communities that feed their members
delusions and harm members or non-members are
unhealthy ones. These communities, even ones that
seem innocent enough, can be dangerous and evolve
into cults.
6. Jacobsen: Based on entering some of the
communities and taking the larger view of the
political and social dynamics of the high-IQ
communities, have these been more or less
successful than the comparable communities
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organized around different principles and
entrance criteria?
Scillitani: On the whole, I think the fitness
communities I’ve joined were much more successful
than any of the I.Q. societies. In fact, most
communities work better than them but only because
of the great interaction and collaboration between
members. High-I.Q. communities could be a
wonderful thing if we all put our egos aside.
7. Jacobsen: Over some of the history of
Wikipedia and its apparent internal debates on
the nature of IQ, high-IQ societies, personalities,
and the like, they appear to have narrowed down
the search to five main societies with the longest,
most robust histories, and the best records for the
establishment of different segments of high-IQ
communities: Mensa International, Intertel,
Triple Nine Society, Prometheus Society, and the
Mega Society. For a safe search for individuals
wishing to enter into the communities, as a start,
those seem the safest. What criteria should
individuals at 2-sigma through 6-sigma
incorporate into searching for societies for them?
Those aspects of the community worth valuing if
individuals wish to join them.
Scillitani: Probably society age, location, and
interaction level. Older societies aren’t necessarily
better but are usually more reliable than are newer
ones. It’s beneficial for societies to have a physical
location near the prospective member for in-person
meet-ups. The interaction level should also be one
that the prospective member is comfortable with.
Some societies have meetings or group discussions
daily, some monthly, and others even less often.
Once a prospective member decides what distance
and interaction level they’re comfortable with they
should begin their search by seeing how often the
society’s meet-ups and journals are posted.
Of course, I.Q. cut-off for inclusion may be important
too. Someone with an I.Q. of 175 may not want to
join a society with a cut-off of I.Q. 130, for example.
8. Jacobsen: What community sense and
camaraderie can high-IQ individuals get
somewhere else than high-IQ communities?
Scillitani: Probably in science, philosophy, or any
other community that requires higher intelligence.
9. Jacobsen: For problem personalities, cults of
personality, literal cults, cult-like entities,
aggressive ad hominem and belligerently
prejudiced behaviour, even abusive behaviour,
anti-science propagandistic efforts, or individuals
who lie about their IQs or their IQ scores (inflated

or false IQ), how could the community identify,
target, isolate, and marginalize such individuals or
entities/organizations, as a safety precaution for
the health of the overall community moving into
the future? Although, bearing in mind, these
communities remain extraordinarily niche
communities while providing an important need
for some members. Nonetheless, an
encouragement of healthy communities can
provide a positive image to the public for this
niche set of communities for individuals with such
an interest in them, as more gifted and talented
people exist outside of them than inside of them
while meeting socio-emotional and intellectual
needs in any case.
Scillitani: Requiring multiple standardized (normed)
I.Q. scores at or above the cut-off, expelling members
whose behavior is clearly below that cut-off or is
disruptive, and maybe even adding a mental health
test before admission to filter out certain unsteady
groups.
10. Jacobsen: Have you ever thought of founding a
high-IQ organization? Even if not, what would its
name, principles, mission, and values be?
Scillitani: No, I’ve never thought of that since there
are so many others already. If I were to found one,
the mission would be to gather intelligent, diverse,
and collaborative people together for both socializing
and problem-solving. I think an I.Q. cut-off of 135
(S.D. 15) or so would be good for that. It’s high
enough that all the members would be smart while
also low enough that many people could join. I’d also
try and form the society locally and, if it became
popular, open up membership to different locations.
I also think many high-I.Q. societies have ridiculous
or grandiose names, which I would want to avoid.
Something simple like the Thinker Society may be
good.
11. Jacobsen: Why the lack of collaboration and
communication between high-IQ society
members?
Scillitani: Too big egos, tendency towards
individualism, and wanting not to look stupid. When
someone’s entire identity is formed around their
intelligence and they have to collaborate with other
smart people then they’re going to feel a bit worried
about saying something not-so-smart. I think that’s
one of the main reasons smart people choose not to
collaborate – fear of looking dumb.
12. Jacobsen: Why is individualism a defining
characteristic in the high-IQ societies and a
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problem for their integration towards singular
goals of common substance, interest, and import?
Scillitani: It’s not often someone with an I.Q. of
150+ can successfully share ideas with another
person or group who understands them. For that
reason, I think many of us share our thoughts with
other society members rather than collaborate on
solving problems.
13. Jacobsen: Keith Raniere was a recent terrible
case of a known cult brought to some semblance of
justice with finalizations ongoing for said justice.
It shows a case where things can get really, really
out of hand. I notice one trend. Why are more
men founding these narcissism-driven ‘societies’
or ‘foundations’ and the like more than the
women?
Scillitani: Personality differences relating to
grandiosity and assertiveness. I think there are few or
no sex differences when it comes to narcissism but
there are many more grandiose and assertive men
than women. That also explains more male
entrepreneurs, politicians, and the like. It takes some
grandiosity to think someone should be rich, famous,
or control others and it takes assertiveness to make it
happen.
14. Jacobsen: What do you think the 30-point
(S.D. 15) communication gap for intelligence?
This may reflect the comment about someone with
an IQ of 175 not wanting to join a group with a
cut-off of 130.
Scillitani: I think any intelligence-based
communication gap is mostly an excuse used by
smart people who have too many dissenting opinions
and are tired of being told they’re wrong. If
someone’s really smart they should be able to express
their ideas in such a way that even a child could
understand them. When someone disagrees with me I
know it’s probably more a personality difference than
an intelligence one. That’s because even the smartest
people on Earth have drastically different political,
religious, and moral beliefs. It’s easier to say “ah,
they just disagree because they’re dumb” than to
admit one party may be suffering from my favorite
term – cognitive dissonance.
That’s not to say anybody can explain anything to
anyone; just that the whole communication gap
excuse is usually to remedy a hurt ego. I think that
rather than a gap there’s probably some requisite
intelligence necessary to understand any particular
concept. Maybe it takes an I.Q. of 124 to understand
how memory is consolidated. If that were the case, as
an example, then someone with an I.Q. of 125
explaining it to a person whose I.Q. is 120 would end

nowhere. Even though there’s only a 5-point I.Q.
gap, the latter person can’t understand how memory
is consolidated no matter how hard they try.
While that’s true for any concept, even the average
person can understand most things if they’re
explained simply enough. In socializing, those topics
should rarely come up anyway, so it’s possible for
someone with an I.Q. of 175 to get along swell with
people whose I.Q.s are 50, 75, or even 100-points
below theirs.
15. Jacobsen: Any proposed mental health
examinations? Other than some loose
questionnaire: “Do you hear voices?”, “Do you
think you’re God?”, etc.
Scillitani: An extensive one like the MMPI-2
(Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory) would
be my preference. The MMPI-2 has nearly 600
questions and takes the average person 2-3 hours to
complete. Long tests like these are good because they
tell us a lot about the prospective member, not just in
their answers but also in their willingness to take the
test in the first place.
16. Jacobsen: With your intelligence, why select
the current professional path?
Scillitani: My professional path has changed a lot
over the last few years. I was a research psychologist
intending on working towards my doctoral degree but
was disillusioned by the sorry state of American
psychology. I went into business advertising and as a
hobby taught myself how to build websites, which
soon became my full-time job. I’m currently working
on a few projects outside of web development that’ll
hopefully help me on my way towards an early
retirement.
17. Jacobsen: Has this intelligence helped with
development of friendships and more intimate
relationships?
Scillitani: It’s definitely helped strengthen
relationships and mitigate arguments. However, my
introversion keeps me from having many friends in
the first place. It’s probably personality differences
like that which determine the size of our social circles
more than does our intelligence.
18. Jacobsen: What systems of American
governance could use a facelift?
Scillitani: The judicial system immediately comes to
mind. Most of our government requires reform but
our judiciary is especially subpar.
19. Jacobsen: What makes America a/the top
contender in the economic and technological
sphere of the world?
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Scillitani: Capitalism, unethical business practices,
highly competitive markets, and so on.
Unfortunately, our economic system, which is
heavily criticized by about 2/5th of U.S. citizens, is
the very reason we’re at the forefront of technology.
A country can have (near) economic equality or rapid
technological progress, but never both. Competition
and high financial rewards are like petrol in the tech
engine.
20. Jacobsen: We live in the decade of transition
from a unipolar/bipolar world into a political and
economic multipolar world. What nations will
continue to dominate the top of the international
relations and economic spheres in the coming
decades?
Scillitani: I’m not so sure what will happen and
which nations will continue to do well. Many
countries are close to or undergoing an economic or
social collapse, the United States being among them.
After that happens, it’s hard to tell which countries
will bounce back or stay down.
21. Jacobsen: Do you have a favourite political
philosopher?
Scillitani: I only know of some but don’t have
positive opinions of them.
22. Jacobsen: What about favourite economic
philosopher?
Scillitani: Probably Adam Smith. I’m not a
proponent of a free market economic system but
think Smith’s ideas are interesting and very ahead of
his time. Economics aside, he was also a very unique
person that’s worth learning about.
23. Jacobsen: What is human nature?
Scillitani: In a previous segment, I said there was a
duality to human nature: consumers and producers.

Most or all of us have traits of both, with a little more
of one or the other. Consumers destroy while
producers build. Sometimes destruction is necessary
for growth, but a world without consumers may not
be so bad. Producers also must consume but do so in
a more elegant, refined way – in moderation.
24. Jacobsen: How can this a pragmatic extension
of this understanding of human nature help refine
our political, economic, and social systems in
society?
Scillitani: By accepting that there is no best system
of government or economics which will yield great
results for every person. Meeting somewhere in the
middle on most issues usually produces the highest
rate of satisfaction while still never achieving a
perfect system for everyone. Ironically, consumers, in
spite of making the most fuss about their living
situations, will be unhappy no matter what social,
economical, or governmental system they’re in.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, Giga Society; Member, Glia Society.
Bachelor’s Degree, Psychology, East Carolina
University.
[2] Individual Publication Date: May 15,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/scillitanifive; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
Image Credit: Matthew Scillitani.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence
scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Abstract
Rick Rosner and I conduct a conversational series entitled Ask A Genius on a variety of subjects through InSight Publishing on the personal and professional website for Rick. According to some semi-reputable
sources gathered in a listing here, Rick G. Rosner may have among America’s, North America’s, and the
world’s highest measured IQs at or above 190 (S.D. 15)/196 (S.D. 16) based on several high range test
performances created by Christopher Harding, Jason Betts, Paul Cooijmans, and Ronald Hoeflin. He earned
12 years of college credit in less than a year and graduated with the equivalent of 8 majors. Erik Haereid
earned a score at 185, on the N-VRA80. He is an expert in Actuarial Sciences. Both scores on a standard
deviation of 15. A sigma of 6.00+ (or ~6.13 or 6.20) for Rick – a general intelligence rarity of 1 in
1,009,976,678+ (with some at rarities of 1 in 2,314,980,850 or 1 in 3,527,693,270) – and ~5.67 for Erik – a
general intelligence rarity of 1 in 136,975,305. If a higher general intelligence score, then the greater the
variability in, and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores because of the greater rarity in the
population. This amounts to a joint interview or conversation with Erik Haereid, Rick Rosner, and myself.
Keywords: America, Erik Haereid, Norway, Rick Rosner, Scott Douglas Jacobsen.
Ask A Genius (or Two): Conversation with Erik Haereid and Rick Rosner on Lifework (Part Twelve)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
Scott Douglas Jacobsen: This is the last of the
brainstormed topics: when profoundly gifted and
talented and finding something worth their time
and effort and intelligence for a life work (if
they’re lucky), and how society supports or
destroys the profoundly gifted. We’ve covered a
wide span of material. I am going to consider this
the bees and hive finale. The real crux or fulcrum
of the entire discussions focuses on the relation of
the high cognitive ability minority in societies and
the societies. As Aurelius said, “That which is not

good for the bee-hive cannot be good for the bees”
– good quote, probably true for the most part.
When certain bees get the opportunity to flourish
to their full capacity, which appears sufficiently
greater than the norm, what should be the criteria
in the selection of life works worth their time,
effort, and talents?
Rick Rosner: The glib answer, if they are so smart,
they should be able to figure it out.
Jacobsen: [Laughing].
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Rosner: I don’t know how to answer that. In that, we
know about really smart people – a few famous cases
– who came up with theories that changed the world,
or in other fields, e.g., wrote books or plays,
whatever they’re still revered for hundreds of years
later today. I don’t know that it is at all clear to those
people of the time that that should have been their
pursuit. A lot of stuff was circumstantial. Newton got
sent home from school because there was the Plague.
So, he thought about Calculus and Gravitation, which
set the ground for theorization or later in life. Yet, he
spent a lot of his life not researching that stuff.
Einstein spent the second half of his life trying to
come up with a Unified Field Theory and got
nowhere with it. Darwin would have come up with
his theory, except that he was hired to be the
companion on a boat, a ship, that was doing a 5-year
voyage around the world. So, the captain wouldn’t
get lonely because the captain tended to be depressed.
Shakespeare was probably just trying o make a living
as a showman and made some art on the side.
So, the idea of people of destiny can choose their
destiny, or people can choose to become people of
destiny; I don’t know if that is a legit thing. I don’t
know if I can offer any advice about life choices for
smart people. I can offer all sorts of advice on how to
appear to be a genius and, maybe, get laid out of it if
you’re good at it or get some money out of it. But in
terms of how to use actual genius, I am not sure that I
know. I’ve suffered for not having the discipline to
really get myself the proper grounding in the
mathematics and physics that I need to think about
math and physics. I have taken some. But I have not
studied it up to a doctoral level. I can’t do a
Hamiltonian or, off the top of my head, calculate an
eigen function. Stuff that people should be able to do
if they are going to do good physics. If you want to
do work in a field, then get trained in that fucking
field, but don’t limit yourself to the field. Because,
sometimes, what gives people an edge are differences
in perspective via differences in background, but,
again, that’s a wild guess. It worked for Darwin. Will
it work for anyone else?
Erik Haereid: The simple but not complete answer is
“follow your heart”. What motivates you? Answer
that, and do it. If the answer is devastating for
yourself or others, it’s something wrong with your
heart. Then use your intelligence to solve that
problem. If it’s still devastating, it’s something wrong
with your intelligence. I don’t know what else to say.
There are different kinds of motivations; it can
destroy and it can heal society. But if you have that
inner glow towards a goal that don’t seem to be
destructive, go for it; if you have a talent, it will
flourish.

The society will probably never accept your talent
and effort, if people can’t see a benefit from it. E.g.
many love different sports and athletes because they
function as beacon; inspirations towards some goals
people have. But geniuses’ goals or means are often
far away from inspiring. It’s invisible and difficult to
apprehend for ordinary people. It’s odd. Until they
are finished; the piece of art, the mathematical
problem solved, the invention is obvious. It’s like
when a pianist or guitarist trains, which sounds
disharmonic but is basic to make him or her play
professional later. But to be virtuoso you have to
practice and do all the stuff that most people don’t
understand and therefore reject. The resilience is
part of making your talent come through. Don’t give
up even though people in their ignorance do what
they can to make you do that. I think that’s important.
If you have that talent and initially believe in it, it’s
crucial to know that the social, other physical and
mental obstacles are a part of the road. Maybe that’s
why so many talents get screwed. They can’t look
through the wall of bricks meeting them. It’s difficult
to maintain the motivation. Being aware of that could
help you maintain your effort.
Jacobsen: Will there be a democratization of
talent into the future with the emergence of more
powerful computers and sophisticated
applications for people to use?
Rosner: There certainly will because people will
have more and more access to powerful information
processing utilities. The smart people of the future
will be smart not necessarily because they were born
smart, but because they learned how to maximize the
utility of the smart technology that is emerging. It
will be democratized. There is already some of that.
My standard example is Waze. Waze makes
everyone a genius at getting where they want to go
and not getting lost. If you don’t want to use Waze,
then use the GPS in your car past 2012, which will
have some GPS Sat-Nav system. People used to get
lost. Now, anybody with a phone doesn’t get lost.
That’s a kind of democratization of ability. So, yes,
everyone in the future will be both an idiot, from too
much time on social media, and a genius from a
bunch of apps.
Haereid: We are in an exponential technological
evolution. Everything goes faster, and people thinks
faster. People get more and more used to think
abstract. The intelligence increases. We communicate
more, and share thoughts and ideas. We explore
worlds that are virtual, and see ourselves as a part of
these realities. We have read fictions and fairytales
and lived lives in such alternative realities for a long
time. But now we are active inside these worlds. We
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contribute. We are not pure spectators. We create
and communicate in the virtual and fictional universe
in new and more complex ways, and that make us
better to transform ideas into the real world.

advantage instead of a hindrance; without losing
control. If all could trick the brain to be curious
instead of frightened, anxious and superior, we would
improve as a species beyond the thinkable, I think.

We live using our internal four-dimensional map,
creating the best estimations of reality. Using
technological additions to improve that map, is a part
of being more intelligent. We develop tech that lessen
the distance between estimations and reality. Our
prejudgments and different believes are estimates,
and they become more scientific or objectively
accurate when we get more information that
contributes to make us more convinced. When maps
become better, they actually draw wood, water and
mountain exactly at the spots where you experience
wood, water and mountain in reality; we don’t have
to guess that much anymore. The new generation of
maps are not limited to describe the static nature
accurately, but also the moving figures. And also
identifying and categorizing the moving figures; the
different events. One can take pictures/videos of
events and reality, from satellites, airplanes or
locally, download it into the map and make it
available for others as part of the map; the map
converges towards objectivity. By searching in an
extended part of our “brain”, we will expand our
internal four-dimensional map, and become more
accurate in our estimations about the reality in those
four dimensions. This is e.g. Googles’ business idea.
Our internal and external technological brain is
constantly expanding with help of our talents and
intelligence, and everyone can and will use it.

Jacobsen: Rick, Erik, thank you both very much
for the extensive effort, thoughtfulness, and time
over these twelve sessions.

It’s also about recognition; people have to
understand what’s going on. When they do, they
accept and internalize it. Then more people will
nurture their own talents, and become more
intelligent and contribute to technological
advancement.
Jacobsen: What do you consider your lifework if
you have one?
Rosner: It should be doing physics and coming up
with or fleshing out the Information Cosmology. If it
is my lifework, then I’m failing at it. Because I am
not coming up with a complete enough or a
persuasive enough theory. If I do not do better, and if
it turns out to be true, then I will be a footnote to the
guy who came up with a tight version of it.
Haereid: I don’t have one, but what I think most
about and have done the last years is how humans
could benefit on exploiting and using each other’s
different abilities instead of marginalizing humans
into an illusion of perfection. It’s about control, and
about loosen up and accepting diversity as an

Rosner: Thank you.
Haereid: Thank you, Scott, it has been a pleasure.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Erik Haereid has been a member of Mensa since
2013, and is among the top scorers on several of the
most credible IQ-tests in the unstandardized HRTenvironment. He is listed in the World Genius
Directory. He is also a member of several other high
IQ Societies.
Erik, born in 1963, grew up in Oslo, Norway, in a
middle class home at Grefsen nearby the forest, and
started early running and cross country skiing. After
finishing schools he studied mathematics, statistics
and actuarial science at the University of Oslo. One
of his first glimpses of math-skills appeared after he
got a perfect score as the only student on a five hour
math exam in high school.
He did his military duty in His Majesty The King’s
Guard (Drilltroppen)).
Impatient as he is, he couldn’t sit still and only
studying, so among many things he worked as a
freelance journalist in a small news agency. In that
period, he did some environmental volunteerism
with Norges Naturvernforbund (Norwegian
Society for the Conservation of Nature), where he
was an activist, freelance journalist and arranged
‘Sykkeldagen i Oslo’ twice (1989 and 1990) as well
as environmental issues lectures. He also wrote
some crime short stories in AMagasinet (Aftenposten (one of the main
newspapers in Norway), the same paper where he
earned his runner up (second place) in a nationwide
writing contest in 1985. He also wrote several articles
in different newspapers, magazines and so on in the
1980s and early 1990s.
He earned an M.Sc. degree in Statistics and Actuarial
Sciences in 1991, and worked as an actuary
novice/actuary from 1987 to 1995 in several
Norwegian Insurance companies. He was the
Academic Director (1998-2000) of insurance at
the BI Norwegian Business School (1998-2000),
Manager (1997-1998) of business insurance, life
insurance, and pensions and formerly Actuary (19961997) at Nordea in Oslo Area, Norway, a self-
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employed Actuary Consultant (1996-1997), an
Insurance Broker (1995-1996) at Assurance Centeret,
Actuary (1991-1995) at Alfa Livsforsikring, novice
Actuary (1987-1990) at UNI Forsikring.
In 1989 he worked in a project in Dallas with a Texas
computer company for a month incorporating a
Norwegian pension product into a data system. Erik
is specialized in life insurance and pensions, both
private and business insurances. From 1991 to 1995
he was a main part of developing new life insurance
saving products adapted to bank business
(Sparebanken NOR), and he developed the
mathematics behind the premiums and premium
reserves.
He has industry experience in accounting, insurance,
and insurance as a broker. He writes in his IQblog the online newspaper Nettavisen. He has
personal interests among other things in history,
philosophy and social psychology.
In 1995, he moved to Aalborg in Denmark because
of a Danish girl he met. He worked as an insurance
broker for one year, and took advantage of this
experience later when he developed his own
consultant company.
In Aalborg, he taught himself some programming
(Visual Basic), and developed an insurance
calculation software program which he sold to a
Norwegian Insurance Company. After moving to
Oslo with his girlfriend, he was hired as consultant
by the same company to a project that lasted one
year.
After this, he became the Manager of business
insurance in the insurance company Norske Liv. At
that time he had developed and nurtured his idea of
establishing an actuarial consulting company, and he
did this after some years on a full-time basis with his
actuarial colleague. In the beginning, the company
was small. He had to gain money, and worked for
almost two years as an Academic Director of
insurance at the BI Norwegian Business School.
Then the consultant company started to grow, and he
quitted BI and used his full time in NIA (Nordic
Insurance Administration). This was in 1998/99,
and he has been there since.
NIA provides actuarial consulting services within the
pension and life insurance area, especially towards
the business market. They was one of the leading
actuarial consulting companies in Norway through
many years when Defined Benefit Pension Plans
were on its peak and companies needed evaluations
and calculations concerning their pension schemes
and accountings. With the less complex, and cheaper,

Defined Contribution Pension Plans entering Norway
the last 10-15 years, the need of actuaries is less
concerning business pension schemes.
Erik’s book from 2011, Benektelse og Verdighet,
contains some thoughts about our superficial, often
discriminating societies, where the virtue seems to be
egocentrism without thoughts about the whole.
Empathy is lacking, and existential division into “us”
and “them” is a mental challenge with major
consequences. One of the obstacles is when people
with power – mind, scientific, money, political,
popularity – defend this kind of mind as “necessary”
and “survival of the fittest” without understanding
that such thoughts make the democracies much more
volatile and threatened. When people do not
understand the genesis of extreme violence like
school killings, suicide or sociopathy, asking “how
can this happen?” repeatedly, one can wonder how
smart man really is. The responsibility is not limited
to let’s say the parents. The responsibility is
everyone’s. The day we can survive, mentally, being
honest about our lives and existence, we will take
huge leaps into the future of mankind.
Rick G. Rosner, according to some semi-reputable
sources gathered in a listing here, may have among
America’s, North America’s, and the world’s highest
measured IQs at or above 190 (S.D. 15)/196 (S.D.
16) based on several high range test performances
created by Christopher Harding, Jason Betts, Paul
Cooijmans, and Ronald Hoeflin. He earned 12 years
of college credit in less than a year and graduated
with the equivalent of 8 majors. He has received
8 Writers Guild Awards and Emmy nominations, and
was titled 2013 North American Genius of the
Year by The World Genius Directory with the main
“Genius” listing here.
He has written for Remote Control, Crank
Yankers, The Man Show, The Emmys, The
Grammys, and Jimmy Kimmel Live!. He worked as a
bouncer, a nude art model, a roller-skating waiter,
and a stripper. In a television
commercial, Domino’s Pizza named him the
“World’s Smartest Man.” The commercial was taken
off the air after Subway sandwiches issued a ceaseand-desist. He was named “Best Bouncer” in the
Denver Area, Colorado, by Westwood Magazine.
Rosner spent much of the late Disco Era as an
undercover high school student. In addition, he spent
25 years as a bar bouncer and American fake IDcatcher, and 25+ years as a stripper, and nearly 30
years as a writer for more than 2,500 hours of
network television. Errol Morris featured Rosner in
the interview series entitled First Person, where
some of this history was covered by Morris. He came
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in second, or lost, on Jeopardy!, sued Who Wants to
Be a Millionaire? over a flawed question and lost the
lawsuit. He won one game and lost one game on Are
You Smarter Than a Drunk Person? (He was drunk).
Finally, he spent 37+ years working on a timeinvariant variation of the Big Bang Theory.
Currently, Rosner sits tweeting in a bathrobe (winter)
or a towel (summer). He lives in Los
Angeles, California with his wife, dog, and goldfish.
He and his wife have a daughter. You can send him
money or questions
at LanceVersusRick@Gmail.Com, or a direct
message via Twitter, or find him on LinkedIn, or
see him on YouTube.”

[2] Individual Publication Date: May 15,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/haereidrosner-twelve; Full Issue Publication Date:
September 1, 2020: https://insightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence
scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Abstract
Professor Henrik Lagerlund is a Professor in the Department of Philosophy at Stockholm University. He
discusses: skepticism in the Middle Ages; skepticissm’s survival into the Computer Age; first traces of
skepticism in history; skepticism and the natural order; the opposite of skepticism; Middle Ages as the focus
for the upcoming books; common organizational values oriented around skepticism; traditional religious
sentiments and skepticism; and seminal contributors to skeptical thought.
Keywords: Henrik Lagerlund, James Randi, Middle Ages, Pyrrhonism, skepticism.
An Interview with Professor Henrik Lagerlund on Middle Ages to Computer Age: Professor, Philosophy,
Stockholm University (Part Two)[1],[2]
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: How did skepticism
not disappear in the Middle Ages?
Professor Henrik Lagerlund: It was for a long time
assumed that skepticism was not present in the
Middle Ages. This view was mostly due to the fact
that scholars were almost only looking at the
13th century and the time around Thomas Aquinas,
which was called High Scholasticism. It was
dominated by the influence of Aristotle and
Avicenna, neither of whom have a skeptical bone in
their bodies and both of them are perpetual optimists
when it comes to our ability to acquire knowledge
about the external world. Philosophy radically
changed in the late 13th and early 14th centuries.
Something scholars have only recent come to
appreciate as they look at 14th century thinking. There

is a different attitude to Aristotle as an authority and
new themes started to dominate the main
philosophical debates. One such theme was the return
or perhaps emergence of epistemology. Due to some
sharp criticism of Aristotelian metaphysics,
epistemological themes and questions started to
appear. There was also the emergence of a new
skeptical argument, that is, the hypothesis of God as a
deceiver. The mere possibility of a deceiving God
threaten the justification of any knowledge of the
external world. The argument had a profound
influence on philosophy. It is a similar argument to
the one used by Descartes of an evil demon in the
first meditation.
Skepticism in the form of Academic skepticism
remained throughout the Middle Ages because of
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Cicero’s Academica and Augustine’s Against the
Academics. These works were both read to a varying
degree throughout the whole Middle Ages. There was
also some knowledge of Pyrrhonism and Sextus
Empiricus. His famous work Outlines of Pyrrhonism
was translated from its original Greek to Latin in the
late 13th century. It is still unclear why it was
translated and what influence it had on Latin
philosophy.
Of course, if one thinks of the Middle Ages as mainly
Christian or religious thinking then it might seem
strange that skepticism existed at all. As Augustine
teaches us and as Bayle repeats, doubt is
incompatible with faith in God, but medeival though
is so much more that theology. It is a great melting
pot of old and new ideas out of which the seeds of
modern thought and science emerge.
2. Jacobsen: Why did skepticism continue to have
adherents? How was this important for the
survival of skeptical thought from the ancient
world to the Computer Age?
Lagerlund: This is a great and difficult question to
answer. In some sense skepticism is omnipresent
throughout the history of philosophy and will always
show its ugly head as soon as we start to ask for the
justifications or evidence for our beliefs about the
world. This can be clearly seen in the Middle Ages,
since while philosophy was dominated by the realist
metaphysics of Aristotle, skepticism played no role
and knowledge was not a huge concern, but as soon
as that metaphysics began to be question
epistemology and issues surrounding knowledge,
scientific or otherwise, became a concern. It is also
then that we see skepticism return.
In contemporary philosophy epistemology is to some
extent held hostage by a very general argument
saying that if we don’t know that skepticism is false,
then we seem to know very little. The question
becomes to show that skepticism is false or don’t
really hold sway over us. One way out is to lower our
constraints on knowledge or the conditions under
which we can be said to have knowledge.
Skepticism also lives on as part of the scientific
method. I discuss this in the last chapter of the book.
I am also sure there is an evolutionary explanation
why we humans so easily are skeptical towards new
things. It is probably good for our survival and have
contributed to our success as a species. It is a
problem for knowledge acquisition, however. Too
much skepticism becomes a hindrance for new
knowledge, but on the other hand too little and we
risk accepting false beliefs. We need to balance
skepticism to live a good life.

3.Jacobsen: What were some of the first traces of
skepticism in history?
Lagerlund: Perhaps the first trace is found already in
Plato and his earlier dialogues, which is thought to
preserve and reflect the thoughts of Socrates.
Socrates are portrayed there as someone who never
holds a position of his own but questions the beliefs
and thoughts of others. This is the so-called Socratic
method. Another aspect is what is expressed in
the Apology as Socrates intellectual humility, that is,
the phrase that he only knows that he does not know
anything.
There are thought among the Cyrenaic and the
Cynics in Ancient times that contain aspects of
skepticism as well. Both these philosophies have
their origin in students of Socrates. Obviously, so do
the Academics, since Academic skepticism
originated in the school Plato founded. However, the
only ancient school or philosophy that called itself
skeptic was the Pyrrhonian. It is from them that we
derive the word, skeptic. The Greek skeptikos means
to inquire or to seek. So, the skeptics are seekers of
the truth.
4. Jacobsen: Also, when you think about
skepticism, how does this come to mesh with the
overarching picture of the world of the natural
and cause-and-effect, and no divine inspiration or
powers behind the universe? No magic, no
governor anywhere, no true mystery except within
humans’ comprehension limitations, and human
problems often caused by human beings and not
by the gods.
Lagerlund: For certain, I don’t think that there are
any absolutes, but instead that we humans have to
make our way in life with what is more or less
probable. If you follow Hume’s thinking on this we
can never know anything with certainty about the
natural world, but we can with various methods,
scientific or otherwise, come to hold beliefs, that
even though they are fallible, have a lot of evidence
behind them. This is also his argument against
religious beliefs and miracles. There is little evidence
for the existence of God or for miracles and it makes
little sense to put your faith in things that are so
improbable even though one cannot prove that they
are false.
I think there is plenty of magic in the world without
assuming supernatural beings. The magic of love and
emotional attachments between human beings are
mystical and wonderous to behold. The intricate
workings of nature is equally mysterious although not
supernatural. Skepticism is important at keeping at
bay lies and religions that seek to profit on and
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delude us. I think religion is fascinating as a human
phenomenon – despite the fact that I am not religious
myself I have spent most of my adult life studying a
period where the Cristian and Islamic religions
dominated the life of all people. That should tell you
that it deeply fascinates me. I also have great respect
for religious people, even though I don’t share their
religion and I know how much evil religion has
brought to the world, which does not take away the
good that it also brings to many peoples lives.
5. Jacobsen: What would seem like the
appropriate opposite, by definition and practice,
of skepticism?
Lagerlund: I would take dogmatism to be the
opposite of skepticism in the sense that Sextus does –
dogmatism of any kind. Contemporary skepticism, at
least, non-philosophical skepticism does not seems to
think so, however, since most such skepticism takes
it starting point from some form of dogmatic belief.
In that way skepticism nowadays is often used to
defend some form of dogmatism. Skepticism then
becomes doubt or an argument against a rival
dogmatic belief and is often used on both sides. They
have failed to learn the lesson of Ancient skepticism.
In the last chapter of my book, I distinguish between
science skepticism and skepticism towards a
scientific consensus. Science skepticism is divided
into that kind of skepticism that we see in skeptical
societies that use science to argue against pseudoscience, UFO’s etc., and the one we find within
science itself as part of the scientific method.
Skepticism towards a scientific consensus is on the
other hand skepticism that is directed at a scientific
consensus like human made climate change or the
vaccines (that is, the Anti-Vaxxer movement). These
kinds of skepticism all take their origin in some kind
of dogmatism, that is, either science or something
else. The combination of these can be very intricate
and sometimes hard to spot. I have lately, at least
before the Covid-19 crisis started, been fascinated
with the Heartland Institutes promotion of the
German teenager Naomi Seibt, who is promoted as
an Anti-Greta Thunberg. I was watching the Youtube
video the Heartland Institute put up on their website.
She was arguing for a skeptical attitude towards
human made climate change and that the human
contribution of CO2 to the atmosphere is not
responsible for the average rise in temperature
that that we have been able to measure. What was
fascinating to me was that she was arguing like a
science skeptic while she was really a skeptic of
scientific consensus. She was pretending to have the
science on her side while she was really a skeptic
towards science. It is a propaganda trick that is not

easily spotted by the non-informed layperson. Putting
these words in the mouth of a seemingly innocent
teenager ads to the power of the performance.
6. Jacobsen: You have a focus on the Middle Ages.
Why select this for a significant portion of the
research for yourself? How will the upcoming
book be covering this?
Lagerlund: I have always had a fascination with
medieval times. As a child I naturally read Lord of
the Rings, but more so I was drawn to the philosophy
of the time when I was a student in Uppsala and
Helsinki. It was the incredible advancements in logic
that was made then that interested me, and the fact
that when I started there were still lots to do for a
young scholar and there were relatively few working
in the field. It has changed a lot in 20 years. Research
on medieval philosophy is now becoming more like
other areas of the history of philosophy and many
more young people are interested in it, although it is
still not the case that philosophy department’s hire
medievalists in the same rate as they would hire
someone working in Ancient or Early Modern
philosophy. It probably still suffers from the
prejudice that it is mainly religious philosophy.
The forthcoming book on skepticism include three
chapters on medieval discussions of skepticism,
which is unprecedented in the writing on skepticism.
All previous histories of skepticism ignore the
Middle Ages. I hope the readers when they see the
whole history presented, like it is in the book, will
appreciate that and I also think it greatly illuminates
the history of skepticism to include the middle ages.
7. Jacobsen: Skepticism can be seen
institutionalized in organizations including the
Center for Inquiry, Skeptical Inquirer, and so on.
Many in the humanist or other movements will
adhere to the principles. Sometimes, they will shift
away from skepticism towards a tinge of faith
because of the preferability of particular beliefs or
attitudes to their sensibilities, but, by and large,
the emphasis will be skepticism. Why are some
arrangements and communities of common values
more skeptic oriented than not?
Lagerlund: The skepticism you talk about here I call
science skepticism in the book and it is identified by
its strong adherence to science and its skepticism,
doubt and negative arguments, towards what they
deem as pseudo-science. These societies see
themselves as gatekeepers of science and the last line
of defense against charlatans and those that promote
and profit on unjustified and false theories in the
name of science. Many of these group play an
important role in education and keeping away the
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worst pseudo-science. Perhaps you remember the
magician James Randi who made a career out of
exposing frauds promoting all kinds of paranormal
phenomena. I am old enough to remember his TV
shows. I think for many he is still the definition of a
skeptic. One problem today is that it is so easy to
promote conspiracy theories and false views through
social media. The Flat Earth Society has greatly
benefitted from this. It seems bigger than ever;
although its beliefs are so obviously false. I think a
healthy skeptical attitude is more important than ever.
A problem is that if you are too skeptical you will
most likely miss out on some knowledge. It is here
that I think Hume is very important and his emphasis
on how skepticism can mediate our human reason
and in that way help guide us on our quest for truth
and knowledge.
8. Jacobsen: Can traditional religious sentiments
and beliefs mix with a skeptical view of the world?
If so, in what sense, and if not, why not?
Lagerlund: Historically, skepticism has been used as
an argument for religion and a so-called fideistic
viewpoints, that is, the view that reason has no sway
over faith. Skepticism is then used to show that
reason is unable to reject or justify faith or religious
belief in any way. In that sense you cannot give an
argument for faith – a belief in God is irrational. It
has been argued that this was how Montaigne used
skepticism to justify Catholicism, since there is no
argument or reason to justify believing in either
Catholicism or Calvinism the suggestion is that we
must remain in the belief system we already have.
Skepticism is then being used as an argument for
conservatism.
There are also arguments in history that skepticism
construed as doubt is the death of religious faith. As
soon as doubt creeps into a belief in a God that belief
is destroyed.
9. Jacobsen: Who have been some of the seminal
contributors to the history of skeptical thought –
either as an attitude or as a formal set of
principles, processes, and methodologies (e.g.,
scientific methodology)?
Lagerlund: Well, there are many, but an obvious one
is the introduction of skepticism and Pyrrhonian
philosophy, which is the first and perhaps only
sustained effort to develop skepticism as a way of
life. Pyrrhonism is an attempt to live skepticism and
the attitude of the skeptic is meant to lead the
practitioner to a better life of tranquility and
happiness. It was debated and mostly rejected as
impossible throughout the history of philosophy
mainly because it advised its practitioners to have no

beliefs about the world. The criticism was that this is
impossible. Beliefs are essential to our life and to the
possibility of acting at all. Hume’s criticism is
perhaps the most famous, but the idea was rejected
already by the Stoics and by Augustine. It is,
however, a fascinating idea at practicing skepticism.
There are many arguments that should be mentioned,
but the introduction of God as a deceiver and the evil
demon argument is of course especially spectacular.
An important use of skepticism can be found in the
17th century when it was introduced, by Gassendi and
others, as part of the scientific method. This is an
aspect of skepticism the lives on in science today.
Pierre Bayle is of central importance for all
developments of philosophy in the 18th century, but
he is often ignored. He was an important critique of
Descartes and as such released external world
skepticism on 18th century philosophy pushing it
towards idealism. One of my favorite philosophers is
David Hume. The way he uses skepticism to reign in
reason is important. In the 20th century I am a great
fan of Soul Kripke’s meaning skepticism; very
original, but there is a special place in my heart for
John Buridan and his insight that fallibilism can be
used as an anti-skeptical position. This has been
unknown before and instead Charles Sanders Peirce
has been credited with that idea.
10. Jacobsen: What were some of the interesting
developments in skepticism within the Middle
Ages?
Lagerlund: The Middle Ages play an important role
in the history of skepticism. Early on doubt becomes
associated with skepticism. Something it did not
really have in Ancient times, but which will never
leave it after the Middle Ages. Another very
important aspect is of course the introduction of the
deceiving God-hypothesis, which will develop into
Descartes’ evil demon-hypothesis. It is in the
14th century through this argument that external work
skepticism is introduced into philosophy. The other
already mentioned aspect of medieval skepticism is
Buridan’s introduction of fallibilism. He uses it
explicitly as an anti-skeptical position, which is
completely new in philosophy and is our prevalent
way of dealing with skepticism today. These three
aspects make the Middle Ages one of the most
important period in the history of skepticism.
Something that has not been appreciated before.
Appendix I: Footnotes
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Abstract
Christian is a Philosopher that comes from Belgium. What identifies him the most and above all is simplicity,
for everything is better with “vanilla flavour.” Perhaps, for this reason, his intellectual passion is criticism
and irony, in the sense of trying to reveal what “hides behind the mask,” and give birth to the true. For him,
ignorance and knowledge never “cross paths.” What he likes the most in his leisure time, is to go for a walk
with his wife. He discusses: “mystical state,” “reminiscent” experience; other forms of anguish; comparative
sense of everything else as slow; a cognitive generalist without cognitive singularism; a cognitive singularist
without cognitive generalism; a healthier pivot than impatient and exasperated in awaiting others’ catching
up; Greek culture, Humanism, and anthropomorphism; the things Christianity “demonizes” and “angelizes”;
Humanism and Greek notions of life; belief in an afterlife; religious afterlives; understanding oppressor and
oppressed; predatory systems; some killed to find the truths; noumenic identification; unbearable lightness of
being; Hegelian synthesis thinking; Schelling’s obscurity; favourite Mozart piece; limits of human science;
non-irrational postmodern position; the way empirical and rational hardly come together in this postmodern
conceptualization; body with an idea about itself as the soul; the idea of the soul as “divine breath” or a
“transcendent spirit”; this “floating condition”; the “staples” or the “parentheses” a spatio-temporal volume,
so as to provide a theoretical object for study; “nothing” makes reality real; empirical and rational traditions
represent modernity under the single banner rationalism; other externally induced internal factors besides
guilt and notions of sin drive down the possibility of genius; more women in the middle range and more men
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at the lower and higher ranges of general intelligence; “higher value”; post-humanist sensibility as one
extensive in its tensions and touches with the culture in which it embeds itself; propositions of transhumanism; death; Hegelian notion of freedom; primary principles or ultimate principles; infinite intersect of
knowledge and truth, or only first apprehension of the primary principles or ultimate principles; Schelling
using such a hermetic language; Karl Popper; Kuhn; Lakatos and Feyerabend; extended meaning of the
consciousness of being; post-modernism in a modified, extended and highly differentiated meaning of postmodernism; post-modernist Humanist; modern ‘religions’ or communal organizations; freedom of thought
and expression; freedom of expression; a process of punishment of women and a reinforcement for men;
meaning mostly directed sensibly in a communal sense; “trans-personal” values; differentiation of the
egosyntonic from the common good; human beings as emds and as means; technology, the internal, the
external, and the human being; techno-ethics; artificial intelligence; donkeys; Crowley and Thelemites; Jesus
Christ/Yeshua Ben Josef and Satan/the Devil; theoretically defined constructs or study objects through
delimits of spatiotemporal capacities, physics; biology; chemistry; ultimate principles or “principles of
existence”; Verificationism and Falsificationism; Kuhnian notion of revolutions; simplify the linguistic
landscape to make things less pompous, more accessible, and logically straightforward; to know that you
know, to be in existence here-and-now; “rational post-rationalism”; a personalized post-modernist Humanist
ethic; a theistic god; an atheistic absence of gods; an agnostic stance on gods; a deistic god; a pandeistic god; a
pantheistic god; a panendeistic god; a panentheistic god; apatheism; henotheism; polytheism; monolatry;
kathenotheism; omnism; transtheism; metaphysics; metaphysicalism differing from supernaturalism or
extramaterialism; a world built on the metaphysical; a world built on the supernatural; a world built on the
extramaterial; epistemology; ontology; knowledge; forms of knowledge; epistemology with ontology;
aforementioned relation leading to different forms of knowledge; science grounded on metaphysical
assumptions; theistic evolutionists, progressive creationists, Intelligent Design advocates, young earth
creationists, and old earth creationists; pseudoscience and non science; medical quacks, guru charlatans,
miracle men, or fringe cranks and crackpots; Lutheranism; and freedom of the will.
Keywords: Christian Sorenson, intelligence, genius, philosophy, traits.
An Interview with Christian Sorenson on God, Genius, and Intelligence (Part Three)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: What makes a
“mystical state” mystical? What marks the reason
for the belief in the “supposed” condition of an
existence with eternal beings? What would be a
synonym for the “reminiscent” experience?
Christian Sorenson: It is the experience of having
lived, or felt in a “mysterious way,” that is without
knowing under what condition of “existence” was it
possible, “the union” with the “divine subjectively
defined,” in a framework of confinement, since the
sensation lived, is that of an “exclusive relationship”
with a “great other,” which leaves everything that
exists outside of it. There isn’t any reason that marks
that belief, since there are “reasons” that not even the
reason itself understands. A synonym would be the
“experience of shadows.”
2. Jacobsen: What are other forms of anguish
involved here?
Sorenson: What I would denominate as “vital
anguish,” which from my point of view, would be a
type of anguish that has no “object,” and
consequently, since it cannot be “invested” or
“cathectized” in something, it is felt with different

intensity but permanently, and is equivalent to the
sensation of “vertigo” and “nausea.”
3. Jacobsen: For a comparative sense of
everything as mostly “extremely slow,” how much
slower – quantitatively and qualitatively?
Sorenson: As slow as in “slow-motion” but not as
slow as “being paralyzed.” It is to feel that a part of
the “vital breath” is lost, when it is not possible to
express a response because timing makes it
impossible.
4. Jacobsen: What would be a cognitive generalist
without cognitive singularism?
Sorenson: The closest thing to what a “divine
intuition” could be.
5. Jacobsen: What would be a cognitive singularist
without cognitive generalism?
Sorenson: A “realistic” thinker without “idealism.”
6. Jacobsen: What would be a healthier pivot than
impatient and exasperated in awaiting others’
catching up, as a means of emotionally coming to
terms with the intellectual pace of much of the rest
of the species?
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Sorenson: I think that being able to “sublimate,” that
is, to channel the attention and intellectual energy
towards something else that I consider of “greater
value.”
7. Jacobsen: Why did Greek culture exhibit more
Humanism and anthropocentrism than Christian
culture?
Sorenson: Because the Greek culture did not have
the notion of “sin,” in the sense of “guilt and
atonement” for a misconduct.
8. Jacobsen: Why did Christianity – well –
“demonize” reason? What did Christianity – does
Christianity – “angelize”?
Sorenson: They demonize it as a “defence
mechanism” to protect its doctrine and dogmatism.
“Angelizes” the “asexuality” of the sacred figures,
since it was through “the flesh,” that the first sin
entered into humanity, and therefore it is necessary to
“retrace” that path, until an “immaculate woman” is
able to “step on the head” of the snake that tries to
“bite its heel.”
9. Jacobsen: How does a Humanism mix well with
Greek notions of life and, probably, many notions
of life for you?
Sorenson: I believe through a humanism “posthumanist,” capable of relativizing cultural principles
and values in the sense of giving them a more
“symbolic and interpretive” character, than of
“univocal meanings,” and at the same time being able
to reach more “eclectic and inclusive” elaborations
with these.
10. Jacobsen: Do you believe in an afterlife? If so,
why? If not, why not? What would comprise the
content of this afterlife if any?
Sorenson: I “would like” to believe in an afterlife,
because “I need to do it,” and I need it to be so,
because I need to “perpetuate enjoyment” and the
persons who I love, nevertheless, since my reason
doesn’t always “understand my heart,” I am obliged
to impose the “power of the will.”
11. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on proposed religious
afterlives – hypotheses on the hereafter?
Sorenson: I feel that in general, they are forms of
evasion to “numb the suffering” in this life, which
often consist of “land sold in green,” that nourish
hope and faith.
12. Jacobsen: What is your framework for
understanding oppressor and oppressed here?
Sorenson: The dialectic of the “master and the
slave,” in the sense that both need each other to exist,

but that nevertheless have feelings with different
valence, since while one feels “contempt and
annoyance” the other has “resentment and hatred.”
13. Jacobsen: When life on Earth is made into a
hell here-and-now, does this explain many of the
predatory aspects of some political systems,
religious belief structures, and human relations?
They want to relieve the anguish of the
aforementioned oppression.
Sorenson: They want to alleviate from the
“punishment” that awaits them in the afterlife, for the
hell they make this world, and in this way reduce the
amount of anguish they feel for knowing what
“awaits” them later. In my opinion, the problem is
that it is not understood that this, is a “conflict” that
is not called to be resolved in a “supernatural” world,
but on the contrary, it is a “critical instance or
period,” of individual evolutionary development, and
that of the species itself, which must be resolved in
this earthly world.
14. Jacobsen: Why were some killed for finding
the truth? What is the threat of the truth to the
political and religious authorities?
Sorenson: Doing a “double reading” to put aside the
“obvious reason,” and stay with the “underlying”
one, I would say that this arrived, since they put “the
survival” of the system at risk. It is the fact of
denouncing the “deceit of conscience” in which they
maintained the population, and consequently, the loss
of power to “subdue and exploit” people.
15. Jacobsen: Please elaborate on the “noumenic
identification.” First, the term “noumenic” and,
second, the term “identification” in context;
together, the meaning of “noumenic
identification” for a unity with the whole. Is this
truly a unity or simply apparent unity with the
whole?
Sorenson: I believe that the noumenic or
“noumenon” is like the “substance” of an existing
being, that is to say that it is “now existing,” and that
acts as a “representative-representing” of an “ideal
form” or “idea,” that has its own subsistence. In this
context, the identification of the “noumenon” with
the “whole,” would be something similar to “capture”
in a precise moment and instantly, that is “without
reasoning,” the response “came out” of something, as
if it was “floating” in front of us in space. It is an
identification with the “whole” since, besides me
having the “apoptiptic certainty” related to the
validity of the answer, which in turn is verifiable
through a verification process. I also have in this
experience, “the sensation of union” between me as
an individual self or subject, and an other as “great
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other.” The latter, although this “other” is in a
different place than mine, I feel that he
“encompasses” me, because of the “synchronicity”
that I lived at that time. From a logical point of view,
if it’s possible to sustain that the “whole” itself is
“unique,” since nothing else exists outside it, then it
could be said, that the “whole” is equivalent to
“number one,” and if this is true, then I could affirm
that “unity” with the “whole” exists, because at the
same time the “number one” is a “numeric unit,” and
a “unity” in the sense of union.
16. Jacobsen: Why is existence an unbearable
lightness of being for most or all of us?
Sorenson: Because we feel that we are not able to
“escape” from our “instinctual determinism,” that
always brings us to the same point, that identifies
with “death,” and therefore we “struggle striving” to
live, as a way to “evade” from that end.
17. Jacobsen: Continually, I see the synthesis
thinking for you. So, I observe the Hegelian
influence on you. Any other crucial elements of
Hegelian philosophy for you?
Sorenson: His concept of “freedom” has influenced
me, since I think that from this, I can develop a
“theory of conflict.”
18. Jacobsen: Why Schelling, too, especially with
the apparent obscurity of the philosophy?
Sorenson: I am struck by his “idealism” and the way
he brings concepts such as world, self and freedom,
to a transcendent level, through a “symbolically
hermetic” language.
19. Jacobsen: Mozart! Any favourite pieces? I
happen to be listening to him.
Sorenson: Die “Zauberflöte.”
20. Jacobsen: What are the limits of human
science? What are limits of human philosophy?
What could extra-terrestrial superintelligences
develop past possible human sciences and conceive
beyond the categories considered axiomatic in
human philosophy?
Sorenson: The limits of science are given by its
“method” that is necessarily inductive, while that of
philosophy is given by “natural theology.” I believe
that this superintelligence, dispensed with any
method, and was able to arrive at the “ultimate” or
“primary principles,” that did not require any
verification process, as they were “self-evident” and
therefore impossible to be “refuted.”
21. Jacobsen: What is the non-irrational
“postmodern” to you?

Sorenson: It is a “post modernism” that well
postulates that “knowledge” and “truth,” are like
“two asymptotes” that only intersect in a point at
“infinity.” And therefore, questions the “belief” in an
unlimited advance of science, as modernity does, and
in consequence, postulates at the same time, the
demand for “empirical refutations” of “hypothetical
knowledges.”
22. Jacobsen: Why can the empirical and rational
hardly come together in this postmodern
conceptualization?
Sorenson: It is hard but “not impossible,” since,
despite the regrets, it is feasible to continue working
with the “scientific method.”
23. Jacobsen: A body with an idea about itself as
the soul. Any extended meanings of a soul here?
Sorenson: The soul, is an “idea” that has an “object”
as a “thing in itself,” which is the body, and since this
last is an “object-thing,” it is possible to have an idea
of it, “the soul.”
24. Jacobsen: Why reject the idea of the soul as
“divine breath” or a “transcendent spirit”?
Sorenson: Because if I accept it, I have a limit, since,
in the analysis, I cannot go beyond a “condition of
possibility” from a logical point of view, and then
regardless of whether it is true or not, it does not
become in an “irrefutable hypothesis,” in the sense of
“truth provided with certainty,” and therefore I
cannot even prove its “falsehood.”
25. Jacobsen: Why do you think you live in this
“floating condition”?
Sorenson: Since I need to “problematize”
everything, as a way to activate my adrenergic
mechanisms, and feel the emotion of “finding flaws”
everywhere.
26. Jacobsen: What defines the “staples” or the
“parentheses” of a spatio-temporal volume, so as
to provide a theoretical object for study?
Sorenson: It is defined by the “nature” of the
“phenomenon” under study, the development of the
“theoretical model” with which it is boarded, and the
“scientific status” of the discipline from which it is
being studied.
27. Jacobsen: If “nothing” makes reality real, and
if things need delimiting for study as theoretical
constructs, what differentiates the inner from the
outer, the delimited from the delimiter?
Sorenson: The “consciousness of being.”
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28. Jacobsen: Why do empirical and rational
traditions represent modernity under the single
banner rationalism?
Sorenson: Due to a historical matter, they have
“reduced” rationalism exclusively to that, when in
reality, rationalism is more complex and
comprehensive than this. A way to test it, is for
example by demonstrating that “post modernism” is
not necessarily equivalent to “post rationalism.”
29. Jacobsen: What other externally induced
internal factors besides guilt and notions of sin
drive down the possibility of genius?
Sorenson: Religions and all forms of
authoritarianism and dogmatism, since they inhibit
“freedom” of thought and expression, which is the
fundamental necessary condition for the existence of
genius. The opposite would be “fear,” which is the
common and necessary condition that makes possible
the existence of guilt and sin.
30. Jacobsen: Why do we see more women in the
middle range and more men at the lower and
higher ranges of general intelligence?
Sorenson: In the case of women middle range and
men who are located in high ranks, it is due to the
process of “natural selection” which selects the
“fittest” during individual development, being the
“sociocultural conditioning” the force who regulates
this process, through the practice of positive and
negative “punishment” in women, and positive and
negative “reinforcement” in men, in order to maintain
this trend. In the situation of men with low ranges,
are genetic and biological characteristics as preexisting “endogenous conditions,” who determines it.
In this sense from an “ontogenetic” point of view,
men would tend to have the worst scores than women
in low levels of intelligence.
31. Jacobsen: What do you consider “higher
value”? What internal energies can be best
sublimated towards singular aims?
Sorenson: What I will denominate as “transpersonal” values, since they would allow us to leave
our “egosyntonic sphere,” and in that way, go beyond
the simple needs of individual “self-recognition” and
“self-realization.” Therefore, if at the same time, they
are directed towards the needs of the community and
society, by the search for the “common good being,”
which is what makes understandable the “meaning”
and “for what” reason they must be pursued as “an
end,” then they are susceptible of being channelled.
32. Jacobsen: I agree with the notions of a posthumanist sensibility as one extensive in its tensions
and touches with the culture in which it embeds

itself. Is this truly post-humanist or more
adaptation of Humanism to a native culture,
whether Latin American, Aboriginal, Native
American, European, Asian, or African?
Sorenson: Both forms, place man at the center with
its “self-worth,” and share aspects such as equality,
freedom and dignity. However, post-humanism
manages to make a “qualitative leap,” since, although
this, it is capable of relativizing their concepts, to
“clearly and distinctly” differentiate them. Due to
this, I feel that post-humanism successfully reaches
to establish categorically, that “man should never be
treated as a means, but only as an end.”
33. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on the propositions of
trans-humanism?
Sorenson: “Futurologically” speaking, the change of
the human condition towards “trans and posthumanity,” seems to me that although it is a feasible
possibility, it demands our attention in relation to
“technoethics,” and particularly with respect to the
development of “artificial intelligence,” and the
purpose of its use, since it easily could turn against
ourselves.
34. Jacobsen: Is death final?
Sorenson: I think that death is a “change of state” in
an energetic sense, that is to say, that “it would not be
destroyed but only transformed.” This doesn’t mean
that energy would necessarily be transformed into a
form or something similar to how we currently know
living things. In this sense, death would be “half the
way,” between the life that arises from “emanations”
of “transmuting energy,” that comes from some type
of “vessel,” that acts as a container, and the return of
it to that place of origin, until another “emanating”
process occurs again.
35. Jacobsen: Does this Hegelian notion of
freedom itself produce its own conflict with a
singular resolution in the “determinism” of the
single point for all: death? In that, freedom while
in the world to “struggle striving” while all paths
lead to the single numeric unity of physical
annihilation.
Sorenson: Although it is possible to deduce it in a
Hegelian sense, I feel that freedom is “conflicting,”
since it’s the “delusion” of the “neurotic,” and the
“one who pursues it, is a donkey.” I do not believe
that death solves anything, because the “conflict”
expressed in that or in something else, will be “reedited,” in this or another “dimension,” perhaps
indefinitely.
36. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on primary principles
or ultimate principles? Rosner and I call them
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principles of existence, in a similar manner of
thinking.

40. Jacobsen: Is Kuhn an influenced on you? If so,
how? If not, why not?

Sorenson: The fact of being “principles,” makes
them evident, and therefore “indisputable,” since it is
not possible to go beyond them. In that way, I relate
these to “natural theology,” that is to say, to the study
of God in those properties, that are “accessible” to
reason, in what could be understood as the
“preambles of faith.”

Sorenson: I share his idea about “paradigms,” but I
think that is an incomplete concept in relation to the
notion of change, and revolution, and regarding to the
possibility of “building new constructionist bases.” In
this sense, I feel that rather than finding ourselves in
the midst of “paradigms,” we live in a “postparadigmatic era.”

37. Jacobsen: Is there ever a reaching of the
infinite intersect of knowledge and truth, or only
first apprehension of the primary principles or
ultimate principles and then the asymptote
towards infinity at knowledge-truth merely fills in
the details deriving from the primary principles or
ultimate principles?

41. Jacobsen: Any extensions into more recent
thinkers like Lakatos and Feyerabend?

Sorenson: If I assume that “knowledge” is not
equivalent to “truth,” but nevertheless the “ultimate
principles” are, then it could be affirmed that
“knowledge” and “ultimate principles” are not
equivalents, and therefore “knowledge” would never
intersect at one point not even in infinity with the
“truth.” The aforementioned its possible, since, in
Popper’s terminology, some are “refutables,” while
others aren’t. Ultimate principles don’t admit any
“confrontation,” because in my opinion, if they
weren’t “true,” then “formal logic” couldn’t be able
to operate, and neither could our “thinking” do.
38. Jacobsen: Why was Schelling using such a
hermetic language? Is he pulling an Aleister
Crowley coded language of a different kind?
Sorenson: Because I feel that due to his “romantic”
tendency, he develops a philosophy that he tries to
convert into an extremely “transcendental system.” I
indeed believe that he influenced the thinking of
“occultism and esotericism” as it happened with A.
Crowley and his “Thelema” philosophy.
39. Jacobsen: Is Karl Popper an influence on you?
If so, how? If not, why not?
Sorenson: I share his “critical rationalist” vision and
his position regarding the “refutability” of scientific
knowledge. Nevertheless, I think that he is wrong,
from a “formal logical” point of view, when he says,
regarding “irrefutable postulates,” that these aren’t
“true” or that it is not possible to pronounce anything
in relation to its “veracity.” I also believe that, among
other aspects, the “inability to delve” into the
connotation of “partiality” and “relativism,”
regarding the “objects” of study in science. This last,
question the “validity” of his idea, regarding that the
“knowledge is always plausible.”

Sorenson: I consider that both not only don’t depart
from Popper, but also aren’t able to achieve any kind
of important goal. This is how Lakatos, in his attempt
to make more rigorous what he calls Popper’s “naive
falsificationism,” does nothing more than “turning
around” over the same, like a “dog chasing its tail,”
for remaining exactly in the point from where he
started. And Feyeraband for his part, with his
proposal of “methodological anarchism,” does little
more than “sustain the unsustainable.” To claim what
he says, it’s as “absurd” as believing that “by
perceiving, reality is being created.”
42. Jacobsen: What is an extended meaning of the
consciousness of being?
Sorenson: The fact, of “knowing that I know” about
the “being in there.”
43. Jacobsen: Is rationalism extended beyond
empiricism and rationalist discourses into postmodernism in a modified, extended and highly
differentiated meaning of post-modernism?
Sorenson: What I consider as “post-modernism” in
this context, it is equivalent to a “rational postrationalism,” which is far from how the former is
usually understood.
44. Jacobsen: Where does this post-modernist
Humanist (as in post-humanian/post-humanist)
context place ethics differentiated from
transcendentalist religious discourses as in more
human rights and humanitarian law-based
morality
Sorenson: In my opinion, this “post-modernist
Humanist” should based its morality on a
“personalistic ethic.” What I mean with this, it is an
ethic that focuses on the “intentionality” of the
“human act,” in contrast to what the “act of man” is,
since it sees the conduct, by a purely “formal,” and
“normative” prism.
45. Jacobsen: What about modern ‘religions’ or
communal organizations bound by principle
including the Ethical Cultures/Ethical Societies,
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Humanisms, Sunday Assemblies, Secular
Judaism/Humanistic Judaism, and so on? Do
these perform an important function as nondogmatic and non-authoritarian structures
beneficial to the health and wellbeing individual
members wanting community and the community
too?
Sorenson: I feel it’s necessary to differentiate the
fact of “having a religion,” from the one of “being
religious of that religion.” Following the sense of the
former, it could be said, that these as other similar
systems, promote the moral development of men
through values that are “ethical principles,” since
they are “transversals” among all. It could be said,
that they are the result on the one hand of the union
between the innate and therefore “universal form”
that constitutes the “practical moral reason,” that
simply discriminates between “good and evil,” and in
turn dictates in conscience “do good and avoid evil,”
and on the other hand concrete behaviours.
46. Jacobsen: How do freedom of thought and
expression help create better soil for geniuses to
emerge, crop up?
Sorenson: Society is prepared, receptive, and
positively values brilliants, and even highly and
exceptionally gifted minds, to the point that generally
positions them as “elites of power.” Nevertheless,
something very different happens with geniuses and
the “incommensurable geniuses.” Geniuses, need
freedom of thought and expression to emerge, but
any kind of freedom is not enough, since their “selfbeing” is necessarily linked to their intrinsically
“revolutionary way of being.” Therefore, if they do
not pursue any mode of change in society, but one
that is radical and absolutely novel, freedom of
thought as a condition of possibility for the
emergence of genius, will always be conditional and
relative.
47. Jacobsen: The international institutions
harbour the freedom of expression in principle
and, for the most part, apply these rights in most
countries in the world. Are they on the right track
with the stipulated rights of freedom of expression
and freedom of opinion?
Sorenson: I feel, that the discourse of freedom of
thought and expression that they have, is
“hypocritical,” since it is only an “ideal-of-being,”
that’s only and therefore, very far from putting it into
practice. There’s no consequence between one and
the other, and finally what operates is a “censorship,”
that represses by “surreptitious punishments,” all
conduct that departs from what should be the “mustbe.”

48. Jacobsen: Why focus on a process of
punishment of women and a reinforcement for
men?
Sorenson: Partly, because society is essentially
“abusive” of different forms of weakness. Woman
historically, unlike man who is identified with the
place of “father” or a “totemic figure,” has often been
represented “mythically” with “evil and sin,” since
Eva and Lilith, and as the subject of “castration”
lived in her body, with which she should continue
“symbolically” paying her “guilt” indefinitely, and
therefore being worthy of “punishment,” as the only
means for “expiation and purification.”
49. Jacobsen: In the aforementioned sense of a
“for what” and community, can meaning mostly
be directed sensibly in a communal sense? Does
this apply to productions of genius as well?
Sorenson: If we see it backwards, what I meant by
the question of “for what,” regards man as well as
community, on their “search for meaning,” since for
both is like a “first immobile motor” that mobilizes
everything, but without which nothing can be moved,
not even productions of genius.
50. Jacobsen: Can you unpack “trans-personal”
values some more, please? I mean origin of the
term and the current contextualization of its use
in a post-modern Humanism.
Sorenson: Both terms, “trans-personal” values and
“post-modern Humanism” are mine. With the first I
intend to dismantle Maslow’s pyramid, and rebuild it,
since I think that self-actualization needs, do not
constitute the “apex” of the pyramid as Maslow
indicates. From my point of view, they are values that
have a scope that goes beyond the individual sphere,
since they seek the “common social good,” and
therefore are “trans-personals,” but that nevertheless
constitute part of “individual needs,” insofar as they
promote “individual spiritual development.” And
therefore within a “pyramid of need,” they’re at a
higher level than those indicated by Maslow. For this
reason, also it is a “post-modern Humanism,”
because places both, man and society, at the “center
of concerns,” but at the same time, as “mutually
interdependent” entities of development.
51. Jacobsen: What differentiates the egosyntonic
from the common good (as in a co-egosyntonic
positive relational dynamic)?
Sorenson: The dynamic of the relation, is between
the “egosyntonic” and what I will denominate the
“ego-dystonic” sphere, not the co-egosyntonic. Since
individuals, by “leaving” outside and “emptying”
themselves of their “own needs,” at the same time
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that they “fill” themselves with the “needs of others,”
they will able to advance in a “personal spiritual
correction.”
52. Jacobsen: What makes human beings treat
others as means? What makes human beings treat
others as ends? What are the inevitable ethical
outcomes in either case?
Sorenson: “Egoism” and “the inferiority complex,”
is what causes human beings to be treated as a means.
Being able to “empty ourselves of our selfish desire
for ourselves,” to fill it instead with the “desire of the
other,” makes us capable of treating the human being
as an “end in itself.” The former, takes us on the path
of “pain and suffering,” from which it is not possible
to escape, while the last, leads us on the path of
“completeness and happiness.”
53. Jacobsen: Human beings seem like technology
to me. What we create, it looks like technology to
me. All part of the same comprehensive system
with different timelines of emergence. To deny
this, it would seem as if a denial of souls in
animals seen in the past, as for a justification to
abuse and kill them. Similarly, the removal of this
– what seems like an – illusion, to me, could preempt and reduce the possibility of the
mistreatment of constructed or synthetic (noncarbon) intellects in the future. In many ways
human beings harbour an entirely different form
of technology, but, in many other ways, the same,
the idea of a trans-humanism future as proposed
often as a trans-human – beyond or after human –
future seems unreasonable if not on principle
false. In that, any outcropping will become part of
humanity or an extension of current human forms
in thought and action and, thus, in all cases, or in
all futures, a future is a human future co-extensive
with the human present into all possible futures.
The idea of trans-humanism, as such, seems
completely unreasonable and illogical to me;
whereas, post-humanism makes sense as this
acknowledges, incorporates, and naturally
develops the current human systems and extends
them outward in a multidimensional way. So, in a
post-humanist vision rather than logically
untenable trans-humanist vision, how could these
technological entities and yonder-present
technologies lead to the annihilation of humanity
or the nature of human beings in general with
these as outcroppings of the same beings, the same
nature, and the same proclivities of thought and
form? Fundamentally, with technology, we speak
of aspects of our extended selves killing its original
patterns and, thus, would remark on another
human condition, psychology and behaviour, of

self-murder or suicide rather than a murder from
some outside force, as the “outside force”
represents our extended selves, i.e., a derivation of
post-Humanism rather than trans-Humanism. If
one wants to stretch the argument as much as
possible, then it’s both an extrinsic manifestation
of some other force while an internal
representation projected outward into a
functional manifestation with an internal made
into an external other and an internalrepresented-external with human extinction by
these forces as a form of murder and suicide at the
same time. But that is long-winded and annoying.
Sorenson: Due to the development of technology and
specifically of artificial intelligence in the future, the
“post-humanism” that will exist, in the sense of “after
man, but not beyond man,” It’s probably going to be
given, by a humanity in which “humans” and
“humanoids,” endowed with thoughts, emotions and
will, will be autonomous as we are, and identical to
us. Therefore, we are going to relate in every way as
equals with them, at the point that they would
represent “artificial human species,” but “human
species” as well. Perhaps at the beginning, we will
develop these beings first, nevertheless maybe in a
second stage, they are going to have the capacity to
develop them too. I feel that the “quid” in this point,
is how it’s plausible to project that novel humanity,
in order to have a harmonious and collaborative
coexistence. One of the keys necessary for that
purpose, I believe is to develop entities with similar
capacities from the qualitative and quantitative point
of view. The risk, would be to “lose proportions” by
the development of superintelligences, and “losing
sight” also of a “normal distribution of population,”
since this could feasibly break the “balance,” and in
that sense, could transform into a threat for the
survival of the “natural human species.”
54. Jacobsen: Following from the last question, on
techno-ethics, and if the distinction between
technologies becomes artificial in the end, should
any generalized ethic then apply to ‘technology’
and humanity at the same time? ‘Techno-ethics’
as bound to an ethics of consciousnesses, i.e., of
those that know they know and have a sense of
being in themselves.
Sorenson: It depends because in an eventual “posthuman humanity,” where we could coexist
harmoniously with humanoids, it would be essential
to verify, in order to apply an eventual “generalized
ethic,” the existence of “consciousness,” in these
beings. Since this property, probably has a nature
analogous with something close to “spirituality,”
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therefore if it is not certain that they possess it, it
would not be possible to apply an “inclusive ethic.”
55. Jacobsen: Is artificial intelligence truly
artificial or more constructed intelligence as
opposed to evolved-by-natural force intelligence?
In that, human thought patterns evolved. Those
evolved and constructed thought replication in
devices for different processing and similar
output. Both remain part of the natural world, the
hermetically sealed natural world, known by
noetic consensus with the noetic consensus itself
influenced by these constructed intelligences, socalled ‘artificial.’ Our evolved human thought
patterns reflected in some processing and more in
output of the constructed intelligences makes
them an extension of us with substance
differences, carbon versus silicon.
Sorenson: It seems to me, that what makes artificial
intelligence “artificial,” is the fact that there’s an
“intervention” and “manipulation” on it, in contrast
to what it would be for it, to follow a development or
a course without the action of any external agent. In
this sense, artificial intelligence would be “artificial,”
not always because develops an intelligent being, but
also if it intervenes in any way on the intelligence of
a “natural intelligent being.”
56. Jacobsen: Are we all donkeys in some sense?
Sorenson: No, since “obedient individuals” certainly
would not be.
57. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on Crowley and
Thelemites, or on offshoots in the Temple of
Satan, Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn,
Temple of Set, Church of Satan, the LaVeyans,
demonology, and the like?
Sorenson: All start from a common principle in
which the only law is to do one’s “own will,” and
likewise they identify love with that law, as long as it
is under the exercise of “will.” However, I believe
that Crowley’s position is not completely equivalent
to the others, since he identifies more with
Luciferian’s postulates, while the rest do so with
Satanist or demonological ones.
58. Jacobsen: Christianity and Islam comprise
about half of the population of the world’s minds.
Two big figures in their theologies as philosophies.
One is Satan/the Devil. Another is Jesus. Both
believe in the former in the same way. They
believe in the latter as the Son of God/Son of Man
in one manner (acceptance of the resurrection)
and then a great prophet in another (denial of the
resurrection). What do these figures represent to
you? How do these philosophies spread so much,

so fast, among so many human beings? What is
Jesus Christ/Yeshua Ben Josef? What is Satan/the
Devil?
Sorenson: I feel that the figure of Jesus, represents
that of a misunderstood revolutionary who fought for
the poorest. The devil is a figure basically distorted
by the Christianity from the figure of the “fallen
angel,” Lucifer. For me represents both, Lucifer and
“Baphomet” which are in some way, “humanistic and
earthly god,” since they demonstrate in some degree,
concern for what happens to man and its destiny.
Though it could be identified in a negative sense with
the יצר הרע, the “inclination towards evil,” in my
opinion is more related with the figure of “Adonay.”
I believe that these philosophies spread so much and
so fast, because they are a “breeding ground,” that
ignites strong in “ignorance” and “foolishness.”
59. Jacobsen: We talked about theoretically
defined constructs or study objects through
delimits of spatiotemporal capacities relevant for
study objects for human beings. Let’s focus on sets
of theoretically defined/confined constructs or
study objects for fields of study or disciplines
devoted to particular scales of spatiotemporal
delimitation and types of patterns in this
hermetically sealed world, some point to
“physics,” “chemistry,” and “biology” as the
foundational fields of the sciences with everything
following from them, especially when one
considers mathematics or “maths” as a form of
science/natural philosophy defined as the
“mathematical sciences.” Within some of the
conversation before, what is physics?
Sorenson: For me, it is “cosmology.” Therefore,
would be the study of all natural entities, including
those that could be derived from them.
60. Jacobsen: What is biology?
Sorenson: In my opinion, it is the science that
studies living beings, or those endowed with some
activity equivalent to this.
61. Jacobsen: What is chemistry?
Sorenson: For me, it is the science that studies the
composition, properties and transformations of
matter, in relation to elements already known or not
yet known.
62. Jacobsen: For the ultimate principles or
“principles of existence,” we have them, for the
sake of argument, as a knowledge-truth 2dimensionality attempt at infinite intersect
developed through growing experimentation
databases of facts about the world and little
theories to tie them together. In this extensive
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example of physics, biology, and chemistry, those
three points of contact merely exist as the
manifestation of the knowledge-truth 2dimensionality with the fundamental basis for any
dimensionality whatsoever bound in the
penultimate rules of the universe. Where does this
place thinking critters like us?
Sorenson: In this context, the “primary principles”
don’t take place in this double dimension of truth/
knowledge, since they are postulates of a
“metaphysical” nature, they are not empirical, in
consequence do not represent any knowledge, and
therefore it is not possible to pronounce on their
“veracity” not either its “falsity.”
63. Jacobsen: How are Verificationism and
Falsificationism different manifestations of the
same underlying principle fundamental to the
empiricist-scientific endeavour?
Sorenson: “Verificationism” is not equivalent to
“validationism,” since the first one only allows us to
affirm that a postulate is “not false” at the moment,
but it can never tell me anything about its veracity. At
the same time, it is “falsificationism,” because the
intentionality must always be to try to “demonstrate
the falsity,” and not the veracity of a postulate. In that
sense, it is analogous to what should happen between
a “null and investigative hypothesis,” when
intentionality seeks to demonstrate that both are
equals, due to the fact that there are “no significant”
differences between them.
64. Jacobsen: The Kuhnian notion of revolutions
in science has a hidden premise, too. The idea of
human revolutions in science. As we become less
dominant in the thinking sphere of the conducting
of science, revolutions will be partially posthuman. I can agree with the post-paradigmatic
view in one way; I can see an argument for
partially post-human paradigm shifts making the
paradigms not-so easily perceptible or definable in
precise terms now. Demarcations become opaque.
What’s next?
Sorenson: In my opinion, the next that will arrive,
since it is not a matter of “opacity of demarcation,” is
a simultaneously situation of “post-humanian” and
“post-paradigmaticism,” in relation to what strictly
explains the meaning of the second. For this goal, it’s
fundamental to recognize as a fact, that today main
theoretical systems and paradigms, have collapsed. If
in turn, there are “no novel revolutions,” not even on
the horizon, then it’s expectable that neither “really
new theories,” will emerge. Therefore, it’s
conclusive, in function of the aforementioned, that in
a following stage, the theoretical bases which are

supposed to be available, won’t be enough in order to
construct future paradigms. Maybe not even for “an
everlasting time.”
65. Jacobsen: I agree on both remarks about
Lakatos and Feyerabend. Also, I find the terms
“philosophy of” annoying and redundant. Science
was defined as an extension of philosophy;
scientists were defined as practitioners of
philosophy. In that, science is natural philosophy;
scientists are natural philosophers. In this sense,
scientists do philosophy via natural philosophy,
where philosophy extends into natural philosophy,
and vice versa, but with philosophy containing
natural philosophy, by history and definition, and
not vice versa. All these Nobel Prize winners and
developers of redundant fields with “meta-” this
and “philosophy of” that miss the point entirely.
It’s all philosophy while the contraction of focus
brings them more to practical elements of the field
or the application of the principles for economics,
statistics, mathematics, biology, physics, and so
on. How could we simplify the linguistic landscape
to make things less pompous, more accessible, and
logically straightforward?
Sorenson: It’s simple, “they lose their way” by doing
so, since what occurs is that from the origin itself,
they start their search from a wrong point of view,
and afterwards they continue to enlarge the error, and
lose more and more the “route” of what is being
looked, as they try to get closer to the goal they are
pursuing. What I mean, is that all particular sciences,
always and forever, because their objects of study
and their methodologies determine it, will respond to
only one and the same question, the question “about
how,” while philosophy, does it respect to “what.”
The former, refers to “phenomenon” of things,
meanwhile the last is going to refer to the “being” or
the “thing itself.” Consequently, as one response to
what I will denominate “intermediate” or “second
causes,” the other answers to causes that are
“ultimates” or “primaries.” If the latest is correct,
then one would belong to the “physical” plane in the
sense of “nature,” while the second should
correspond to the “metaphysician,” and therefore
between both, there will never be a “continuity” or
“unity” in any sense.
66. Jacobsen: To know that you know, to be in
existence here-and-now, is this an implication of a
time-sense as first-principles knowledge?
Sorenson: Not really, because at the very moment
that I want to “capture” the experience of what is
here-and-now, I immediately “lose it.” Therefore, the
only thing that I can reliably demonstrate in that
experience, as a time-sense and first-principles
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knowledge, is that it doesn’t exists in my
“conscience.”
67. Jacobsen: Can you expand on “rational postrationalism”?

From a point of view that regards divine
“transcendence,” it is reasonable for god to remain on
a “mysterious,” and “inaccessible” plane.
72. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on a deistic god?

Sorenson: What I mean with this term, it is that I
place rationalism with “its feet on the ground, while
pointing towards the sky.” In this sense I believe
empirically speaking, that it is possible to “advance”
with the “truth,” as long as it is “partial and relative.”
Since what “ties” it, it is the object that is “not real,”
and is always “constantly changing.”

Sorenson: A “watchmaker” god, seems more logical
for me.

68. Jacobsen: How would a personalized postmodernist Humanist ethic become both universal
and individual?

Sorenson: It is made with the same “deistic sponge
cake.”

Sorenson: I rather would denominate it as a
“personalistic” ethics, and therefore focused on the
sense behind the “human person,” more than in the
individual as such. Through these notions, I
synthesize the meanings both of “post-modernist
Humanistic ethic” and what regards “universal and
individual.” In this way, the concept of “human
person” comprehensively encompasses this last
two, since the “personal being” of each individual, on
the one hand represents what is “universal” with our
human nature, and that is replicated in all, by
“investing” ourselves with a “dignity” that makes all
uniques. And on other side, “individualizes”
everyone, to the extent that it transforms us, in
specific subjects endowed with an “identity.”
69. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on a theistic god?
Sorenson: It sounds like paternalism and “totemic
veneration.”

It seems logically unsustainable, to postulate a divine
“transcendence,” without making a distinction
between “substance,” and “matter.”
73. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on a pandeistic god?

In relation to “immanence,” it is coherent, but since
there is no “delimitation” and “distinction” between
god, and the universe, it is difficult to “signify” his
“name.”
74. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on a pantheistic god?
Sorenson: It sounds to me like a “veganian” god.
In a way, it represents an energetic “circularity,” and
the Platonic idea that god or gods, in their “wisdom,”
knew how to change their positions.
75. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on a panendeistic
god?
Sorenson: So, who’s who?
The distinction of “immanence” and “transcendence”
is not clear enough, and neither the reason why the
interaction with god, would be reduced to
contemplation of nature, meanwhile “thought” is
excluded.

It is more related to the Islamic, Jewish and Christian
religions, within which the “paternalistic” need, is
emphasized, has to be fulfilled, and transferred to that
of “government,” and “intervention” of God with
what is created.

76. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on a panentheistic
god?

70. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on an atheistic
absence of gods?

If god supposedly “intervenes” in the universe, it is
not understood how this is possible.

Sorenson: It is equivalent to believing in the
existence of “chance,” which is more or less to
believe in the god “of the absurd.”

77. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on apatheism?

I think that from a “practical” point of view, it is
logically sustainable, but not “theoretically”
speaking.

It seems to me more like an “emotional
predisposition” of opposition towards “theism,”
however its theoretical foundation, is not sufficiently
understandable.

71. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on an agnostic stance
on gods?
Sorenson: If not, god wouldn’t be god.

Sorenson: There is “no need” to believe in this type
of god.

Sorenson: It is the abbreviation of “apathy” and
“theism,” sounds like “child oppositional behavior.”

78. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on henotheism?
Sorenson: It’s like equivalent to a “perverse object
fixation.”
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I believe it is one of the most basic expressions of
religiosity, since it divinizes “beings from nature,” to
explain “metaphysical phenomena.”

85. Jacobsen: How would metaphysicalism differ
from supernaturalism or extramaterialism, or
some other formulation?

79. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on polytheism?

Sorenson: I feel that it does not necessarily differ
from these, it may even coincide perfectly. What is
going to disagree, will be the means by which are
studied, since it can be through faith that is
“irrational,” or reason that is “reasonable.” Being the
latter, always the one used by “philosophical
metaphysics.”

Sorenson: It makes me noise with Anubis, my dog,
and “animalists.”
In my opinion it is the most basic expression of
religiosity in the symbolic sense, regarding its “belief
system,” and the use of “images.”
80. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on monolatry?
Sorenson: Christianity and “idolatry.”
I feel that it is equivalent to what happens with
Christianity, in the sense that it “sanctifies” worldly
images, in order to “venerate” and “adore” them.
81. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on kathenotheism?
Sorenson: It is like an “object fixation” but with
“symptom displacement.”

86. Jacobsen: What would a world look like built
on the metaphysical?
Sorenson: Something similar to be sitting in a
“powder keg,” that can explode at any time, since
with metaphysics there is a “risk” of dispensing with
the use of reason, and because it generally arises
where it is “felt” that reason is not capable of
reaching, it is therefore easy to arrive at explanations
full of “superstition,” and loaded with dogmatism and
fanaticism.

It is found within the naturalistic expressions of
religiosity, but I believe that it is even more
rudimentary because is heavily invested with
“irrational superstitious beliefs,” since it cyclically
invokes divinized meanings, depending on the
“situational context.”

87. Jacobsen: What would a world look like built
on the supernatural?

82. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on omnism?

88. Jacobsen: What would a world look like built
on the extramaterial?

Sorenson: It is equivalent to the “negation sign.”
It is to pretend to achieve a “religious eclecticism,”
from theoretical assumptions that in many cases are
“irreconcilables,” therefore beyond being a “utopian
thought,” and constituting a position on the practical
plane, I do not see how it could be achieved
“conceptually” speaking.
83. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on transtheism?
Sorenson: It is a synonym of “meaningless
transcendence.”
It tries to transcend “atheism” and “theism,” into a
kind of “meta-religiosity,” however what is verified
is that the transcendence of which it is spoken,
“lacks” or even is “empty” of content.
84. Jacobsen: Metaphysics, what is it?
Sorenson: In my opinion, it is “theology,” since it
studies the “non-visible” properties of being, which
in turn coincide with those of God. Therefore, in a
certain way, they are “supernatural,” but at the same
time, they are studied through “reason,” and in
consequence, it is “natural.”

Sorenson: Like a world built on the
metaphysical, but with “saving doctrines,” that is to
say with “religions.”

Sorenson: As a “spiritualist world,” where
everything that exists, would be part of the “same”
and “unique” spirit.
89. Jacobsen: What is epistemology?
Sorenson: It is something like a “knowledge” about
“knowledge,” with “inquisitive” traits.
90. Jacobsen: What is ontology?
Sorenson: It is the study of being, in relation to the
“substance” and “matter” that constitute it.
91. Jacobsen: What is knowledge?
Sorenson: For me, it is to “remember.”
92. Jacobsen: What are the forms of knowledge?
Sorenson: They are the ways, in which the
“identification” between the subjective form, and that
which allows a certain thing to be what it is, is
“mediated.”
93. Jacobsen: What relates epistemology with
ontology?
Sorenson: The cognizant subject.
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94. Jacobsen: How does this aforementioned
relation lead to different forms of knowledge?
Sorenson: Depending on where the “abstracted
form” will be located, regarding the intellectual
intuition, and the reasoning or rational discursive
process.
95. Jacobsen: Does science need a bit of
metaphysics? Is science grounded on metaphysical
assumptions?
Sorenson: I guess that in relation to science with a
capital, yes. But with respect to the “particular
sciences,” no. Since the sciences as we currently
know them, do not work with “noumene,” and
therefore do not respond, about the question that
regards “the what” of being.
96. Jacobsen: Any thoughts of theistic
evolutionists, progressive creationists, Intelligent
Design advocates, young earth creationists, and
old earth creationists?
Sorenson: In my opinion, they all lack the same
element. That is, the “missing link.”
97. Jacobsen: What makes pseudoscience and
non-science pseudoscience and non-science? How
does these differ from science properly
understood and practiced?
Sorenson: What makes “pseudoscience” and “nonscience” what they are, is fundamentally the inability
to have their own “research method,” and the lack of
“criticism,” in order to be able to constantly review
themselves, in relation to their achievements. While
what gives science its “proper status,” it is the ability
to reach theories and laws, through empirically
verifiable “research hypotheses.”
98. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on medical quacks,
guru charlatans, miracle men, or fringe cranks
and crackpots?

Sorenson: I feel, they owe their existence to a
“dialectical process,” opposed by educational, social
and intellectual poverty. Which lastly, it is the engine
to seek “saving responses,” to the feeling of loss of
existential meaning, and the “fear” of eventual
punishment to come.
99. Jacobsen: Is Lutheranism still influential on
you?
Sorenson: I think that Lutheranism does not, but
Luther’s personality in part yes, in what refers to his
rebellious character and his idea of predestination.
100. Jacobsen: Do we have freedom of the will (if
so, how, why, etc.)?
Sorenson: I feel we have the “power of will”, but not
the “will of power”. What I mean with this, it is that
we have freedom in the sense of “self-affirmation” as
individuals, that in turn is the only power of which
we cannot be dispossessed, not even with the
deprivation of physical freedom. Nevertheless, at the
same time, we are predetermined at least in an
instinctual, and unconscious sense, in some manner,
we have no way to escape from it. And our
instinctive drive, in one way or another it is neither
accessible nor controllable.
Appendix I: Footnotes
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1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Several documents
governing international law and international
human rights give endowments to human beings
based on the premise of a global rights-based
order and particular conceptualizations of the
constituents of a human being and, therefore,
human nature with the need for freedom of
expression as a fundamental part of human life.
Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights or the UDHR states:
Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and
expression; this right includes freedom to hold
opinions without interference and to seek, receive
and impart information and ideas through any media
and regardless of frontiers. (United Nations, 1948)

On the international law rather than the
international right side, Article 19 of the UDHR is
recognized by the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (ICCPR):
1.

Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions
without interference.

2.

Everyone shall have the right to freedom of
expression; this right shall include freedom to seek,
receive and impart information and ideas of all
kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in
writing or in print, in the form of art, or through
any other media of his choice.

3.

The exercise of the rights provided for in
paragraph 2 of this article carries with it special
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duties and responsibilities. It may therefore be
subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only
be such as are provided by law and are necessary:

who perform abortions, with pictures of targets on
their heads.
I don’t think any specific words should be censored. I
was appalled when several schools banned the great
American novel Huckleberry Finn because one of
Mark Twain’s characters was “Nigger” Jim. Of
course, the novel was anti-slavery. In one important
scene, Huckleberry Finn helps free Nigger Jim from
slavery, and says, “All right then, I’ll go to hell,”
referring to the belief he was taught about the biblical
correctness of owning slaves.

(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others;
(b) For the protection of national security or of
public order (ordre public), or of public health or
morals. (UN General Assembly, 1966)
Indeed, this continues into the national level of the
stipulation of rights and laws. The international
community not only supports the freedom of
speech, but goes much farther than the United
States of America in the permission for the widest
possible definition of freedom in the transmission
of communication between two operators or
citizens with the “Freedom of Expression” as
opposed to the “Freedom of Speech” enshrined at
a national level for America. Why are these
international rights and laws important for the
protection of individual Americans who may, for
example, take a knee in protest of brutality
against black Americans in front of the Vice
President of the United States?

Interestingly, it’s considered OK for African
Americans to use the word “nigger” when talking to
other African Americans, but it is not considered OK
for whites to use the N word. Similarly, it’s
acceptable for Jews like me to tell anti-Semitic jokes
to fellow Jews, but it is considered wrong for
Gentiles to do so. Here is one of my favorite antiSemitic jokes.
Two Jews see a sign in front of a church that says
“$100 to convert.” One of the Jews asks, “Why not?
It’s an easy way to make a quick buck,” and enters
the church. The other Jew waits outside to see what
happens. After forty-five minutes the first Jew comes
out and the second Jew asks, “Well, did you get the
$100?” The first responds, “Is that all you Jews ever
think about, money?”

Dr. Herb Silverman: I think you are asking, in part,
about the distinction between freedom of expression
and freedom of speech. In the broad sense, I view
“expression” as a form of “speech,” non-verbal
communication. Taking a knee during the playing of
the National Anthem is a non-verbal form of protest.
Though it may be offensive to many, I support such a
perfectly legitimate expression of dissent.
I also support the free-speech rights of those whose
actions appall me. Many did not want to allow the Ku
Klux Klan to march in my hometown of Charleston,
South Carolina, some years ago. I felt the Klan does a
thousand bad things, and I didn’t want to deny them
the right to do the one good thing they do—exercise
their free-speech right to march. I also disagreed with
a local school board that prevented a student from
wearing a Confederate flag shirt to school.
The question of free speech often arises in the context
of how offensive you are permitted to be, and the
extent to which you may be harming others. I support
the right of the American Nazi Party to march, even
though it might lead to violence. For the same reason,
I supported civil rights marchers in the South, which
did lead to violence.
However, I am not a free speech absolutist. I agree
with the old cliché that you can’t yell “Fire!” in a
crowded theater. I don’t support the right of anyone
to purposely incite violence. Anti-abortion activists
should not be allowed to publish addresses of doctors

2. Jacobsen: The relevant regional documents –
less commonly known – express many of the
similar rights and values for the broad base of
communication rights with the freedom of
expression include the American Convention on
Human Rights. A document for which, especially
for a country so often ranting and raving about
“freedom of speech,” the United States of America
only signed and did not ratify (Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights, 2020). Article 13
states:
1.

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought and
expression. This right includes freedom to seek,
receive, and impart information and ideas of all
kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in
writing, in print, in the form of art, or through any
other medium of one’s choice.

2.

The exercise of the right provided for in the
foregoing paragraph shall not be subject to prior
censorship but shall be subject to subsequent
imposition of liability, which shall be expressly
established by law to the extent necessary to
ensure:

3.

respect for the rights or reputations of others; or
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4.

the protection of national security, public order, or
public health or morals.

5.

The right of expression may not be restricted by
indirect methods or means, such as the abuse of
government or private controls over newsprint,
radio broadcasting frequencies, or equipment used
in the dissemination of information, or by any other
means tending to impede the communication and
circulation of ideas and opinions.

6.

Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 2
above, public entertainments may be subject by law
to prior censorship for the sole purpose of
regulating access to them for the moral protection
of childhood and adolescence.

7.

Any propaganda for war and any advocacy of
national, racial, or religious hatred that constitute
incitements to lawless violence or to any other
similar action against any person or group of
persons on any grounds including those of race,
color, religion, language, or national origin shall
be considered as offenses punishable by law.[InterAmerican Commission on Human Rights, 1969)
How can Americans when “ranting and raving”
about freedom of speech keep in mind the right of
other Member States[3] to protest state violence
against them by the United States without violent
interference in this right to communication?
Silverman: Ranting and raving is protected speech in
the United States, including ranting and raving
against official U.S. policies. I’ve been known to rant
and rave during protests about entering wars in
Vietnam, Iraq, Afghanistan, Iran, and other countries.
Many supporters of Donald Trump rant and rave
about a so-called “deep state” in America, and
something Trump calls “Obamagate,” about which he
fails to define or provide evidence. As we can see,
ranters and ravers are often misguided and wrong—
depending on your point of view.
I also support non-violent civil disobedience
(breaking the law) as long as participants are willing
to take the consequences of their lawbreaking while
trying to change bad laws.
How should the United States engage with other
countries? I would like human rights to be a core
value, which, unfortunately, it is not under the
present administration. We ignore human rights
violations when dealing with so-called friends in
countries like Saudi Arabia, Russia, and North Korea,
blatant abusers of human rights. We should look for
ways to encourage countries we deal with to protect
its citizens and treat them fairly. Through the Internet
or by other means, we should try to give people in

some countries valuable information about basic
human rights they deserve. We should also work with
our allies on issues like climate change and other
science-based information to help make the world a
better place.
3. Jacobsen: The First Amendment to the
American Constitution states, “Congress shall
make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof;
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press; or the right of the people peaceably to
assemble, and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances” (Cornell Law School, 2020).
A right to freedom from the abridgement of
speech – an interesting framing – and the
prevention of the creation of a religion by the state
while not prohibiting religion at large. What do
most Americans forget about this First
Amendment regarding rights for speech? What do
they always remember, and also forget, about the
right to the establishment of religion and the
separation of church and state?
Silverman: What many Americans forget about free
speech in the First Amendment is that it is there to
protect unpopular speech. Popular speech does not
need protection.
As far as freedom of religion, many people don’t
understand that you can’t have freedom of religion
without also having freedom from religion. You are
not free if you are forced to choose a deity to
worship. Some people don’t understand that we have
a secular Constitution with no mention of any gods.
Its first three words are “We the People,” not “Thou
the Deity.” Many Christian conservatives incorrectly
claim that the United States was formed as a
Christion nation. They also say that our country now
discriminates against Christians, and favors Muslims
and atheists. Losing some of the Christian privilege
they once had does not constitute discrimination
against Christians. Citizens must be treated the same,
regardless of their religious beliefs or disbeliefs.
4. Jacobsen: Thank you for the opportunity and
your time, Herb.
Silverman: Thank you.
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1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: This is the final session
before the release of the book. Let’s wrap some
things up, about half or a teensy bit more of the
known Giga Society membership agreed to and
conducted interviews over the period of about 4-5
years. As always, interviewees co-copyright the
materials and can distribute for their own
independent purposes. Now, this period of
research comes to a close, except for additional
versions of e-books or new e-books. What makes
intelligence a global character of human thought
when measured in the relevant reliable ranges of
40 to 160 IQ at S.D.15?
Matthew Scillitani: Intelligence is a very
important feature that, I.Q. tests aside, we can all
determine by communication alone. I think everyone
knows that qualities like beauty, intelligence, and
athleticism are important. But, because intelligence is
the only one of those that can’t be perceived with our
eyes, it’s harder to find, and easier to fake.
When someone’s lacking positive qualities the
instinct is to keep searching until they find one in
themselves. Lots of people, especially young people,
focus on their intelligence (or lack thereof) when that
happens. It’s made easier that intelligence is
quantifiable on a familiar scale from I.Q. tests.
2. Jacobsen: If anyone has recommendations of IQ
160+ people – get them in now, this is the time for
the interviews in the Summer (ending August 22).
In addition, if any have IQs less than 160 S.D.15
while having some unique or special quality, then,
please, send appropriate recommendations of
others or oneself, I want to have the voices
presented here. By the way, on the high range
testers, why was this such a huge gap in the
research before?
Scillitani: Small sample size, both in the tests and
participants. Not many mainstream tests attempt to
measure above I.Q. 160 (15 S.D.) anymore, and few
people are willing (or seek) to take high-range I.Q.
tests from fear of not doing well. Finding highquality I.Q. tests with good reliability along with the
participants to take those tests is hard. Paul
Cooijmans formed the Giga Society as an incentive
for test candidates to take more tests and do their
best.

3. Jacobsen: Some important lessons for everyone
to bear in mind here. The mainstream IQ tests –
WAIS-IV, Stanford-Binet, Raven’s Advanced
Progressive Matrices, etc. – ranging IQ 40-160,
depending on the test, (160 would be perfect
verbal and quantitative scores on the GRE, for
example, or near it accounting for margins of
error) on S.D. 15 averaged on 100 are the most
reliable by far and with a trained professional
psychometrician present or administered by a
professional psychologist. There are sincere and
honest efforts for above 4-sigma. However, as I
have placed as a cautionary note in most or all
relevant contexts of interviews recently, there
should be a consideration. Some base their entire
identities on one, maybe two, test scores, or a few
media reportages years ago, and then proclaim
themselves greatest mind in the history of the
human race, or simply lie. Several cases of this
abound in the niche community. It’s on the
documentary record. Any thoughts here? I am
breaking questions here, as I believe more needs
statement.
Scillitani: It’s not good when someone bases their
entire identity on an I.Q. test score, especially when
it’s a jackpot score or from an unreliable test.
Unfortunately, I’ve come across a fair share of highrange I.Q. test constructors who charge an incredible
amount of money and clearly give scores much
higher than the test candidate’s true level. When
someone’s identity is really weak, it’s dangerous for
them to take I.Q. tests, especially from those test
makers. If the mean I.Q. of a test is 150-160 (15
S.D.), there is little variance in scores, it’s selfscoring, or allows re-tests then it’s safe to assume
that test should be ignored.
There’s not really a point in worrying about who has
the highest I.Q. or not because, besides low accuracy
in that range, we don’t know if or when there are
diminishing returns with higher scores.
4. Jacobsen: One common example as I like to
note: Only five societies make the cut based on
Wikipedia: Mensa International, Intertel, Triple
Nine Society, Prometheus Society, and Mega
Society. That’s for a good reason. One reason
came from members of the high-IQ communities,
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some, faking names/having pseudonyms and
trying to warp the editorial record of Wikipedia in
their favour. Some of them got caught and heavily
penalized internally to Wikipedia. That’s publicly
known, on the record, and most relevant people
remain aware of this, or can be informed with
some research. That’s well-known, and often lied
about to their relevant constituencies. That’s
nothing surprising, ordinary human behaviour.
[Ed. It can get a lot worse – eyes wide-open folks.]
With that covered, it becomes a sort of “move
along, nothing to see here” phenomenon. Next! So,
on another large trend, there are, for example, 84
active high-IQ societies listed in the World
Intelligence Network of Dr. Evangelos Katsioulis
(Founder and President) and Dr. Manahel Thabet
(Vice-President)
here: https://www.iqsociety.org/iq-societies/iqsocieties-alphabetical-list/. Wikipedia deserves
kudos for its public service and narrowing down
the listing to the safer and reliable societies,
including the Guinness Book of World Records, as
Dr. Ronald Hoeflin noted, about the Guinness
Book of World Records and some of the contexts of
the high-IQ societies, to me:
The Guinness Book of World
Records abandoned its “Highest IQ” entry
in 1989 because the new editor thought
(correctly) that it is impossible to compare
people’s IQs successfully at world-record
level…
..Leta Speyer and Marilyn vos Savant, both
of whom I had dated for a time, had been
listed in the Guinness Book of World
Records as having world-record IQs of 196
and of 228, respectively, Marilyn having
displaced Leta in the 1986 edition. Leta felt
that the 228 IQ of Marilyn was fake, but I
was aware that these childhood scores could
go well beyond 200 IQ because they fail to
conform to the normal curve that Francis
Galton had hypothesized as the shape of the
intelligence curve in his seminal
book Hereditary Genius (first edition 1869,
second edition 1892). I was unable to
contact Alicia Witt to see if she would be
interested in joining the Mega Society. I
should note that the three key founders of
the ultra-high-IQ societies (99.9 percentile
or above) were Chris Harding, Kevin
Langdon, and myself. Harding founded his
first such society in 1974, Langdon in 1978,
and myself in 1982. Mensa, the granddaddy
of all high-IQ societies with a 98th
percentile minimum requirement, was

founded in 1945 or 1946 by Roland Berrill
and L. L Ware, and Intertel, with a 99th
percentile minimum requirement, was
founded in 1966 or 1967 by Ralph Haines. I
don’t care to quibble about the precise dates
that Mensa and Intertel were founded, so I
have given two adjacent dates for each. In
its article “High IQ Societies” Wikipedia
lists just 5 main high-IQ societies: Mensa,
Intertel, the Triple Nine Society, the
Prometheus Society, and the Mega Society
(minimum percentile requirements: 98, 99,
99.9, 99.997, and 99.9999, respectively; or
one-in 50, one-in-100, one-in-1,000, one-in30,000, and one-in-1,000,000; dates
founded: roughly 1945, 1966, 1979, 1982,
and 1982; founders: Berrill and Ware,
Haines, Kevin Langdon, Ronald K. Hoeflin,
and Ronald K. Hoeflin, respectively.
In short, any “Highest IQ in the world” claim is
highly dubious – never believe it – based on the
aforementioned reasons. “Highest measured IQ”
may be tolerable, but then look at the test validity
and reliability while bearing in mind the golden
mean range of 40 to 160 IQ on S.D.15 or 4-sigma
in either direction from the average. However, as I
have learned, and others, too, “among the
highest” may be a reasonable claim if amongst the
highest rigorous high-range tests known to date,
e.g., the Titan Test, and only first attempts under
a person’s real name. Any further thoughts come
to mind here?
Scillitani: I think that’s a smart idea, saying “among
the highest” instead of “the highest” when discussing
high scorers. Regarding the highest measured I.Q.s,
it’s also probably best to discuss the top score(s) on
any particular test and not across all tests due to
differences between high-range tests. So, something
like, “he had a record score on the WAIS” instead of
“he had the highest I.Q. ever recorded” would be
better.
Jacobsen: As a public service, I put this on most
interviews with these individuals in the high-range
environments now, at least somewhere:
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence
scores because of the greater rarity in the
population.*
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Any thoughts on this? I would encourage others to
do the same, as a public service or as a public
service announcement.
Scillitani: That makes a lot of sense and is much
better than stating matter-of-factly that I.Q. tests are
either completely accurate or total bunk in the highrange.

Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, Giga Society; Member, Glia Society.
Bachelor’s Degree, Psychology, East Carolina
University.

5. Jacobsen: What else should be kept in mind
about the communities here?

[2] Individual Publication Date: May 22,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/scillitanisix; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
Image Credit: Matthew Scillitani.

Scillitani: That they’re not perfect, there’s no or low
standards for admission into most I.Q. societies, and
we should continue to be skeptical about the validity
of extremely high I.Q. claimants. I really do hope
that, in the future, we’ll tighten up admission into
these societies and focus on promoting collaboration
and productivity.

*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence
scores because of the greater rarity in the population.

6. Jacobsen: Thank you for the opportunity and
your time, Matthew.
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Abstract
Tor Arne Jørgensen is a member of 50+ high IQ societies, including World Genius Directory, NOUS High IQ
Society, 6N High IQ Society just to name a few. He has several IQ scores above 160+ sd15 among high range
tests like Gift/Gene Verbal, Gift/Gene Numerical of Iakovos Koukas and Lexiq of Soulios. His further
interests are related to intelligence, creativity, education developing regarding gifted students, and his love for
history in general, mainly around the time period of the 19th century to the 20th century. Tor Arne works as
a teacher at high school level with subjects as; History, Religion, and Social Studies. He discusses: interest in
history; global governance; ethics; philosophy and ethics; governance as important in a modern world;
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fundamentalist religion; governance in the highly technological world; human beings in relation to one
another and the institutions built by them; a digital world; and future human societies on the risks and
promises of the 21st century.
Keywords: ethics, governance, history, religion, rights, technology, Tor Arne Jørgensen.
An Interview with Tor Arne Jørgensen on Background, Identity, Mentors, Education, and Interests (Part
Two)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Let’s talk about
history, your interest in it. Why this particular
focused interest in history?
Tor Arne Jørgensen: My interest in history comes
from an early stage around 10 years of age, and
forward. Why? Well as it goes, it all started with
movies of the old west, cowboys and Indians an such.
This particular time period was very exciting to me,
and by that fact started to dive myself into books
about old western themes. As time went on, this
fascination led me further into the time period as a
whole from the early 19th century and up to the late
20th century. Then my interest shifted from the old
west, to be more about history divided into sections
within numerical fields. By that, I saw history as a
big jigsaw puzzle to be solved.
Thus gaining a better understanding of terms and
their reasons for why, within; politics, commercial
interest, migration patterns, trade routes, and the
transition into the industrial revolution, as both
national and global interests alike. Specific to
Norwegian democratic processes in the year of 1814,
and thus paving the new way forward into today’s
democracy, first influenced by the American
Revolution, then followed by the French Revolution,
is for me the chief field of interest as to the historical
aspect in question.
2. Jacobsen: As with many gifted individuals,
there persists a desire for fresh information. You
mentioned Mark Mazower. What about his text
provided a context for understanding global
governance within a historical contextualization of
the issue?
Jørgensen: Angle of reply is to look back at the time
of The League of Nations, built on Woodrow
Wilson’s initiative, and as I would like to point out,
idealism in its most fragile state regarding
utopianism. A failed project with horrible aftereffects on a global scale within numerous fields, like
economics, trade, state governance just to name a
few. Hereby instigated by greedy state leader, built
on the notion of world peace. We all know today how
well that went, with reference to the tragic outcome
of WWII. Forward into the days of the beginning of
the United Nations. The UN then was more effective

than today, the leaders of yesterday more robust than
the leaders of today.
This organization, is built on the same idealism as
regards utopianism, but in a more liberal way now
the before. How well is it working, hereby agrees on
a long debate on its own merits, but still. The outlines
are evident within a structural notion as to the
fundamental principles of Effective Altruism regards
to global governance. The structural draft from the
implementations of wars throughout the ages, the
dividing of nations for a better and more
understanding world of tomorrow, mirrored in the
belief of global imprisonment of idealism within an
altered state of mind, as to be debated on a later time.
3. Jacobsen: Peter Singer remains a controversial
and important figure within the atheist and
secular community, and within the professional
ethicist class in Academia. How does Practical
Ethics, and Effective Altruism, provide a basis for
the advancement of a utilitarian ethic into the
area of broader ideas of rights? A current era in
which divinity of individual human rights and
special privileges afforded to most royals, as in the
Divine Right of Kings, collapsed and gave way to
the democratization of rights as seen in documents
including December 10, 1948, United
Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
We can see this instantiated, even bolstered, by
modern scientific findings with the discovery of
the evolved nature of human beings in a tree of
life and one species amongst a litany of others.
Some philosophies, including Humanism,
incorporate international human rights and
modern science within a set of guiding principles
of understanding the nature of the world and for
orienting human life.
Jørgensen: Peter Singer and his view on ethics as to
the field of Academia, was and is of great importance
for all students and scholars alike. His opinions of an
ethical nature towards the utilitarianism of theocracy,
as an aspect of divinity both on religious ground and
an of the notion of constitutional royalism. The
aspect of human rights for both humans and all life in
general, hereby the equality of human/animal rights.
The settlements of an endemic by the termination of
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these rights, to cross the religious implementations of
preserving all life at all cost, but at what personal
gain.
The fall of the superior rule of feudalism, to nothing
else, then to be replaced by the democratic realism
fueled by capitalism. To what aim is this to be
understood as nothing else than a replacement of
divine powers, driven by the notion of Darwinism.
To bring about the understanding of and by the fact,
that divinity is to the beholder, in terms of the notion
of lust to rule as by personal intent. This thus
understood as the implementation of ethics on both
sides of the religious spectrum at the cost of
democracy.
4. Jacobsen: What philosophies and ethics make
the most sense to you?
Jørgensen: The moral and ethical aspect within a
philosophical thought line, now when outline seeks to
be debated as to the developing stages regarding its
historical continuity. The conceptual fault-lines as a
paradigm in its own right with regards to inequality
across the political sphere. The social diversity of
trade politics within the EU trade organization as to
belittling the terms of agreement of the nation’s
importance, is what I seek to speculate over as ethics
of importance.
5. Jacobsen: When considering history and ethics,
and the modern scientific world tied to
technology, why is governance more important
than ever?
Jørgensen: The importance of governance within the
global society of today is indeed a nice angle of
question. The technological imprint that is ever more
evident, and by that as I see it, spinning more and
more out of control. This is maybe one of the most
important factors to be addressed in both present time
and forward into the future. If one is to look at the
present pandemic outbreak of the COVID-19 virus,
governance for how to deal with this pandemic is
needed now more then ever, as we will most surely
be seeing a lot more of these types of outbreaks in the
future. So hopefully in the next event, we will then be
more prepared, as to how to contain or at least control
its effect on a global scale more effectively.
As to both natural disasters and man-made disasters,
the effect that the human race will further expose
upon our planet as to an upscaling of global warming,
marine pollution, overfishing, overpopulation, and
more… What history has shown us if anything, is
that the ethical aspect is seen as nothing more than a
hindering obstacle to be tumbled over.

But even so, the most worrying factor of the ethical
aspect is within economic politics, as the world is
ever more seen as an interconnected unity to be
profited upon as the cash cow for the greedy
government powerhouses to fulfill their most vivid
imaginations.
6. Jacobsen: How does fundamentalist religion
work against modernist versions of ethics and
governance?
Jørgensen: As an example, I would refer to the
ancient religious rules of “hamarabi” in Judaism or
“qisas” in Islam, or commonly what we refer to as
“an eye for an eye,” these ancient religious rules fuel
a tit-for-tat approach to justice, which then leads to
escalation and further damage. Indeed, you could
contend that much of the troubles in the Middle East
are generated out of this single religious tenet of
revenge. It directly conflicts with much of our more
relatively recent International flora and fauna of
conflict resolution from the United Nations and
approaches to justice, etc.
7. Jacobsen: What kinds of governance make most
sense for a highly advanced technological society
now?
Jørgensen: Where do you start with a technological
society? A “technological society” has been around
since the industrial revolution – what we are moving
to is a predominantly digital society, take for example
a drone – a drone (a physical device but also driving
digitization) can be used by the police to trace and
catch criminals, they can carry food and essential
items into inhospitable places, they are also arguably
low emission means of carrying goods to peoples
homes – yet is it right we see Amazon patenting the
use of a ‘drone-zeppelin warehouse’ where drones
literally pick up products from a zeppelin and bring
them down to that areas houses based on the known
demand for that area?
Drones are also now implements of war, controlled
by a pilot sitting in a Nevada cave thousands of miles
from where the drone is deployed – how do they fit in
with the Geneva Convention? So, I would suggest
refinement in the question posed. I would suggest the
need for checks and balances to manage the issue
between state control and individual freedom, and
between international standards and national
priorities. It is right that governments assess and
govern those standards as mandated by that nation’s
own standards of its people collectively, and as to
what ‘de minimis’ standards and standards of
international communications (but what about
implements of war, e.g., drones?) – but also that
governments themselves are held in check and do not
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‘over-reach’ in tracking the populace for erstwhile
means.
8. Jacobsen: How can the world of reinterpretations of ancient mythologies, i.e.,
religion, and newer ethics, i.e., Effective Altruism,
come to bring about better understandings of the
place of human beings in relation to one another
and the institutions built by them?
Jørgensen: What could we learned from looking to
the past, as to ground alone to further seeking
answers to bring about a broader understanding of
this principle. If one is to look at the religious content
of understanding for a speculative better world,
regards to redemption for the politics that your
religious leaders fault themselves by. For reasons
alone to seek guidance, is by that fact to rid
themselves of their disciples wants and grievances.
The effect that religion has had as to uphold this
principle, is indeed lacking as to the content of
ethical aspects for personal gain. Effective Altruism
as a concept alone with the religion sided out, with
that done, we can move forward in redefining ethics
or maybe re-interpretation of a better way of an
ethical route forward. Understanding how to
implement a positive outlook in moulding a stronger
and better world of tomorrow. What directions can
we take, well in the use of the collaboration of stately
institution, governments, support of donations to
organizations that gives the biggest effect as to
health, medicine support, and more…hereby as a
possible suitable paradigm for explorations as an
outlook for honourable intentions.
9. Jacobsen: As we see now, the world of the
digital comes to coincide with the world of the
material. Digital information as algorithms and
biological systems as entities working in unison for
a modern form of political systems and ethics
bringing about unfathomably complex,
previously, forms of human society tied to digital
computation with a modicum of intelligence with
well-structured and narrow domains. What does
this portend now?
Jørgensen: What it portends now is to what aim it
seeks to be understood as, and by what intent it
appears to the general public, this within a
widespread of governing resolutions. What does this
mean, well that the purpose of unison politics is now
to be understood as a means to endemic widespread
propaganda within the governing resolutions of
policy. As formatted by its complexity regarding the
ethical aspect of combination toward the regulatory
system, thus for the sole purpose of bettering, and
ultimately preface of consolidation of this structural
integrity by alterations of intent, directed by progress

within the shift of political alignment. Then the
system is modified, as by the underlying legal
understandings by the term «ethics of justice». Does
the complexity in question as a medium of
intelligence serves its general purpose, yes within the
framework of contemporary consent, and to the
degree of forward-looking intent by structural
implementations of governing policy.
10. Jacobsen: Following from the previous
question, what does this portend for the future of
human societies into the rest of the 21st century as
the promises and risks increase more and more
for human societies and the realization of the best
and worst aspects of human nature and
proclivities bolstered and built upon the incredible
power of modern mastery and power of silicon,
metal, concrete, and the informational?
Jørgensen: If one is to look beyond our selves as an
output of the previous line of question, I would like
to point out the following. First on the positive side,
that we will further our selves in a way of
implementing the fundamentals with regards to
structural alterations of the policymaker at the
governance level.
The educational fundaments for development into
tomorrow with regards to what has been pointed out
will ensure and secure positive output throw positive
input by these indicators as a countermeasure against
ethical fading. Next, human nature is and always will
be to seek more complex forms of knowledge, for a
reason to evolve oneself to confront the unknown
factors within his or her own state of mind. The
negative side will start a downward spiral, as within
the endemic of revelatory proclamations. For the
reasoning of pathetic self-deplorations of content. We
can secure the world of tomorrow through the
implementations of personal interest through the
terms of Effective Altruism, but also we can just as
easily cause our own demise on these same terms.
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Justin Duplantis is a Member of the Triple Nine Society and the current Editor of its journal
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An Interview with Justin Duplantis on the Gifted Young: Editor, Vidya (Part Four)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: What about the
nurturance of the young and highly intelligent?
You have children. How should this be done and
with the proper care of a benevolent parent or
guardian?
Justin Duplantis: I would hardly consider myself an
expert in this realm. I have three and four year old
boys. Both are members of Mensa. They joined a
year ago. For me, the key was identifying their
giftedness early. This enables them to ascertain the

proper resources during this critical developmental
time. With that said, they are very different. Although
they are both highly gifted, they have unique
challenges and interests.
2. Jacobsen: For girls and boys, should there be
gender differences in the style of the gifted
education?
Duplantis: I do not feel as though it is so much as a
question of gender, rather the necessity of
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differentiation based upon learning style. My oldest
is able to hear information once and retain, as
opposed to my youngest. He requires more tactical
learning, to stay engaged. This may be due to the 18
month age separation, but I feel it is personality
characteristics.
3. Jacobsen: For girls and boys, how should
schooling and moral education in the home reflect
the level of giftedness – highly, exceptionally,
profoundly, etc.?
Duplantis: It is vital for parents to be well-informed
regarding the characteristics of gifted youth.
Generally speaking, the higher the intelligence, the
more exaggerated the characteristics. My eldest,
Anderson, is stereotypical. He is emotional sensitive,
has a strong moral compass, and requires positive
reinforcement. My younger boy, Crawford, does not
share these. Although they may share a high level of
intelligence, they are still very different.
4. Jacobsen: What are some of the synchrony
difficulties gifted adolescents may experience as
they travel through the turbulent and rapid
changes of the teenage years?
Duplantis: Acceptance in society and social groups
is tough for any adolescent, but when there is a
significant variance in intelligence with your “peers”,
it creates an additional challenge. Just as someone
that has an IQ of 60 would have a difficulty in
societal integration, an individual with an IQ of 140+
would face different, but similar issues. There are
resources that aid the mentally challenged with these
sort of difficulties, yet assistance for the
exceptionally gifted is nonexistent. This is what I
hope to change.
5. Jacobsen: For the pervasively intelligent child,
how can adults in their lives help them
form confidence based on real talents and
competencies?
Duplantis: The key is acceptance and support. When
a child shows interest in whatever it may be, the
parents need to ensure they provide the proper
resources to harness their potential. At the same time,
pushing them into an area of disinterest is just as
harmful as lacking support in areas that they would
like to pursue.
6. Jacobsen: What about the nutritional and
health habits for them? This one is probably more
general. How can a parent assist the gifted child
have appropriate nutrition to perform optimally
in school and have the energy to do kid and
teenager stuff throughout the day?

Duplantis: Health and nutrition habits are not
intellectually dependent. Regardless of intelligence,
proper nutrition is necessary for mental and physical
development and maintenance.
7. Jacobsen: Social life may be a neglected part of
the lives of the young gifted. Based on personal
experience in the Triple Nine Society, or through
reading and conversations with other gifted
individuals, does this reflect a common problem?
Is social life a concern for the gifted more than
others because of a trend of isolation, or not?
Duplantis: The lacking of a traditional social life
seems to absolutely be a common thread among the
exceptionally gifted. The reason I say traditional, is
because many times there are nontraditional
relationships forged. At times socialization is
between intellectual peers. Often times there is a
substantial age differential, which creates its own
challenges. The further from the mean an individual
is in intelligence, the more difficult it is to have the
traditional relationships.
8. Jacobsen: What about when it comes boy-boy,
girl-girl, or boy-girl time for the gifted adolescent
and young adult? How can a parent or a guardian
guide and nurture healthy relations at those
crucial periods of early life?
Duplantis: I have yet to enter that stage with my two
boys, so I am unsure how we will aid in navigating
our boys through those treacherous waters. With that
said, I would recommend starting early with
reiterating different is not damaged. Embracing the
unique qualities of others aids in the establishment
and maintaining of relationships, regardless of
gender.
9. Jacobsen: Following from the previous
question, how can parents model healthy
relations?
Duplantis: Leading by example. If we call for our
children to be accepting of the differences of others,
we must practice what we preach. If our children see
us judging others, they will follow suit and vice
versa.
Appendix I: Footnotes
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development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,

and margin of error in, the general intelligence
scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Abstract
Christian is a Philosopher that comes from Belgium. What identifies him the most and above all is simplicity,
for everything is better with “vanilla flavour.” Perhaps, for this reason, his intellectual passion is criticism
and irony, in the sense of trying to reveal what “hides behind the mask,” and give birth to the true. For him,
ignorance and knowledge never “cross paths.” What he likes the most in his leisure time, is to go for a walk
with his wife. He discusses: love; meaning of life; love as part of the meaning of life; emotional version of hell;
psychopaths, narcissists, and sociopaths in love; differentiation of a psychopath from a
sociopath; differentiation of ordinary notions of narcissist from formal Narcissistic Personality Disorder;
definition of the West; definition of the East; cultures in the East flourishing; nations mixing values; a show
of love; more on “seeking death”; the “pink feeling”; more on love; mimicking of moral behaviour by
psychopaths and sociopaths; a narcissistic age; Babylon and Persia; the flourishing of some nations compared
to others in the 21st century; the extreme form of love leading to hatred exemplified in some of the extreme
loves of the young; secondary narcissism; nonconformity and defiant nonconformity differing from regular
isolationism of an ordinary unsocial person or a similarly in-isolation genius who requires said isolation to
pursue their intellectual or artistic work; something most likely missing from the brain for a complete
absence of conscience; the pathology of the psychopath and the pathology and the sociopath; a primary
narcissistic age; theatrical examples of the “strictly moralistics” oriented individual; more differences
between the sociopath and the psychopath; “spiritualist wisdom”; resisting the pull for the desire of
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ourselves; other important characteristics feed into high performance or higher probability of
achievement; moral repressions; the lack of remorse as a key indicator of
psychopaths; Nietzsche Ubermensch in contrast to Untermensch; the primary narcissism idea reflecting an
age of infantilism as opposed to immaturity; the reasons for the higher stature given to religious figures;
abuse of women by men; simple behavourial, speech, or emotional cues/proxies of psychopaths and
sociopaths; delay of gratification and other mental skills; first love extensions; the roaring lion as the child;
and the collapse of Nietzsche.
Keywords: Christian Sorenson, life, love, psychopaths, sociopaths.
An Interview with Christian Sorenson on Life, Love, Psychopaths, and Sociopaths (Part Four)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Let’s talk more about
love and life. What is love?
Christian Sorenson: I feel, that if there is no greater
“show of love,” than giving until you don’t have
anything else to give, and therefore to get to give
what you “do not have.” Then if this is right, and to
love is to “donate” something or ourselves, it could
be said that love is a “gift,” in the sense of “nothing.”
2. Jacobsen: What is the meaning of life?
Sorenson: I believe, that is equivalent to the opposite
of a state of perfect equilibrium that would be equal
to “zero.” In turn, it is an insistent search to “return”
towards an original state, that previously existed, and
that is synonymous with “inert.” In this sense, it
would be a “force of compulsion,” that tends to
repeat, and therefore “seeks death.”
3. Jacobsen: What makes love part of the meaning
of life for most?
Sorenson: I feel, it is the desire to live a “pink
feeling,” that strictly speaking, seeks to complete the
“ideal statue” of ourselves, “through pieces” that are
“swallowed” inside, from “partial identifications”
with others.
4. Jacobsen: Is an emotional version of hell
quintessentially the inability to love?
Sorenson: The emotional version of hell has nothing
to do with the inability to love, but rather with not
“feeling loved,” and the consequences of “not being
reciprocated” or even worse, “abandonment” by the
loved object, which is lived as an experience of
“mourning.” I think that love as such, and
realistically speaking, is “conditional” on something,
and therefore, it is more further from romanticism
than from aggression, and if within a vital context, is
“never eternal,” then it always will be intrinsically
linked to “suffering.”
5. Jacobsen: What do you make of the ‘love’ of
psychopaths and narcissists and sociopaths?

Sorenson: Psychopaths and narcissists, and
sometimes sociopaths, dispense with love, since they
only establish “symbiotic” relationships of
“dependency” towards them, for “profit-utilitarian”
purposes.
6. Jacobsen: What differentiates a psychopath
from a sociopath?
Sorenson: The psychopath, unlike the sociopath who
is “anomic,” draws attention because he appears as
someone “too normal.” In this sense, the second
openly and oppositionally, defies the “law,” with the
clear intention of violating it and staying out of it,
regardless of the damage this may cause to “others”
and to “society.” The former, on the other hand, feels
in a certain way that he “represents the law,” and
therefore who has the right, discerns between “good”
and “bad,” and therefore tries to “challenge” the
established norms, by demonstrating that he is able to
benefit of it, by staying within their limits, but
without suffering any sanction for his conduct.
7. Jacobsen: What differentiates ordinary notions
of a narcissist from formal Narcissistic Personality
Disorder?
Sorenson: They differ, because “ordinary” notions,
are generally related to “narcissistic traits,” that
fundamentally have to do with “self-recognition”
needs and to “attract the attention”of others. While in
“formal” notions, what exists is the absence of
“remorse” and “empathy,” the “lack of control” for
violent behavior, and the inability to establish
“lasting emotional” relationships.
8. Jacobsen: I live in North America. We both live
in what is deemed – without current geographic
considerations anymore – “the West,” as in Greek
Humanism through Western European
Enlightenment into North American technocapitalist freedom culture, including offshoots in
Israel – save me Tel Aviv! What defines the West?
Sorenson: It is determined by the “Judeo-Christian”
religious values, and the “cultural” development, that
emerged from the “Greek” and “Roman” empires.
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9. Jacobsen: By comparison and contrast,
naturally, what defines the East?

of a common pathway for the meaning of lie to
seek death.

Sorenson: In my opinion, it is mainly defined by the
Babylonian, Neo-Babylonian and Persian empires.

Sorenson: I believe, that it is neither “one” nor the
“other,” by itself but rather “both,” since in human
beings, these represents two tendencies that are
contrary, but coexisting. Meanwhile one of them
“struggles to live,” the other “seeks death.” Therefore
“one” and the “other,” leads us to live in a
“continuous conflict” with ourselves, that finally to
be worse, doesn’t allows to know for what reason this
happens.

10. Jacobsen: Why have some cultures in the East
flourished when taking on the West’s values and
not when sitting purely on the East’s values?
Sorenson: Due to the “anthropological” vision that
they had of man, especially in relation to
“liberalism,” to the development of some sciences
such as “mathematics,” and because of the
“cosmogonic” conception they had of the universe.
11. Jacobsen: Why have some, as Singapore,
flourished, as under Lee Kuan Yew, Goh Chok
Tong (briefly), and currently under Lee Hsien
Loong, when mixing and matching values of East
and West (as represented by the United States and
China) as appropriate?
Sorenson: I feel that from the point of view of
historical origin, prevailing values and the
development achieved there is a close analogy
between Singapore and Israel. Both fought to become
independent from English colonialism, with founding
prime ministers such as Lee Kuan Yew and Ben
Gurion with stories of similar lives and coming to
lead in both cases the development of high
technology worldwide in addition to other
achievements. Both states have the peculiarity of
representing “models of democracy,” since they have
managed to integrate different ethnic groups and
cultures of the West and East, from the idiomatic to
the religious, being the common factor that has
articulated it and enabled this, the strong investment
they have made in education, and strengthening
citizen values such as respect for the law and
diversity.
12. Jacobsen: Is a show of love truly love or
merely an adornment on a tree for presentation,
admiration, rather than true instinct, true feeling,
of the utter giving of oneself?
Sorenson: From my point of view, “instinct,” in a
human context, goes beyond the “biological,” and
therefore is analogous to an extremely variable
“force” regarding the “object” as such, and the
“behavioral process.” In this sense, “true love” is not
equivalent to a “feeling,” but rather to a certain way
of relating to a “particular object,” and consequently
to a form of “human drive.”
13. Jacobsen: Some philosophical systems preach
denial self. Others instruct self-annihilationism. Is
this part of the ‘seeking death’? A differentiation

14. Jacobsen: Can you expand on the “pink
feeling”?
Sorenson: “Pink feeling” or “pink love,” is to
suppose that love is similar to a romantic idyll of
“twin souls,” who “unite” for “eternity.” Or an
“unconditional surrender” of oneself, in order to seek
the “good of another,” when “deep down,” is neither
a “feeling” nor one “altruistic oblation” for another.
As well, at the same time, it is not something eternal,
nor a romantic or disinterested motion towards
someone. Paradoxically, with love we generally do
not understand, “why our right hand, knows what the
left does,” or for what reason does it “translate into
violence,” rather than being an “expression of
sweetness.” And lastly, why sometimes it becomes
into the “other side of the coin of hatred” or vice
versa. Therefore if what love means, is taken to the
extreme, I feel that sometimes “true love, will end in
hatred.”
15. Jacobsen: Is love fundamentally internal hope
for extrinsic reciprocation, where the external
reciprocation is received (or perceived as
received) in like kind? If so, this may help clarify
individuals who marry apartment complexes, or
some such thing.
Sorenson: I would rather say, that love is an
“internal ideal” to be “internally reciprocated.” In my
opinion, love is “phantasmatic,” since what is
“sought” generally is not real, and it is not even
“fulfilled” on that plane, and therefore it is an “ideal,”
because it’s always an “unsatisfied desire.” Its
frustration, is “intrinsic,” due to the fact that the
“object” being pursued is “a mirage,” that does “not
exist.” And in consequence, is “not even real” in an
imaginary dimension. Nevertheless, in turn, this is
the “great surprise” of love, that thanks to the
“failure” for fulfilling its desire, it “exists” and is “so
longed” by everyone.
16. Jacobsen: Can psychopaths and sociopaths be
moral, or only mimic that which is intrinsically
moral? In this sense, a parrot can simulate human
statements without corresponding comprehension,
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i.e., a psychopath or a sociopath can enact a moral
act, which is play-acted without comprehension of
the importance of the consideration and intent
behind the act, and the outcome of the act.
Sorenson: In fact I would say, that what they both do
is a “morality role play” or even a “staging of it”
more than something else. Paying attention to some
subtleties, it could be said that what differentiates
them, is the way of how psychopaths, unlike
sociopaths, are “strictly moralistics,” since the know
perfectly norm’s meanings, nevertheless, “acted-out”
hypocriticallythem in an “exemplary way.” While the
second ones, in this sense are “defiantly” more
opened and franks, “leaving clear” their lack of
interest and “nonconformity” towards any social
conventionalism. The essential point in here
regarding the formers more than the last ones, is the
absolute absence of real “conviction of conscience,”
that is ethically aggravated by its “life motive” to
“deceive” and “pervert” others.
17. Jacobsen: Do we live in an informally-defined
narcissistic age?
Sorenson: In some way yes, since I consider that our
age lives in what I would denominate “state of
primary narcissism,” due to the fact that to a certain
extent it could be classified as “infantilist.” Similar to
that of the child, when as a “little beast” felt himself
to be the “center” of the world, and wanted to
“capture” the full attention of its mother or substitute,
at the same time he intended to “devour,” without
being able to “postpone” the immediacy of its needs,
everything within his reach, as if “everything” and
“everyone,” was “disposable,” and had to “prostrate”
at his feet.
18. Jacobsen: Why Babylon and Persia as
representative of the East?
Sorenson: Since in Babylon, “occult knowledge
systems” were developed, who in turn promoted the
emerging of certain sciences, that after its fall as an
empire, they separated from each other, for passing
towards Persia first and then to the East, as a part of
these, and through becoming into “spiritualists
wisdoms.”
19. Jacobsen: Why will some nations flourish and
dominate in the 21st century compared to others?
Sorenson: Because they will be able to “integrate”
existing polarities, with “emotional maturity,”
overcoming all kinds of “totalitarianisms” and
“fundamentalisms,” and by managing to postpone the
“desire for oneself” satisfying the “desire of the
other.” Reaching to understand, in a certain way, that
by the exercise of “alienating ourselves,” the “cycle

of life” is going to gives us back, that energy
transformed into “good.”
20. Jacobsen: Is the extreme form of love leading
to hatred exemplified in some of the extreme loves
of the young?
Sorenson: Not only, because it also sometimes
occurs in adults. When I refer to the term “extreme,”
rather than wanting to say something that is of the
order of “intensity,” what I intend is to allude to a
“logical consequence,” in relation to what is expected
of love after analyzing its parts. Therefore, hatred can
arise regardless of the “depth,” with which love has
been lived. However, there exists a condition whose
antecedent as “necessary presence” for the
manifestation of love, and in consequence probably
also for hate, will be fundamental. This, is the
“feeling of infatuation” which in my opinion, refers
to an “experience of identification,” that is not
“consciously perceived,” with part of the “object” of
the loved one. And which ultimately, has a character
of “appropriation,” and therefore, when it is not
possible to be “possessed” is experienced as a “noncorrespondence.” Lastly this may befelt as a
“rejection,” and in consequence can easily trigger
“aggressive feelings” that may end in “hatred.”
21. Jacobsen: What would be secondary
narcissism?
Sorenson: It would properly be known as
“pathological narcissism,” in contrast to the
“primary” one, that would necessarily constitute part
of the child’s “normal” psychological development.
It’s named “secondary,” because “evolutionarily”
speaking, always appears from early adulthood, and
since it would derive from a “personality disorder,”
that therefore, “psychodynamically” regards a
“psychic structure,” which would be able to
explained it.
22. Jacobsen: How does this nonconformity and
defiant nonconformity differ from regular
isolationism of an ordinary unsocial person or a
similarly in-isolation genius who requires said
isolation to pursue their intellectual or artistic
work?
Sorenson: They are different, since first of all
antisocials are usually “not geniuses.” Besides, the
latters in general are mobilized by high “universal
ethical canons.” Also they differentiate each other
regarding their goals, because meanwhile one pursues
an “intellectually productive matter,” the other tries
to challenge and destroy “moral conventions,” that
are necessary for the proper functioning of society,
and in many cases are valuable and fundamental. And
on the other hand, both are far from each other, due
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to the fact that geniuses seek isolation, as something
similar to a “facilitating space” for what they search.
While sociopaths, pursues it by following an “empty
sense,” that doesn’t have anything else beyond the
simple fact of “marginality.”
23. Jacobsen: What would most likely be missing
from the brain for a complete absence of
conscience?
Sorenson: I believe, it’s likely to a sort of
“lobotomy” with hereditary or congenital etiology,
and therefore, it may be represented bysome kind of
failure, at “neurochemical conductivity,” or
“anatomical neurostructures” levels, either in the
frontal sector as well as the hippocampus.
24. Jacobsen: From a philosophical standpoint on
the psychological condition, what best represents
the pathology of the psychopath and the pathology
and the sociopath?
Sorenson: In my opinion, by the concepts in
Nietzsche, of “rebellion,” represented by the figure of
a “roaring lion” trying to free himself from all the
moral restraints imposed, in the case of the
sociopaths. And that of “super-man,” in psychopaths,
embodied by a “child,” who simply plays with
everything, without measuring the consequences of
anything regarding its acts.
25. Jacobsen: Is a primary narcissistic age one of
immaturity reflected in socioemotional and
intellectual age? In more precise terms, what
would be the approximate emotional and
intellectual age of the general population of the
planet to produce such a primary narcissism?
Sorenson: “Primary narcissism” in the context of
individual evolutionary development, “does not
reflects” psycho-social or intellectual immaturity.
Nevertheless, analogically speaking, society could be
said that rather to be considered as immatured, it
could be more seeing as “infantile,” since its state is
of “evolutionary fixation.” Equivalent, to the most
primitive or basic stage of individuals development.
In this sense, from a “symbolical perspective,” what
represents its maturity level, is “orality,” because is
not capable of “integrating” into a “single object,”
both positives and negatives aspects, regarding
“mother’s images” of good and bad breasts. At the
same time, “eagerly devours” everything around,
with the sole purpose of satiating itself, and
“aggressively bites” the object, if its perceived as
“threatening,” when does not meets the expectations
of needs.
26. Jacobsen: Any theatrical examples of the
“strictly moralistics” oriented individual?

Sorenson: Leaving aside the examples of “moral
repressions,” that obey a different nature, in my
opinion the best “graphed examples,” on the one
hand are the cases of pedophilia, “veiled” by
supposedly “asexual clergy figures” invested with
“sacred holiness.” And on the other side, the
“swindlers of neck and tie,” and the men who
psychologically and physically “violates women,”
maintaining the “status quo” of normality and happy
couples.
27. Jacobsen: I heard one casual differentiation,
between the psychopath and the sociopath, is the
sociopath in a bar room who is insulted and then
will react and punch. Whereas, the psychopath
will wait until three days later and then disrepute
the individual, subsequently murdering them. It is
much more impulsive in the former and calculated
in the latter. Any thoughts on simple thought
experiments or examples to make the point as
clear as possible with a mental image?
Sorenson: Not necessarily. It is easier to find
sociopaths with a base of psychopathy, than
psychopaths with antisocial behaviours. One of the
characteristics that stands out the most in the latter’s
profile, is the importance they gives to their “selfimages,” arriving almost to an obsessive concern
about it, since has an outstanding importance, the fact
of “projecting” it positively in order to reach a
“favorable impression” of themselves on others.
Linked to this last, lacks of “moral conscience,” in
the sense of not having a “feeling of conviction” or
conviction regarding why they choose good instead
of evil, all though paradoxically “know” that they
“know it.” Their “maxim,” will always be “to pass
the traffic light with a yellow light,” and therefore
will know better than anyone their “underlying
motivations,” and the reason because they have an
absence of conscience about the “existence” of some
kind of “good” independent from themselves, has
nothing to do with a “condition of impossibility.”
28. Jacobsen: What makes “spiritualist wisdom”
spiritual and wisdom?
Sorenson: I feel, that the fact of “constituting
complex knowledge” that’s capable of being
“rationally explained,” on what regards not only the
origin, but the functioning and destination as well of
everything that exists, and therefore in what the
“cycle of life” means.
29. Jacobsen: Will this resisting the pull for the
desire of ourselves require more trainable skills
like postponement of gratification?
Sorenson: I believe, that this “simple principle”
covers everything, and in turn translates into the need
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to “re-do” the path backwards, from creation until
now. In other words, by “returning” to our origin, as
if we were “climbing” the steps of a ladder, in which
each stage poses a “challenge” with an additional
difficult. The fact of “overcoming” it, allows us to
“achieve knowledge” at that level. In consequence, if
it is done successively, it will facilitate everyone to
reach the “head” from where everything was
“emerged.” In this way, what “renunciation of
oneself” means, is “progressive,” since it is acquired
depending on each stage, and therefore it is “not
possible” to know it “a priori,” before having passed
each state of “spiritual evolution.”
30. Jacobsen: Aside from global characteristics of
intelligence, what other important characteristics
feed into high performance or higher probability
of achievement?
Sorenson: I feel, that both, the “emotional” and
“intellectual” capacities, for “desiring” to put
ourselves in the other’s place, after having
understood the other as deeply as possible, And
simultaneously with the last, the capacity, that I will
name of “ambiguity” and “ambivalence,” in order to
be able of “refraining ourselves” from making a
“premature closure,” in relation to the “meaning” of
things.
31. Jacobsen: What characterizes moral
repressions?
Sorenson: I would say that’s a “psychic conflict,”
originated by the “conscious effort” to stifle the
“sexual impulse” without success, that is experienced
with “displeasure,” through some “symbolic
representative” of the paternal law that generates
“guilt” and threatens with “punishment.” This
internal trouble, “conversively” moves towards the
body, provoking some kind of “suffering,” that’s
expressed by “symptoms” of functional nature.
32. Jacobsen: What characterizes, philosophically
speaking, the lack of remorse as a key indicator of
psychopaths?
Sorenson: For who lacks of “remorse,” the “end
pursued,” justifies the use of any type of “means”
necessary to achieve it. In other words, transforms
the person into a “resourse” who’s destiny is to
satisfy its “utilitarian goals,” through the “indolent”
use of “seduction” and “violence,” and therefore
“alienating” its individual “dignity.”
33. Jacobsen: What was Nietzsche intending when
he spoke of an Ubermensch, in contrast to
an Untermensch? Is it the eternal child who plays
with everything without a sense of remorse for
immoral and unjust acts?

Sorenson: In my opinion, to understand both
concepts well, it is necessary to analyze the works
“Also sprach Zarathustra,” “Ecce Homo,” and “Der
Antichrist” of Nietzsche. Regarding the image of the
child who plays, is related more to the übermensch
since he should be carried away by its “feelings” and
“passions,” and in that way represent what the
“super-man” really means. Nevertheless, at the same
time, this child must be able to control himself, and
therefore not only “seek pleasure,” because that
would express a “weakness,” typical of the “last
man,” but that in turn is quite different from acting
with “moral remorse.” Respect the untermensch, I
understand it rather with the meaning that I will
denominate “infra-human,” which is very well
reflected in the use that Nazi ideology gave through
the term of “inferior people,” that ended up linked
fundamentally with the Jewish people.
34. Jacobsen: What separates the primary
narcissism idea reflecting an age of infantilism as
opposed to immaturity, as infantilism can be seen
as a cross-section of immaturity?
Sorenson: From my point of view, ”infantilism” is
always synonymous with “immaturity,” nevertheless
“immaturity” doesn’t mean necessarily the same as
“infantilism.” In turn, “primary narcissism,” is not
equivalent to “immaturity,” since one is a natural
stage in development and the other not, however it
may be analogous to “infantilism” in the context of
an era. Therefore, if the latter is defined as a
“condition of immaturity,” which it also could be
“chronic”and “asymmetric,” since it is “not
overcome” with the simple passage of time, and is
“disharmonious” between parts that are adult and
others that are not. Then it is possible, to talk about
“primary narcissism” in an era, that is “immature,”
and “childish” in that context.
35. Jacobsen: Why are clergy – religious authority
figures – given such mythology around them, e.g.,
the “sacred holiness,” the ‘asexuality,’ and an
assumed authority on things only spoken and
never seen? How can members of these religious
groups leave them in order to find a healthier way
of life or one of freedom from the constraints of
living under the authority of clergy figures?
Sorenson: Since in my opinion, they are
“representations” of a “representative who
represents” in the “symbolizing process” of what for
me is the “name of the father,” which would
establishes the “duty of being,” as moral conscience.
Religion, is one of the possible ways but not the only
to get there. If it’s the option chosen, I feel that the
only manner to find a healthier way of life, is to
adopt a religion, “but without becoming religious.”
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36. Jacobsen: For the other category given, of the
men who psychologically and physically violate, or
abuse, women, what drives them? What draws
some women to them? How can people get out of
those kinds of relationships?
Sorenson: What leads many men to that, is
something they cannot avoid, and in that sense the
weight of their “psychic constellation” weighs more
than anything else. They are subjects “who know,”
and what is worse, “they know what is good for one
woman,” which is already “violent” as such.
Afterwards usually comes the “seduction process,” in
which she may succumb, but sooner or later will
wake up, to realize in the best of cases, that has lived
in captivity “inside a golden cage,” without really
having conscience of what she was doing. The
outcome is her “rebellion,” and the search of
breathable space. This triggers the “second moment
of violence,” through “imposition” and the spiral of
aggression that follows it. These type of subjects
don’t have the option of being different, and its
pattern will be identical regardless of who is
involved, since invariably needs to “seduce” and after
to “convince” their victims, in order to “pervert”
them through “deception,” and therefore are “hardly
treatable.” They are generally “dialectical” and
“mutually symbiotic” relationships, where there are
women who look without really knowing, this
pattern, because in some way they tend to “repeat” by
an “acting-out” mechanism, of the ancient
relationships with their father, who used to become
“idealized,” when they have being too “authoritarian”
and “punishing” figures. To get out of these “vicious
circles,” it must be she who puts the “brakes” first,
since it is difficult that he does it. And in turn, it is
necessary to do so by “applying zero tolerance”
criterion against the minimum abuse, being aware at
the same time, that it depends directly on her, “that
no other woman is going to be aggressed.”
37. Jacobsen: When you come across sociopaths
or psychopaths, what are simple behavourial,
speech, or emotional cues/proxies of them? We
can tell a sick person based on a persistent cough.
We can avoid them. Similarly, there must be
“coughs” of a like-kind in the behaviour, speech,
and emotions (feigned or real-but-blunted).
Sorenson: Precisely, that’s the “mis-conception”
about them, since these kind of subjects “aren’t sick
persons.” In fact they do not have any disease,
because they have a perfectly preserved “reality
judgment,” and in addition in the broadest sense of
the word.
They do not “suffer from anything,” as normal
patients do. Rather it is the opposite, since it is a

society that “suffers” because of them. If the above is
correct, then it would not be appropriate to give them
a “treatment” of something.
And therefore, the “environment” that should have
them, it must be the prison and not the hospital. It
seems to me, that the most “remarkable behavioural”
characteristic of these individuals, is that they present
themselves with a mixture of “excess seduction and
goodness,” at the same time that it is possible to
perceive them, as if they were “cold as ice,” and
“sharp as a knife.”
38. Jacobsen: Matt Scillitani noted this “simple
principle” covers everything about the core of
intelligence too. There is research on Executive
Function as a larger compilation of cognitive
attributes. Does delay of gratification reflect the
necessary function for the development of
complex, sustainable social arrangements,
including marriages and societies?
Sorenson: In some way yes, since the “delay of
gratification,” requires to develops cognitive skills
that allow “the source” or “object” of gratification to
be symbolized, in the sense of “resignifying” it
immaterially, in order to be able to satisfy the
original need, through what I am going to name as
“procuration” or “second intention.” As a
“substitute,” that also allows to “cathectize” the
energy that first triggered it. In turn, it would be
possible to do something similar with “social
dynamics,” which could improve the different levels
of real interrelation in society.
39. Jacobsen: Our first love in the world is love of
mother, as part of an integrated organism. Our
second love is others. Our third love is the
differentiation of self from mother. The lattermost
as the process of individuation. How does this
pattern of loves put constraints on types of loves
and kinds of interpersonal arrangements for
human beings?
Sorenson: I think that the different loves throughout
life, are a sort of “reissue” of the “first or original
love” with the mother. In a way, we also always
“yearn to return” to maternal love, comparing all
loved ones with that “first figure.” Something existed
in our development, “symbolically” speaking, that
did not allow us “to access” our mother, and forcing
then to go out, and seek “substitute loves” throughout
life. That “prohibition,” in my opinion is the one that
enabled us to successfully enter the “symbolic
world,” and “accept a law” that we carry within
ourselves in order to discern with conviction,
between the “morally” good and bad.
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40. Jacobsen: Is the “roaring lion,” in terms of
“rebellion,” more a child wailing than anything
else?
Sorenson: I feel that he is a “self-centered” and
“capricious” child, who plays with a “yo-yo,”
expecting that the toy “goes and comes” back,
nevertheless if that doesn’t happens, since he can’t
pick it up with the string, he “cries but with rage,”
because feels that the world, does not want to “follow
his rules” of the game.
41. Jacobsen: What happened to Nietzsche’s
thoughts over time? What was the symbolism of
the moment that he collapsed and went insane?
The purported moment of seeing the flogging of a
horse, running over to it, and then holding its neck
so as to protect it, followed by a collapse. A rather
dramatic narrative of a mind unravelling over
time with a climactic instant.
Sorenson: I am not sure if Nietzsche was really crazy
or not, maybe he just felt so. In any case, I think that
“no one can go crazy, even if he wants to.” He ends
up being a “slave”to his beliefs, even though he tried

to rebel from almost everything. In some way, it’s
similar to what happened to Robinson Crusoe, when
he “saw a mark”on the beach. Somehow, is a manner
of finding “the presence” of something, that at the
same time is “absent,” and therefore, when he wanted
to “erase it,” its existence became even more evident
for him.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Independent Philosopher.
[2] Individual Publication Date: May 22,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/sorensonfour; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence
scores because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Abstract
The Evolved Self (University of Ottawa Press, in press) is an eclectic examination of the self that includes:
philosophy and theory, cross-cultural materials, a qualitative study mapping individual selves, and pragmatics aimed
at not just improving, but uniting schools of psychotherapy. In providing an academic assessment for the publisher,
one anonymous reviewer summarized:
While many of the significant books in the area have been cited as source material—in psychology and
philosophy—I have not read a book that has attempted theory development in this manner. It is a very interesting
synthesis and its use of qualitative interviews with abstract theory is an excellent one. Finally, the application of the
theory to clinical practice introduces a pragmatic element often neglected…
This article reviews the salient aspects of researching the book and places it into its own historical context. Using
elemental units of culture, the book maps the selves of individuals who were not in therapy and contrasts those with
the self-maps of clients who were in psychotherapy for trauma and suicidality. These qualitative exemplars are
embedded within a rich discussion of the concept of the self as presented in philosophy, psychology and crosscultural literature. Aboriginal, humanist, and selves as modified through participation in sports are examined along
with two selves from outside North America. Application of the method of self-mapping to counselling and
psychotherapy is explored from the lens of client empowerment. A disciplinary paradigm is proposed uniting major
schools of psychotherapy.
Keywords: self, memes, aboriginality, humanism, psychotherapy, identity
A Pre-publication review of The Evolved Self: Mapping an understanding of who we are[A],[B]
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
There is a self-help industry built on the notion of
becoming the person you “were meant to be,” but
who is the “you” at the core of such striving? In The
Evolved Self I attempt to answer that question by
drawing on philosophy, psychology, multicultural
tradition, and original research. I develop an
argument that the self at the core of who we are is a

culturally evolved mental structure that underwent
significant change as recently as 3,000 years ago
allowing for conscious individual volition, a sense of
uniqueness, and the idea that there exists a reality
separate from one’s subjective understandings. The
evolution of this “modern self” initiated tensions
between collectivism and individualism that remain
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with us to this day. Core to this work are maps of
selves of individuals from both individualist and
collectivist cultures, some of whom were in
psychotherapy at the time of the mapping and some
who were not, and they represented three genders
from four countries.[1]The Evolved Self begins with a
discussion of the case study that prompted this
research and it ends with suggested applications to
the field of psychology. In-between, it summarizes
the self as understood in Western philosophy, in
major schools of psychology, and in selected
collectivist cultures before reviewing my doctoral
research into mapping the self.
Identifying the Issue: A Case Study
Without realizing it, I began writing this book at the
turn of the century after accepting a re-referral from
another therapist. “Suzie” had previously attempted
suicide on five occasions and she was not yet
eighteen. Her initial therapist said she had been
compliant with treatment but remained “high-risk”
after nearly two years of cognitive behavioural
therapy (CBT) coupled with antidepressant
medication. I administered a standardized assessment
instrument and confirmed that she was still “high
risk” for suicide with elevated scores for low selfesteem, anger, suicide ideation and depression. A
clinical interview revealed contributing traumatic
childhood events coupled with a dysfunctional family
culture.
Since CBT has proven efficacy with underlying
conditions associated with suicidal behaviour and
since the client-therapist relationship contributes to
its effectiveness (Warwar & Greenberg, 2000), I
decided to start with this therapy even though it had
been used by the previous therapist. Despite Suzie’s
compliance with “homework assignments” and
cognitive reframing of some of her salient
experiences, she showed little progress. Borrowing
from narrative therapy (Gubrium & Holstein, 1998) I
had her retell her “story” with suggested amendments
to engender hope and positive possibilities, but her
emotional progress was short-lived. Eye Movement
Desensitization and Reprocessing (Devilly & Spence,
1999) was used to deal with specific instances of
childhood trauma, but again, she suffered relapse. I
was running out of tools in my therapeutic toolkit,
and I needed to invent something new. I suggested
we co-construct a map of her self to find the blockage
to treatment.
The idea that we can map cultural elements that form
a self flows from the well-established notion that the
self is a cultural construct (Blustein & Noumair,
1996; Mead, 1934/2003; Shotter, 1997). Fortuitously,
Dawkins (1976) had named such elemental units

“memes,” which he said exhibit attractive and
repellent properties on each other. Blackmore (1999)
suggested the self consisted of an interlocking
collection of such memes. If such a structure existed,
it could logically be mapped. We identified units of
culture Suzie had internalized as part of her selfdefinition; explored connotative, affective and
behavioural characteristics of such memes that
mimicked internal forces of attraction; and, we coconstructed ways of changing aspects of Suzie’s self
starting with memes that were most accessible to
intervention.
The method used to map Suzie’s self along with
maps showing the youth’s progress are detailed in a
case study (Robertson, 2011) and they form the basis
of the first chapter of my new book (Robertson,
2020). It was not that the mapping process supplanted
earlier interventions, but that the visual
representations supplemented them allowing for more
efficacious processing. Using her map for reference,
Suzie was able to expand her worldview to include an
emphasis on social justice. She challenged ineffective
and obsessive cognitions by routing her thoughts
along alternative pathways. She began to see herself
as an activating agent capable of dealing with
unfortunate circumstances replacing a plot of
ineffective victimhood and dependency. I decided
more research was needed to understand this self that
Suzie was able to effectively change, and the process
by which such change may be understood.
Philosophical, Psychological and Cross-cultural
Review
The first millennium before the Common Era (BCE)
saw the great religions such as Hinduism, Buddhism,
Confucianism, and Judaism evolve into being with
Christianity and Islam offshoots of Judaism (Jaspers,
1951; Mahoney, 1991). The Evolved Self sets this
development into a psycho-historical context and, in
the process, explains what I was intuitively
attempting to accomplish with respect to the suicidal
youth.
Following his analysis of early Greek literature,
Jaynes (1976) concluded that pre-Homeric Greeks
were unable to exercise self-agency. After his
examination of ancient Egyptian and Greek writing
Johnson (2003) concluded, “Beliefs and minds did
not begin to exist until…the Greek cultural world
invented the notion of objective, constant truth and
began using that notion to assess…the truth of
statements and actions” (108, 109). Operating like
Blackmore’s (1999) “meme machines,” human
beings before the first millennium relied on imitating
pre-programmed cultural responses to triggering
events. In my book, I argue that cultural mutations to
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the self represented a cognitive program that includes
a capacity for objective beliefs, individual volition,
and internally consistent thought, and that program is
now transmitted to our children in the process of
child rearing and education, but with limitations – we
do not want them to be too independent. The
development of the great religions may be viewed as
a similar means to restricting feared excesses of
individualism and preserving the collectivity. Thus,
much of the philosophical and religious thought
flowing from this Axial Age dealt with concepts such
as justice, humanity and temperance along with the
subjugation of the individual to the collective will.
With the evolved self, Greek philosophy and science
flowered based on the idea that there is a reality
independent of our perceptions that we can come to
know through careful observation and reason. The
subsequent Christian view that human reasoning is
faulty and true knowledge is divinely inspired led to
the subjugation of the self to ecclesiastical authority.
The European Enlightenment of the 17th century did
not invent the self, it made the individualism already
inherent in its structure into a good. This
emancipation of the self led directly to the scientific
revolution that is still with us today.
This emancipated self is not without its detractors.
Religion continues to promote submission and postmodernism disparages our attempts to approximate
reality. Heidegger (1962), the leading post-modernist
philosopher of the twentieth century, described
science and intelligence as degenerate with what
passes for truth dependent on contextual
interpretation. His answer to the resultant relativism
that a few humans are “Dasein” and are equipped to
lead the masses because only they have “an
understanding of the Being of all entities of a
character other than its own” (Heidegger, 1962, p.
34). This echoes the Jesuit teachings that Heidegger
experienced as youth that subjugated the self to God
or his proxies.
In The Evolved Self, I argue that the struggle between
collectivism and individualism are not so much at the
societal level, but occur primarily within each
person’s self. Each of us has the capacity, even the
necessity, for both. As a spandrel to this evolution we
have the capacity for a limited form of free will. We
exist at two Vygotskian levels (Vygotsky, 1939,
1986). For the most part we remain the determined
beings of our history as a species; however, with hard
work and a culturally evolved method with proven
efficacy, we have the capacity to rise above our genes
and memes. Hard determinists believe that even at
this level antecedent factors determine outcome
(DiCarlo, 2010). Despite this difference, I am

grateful Dr. DiCarlo saw enough merit in this work to
offer the following endorsement:
Lloyd Hawkeye Robertson’s book offers an
interesting and insightful new perspective on
explorations of the self and the integration of that
analysis with the pragmatic intention for psychotherapeutic use. By examining the contributing
factors that define us as ‘selves’, Robertson connects
the dots between evolution, culture, the concept of
free will, and the goals of counselling and therapy.
His use of memetic self-maps in relation to varying
psychological perspectives of the self offers unique
insights into novel therapeutic approaches.


Christopher DiCarlo, author of So You Think You
Can Think: Tools for Having Intelligent
Conversations and Getting Along, and How To
Become A Really Good Pain in the Ass: A Critical
Thinker’s Guide to Asking the Right Questions.
Taking a somewhat different view on the subject of
free will than fellow philosopher DiCarlo, Dennett
(1991) concluded that memes provide “thinking
tools” that allow for self-definition and human
consciousness. From this perspective, I was teaching
Suzie the thinking tools she needed to change her
self-definition.
All current major schools of psychology would have
endorsed a similar change effort aimed at
empowering the client to change her self (Robertson,
2017a).[2] Freud’s project of psychoanalysis
involved rescuing the poor ego from the cultural
oppression of the superego and the genetic
determinism of the id and is compatible with the
compatibilist[3] views of Dennett (1995, 1996).
Alfred Adler (1927/1957, 1929) recognized that the
child is determined in his formative years and that the
family constellation, in particular, determines one’s
future worldview; however, he held one could change
that worldview if one understood the determining
inputs and considered alternatives. Rational emotive
and cognitive behavioural therapists (David &
Szentagotai, 2006; Dryden, Neenan, & Yankura,
2001; Ellis & Harper, 1997) view most mental health
problems to be the result of irrational beliefs which
can be changed, and that cognitive processing
difficulties that lead to unwanted behavioural
outcomes can be challenged. This group of
psychotherapies takes a realist view – that there is an
objective reality which the client must approximate to
function well.
There is a second group of psychotherapies that takes
a postmodern approach with the implication that a
client can become anything to which they aspire.
Constructivists would suggest that if a client is
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unhappy with their self, construct a better one.
Taking a somewhat more nuanced view that we both
create and are created by culture, social
constructionists Martin and Sugarman (2001)
suggested that with “appropriation and
internalization, and the thinking and understanding
they enable, the individual’s mode of being is
transformed from one of prereflective activity to one
in which reflective, intentional agency is possible” (p.
105). Narrative therapists view the self to be a story
we tell with the plot dependent on context and
purpose (Ochberg, 1996; White, 1993).

in modern western cultures is often pictured as selfcontained, independent, volitional and materialistic
while the self in collectivist cultures is described as
contextual, interdependent, community orientated
and spiritual (Cushman, 1995; Robertson, 2014).
A stable conscious self is considered evidence of a
noncorporeal entity or soul inhabiting a material body
in much religious belief. The secularization of EuroAmerican culture resulted in the splitting self from
the soul (Taylor, 1989), and it would be this
separation of the two that is exported. The Buddhist
doctrine of no-self necessitated such a splitting two
millennia before the European Enlightenment with
the result that the soul that is reincarnated is a nonsentient life force. Buddhism was exported, and
in The Evolved Self, I noted that Buddhist
missionaries encountered the self in every culture
they visited.

Readers will note that I used therapies from both
realist and postmodernist camps in my treatment of
the suicidal youth. I believe this eclecticism is
possible because our clients possess an innate sense
of the objective. We cannot choose just any self, it
has to “feel right” otherwise we have the sense we
are merely play acting or worse, fooling ourselves.
The inherent problem with postmodernism manifests
itself more at the societal level than at the level of
psychotherapy. When narrative therapist Tom Strong
(2002) described science as a “White, male way of
knowing” and that “truth” is something arrived at
through the “discourse of knowledgeable people” (p.
3), he was supporting a discourse that dissolves
society into competing identity groups each with their
own “Daseins” whom they authoritatively reference
to support and enforce their worldviews. Despite this
difference of opinion, Dr. Strong kindly gave my
work the following endorsement:

My chapter on the self in collectivist societies
references studies from Asia, the Middle East, Africa
and southern Europe; however, the largest amount of
attention involves three nations or peoples that are
aboriginal to North America. I take a scientific and
materialist approach which will be controversial in
some aboriginal communities. Despite this,
indigenous psychiatrist Dr. Mehl-Madrona found
sufficient merit to offer this endorsement:
Dr. Robertson presents a fascinating exposition on
the concept of self in relation to mainstream and
indigenous concepts. He reviews concepts from
Western philosophy, major schools of psychology,
and the cross-cultural experience of the self in both
collectivist and individualist cultures. He draws a
diverse sample of eleven selves representing three
genders whom he maps and analyzes, grouping them
into clusters: 1) North American selves built through
participation in sports; 2) selves centered on notions
of North American aboriginality; 3) selves of
individuals following a secular humanist paradigm;
and 4) selves from China and Russia. He proposes a
hypothesis that a healthy or functional self is
composed of fundamental elements including
constancy, volition, uniqueness, productivity,
intimacy, and social interest. His work is original and
inspiring and can lead us to better understanding of
how we come to believe in who we are.

Lloyd Robertson has developed a powerful and
useful method for reflecting upon self-understanding.
Exploring the concept of memes as developmental
resources in self-making, through a creative approach
to meme-mapping, he has developed a welcomed
resource for counsellors and educators. Readers
seeking new ways to join others in exploring identity
development and self-making possibilities will
especially treasure Robertson’s ideas and approach to
mapping the memetic self.


Tom Strong is Professor Emeritus University of
Calgary and author of Medicalizing counselling:
Issues and tensions
The self as defined here is a representational
construct (Harre, 1984; Lock, 1981/1990; Mead,
1912/1990) consisting of units of culture (Blackmore,
1999; Donald, 2001; Price, 1999). We need to also
consider the possibility that the conceptualization of
the self that has been the basis of psychotherapy is
ethnocentric having the effect of exporting EuroAmerican values such as individuality and selfvolition to indigenous cultures worldwide (Adair,
2006; Christopher & Hickinbottom, 2008). The self



Lewis Mehl-Madrona is Associate Professor,
Family Medicine, University of New England and
author of Remapping Your Mind: The Neuroscience
of Self-Transformation through Story (with Barbara
Mainguy) and Coyote Medicine: Lessons from
Native American Healing
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Method and Results of this Research into Selfmapping
The practice of psychotherapy is often more of an art
than a science, and so it was with the mapping
exercise used with the suicidal youth. At the time, it
was not possible to say how her initial self-map
compares with those not in treatment. The method of
qualitative research used in this qualitative sample
also used the meme as the fundamental unit of the
self. Memes sharing connotative, emotive or
behavioural valence were considered to be attracted
to each other and a line or edge was drawn
connecting the two. Each meme was given a referent
word or phrase that was taken to include
individualized connotative, emotive and behavioural
meaning. Drawing on the experience of mapping the
suicidal youth Suzie, themes were represented by
rectangles. Readers will recall “Depressed person”
was an initial theme in Suzie’s self and we coconstructed and supported a second core theme,
“Human rights.” A methodological change was also
made in the way memes were identified. Instead of
asking the subject to create lists of self-identifiers
such as “name ten persons you are” as was used with
the youth, I decided to allow these research
participants to narrate a personal story of who they
were. Participants were given an invitation to explain
who they were, and were prompted to elaborate.
These narratives were transcribed and each segment
was coded using a qualitative software package.
Segments with the same referent word were placed in
a “bin” to be compared with all other segments with
the same coding. Only those referents that satisfied
the definition of the meme were included in the
participant’s self-map. Those memes that had more
codings in their “bin” were taken to be more central
to the person’s self.
The sample of eleven volunteers included five men,
five women, and one transsexual person who
identified as a third gender. The racial composition
included seven Caucasians, two people of North
American aboriginal ancestry, one Chinese, and one
person whose mother was aboriginal and father was
“white” who identified herself as simply “Canadian.”
The self-maps were co-constructed in three sessions
per participant over a nine month period.
One to two self-maps are presented for each of these
participants in The Evolved Self along with an edited
version of each person’s narrative. A majority (7) of
the participants said their maps reflected accurately
who they were on viewing the first attempt. At the
end of the process all but one reported such
resonance.

All eleven self-maps evidenced volition, constancy,
distinctness, productivity, intimacy, social interest
and feeling. The feeling component, beyond the
emotive element included in the definition of the
meme, was unanticipated. As a result of this
development, the structure of the mapped selves was
revised to include an emotive and psychological
characteristics component at the base of self-maps
that could trigger various aspects of the self
represented by meme clusters. This meant there were
two routes to triggering a particular presentation of
the self, 1) the long reflective route of proceeding
meme by meme to a location within the self, and 2)
the almost instantaneous triggering of the same
location through emotion. In The Evolved Self, I
describe this system as a small world network as has
been developed in Graph Theory (Robertson &
McFadden, 2018; Watts & Strogatz, 1998).
The three people from collectivist cultures in this
sample had the same basic structure to their selfmaps as those from individualist North American
cultures. A possible cultural difference involving
emphasis surfaced with respect to one participant
from China.
“Maomao” described herself as a “robot” awaiting
the command of others, most often her parents. Her
self-map illustrated a volitional-active cluster and a
deferent-family cluster with the deferent cluster more
highly developed. She experimented with making her
own decisions concluding that it takes too much time
and energy to adequately research possible choices.
She decided being a robot was a preferred way to
live. Maomao’s volitional-active cluster still
functioned to the degree that she had to choose the
authorities to which she would defer, and she felt
resentment when they made decisions for her she did
not like. Maomao may not be representative of her
culture. A recent study of 2,299 Chinese adolescents
revealed that 85% associated free will with their own
subjective well-being (Li, Wang, Zhao, Kong, & Li,
2016).
Discussion
The example of Maomao, who was raised to deny a
volitional self, belies the relativistic notion that selfattributes like volition and uniqueness are culturally
dependent. While she preferred to not act
volitionally, she continued to have that capacity,
supporting a hypothesis that feelings of volition,
uniqueness and constancy are consequences of
having a self, and that while cultures and religions
may attempt to repress these attributes, they cannot
be eliminated entirely.
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All of the participants in this study recalled
transitions leading to self-change that were
evolutionary in nature. If the self is malleable, and if
clients recognize the reality of self-change, then
planned transitions are possible.

psychotherapist who has used memetic self-mapping
in her practise (and who is also my daughter), and I
are co-authoring a companion manual that will give
practical guidance in assisting professionals who
wish to use this method in their work.

As a result of this research the mapping process was
amended to include emotional triggers and
psychological characteristics in addition to the meme
structure thus extending the model. The research
participants supported the view of Quinn (2006) who
argued that a purely cognitive self was insufficient
and that a comprehensive view of the self would
include physical, biological, psychological, social,
and cultural characteristics. A case study of the use of
this improved memetic self-map to treat a client with
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder is included in The
Evolved Self.

Memetic self-mapping has application to all fields
interested in the structure of the self. As has been
demonstrated, the method owes much of its
development to philosophy. It would also be of
interest to social workers who are doing counselling,
indeed, it can be seen as an elaboration of the social
work technique of eco-mapping (Hartman, 1995;
Vodde & Giddings, 2000). The method will also be
of interest to fields that regularly research some
aspects of the self such as sociology, anthropology,
cross-cultural studies, and gender studies. I have coauthored a book chapter applying the concepts
discussed here to adult education (Robertson &
Conrad, 2016). My co-author has kindly offered the
following endorsement:

If a therapist can successfully introduce new memes
to the self of a client in the course of treatment, then
it is conceivable that outside memes may be
introduced to the self unbidden and those memes
could thereby act in a viral fashion. The concept of
the mind virus has been introduced elsewhere
(Berman, 2006; Dawkins, 2006; Ray, 2009;
Robertson, 2017b), and therapists should be aware of
the possibility. This concept is explored further in the
final chapter of The Evolved Self.
As discussed earlier, this method of mapping the self
has been demonstrated compatibility with CBT,
Adlerian psychotherapy and narrative therapy. I
believe that the evolutionary model of the self
outlined here has led to a common paradigm across
schools of psychology and that paradigm is
elaborated in my book. As a result of that paradigm,
we all attempt to teach clients to have volitional and
meaningful selves with a sense of uniqueness and
constancy as first suggested by William James (1890,
1892/2003). If this is correct, then the method of
mapping described here should be compatible with
all schools of psychotherapy. Two methods of
generating the memes needed in self-mapping are
described in The Evolved Self. As a second
anonymous reviewer of this work kindly said:
Readers generally will be interested in how language
shapes and limits our selfdefinitions. Psychotherapists will be interested in
applying memetic self-mapping to counselling and
therapy helping their clients become the author of
their own transformative change.
The mapping technique developed lends itself to the
practice of psychotherapy, but The Evolved Self is
primarily a theoretical text with general application to
applied psychology. Teela Joanne Robertson, a

Bridging several cultural and educational worlds,
Robertson’s work thoroughly and movingly explores
the concepts of self and identity from his insightful
perspective as a counselling psychologist. Educators
as well as practicing psychologists will benefit from
his experience and insight. Detailed case studies
enliven foundational tenets of counselling and
psychotherapy and highlight issues of empowerment,
individuality, community, and intimacy.


Dianne Conrad is the author of Assessment
Strategies for Online Learning: Engagement and
Authenticity and co-editor of Open(ing) Education:
Theory and Practice
The Evolved Self: Mapping an understanding of who
we are will be published by University of Ottawa
Press September 15, 2020. Pre-orders are available
through the U of O Press website
at: https://press.uottawa.ca/catalogsearch/result/?q
=Lloyd+Hawkeye+Robertson
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[1] All of the self-maps were prepared while the
participants resided in Canada
[2] Classical behaviourists of the mid-twentieth
century (Chambless & Goldstein, 1979; Skinner,
1974) were “hard determinists;” however, modern
practitioners of behaviour therapy (Wilson, 2014) are

virtually indistinguishable from cognitive
behaviourists. For a fuller discussion of this see
(Robertson, 2017a).
[3]Compatiblism in philosophy is the view that
determinism and free will are not mutually exclusive
but may co-exist.

1 SEPTEMBER 2020 | ISSU 23 | IN-SIGHT | 197
© 2012-2020 In-Sight Publishing. All rights reserved.

ISSN 2369-6885

An Interview with Guillermo Alejandro
Escárcega Pliego on Philosophies,
Religion, and God (Part Three)
Interviewer: Scott Douglas Jacobsen
Numbering: Issue 23.A, Idea: Outliers & Outsiders (Part Nineteen)
Place of Publication: Langley, British Columbia, Canada
Title: In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal
Web Domain: http://www.in-sightjournal.com
Individual Publication Date: June 1, 2020
Issue Publication Date: September 1, 2020
Name of Publisher: In-Sight Publishing
Frequency: Three Times Per Year
Words: 1,448
ISSN 2369-6885
Abstract
Guillermo Alejandro Escárcega Pliego is the Founder of the Hall of Sophia. He discusses: economics;
capitalism; monarchy; god; science; God’s law; meaning in life; making sense of the worldview; absolute
monarchy; “turbo capitalism”; Matthew 22:37 and Mark 12:31; insufficiency of science for the truth;
definition of God; God’s law some more; being in peace with the Creator of the universe; belief in individuals
going against God as angry at God; religion as the only way to understand God; all positive religions leading
to God; Moses as the one reflecting God’s law; intelligence as disconnected from belief, or not, in a god; and
the ease of Facebook as a platform.
Keywords: capitalism, economics, God, Guillermo Alejandro Escárcega Pliego, religion.
An Interview with Guillermo Alejandro Escárcega Pliego on Philosophies, Religion, and God: Founder, Hall
of Sophia (Part Three)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: What economic system
makes the most sense to you? Why?

4. Jacobsen: Do you believe in a God, gods, or not,
or remain uncertain about the matter entirely?

Guillermo Alejandro Escarcega Pliego: Capitalism
because is the only economic system in which
someone can prosper.

Pliego: Yes, I do.

2. Jacobsen: What social system makes the most
sense to you? Why?
Pliego: Capitalism, since is the only social system in
which everyone has the same opportunity to
exchange goods.
3. Jacobsen: What political system makes the most
sense to you? Why?
Pliego: Monarchy, it’s the only way to get rid of the
corruption of democracy.

5. Jacobsen: What scientific topic remains the
most exciting to you?
Pliego: I don’t find science interesting at all to be
honest.
6. Jacobsen: What ethical system makes the most
sense to you? Why?
Pliego: I believe in God so I try to follow his law
even though I sometimes fail.
7. Jacobsen: What is the meaning of life to you?
Or what are the meanings of life to you?
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Pliego: Life has several meanings, the most
important meaning of all is to be in peace with God.
8. Jacobsen: How do these various points of
contact – “makes the most sense” – come together
into a knit blanket of worldview? A way to make
sense of the world in a way that, to you, “makes
the most sense.”
Pliego: I think that it would be hard for the readers of
this interview to understand my worldview with the
few things I wrote but I will say that it makes sense a
lot.
9. Jacobsen: Any particular form of monarchy as
a replacement for “the corruption of democracy”
that appeals more than others to you?
Pliego: Absolute Monarchy.
10. Jacobsen: What styles or forms of Capitalism
make the most sense socially and economically to
you, as various flavours have been proposed of it?
Pliego: Turbo Capitalism.
11. Jacobsen: What other meanings of life – well –
mean the most to you?
Pliego: “Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.’”
Matthew 22:37
And
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
Mark 12:31
12. Jacobsen: Why isn’t science interesting to
you?
Pliego: Because the paradigm that proposes has
nothing to do with the truth.

Pliego: It’s simple if you are in peace with the
creator of the universe you are in peace with you and
the rest of the world.
17. Jacobsen: Any other principles or premises in
its presentation so far to provide for framework
or contextualization of it?
Pliego: I believe most people are mad at God because
they don’t have the life they want so the only way to
live a happy life is to being in peace with what he
decided.
18. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on religion?
Pliego: Religion no matter which is the way to
understand what God want from us and his plan for
us.
19. Jacobsen: Of the religions on offer, what ones
seem most in alignment with the presentation of
the belief in God and his law stated before to you?
Pliego: All religions lead to God except for the
negative one of course.
20. Jacobsen: Do any particular holy figures,
prophets, or religious texts help elucidate the
mind and morality of this God for you? (And
thank you for sharing personal beliefs, here, by
the way.)
Pliego: Moses.
21. Jacobsen: For many within the high-IQ
communities, they have a wide array of belief
systems from atheism to agnosticism to
monotheism, polytheism, and the like. Any
speculations on the correlations between different
standard segmentations of the high-IQ
communities and various forms of religious and
non-religious, theistic and non-theistic, beliefs held
by them?

13. Jacobsen: How do you define God?

Pliego: I don’t think having a higher or lower I.Q.
dictates if you are a theist or an atheist.

Pliego: As the creator of the Universe and everything
in it.

I think that being a theist or an atheist depends of the
personal experiences one has had in his life.

14. Jacobsen: How do you – or how does he –
define “his law”?

22. Jacobsen: Facebook can give an easy platform
for the communities if one wants to join them, as
in the Hall of Sophia – as so many use social media
and allowing the shy or introverted smart to more
readily engage on these platforms. What makes
Hall of Sophia a good platform for easy
engagement?

Pliego: Basically his law are the rules he give us to
live a good life.
15. Jacobsen: How do you fail to follow God’s law,
whether on principle or in practice?
Pliego: It’s simple when you commit a sin – such as
gluttony you are failing to follow his law.
16. Jacobsen: Why is “the most important
meaning of all… to be in peace with God”?

Pliego: The reason is simple, almost everyone
already uses Facebook running the Hall of Sophia
through Facebook allows me and allows the rest of
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the members of the society to interact without any
platform problems.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Founder, Hall of Sophia.
[2] Individual Publication Date: June 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/pliegothree; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.

*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.
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An Interview with Claus Volko, M.D. on Ethics and Critical Rationalism: Austrian Computer and Medical
Scientist (Part Three)[1],[2]
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: This week’s session, I
want to focus on the ending point of Part Two,
which dealt with the metaphysical and
philosophical questions important to so many in
an informal way and salient to an extreme niche of
studious people in a formal manner. To rake the
leaves here, some softer questions to start us off:
What philosophy makes the most sense to you?
Dr. Claus Volko: My father was a fan of Karl
Popper and thought that Popper’s philosophy was the
only one worth spending time with. I share a similar
preference for Popper over other philosophers.
Popper tried to come up with a rational epistemic
methodology that follows the laws of logic, and he
also applied it to political philosophy.
2. Jacobsen: What ethical philosophy makes the
most sense to you?
Volko: I have dealt quite a bit with political
philosophy during my student years and I prefer the
political philosophy of classical liberalism over
others such as socialism, conservatism and fascism.
Classical liberalism is about freedom from force
enacted by the government. The
government shall be minimal and only take care of
the protection of life and property. Karl Popper was
also a liberal philosopher. He wrote “The Open
Society and Its Enemies” in which he defended
liberalism against Marxist socialism and Plato’s
totalitarianism.
3. Jacobsen: You are non-religious or without
religious affiliation in Austria. Do you believe in a
god or gods? If so, why so? If not, why not?
Volko: For me god is a metaphor for laws governing
the universe that we know or do not know of. So if I
write “Thank God” it is not that I am thinking of a
person but it is a phrase to signify that something
good happened, perhaps by chance, perhaps by
reason.
4. Jacobsen: As a non-religious person, why be
non-religious when so many religions offer

sustenance for so many in their emotional, ethical,
social, and intellectual lives?
Volko: For me religions do not offer anything but
restriction in my thinking.
5. Jacobsen: What relates the social, political,
economic, and ethical philosophies for you?
Volko: Karl Popper called his philosophy “Critical
Rationalism”. I would also say that my approach is a
rationalist one. I try to investigate everything
analytically and back up my stances with reason.
6. Jacobsen: Your emphasis on Karl Popper is
interesting to me. It’s important for a number of
reasons. One of those is the principle of
Falsifiability. If something can be proposed as a
theory about the world, then it should provide a
means by which to show a condition under which
the theory would fail. What kinds of hypotheses
would fall under this? What types of theories
would not?
Volko: From a strictly logical point of view only
universal statements fall under this, but not existence
statements. Existence statements can be proven by
providing an example, while it is extremely difficult
to disprove them. By contrast, to universal statements
Popper’s principle applies. You cannot prove a
universal statement, but it is enough to provide a
single counterexample to disprove a universal
statement. Popper was of the opinion that scientific
knowledge is preliminary and therefore science
should restrain itself to making only statements that
can be falsified if a counterexample is found.
7. Jacobsen: Are we speaking of the classical
liberalism of John Stuart Mill? If others, who?
Volko: John Locke, Ludwig von Mises, Friedrick
August von Hayek – there are several big names.
8. Jacobsen: What seem like the inherent
strengths and weaknesses of classical liberalism,
socialism, fascism, and conservatism?
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Volko: These ideologies have different goals.
Classical liberalism wants to maximize freedom from
force by the state, socialism emphasizes equality,
fascism tries to create a totalitarian state that controls
everything (the opposite of classical liberalism), and
conservatism is about stability and keeping up
societal hierarchies.
9. Jacobsen: In Popper’s text mentioned, what
were some of the defences put forward for
liberalism against Marxist socialism and Plato’s
totalitarianism?
Volko: The open society welcomes foreigners and
integrates them into society. By means of democratic
elections the government can be ousted and replaced
by a more capable government. Popper essentially
criticizes Marx and Plato for being enemies of
freedom.
10. Jacobsen: In a Critical Rationalism, what is
the mode of thinking there? In that, what is the
process of a critical rationalist approaching a
problem?
Volko: In general the approach is rational, based on
facts and logical thinking rather than sentiments.
However, the critical rationalist is also aware that
rationalism is limited and that it is itself based on the
irrational assumption that rational thinking is superior
to emotional feeling.
11. Jacobsen: Naturally, I am lead to ask in
succession. Why John Locke?
Volko: He is the author of Two Treatises of
Government and generally considered the father of
classical liberalism.
12. Jacobsen: Why Ludwig von Mises?
Volko: He is the author of Human Action and very
influential in the libertarian community.
13. Jacobsen: Why Friedrich August von Hayek?
Volko: He was a Nobel Prize winning economist
who wrote The Road to Serfdom. Like with Mises,
many in the libertarian community identify with him.

14. Jacobsen: What some counterexamples to the
given existence statements and universal
statements, so as to show how this process works?
Volko: A universal statement is: “All ravens are
black”. An existential statement is: “There is a white
raven”. These two statements contradict each other.
By proving the existential statement, the universal
statement is disproven, and vice versa, though
proving the universal statement and disproving the
existential statement is very difficult.
15. Jacobsen: What states best represent classical
liberal ideals now?
Volko: This question is difficult to answer, mostly
because of my limited experience. Economically,
small principalities such as Liechtenstein might come
close to classical liberalism. Regarding personal
freedom, there are limitations to it all around the
world, but of course in the Western democracies
people enjoy more personal freedom than in the
People’s Republic of China and other dictatorships.
16. Jacobsen: Following from the last question,
how could those states move the dial further
towards classical liberal ideals of Mill, von Mises,
von Hayek, Locke, and others?
Volko: By adopting laws that grant freedom and
abolishing laws that limit it.
Appendix I: Footnotes
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[2] Individual Publication Date: June 1,
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Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
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development of the field at present, even in spite of
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and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.
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An Interview with Anthony Sepulveda on Background and Intelligence (Part One)[1] ,[2]
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: As always, some
background with some family and personal
contexts can be helpful for the audience expected
now, or others unexpected into the future. What is
some family background, e.g., geography, culture,
language, and religion or lack thereof?
Anthony Sepulveda: A little over three decades
ago, I was born in the Pacific Northwest of the
United States. My parents met in college and were
practicing Christians. I haven’t spoken with them
much about how things were for them during that
time, so any picture I could paint for you would have
such broad strokes that would likely result in a false
impression.

2. Jacobsen: If you reflect on some aspects of
family life, family dynamics and upbringing, were
the memories warm or cold in general?
Sepulveda: Both of my parents were bread winners.
My father joined the military shortly after my birth
and my mother started her own independent daycare
for toddlers and newborns that she ran from the
various homes we lived in. We moved from place to
place quite often during my developing years, usually
staying for a few years (three, on average) before
we’d pack up and relocate. At the time, it was
explained to me that this was caused by my father’s
military career. So, the only consistency for me was
the family dynamic and the organized chaos of
having a half dozen toddlers to help manage.
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Like any other lifestyle, this one had it’s pros and
cons. While it was more or less warm, I believe that
the general inconsistency of my upbringing stymied
my social skills during a crucial period. As a result, I
haven’t had many personal lasting relationships and I
often approach them without any expectation of
permanence. It wasn’t until just recently that I started
thinking about social intelligence as a something you
can actually study and develop. But I’m already
feeling optimistic about that even subjective social
problems have objective logical solutions.
3. Jacobsen: How was the experience with peers in
elementary and high school for you? Was social
life active for you? Or did you live a more isolated
existence with books and hobbies? Looking at the
upbringing in the home, what was the form of
parenting?
Sepulveda: As mentioned above, my social skills
didn’t develop at the normal pace. Which resulted in
me living a fairly isolated existence and caused me to
find solace in books.
4. Jacobsen: When were early gifts discovered for
you?
Sepulveda: Beyond a variety of subjective
experiences, the only noteworthy event I can recall
was during a math class in my early teens. Without
warning, we were given a series of calculus problems
dealing with simple projectile motion. Long story
short, I was the only one to get all the questions right
but nothing came of it.
5. Jacobsen: Were these nurtured by
guardians/parents, teachers, friends, or
community? If so, what were the benefits? If not,
why not?
Sepulveda: I was left to my own devices, for the
most part. Now that I’m an adult myself, I imagine
that my parents were struggling enough just to keep
the ship afloat and felt some relief knowing that I was
relatively stable in my own little world.
6. Jacobsen: Did you pursue post-secondary
education? If so, what were some of the more
enjoyable parts of the experience for you? If not,
why not?
Sepulveda: I did, but it didn’t last long and I
probably won’t be pursuing it further. College is an
almost completely ridiculous institution nowadays.
And even if I were to successfully slog my way
through it and earn a degree, there’s a very high
probability that I still won’t make it into the field I
was aiming for. Such is the case for about 70% of
students worldwide and I can’t reasonably expect any
other result for myself given my age and interests. So

I’ve elected to carry on educating myself and doing
what I can to benefit and entertain myself and anyone
else interested in my work.
7. Jacobsen: What are memorable or pivotal
moments in early life for you – the good and the
bad?
Sepulveda: Two important experiences come to
mind – Firstly, at one point during a vacation my
father decided that he, I and a couple of others should
explore Wind Cave in Bend, Oregon. It’s about 4
kilometres long and littered with large stones that
have fallen from its roof a short way in. These stones
remain where they fall, forming an unstable mess that
completely covers the ground and often forms large
walls of debris that you have to climb up and down to
continue forward. I was a fat teen during this visit
and barely managed to keep pace until we reached
the end. This must have tested everyone else’s
patience because they left me to fend for myself on
the way back. I spent several exhaustive hours
working my way through the most complete
blackness I’d ever experienced, often losing my sense
of direction due to the chaotic nature of my
surroundings and my inability to see more than about
a meter ahead of me as I only had a small, dull hand
light with which to navigate. Eventually, I made it
out. But since then I can’t bear to rely on others for
anything important. Whatever goes wrong, I’ll do
everything in my power to solve it on my own. It’s
only after I’ve exhausted all my effort that I’ll ask for
help. And even then, I’ll feel guilty about it.
Secondly, when I was in my late teens there was a
night during which I simply couldn’t sleep. This
wasn’t an uncommon event as I’ve lived with
insomnia for most of my life. But on this particular
night closed the book I’d usually spend nights
reading and placed upon it a sheet of paper. Having
never drawn anything before, I simply starred at the
blank surface in the dim light of my room. After a
while, lines seemed to reveal themselves just beyond
the page. And I spent the next few hours tracing
them, shading here and there until my first abstract
drawing was complete. It wasn’t very good or
aesthetically pleasing, but it was my first tentative
step towards a place of experimental expression
where I’ve developed a long-lasting love of art and
potentially the most singularly unique experience of
my life.
8. Jacobsen: What gives you meaning in life?
Sepulveda: I don’t know if there is any objective
meaning to be gleaned from the evidence life
provides. But I do believe that our purpose can be
deduced by examining our physiology and, most
tellingly, our biopsychology. From these, I’ve
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concluded that our intention is simply to survive,
procreate, explore, have fun and be happy. Beyond
that, I don’t know. All other evidence seems too
ambiguous to work with.
9. Jacobsen: What are the memories of
Christianity in the Pacific Northwest for you?
Sepulveda: My parents had faith in common and
wanted to share it with their children. But it wasn’t
and still isn’t the belief system for me. I stopped
attending regular services during my early
adolescence and only look back into the subject
during the occasional debate.
10. Jacobsen: What is the etymology of the name
Sepulveda, or Brown, depending on personal
preference?
Sepulveda: Ah, you’re aware of that recent change. I
made that decision to celebrate the ten year
anniversary of my mother and step father.
11. Jacobsen: With your mother in the daycare
and father in the military, this is quintessentially
aligned with the aspects of the roles set forth for
men and women in the United States, whether the
Pacific Northwest or the Midwest.
Sepulveda: I suppose my parents fit their respective
stereotypes well, yes.
12. Jacobsen: Did the consistent uprooting and
displacement due to father’s military career carry
over into adult life for you? Someone who moves,
has to be on the go, and simply someone who
wishes to explore the world.
Sepulveda: A bit. I’ve relocated seven times since I
started living on my own. But that was primarily
caused by personal financial struggles,
13. Jacobsen: With some of the mathematical
talent indications, since both came of it, have there
been micro-builds on top of it? In that, this is
something that may not have paid huge dividends
for you, but became useful in those small crucial
moments in life.
Sepulveda: It’s been useful for the discovery and
appreciation of abstract patterns. But has little
practical use in my day to day life.
14. Jacobsen: What makes college “an almost
completely ridiculous institution nowadays”?
Sepulveda: Where else can you go to pay copious
sums of money to do someone else’s job for them?
Aside from the necessary lab classes, most college
courses are taken online. During which a professor’s
job is limited to judging the quality of work that
cannot be graded via automated system (like essays)

and occasionally offering advice while everything
else has been streamlined into required reading and
multiple choice question tests. And given the
aforementioned 70% failure rate of students trying to
move on to their desired careers, the whole thing
seems to be a bad joke.
To put things into perspective, my first college course
was a computer class that was taught by an
environmental science major. Needless to say, I
didn’t learn much.
15. Jacobsen: What are the intellectual interests
now? What are some examples of productions by
you?
Sepulveda: Most recently, I’ve been studying the
nature of problems and the methodologies necessary
to solve or resolve them. It’s been interesting to find
so many common factors among seemingly disparate
subjects.
Previous projects include the development of a
universally fair IQ test and a number of original
abstract art pieces, photos and puzzles.
16. Jacobsen: Many men take upon themselves the
defensive posture with not a single traumatic
incident of being left alone to fend for themselves
in a seemingly desperate circumstance; they do
this in a context of repeated small slights and
damages to the ego, their pride, in which this
becomes an armoured personality. It comes
internally and externally. It creates a lot of issues
around the world and manifests in destructive
patterns for oneself and for others. I am so sorry
you had to go through that experience. Is this
something that you would want to change?
Sepulveda: It’s okay. Many people often lose
perspective after trauma, often expecting or fearing
that similarly bad events will occur in the future. But
if you can accept the experience and try to understand
it, the payoff is incredible. It’s given me a reason and
desire to empathize with others that I may have
scoffed off otherwise.
17. Jacobsen: What is Christianity in particular
for you, now?
Sepulveda: The Christian faith has never been a
foundation I could stand on. The arguments for it
essentially fall down to an over-reliance on faith,
hope and the selective interpretation of ambiguous
evidence. In my opinion, it’s just a comforting con
for those who want a sense of certainty to help them
through life.
18. Jacobsen: What is religion or faith to you,
now, in general?
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Sepulveda: Religion is a belief system in which you
have a relationship with a transcendent being that
judges you and your adherence to dogma. These
relationships come in many forms and some aren’t as
strict as others, but most can be summarized in that
way.
19. Jacobsen: Do you believe in a god or gods?
Sepulveda: I haven’t worked out that problem yet.
The arguments for or against the proof of God have
never been conclusive or satisfactory. But if there is
an omniscient being running the show, then free will
cannot exist and it wouldn’t be logically consistent
for it to care what we do. So, I accept the limitations
of my understanding and try to be content with it. I
can always reevaluate later if new evidence comes
along.
20. Jacobsen: For the “nature of problems,” this
reads as if “the fundamentals of problem-solving.”
Can you expand on that, please?
Sepulveda: There are many problems that we can
work on and examine individually that share many
common features that may not be immediately
obvious. For example, when one is driving along a
freeway, the actions of you and everyone else may
seem too emotional to analyze mathematically. But
the same equations used to deduce the safest, most
efficient speed, width and curvature of those
highways came from observing fluid dynamics.
21. Jacobsen: What would comprise a “universally
fair IQ test”? What was the outcome of the
project?
Sepulveda: Most IQ tests have fundamental flaws
the skew the data they gather. Multiple choice
problems give someone the chance to boost their
scores by guessing and many problems rely on
personal experience to understand (especially on
verbal tests). Many test designers try to level the field
by allowing the use of reference material. But this
should not be allowed or required to do well on a
valid test. After several relatively long conversations
on the subject, I designed one that fit my harsh
requirements – X’s and O’s (link provided here).
22. Jacobsen: Are reframing in a survivor and
positive manner rarer than one in which an
individual can become cynical and take an at-odds
with the world stance?
Sepulveda: It’s hard to say. I can’t speak for others,
especially those I don’t know. And statistics (which
claim that one in two people live with some level of
trauma) are only as reliable as the honesty of the
reports they’re founded on. Given how many cases

go unreported, this ratio is likely steeped out of our
favor. And this implies that many of the people we
see on a daily basis are living fairly civil lives despite
the burden they carry. So it likely isn’t as rare at all.
23. Jacobsen: What is your step-father’s – not
father’s – role in your life?
Sepulveda: You could think of us like coworkers
with a shared goal of ensuring my mother’s
happiness. We don’t spend much one-on-one time
together, but we share a mutual respect and know that
we can rely on each other in times of need. Which is
all I could ask for.
24. Jacobsen: What other aspects of the university
system make sense?
Sepulveda: It makes sense to charge someone for the
opportunity to learn a practical skill or trade and it
comes as no surprise that many colleges focus on
medicine, business and criminal justice. Such things
cannot be automated and produce much more
valuable results than undergoing the same process to
study subjects like poetry or music.
25. Jacobsen: What would be a healthy change for
the university system?
Sepulveda: I believe that all necessary changes are
already occurring naturally. Many people are
reevaluating the value they place on secondary
education and most are avoiding pointless degrees
and most colleges focus.
26. Jacobsen: What is an alternative to the
academic system for those who find this does not
work for them financially, educationally, or
organizationally?
Sepulveda: The best alternative that I’m aware of is
Khan University. It’s a free online platform from
which one can receive the exact same quality
education offered by most colleges.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] World Genius Directory.
[2] Individual Publication Date: June 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/sepulvedaone; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.
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An Interview with John Collins on The Message, the Peoples Temple, Jim Jones, and William Marrion
Branham’s Mental Health (Part Six)[A],[B]
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Jim Jones joined The
Message around the time of the formation of the
Peoples Temple. Why is this non-coincidental?
John Collins: This is a subject that can be very
difficult to explain, depending upon the
audience. There are those who are familiar with
William Branham and his faith healing ministry who
are unaware of the “Message” religious cult
following that grew with him through various stages
of his ministry. Some of those stages used different
stage personas.[1] There are those who have escaped
(or are still a member of) Branham’s cult following

who are not aware that their specific version of the
cult had previous or later attempts, with different
stage personas and (to some extent) different sets of
beliefs. Unfortunately, leaders in the “Message”
religious cult that exists today are the ones largely
responsible for creating the “historical William
Branham”, and the version that has been created
bears very little resemblance to the version that
documented history records. These “histories”
certainly do not mention the differences between
stage personas.
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I do my best to explain this in my book, Preacher
Behind the White Hoods: A Critical Examination of
William Branham and His Message. To fully
understand the relationship between Jim Jones,
Peoples Temple, William Branham, and the
“Message”, one must also understand the histories of
each of these entities as well as how and why they
intersect. One must also understand how and why
some of those histories have changed, why they were
re-written, and the strategy behind the alteration.
William Branham did not simply have one
“Message”, whether referring to the group of people
or his collection of doctrine. Most of the history that
exists today has been written based upon his claim to
have been given the “gift of healing” by an “angel” in
May of 1947.[2] Later versions of his stage persona
made this claim, erroneously connecting that date to
the formation of the Nation of Israel, which occurred
May 14, 1948. [3] Those familiar with that version of
the stage persona are unaware that documentation
exists[4] for much earlier “healing revivals”, having
different stage personas, supernatural stories, and
doctrine. It should come as no surprise, since the
first few seconds of Branham’s earliest audio
recording still available for sale starts with the
words, “We’re getting some new gadgets for
recording”[5], and that his April, 1947 sermon predates his claim to have received the “gift” in May of
1947.
In 1947, William Branham’s healing revivals in
Canada became a catalyst for a movement that would
later become known as “Latter Rain” and would
nearly split modern Pentecostalism in half. It was
during this time that Branham began publishing his
“The Voice of Healing” newsletter promoting
himself and other “divine healers”, calling for unity
among all of the revivalists. What resulted is a
movement that became known as the Latter Rain
Revival, Voice of Healing Revival, or simply
“Healing Revival”.[6] Those who leaned towards the
Latter Rain movement and its doctrine included
William Branham[7] and many of his associates,
promoters, campaign team and business
partners. Ministers and evangelists in that camp
referred to their specific style of sermon as the
“Latter Rain Message”,[8] and eventually the
“Message”[9]
Not everyone approved of the Latter Rain movement,
however, due to its extreme doctrinal teachings and
practices. When the Assemblies of God sect of
Pentecostalism severed ties with many of its own
churches[10] and officially declared the movement as
Scripturally unsound, those involved with Latter Rain
were forced to choose sides. Men and women who

worked closely with William Branham, such as A.
W. Rasmussen and Joseph Mattsson-Boze, sided with
Latter Rain. Those opposing this movement viewed
those men and women as heretical. So much so that
some churches forced the removal of their pastors
over the Latter Rain division, and Rev. Jim Jones was
one of those impacted.
After Jones lost his chance at becoming head pastor
of the Laurel Street Church in Indianapolis and
shortly before Peoples Temple was formed, Joseph
Mattson-Boze offered Jim Jones an ordination
certificate into the Independent Assemblies of
God. This was one of the “Latter Rain” sects that
promoted William Branham, and plans were made
for Branham himself to launch Jones’ career as a
“faith healer” at the Cadle Tabernacle in Indianapolis
in June of 1956. Though their union would only last
for a little over one year and two major events, one in
1956[11] and one in 1957,[12] Jones would continue
to defend the “Message”[13] and preach[14] William
Branhams[15] “Manifest Sons of God” doctrine well
into the 1970s. This doctrine was the notion that the
Son of God would be made manifest physically in the
form of a “prophet”, which Branham alleged to be. It
should come as no shock that Jones referred to
himself as The Spoken Word[16]after Branham’s
death in 1965.
Understanding the timeline of the intersection of
these men is critical to understanding the impact it
would have on Jim Jones and Peoples
Temple. Starting in 1953, William Branham began
attempting to distance himself from the Latter Rain
movement[17] while still holding to key elements of
the Manifest Sons of God theology it
produced. Specifically, Branham focused upon his
own deity claims based upon this theology. The
notion of a “prophet god”[18] was a key element to
Branham’s version of this theology, and Branham
claimed that he was “God’s Voice” to the
people.[19] Those familiar with Jim Jones and his
version of the Manifest Sons of God theology will
find it eerily similar, but unfortunately it wasn’t until
recently that Branham’s association to the Manifest
Sons of God theology has gained national
attention.[20] Interestingly, sermons with the title
“Manifested Sons of God” were renamed, apparently
to conceal all traces of Branham’s connection to Jim
Jones.[21]
2. Jacobsen: Who was Jim Jones?
Collins: When the word “cult” is mentioned, images
of Jim Jones and Jonestown immediately begin to
surface. Phrases like, “Don’t drink the Kool-Aid”
have become commonplace due to his legacy; almost
a thousand people were convinced to willingly
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commit mass suicide at Jones’ command by drinking
cyanide-laced Kool-Aid in November 1978. It was
one of the greatest tragedies in the modern world.
Jim Jones was a Pentecostal minister from Indiana
who rose to limited fame in the Post WWII Healing
Revival. With the help of William Branham and
Joseph Mattsson-Boze, Jones’ “Brotherhood
Healing” campaigns[22] gained him quick
recognition in the revival circuits. Locally in
Indianapolis, Jones was recognized for his work
supporting impoverished African Americans and
advocating for Civil Rights. Ironically, this
conflicted with William Branham’s position and his
close ties to white supremacy groups such as the Ku
Klux Klan. Whether because of this or some other
reason, Jones migrated Peoples Temple to Redwood
Valley, California.
Like William Branham, Jones referred to himself as
God’s Voice to the People, referring to his own
sermons as the “Spoken Word” [23] or “Living
Word”. William Branham had claimed shortly
before his death in 1965 that God would return to
earth in the form of a human “prophet”,[24] and
Jones claimed that he, himself was the “Manifested
Son of God”[25] from William Branham’s
theology. Also like Branham’s authority over his cult
following, this theology gave Jones the ultimate
authority over his own cult following.
3. Jacobsen: What happened to some of the
followers of Jones?
Collins: In July 1977, the Peoples Temple cult staged
a mass exodus from California to Guyana. This was
the same year[26] as one of William Branham’s
doomsday predictions,[27] and the prediction that is
most remembered.[28] Peoples Temple members
followed Jones, their “prophet leader” to the South
American jungle seeking utopia. On November 18,
1978, over nine hundred people took their own lives
in murder/suicide, the vast majority of them by
willingly drinking cyanide-laced poison.
4. Jacobsen: Is the claim, by Branham, that he
was mentally unstable relevant here?
Collins: Without a patient to examine, it is difficult
to accurately diagnose mental health. Much
speculation has been presented in the case of Jim
Jones, however, some of which would seem
relevant. According to Professor Gary Maynard,
Jones appeared to suffer from acute Narcissistic
Personality Disorder (NPD) during the last stages of
his life, and likely suffered from at least eight – if not
nine – characteristics of NPD throughout his
life.[29] This disorder would have produced such
violent and paranoid delusions and tendencies that

when combined with Branham’s dangerous theology,
could have been the underlying cause for the
Jonestown Massacre. Had Jones been properly
treated with strong medication and intensive therapy,
the disaster could likely have been prevented.
William Branham, on the other hand, has not had the
same level interest or speculation by mental health
experts. Since Branham died before a similar tragedy
within his own cult following occurred, there haven’t
been many – if any – studies performed as to his
mental stability. There has, however, been some
speculation among former members of his cult
following due to the fact that William Branham
himself frequently admitted to suffering from mental
health issues. Not to mention the similarities
between Branham’s and Jones’ grandiose delusions
and deity claims.
According to Branham, he suffered from mental
health issues since childhood, and mental health
continued to decline with a major event
approximately every seven years.
I’ve been a neurotic all my life. As a little boy there
was something struck me, that scare me, about every
seven years it would happen to me. Brother Jack
remembers when I first started, come off the field for
a year; something just happened.
Branham, William. 1965, Nov 28. On The Wings Of A
Snow White Dove
That being said, we do not have the exact diagnosis
or even a patient to examine. We cannot fully trust
that his own description covers the full extent of his
suffering, or if those descriptions themselves were
the result of an altered state of mind. It is clear by
the examination of his sermon transcripts that
delusions of grandeur became progressively worse
during the latter part of his life, which would appear
to match the decline in mental health for Jim
Jones. Towards the end of his ministry, Branham
began to insinuate that he was the return of the
prophet “Elijah” from the Old Testament, as did
Jones.[30] Branham also alleged that this “Elijah”
(himself) was the “Lord Jesus Christ”.[31]
It is difficult to predict what might have happened
had William Branham not died in 1965, but if
prominent leaders in his religious cult and campaign
team are any example, the path to destruction may
not have been so different from Jones. Branham’s
proto commune called “The Park” in Prescott,
Arizona, which operated under the rule of Leo
Mercer, made national news after it was alleged that
physical and sexual abuse resulted in a cult member’s
killing spree.
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Leo Mercer, a self-proclaimed minister, ran the
park. After Brother Branham’s death in 1965,
Mercer gradually became more authoritative,
employing various forms of punishment. He would
ostracize people from the community and separate
families. Children were beaten for minor infractions
like talking during a march or not tying their shoes.
Mercer would punish girls by cutting their hair, and
force boys to wear girls’ clothing. There was also
evidence that Mercer sexually abused children.[32]
Similar to the final days leading up to the Jonestown
Massacre at the Jonestown compound,[33] the
“Message” compound in Prescott, Arizona became
militant. Children were marched around the
compound military-style and trained to believe that
those outside the commune would be destroyed while
those inside suffering abuse would be “saved.”
Education was not valued in the church, and many
children dropped out of school. Boys were expected
to marry and have children at age 18. Children were
taught they would either go to heaven or burn
forever. People outside the church were considered
“atomic fodder” who would die, while believers
would be saved.[34]
5. Jacobsen: What does the description of
squirrels running through his stomach – so to
speak – in psychotic episodes state about William
Marrion Branham? Is mental instability or
mental illness – though something to be empathic
about – a serious problem, especially in religious
leaders of prominence and influence?
Collins: Throughout his ministry, William Branham
gave very few descriptions of his battle with mental
health. Other than stating that an episode occurred
approximately every seven years, one might assume
that he simply struggled with mild depression or
anxiety. Shortly before his death, however, he
described one of his “neurotic” episodes in full.[35]
And I remember when I finally thought I had enough
money to go to Mayos’ for an examination; they said,
“They’ll find what your trouble is.” Wife and I, and
Becky back there…Sarah was a little, bitty fellow. I
just entered my healing ministry. And we took off to
Mayos’.
I went through the clinic. And the night before I’d
find…had my finals the next morning, I just woke up
and was setting there on the bed looking around. And
I looked out in front of me, and there was a little boy,
looked just like me, about seven years old; and
looked at it, and it was me. And he was standing by
an old snag tree. And on that tree…

Any of you squirrel hunters know you can rub a stick
up and down on a tree like that, and it’ll scare a
squirrel and run him out if he’s in the hollow. And I
was seeing there where that squirrel had been, and I
thought, “What kind of squirrel is that?” and I
rubbed it. And when I did, I looked over and it was
me then about thirty-eight years old, the little boy
was gone. So I rubbed that limb, and out of the
hollow log, pole, come a little squirrel about that
long, dark, almost black, and looked like little
currents flying from him; little bitty beady eyes, the
wickedest looking thing that I ever seen, looked like a
weasel more than a squirrel.
And he looked right at me. And I opened my mouth to
say, “Well…” And when I did, he…Before you
could’ve batted your eye, he flew right into my
mouth, went down into my stomach, and just tearing
me to pieces. And as I come out of the vision, with my
hands up, looking, I went screaming, “O God, have
mercy! It’s killing me!”[36]
This is a serious condition worth considering,
especially with regards to the leader of a religious
movement. Cult leaders claiming “prophecy” and
“visions” often associate their experience with the
supernatural, but very few have admitted having been
in the hospital for a “neurotic episode” at the time
their “vision” occurred. It is surprising that
Branham’s description of this episode have not been
erased from the recordings and transcripts, but even
more surprising that so few of Branham’s followers
are aware that he even entered hospitals seeking
treatment for mental health.
The fact that we are even discussing the question as
to whether or not religious leaders of prominence and
influence displaying symptoms of mental health
instability is concerning is a clear representation of
the nature of the problem. There are those who find
the “supernatural” appealing, so much so that they
suppress their own critical analysis of the person or
persons claiming supernatural powers. When critical
analysis is avoided, the door to disaster is opened. It
should come as no surprise that most of our examples
for religious cult leaders are those who left
mainstream religion for “independent” or “nondenominational” groups having no accountability.
6. Jacobsen: How might this relate to various
claims to prophecies including the ‘prophecy’
about the final tent revival? How did several
ministers interpret this, in terms of a
resurrection?
Collins: I find William Branham’s “tent prophecy” to
be fascinating, no matter which path of study is
taken. For everyone in Branham’s “Message” cult
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following, it is a “prophecy” that is clearly left
unfulfilled, resulting in cognitive dissonance. Yet
each of the many sects and sub-cults within the
“Message” have addressed the internal conflict in a
variety of different ways.
My grandfather taught his church that the final tent
revival William Branham described was a
“prophecy”. William Branham claimed that his “tent
prophecy” was the result of a vision,[37] and that it
was not his voice making this proclamation – it was
“THUS SAITH THE LORD”.[38] After William
Branham’s death in 1965, however, this presented a
huge problem. Either William Branham was a false
prophet,[39] or he must resurrect to fulfill the
“prophecy”. As a result, grandpa began claiming that
William Branham would rise from the
dead.[40] When Branham’s funeral was held at the
Branham Tabernacle, this notion continued to
spread.[41] Over the years, this “resurrection”
became a theme for Easter meetings held at
Branham’s church in Jeffersonville. Pearry Green,
pastor of Branham’s satellite church in Tucson,
Arizona, added fuel to the fire by making the same
claim.[42]
Though I vividly remember my grandfather, aunts,
and uncles discussing the “resurrection” at family
events, Grandpa’s public version of his beliefs did
not match his private. Over time, Grandpa denied
such a belief to non-members of the cult – especially
news reporters[43] – while privately continuing to
claim that Branham would resurrect for one final tent
revival. Whether because of this or not, other sects
within the “Message” cult did not believe in
a physical resurrection. Both myself and former
members of other “Message” sects also heard pastors
who claimed that the “tent prophecy” was a “spiritual
tent”, while others claimed that the “vision” was
merely speculation instead of “prophecy”.
Taking a step back from all of this, it’s difficult to
imagine that so many people have held onto this
belief of a “tent prophecy” and/or a “resurrection” for
so many decades. Back when William Branham
made the claim, and revivalists were gathering large
crowds to attend “tent revivals”, this might have
seemed probable. In today’s world, with so many
convention centers, sports arenas, and other buildings
available to rent, it is highly improbable that a “tent”
would be the preferred place of gathering. Even
towards the end of his life, the enthusiasm over the
notion of a “tent revival” was dwindling – most
people prefer the controlled climate of a properlyventilated building with a good heating and air
system.
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Abstract
Christian is a Philosopher that comes from Belgium. What identifies him the most and above all is simplicity,
for everything is better with “vanilla flavour.” Perhaps, for this reason, his intellectual passion is criticism
and irony, in the sense of trying to reveal what “hides behind the mask,” and give birth to the true. For him,
ignorance and knowledge never “cross paths.” What he likes the most in his leisure time, is to go for a walk
with his wife. He discusses: the main forces at play in international affairs and politics; economics create a
basis for peace-time and war-time; current conflagrations between the two juggernauts, China and the
United States, and the fraying of the European Union, the freeing itself of colonial rule in Latin America, and
the continual self-impoverishment of the Russian Federation due to expenses diverted from the direct
wellbeing of its people; China or is the United States acting in a more irresponsible manner; Brexit; Latin
America – Central and South America; Russian Federation; Sino-Russian relations; the Middle East; New
Political Cosmogonia; imperialist ambitions of the United States; the East and the West; a just state; an
equitable state; a just state and an equitable state of a nation come together; materials goods necessary to live
a modern base life; pyramidal cascade of grace; member countries of the European Union fighting one
another; biological terrorism; Different governments – leftist, rightist, centrist, and the derivatives; a global
culture with men having more sense and acting with more maturity; biological terrorist attacks emanating
from China; if the European Union fractionates; the majority of this ongoing political and economic tension;
the confrontation one and the other ‘will be killed’”; the dumb hunting traps placed on the road for President
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Trump by the Chinese; acting in a more irresponsible manner; many Russians blinded with a love for Putin;
the greatest leader now; the Americans, the Russians, and the Chinese; authoritarian or liberal democratic
tendencies; the looming threats of anthropogenic climate change and nuclear catastrophe; the earliest
recorded moment of anti-Semitism; anti-Semitism developed over time; experienced any of this in personal
life; hatred used as a political tool; the support of some fundamentalist Christian sects for the Jewish people
out of some biblical prophecy of the end of day; anti-Semitism portrayed in media; important ways to combat
anti-Semitism; effective authors, speakers, organizations, and movements in culture to reduce the fear,
stereotyping, and hatred of Jewish peoples; “Messianic” and “Messianic Era”; Jewish peoples in the
“Masada massacre”; forms of intelligence seem strongest in Jewish peoples; wife attacked by an Islamic
fundamentalist; a form of blaming Jewish peoples simply for being Jewish; any deep meaning to “Jewish pig”
; Jewish peoples become a common group rather than others as an outsourcing of blame for political
ineptitude; chosen people; Christian theologians justify group bigotry over one person’s act of murder of
their claimed Messiah; Spielberg; Golda; fundamentalist Christian idea in the United States of hoping for the
annihilation of the Jewish peoples for Christ to come back in glory; Jung; Freud; cultural strength behind
this for the Jewish peoples; g; counter this theological excuse; the “reins” of the most influential and strategic
spheres; a literal protection or more of a metaphorical protection; questioning if theology is even useful
anymore, or is it more of an intellectual exercise; Christian theology; the conscious the unconscious; the two
points of contact; “weak thinking”; cognitive neuroscience; god talk; the world of Academia; dead
academics; the language and vital energy of the unconscious; the barrier between the conscious and the
unconscious; the conscious and the unconscious; if we integrate with digital computers; the next reasonable
step in the advancement of psychopharmacology; aberrant psychological constellations of traits aren’t
considered disorders, now, should be seen as disorders; and mental illnesses, syndromes, and disorders are
formally psychological issues or psychiatric diagnoses but will likely be removed as the science of the mind
advances.
Keywords: Christian Sorenson, politics, psychology, religion.
An Interview with Christian Sorenson on Politics, Religion, and Psychology (Part Five)[1] ,[2]
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Let’s talk a bit about
the current political moment or, rather, moments,
the various forces at play in the world. What do
you consider the main forces at play in
international affairs and politics?

if those felt “differences,” are in a framework of
“political fundamentalism” or “theocratic policies,”
then it could be expected, that rather than being
assimilated, they are going to be “introjected” by
exercising “violence of conscience.”

Christian Sorenson: Even if it is a premature
diagnosis, since neither the international community
nor the United States has become aware of it, I think
there has been a “deep schism,” and probably with
“no-return,” which I will name as “new political
cosmogonia.” The “hegemonic power” of the United
States, in all senses, and its “imperialist expansion
ambitious,” have been “neutralized” and “forcluded”
by a big giant. If this is so, then the main
“paternalistic leader,” and “protector” of the West
has been “displaced,” and lost his place, with remote
possibilities of being able to reposition itself again.
Obviously, if it is “not one,” then it is “the other,”
however beyond that, is presumable, that the control
that the East will exercise over the West, from now
on, is going to be based on a policy profile that could
be denominated as “passive-aggressive submission,”
because will not only imply an “ideological turn”
tending towards the “left side,” but also “cultural disencounters,” that are going to unleash greater
“conflicts” than those that already existed. Therefore,

2. Jacobsen: How does economics create a basis
for peace-time and war-time?
Sorenson: Depending, if respectively they promote
“human solidarity,” through the development of a
more “just” and “equitable “society, that allows
“material-goods,” to be “reachable” and “profitable”
by everyone. Or if instead, what they encourage is the
“social-class struggle,” accentuating the “gap”
between the most rich and poor people, whether by
“liberalizing” or “capitalizing” everything, including
those “goods,” that constitute “basic rights,” such as
“education” and “health.” And basing their
“enrichment philosophy,” on a “distorted preconception” that believes that there should be a sort
of “pyramidal cascade of grace,” between the “apex”
of the most powerful, and the “base” of the most
dispossessed.
3. Jacobsen: Looking at the current conflagrations
between the two juggernauts, China and the
United States, and the fraying of the European

1 SEPTEMBER 2020 | ISSU 23 | IN-SIGHT | 217
© 2012-2020 In-Sight Publishing. All rights reserved.

ISSN 2369-6885

Union, the freeing itself of colonial rule in Latin
America, and the continual self-impoverishment
of the Russian Federation due to expenses
diverted from the direct wellbeing of its people,
how are the United States and China going to
resolve this issue? Some related questions to
follow.
Sorenson: It does not seem to me, that there is a
liberation from colonial rule in Latin America, nor in
Europe. In fact, I think it is quite “the opposite,”
since there is a strong “interventionism,” of the
“Chinese-Russian-Iranian” trio in countries with
leftist governments, and also an insistent attempt to
“undermine and overthrow,” liberal democracies.
Interventionism, has been direct and comprehensive
in “socialist-oriented” governments such as
Venezuela, Nicaragua, and until recently Bolivia.
Simultaneously there are “militarized” invading
actions “economically camouflaged,” as is the case of
Argentina, with the project that aims to build a
Chinese nuclear reactor next year. Something similar,
occurs in a more accentuated form in the European
continent, being even worse, since we currently can
verify how “their own colonies, are now colonizing
them.” The “dismemberment” of the European
Union, has been “indirectly” induced by the Iranian
influence, with China’s back-up, and “directly” by
the large migratory masses since 2015, which
together with the “terrorist attacks,” have
collaborated to destabilize its “economies” and
“policies,” because the member countries have come
into conflicts with each other. Actually I believe,
that’s not possible any more to talk about “terrorist
attacks,” as something light and simply, due to the
fact that a “new category” has emerged for me, which
I will name as “biological terrorism.” Therefore, it
would be necessary to differentiate between those
that are of “explosive nature” and the latter. The
above could be said, based on what has happened
with the “pandemic” in Europe, since it can be
clearly stated in my opinion, that its origin was due to
“biological terrorist attacks” perpetrated by China,
who differed from the “classic ones,” by the fact that
“terrorists,” instead from being “loaded with
explosives,” now they charge themselves “with
viruses.” The fate of the European Union, taking into
account the “accumulated crisis,” that was already
drafting, which by the way also has triggered strong
“separatists” and “nationalists movements,” along
with the “shocks” of the pandemic, has shown its
worst face even with their owns, as with what has
happened to Italy and Spain, in which they “turned
their backs” against them. I feel that all this
“catastrophic constellation,” shows above everything,
that at this moment the European Union is in “the

intensive care unit,” and that this story is ultimately
“a chronicle of an announced death.” I see that the
escalation of aggressions, has been increasing, not
only between the United States and China, but also
with the Russian Federation, which in others, diverts
all its resources towards the “arming race” held for
long with the States, and that lately has also
intervened in favor of its ally. Given the “fatal
dynamic condition” of the current political situation,
I believe that within at least the “near future,” there is
no solution to the conflict between the United States
and China. And even more, it is sustainable to think
that what we are “experiencing,” is already a “third
world war on going.”
4. Jacobsen: Is China or is the United States
acting in a more irresponsible manner? If both,
what way for either?
Sorenson: For me it’s like a “Rottweiler fighting
against a snake,” both are “lethals,” and from the
confrontation one and the other “will be killed.” I
believe, that China clearly “committed the murder,”
and now is trying to arrange the disaster, that by the
way also got out of control from them, by “hiding”
with “eastern unflappability” the “weapon,” and the
“corpse.” Nevertheless, and “this is the apple of
discord,” President Trump, but not the United States,
has made the mistake of “over acting,” and falling in
every “dumb hunting traps” that the Chinese have
“placed on the road.”
5. Jacobsen: With Brexit, and the cascade of
negative effects following from this, what is the
likely outcome for the integrity – economic,
political, inter-national/intra-regional – of the
European Union in the 2020s?
Sorenson: There has always been an “historical
constant” on the European continent, that is that
“history repeats itself, over and over again.” If this is
right, then this time it will not be the exception, and
things shouldn’t be quite different from before.
Although, apparently the cause of the dissolution of
the European Union will be attributed to Brexit, since
at least for me is a “fact,” that “this is the end,” I feel
that paradoxically, that will rather be due to the
“strengthening of Germany,” more than anything
else. The “deepest wound” that Europe has had until
now, which lastly will “emerge” in some way or
another if the crisis of the pandemic is overcome, is
the “resentment feeling” that exists, against
Germany, after its “refused” to provide aid in favor
of the “most affected” Schengen countries.
6. Jacobsen: Latin America – Central and South
America – have been under the thumb of colonial
rulership for a long, long time. Some of the more
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recent have been the coups and invasions by the
United States and others. With a shuffling off
their backs of the colonial rule of the United States
and others, how will this increased freedom of
economic and political activity create a foundation
for more just and equitable societies as
determined and decided by the peoples of Latin
America?
Sorenson: In my opinion is a situation of “out-out,”
since “neither one nor the other serves, nor offers any
solution.” Central and South America, have what in
my opinion are “infra and supra structural” problems,
since respectively there are serious “economic” and
“educational” “gaps” between the “extreme poverty”
that represents the majority of the population, which
in many cases is even more accentuated when it’s
related to indigenous, and the “richest” by the other
side who are a minority. At the same time, the
presence of “colonial ambitions” through the most
empowered countries, that are “vying for the same
steak,” by “strengthening” the “factual powers” of
“local governments,” in exchange for “agreeing” to
be intervened, by “sacrificing their own people,” in
order to obtain geo-political advantages or
economical benefits, over their natural resources, as
is the case, for example, with Venezuela’s oil, does
not precisely improves the “state of affairs” on this
continent. The only solution from my point of view,
is “one that is absurd,” in order to arrive to more just
and equitable societies. That would be something
analogous to “empty” the continent of their people
and resources, and in that way by “eliminating the
bitch, the dog cam would be ended.”
7. Jacobsen: The Russian Federation continues its
long run under a former KGB operative,
President Vladimir Putin, while its GDP remains
below Canada with a significantly higher
population than Canada. This single metric can
sing a thousand songs and a tell a hundred tales.
What is the sustainability of the situation for the
Russian Federation?
Sorenson: I feel that, its people, their nationalism,
and the “blinded love” towards Putin.
8. Jacobsen: How will Sino-Russian relations
develop as Russian & American antagonisms
remain below the surface and Chinese &
American antagonisms remain above it?
Sorenson: From now on, I do not think that there
will continue to be “antagonisms” of any kind or
“changes, regarding their positions,” in the “powerrelations” between them. Rather what’s going to
arrive, is a “maintained “or “fixed” “position-power”
on what regards the Russian Federation and China

from one side, and the United States from the other.
Being in this “dynamic,” the existence of
“resignation and submission,” the “most prevalent
feelings” of this last, since for this nation they won’t
be “enough resources” nor “state of minds” in order
to face “anything powerfully.”
9. Jacobsen: Will the Middle East continue to be
unstable?
Sorenson: I feel in this case, that there are
“questions” that “really aren’t,” and “problems” that
“do not exist,” when respectively what is happening,
is that the “answer” is “known beforehand,” and the
“solution” is “nowhere.”
10. Jacobsen: For this New Political Cosmogonia,
does this mean a largely bipolar world (China and
the United States) shifting into a multipolar world
(when more than bi-)?
Sorenson: According to this “New Political
Cosmogonia,” the United States would be “deprofiled,” as the “world’s leading power,” and with
that, the world is going to cease to be a “bipolarbased” on two main blocks, western and eastern
respectively, and instead should moved to a “tripolarbased” conformation, sustained on “three
fundamental poles,” around of which all countries
will gravitate. One of them would be around China,
the other will focus on the United States and a third
would be constituted by the European countries,
which regardless of whether or not the European
Union will continue existing, still will remain
forming a single bloc in terms of “extra-European
policies.” In this regard, Europe, as the “third pole,”
is going to try to occupy an “intermediate” position,
that would serve to “mediate” between the “other
two,” against matters that may cause conflicts that
put world peace at risk. Nevertheless, this last, “deep
down” would be a “strategical way,” to obtain greater
“commercials” and “economics” benefits.
11. Jacobsen: For the imperialist ambitions of the
United States, how will continued escalations or
conflagrations harm both countries? How will
their feuding impact nations closest in their
economic and politics networks?
Sorenson: In my opinion, this crisis that “affects
hopelessly” the United States, will be seen by many
of the countries that were close until now, as a
“negative influence,” from which it is better to stay
away, so as not to be economically or politically in
risk. The “marriage of convenience,” that many
countries had with the States, taking advantage of the
“display of power” that was exhibited, is going to
“cool down” and “take distance,” and will ultimately

1 SEPTEMBER 2020 | ISSU 23 | IN-SIGHT | 219
© 2012-2020 In-Sight Publishing. All rights reserved.

ISSN 2369-6885

leave the United States, “quite alone” on the world
stage.
12. Jacobsen: How will the East and the West
continue to pull apart from one another
culturally? How will this cultural arrogance in
either case exhibit itself?
Sorenson: The East, always has thought that “if it is
more, then is better.” They operate on a
“quantitative,” and not with a “qualitative” basis,
because they intend to sustained their power, through
a “purely numerical approach.” It is for this reason, in
my opinion that one of its primary objectives has
been to “invade” the world by “over-populating” it
from their eastern countries, and by using this
“population superiority,” as a means to introduce
their “own cultures,” pretending through a “passiveimposition” or “passive-resistance,” to bypass every
other culture. In this sense, they have no intentions of
living “harmoniously” and “respectfully” with the
other ones, and much less they intend to “integrate”
with them. What they actually seek, is to “invade”
and “conquer” the West by “coercion,” similar as
happened in “Sandokan’s” tale, with the “expressed
desire” of making any Western cultural vestige, to
lastly “disappear.”
13. Jacobsen: What is a just state?
Sorenson: A state, that watches over the “common
good,” and respects “distributive justice,”
understanding by this, the fact that everyone, has the
“same right” of access to “property.”
14. Jacobsen: What is an equitable state?
Sorenson: A state, that respects and defends “human
dignity” above all things, since does not
discriminates in function of ethnic, cultural and
beliefs differences.
15. Jacobsen: How do a just state and an equitable
state of a nation come together? What countries
represent this tendency?
Sorenson: I feel, that this would be possible if those
who “rule nations” were really the “best prepared”
ones, from an “intellectual” and “deontological”
point of view, and if they took into account, that
“power” must be used exclusively to “serve people.”
In my opinion, at the moment there is “no country”
capable to represent this trend. I affirm the above, not
because I believe that just and equitable nations
“were an ideal,” but rather the opposite, because I am
convinced, that nations “as they are,” are in turn
“perfectibles,” and therefore it is actually possible to
reach that aspiration as a “goal-model.”

16. Jacobsen: In these contexts of materials goods
necessary to live a modern base life, what makes
them rights rather than privileges?
Sorenson: I believe in fact, that they not only
“collaborate,” either “directly” or “indirectly” in the
“production chain,” but also and primarily, that they
are “essential” for its existence. And therefore, it is
logical to assume that is a right for them, to have
“access” and “participate profitably” of it.
17. Jacobsen: This pyramidal cascade of grace,
this trickling down hypothesis, what does this
mean for populations in destitute circumstances in
some peoples in the Middle East, in some states of
the African Union, and in several transitioning
economies in Asia? Will they replicate this form of
life and waterfall economy or shirk it entirely?
Sorenson: What this “pyramid” means to me, is that
“grace” must flow towards the base after has
“overflowed” the apex. That is once the “wealth”
exceeds the “abundance to the richest,” it should drip
downward, until “gravity” reaches to the “most
deprived.” According to this approach, “wealth”
would flow “only in one direction,” and depending
on the “scraps discarded” by the richest. As a “goods
distribution system,” it seems to me that not only is
applicable in these places, but also that it is
“convenient” and “coherent” with them to do so.
Since they are regions, where what exists is people
that acts as “human masses” or “human hordes,” and
therefore that are “easily manipulable,” due to the
extreme conditions of “poverty” and “lack of
education” in which they live. When I think in this
“philosophy of life,” I remember the Christian
“image” of “the poor Lazarus,” who stood under the
table along with dogs, waiting for the rich to drop a
“crumb of bread to spare.”
18. Jacobsen: How are the member countries of
the European Union fighting one another?
Sorenson: Since they all, have ever made statements
of “mutual rights” and “human rights,” that they
promised to defend and aid, but when they have to
“pass into act,” and “put their hands in pockets” in
order to pull out money, then they “back down,” for
defending their own “nationalist interests,” to the
detriment of those who regard the European
community.
19. Jacobsen: Any other examples of the proposed
“biological terrorism”?
Sorenson: In a similar context, but not as an
“unprecedented fact,” as it happened with China.
They can be pointed out, some epidemics in Africa,
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such as Ebola, which show evident “external
intervention.”
20. Jacobsen: Different governments – leftist,
rightist, centrist, and the derivatives – come from
different sensibilities. Different forms of
governance imply different leadership. To prevent
global civilizational collapse, what forms of
government make most sense now? Obviously, we
cannot continue to have petty intra-regional and
inter-national (nation to nation) squabbles. It
seems unsustainable with the power of technology
and the integration of the world’s various deeply
interdependent networks.
Sorenson: If all “forms of governments,” from the
most “purist” to the more “eclectic” ones, have
demonstrated their “inability” to satisfy the
“demands” of people, regardless of their nationalities.
And on the other hand, not even with the “alternation
in power,” they have managed to “fulfill” their
“expectations.” Then it is presumable to conclude,
that at present time none of them will be capable of
preventing a global collapse, and therefore it is
necessary to develop a “novel conception” of these.
In order to reach that goal, two conditions would be
necessary. Respectively, to “re-define” a new original
principle, and to “centralize” the entire world
government in “just one.” Regarding the first of
them, it is essential to understand, that all the forms
emerged until now, have born from “ideal
associations,” that after being theorized, were
implemented into practice, by making “reality to fit”
abruptly into them, as if they were “rigid molds.”
Based on the latter, it would be required to follow an
“opposite method” of process, by first of all,
developing “citizen consultations,” in order to allow
people, based on their “needs and priorities” to reach
and define it first, and by “raising” afterwards an
“ideal-form.” In consequence, the achievement of a
“flexible” and “adaptable” conception related to
“reality” and to a “theoretical model” of government
as well, would ultimately make them “fit-ables” and
run more smoothly in practice.
21. Jacobsen: Following from the previous
question, what types of governances are needed as
reflected by particular leadership styles – as those
seen in leaders in the past?
Sorenson: In my opinion, “none of them” are
needed. The first thing to do, would be to “centralize”
the entire world government, physically speaking in
“one, and only one entity,” And then, to “transfer”
leadership towards people, by focusing its
“management” on them, in such a way that “who
rules,” only plays an “auditory” and “subsidiary”
control role.

22. Jacobsen: Jerry Seinfeld joked, one time,
about men, more or less, living as if low-level
superheroes in our own little worlds. Mencken
remarked on the vanity of most men and the sense
of most women. What could build a global culture
with men having more sense and acting with more
maturity (not seeing themselves as the center of
the universe on a superhero’s crusade for justice,
truth)? Those sensibilities leading to an electorate
and a leadership, if male, with more realitytesting, a balanced sense of the real world, and a
balanced intelligence. I note far more variance in
reality-testing ability of men and in the
manifestations of intelligence in men with power,
title, and influence.
Sorenson: I feel that, through a “global culture,” that
“dethrones” all kinds of “phallic images” in society,
and that promotes and protects “trans-gender
ideology” since school education, and in turn also
empowers “trans-gender parent families.”
23. Jacobsen: What is the evidence for the claim of
an origin of biological terrorist attacks emanating
from China rather than a bat-to-human
transmission of a coronavirus in a Chinese wet
market? Isn’t the latter more in line with the vast
majority of evidence, reportage, and the principle
of parsimony?
Sorenson: If there is something for which the
“evidences” provided by the authorities in this “plandemic” are useful, is that allows to be “certain” of
“what it is not being.” For this reason, we must be
thankful of the “childish evidences” facilitated, and
the “parsimony” of them, but in a “simplistic sense,”
since their contributions with all kinds of absurd
explanations, “do not resist any kind of logical
analysis.” For naming only some, this happened for
example, with the “hypothesis of cross
contamination,” when at that time “bats” were in
their “hibernation period,” and therefore were not
traded in markets. Or what occurred, regarding the
assumption that the “virus was of natural origin,”
when in its genetic mapping, shows cuts at four
points with “grafts from the HIV virus.”
If we want to argue about “real evidences,” to see if
such “conspiracy theory” mentioned by me, “hits the
target or not,” and watch out because probably will
not be the only one, since other dozen of “viruses,”
have already been synthesized at the “Chinese
Military Academy of Medical Sciences,” in order to
evaluate the impact over humans. Then it might be
helpful to verify that “this bat-virus,” is almost “notimmunogenic,” that is to say with zero immunogenic
capacity, which should not exist in viruses of natural
origin. What this last means, is that those who have
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overcome “the contagion,” will be infected “again
and again” until they probably die, and therefore,
there is no such “community or herd immunity,”
neither “categories of supposed recovered patients,”
since mathematically, and strictly speaking, they
have the “same probability” of dying that the
“uninfected” ones. And consequently, the search for
“herd immunity” is a big error because does nothing
else but to “accelerate” the death of people. In this
sense this “virus,” in my opinion is a sort of
“highlander-type killing machine,” that will never
disappear, unless the population disappears first, or a
treatment is discovered.
Somehow, in summary, I believe in this case and
regarding evidences, that “the content of this wine
bottle, is more important than its label.”
24. Jacobsen: If the European Union fractionates,
what will be the outcome in Western Europe and
Eastern Europe?
Sorenson: I think, Eastern Europe would especially
regress in its “economy,” and will probably be more
largely exposed to the influence of the Russian
Federation. Regarding Western Europe, the
“superiority” of the re-unification of Germany would
be felt, and become even stronger. In turn, the
countries that were always like “poor and retarded
brothers,” such as Spain and Portugal, but which
were the “trailers pulled” until now by the European
Union, would return to “their small town country
place of yesteryears.” And perhaps, the strengthening
of “local nationalisms,” will lead to the “separation”
and “independence” of some regions, and therefore
definitely “fracture” some countries, such as Spain,
Belgium and maybe Italy.
25. Jacobsen: Can the majority of this ongoing
political and economic tension reflect itself as a
war-time scenario happening in real-time on the
internet?
Sorenson: I feel that, instead of being a scenario of
war-time, happening on the internet, is rather the
“time scenario,” of a “third world war,” which is
underway through “the timing” of a “war of
communications.”
26. Jacobsen: You note “the confrontation one
and the other ‘will be killed’.” Why both?
Sorenson: Because I believe President Trump “is
wrong,” when he invokes “inside its conscience,” the
“lex Talionis” regarding “an aye for an eye,” and “a
tooth for… A tooth.” Since his “response,” is being
given in an “outside-other register” than the one gave
by the Chinese in their “offensive,” and what is
worse, that is “out-of-timing.” If this is actually

occurring, then is logical to imagine, that if the
“escalation of hostilities” continues, President
Trump, is going to feel “cornered,” and therefore will
react by making a “forceful attack,” wishing to make
China “disappear,” either in a “real” or “imaginary”
sense. This last, in turn would lead to China to
respond, by giving a “final thrust” to the United
States.
27. Jacobsen: What have been the dumb hunting
traps placed on the road for President Trump by
the Chinese?
Sorenson: It should be noted that of all, the first
“dumb hunting trap,” was placed by the same
President Trump “on himself.” When until recently,
he did not “stop flaunting” about his “super-powers,”
perhaps as a way of “over-compensating” the “length
of his ties.” Indeed, I think that in this case, one of
“the principles” fulfilled, is the one that says that “if
you tell me of what you presume, I will tell you what
you lack.” Other “decoys,” in which he has fallen,
were to “minimize” the severity of the epidemic, by
adopting a “denialist attitude,” even in relation to the
consequences that could affect the United States. To
some extent they were expressly consented, since
until now its “main concern,” is not to slow down the
economy, especially in relation to “sea cruises,” that
are businesses in which he has a “stake.” Likewise,
his “deafness,” to listen at everyone, but especially to
the scientific advisers, who had been warning for two
years, about the need to take measures to prevent this
incoming pandemic. And the worst of all, I would say
“the thorn in its back,” which is the bad habit to “disappreciate” the threats of the most dangerous
enemies. Not only “not realizing,” that “there is no
small enemy” but what is even more serious, by the
fact of not being aware that the “worst enemy,”
sometimes arrives to be “the smallest of all.”
28. Jacobsen: Is China or is the United States
acting in a more irresponsible manner? If both,
what way for either?
Sorenson: I think, they are both irresponsible. China,
was irresponsible at the beginning, because apart
from the “global damage,” caused “intentionally” by
them, did not “dimensioned” that it was going to “be
greater” than imagined, and that additionally the
situation was going to get “out of control.” For its
part, the United States was not responsible “before”
the beginning, when having all the resources in its
hands, “refused” to take “preventive measures,” to
avoid the pandemic. And by the way, it is also doing
so now, since has “overlapped” economy above
everything, including the “lives and rights of its
citizens,” and because instead of “resolving” the
conflict with China has “increasingly accentuated” it,
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that in the best of scenarios, will leave us all in a
“New Cold War.”
29. Jacobsen: Why are many Russians blinded
with a love for Putin?
Sorenson: Because they see in Putin, the image of a
“Siberian bear,” who at the same time is “wild” and
has “refined tastes.” “Protector” of his country, but
“sensitive” and “close” to people. With a “strong
temper,” capable of dominating a tiger, only with his
“personal charm,” as well as getting the rest of the
world to “respect” him, and “think twice” before
“wanting” to start any conflict.
30. Jacobsen: Who seems like the greatest leader
now? I do not mean power of military, size of
economy, and popularity in the polls. I mean
character and virtue required for true leadership.
Sorenson: I feel that “Pope Francis I,” especially
when it “comes to mind,” his “passion” for soccer,
and when I think about the “character” and “virtues,”
of the “simpleton priest of my town.”
31. Jacobsen: Are the Americans, the Russians,
and the Chinese – their respective ruling and
governing elites – willing to continue in an
indefinite stalemate?
Sorenson: Maybe now, but “maybe not” after we
enter the “Messianic era.”
32. Jacobsen: Will authoritarian or liberal
democratic tendencies win out in the end?
Sorenson: I don’t think so, since both are a “failure.”
But I also believe, that the “best government,” is
going to be the one that arises, after “money has been
eliminated” from the world.
33. Jacobsen: What about the looming threats of
anthropogenic climate change and nuclear
catastrophe?
Sorenson: I believe that currently, there is a
“planning” strategy that searches to “eliminate”
almost all the world population, and expects to leave
at the end, no more than one hundred million
inhabitants. This basically would be executed through
“biological controls,” exercised by the “progressive
introduction” of untreated diseases, poverty and
famine. The goal, is to start a “novel civilization,”
mainly based on “technological” and “molecular
genetics” developments, in order to improve and
facilitate the “foundation” of other forms of societies,
sustained on new “anthropological” conceptions and
“ethical” values.
34. Jacobsen: A lot of the thinking in the world is
dichotomous. In that, there is a claim to some

binary invisible ordering of our lives. One of the
forms in which this arises in the concept of good
and evil, god and the devil, angels and demons,
and the good people and the bad people. Some of
the manifestations of this can take the form of
ethnic hatreds. One of those is anti-Semitism.
What seems like the earliest recorded moment of
anti-Semitism?
Sorenson: One of the most recorded images I have,
is the site and massacre of “Masada” by the Romans.
I feel that it is not only a demonstration of antiSemitism, but also the “exhibition,” in its greatest
splendor, of what “human cowardice and cruelty” can
reach.
35. Jacobsen: How has anti-Semitism developed
over time, fractionated into different forms?
Sorenson: I feel that throughout history, “the theme,”
has not varied regardless of whether it was the
Inquisition, Nazism or the persecution of Egypt.
Since, we have always “been envied” for being the
chosen people, or for having a greater degree of
intelligence, and “strategically control the world
since ever.”
36. Jacobsen: Fundamentally, anti-Semitism is a
perception of the world as one divided in the
manner mentioned before with good people and
bad people. Good people are those are nonSemites and the bad people are those who are
Semites. Then the rest of a hatred, prejudice, and
bigotry follow from this. Have you experienced
any of this in personal life?
Sorenson: Indirectly yes, when my wife was once
brutally attacked by an Islamic fundamentalist,
unfortunately these cases go “unpunished,” as
authorities justifies the aggressors as “poor
deranged,” who were provoked by the “mere
presence” of a Jew. Directly also, since “my sweet
childhood,” I guess so. When among other things, my
stepfather often reminded me that I was a “Jewish
pig.”
37. Jacobsen: How is this form of hatred used as a
political tool?
Sorenson: I think they have always been used as a
“scape-goat,” and with a “double standard” to divert
attention and blame the Jews, due to “the political
ineptitude” they have to rule their nations.
38. Jacobsen: What is the nature of the support of
some fundamentalist Christian sects for the
Jewish people out of some biblical prophecy of the
end of days, or some such thing? How is this taken
so seriously as to be politically consequential in
places like the United States?
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Sorenson: I believe that the most “classical and
common accusation,” from the religious point of
view, is to blame Jews of “having murdered Christ,”
and therefore they are obliged to “pay eternally” for
that sin. In the United States, the racist idea of
thinking that they “transmit genetic defects,” that
spoil the purity of a supposed “superior race,” has
gained a lot of strength in “white supremacist
groups.” And from a political sight, the “Zionist
conspiracy theory,” such as the “Andean plan” to
appropriate the “world’s freshwater reserves” in the
Patagonia of South America, which among others is
becoming increasingly popular, since according
these, Jews would try to “globally control” through
the economy, communications and politics, in order
to “seize all the resources,” and “dominate the entire
world.”
39. Jacobsen: How is anti-Semitism portrayed in
media?
Sorenson: Through the press, showing a “biased”
vision of Israel, and in turn associating it with a
“Nazi state” that commits “genocidal crimes” against
Palestinians. Also by “ridiculing” the Orthodox
diaspora communities, through “any type of events
and circumstances.” And “hypocritically promoting,”
all kinds of means that strengthen the “boycott
against Israel.” The aforementioned, is what they
currently denominate mainly in Europe, as “antiZionism,” which in my opinion, is nothing more than
a “cynical excuse” to hide the “real face of the new
anti-Semitism.”
40. Jacobsen: What are important ways to combat
anti-Semitism?

42. Jacobsen: What do you mean by “Messianic”
and “Messianic Era”?
Sorenson: What will occur when the “diasporic
exile” of Jewish people ends, because we all are
going to return to Israel. And when all nations,
recognize “its anointed,” the God of Israel who will
be invested to “rule both,” Jewish people and the rest
of humanity, so that “peace and justice reigns.”
43. Jacobsen: What things were done to Jewish
peoples in the “Masada massacre”?
Sorenson: In the context of the First Roman Jewish
War, the Jews “were besieged” by the troops of the
Roman Empire, and when they saw that “defeat was
imminent,” they carried out a “collective suicide,”
which in my opinion is a “symbol of self-affirmation
and resistance” as Jewish people, who prefer death
rather than to “bend themselves” or “be slaves
again.”
44. Jacobsen: What forms of intelligence seem
strongest in Jewish peoples? Is this innate, culture,
or both? How so in any case?
Sorenson: I think it’s definitely an “innate, racial and
genetic superiority of general intelligence,” inherited
from the mother, recognized by many, “likes it who
wants to,” and “annoys it to whoever,” equivalent on
average, to “one standard deviation” above the
general adult population.
45. Jacobsen: How was your wife attacked by an
Islamic fundamentalist? Where was this? What
were the health consequences?

Sorenson: I feel that first of all, and along with “not
being afraid of anti-Semitism,” is to apply what for
me is the “golden rule,” this is “we must respect and
make ourselves respected.” And secondly, that we
“do not have to hide,” quite the contrary, “we must
dare to show ourselves,” and “feel proud of our
customs and of being Jews.”

Sorenson: It happened here in Belgium, once we
were walking back home, a guy pulled out a firearm
and aimed it at her head, yelling that “she was a
Jewish bitch and that the next time, he would put a
bullet in her head.” My wife was terrified, and for a
long time felt afraid even to go outside. Says that she
doesn’t wants to see an Islamic fundamentalist close
to her never again in life.

41. Jacobsen: Finally, who have been effective
authors, speakers, organizations, and movements
in culture to reduce the fear, stereotyping, and
hatred of Jewish peoples?

46. Jacobsen: Following from the last question,
does this reflect a form of blaming Jewish peoples
simply for being Jewish and being in the presence
of an anti-Semite?

Sorenson: From a political point of view I think we
have great examples like “Golda Mier.” Culturally
speaking Steven Spielberg, has made important
contributions regarding the “collective unconscious.”
As well, all Jewish community organizations or
leagues in diaspora, such as anti-Semitic ones, those
of social aid, like Wizo, and Maguen Adom, or with
lay- religious purposes, as Chabad and reformists.

Sorenson: In my opinion, it “reflects much more”
than the pure “simplicity” of that. And in turn, is
“much more serious,” since if “hypothetically”
someone arrives to eventually “feels that hate”
towards Jews, in the silent and “private sphere” of its
personal conscience, which in itself is already
“something despicable” … Then, nothing has to do
with the rest, or with the fact “of believing” that since
the aforementioned, there’s something similar to a
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“kind of right and freedom,” that authorizes someone
for “acting-out” those “irrational beliefs,” through
“intolerant” and “aggressive behaviors,” that
afterwards are justified by “mental distortions” of
fanaticism, that judges them as “licitly-good actions,”
or that are “passively protected,” by the “blindness”
of justice, that “prefers to hide all the grime under the
carpet,” pretending to “make believe” that nothing
bad has happened, in order “to protect the political
image” of the authorities on duty.
47. Jacobsen: Is there any deep meaning to
“Jewish pig” or is this simply a bigoted statement
of dehumanization, or both?
Sorenson: Taking into consideration that my mother
is Jewish by womb, and of Sephardic origin, since
comes from one of the oldest families in the Jewish
quarter of Barcelona, about the year 1000 AD. I feel
that “this epithet,” mainly denoted from my
stepfather, who in my opinion suffers of “Procusto’s
Syndrome” regarding myself , “his impotence” of not
being able to find anything more hurtful, with which
to insult, mixed besides, with a “feeling of rage,”
because in its daily life, he had to “see the man,” that
my mother really loved, and the predilection that she
has always had for me, over him and the rest of my
half brothers, due to the reason that she considers me
her “genius and adored child.”
48. Jacobsen: Why do Jewish peoples become a
common group rather than others as an
outsourcing of blame for political ineptitude?
Sorenson: Since unlike other ethnic groups,
“throughout history,” we “have taken the reins of the
world” from the most strategic and influential
spheres, which has “sown hatred and rage”
accumulated after generations, due to the fact that
they have never been able to “assume and tolerate,”
that a “small bunch,” has always achieved that and
much more, despite the “constants persecutions and
atrocities” suffered as people. And what “get hives on
their skin” even more, because they have never been
capable “to digest” so, though they are aware of it. It
is the fact, besides that never they will be superior to
us, that “we are like reeds,” since when being alone
“we bend but never break,” and together “we are
even stronger.”
49. Jacobsen: What does chosen people mean in
this context?
Sorenson: What means is that is the people with
whom God made a “covenant of alliance,” and
therefore that’s “protected” by Hashem, and for
which Adonay has a “predilection.”

50. Jacobsen: How do Christian theologians
justify group bigotry over one person’s act of
murder of their claimed Messiah? It was one
person; therefore, it’s all Jewish peoples.
“Overgeneralization” doesn’t do this leap justice.
Sorenson: Since Christian theologians, believe that
the Messiah they claimed, was also the “son of God
made man,” and therefore “the act” of Jews and the
Sanhedrin at that time, was even more serious
because who they killed was nothing less than “the
person of God made man on earth.” From my point
of view, this generalization is a “theological excuse”
to justify the eternal punishment that Jews must
suffer, for “being a treacherous race,” and for “having
committed” and “continue to commit,” a much
deeper sin, that is to “have denied” and “continue to
deny,” who they claimed was the “true Messiah.”
Which in consequence implies denying in their
consciences, the “redemption of the human species,”
from the original sin of our first parents, Adam and
Eve, and finally with pretending to keep “the doors of
paradise closed.”
51. Jacobsen: Any favourite works by Spielberg?
Sorenson: Personally, the film about “Schindler’s
List,” and especially regarding the shocking black
and white image of a little girl who is first shown
“lining up to go to death row,” and then “highlighted
in red,” in the middle of a pile of corpses.
52. Jacobsen: Any favourite quotes by Golda?
Sorenson: For her courage and firmness of decision
to execute the “Operation Fury of God.”
53. Jacobsen: What do you think of this
fundamentalist Christian idea in the United States
of hoping for the annihilation of the Jewish
peoples for Christ to come back in glory, from
their view?
Sorenson: Indeed, that is what Jehovah’s Witnesses
“believe,” since for them this would be a “sign of the
end times,” before “the final battle of Armageddon.”
The basic issue of it, is that even though they actively
desire and promote the annihilation of Jews, they
forget that what they affirm “is a sign, as long as
Jews disappear.” If this does not happen, which in
fact not only does not occur, but also is the opposite
because the world Jewish population “increases every
year.” Then it would be “not a sign of the end times,”
nor consequently the “coming of any Christ in glory
and majesty.”
54. Jacobsen: Do you support Jung? If so, how,
and what parts? If not, why not? Any idea as to
the recent repopularization of Jung?
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Sorenson: Despite the fact that Jung tries to reach the
depths of “unconscious,” through “archetypal
images,” and the “collective unconscious,” it seems
to me that his “theoretical proposal,” that at first sight
may be striking, nevertheless is “weak and
superficial,” since lacks of a “coherent and
systematic conceptualization” and it is “adorned by
plenty of superfluous and figurative images.” Besides
in my opinion, has budgets that may be linked to the
“Nazi ideology” and the “Aryan race.” Currently,
apart of the “nationalist exacerbations” that are “in
vogue,” it has regained strength within the
“humanistic and transpersonal” currents of
psychology, regarding especially to the “Palo Alto
School” in California, and with what I consider as
“weak thought” in relation to the “New Age”
movement.
55. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on Freud? We have
talked using some of the relevant terminology.
Sorenson: I think Freud made an important
contribution grace to its “original conceptualization”
of the “unconscious.” In my opinion, its two
fundamental works regarding the main Freudian
concepts are “Die Traumdeutung” and “Jenseits des
Lustprinzips.” I consider, that perhaps it would be
valuable nowadays, to “return to Freud,” to carry out
a “re, re-reading,” worth the redundancy, of his work.
However, at the same time I think that the “clinical
results” of psychoanalysis,” must be “demystified,”
since they have a “strong suggestibility” charge.
56. Jacobsen: You mentioned bending and not
breaking. What is a cultural strength behind this
for the Jewish peoples, apart from innate factors?
Sorenson: Because we are a “suffering people,” who
seems to be “under a sign” since ever. Through wars,
slaveries, exiles, exterminations and persecutions, has
had to go through the “whimsical destinations of
history,” stored already “in our retina” with Goliath
and King David, and indeed at the same time
symbolized in the “Magen” as a “protective shield.”
At least one matter for sure, “comes out of our pores”
for generations. The fact that “adversity” repeats
cyclically for us “over and over again,” even if
“actors change but the plot is identical,” and that “our
survival” is inextricably linked to it, though we also
“bear in mind,” that some “black and terrible”
episodes of our history, whatever this implies, “will
never happen again.”
57. Jacobsen: Is this standard deviation above the
norm in g or in something factorizing into g, i.e.,
verbal intelligence?
Sorenson: It is in relation to “factor g,” in
Wechsler’s Scale of Intelligence for adults, in which

one standard deviation, is equivalent to 15 points on
IQ.
58. Jacobsen: What can counter this theological
excuse?
Sorenson: In my opinion, through “lay thought,” that
combats any type of “intolerance and dogmatism,”
derived from the “fanaticism” of “salvific religious
doctrines.”
59. Jacobsen: What have been the “reins” of the
most influential and strategic spheres?
Sorenson: Since the “Middle Age” until now, with
finance, philosophy and science, from antiquity,
especially in medicine, and among others with the
sage of Maimonides. Until the contemporary time,
being up to now eighty percent of the “Nobel Prizes,”
and passing through art and literature, for arriving till
today, with technology, economy, politics and
communications. That is, all that encompasses the
“intellectual world of ideas,” in other words “with
everything.”
60. Jacobsen: Do you believe in a literal protection
or more of a metaphorical protection, as the many
mass killings of Jewish peoples would probably
raise questions in some Jewish people’s minds,
“Chosen for what”?
Sorenson: I feel that the “insistent” historical attempt
to “exterminate” the Jewish people, precisely
demonstrates, regardless of what it means, that are
actually “chosen,” since up to now they have never
been able to achieve this proposal. Therefore, from
this point of view, it shows the opposite of what they
may believe, and allows us to affirm that we are
“indeed protected,” because is the people that has the
“mission to survive.”
61. Jacobsen: Is theology even useful anymore, or
is it more of an intellectual exercise (if not an
exercise in futility)?
Sorenson: For me it is as “useless and entertaining,”
as it can be “to play Loto,” since is similar to believe
that “if I pay” to look for the winning number, “I may
find it,” and if I succeed, then “I will be a winner”
because “I will be able to enter paradise,” and
therefore “I became a millionaire.”
62. Jacobsen: Christian theology has a nice story.
However, its violent manifestations tell another
narrative in the social world. Why the dichotomy?
A story of redemption into a culture of violence
and bigotry.
Sorenson: What occurs with Christian theology, is
that “with one hand they give” while with “the other,
they take away,” or “they hide a dagger to bury it at
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the right moment.” It is rather a “dualism,” since they
occupy a “good and charitable face” to evangelize,
but because they consider themselves a religion of
“divine origin,” and therefore “sacred and unique,” in
consequence they feel with the right to show “their
bad face,” by “condemning and forcing with
violence” to consciences, in case that someone dares
to “reject the truth.”
63. Jacobsen: What is the conscious?
Sorenson: From my point of view, it is the “most
superficial” part of the “psychic apparatus,” the seat
of all emotions, whose principal function is to “relate
with reality,” where the “sense of self” as “selfconcept,” and personality as well, are formed in an
“imaginary and speculate” way, and where all the
processes of “formal reasoning” are developed.
64. Jacobsen: What is the unconscious?
Sorenson: I think it is the “deepest” and “darkest”
part of “mind,” that is “structured” with “its own
language,” that works “through a force” that is like a
“vital energy,” and that strongly “determines” the
“psychic world” of an individual.
65. Jacobsen: What relates the two points of
contact?
Sorenson: Strictly speaking, I believe that actually
“nothing connects” or “communicates” them, and
that is one of the reasons why it is very difficult to
access “someone’s psychological world,” and to
understand “one’s own mind.”
66. Jacobsen: Is “weak thinking” simply a
synonym for unprincipled thinking based on little
evidence?
Sorenson: Not really, what I mean is that it is a
proposal that lacks of a “reasonable background,”
since when digging deeper you “don’t get to
anything.” It’s like “an onion,” that if you peel it
expecting to find “the skin,” not only is it not found,
but also you end up “running out of onion.”
67. Jacobsen: Cognitive neuroscience is an
interesting marriage between the precision of
neuroscience and the operations orientation of
cognitive science. How might these provide a
firmer basis and tighter standard of evidence for
psychoanalysis and understanding the
unconscious and the conscious, and so Freud and
Jung?
Sorenson: The first matter to understand, is that
Freud and Jung have almost nothing in common,
since the latter soon separated from the former and of
psychoanalysis, to develop what afterwards became
known as “Jungian psychology,” which took an

orientation more closely related to “humanistic
psychology of Gestalt,” and with “Bio-Energetic”
proposals. Regarding the main question, it is
necessary to understand that “psychoanalytic
treatment” as such, has always been “very restricted,”
not only due to the fact it lacks “scientific basis,” but
because it is very little applicable, since it is
extraordinarily expensive and prolonged, and also in
reason that requires that patients need to have “high
personality structures,” that is to say be more or less
“mentally healthy.” This situation has derived in the
development of “psychoanalytic-oriented therapies,”
that are basically divided into those that are of “brief
and longer duration.” These, unlike
“psychoanalysis,” are accessible to all “types of
patients” and “have scientific support” as solid as
“cognitive therapies.” And what is more paradoxical,
from the “technical” point of view and “their
settings,” both models are quite similar. From this
perspective, the point of “inflection,” is not between
the “two psychological approaches,” but rather with
“neurosciences,” since this last discipline advances at
“dizzying steps” in its “psycho-pharmacological
methods, and it is much more efficient in terms of
“results and velocity of achievements” and at a
“much lower cost” than any psychological therapy.
This does not mean that “psychotherapy,” is not
evolving, but comparatively it is falling further
behind than “psycho-pharmacology.” Over time, I
think that this “psycho- models” will end up “being
obsoletes,” because analogically speaking, the
correspondence that existed between the two in
Freud’s time, or a couple of decades ago, is
“diametrically opposed” to what exists today.
68. Jacobsen: Where does all this god talk leave
atheists and agnostics politically and socially in
societies?
Sorenson: I feel that “leaves them nowhere,” since
for this “kind of talk,” there should be “no-space
possible” for atheists nor agnostics,” due to the fact
that both “represent evil or evilness,” and therefore
must “be fought” through “evangelization” and
“extirpated” from life. According to my point of
view, the “worst atrocities of humanity,” have been
committed in “name of god,” and for this reason, this
last has historically “stained its hands with blood,”
and used “religion” ultimately as its “persecuting
executioner,” in order to “corner freedom” until
“strangled,” in order “to uproot” the “deepest part” of
dignity.
69. Jacobsen: In the world of Academia, who seem
like the most intelligent academics alive now?
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Sorenson: James Watson, but more than for its
studies on the DNA, for his latest comments on “race
and intelligence.”
70. Jacobsen: Of the dead academics, who seem
like the most influential and politically
consequential now?
Sorenson: Charles Darwin, for his search of “the
missing link.”
71. Jacobsen: What is the language and vital
energy of the unconscious?
Sorenson: Sex and the “language of lack.”
72. Jacobsen: What could break the barrier
between the conscious and the unconscious?
Sorenson: In my opinion, “structurally speaking,”
the barrier between both, is “not possible to be
broken,” not even through the psychoanalytic
treatment, since the “conscious,” is subjected to the
“formal process of thought,” and therefore works
through “univocal meanings,” while the
“unconscious” is shaped based on a “symbolic chain”
that “operates metaphorically” by the “absence of
symbol,” and in consequence does so with the
evocation of “equivocal significations.
73. Jacobsen: What marginally breaks the barrier
between the conscious and the unconscious?
Sorenson: I think that it would be factible by a “form
of pleasure experience,” understood as a “moment,”
and therefore as a “sensation,” that at the same time
may be lived as “presence and absence” of something
74. Jacobsen: If we integrate with digital
computers, what will this do to the sense of self
and identity to human beings?
Sorenson: I believe that it would be possible to
“integrate” with digital computers, as long as they
have “symbolization capacity,” which would imply
that actually they are endowed of what I name as
“artificial intelligence with high cognitive
capacities.” If this were to occur, we “could relate”
each other as equals, and in turn they could
“intervene” and eventually “modify our minds.”
75. Jacobsen: What would be the next reasonable
step in the advancement of psychopharmacology
to help deal with various mental disorders and
illnesses?

Sorenson: It seems to me, that in the short term it
could be possible to advance in a greater
“specialization of some drug families,” such as
neuroleptics and antidepressants, in order to cover
some “clinical syndromes” that are excessively wide.
In turn, would be to work more on the line of
“deposit drugs for prolonged release,” more based on
what I would denominate as “intelligent self-dosage”
regarding “active substances.”
76. Jacobsen: What aberrant psychological
constellations of traits aren’t considered
disorders, now, should be seen as disorders?
Sorenson: I think that the “diagnostic category” of
“sexual paraphilias,” should “be deepened
conceptually” speaking and “expanded” respectively
regarding “pedophilia,” and “incestuous behaviors,”
since until now these are “legitimated” in some
cultures. The same should be done, with respect to
“antisocial conducts,” in relation to those that
“exercise violence and serious mistreatment against
women,” such as physical mutilations, slavery, and
traffic, which by the way like previous ones, are
openly and normally practiced in certain regions.
77. Jacobsen: What mental illnesses, syndromes,
and disorders are formally psychological issues or
psychiatric diagnoses but will likely be removed as
the science of the mind advances?
Sorenson: In my opinion those related to certain
“types of addictive behaviors,” especially regarding
“consumption of drugs,” and “sexual dysmorphic
syndromes,” associated with “gender identity
disorders.”
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Independent Philosopher.
[2] Individual Publication Date: June 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/sorensonfive; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Abstract
Christian is a Philosopher that comes from Belgium. What identifies him the most and above all is simplicity,
for everything is better with “vanilla flavour.” Perhaps, for this reason, his intellectual passion is criticism
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An Interview with Christian Sorenson on Consciousness, Ideal Reality, Mathematics, and Ontological Reality
(Part Six)[1],[2]
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
Scott Douglas Jacobsen:
Math/maths/mathematics, what is it?

Christian Sorenson: I feel, they are like “musical
melodies,” that when “listened to” and
“contemplated” through soul, produce a “sensation of
pleasure,” similar to “sexual enjoyment.”
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Jacobsen: As a branch of science, how do
mathematical sciences seem to exist in some
nether world between natural philosophy/science
and pure philosophy?
Sorenson: I think the opposite, since “math” is the
one that should be found above science and above
natural and pure philosophy, due to the fact that if
“ultimate reality is ideal,” then this last should be
written by “means of numbers,” and therefore they
are “not perceptible by senses” nor can they be
studied through “empirical object models.”

philosophy” and “science,” since both “can share the
bias” regarding the “object of study,” nevertheless
not so, in relation to their “response capacity,”
because meanwhile one of them “responds to how”
and only fulfills with “intermediate responses,” the
other instead does it “regarding to what,” in function
to “ultimate responses,” and therefore by reaching
higher degrees of “certainty,” which can never go
beyond the “principle of non-contradiction.”
Humanly speaking, the latter “is our limit,” since
until now we have not been able to exceed it.

Jacobsen: Is math created, discovered, both, or
more?

Jacobsen: Why does sensory uncertainty mean yet
another layer of uncertainty for us?

Sorenson: I don’t have the certainty that “math” is
created, I only have the conviction that “it exists,”
and likewise, I believe it’s not “discovered,” since it
only “knows how to show itself.”

Sorenson: Because “esse, est percipi.”

Jacobsen: Why does math describe the natural
world so well?
Sorenson: Because the “natural world,” is an
“image” or “shadow” of the “ideal world” that is
“real,” and “written” in “mathematical language.”
Jacobsen: What unites the mathematical descriptions
of the world and the conclusions of the world as a
natural dynamic object?
Sorenson: The “subject.”
Jacobsen: Why does the quantum mechanical
world mean an ontological uncertainty about the
world? In that, the universe does not have
complete information about itself.
Sorenson: Since “quantum mechanical world,” tries
to study “ontological reality” of the universe through
what I will denominate as “model of being,” due to
the fact that the “nature” of what quantum theory
considers as “elementary particles,” constitutes in my
opinion nothing more than “supposed entities,”
because until now has never reached to observed
them. Therefore, I believe that these last, only fulfills
an “instrumental empirical function,” that’s just able
to provide “indirect ontological certainties,” and in
consequence it is logical to conclude, that “universe,”
does not have complete information about itself,
since “yet has not been able first to complete itself.”
Jacobsen: Why does a natural philosophy or
science mean an epistemological uncertainty? In
that, the tools of science only give partial and
incomplete knowledge in various fidelities about
the universe.
Sorenson: In my opinion it is not about “natural
philosophy” or “science,” but rather of “natural

Jacobsen: Why does the knowing that we know
and being a here-and-how consciousness amount
to the main certainty available to us, as individual
consciousnesses?
Sorenson: Regarding “individual consciousness,” I
feel that rather than having an “amount of certainty,”
only has an “ephemeral” one, since it constitutes a
“present-moment” that when it’s “apprehended,” at
the same time “disappears.” Nevertheless, what I
consider as “collective consciousness,” is quite
different, because unlike the “individual,” allows us
to capture “present’s-presence” through what I would
name as “inter-relational noetic consensus.”
Jacobsen: If we have the certainty of the existence
of ourselves as knowing that we know and being
here-and-now consciousnesses or richly aware
though highly flawed interconnected information
processors, and if we have the sensory uncertainty
provided via the various sense modalities of the
body feeding into this consciousness, and if we
have the second epistemological uncertainties of
the sciences and various means by which some
reasonable estimates of the natural world are
derived from natural philosophical/scientific tools,
and if we have the third ontological uncertainty of
the universe being built quantum mechanically
and, therefore, having incomplete knowledge
about itself, then the one certainty comes down to
individual self-awareness with everything
extended out from this and back into us implying
a layered cake of individuated and reasonably
understood uncertainties with distinct
characteristics and implications for the individual
self-awarenesses. In this natural world and one
describable by mathematics, we come to a
naturalistic mind and a mathematical description
in principle or in theory possible about such
awarenesses, which makes the simulation and
replication in different mediums possible for or
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about these consciousnesses. In that, the
mathematical models of human consciousnesses
individually at first and then as a range of
elements in the set of all possible natural human
consciousnesses become possible to download
from or simulate into some massive future
database or computer. Some things follow from
the overarching constructs here. One, the universe
is a natural place. Two, it can be described by
mathematics. Three, human beings are
naturalistic and describable by math. Four,
human consciousness is naturalistic and
describable by mathematical sciences, eventually.
Five, this means an eventual replication in
artificial intellects, including feeling, sensing,
emoting, in ranges and fidelities far beyond
current human forms. Six, as with anything
understood, there is a continual wonder about it,
but a mundane-making of it. In that, human
consciousness will be probably devalued as a
result of comprehension and replication. It
becomes another thing that the scientists can do
now. Seven, the room for magical, supernatural,
extramaterial, supernormal, extramundane,
spooky, paranormal, or miraculous hypotheses
about the natural world get, more or less,
squeezed out of possible. As Hawking had noted
about the functionality-victory of science
compared to religion, “It works.” Or as Dawkins
noted, “It works… bitches.” Yet, as I see in
Canada, and as I see in the United States of
America, and throughout the world, truly, a
continual onslaught of non-sense – as in making
no sense at all, practically or reasonably or
scientifically – pummeling the eyes and the minds
of the nations. Is there as asymptote on the levels
of actual knowledge about the world citizens can
handle, simply as a fact about the species?
Sorenson: I agree about that “science” is the answer,
nevertheless I consider that it is possible “to go
further” towards a science but “with capital letters,”
that is to say, that allows us to find responses that
until now neither “conventional science” nor
“philosophy” have been able to reach. I believe that
all the “uncertainties and disorientations” that exists,
have indeed led out to a “great world convulsion,”
since pragmatically speaking, the “most principal
common sense,” that’s our “reason common sense”
has “shone by its absence.” From my point of view,
deep down, what exists is a generalized “syndrome of
learned despair,” as a consequence of not being
capable enough to find solutions to “fundamental
problems” that affect us as a specie. In this sense, I
estimate that a possible path, would be to try to
“broaden the field of consciousness,” in order to

“discover and explore other dimensions,” that may
allow to “expand our micro-cosmos,” and in this way
to achieve an “evolutionary leap” that enables
“higher cognitive resources” to gain access to
“realities” with other “registers of complexity.”
Jacobsen: How do the uncertainties and certainty
in the universe mix to you? What makes them
coherent?
Sorenson: Actually for me they mix when “I dream,”
since “for dreaming,” first of all it is necessary “to
awake.”
Jacobsen: Are the laws of nature really “laws”?
Sorenson: From my point of view, they are
“neologisms of linearity” with “abstract existence.”
Jacobsen: Why do these “musical melodies” bring
about a joy or enjoyment akin to sexual pleasure?
Sorenson: Since I define the “subject” as “S -1,” and
in my opinion if “math” is “metaphorically
encrypted” on the space of “incognito” as
“unknown,” and in turn “sexual pleasure” is always
with respect to a “lack,” then it could be said that
what I can experience, is close “to enjoyment,” which
in “its nature is sexual” though not necessarily
“carnal.”
Jacobsen: For numbers, as the representation of
the ideal reality in a notation comprehensible to
human beings, what does this say about numbers
in and of themselves?
Sorenson: I believe that “number” as an “ideal
reality” exists autonomously, nevertheless, as “an
entity it is barred” in itself, since it is not possible to
access towards its inside, and therefore it is “not
capable of expressing anything.” In consequence, is
only by “forming chains” and establishing
“operational relationships” with others as “entities of
same nature” that’s able to express “comprehensible
meanings.”
Jacobsen: What does this say about mathematics
apart from human forms of notation of the ideal
world in the mathematics, where mathematics
becomes the closest translational tool for
comprehension of the ideal world from which
human beings derive?
Sorenson: Implicitly speaking, they say that although
they cannot be written down as “forms of notation,”
there’s an exception if this regards a particular
“symbol,” since what ultimately try to represent is
nothing less than “infinite,” due to the fact that at all
times they “spin around” and somehow keep “in
relation” to it.
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Jacobsen: What is the ideal world?
Sorenson: In my opinion it is similar to a “spiritual
world,” that is in another “place of reality” perhaps
parallel to ours, which is “eternal and immutable,”
and from which we descended by “emanations” into
“this existence.”
Jacobsen: Is the ideal world infinite, absolute,
both, or more?
Sorenson: I believe it’s a “universal form,” that
simultaneously is “alpha and omega,” and which
“evolves expanding and compressing spirally.”
Jacobsen: Why did mathematics end up as the
translational tool, i.e., numerical symbolization
and operators relating the numbers?
Sorenson: Because our “formal rational processes”
works with a “binary logic” that I will denominate as
“logic of out-out,” and which lastly will be the base
that enables numbers, to relate through operators,
between each other.
Jacobsen: Even in the case of a “conviction,” isn’t
this simply a more sophisticated manned of stating
a sensibility akin to a faith in the extant nature of
math?
Sorenson: Actually not, since “faith convictions”
necessarily “are apodictics” in their certainties, and
therefore follow the “path of truth,” while mine
doesn’t, because actually continues “that of doxa.”
Therefore if at the same time, a “mathematical idea”
may be thought, then someone needs to exist for
being so. And in turn, if this “occurs inside me,” then
I can “affirm with conviction” from experience, that
indeed “it exists at least within myself,” and that “this
is as much as I do.”
Jacobsen: What are the ways in which math
“knows how to show itself,” as this phrase
connotes a conscious intent “to be known”?
Sorenson: “Math” in my opinion does not have to
manifest itself “through a veil.” Analogically
speaking, it is the only entity that actually can
absolutely say “that is the one who is,” since “does
not participates of its ideal form.” For this reason, in
turn they don’t “show themselves,” but on the
contrary, we are the ones who instead “need to follow
some path” to access them, which is neither derived
from “intellectual reflections” nor of “pragmatism,”
yet only through “reminiscence” they will be
achieved. In other words, is by “reminding” that
these “will emerged spontaneously,” and at a certain
moment in “the field of our consciousness.” And is
with the mediation of “contemplation,” which

enables them for “being visualized” in a “fleeting
space” with our “spiritual senses,” that we “are
authorized” to access their “knowledge deeply.”
Jacobsen: In “ultimate reality is ideal,” what is
meant by “ideal”?
Sorenson: I think that “ideal” in itself means
something similar to a “immaterial model” in an
“aesthetic and ontological” sense of understanding it,
with respect to which all “other entities of identical
substantial attributes are comparables.” Therefore,
“with whom” also we can “formally identify
ourselves” since it will be in relation to “properties”
that are possessed by an “essence.”
Jacobsen: Is there truly a bottom, philosophical
bedrock? Or is it an onion to peel, and peel, and
peel, ad infinitum?
Sorenson: At the “level of consciousness and logic”
in which sciences and philosophy are currently
found, I believe that indeed there is a bottom beyond
which it is not possible to go. Nevertheless, at same
time I am convinced about the premise, that there are
“other possible levels of consciousness,” and also
other “logical formalities” that probably would only
have “infinity as a limit.”
Jacobsen: Of numbers, these are part of math.
Math is part of a toolkit to represent the ideal
reality. What are numbers before representation?
Sorenson: I believe they were part of an
“undifferentiated ideal whole” which was different
from “zero,” and that could be “symbolized”
mathematically assuming the “sign of infinity.”
Jacobsen: How much is left out in the “shadow”
or the “image” of ideal reality? Obviously, we
have enough clarity to survive and get along.
Sorenson: I feel that what is left, is “as much as a
mirage,” though in the desert “nothing is more real”
than that.
Jacobsen: What is the subject in this intermediary
role between mathematical descriptions of the
world and the conclusions of the world as a
natural dynamic object?
Sorenson: In my opinion, is a “divided subject,” who
in its “actual evolutionary degree,” is not able to
access not even to itself, nor to the natural and ideal
worlds, since it’s incapable to remove “the barrier”
interposed “between symbol and its meaning,” and
therefore has no choice, but to “access indirectly into
it,” only through the use of “metaphor and
metonymy.”
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Jacobsen: Between these four points of contact
between the ideal reality, the mathematical
descriptors, the subject, and the natural dynamic
object, how does one “bleed into” another? That is
to say, three of these, by definition, should have
fuzzy edges of one “feeding off” and into another.
Sorenson: A “Mathematical descriptor,” is similar to
a “double pendulum” that joins the other three
elements through “unpredictable movements,” that in
my opinion follow a “coherent chaos.” On one end, it
unites “ideal reality” which “sustains others,” and
acts as the “founding matrix” of others. And on the
other extreme, it does so with the “natural world,”
that is “the least subsistent” of all, ontologically
speaking. The “subject” for its part, is found “in the
pendulum joint,” and metaphysically speaking is
alike to “a middle child” or to “the ham of a
sandwich,” due to fact that it’s “not a completely
subsistent and pure form,” as occurs with the “ideal
one,” but in turn it is “not either” a “purely sensitive
substance” because doesn’t belongs entirely to the
“natural” world.
Jacobsen: What is intelligence in relation to the
ideal reality, the mathematical descriptors, the
subject, and the natural dynamic object? Most
organisms never formalize a mathematical
language for description of the ideal world.
(Some) Human beings remain unique in operation
within a world of natural dynamic object while
having some level of knowledge of mathematics to
comprehend the formal descriptors of the ideal
reality.
Sorenson: “Intelligence,” is similar to “a nonabstract-able” and “semi-immaterial drive motor,”
that in relation to “ideal reality” is “potentially
capable” of “abstracting an essence,” and therefore of
“extracting it symbolically” through a “formal
identification” process, which “leads it to
assimilated” as if it was a part of itself.
Jacobsen: What is ontological reality? Is this
another way to speak of ideal reality?
Sorenson: It is not equivalent to speak of one or the
other, since “ideal reality” is always an “ontological
reality” but the latter is not always an “ideal reality.”
The “ontological reality,” is “the reality of being as
such,” therefore it comprises “all existing beings,”
while “ideal reality,” only encompasses a type of
beings that are “eternals,” “pure forms,” and
“subsistingly existing.”
Jacobsen: Who was the first to speak of an ideal
reality?

Sorenson: In my opinion who first spoked of “ideal
reality” more consistently and systematically was
Platon.
Jacobsen: Since we can predict, hypothesize, and
visualize, we can create low-fidelity versions of the
ideal reality with the proper mathematical
constructs in mind, even more true for internal
abstractions of the “images” of ideal reality
brought forth into us. Our capacity is intriguing
and points to orientations towards abstracted
notions of truth and objectivity as something
approximated via evolution (sorry, Plantinga),
simply as a matter of the flowing course of
evolution over time. I can make this more
concrete. The adjacent sexual pleasure derived
from some music appears to come from the
representation of mathematical certainties and in
the real “musical melodies” of music, as per the
Mozart example from before, or some recent tones
in some of Gibbons, Haydn, and Hindemith, who I
have been listening to today. We seem to have
evolved a system of reward or “pleasure” from
encountering the mathematical “musical
melodies” reflective of some ideal reality, while
represented in a variety of modalities in the image
world derived from the ideal world. There is no
direct question here. Only some thoughts for
reflection and extension by you.
Sorenson: The “sexual pleasure” of which I refer, is
not necessarily equivalent to something of “carnal
nature.” Indeed, and at the same time “sexual
pleasure” as such, has evolved overtime in “its
function,” but not with “its goal,” therefore somehow
has remained unchanged in this development context,
since “pleasure” has being until nowadays a “reward
response” to “sexual behavior,” and this in turn
occurs as a way of “ensuring procreation and
survival” of our specie. From my point of view
“sexual pleasure,” constitutes “structurally” speaking
“the subject,” due to the fact that its mind, “cannotbut-function” exclusively “for pleasure.” Meanwhile
the latter in turn, “cannot-but-be solely” of “a sexual
nature.” I sustain that “pleasure is structuring and
structural,” because “it works thanks to a piece that
does not have,” that is to say “to a lack.” And its
“nature is sexual,” for the reason that throughout
existence, searches “an object” with which intends to
“symbolically copulate,” in order “to complete” by
that way the structurally missing piece, which
ultimately will “be felt as pleasant.” The last occurs,
since at the moment that “crush arrives with the
object,” an “illusion similar to infatuation” emerges
and “fades away” afterwards, as a consequence that
“it actually did happened,” though “it does not
exists.” In consequence, what is reached “is a failed
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alliance,” that secondly derives into a “subjective
feeling of emptiness,” which translates into a
sensation of “butterflies flying in the stomach,” and
that lastly allows me to refer to “pleasure.”
Jacobsen: Will this ontological reality ever be able
to complete itself?
Sorenson: I think that if “ontological reality” were to
be completed in a moment, “movement” would then
be stopped, and “existence” of everything “will be
ended” as consequence.
Jacobsen: Can we get past the “principle of noncontradictions”?
Sorenson: I believe “we can” but “we haven’t done
it,” since “this principle” is linked to “formal logic,”
that until now has ruled “science” and “philosophy.”
In my opinion, there have been “failed attempts,”
such as occurred with “Hegelian dialectic.” Indeed
from my point of view, they have done nothing “but
just to rest the same,” due to the fact that they aren’t
capable to reach to get out of “a tripolar frame of
reasoning,” currently based on “two premises
engaged with a conclusive deduction” if is the case of
traditional logic, and of a “thesis and antithesis linked
to synthesis” if is dialectic thinking.
Jacobsen: If to be is to be perceived, or to be is to
perceive, what does this mean for the act of
perception of the “subject” existent between the
ideal world and the natural dynamic object?
Sorenson: In my opinion, means that “reality is for
the subject,” in the sense of being “what it is
perceived,” and therefore “is partial” because of “its
relativity and changing reflection” regarding natural
world, which in turn consist of “images” regarding
“real figures,” that “walk in front of fires light” as if
they were representing “ideal models” of everything,
Jacobsen: In a transactional sense of “esse, est
percipi,” does the being of one inform the being of
another via the mutual act of perception?
Sorenson: I think that the “perceived being” informs
the “perceptual subject,” nevertheless the latter
“partially perceives” the first, and therefore
“completes the rest,” based on its “own subjectivity,”
regarding its “self and circumstances,” in order to
ultimately “reach to form” what I will denominate as
“hybrid gestaltic perception.”
Jacobsen: If individual consciousness is an ephemeral
sense of the here-and-now, and to grasp itself, as in to
turn the “esse, est percipi” upon the self, then it
becomes an attempt to “see one’s own back,” which
doesn’t work. It is an interesting framing because it
appears to imply others are required, more than one

operator is required, for a more verified selfexistence to make sense and be confirmed in a more
certain sense, as attempts on one’s own lead to
evaporation of the self based on its “ephemeral”
nature. Could there be such a case of a single brain
split in consciousnesses able to perceive themselves
(itself) in one body?
Sorenson: I believe it “should be possible,” as long
as it is based on a “profoundly gifted brain.” The key
for achieving it, is by expanding ourselves into other
“higher dimensions of consciousness.” The
restriction will outcome for “common brains,” since
they can only reach “three dimensions,” that I will
represent as “body, mind and soul.” The challenge is
to first incorporate “the spirit,” in order to access a
“fourth dimension,” and afterwards through a
“superior self,” that would be a “portion of the total
self,” to enter into a level of consciousness of “two or
three dimensions higher” than what is known as
“common consciousness dimension.”
Jacobsen: Are we really a unified consciousness or
more of a committee coming to more or less
singular aims at any given moment with only the
apparency of the unity of mind?
Sorenson: At the level of “consciousness” in which
we find ourselves, we have managed to recognize
that in addition to “forming a group entity,” we are
capable of being aware of our” individual entity,” but
not to the point of having “crystallized
individualization,” and therefore not to a level of
“consciousness unity.”
Jacobsen: Can you expand on a “science” that
‘goes father’ “with capital letters”?
Sorenson: This science would be “less technocratic,”
able to “unite all its branches integrally into only
one,” capable of “overcoming the scientific method,”
and empirically that “dispenses with inductive
thought.”
Jacobsen: What is contemporary science “with
lower case letters”? What is current philosophy
“with lower case letters”?
Sorenson: In my opinion currently it is an
increasingly “micro-cephalic,” “dissociated” and
“superficial” science.
In regards to today’s philosophy, I feel it “is a den of
ignorant doctorates” and “fancy professors” who
“stubbornly” repeat a “moth-smelling speech.”
Jacobsen: What is absent in the shining of “reason
commonsense”?
Sorenson: The “self-referential” supremacy of “basic
dichotomous and involutive impulses.”
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Jacobsen: What are some hints of this higher
reality comprised of greater complexity in
comprehension (all-at-once understanding)?
Sorenson: The fact that there may be “an intersection
or simultaneous trans-position” between “different
and co-existent realities,” where meanwhile
“temporality runs in another direction,” “principle of
non-contradiction is abolished,” and that of
“sufficient reason” is replaced by one of “necessary
reason.”
Jacobsen: Does this make umbers autonomous
quanta of the ideal reality?
Sorenson: “Numbers” as “original forms” of the
“ideal world” are “autonomous,” nevertheless as
“descriptors of natural reality” are “not autonomous,”
since although they “aren’t material” they are though
“representations” of “ideal numbers,” to which we
“don’t have any access,” but “that we could do,” if
“complex realities” were able to be reached
Jacobsen: What would permit a tapping into the
internal nature of a number itself?
Sorenson: More than “touching the internal nature of
number” in itself, would be “to contemplate it”
within “its ideal state,” since with that condition it
could be found in “its very essence,” and therefore
regarding “internal nature,” there “would be nothing
within something.” The quickest and most direct
“probable path” to achieve this, should be “through
death.”
Jacobsen: Why is the ideal world spiritual? What
is the meaning of spiritual in this sense?
Sorenson: “Spiritual” within all the “energy
vibrations,” is a state “equivalent” to one that “was
emanated” during a supposed “breath of creation,”
and therefore by “achieving that equivalence,” we
can “make the way back” to return towards the
“emanating vessels.”
Jacobsen: To make a number in and of itself
“brought down” to human comprehension, the use
of mathematical and numeric symbolization limit
the infinite nature of an ideal world number.
Sorenson: I think so, since “the numbers” as we
know them, are in certain way “an embodiment” of
them in an “ideal state,” and therefore they are
“impoverished representations” of what they are “in
reality.” However, on the other hand that “limited
form,” is the “only way” we have so far “to access
them.”
Jacobsen: What makes a model of ideal reality
both ontologically and aesthetic (beautiful or
satisfying in a non-carnal sense)?

Sorenson: “Harmony” and “perfection.”
Jacobsen: If intelligence is somewhat immaterial,
does this provide a proper framework to seeing
how this can reproduced algorithmically in silica?
In that, it is about the pattern of information
channeling the processing rather the material
substrate or physical manifestation. It is about the
form rather than substance upon which the form
is represented in many, but not all, cases.
Sorenson: “Information processing” has to do “with
both,” that is with “form and matter.” In the case of
“human intelligence,” the “substance” would “have
to do” with “the form,” since the former would refer
to “its essential attributes.” Nevertheless, as it seems
to me that the “question implicitly” aimed to know
what happens to “artificial intelligence,” then it is
necessary to specified that regarding this case, it
would “be the other way around,” because “the
matter as material substrate” is going to act as
“substance,” in order to determine the “formal
characteristics” which would channelled to
“processing the information.”
Jacobsen: If an ideal reality represented by an
infinity sign is in some sense a bottom, and if the
numbers of this ideal reality rather than in the
mathematical descriptors of this reality co-exist as
an extended part of it, and if a property of aseity
is implied by an autonomous existence, does this
mean that time is a derivative rather than a
fundamental of ideal reality? In that, time is in the
shadow or image reality rather than the ideal
reality and, therefore, the property of time comes
out as a shadow of a reality of no time in which
atemporality is an extended meaning of aseity or
autonomous existence.
Sorenson: In my opinion, in the “ideal world” of
“subsisting entities,” the “only form of temporality”
that exists “is present,” which “is not strictly
temporary,” and therefore “does exists” nevertheless
“time does not,” since in this context “present is not
being a delimited instance.” For this reason
paradoxically, in “our reality “and perhaps in others
of “greater complexity” where “temporality exists,”
what we name strictly speaking “as present, does not
really exists.”
Jacobsen: What is logic a delimitation or selflimitation of, in reality?
Sorenson: Both “are logical,” but have “different
connotations,” since “self-limitation” can be due to
“metaphysical” factors, that’s to say regarding
“beings order” or in reason to “circumstantial”
elements, or perhaps “the two of them,” while
“delimitation” usually is “a subjective exercise,” in
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relation to “certain reality” which is “cut into parts,”
and in that sense “its outlined figuratively or not.”
Jacobsen: If everything stopped bubbling means a
stoppage of all motion, and if the classical world of
the large-scale physics shows a dynamic but
apparently solid universe, does this mean the
universe is in some sense moving toward a state of
ultimate staticization? A state of penultimate
stoppage; if so, what differentiates the image
reality or shadow reality if everything came to a
stop and the ideal reality at that point? It would
seem the universe moves, in some manner, to
closer and closer approximations to some subset
state of the ideal reality.
Sorenson: I consider that the “world of classical
physics,” does not exhaustively represents “reality of
the universe,” since among other things, has operated
with “linear causality criteria,” and in fact also
“current physics” continues to do so even though
uses “other forms of causality.” I believe indeed that
“movement exists” regarding “ours dimensional
reality,” and in that context, what is described in this
question, might effectively occur. Nevertheless, I am
not sure that “movement does exists” in “other
realities,” and therefore if hypothetically “doesn’t
exists,” it would be plausible to affirm that perhaps
“the universe” only “expands and compresses” within
a “crooked circularity process” and in consequence it
could be deducible to believe that is “indestructible.”

Jacobsen: What are other important qualitative
differences one sees at the level of the profoundly
gifted?
Sorenson: Besides the fact that they might reach
“higher dimensions of conscience” and that they are
“ultra-sensibles,” is the circumstance that “they
never” will be individuals with “equilibrated
intelligences,” since this last apart from being “a
logical counter-sense,” is “a lack of respect” towards
the “intelligence” of “geniuses,” because it is “a
sneaky way” of approaching to “a magical realism”
in order to “try to normalize” their personalities and
“turn them off.”
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Independent Philosopher.
[2] Individual Publication Date: June 8,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/sorensonsix; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.
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An Interview with Giuseppe Corrente on Positive Disintegration Theory (Part Five)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Now, one certain trait
among many of the gifted, if defined in a standard
psychometric sense, is the phenomenon of
overexcitability. In that, these individuals remain
stuck on overdrive. Or if not much of the time, if a
subject of deep interest to them, then they can
become extremely focused and excited by the topic
so as to exhibit overexcitability characteristics in
the pursuit of mastery of the discipline. Something
can happen with a surface negative and a
subterranean positive. The gifted and talented can
become excited beyond capacity to handle it. They
collapse, fall apart, break away, and slither into a
corner. Positive Dsintegration theory posits
something akin to a creative destruction of self.
The breaking down and apart is part and parcel
of the becoming part of the wider framework of

the evolution of self to higher levels of coherence,
understanding. How is Positive Disintegration
theory important for understanding the condition
of life for many gifted and talented individuals?
Giuseppe Corrente: Gifted and talented people are
often special for something since their birth. It can be
for a particular sensibility or for an artistic talent or
for high IQ that represents intellectual overexcitability, or for some other feature. This, together
environmental conditions and mutual interaction with
it, can be the cause of a strong psychological crisis,
but also the source of a stronger ‘rebirth’. This matter
is studied in Positive Disintegration.
2. Jacobsen: Why is Positive Disintegration theory
important, period?

1 SEPTEMBER 2020 | ISSU 23 | IN-SIGHT | 237
© 2012-2020 In-Sight Publishing. All rights reserved.

ISSN 2369-6885

Corrente: Because, if associated with high innate
abilities, can transform a crisis period in the
beginning of a growth, at the end also a spiritual
growth, instead of the beginning of the end.
3. Jacobsen: Is the term gifted outmoded or
relevant still here?
Corrente: When we consider Positive Disintegration
theory we must consider not only people with high
IQ but also persons with other features that could
make those persons too susceptible of crisis periods,
but also adapt to view these as an opportunity, a real
opportunity to become real more and more aware and
precious, for himself and for the whole society. In ’60
as now.
4. Jacobsen: How can Positive Disintegration not
only help understand the condition of the gifted,
but also not in other ways?
Corrente: The common way to view anxiety, a sense
of nullity, in worst cases the desire to end with all
killing himself, is as a mental illness symptom, a sign
of disease in the better case; only with Positive
Disintegration when it’s possible it is viewed as a
almost necessary step with which few special
individuals have the opportunity to go towards a
more full level of existence, a more aware way of
living and to explicate their own talents in an
individual, unique way and in the same time
becoming potentially a guide for the society.
5. Jacobsen: What makes partial underachievers
important to consider in the case of Positive
Disintegration and Gifted Coaching? I suspect this
might mean the cases in which the gifted
individual had negative disintegration, as this
seems like a logical (behavioural-psychological)
complement in the opposite direction as positive
disintegration as posited in the theoretical
framework of Positive Disintegration theory.
Corrente: Partial underachievers may take
inspiration from the Positive Disintegration theory
with the aim to see and review their life and their
failures as a sign of a wrong reaction to inner and
external difficulties and so begin to be fully aware of
their rich inner world and of their great potentialities.
6. Jacobsen: Who have been the main figures in
the advancement of Positive Disintegration
theory?

Corrente: Dabrowski. He was a psychologist and
developed his theory in years ’60. He was also like a
guru for the small group of his theory’s followers. It
is a theory applicable to few cases, in a field, the
psychology of gifted and talented, that regards as
target to a little percentage of population, so it is not
as popular as one could expect reading or studying
some pieces of theory, that seems very profound and
significant.
7. Jacobsen: What are competing theories in
contradistinction to Positive Disintegration
theory?
Corrente: Perhaps for more common aspects
Positive Psychology founded by Maslow; I am not a
psychologist or an expert, but in my opinion Positive
Disintegration has no rivals, I think no other theory
exists that gives a so whole picture of what can be the
tormented unique path that a genius generally does
becoming who he is.
8. Jacobsen: How could a gifted educational
system orientation focus on Positive Disintegration
theory to advance more positive experiences for
the gifted youth?
Corrente: Positive Disintegration should be surely in
the toolbox of psychologists that work with gifted
and talented youth, together with other theories and
clinical practices. It is also a self-educational way. A
gifted person can study it with the aim to empower
himself and his own self-knowledge. A precious
matter that each gifted or talented person needs to
have in his cultural baggage.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Ph.D. (2013), Science and High Technology –
Computer Science, Torino University.
[2] Individual Publication Date: June 15,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/correntefive; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.
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An Interview with Professor Sam Vaknin on Narcissistic Personality Disorder[1],[2]
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: You are a leading
expert in Narcissistic Personality Disorder or
NPD. What is NPD?
Professor Sam Vaknin: Pathological narcissism is a
life-long pattern of traits and behaviours which
signify infatuation and obsession with one’s self to
the exclusion of all others and the egotistic and
ruthless pursuit of one’s gratification, dominance and
ambition. As distinct from healthy narcissism which
we all possess, pathological narcissism is
maladaptive, rigid, persisting, and causes significant
distress, and functional impairment.

2. Jacobsen: What are disorders and syndromes in
the orbit of or related to NPD?
Vaknin: All the dramatic (or erratic) personality
disorders – also known as cluster B – are closely
related. The overlap is so great that two or more of
them are often diagnosed in the same person, a
phenomenon known as comorbidity. Another
problem is the polythetic nature of the DSM: to be
diagnosed with a disorder, one must satisfy only a
few of its diagnostic criteria. So, we can have two
patients with the same diagnosis, but utterly different
traits and behaviors. NPD is also often comorbid with
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mood disorders, anxiety disorders, and substance
abuse or other addictions.
3. Jacobsen: What is the typical emotional age of
someone diagnosed with Narcissistic Personality
Disorder?
Vaknin: Between 4 and 11, with a median of 6.
4. Jacobsen: What does this emotional age mean
for individuals who are chronologically in their
20s, 30s, 40s, and beyond with formal NPD? How
does this impact their life trajectory?
Vaknin: Such eternal adolescents (Puer Aeternus or
Peter Pan) – children really – refuse to accept adult
responsibilities and chores and to commit themselves
to anything or anyone. They are ludic (like to play),
self-centred, defiant, impulsive, immature both
cognitively and emotionally, incapable of
deciphering social and sexual cues, not fully
differentiated as far as their gender and
psychosexuality, lack impulse control, foresight, and
the ability to delay gratification, are reckless, and
suffer from identity diffusion (shifting values,
allegiances, opinions, plans, even memories). They
are highly dissociative and confabulate to make up
for the time lost. Many suffer from addictions. They
are not goal-oriented and both the level of
organization of their personality and their selfefficacy are low.
5. Jacobsen: You have commented on giftedness
and narcissists. Not all gifted people are
narcissists; not all narcissists are gifted. However,
when gifted people are narcissists, or vice versa,
how does this impact the life of a child in
interpersonal relations with peers and teachers,
and when girl-girl, boy-boy, or girl-boy time in
adolescence?
Vaknin: The prodigy – the precocious “genius” –
feels entitled to special treatment. Yet, he rarely
gets it. This frustrates him and renders him even
more aggressive, driven, and overachieving than he
is by nature.
As Horney pointed out, the child-prodigy is
dehumanised and instrumentalised. His parents love
him not for what he really is – but for what they wish
and imagine him to be: the fulfilment of their dreams
and frustrated wishes. The child becomes the vessel
of his parents’ discontented lives, a tool, the magic
brush with which they can transform their failures
into successes, their humiliation into victory, their
frustrations into happiness.
The child is taught to ignore reality and to occupy the
parental fantastic space. Such an unfortunate child
feels omnipotent and omniscient, perfect and

brilliant, worthy of adoration and entitled to special
treatment. The faculties that are honed by constantly
brushing against bruising reality – empathy,
compassion, a realistic assessment of one’s abilities
and limitations, realistic expectations of oneself and
of others, personal boundaries, team work, social
skills, perseverance and goal-orientation, not to
mention the ability to postpone gratification and to
work hard to achieve it – are all lacking or missing
altogether.
The child turned adult sees no reason to invest in his
skills and education, convinced that his inherent
genius should suffice. He feels entitled for merely
being, rather than for actually doing (rather as the
nobility in days gone by felt entitled not by virtue of
its merit but as the inevitable, foreordained outcome
of its birth right). In other words, he is not
meritocratic – but aristocratic. In short: a narcissist is
born.
Not all precocious prodigies end up underaccomplished and petulant. Many of them go on to
attain great stature in their communities and great
standing in their professions. But, even then, the gap
between the kind of treatment they believe that they
deserve and the one they are getting is unbridgeable.
This is because narcissistic prodigies often misjudge
the extent and importance of their accomplishments
and, as a result, erroneously consider themselves to
be indispensable and worthy of special rights, perks,
and privileges. When they find out otherwise, they
are devastated and furious.
Moreover, people are envious of the prodigy. The
genius serves as a constant reminder to others of their
mediocrity, lack of creativity, and mundane
existence. Naturally, they try to “bring him down to
their level” and “cut him down to size”. The gifted
person’s haughtiness and high-handedness only
exacerbate his strained relationships.
In a way, merely by existing, the prodigy inflicts
constant and repeated narcissistic injuries on the
less endowed and the pedestrian. This creates a
vicious cycle. People try to hurt and harm the
overweening and arrogant genius and he becomes
defensive, aggressive, and aloof. This renders him
even more obnoxious than before and others resent
him more deeply and more thoroughly. Hurt and
wounded, he retreats into fantasies of grandeur and
revenge. And the cycle re-commences.
Prone to shortcuts and to shallowness, the narcissist
always feels like a fraud, even when his
accomplishments are commensurate with his
grandiose fantasies.
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This all-pervasive conviction serves several
paradoxical psychodynamic functions: it supports the
narcissist’s sense of omnipotent superiority (as he is
able to deceive everyone into believing his tall tales
all the time); it justifies his profound belief that
everyone, like him, is just pretending to knowledge
and skills that they do not possess (otherwise they
would have spotted and exposed him long ago); it
gives him licence to indulge his intellectual laziness
and emotional absence (he gets by without investing
too much, so why bother); and it constantly generates
the adrenaline rush that he is so addicted to (the
tantalizing fear of being outed as the con-artist that he
truly is.)
Recent studies seem to indicate that prodigies grow
up to become narcissistic under-achievers.
Fields like literature require maturity and life
experience. Prodigies, no matter how gifted, rarely
possess the requisite emotional spectrum, an
acquaintance with the nuances and subtleties of
human relationships, or the accumulated knowledge
that comes from first-hand exposure to the ups and
downs of reality.

endowments he possesses to extricate himself from
his destitute surroundings and restore hope to an
otherwise bleak existence.
The child prodigy compensates with grandiose,
fantastic, and inflated self-efficacy (“I can do
anything if I just apply myself to it”) for a deficient
sense of agency (“the life I am living is not mine”).
The child prodigy suppresses his true self because his
parents’s love is conditioned on the performance of a
false self.
Consequently, the child feels that her life has been
hijacked. She makes up for it by excelling and
becoming proficient at what she does thus regaining a
modicum of mastery and control, however illusory.
Such attempts to carve out a parent-free enclave or
niche often lead to pathologies such as eating
disorders or substance abuse.

In contrast, the manipulation of symbols – in
mathematics, music, or chess – does not require
anything except the proper neurological “hardware
and software” and access to widely available
objective knowledge.

As an adult, the child prodigy becomes narcissistic,
defiant, self-destructive, and manipulative. She
adopts one of several narratives: 1. I am the sleeping
beauty princess in need of saving from my monstrous
tormentors (codependent) or 2. I am the Law and no
one will tell me what to do and how to do it, I know
best and one day I will shine again (antisocialnarcissistic) or 3. The world doesn’t deserve me and
is too hostile, so I withdraw from it (paranoidschizoid) or 4. I am broken, unfixable, and so free to
act any which way (entitled-borderline).

In a way, prodigies can be compared to computers:
both excel in symbol manipulation and fail to impress
in other, more fuzzy undertakings.

6. Jacobsen: When individuals with NPD marry
someone, if at all, what is the divorce rate of these
marriages?

Precocious prodigies seem to be a culture-bound
phenomenon. There are far fewer “gifted” children in
the collectivist societies of Asia and Africa, for
instance. Based as they are on statistical comparisons
and ranking, Western IQ tests reflect the values of
competition and individualism. Ipso facto, prodigies
proliferate in rich, white, developed countries, and
not in the poorer ambiences of the Third World, the
inner cities, and minority communities.

Vaknin: We have no statistics. But, paradoxically,
trauma bonding and the shared fantasy in these
marriages and the narcissist’s propensity to threaten
and blackmail his intimate partner into submission
would tend to reduce the divorce rates, not increase
it.

Still, if you study the biographies of hundreds of men
and (the far fewer) women who started life as
Wunderkinder, you will find that many of them
actually hailed from underprivileged backgrounds,
replete with indigence, familial dysfunction, racial or
other discrimination, and other forms of deprivation.
Thus, one would do well to distinguish between two
types of prodigies: the pampered, cosseted, tutored,
often narcissistic type versus the prodigy whose
excellence is the only way of fleeing the
miserableness of his or her circumstances. The
second type of gifted youngster leverages what

7. Jacobsen: What happens with a gifted narcissist
who, finally, hits a limit of their talents, e.g., in
university, and then the reality of having to work
hard, develop study habits, etc., hits home for
them? Their false self hits the real world and does
not have the emotional tools to deal with the hurt
to their false self.
Vaknin: Allow me a quote: His genius was betrayed
by lofty and indomitable traits of character which
could not yield or compromise. And so his life was a
tragedy of inconsequence.” (The poetess Harriet
Monroe, quoted in the book “The Devil in White
City” by Erik Larson)
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You are asking if pathological narcissism is a
positive adaptation, if it is a blessing or a
malediction?
The answer is: it depends. Healthy narcissism is a
mature, balanced love of oneself coupled with a
stable sense of self-worth and self-esteem. Healthy
narcissism implies knowledge of one’s boundaries
and a proportionate and realistic appraisal of one’s
achievements and traits.
Pathological narcissism is wrongly described as too
much healthy narcissism (or too much self-esteem).
These are two absolutely unrelated phenomena
which, regrettably, came to bear the same title.
Confusing pathological narcissism with self-esteem
betrays a fundamental ignorance of both.
Pathological narcissism involves an impaired,
dysfunctional, immature (True) Self coupled with a
compensatory fiction (the False Self). The sick
narcissist’s sense of self-worth and self-esteem derive
entirely from audience feedback. The narcissist has
no self-esteem or self-worth of his own (no such ego
functions). In the absence of observers, the narcissist
shrivels to non-existence and feels dead. Hence the
narcissist’s preying habits in his constant pursuit of
Narcissistic Supply. Pathological narcissism is an
addictive behavior.
Still, dysfunctions are reactions to abnormal
environments and situations (e.g., abuse, trauma,
smothering, etc.)
Paradoxically, his dysfunction allows the narcissist to
function. It compensates for lacks and deficiencies by
exaggerating tendencies and traits. It is like the tactile
sense of a blind person. In short: pathological
narcissism is a result of over-sensitivity, the
repression of overwhelming memories and
experiences, and the suppression of inordinately
strong negative feelings (e.g., hurt, envy, anger, or
humiliation).
That the narcissist functions at all – is because of his
pathology and thanks to it. The alternative is
complete decompensation and disintegration.
In time, the narcissist learns how to leverage his
pathology, how to use it to his advantage, how to
deploy it in order to maximize benefits and utilities –
in other words, how to transform his curse into a
blessing.
Narcissists are obsessed by delusions of fantastic
grandeur and superiority. As a result they are very
competitive. They are strongly compelled – where
others are merely motivated. They are driven,
relentless, tireless, and ruthless. They often make it to
the top. But even when they do not – they strive and

fight and learn and climb and create and think and
devise and design and conspire. Faced with a
challenge – they are likely to do better than nonnarcissists.
Yet, we often find that narcissists abandon their
efforts in mid-stream, give up, vanish, lose interest,
devalue former pursuits, fail, or slump. Why is that?
Narcissists are prone to self-defeating and selfdestructive behaviors.
The Self-Punishing, Guilt-Purging Behaviors
These are intended to inflict punishment on the
narcissist and thus instantly relieve him of his
overwhelming anxiety.
This is very reminiscent of a compulsive-ritualistic
behavior. The narcissist feels guilty. It could be an
“ancient” guilt, a “sexual” guilt (Freud), or a “social”
guilt. In early life, the narcissist internalized and
introjected the voices of meaningful and authoritative
others – parents, role models, peers – that
consistently and convincingly judged him to be no
good, blameworthy, deserving of punishment or
retaliation, or corrupt.
The narcissist’s life is thus transformed into an ongoing trial. The constancy of this trial, the never
adjourning tribunal is the punishment. It is a
Kafkaesque “trial”: meaningless, undecipherable,
never-ending, leading to no verdict, subject to
mysterious and fluid laws and presided over by
capricious judges.
Such a narcissist masochistically frustrates his
deepest desires and drives, obstructs his own efforts,
alienates his friends and sponsors, provokes figures
in authority to punish, demote, or ignore him,
actively seeks and solicits disappointment, failure, or
mistreatment and relishes them, incites anger or
rejection, bypasses or rejects opportunities, or
engages in excessive self-sacrifice.
In their book “Personality Disorders in Modern Life”,
Theodore Millon and Roger Davis, describe the
diagnosis of “Masochistic or Self-Defeating
Personality Disorder”, found in the appendix of the
DSM III-R but excluded from the DSM IV. While
the narcissist is rarely a full-fledged masochist, many
a narcissist exhibit some of the traits of this
personality disorder.
The Extracting Behaviors
People with Personality Disorders (PDs) are very
afraid of real, mature, intimacy. Intimacy is formed
not only within a couple, but also in a workplace, in a
neighborhood, with friends, while collaborating on a
project. Intimacy is another word for emotional
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involvement, which is the result of interactions in
constant and predictable (safe) propinquity.

of entitlement, his haughtiness and innate conviction
of his own superiority, and his aversion to routine.

PDs interpret intimacy as counter-dependence,
emotional strangulation, the snuffing of freedom, a
kind of death in installments. They are terrorized by
it. To avoid it, their self-destructive and selfdefeating acts are intended to dismantle the very
foundation of a successful relationship, a career, a
project, or a friendship. Narcissists feel elated and
relieved after they unshackle these “chains”. They
feel they broke a siege, that they are liberated, free at
last.

The narcissist’s sense of entitlement encourages his
indolence. He firmly believes that he should be
spoon-fed and that accomplishments and honors
should be handed to him on a silver platter, without
any commensurate effort on his part. His mere
existence justifies such exceptional treatment. Many
narcissists are under-qualified and lack skills because
they can’t be bothered with the minutia of obtaining
an academic degree, professional training, or exams.

The Default Behaviors
We are all, to some degree, inertial, afraid of new
situations, new opportunities, new challenges, new
circumstances and new demands. Being healthy,
being successful, getting married, becoming a
mother, or someone’s boss – often entail abrupt
breaks with the past. Some self-defeating behaviors
are intended to preserve the past, to restore it, to
protect it from the winds of change, to selfdeceptively skirt promising opportunities while
seeming to embrace them.
Moreover, to the narcissist, a challenge, or even a
guaranteed eventual triumph, are meaningless in the
absence of onlookers. The narcissist needs an
audience to applaud, affirm, recoil, approve, admire,
adore, fear, or even detest him. He craves the
attention and depends on the Narcissistic Supply only
others can provide. The narcissist derives sustenance
only from the outside – his emotional innards are
hollow and moribund.
The narcissist’s enhanced performance is predicated
on the existence of a challenge (real or imaginary)
and of an audience. Baumeister usefully re-affirmed
this linkage, known to theoreticians since Freud.
But, we are well-advised to make a distinction
between high-functioning narcissists whose
personality is highly organized and low-functioning
narcissist who often end up being failures and losers.
Narcissists are low-functioning (with a disorganized
personality), high-functioning, or dysfunctional
(usually when the patient’s narcissism is comorbid
with other mental health problems.) Highfunctioning narcissists are indistinguishable from
driven and ambitious alpha over-achievers. But even
they tend to implode and self-destruct. Lowfunctioning narcissists are antisocial,
sometimes schizoid, and beset by disorders of mood
and affect.
Three traits conspire to render the low-functioning
narcissist a failure and a loser: his sense

The narcissist’s arrogance and belief that he is
superior to others, whom he typically holds in
contempt – in other words: the narcissist’s grandiose
fantasies – hamper his ability to function in society.
The cumulative outcomes of this social dysfunction
gradually transform him into a recluse and an
outcast. He is shunned by colleagues, employers,
neighbors, erstwhile friends, and, finally, even by
long-suffering family members who tire of his tirades
and rants.
Unable to work in a team, to compromise, to give
credit where due, and to strive towards long-term
goals, the narcissist – skilled and gifted as he may be
– finds himself unemployed and unemployable, his
bad reputation preceding him.
Even when offered a job or a business opportunity,
the narcissist recoils, bolts, and obstructs each and
every stage of the negotiations or the transaction.
But this passive-aggressive (negativistic
and masochistic) conduct has nothing to do with the
narcissist’s aforementioned indolence. The narcissist
is not afraid of some forms of hard work. He invests
inordinate amounts of energy, forethought, planning,
zest, and sweat in securing narcissistic supply, for
instance.
The narcissist’s sabotage of new employment or
business prospects is owing to his abhorrence of
routine. Narcissists feel trapped, shackled, and
enslaved by the quotidian, by the repetitive tasks that
are inevitably involved in fulfilling one’s
assignments. They hate the methodical, step-by-step,
long-term, approach. Possessed of magical thinking,
they’d rather wait for miracles to happen. Jobs,
business deals, and teamwork require perseverance
and tolerance of boredom which the narcissist sorely
lacks.
Life forces most narcissists into the hard slog of a
steady job (or succession of jobs). Such
“unfortunate” narcissists, coerced into a framework
they resent, are likely to act out and erupt in a series
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of self-destructive and self-defeating acts (see
above).
But there are other narcissists, the “luckier” ones,
those who can afford not to work. They laze about,
indulge themselves in a variety of idle and trivial
pursuits, seek entertainment and thrills wherever and
whenever they can, and while their lives away, at
once content and bitter: content with their lifestyle
and the minimum demands it imposes on them and
bitter because they haven’t achieved more, they
haven’t reached the pinnacle or their profession, they
haven’t become as rich or famous or powerful as they
deserve to be.
We all try to replicate and re-enact our successes. We
feel comfortable and confident doing what we do best
and what we do most often. We enshrine our oftrepeated tasks and our cumulative experiences as
habits.
Asked to adopt new skills and confront
unprecedented tasks, we recoil, procrastinate, or
delegate (read: pass the buck). Performance anxiety
is common.
Someone who keeps failing is rendered very good at
it, he becomes adept at the art of floundering, an
expert on fizzle and blunder, an artist of the slip. The
more dismal the defeats, the more familiar the terrain
of losses and botched attempts. Failure is the loser’s
comfort zone. He uses projective identification to
coerce people around him to help him revert to form:
to fail.
Such a loser will aim to recreate time and again his
only accomplishment: his spectacular downfalls,
thwarted schemes, and harebrained stratagems. A
slave to a repetition compulsion, the loser finds the
terra incognita of success intimidating. He wraps his
precious aborted flops in a mantle of an ideology:
success is an evil, all successful people are crooks or
the beneficiaries of quirky fortune.
To the loser, his miscarriages and deterioration are a
warm blanket underneath which he hides himself
from a hostile world. Failure is a powerful and
addictive organizing principle which imbues life with
meaning and predictability and allows the loser to
make sense of his personal history. Being a loser is
an identity and losers are proud of it as they recount
with wonder their mishaps, misfortune, and
vicissitudes.
Why do some narcissists appear to be bumbling
fools, never mind how intelligent they actually are?
Eight reasons:

1. No impulse control, no forethought, no foresight
= counterproductive, self-defeating, and selfdestructive decisions and actions.
2. Acting out: when narcissistic supply is deficient,
narcissists decompensate and go haywire
(see: collapsed narcissists).
3. Pseudo-stupidity: to avoid the consequences of
their misdeeds, narcissists pretend that they have
misunderstood something you have said or done or
that you took advantage of their good nature.
4. Gullibility: narcissists are grandiose and fantasts,
so they misjudge reality (impaired reality test), their
skills and limitations, and the intentions of others.
5. No empathy means that the narcissist disastrously
misreads others and behaves in socially unacceptable
and clownish ways.
6. His sense of entitlement renders the narcissist an
overweening buffoon, the butt of mockery and
derision, rather than the awe he believes that he
inspires and the respect he thinks that he deserves.
7. Hypervigilance leads to disproportionate
aggression directed at imaginary slights and to
persecutory delusions: paranoid ideation often
directed at innocent targets.
8. Finally, the narcissist uses false modesty to fish
for compliments. But his attempts are so transparent
and inarticulate, so fake and manipulative that people
react with repulsion and seek to humiliate him.
8. Jacobsen: Why does NPD happen more in men
and Borderline Personality Disorder happen more
in women?
Vaknin: Ever since Freud, more women than men
sought therapy. Consequently, terms like “hysteria’
are intimately connected to female physiology and
alleged female psychology. The DSM (Diagnostic
and Statistical Manual, the bible of the psychiatric
profession) expressly professes gender bias:
personality disorders such as Borderline and
Histrionic are supposed to be more common among
women. but the DSM is rather even-handed: other
personality disorders (e.g., the Narcissistic and
Antisocial as well as the Schizotypal, ObsessiveCompulsive, Schizoid, and Paranoid) are more
prevalent among men.
Why this gender disparity? There are a few possible
answers:
Maybe personality disorders are not objective clinical
entities, but culture-bound syndromes. In other
words, perhaps they reflect biases and value
judgments. Some patriarchal societies are also
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narcissistic. They emphasize qualities such as
individualism and ambition, often identified with
virility. Hence the preponderance of pathological
narcissism among men. Women, on the other hand,
are widely believed to be emotionally labile and
clinging. This is why most Borderlines and
Dependents are females.

health practitioners in several countries. Parallel with
that, I am helping to revive a theory in physics that I
came up with in 1982-4 and which is gaining
mainstream currency now and I contribute to diverse
fields such as economics and philosophy. Keeping
busy.
10. Jacobsen: What differentiates work set forth
by qualified self-help experts, self-styled self-help
‘experts’ (poorly trained, even badly self-trained),
and qualified non-self-help experts/certified
academic-oriented experts in the area of NPD
research and public presentation of theories and
empirics?

Upbringing and environment, the process of
socialization and cultural mores all play an important
role in the pathogenesis of personality disorders.
These views are not fringe: serious scholars (e.g.,
Kaplan and Pantony, 1991) claim that the mental
health profession is inherently sexist.
Then again, genetics may be is at work. Men and
women do differ genetically. This may account for
the variability of the occurrence of specific
personality disorders in men and women.

Vaknin: There are very few true experts and scholars
in this relatively new and embryonic field and not
one of them is accessible online. The overwhelming
majority of the self-styled “experts” online are
charlatans and worse. They spew dangerous and
misleading nonsense and capitalize on the victims’s
plight. I have never charged a cent for my work: it
has all been available online at no cost since 1995.
The only thing I charge for is my time. The rest is
free: books, videos, papers, articles, everything.
Whatever I make available is based on decades of indepth research into the literature and an experience of
25 years, triple that of anyone else.

Some of the diagnostic criteria are ambiguous or
even considered “normal” by the majority of the
population. Histrionics “consistently use physical
appearance to draw attention to self.” Well, who
doesn’t in Western society? Why when a woman
clings to a man it is labeled “codependence”, but
when a man relies on a woman to maintain his home,
take care of his children, choose his attire, and prop
his ego it is “companionship” (Walker, 1994)?

11. Jacobsen: So, the Mayo Clinic Staff in
“Narcissistic personality disorder“ list some of the
attributes of NPD:

The less structured the interview and the more fuzzy
the diagnostic criteria, the more the diagnostician
relies on stereotypes (Widiger, 1998).
9. Jacobsen: As a foremost expert on NPD, what
have been the novel contributions to the field by
you?
Vaknin: I started my work in this then obscure field
in 1995. I had to coin a whole new language, a
glossary of neologisms and terms adapted from other
branches of psychology in order to describe my
observations and studies. Most of the terms and
phrases in use today can be traced back to my
pioneering efforts (including the ubiquitous
“narcissistic abuse”). My website – with well over
2000 articles – was the only one dedicated to the
subject until 2004 and I ran all the online support
groups for victims of narcissistic abuse until that
year. I want to believe that there is no aspect of our
current understanding of narcissistic disorders of the
self that does not bear my stamp and signature. I am
still innovating: “cold empathy”, “collapsed
histrionic”, “covert borderline”, “flat attachment” and
dozens of other new concepts. I also came up with a
new treatment modality, “Cold Therapy”, that shows
promise in our attempts to reverse NPD and major
depression. I have been teaching all these things for 5
years now to generations of students and mental



Have an exaggerated sense of self-importance



Have a sense of entitlement and require constant,
excessive admiration



Expect to be recognized as superior even without
achievements that warrant it



Exaggerate achievements and talents



Be preoccupied with fantasies about success,
power, brilliance, beauty or the perfect mate



Believe they are superior and can only associate
with equally special people



Monopolize conversations and belittle or look down
on people they perceive as inferior



Expect special favors and unquestioning
compliance with their expectations



Take advantage of others to get what they want



Have an inability or unwillingness to recognize the
needs and feelings of others



Be envious of others and believe others envy them
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Behave in an arrogant or haughty manner, coming
across as conceited, boastful and pretentious



Insist on having the best of everything — for
instance, the best car or office
How accurate is this listing? The Mayo Clinic is
pretty darn good on most stuff, I assume. Does
this differ from the DSM-V or align with it?
Vaknin: This text merely paraphrases the diagnostic
criteria listed in the DSM IV-TR without adding a
single thing or insight to them and without adapting
the language – first published in 2000 – to the most
recent advances in the field. Here is a modified
version of my own:





Feels grandiose and self-important (e.g.,
exaggerates accomplishments, talents, skills,
contacts, and personality traits to the point of
lying, demands to be recognised as superior
without commensurate achievements);
Is obsessed with fantasies of unlimited
success, fame, fearsome power
or omnipotence, unequalled brilliance (the
cerebral narcissist), bodily beauty or sexual
performance (the somatic narcissist), or
ideal, everlasting, all-conquering love or passion;



Firmly convinced that he or she is unique and,
being special, can only be understood by, should
only be treated by, or associate with, other special
or unique, or high-status people (or institutions);



Requires excessive admiration, adulation, attention
and affirmation – or, failing that, wishes to be
feared and to be notorious (Narcissistic Supply);



Feels entitled. Demands automatic and full
compliance with his or her unreasonable
expectations for special and favourable
priority treatment;



Is “interpersonally exploitative”, i.e., uses others to
achieve his or her own ends;



Devoid of empathy. Is unable or unwilling to
identify with, acknowledge, or accept the feelings,
needs, preferences, priorities, and choices of
others;



Constantly envious of others and seeks to hurt or
destroy the objects of his or her
frustration. Suffers from persecutory (paranoid)
delusions as he or she believes that they feel the
same about him or her and are likely to act
similarly;



Behaves arrogantly and haughtily. Feels superior,
omnipotent, omniscient, invincible, immune,
“above the law”, and omnipresent (magical
thinking). Rages when frustrated, contradicted, or
confronted by people he or she considers inferior to
him or her and unworthy.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Visiting Professor of Psychology, Southern
Federal University, Rostov-on-Don, Russia;
Professor of Finance and Psychology in SIAS-CIAPS
(Centre for International Advanced and Professional
Studies).
[2] Individual Publication Date: June 22,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/vaknin; Full
Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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Dionysios Maroudas was born in 1986. He lives in Athens. He has a passion for mathematics, photography,
reading, and human behaviour. He is a member of the ISI-Society, Mensa, Grand IQ Society (Grand
Member), and THIS (Distinguished Member). He discusses: family nurturance; early social life; family
history; redoing things in youth; academic progress in elementary and high school; early intellectual
interests; developments in early life reflecting later interest in the high-IQ world; academic qualifications;
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education and acquire a postsecondary qualification; the earned credentials to date; thankful or grateful for
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Keywords: Dionysios Maroudas, intimate love, Lifework, odd job.
An Interview with Dionysios Maroudas on Lifework (Part Two)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: When we’re gathering
steam in life and beginning to build one, there will
be odd jobs and work that one may not appreciate
in the moment, but will later realize as, in some
manner, positive for the growth of change of
trajectory needed at the time. What were some of
the odd jobs in youth for you?
Dionysios Maroudas: When I finished school, I had
to find a part-time job to cover my expenses. I started
privately teaching maths to secondary and high
school students. I knew it was a temporary job, and I
had difficulties in earning parents and student’s trust,
besause of my age. Another odd job I went through
with, was in an organic food processing and
packaging company. It was a small family company,
without money, with many production machines

bought on auctions, only two employees and one
employer with huge ambitions.
2. Jacobsen: How were these jobs important for
building character and work ethic?
Maroudas: Private lessons was my first job. I
received it as a challenge to find what a school
teacher had done wrong, so that a student would need
extracurricular help. Many times I tried to help
younger teenagers change their perspective, and I
dedicated personal time finding ways to achieve it. I
found out, that there are plenty fruitful learning
methods linked with rewarding, and I used them.
After years I met a student of mine and he rewarded
me back, with one great compliment “thank you for
the abilities you showed me I possesed, but I never
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knew”. It was the first time, someone showed me his
warm appreciation for something I had succeeded
through my work.
This job helped me thinking out of the box. I noticed
that you can chase your goals in many ways when
you work with people. Improving my co-workers or
underlings to make it as a team, demanded less effort
by me in the end and a better secured result for my
team.
To sum up, my odd jobs taught me to be a teamplayer, to invest on people improvement, to be
adaptable and well-organized.
3. Jacobsen: Some of the most significant portions
of life come from the sense and sensibilities
around social life and closest relations found in
intimate love. How has life been in these domains
for you? Only have to share that which seems
comfortable to share in public.
Maroudas: One of the most important portions in
my youth was my friends. Friendship is the first
volitional relationship someone may develop in life. I
was lucky, as I always have had good and loyal
friends, since I was a kid. Expectations, love and
patience is the key for a long-time friendship.
On the other hand, is the intimate love. I was never
what we call a Greek-lover. [Laughing] I mean, the
macho lover for the summer time who lives for a few
intense moments and then changes his partner. I am
romantic and loyal. I respect people around me, as
well as my time, so when I fell in love, I tried to
figure if I can co-exist with the person next to me,
before I even start. I guess, this behavior may stem
from my parents divorce.
I found all I asked in my wife and I feel proud of it.
Finding your partner in life is like choosing the way
you wish to live and the way your child would wish
to raise, so I feel more than happy for my choice and
my baby’s mother.
4. Jacobsen: When you pursued more of a formal
education, what was the tipping point to formally
decide to enter into higher education and acquire
a postsecondary qualification?
Maroudas: In Greece, postsecondary education is
free. You may enter public universities depending on
your grades you receive on national exams after high
school and for a specific number of positions per
department. This has raised a culture for Greek
parents, that their children have to obtain a bachelor’s
degree or even a postgraduate if they want to be
competitive in the job market.

Thus, I had decided to study maths or marketing long
before I finished high school. Unfortunately, if you
want to enter the department of mathematics in
Greece, you are also examined on courses nonrelevant with the subject like history and writing
composition which cut me away from the chance to
enter it, so I entered my very next choice which was
department of marketing. Marketing is what a small
shop, a company, and even a whole market
department needs to function and make profit. That’s
what made it so challenging for me and I decided to
study it.
5. Jacobsen: What have been the earned
credentials to date? Why pursue those particular
interests as intellectual interests? What doors
have those particular interests opened for you?
Maroudas: I don’t believe I owe an enviable bio, or
a CV that would make someone excited. My
credentials depend mostly on my results and
productivity. In every job I have joined, I have helped
it progress and I have made statistically significant
improvements in most of them. Telling people that I
belong to numerous high-IQ societies, I would
probably scare them or even awake in them
unpleasant feelings. People are scared of what they
don’t know and what would make them feel being in
comparison. One of my interests is that I try to solve
prime numbers problems (Goldbach’s conjecture,
Riemann’s hypothesis, etc.) and reading about
medicine and psychology. These interests have
helped me meet people with similar curiosity to mine.
6. Jacobsen: When you look at the way things
have progressed in life for you, and how things
could have progressed in life for you, what do you
regret? What do you remain thankful or grateful
for in life in spite of the regrets?
Maroudas: Except for spending more time in
studying, when I was a teen, I can’t think of anything
[Laughing].
A few years ago, I and my wife were thinking
moving to Canada for a better quality of life. Living
in a country that is famous for its meritocracy, was
the motivation I needed to make such a decision.
Unfortunately, some health issues of our family
member, was the additional weight on our decision
steelyard that held us in our homeland. This was one
of the biggest turn I took in my life.
Daily we make small decisions that form our future
and we have to support them, or to correct them on
time. And of course, we have to understand that there
are many variables that cannot be affected by us.
Being a little bit stubborn, let me no space for regrets.
I am afraid, that if I changed anything in my life, I
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would have commited a treason to my principles or
beliefs that led me to do this action in the beginning.

9. Jacobsen: What do you think human beings will
simply never know in full?

After all, I am grateful for my family, for our health
and living in one of the most beautiful countries,
even if it is in one of its hardest times.

Maroudas: I believe human beings will never know
in full our limits. Human beings are those who built
pyramids some thousands years before, traveled to
space and researched the genetic code, but still argue
about the shape of Earth, nurture racism and vote
governors because of their hate speech.

7. Jacobsen: Many individuals in some of the
highest levels of giftedness have what I call a
“Lifework” as a dream and can, in fact, pursue
this as a reality if they are among the few lucky
people in the world with the ability even further in
luck with the time, interest, and energy to pursue
such things to their fullest. Do you have a
Lifework? If so, why this? If not, any idea as to
the reason for this not entering into the arena of
cognitive or real life for you?
Maroudas: The last years I am trying to decode the
Holy Grail of maths, prime numbers. Their purpose,
their randomness – or better the structural rules they
follow – and why not, to give a clear and simple
solution to one of the greatest math mysteries.
Hunting ghosts like this, demands focus and time.
According to Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, this is a
self-actualization need. So, if I need to spend time for
the top of the pyramid, I have to make it stable at the
beginning. For the moment, I prefer spending my
time trying to satisfy my first-4-levels necessities and
enjoy my newborn child in my free time. I believe
that everything can be succeeded if you have patience
and persistence, so I am decided to wait for my
lifework.
8. Jacobsen: Who have been inspiring figures in
the history of the world for you? Also, what about
the ordinary people one meet in life who do not
plan any grand schemes or have anty spectacular
mental talent? What have been some inspirations
from them? Those people who have little, want for
little, and make due for a life of just and noble
cause in their own way, regardless.
Maroudas: Many bright people have inspired me
with their work, cognitive abilities or revolutionary
ideas. Homer, Archimedes, Pythagoras, Newton,
Gauss, V.Hugo, Galois, Riemann, Curie, Tesla,
Umberto Eco, Freud and many others had an
inspiring lifework for humanity and our evolution.
In my eyes, every single human can be an example
for another one. A good one or a poor one. No matter
what abilities someone may have, being useful is
mostly a matter of will. Personally, I observe
attributes in ordinary people’s character and I try to
adopt the ones I consider at best quality. I have
received great principles from many people I’ve met,
so I ‘ve learned to have respect for everyone.

10. Jacobsen: If we take the ways in which the
women of the world have not had full access or
equal access to the levers of power, so-called, or,
more accurately, the reins of individual freedom
to pursue their own course or path, to make their
own journey in life, how many women geniuses
have we simply lost in recorded human history?
How have the progress of individual societies and,
in turn, the progress of humanity been regressed,
halted, or slowed as a result at times?
Maroudas: Unfortunately we have lost a lot of
geniuses. Ceteris paribus, I would say that the
missing number of women geniuses we have lost in
human history because of sexism, is equal to the
number of known men geniuses minus the known
women geniuses. I believe in statistical equality in
this parameter. Another parameter we should also
take into account is financial status and physical
ability. We can have no idea on how many geniuses
male and female have been lost because of them, and
how many diseases, unsolved problems and social
inequalities would have vanished in a truly
meritocratic world.
11. Jacobsen: What are you hoping to pursue
intellectually into the future, whether formally
through the academic system developed over
centuries or in an autodidactic manner for
personal intellectual interest and pursuits?
Maroudas: As I stated, in our top of needs, an
egocentric need is hidden and patiently waits to make
someone the best he can be. The sector I care about is
based on creating cognizance and knowledge, instead
of adopting another one’s. Prime numbers have many
unsolved problems, and I hope to find the ability and
time to solve at least one of them.
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*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general

intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.
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history in general, mainly around the time period of the 19th century to the 20th century. Tor Arne works as
a teacher at high school level with subjects as; History, Religion, and Social Studies. He discusses: the main
principles of global order; principles of understanding international affairs; a rise of conspiracy theories
without consideration, or little thought for, scientific skepticism, parsimony; unipolar world with a univocal
narrative from the United States of America after World War Two set the tone for the global order; an
information-intensive global economy; individual Member States of the United Nations; traditional warfare
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affairs; the current points of tensions internationally; and pivotal decisions facing nations in the 2020s.
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An Interview with Tor Arne Jørgensen on Historical Knowledge and Application from the Principles of
History (Part Three)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: For this third session, I
want to focus on the application of historical
knowledge and principles of history to the current
political moments before us. What are the main
principles of global order important to bear in
mind for all of human recorded history, insofar as
“global” should be a reduced and non-literal term
in this context?
Tor Arne Jørgensen: I will divide my answers into
two sections, hereby first addressing the following
note in reference to majoritarian democracy at the
cost of the free market through liberal-idealism. The
principle of the free market as to the time period from
the 19th century onwards when the power
relationship in many ways was to be held on the
hands of the mighty few (the bourgeoisie) at the cost
of governing majority (the proletariat).
Populist opinions from the grassroots, postulated in
the hope of change as regards to economic
independence for everyone. This was introduced
under the value designation of equal rights brought
forward through the principle of international law,
and is still today looked upon as one of the major
historical shifts with reference to the principle of the
free market and global trade.
Secondly, popular sovereignty, with it the reference
to the birth or should I say the rebirth of democracy.
Hereby to the personified notion of malcontent by
reference to the crippling paradox within its own
right.
2. Jacobsen: In recent history, what principles of
understanding international affairs have been the
most important, most instructive?
Jørgensen: Hereby reference the five principles of
politics, and especially the section about the principle
of history. By all the turbulence we now see today
within a global perspective regards the Trump
administration, and the besudlende effect this causes,
has now hopefully reached the optimal wanted result,

this by its own crumbling demise of international
stability.
We must not wave the steady course of international
justice, as to deploy the stately war band, by the mere
intent to destabilize the international governance.
As history has revealed before in reference to foreign
policy, the path to global stability, global
development, and world order in general, is done by
way of strengthening ties between states, and not by
building high barriers to keep all foreigners out. The
global leaders around the world, should only concern
themselves as to how we can lead a more open world
policy of tomorrow, that will unite us all even more
than before, and not divide us by tactics of divide and
conquer.
3. Jacobsen: When we see a rise of conspiracy
theories without consideration, or little thought
for, scientific skepticism, parsimony, and the like,
how has this been reflected through history?
Jørgensen: Point of reference regards scientific
skepticism through history as a narrative
afterthought. The human wants and needs as bases
for self-realization to uncover the truth in whatever
manner they may or may not be hidden, is inherent in
us all as a cradling need by the content of skepticism
in regards to any field of interest. All skeptics alike
have been throughout history some of the most
powerful contributors to unveiling the real «truth» by
means of empirical research. Conspiracy theories
with reference to its historical content, has blinded
the general public in so many ways as to religion,
science, philosophy, justice, and more.
Thus the human race is easily fooled by these various
instigators behind these conspiracy theories, to their
applauding result. Furthermore in regards to the
political governance, and its state leaders, done again
in a similar manner, by deluding us the general public
from revealing this truth, as to self-protection by
means of actively proclamating government
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propaganda. Case in point, the military cover-up in
the Nevada desert regards to Area 51 back in the 50s,
and the cover-up of the JFK assassination in the 60s.
The conspiracy list goes all through history, and
onward into the present time. The conspiracy
movement is growing exponentially, and will
continue to do so into the near to far future.
The skeptics will also continue to make efforts to
debunk these theories as best they can. One can only
hope that the facts will see the light of day, ever more
as time goes by. The thought of these conspiracy
theories going ever more viral in the manner that we
see today, is indeed alarming, as to the notion of what
are we then left to believe in, if we no longer can
hold any theory as the fact by its own content. Today
we must be more skeptical about everything, can we
really trust our own government, do they guide us in
the right direction, or do they hold us in contempt by
means of delusion for best purposes served. I surely
hope I am wrong in my belief of delusional altruism
by mind control.
4. Jacobsen: How did the unipolar world with a
univocal narrative from the United States of
America after World War Two set the tone for the
global order seen now? You touched on some of
this before.
Jørgensen: I would like to address the selfproclaimed titling by the United States in many ways
as the modern world’s «World Police». That all the
world’s turmoil stands and falls on the United States
involvement for world peace, whereby the UN’s
involvement is no longer direction bearing as global
order is concerned. That in the wake of the cold war,
has left us with one remaining dominant superpower,
with a predominantly trust position by its own merits.
I find myself wondering, are we all best served, in the
notion of democratic governance, as to be led by a
nation’s leader based on his own self-image, to be the
global god for peace and prosperity for all mankind.
Must point out that it makes my skin crawled by the
very thought, regarding global governance and world
politics in general.
5. Jacobsen: In an information-intensive global
economy, and becoming more technological and
scientific, not less, how is this influencing the
orientation of the global order?
Jørgensen: As the endless power struggle between
the two designated units by freedom of democracy vs
capitalist idiocy within the notion of benevolent
dictatorship, again brought through the process of
technological renewability. Then the pendulum
fluctuation is again fixated to swing even more in the

wrong direction, away from it’s cradling bosom of
democracy and over to the «dark side» with reference
to capitalist dictatorship. The worldwide companies
of today like, for instance, Google, and Facebook,
that take a direct part in steering the democratic
progress in the direction «they» themselves want in
order to capitalize on the ignorance of it’s elected
bodies. The policymakers by rule of law lead into
intentional blindness, by reasons of constitutional law
within the framework of global governance.
The capitalistic movement and it’s an apparent effect,
is in many ways looked upon as to be protected at the
expense of the elected trustee, this is in order to
secure self-determination by reasons of global
exclusivity. These global companies and their
influence range as within the global spectrum,
obtained by manipulating means in order to find
loopholes afforded by «globalization».
Thus the developing progress that we see today with
regards to technological innovation factualized within
the rule of law, is in many ways to be seen as nothing
else than the accumulation of self-interest at the
expanse of international law do «good» by capitalist
dictatorship for the sole purpose of technological
renewability.
6. Jacobsen: For the individual Member States of
the United Nations, how do they operate under
these general principles of international affairs in
historicity into the current moment?
Jørgensen: After the fall of the Axis powers in the
wake of WWII, the Allies by preventive strategies,
regards to the anthropogenic cataclysms that the
world had just undergone. The salient dilemma
regarding global stability by reasons of self-interest,
achieved due to the effect of influencing by way
through grounds of common interest. The general
principle of international affairs within the act of
sovereign rule, by and for every individual state
hereby statute fact.
As father justified by the notion of being nothing
more, then to be able to coexist within new world
governance, again as the direct result of stately rule
imbedded by factual sovereignty of the individual
state. Concluding fact, the individual states back then
and now today, has by that, no other factual reasons
then the established rights for purpose alone, done by
self-justification through measures of increase right
of rule by an act of interference by any foreign state
power.
7. Jacobsen: Traditional warfare involved
physical space, geographic maneuvering, and
long-range and short-range means of attack and
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infiltration, respectively. In an era of information,
how does this change warfare?
Jørgensen: If one is to look at the concept of
«Information Warfare», or (IW) as known, it is
nothing new, but still a type of warfare that is
growing exponentially. The potential power that lies
within the use of IW by criminal intent or not, as to
the intentional purpose of toppling one major state by
another major state into political turmoil or vice
versa. The cost benefits by the use of IW is today
compared to before radically lowered, this in
comparison to the cost-effectiveness of traditional
weapons warfare. Though the clearest cost savings
achieved by any nation as to criminal intent by
strategic self-empowerment, goes to the political
stage by the meddling of Russia in the last US
elections of 2016, were said to secure Trump the
presidency.
8. Jacobsen: Also, how does this change the
orientation of the traditional understanding of
politics and international affairs by adding
another dimension to the typical principles used to
understand global order?
Jørgensen: I will bring forward from the previous
line of question and add to it by saying, if one is to
look at the out of control use of the social media app
herby (Twitter) as ones own personal political
platform, where «I can say whatever I like and get
away with it», because it is my god giving the right to
use the principle by freedom of speech like the US
president is now doing on Twitter with regards to his
opinionated tweets, hereby as a source of outlet
aimed at whoever is to be the target that day, well
what can one say?! I have never before seen this level
of abuse of any media platform in the manner that we
see today, this by the clear intent of securing national
and global empowerment to everyone’s disbelief.
I am shocked by the way Trump is going forward by
addressing his nation, and the world for that sake, by
proactively state his most intimate feelings about
everything from politics, media, law and more in his
tweets. The level of verbal filth and the general lack
of manner on social media upstaged by President
Trump, is not becoming of a major state leader, not
now, not ever! We have all witnessed his misconduct
on social media, as to verbal abuse of other stately
leaders, thus bringing forward more tension between
countries and their respective leaders alike. I guess
we are all humans in some way, by the meaning of
what you and I may say or mean, then later post some
of our thoughts on Twitter or Facebook, but not by a
major state leader in the manner that we now see
almost daily on television.

They should have more self-control as to what may
or may not be addressed towards the general public in
the intent of NOT destabilize world order. I must
proclaim, that the way we are now going forward,
makes me ever so worried on the behalf of us all. The
ongoing abuse of information technology like what
we see today, by the manner of criminal intent, or for
the purpose of securing political self-enrichment, will
not benefit us in any way in the long run.
What or whom can we then trust from what is being
said, not just by the exclaiming of «fake news!», or
propaganda like tweets, by the purpose of selfempowerment. Where then is the systemic trust in
global governance by the foundation on which it lays,
other than by devaluating the status quo regarding the
political stability on a global scale.
9. Jacobsen: What are the current points of
tensions internationally?
Jørgensen: The international tensions that we see
today are divided into many layers.
First: National border security by reasons as to
prevent migration overspill in case of crippling of
both the global and national economies alike. The
number of global migrants in 2019, from what the
UN report stated, was estimated to 272 million on the
run caused by either, war, persecution, famine and
more.
Second: Political turmoil within international trade
policy caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, were
baseline forecast envisions of a contraction of about
5.2 percent as to the global GDP in 2020.
Third: Unemployment numbers like the ones we see
now today, can only be compared to what we had
during the interwar years.
So to the summary of the question of tensions today
within a global spectrum, is in many ways
comparable to the days of the great depression in the
20s and 30s, in combination with the Spanish flu
pandemic just previous of this event. Though the link
between the Spanish flu outbreak and the great
depression is not linked as a due cause by any means.
But in case of, these two singular events in history
can not be fully ignored, and can in many ways be
seen as a possible link between one and the other of
what we now see happening today.
10. Jacobsen: What, akin to other moments in
history, will be pivotal decisions facing nations in
the 2020s?
Jørgensen: In short, the more open policy as to
border control, the strengthening of foreign relations,
and lowering tariffs by means of increased global

1 SEPTEMBER 2020 | ISSU 23 | IN-SIGHT | 254
© 2012-2020 In-Sight Publishing. All rights reserved.

ISSN 2369-6885

trade. These are just some of the issues, that the
global alliance must address in the 2020s.
In my closing of this third edition, I will feel I must
say the following reply. Do not let Trump be the
endemic cause of national foreign relations, nor as to
domestic relations between American states.
As I was pondering today at work about the way
forward for The United States of America, will the
future for this great nation, now be shortened into
The States of America, where the «United» part, will
in effect be no more.
Is Trump leading his own nation into a new Civil
War, that could potentially spill over to Europe and
father onto the rest of the world, thus bringing us all
ever closer to a new world war likes what we have
never seen before, I sure hope not!
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Klan-supportive doctrines of purported revelations and the Serpent’s Seed; William Marrion Branham
claiming Martin Luther King as “communistic inspired”; the anti-integration of the school systems at the
times of the Civil Rights movement; William Marrion Branham and “heathens”; and the deepest
‘revelations’ about the Serpent Seed doctrine being something only the bride could understand in any real
way.
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An Interview with John Collins on The Message, the Klu Klux Klan, Serpent Seed Doctrine, and William
Branham (Part Seven)[A],[B]
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: How was “The
Message” formed in the racist sub-culture of the
Ku Klux Klan?
John Collins: In 1915, the Ku Klux Klan was rebirthed in Stone Mountain, Georgia, by William
Joseph Simmons and a group of fifteen charter
members.[1] Among those charter members,
according to his own testimony, was a minister and
evangelist named Roy E. Davis.[2]

Davis was an official spokesperson for the Klan in
the 1920s[3] and critical to understanding the themes
of white supremacy woven through William
Branham’s theology. It was Davis who trained
William Branham in the ways of the Pentecostal faith
and the “art” of “faith healing”.[4]
Though created as a fraternal organization, the Ku
Klux Klan touted itself as a “Christian”
group[5] established to uphold and enforce “moral”
values they referred to as “true” or “pure
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Americanism”.[6] Membership grew to over 500,000
recruits before government institutions realized that
the nation had been silently infiltrated by a terroristic,
militant force. In September 1921, New York World
ran a series of articles exposing this fact,[7] resulting
in a Congressional inquiry and ultimately splintering
the group into several sub-sects. The Klan was
suddenly exposed as an anti-Catholic, anti-Jewish,
anti-Black terrorist organization inciting violence in
American cities. Congressman William D. Upshaw, a
secret member of the Ku Klux Klan[8] and familiar
name to William Branham’s “Message” cult,
managed to save the group from a government-issued
shutdown.
The description of events that happened next, as it
relates to William Branham, are difficult to
summarize in the course of one single interview. I do
my best to outline the details in my book, Preacher
Behind the White Hoods: A Critical Examination of
William Branham and his Message. William Joseph
Simmons was ousted from the group he created.
Simmons and Davis attempted to create another
white supremacy group called the Knights of the
Flaming Sword.[9] The Indiana Ku Klux Klan grew
to an enormous capacity and infiltrated Indianapolis
Government,[10] only to be left in disarray with the
murder and rape conviction of Ku Klux Klan Grand
Dragon D.C. Stephenson.[11] Roy Davis set up his
base of operations in Jeffersonville, Indiana,
seemingly to seize the opportunity while evading
multiple criminal convictions[12] and after serving
prison time.[13] Davis’ brothers migrated to
Jeffersonville, Indiana[14] to assist in revivals
producing “healing miracles”.[15]
It was during the highly publicized intersection of
these events that Roy E. Davis ordained William
Branham into the Pentecostal faith and established
him as a “faith healing” minister. Based on the timing
of the articles printed in the local newspapers,
Branham’s first ministerial tasks would have been to
battle the negative publicity before, during, and after
Roy Davis’ extradition to multiple states for multiple
criminal charges. After Roy Davis was released from
a 1940 “ sex pervert” prison sentence[16] and
reconnected with William Upshaw[17], the two
former Klansmen planned a strategy to rebirth the
original Ku Klux Klan.[18] Then they reconnected
with William Branham,[19] and shortly after, the
“Message” was born.[20]
2. Jacobsen: When did William Marrion Branham
first learn of the Serpent Seed ideology within a
church led by a high-ranking official of the Ku
Klux Klan?

Collins: Among white supremacy groups touting
themselves as “Christian”, there is a notion of
“Christian Identity” through bloodline.[21] This
“Christian Identity Doctrine” is based upon the extrabiblical claim that the Original Sin in the Garden of
Eden was the result of a sexual union between Eve
and the Serpent. Based upon William Branham’s
close ties to high-ranking members of the Ku Klux
Klan and his statements aligned with Klan
agenda,[22] it should come as no surprise that this
would be a fundamental doctrine in Branham’s
“Message” cult theology.
William Branham alleges that he first came in contact
with this doctrine through George DeArk,[23] who
was an elder in Roy Davis’ Pentecostal church along
with Branham. DeArk continued as an elder when
Davis was extradited for criminal charges and the
church transitioned to the Billie Branham Pentecostal
Tabernacle.[24] It is unclear whether the transfer of
knowledge happened during Davis’ leadership or
Branham’s, but based upon the timeline of events it
would appear that Branham first learned Christian
Identity Doctrine while acting as an elder of church
led by a former high-ranking member of the Ku Klux
Klan.
Understanding the timing of William Branham’s
public position regarding the Christian Identity
doctrine is critical in understanding its racial context.
During the years in which the “Message” was being
birthed, at least according to the sermon transcripts
that we have access to read, William Branham
publicly rejected Christian Identity (or his “Serpent’s
Seed Doctrine) as false. Branham alleged that he
disagreed with George DeArk on this subject, and
preached that “Adam and Eve was the father and
mother, earthly, of every living creature of human
beings that’s ever been on the earth. {…} Black,
white, pale, brown, yellow, whatever color you might
be”.[25]
In 1958, however, as the country grew more strongly
divided on the issue of Integration of black and white
children into schools, Braham changed his position.
Nine African Americans had enrolled in Little Rock
Central High School at the end of 1957,[26] after
which time the issue of Integration went all the way
to the Supreme Court. The Ku Klux Klan and other
white supremacy groups were actively recruiting in
Little Rock, Arkansas to block integration, and had
successfully convinced the public to keep the schools
segregated.[27] The Federal Bureau of Investigation
was working undercover in Little Rock, Arkansas at
that time, and found Rev. Roy E. Davis at the center
of the integration protests. As the Arkansas
government voted to reject the Supreme Court
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decision to force integration,[28] Branham
introduced his Christian Identity doctrine to the
public.[29] Christian Identity doctrine, rebranded as
“Serpent’s Seed”, would continue to be a
fundamental part of Branham’s cult doctrine.
Just like it was on The Serpent’s Seed, but it’s
absolutely proven to be right. I got papers right here,
out of the paper, where women right now…and even
in—in the great…Some of the great dioceses has got
the pictures of the original, a snake crawling on a
woman’s leg, and just in how it goes around her; she
has all kinds of sensations and things, something a
man could never touch her with, with this huge snake
wrapping around her, and so forth. That’s exactly the
truth. And it’s going worse and worse, and will get
worse. Serpent, which he was not…he could not have
had the sex affair with her when he was a
serpent.[30]
3. Jacobsen: How did the theology of William
Marrion Branham support racist ideologies?
Collins: Christian Identity doctrine was not the only
racially charged theology that William Branham
propagated, and his use of doctrine and claims of
“supernatural events” were not solely focused upon
theology. Some of Branham’s teachings included
politically motivated agendas supportive of the white
supremacy ideology. Many of these teachings were
very subtle, and might have gone unnoticed without
the more obvious ones to examine. Branham was
very outspoken against specific public figures in the
entertainment industry, for example, which would
seem out of place for a minister of the “Gospel”.
Many of them just happen to be the same public
figures targeted by white supremacy groups.
Branham frequently condemned Lucille Ball and any
who watched her television show,[31] “I Love Lucy”.
This show, featuring an interracial married couple,
attempted to break down racial barriers.
As the battle for Civil Rights intensified, and Roy E.
Davis assumed his role of Imperial Grand Dragon,
the supreme leader of the Original Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan,[32] Branham was no longer subtle. This
was especially the case when John F. Kennedy began
running for office; Kennedy promised to create equal
opportunity for all mankind “by the stroke of the
President’s pen”.[33] William Branham claimed that
the election of President Kennedy was “one of the
greatest mistakes the colored race ever
made”. Branham compared Martin Luther King, Jr.
and his Civil Rights activism to Hitler,[34] and
claimed that President Kennedy’s support of equal
rights was a denial of freedom of religion. This, he
said, was the “antichrist”.[35]

The most revealing, as it relates to a minister during
the era of intense battle to prevent the integration of
public-school systems, is a tale Branham frequently
used in his sermons. Overlooking the racial slurs
Branham used such as “Aunt Jemima”, the
underlying theme was that of an African American
boy suffering the effects of syphilis – with whom no
“respectable” white mother would want her daughter
to attend school:
The first thing you know, I looked, leaning across a
gate, and I was going on along there singing that
little song, “I’m so glad that I can say I’m one of
them,” singing it to myself, and I looked across the
gate, and there was a typical old Aunt Jemima with a
man’s shirt tied around her head, a little old
whitewash cabin of a thing setting there, and there
was a—a plowpoint hanging on the gate for a weight
to pull it back. And she was hanging out there
looking over there. And I seen her about a hundred
yards away, and I quit singing, just went on down the
street. When I passed by, she started smiling, looking
at me, tears running down her big fat cheeks. She
said, “Good morning, parson.” I turned around. I
said, “Good morning, Auntie.” I said, “How’d you
know I was a parson?” She said, “Parson, did you
ever read in the Bible about the Shunammite woman,
who couldn’t have a baby, and she told the Lord that
she was blessed, and—and Elijah told her that she
was going to have a baby, and she had it, and then
the baby died?” I said, “Yes, I remember that.” She
said, “I’s was that kind of woman. I couldn’t have no
baby, and I told the Lord I’d raise the baby,” and
said, “to suit for Him.” And she said, “The Lord give
me and my husband a baby.” And she said,
“Parson,” she said, “the baby, my boy, when he got
to be a man, he went out and done what was wrong.”
And said, “I couldn’t help it, parson.” Said, “I’ve
washed over the washboard” said, “to try to raise
him right in church, but,” said, “he backslid, and he
went away from God; and he got with the wrong
crowd.” And said, “Parson,” said, “he got a bad
disease, syphilitic, dying with a venereal disease.”
And said, “And he’s laying in here dying.”[36]
4. Jacobsen: What were the Klan-supportive
doctrines of purported revelations and the
Serpent’s Seed?
Collins: As is the case with the central figure of any
religious or political cult, supreme authority in
doctrine and interpretation of scripture was given to
William Branham by his cult following. In political
cults, this authority is granted through a shared belief
in a common goal. Religious cults favor the
“supernatural”, their central figures claiming
“visions”, “prophecies”, or “revelations”. If evaluated
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after the Little Rock Nine incident and Branham’s
true intentions made public, it would appear that
Branham’s “Message” cult following is both
religious and political. Doctrine fundamental to the
cult’s theology, such as Branham’s “Serpent’s Seed”,
clearly aligned with Klan Agenda.
Shortly after John F. Kennedy was elected, Branham
started claiming to have had a “prophecy” in 1933
proclaiming that women voting would result in
“electing the wrong man” and causing the
“destruction of the United States”.[37] Cult doctrine
was introduced that forbade female cult members to
vote, in an apparent attempt to control future ballots.
(It was a common belief at that time that Kennedy
won the election due to his popularity among female
voters, though more women voted against Kennedy
than for him.[38])
When each of Branham’s extra-biblical doctrines and
“revelations” are examined in context of the timeline
of the Civil Rights movement, the agenda becomes
clear. This is especially the case with regards to his
doctrine that a “Christian should forfeit their rights”,
his stance against education,[39] and his statements
claiming that African Americans should be content
with their own schools.
It’s just because they want to go to school. They got
schools. Let them go to school. That’s right. … a
colored man is satisfied in the state he is in, so they
don’t need those things[40]
5. Jacobsen: Why was William Marrion Branham
claiming Martin Luther King as “communistic
inspired”?
Collins: The second “Red Scare” of the 1940s and
1950s was a tool used frequently by white supremacy
groups both to reinforce their agenda and to create
distrust in their opponents. Many people in the
United States feared that the Soviet Union and its
allies had infiltrated the U.S. Government, resulting
in a massive witch hunt to identify communist
sympathizers.[41] As Martin Luther King took center
stage in the battle for Civil Rights, these groups
began to focus their efforts against King, labeling
him as a “Communist.”[42]
It was during this same time that William Branham
launched his own campaign against Martin Luther
King, Jr. and the Civil Rights movement. According
to Branham, African Americans seeking equal rights
was “communistic”:
Down there that day in Shreveport when that uprise
come, and them…and there was all them young
colored inspired out there, communistic[43]

But look, it isn’t them real genuine borned again
Christian colored people that’s causing all of this
trouble. You want to condemn them for that, what
about some of our renegade white kids? See? Now,
what sauce for the goose is for the gander. Well, our
white kids cause twice as much trouble as they have.
That’s exactly right. Where’s it at? In our colleges
and things like that. Some of our higher-educated
people is causing those things. See? Well, what is it?
Now, to show you that it’s communism and not them
colored people, that’s how communism has always
come in to take over.[44]
Like I said, this Martin Luther King is leading his
people to a crucifixion. It’s communistic.[45]
6. Jacobsen: Did this racist attitude and
worldview influence the anti-integration of the
school systems at the times of the Civil Rights
movement?
Collins: It is difficult to say whether William
Branham’s efforts to sway politics through religion
had direct impact, and even more difficult to measure
how much that impact influenced the decisions made
by State and local governments. Without question, it
contributed to the resistance. Any of Branham’s
devout followers would have been persuaded due to
his authority over doctrine and scripture, some of
them repeating his ideology to others. Any of those
same members who were militant against the
integration of schools would have used Branham’s
theology as justification for their bigotry and hatred.
The question is whether or not those committing hate
crimes had come in contact with Branham’s
recordings or literature. With Branham’s influence,
especially among the right-wing, evangelical
Christians in the South, it would seem more likely
than not.
Regardless, it is clear that the main arguments used to
remain segregated can be identified in Branham’s
sermons. Whether claiming the Civil Rights
movement to be “communist” or claiming that black
schools during segregation were “better than white”,
Branham’s racially charged statements would have
been more popular among the opposition than the
freedom seekers.
The question down there is “segregation of school.”
Now, I was there at the first uprise, and I heard it,
and I—I know from what I speak of. The colored
people has fine schools, sometimes much better than
the other schools. And, for instance, in Shreveport
they got finer schools than the white school is. But
it’s the idea of somebody inspiring them that they
should go and mix themselves together. Which, I
think that it’d be all right, but as long as the people
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are protesting it, those southern people, then what
difference does it make anyhow?[46]
7. Jacobsen: Why did William Marrion Branham
consider all black people “heathens” based on the
culture?
Collins: Without awareness of William Branham’s
connections to white supremacy, researchers would
mistakenly assume that Branham was either illinformed or had never visited the locations in Africa
that he claimed. His descriptions of the South African
culture mislead readers and listeners to believe that
large cities such as Durban were undeveloped and
untamed. His descriptions of the inhabitants were that
of indigenous tribes from scenes in Hollywood
movies instead of the civilized cultures that existed at
the time in which he participated in the healing
revivals.
Without awareness of the themes of white supremacy
in his sermons, one might also mistakenly assume
that Branham was simply boasting by
overexaggerating the number of conversions in his
revival meetings, as seemed to be the case among
others in the Post World War II Healing Revival.
Though the revivals Branham participated in
included hundreds of other “faith healers”,
evangelists, and ministers having ministries they
claimed to be just as “supernatural” and “powerful”
as Branham’s, there was very little mention of the
other ministers involved with the revivals. Branham
used the word “I” more frequently than the word
“we”, seemingly with intent to claim the results of
the Apostolic Faith Missions, Voice of Healing
Revivals, and other movements as his own.
Durban, South Africa, for instance, had a population
of almost a half of a million citizens.[47] There were
(and still are) some remaining indigenous tribes
outside of the cities where meetings were held, but
the vast majority of Durban citizens were Christian.
Of those, a large number of Christians were already
Pentecostal. In the late 1800s, John Alexander Dowie
(founder of the Zion City Cult in Zion City, Illinois)
began growing a church of converts, mostly
Zulus.[48] In 1908, the Apostolic Faith Missions
(AFM) began their attempt to spread Pentecostalism,
leading to racial segregation among the converts and
the more than 6,000 independent Pentecostal
churches that exist today. If not for one single
statement[49] in Branham’s post-Africa-trip speech,
Branham’s connections to the AFM might otherwise
have gone unnoticed. He later tried to distance
himself from the AFM, claiming a disagreement in
the process of baptism.[50]

Knowing the connections to white supremacy and the
types of propaganda used in the sermons, it becomes
easier to identify the strategy behind the statements.
The racially charged statements go far beyond racial
profiling; Branham attempted to demonize the
profile. In sermons with titles such as “demonology”,
William Branham claimed that Africans were “big,
burly, heavy fat-like people. Some of them are nearly
seven-foot tall, and weigh, oh, two hundred and
eighty, three hundred pounds, burly.”[51] He
described citizens attending the revivals as “fifteen
different tribes”,[52] without qualifying his
statements with phrases such as “as well as
thousands of civilized Pentecostal converts from the
thousands of local churches”.
His usage of the word “heathen” was based on their
use of cosmetics and jewelry, specifically earrings.
Though the Bible contains many examples of the
righteous wearing jewelry and cosmetics, from the
beauty contest in the book of Esther[53] to God’s
own description of his Bride in the book
Ezekiel,[54] Branham claimed that cosmetics and
earrings were “heathenism”.
That’s the heathen trait. Any paint, never in the
world, but all painting of faces originated with
heathens is always condemned by believers. I hope
this goes real far down home, just to make you real
good and sick for a few minutes. But now, don’t get
angry with me; I love you. But I just want to tell you
what’s truth. Remember, I’ve just returned from the
African jungle. Every one, the tribals of heathen, on
every kind of an occasion they paint their face and
wear great big earrings. The Indian savage heathen
paints his face and puts on war paint when he goes
in—in the… His war is worship around his idols. He
paints.[55]
I can prove this without a shadow of a doubt, that
woman wearing paint come from a heathen trait. The
heathens do it. And boogie-wooglie and rock-and-roll
is a African dance of the heathens. Can’t you see how
the devil come in and polished it up?[56]
Branham also combined negative statements
describing two separate cultures, naming only the
African culture. Whether strategic or not, it resulted
in listeners mistakenly assuming the descriptions
were of Africa. In a sermon describing his upcoming
travels to South Africa,[57] for example, William
Branham described scenes from a popular
“spiritualist camp” in Indiana that was just a short
drive from his home in Jeffersonville. Camp
Chesterfield, home of the famous “Madam Mimi”
offered an attraction of a floating piano that played
the same jingle used in the Beverly Hillbillies
television show, “Shave and a Haircut, Two Bits”.
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Until it was later exposed as a hoax, many visitors
believed they were witnessing actual “spirits”.[58]
I’ve seen the heathens clap their hands, do a dance,
speak in tongues, and do all those things, and
interpret it, but they were African heathens. Sure. I
seen them lay a pencil down, and that witch doctor
stood there and made that pencil stand up, and run
up-and-down on a place up there, and come back and
played, like, “shave and a hair cut, two bits,” and
drawed out an unknown tongue and wrote it out, and
one of them stood there, interpreting it. Oh, my![59]
8. Jacobsen: What was the idea of the deepest
‘revelations’ about the Serpent Seed doctrine
being something only the bride could understand
in any real way? What were the deepest supposed
revelations? Who or what was the “bride”?
Collins: As was the case with any propaganda used
by white supremacy groups, the deepest secrets and
most fundamental ideologies contained the vague,
public version and the deeper meaning in private
versions. If asked by news media or religious journal,
many leaders of Branham’s cult following would
simply claim that Branham’s alleged sexual union
between Eve and the Serpent in the Garden of Eden
resulted as a “spiritual separation” of people, not
physical. Others might claim that it was physical, for
a period of time, but after the Great Flood of Noah,
one of the two physical bloodlines was made extinct.
My grandfather, who was for almost fifty years the
pastor of William Branham’s “Branham Tabernacle”
after William Branham’s death would have never
publicly stated his belief in two physical bloodlines
from behind the pulpit, regardless of what he thought
and said in private. There were a handful of African
American congregants in his church, and this would
certainly not have went over well. He would never
mention in public that my grandmother refused to eat
food served by a person with black skin in a
restaurant, or that family members refused black
renters for their skin color. Those who knew the
public versions of cult leaders have vastly different
opinions than those who knew the private, and even
then, only those in agreement on those ideologies
knew the extent of the private version.
To understand the “deeper revelation” behind
Branham’s Serpent’s Seed doctrine, one must first
understand Branham’s doctrinal teaching concerning
the female gender. Under the public surface, this
doctrine has the context of a physical blood type that
currently exists – not a “spiritual” separation of race
or limited existence. Branham taught that the female
gender was not in the original creation,[60] a byproduct or afterthought designed by Satan[61] for
sex[62] and filth. In his twisted version of the

Creation Story, Branham claimed that God created
the female body as an impure creature solely for the
purpose of sex with the Serpent to produce a second
bloodline.[63] This “perversion”,[64] the female
gender, was not limited to the “spiritual” or to a
specific period of time. In Branham’s theological
teaching, the female gender was physically and
morally the same as Eve, the mother of all living, and
were (in present tense) “not worth a good clean bullet
to kill them with it”.[65]
Based on the timeline of Branham’s reversal in
theology, it becomes clear that his version of
Christian Identity was introduced with a deeper
meaning that could be applied to the current events,
specifically the integration of public schools. It was
the “mystery” of a physical “perversion”, creating a
physical bloodline, resulting in the modern system of
education. What was the result of this physical
bloodline? To the white listener in alignment with the
themes of white supremacy, the serpent and Eve
created the non-white race. To the black listener
unaware of those themes, this bloodline created the
education system they wanted the freedom to
participate in through the attendance of their children.
To the cult member, unaware that any of these
themes exist, it is simply the idea that evil is among
the public, undetectable by the human eye, which
claims a direct lineage to Satan through the Serpent
in the Garden of Eden.
You know that. The woman doesn’t have a seed, the
female. She has an egg, but not a seed. But
she…appointed him, a seed, see, appointed by God’s
appointment, she took the seed. And the great Seed,
course, from the woman, was that God gave. See,
God appointed her a seed instead of the one that
Cain slew; that, the enemy, death, serpent’s seed slew
God’s seed, in perversion there, you see. God
appointed, through the woman, a Seed, which is
Christ, see, to bring back the original seed again.
You see it? And so you see the perversion brought
death through education and intelligence, and what
we call today, science and religion, and so forth, it
brought death. But she…appointed him, a seed, and
then man began to call upon the Name of the Lord,
and begin to come back to the Word again. See? And
remember, follow that seed, as we will track it in a
few weeks, on this serpent. You follow that, it
switches right through the Scripture. Watch it. Them
two vines grow right together, as you heard my
Message on “the vine.” They come right up together,
and so close together that it would almost deceive the
very elected, if possible, in the last days when it come
to the head. It puts forth a grain just like a wheat, but
it isn’t a wheat, see, it isn’t. It’s a shuck, yet. Now,
see there: civilization, education…I think I’ve got
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about ten more Scriptures, you see, wrote down
there, but I think not to go through that. But we
understand by this, that education, science and
civilization, is of the devil. That’s right. It isn’t of
God. It is of the devil.[66]
9. Jacobsen: Thank you for the opportunity and
your time, John.
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C. Stephenson and the Ku Klux Klan in Indiana.
West Lafayette, Indiana: Purdue University
[12] Ex: Pastor Held in Mann Act Case. 1930, Oct
12. Courier Journal
[13] Roy Davis, Singer and Masher, Goes to Prison.
1917, Jun 29. Wise County Messenger.
[14] 3 Davis Brothers Plan a Pentecostal Revival.
1931, Apr 17. The Evening News.
[15] Gospel Healers Claim a Cure at Tent Meet.
1930, Oct 4. The Evening News.
[16] Saltarella, Jim Magus. 2017. Acworth; Heritage
History Hauntings. “A record dating July 9, 1940
showed him in Huntsville Prison, in Walker County,
Texas. The note ‘sex pervert’ was handwritten on the
log beneath his name”

[4] Davis, Roy. Wm. Branham’s First Pastor. 1950.
The Voice of Healing. “I am the minister who
received Brother Branham into the first Pentecostal
assembly he ever frequented. I baptized him, and was
his pastor for some two years.

[17] 1943, Aug 8. The San Bernardino County Sun.
Orphanage, School At Upland Slated To Open Sept.
15. “Former Representative William D. Upshaw is
taking an active part in the organization of the
institution and is to be in charge of the department of
Americanism”

[5] Constitution and Laws of the Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan. 1921. “We the Order of the Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan, reverentially acknowledge the
majesty and supremacy of Almighty God and

[18] The Present-Day Ku Klux Klan Movement.
Report by the Committee on Un-American Activities.
House of Representatives. Ninetieth Congress, First
Session. 1967, Dec 11. “Prior to 1960, there had been
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no effective Klan activity in the State of Louisiana
for several decades. The Klan was reactivated in
Louisiana late in 1960 by Rev. Roy E. Davis of
Dallas Texas.
[19] Branham, William. 1954, Feb 17. Jesus On The
Authority Of The Word. “And he said, ‘Well, I
[William D. Upshaw] was the president of the
Southern Baptist Convention.’ said, ‘Dr. Davis, the
one that ordained you in the Baptist church, was the
one who sent me here to see you.’”
[20] The “Message” is a broad term describing
adherents to William Branham’s cult following. In
the late 1940s through early 1950s, it held other titles,
such as “Latter Rain Message”. See Chapter 31,
“WILLIAM BRANHAM AND THE BIRTH OF
THE MESSAGE”. Collins, John. 2020. Preacher
Behind the White Hoods: A Critical Examination of
William Branham and His Message. ISBN
9781735160900
[21] Christian Identity. Southern Poverty Law.
Accessed Oct 24, 2018
from https://www.splcenter.org/fightinghate/extremist-files/ideology/christian-identity
[22] Ex: Branham, William. 1960, Nov 13.
Condemnation by Representation. “One of the
greatest mistakes that the colored race ever made,
was down in Louisiana and over in there, when they
voted for Kennedy, the other night, put him in. They
actually spit on that dress of Abraham Lincoln, where
the blood of the Republican party that freed them,
and voted a Catholic.”
[23] Branham, William. 1953, Jul 29. Questions and
Answers on Genesis. “he said, “I tell you where Cain
got his wife,” said, “Cain went over and married a
great big female ape.” And said, “Out of that ape
come forth the colored race.”
[24] Warranty Deed. 1936, Nov 9. Clark County
Courthouse.
[25] Branham, William. 1957, Oct 6. Questions and
Answers on Genesis. “Brother George DeArk and
them down there. And I was walked, and the Lord led
me to a little place. And they was discussing where
the colored man came from. And they were trying to
say that the colored man…That Cain married an
animal like an ape, and through there come forth the
colored race. Now, that’s wrong! Absolutely, that’s
wrong! And don’t never stand for that. Cause there
was no colored or white, or any other different, it’s
just one race of people unto the flood. Then after the
flood and the tower of Babel, when they began to
scatter out, that’s when they taken their colors and so
forth. They’re all come from the same tree. That’s

exactly right. Adam and Eve was the father and
mother, earthly, of every living creature of human
beings that’s ever been on the earth. That’s right.
Black, white, pale, brown, yellow, whatever color
you might be”
[26] Little Rock Nine. Accessed Oct 20, 2018
from https://www.history.com/topics/blackhistory/central-high-school-integration
[27] Office Memorandum. 1958, Oct 2. F.B.I. Vault
[28] On This Day – Sept 27, 1958. Little Rock,
Arkansas Votes to Close Public Schools Rather Than
Integrate. Accessed 2020, Jun 9
from https://calendar.eji.org/racial-injustice/sep/27
[29] 1958, Sept 28. The Serpent’s Seed. “All right,
we’ll just find out whether it’s wrong or not. “And I
will put enmity between thy Seed and the serpent’s
seed.” What? The serpent seed! She had a Seed, and
he had a seed.”
[30] Branham, William. 1965, Feb 21. Marriage and
Divorce.
[31] Branham, William. 1956, Aug 1. The Arrow Of
God’s Deliverance Shot From A Bow. And the
people today, they’d rather stay home and see “I
Love Lucy,” or what is that? Lucy—Lucy something.
They’re very loosey; I’ll take that again. They’re
loose enough, they’re running to hell. Exactly. That
might be all right for the—from the heathens, but
that’s not for Christians. That’s right. It’s not for
Christians. Christians won’t…?… and love the Word
of God. If you’ve got something in you feeding on
such nonsense as that, you need to repent.
[32] Assassination of President Kennedy. 00-234030. “On December 9, 1963, Inv. Brumley,
Intelligence Unit, Dallas Police Department,
discussed this case with the reporting agent, and he
through that Earl Thornton, Klansman, and former
associate of Rev. Roy Davis, might be suspect in this
case. Thornton offered to allow Davis to use his
printing equipment when Davis was in business as
Grand Dragon of the Ku Klux Klan. Brumley, who
knows Davis personally, doubted however that Davis
printed these leaflets.”
[33]

Blight, David W. Scharfstein, Allison. King’s
Forgotten Manifesto. Accessed 2020, May 18
from https://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/17/opinion
/kings-forgotten-manifesto.html
[34]

Branham, William. 1963, Jun 30. The Third
Exodus. “One thing, I pray that Brother Martin
Luther King will certainly soon wake up. He loves
his people; there’s no doubt. But if he just only see
where his inspiration. What good would it do if you
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went to school, a million of you laying yonder, dead?
Wouldn’t just be, go to school, just the same? Now,
for—for hunger, if it was for something another,
slaves, the man would be a martyr to give his life for
such a cause, a worthy cause, and that would be a
worthy cause. But just to go to school, I—I don’t see
it. See? I don’t think the Holy Spirit is agreeing with
him, at all, on that. It’s got the people all worked up,
in a bunch of ballyhoo, you see. Just—just like Hitler
did, over in Germany, led them right into a death
trap.”
[35]

Branham, William. 1963, Jun 30. The Third
Exodus. “The natural man, the antichrist, is growing
now. Through politics, he’s already got to the White
House. In religion, he’s got all the people so scrupled
up, till actually they’d fall right for it. And the
denominational leaders, practically every church that
there is in the nation, is already in the confederation
of churches. Raamses is growing. And they’re all
uniting together, and that’s what they’ll have. And
what does it do? It makes a power, a beast just like
the first one.”
[36] Branham, William. 1955, Aug 7. Leading of the
Spirit of God.
[37] [37] Branham, William. 1960, Nov 13.
Condemnation by Representation. “It shall also…has
been an evil thing done in this country, they have
permitted women to vote. This is a woman’s nation,
and she will pollute this nation as Eve did Eden.”
Now you see why I’m hammering the way I do? I got
THUS SAITH THE LORD. “In her voting, she will
elect the wrong person.”
[38] Gallup poll information for 1960
[39] Branham, William. 1961, Apr 11. “Today they
want to make an educational school out of it: reading,
writing and arithmetic. When I got to Africa amongst
my colored brethren, what did they know? Reading,
writing, and arithmetic, they had no business for that.
That’s the reason when they seen a real true moving,
God come into the midst of the people, thirty
thousand accepted Christ at one altar call: Durban,
South”
[40] Branham, William. 1963, Jun 28. O Lord Just
Once More.
[41] Second Red Scare. Accessed 2020, Jun 9
from https://ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Second_Red
_Scare. “The Second Red Scare (1947-1957) was a
fear-driven phenomenon brought on by the growing
power of communist countries in the wake of the
Second World War, particularly the Soviet Union.
Many in the U.S. feared that the Soviet Union and its
allies were planning to forcefully spread communism

around the globe, overthrowing both democratic and
capitalist institutions as it went. With the Soviet
Union occupying much of Eastern and Central
Europe, many in the U.S. perceived their fears of
communist expansionism as confirmed. The U.S. also
feared that communist agents had infiltrated the
federal government. A massive witch hunt to root out
communist sympathizers ensued.”
[42] Honey, Michael K. 2018. To the Promised Land:
Martin Luther King and the Fight for Economic
Justice “In the 1960’s, right-wing groups demonized
King and the movement he represented. The Ku Klux
Klan in Alabama and Mississippi bombed black
churches, murdered civil rights activists, and made
life hell for SNCC organizers in Mississippi. A
segment of evangelical white Christians based in the
Southwest also demonized the civil rights movement.
The Christian Anti-Communist Crusade massdistributed a vituperative pamphlet with a drawing of
King wearing a mask, titled, “Unmasking the
Deceiver, Martin Luther King, Jr.” This eight-page
flyer outlined the standard anticommunist lines:
“King Associates with Communist School”; “King
Lauded by Communist Press”; “King Works With
Communists”: “Lawlessness and Violence
Accompany King”; “King Aids Communist Party
Objectives”
[43] Branham, William. 1964, Aug 30. Questions and
Answers #4
[44] Branham, William. 1964, Aug 30. Questions and
Answers #4
[45] Branham, William. 1964, Apr 18. A Paradox.
[46] Branham, William. 1963, Jul 21. He Cares
[47] “Population of capital cities and cities of
100,000 and more inhabitants”. Demographic
Yearbook 1965. New York: Statistical Office of the
United Nations. 1966. pp. 140–161.
[48] Historical Overview of Pentecostalism in South
Africa . Accessed 2020, Jun 10
from https://www.pewforum.org/2006/10/05/histor
ical-overview-of-pentecostalism-in-south-africa/
[49] Branham, William. 1953, Nov 14. Africa Trip
Report. “And so the—the next day, Brother
Schoeman going up, which he was—he belonged to
the—the Apostolic Faith Missions of Africa. And he
was the President of the—of my—of my group. And
he was a National Committee”
[50] Branham, William. 1957, Aug 21. Hebrews,
Chapter One. In Africa they baptize three different
ways: they baptize once for the Father, and once for
the Son, and once for the Holy Ghost. The Apostolic
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Faith mission, they baptize three times, face forward,
to His death. What they call the Full Gospel on the
West Coast, or the East Coast, baptize three times
backward, said He…unto His burial.
[51] Branham, William. 1953, Jun 9. Demonology,
Religious Realm.
[52] Branham, William. 1953, Jun 9. Demonology,
Religious Realm.
[53] Esther 2:1-18. Bible, King James Version.
[54] Ezekiel 16:12. Bible, King James Version. “And
I put a jewel in your nose, earrings in your ears, and a
beautiful crown on your head.”
[55] Branham, William. 1956, Oct 3. Painted Face
Jezebel
[56] Branham, William. 1958, May 9. Life.
[57] Branham, William. 1963, Dec 1. Just Once
More, Lord. “And then we come back here, through
July and to the middle of August. And then go back,
way down under the earth, at South America…not
South America, South Africa. And on the second day
of September, this coming 1964, the Lord willing, we
begin in—in Durban, South Africa, where we saw
thirty thousand people come to the Lord, at one
time.”
[58] Marimen, Mark. William, James A. Taylor,
Troy. 2008. Weird Indiana: Your Travel Guide to
Indiana’s Local Legends and Best Kept Secrets
[59] Branham, William. 1963, Dec 1. Just Once
More, Lord.
[60] Branham, William. 1965, Feb 21. Marriage and
Divorce. She is not in God’s original creation. She is
a by-product

designer, but that’s the Truth. Satan designed her. He
still does it.
[62] Branham, William. 1965, Feb 21. Marriage and
Divorce. Excuse this, young ladies. She is nothing
but a human garbage can, a sex exposal. That’s all
she is, an immoral woman, is a human sexual garbage
can, a pollution, where filthy, dirty, ornery, lowdown filth is disposed by her. What is she made this
way for? For deception. Every sin that ever was on
the earth was caused by a woman. And an analyst just
from Chicago, a—a woman wrote this article, the
police force; that they chased down, in United States,
metropolitan United States, that “Ninety-eight
percent of every crime that was ever did in any form,
in the United States, there was either a woman in it or
behind it.
[63] Branham, William. 1965, Feb 21. Marriage and
Divorce. Why didn’t He make her like that in the
beginning, like the rest of His females? Because it
would be unbecoming to Him. He is the Fountain of
all purity. That’s the reason He had to let Satan get a
hold of her, what he done in the perversion. Such a
creature would be, would not be becoming to Him,
originally designed for.
[64] Branham, William. 1965, Feb 21. Marriage and
Divorce. You remember what was the first
perversion? Was a woman.
[65] Branham, William. 1965, Feb 21. Marriage and
Divorce. This was my remark then, “They’re not
worth a good clean bullet to kill them with it.” That’s
right. And I hated women. That’s right. And I just
have to watch every move now, to keep from still
thinking the same thing.
[66] Branham, William. 1965, Oct 31. Power of
Transformation

[61] Branham, William. 1965, Feb 21. Marriage and
Divorce. You may question me about Satan being her
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Abstract
Tiberiu Sammak is a 24-year-old guy who currently lives in Bucharest. He spent most of his childhood and
teenage years surfing the Internet (mostly searching things of interest) and playing video games. One of his
hobbies used to be the construction of paper airplanes, spending a couple of years designing and trying to
perfect different types of paper aircrafts. Academically, he never really excelled at anything. In fact, his high
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school record was rather poor. Some of his current interests include cosmology, medicine and cryonics. His
highest score on an experimental high-range I.Q. test is 187 S.D. 15, achieved on Paul Cooijmans’ Reason –
Revision 2008. He discusses: political philosophy; economic philosophy; social philosophy; system of ethics;
an aesthetic philosophy; the political, economic, social, ethical, and aesthetic, philosophies;
metaphysics; raising awareness about a specific issue and coming up with a feasible solution; religion; and
science.
Keywords: metaphysics, religion, philosophy, science, Tiberiu Sammak.
An Interview with Tiberiu Sammak on Philosophy, Metaphysics, Science, and Religion (Part Two)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Within the last session,
we talked about some of the earlier moments in
life and the areas of emphasis relevant for
personal development, intellectually and
emotionally. Today, I want touch more on some
philosophical subject matter for you. The
philosophical foundation of some of the thinking
for you. Your formal thoughts and informal
sensibilities about particular topics found within
the generalized discipline of philosophy. To open
on some of the basic subdiscipline questions of
philosophy, what political philosophy makes the
most sense to you?
Tiberiu Nicolas Sammak: I would like to stress that
politics is not a topic that I am particularly fond of
and my stance on it is probably rather ignorant and
uninformed. I do not have a preferred political
philosophy. However, not having a well-defined
ideology does not stop me to identify some of the
valuable (in my view) concepts presented in the
tenets of the current political philosophies. For
example, I support the idea of universal health care.
Of course, this may have its disadvantages as well,
but I think they are greatly outweighed by the
benefits. I also believe that a state should be secular;
religion and politics should not be intertwined, in my
opinion. Iwon’t enter into further detail on
elaborating more because my knowledge on this
subject (namely politics) is scant.
I will keep this brief and I will highlight a few of my
ideas pertaining to some of the overarching political
issues that are still present today, mainly due to
corruption or grave incompetence (this is a bit offtopic, but I thought it was worth mentioning).
To begin with, a rampant phenomenon that is present
in many political organizations is represented by
gaining positions of power through nepotistic
connections. Not choosing people by their ability in a
certain domain and allowing many who are
unqualified to rule and exert influence in state
organizations is a safe way to a steady decline,
resulting in a system wherein kakistocracy prevails.

Another serious issue is the abuse of power by some
politicians who use their authority in order to gain
certain advantages or just to get richer. It is very
difficult to control this if we are dealing with a
system in which corruption and venal arrangements
between institutions are thriving.
What a state needs is a government led by competent
people, devoid of graft and fraudulent members, a
government genuinely concerned about the
commonweal. Such expectations are probably
utopian, but it is something that should be striven for
nonetheless.
2. Jacobsen: What economic philosophy makes the
most sense to you? The system of economics to
organize and guide the exchange of goods and
services in a society.
Sammak: I think the best economic model would be
one where innovation, inventiveness and hard work
are rewarded accordingly and where the poverty rate
is as low as possible (preferably non-existent). A
significant dent in the poverty levels is a step ahead
towards a better functioning society, perhaps even
contributing to a decrease in criminal activities.
3. Jacobsen: What social philosophy makes the
most sense to you? The social organization and
principles of human relations best suited to
human nature.
Sammak: I cannot think of a desired social
framework, mainly because there’s so much diversity
and a lot of what is deemed acceptable in some
groups may not apply to others. Well-established
principles that might be deeply rooted into certain
traditions or local philosophies shape and define the
relations between individuals.
Many communities function as a homogeneous
group, sharing the same cultural and social
background, all of them having their peculiarities and
ways of dealing with certain things. These
characteristics, which are now commonplace within
different societies and which are part of their identity
were defined and established as appropriate
throughout history. The genesis of the exact
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mechanisms leading to what we now find in these
groups can probably be traced back to a particular
period in time.

my perceptions on paper proved to be really
satisfying. These images are also evocative of distant
memories from my childhood, memories I treasure.

4. Jacobsen: What system of ethics makes the
most sense to you? A morality to set common
ground rules of the ways in which human beings
relate to one another, community, and the rest of
the natural world (of which we are merely an
outgrowth).

6. Jacobsen: Bringing these together as one, the
political, economic, social, ethical, and aesthetic,
philosophies, what framework puts them into one
place for you?

Sammak: I like to believe that every person has a
system of moral principles and is able to discern
between good and bad.
In a perfect world, a deontological approach would
always work, because there would be no exceptions
(something similar to the trolley problem), errors or
some unusual circumstances allowing a position that
might question the soundness of deontological ethics.
There is no doubt that certain actions are inherently
wrong, e.g., stealing, lying, murdering, deceiving and
any other reprehensible behaviour.
I suppose both utilitarianism and the absolute nature
of deontology have their own drawbacks, both being
somewhat untenable in specific situations.
It is my contention that the philosophy of aretaic
ethics is superior to both of the aforementioned
axiological doctrines. As taught in the ancient
schools, this system encourages righteousness and
moral excellence. It is not represented by a strict set
of rules one should follow; it is an amalgam of
theories emphasizing and trying to hone and
strengthen the foundation of everything that is good,
virtuous. Morals are internal and everyone should
always think and reason out why a certain deed is
right or wrong. It is a lifelong commitment to
perfecting and always improving one’s character.
5. Jacobsen: What about an aesthetic philosophy?
Is there a preferred aesthetic sensibility for you?
Sammak: As I have previously mentioned in our last
encounter, I have a soft spot for barren, derelict
places. I have always found them to be intriguing.
There’s a certain, understated beauty and sometimes
an eerie aura that surrounds them. Abandoned
factories, withered crop fields, deserted and forlorn
locations, the fall drawing to an end and leaving an
austere landscape behind – all of these images are
part of the foundation of my favored aesthetic
patterns.
I even tried to capture and recreate the very essence
of their desolation in some of my drawings,
attempting to incorporate distinctive features and
elements into my design. While the results were not
always the expected, the whole process of projecting

Sammak: Trying to enframe all of my preferred
ideologies and glue them together into a construct is
perhaps too complex a task and it would probably
lack cohesion, since the divergence of some ideas
would be difficult to be contained within a
conceptual framework. Or maybe I cannot come up
with one, I really don’t know.
However, to give a definite answer, I presume all of
these philosophies may coalesce into some quixotic
framework, characterized by its impossibility to be
transposed into a real-world setting.
7. Jacobsen: Is there a use for metaphysics to you?
Sammak: As defined, metaphysics is a major branch
in philosophy dealing with the understanding of the
fabric of reality. All of the philosophical matters it
addresses are highly intricate and thought-provoking.
If I were to think of some benefits, all would be
found within the sphere of mental activities. All of
the subfields of metaphysics encourage thinking and
pondering over some of the fundamental questions
they pose.
8. Jacobsen: As we examine some of the pressing
of issues of the day, how might some of the
philosophies remedy them?
Sammak: Honestly, I do not see how that could be
achieved. Perhaps raising awareness about a specific
issue and coming up with a feasible solution would
be a first step. To implement a particular philosophy
that could change the course of events, no matter how
ambitious and compelling, is a very difficult feat. A
lot of people are usually reluctant to change their
views, even when confronted with better alternatives.
9. Jacobsen: What is religion to you? Do any seem
true to you? If some more than others, which, and
why?
Sammak: To me, a religion is characterized by a set
of tenets and teachings wherefrom one may infer
various meanings.
Even though most religions are based on faith in a
primordial deity, this is not always the case (for
example, Buddhists do not necessarily believe in an
all-powerful divinity).
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Personally, I think every religion has some nuggets of
truth. Some might argue that these “truths” are
masterfully interwoven with fictitious and ludicrous
statements. I believe many have quite a few positive
teachings to offer, providing guidance for those in
need. They also bring communities together, many
people finding solace in prayer. Some religious
organizations even help and donate goods and money
to the poor.
10. Jacobsen: What is science to you? How do
those philosophical positions mix together with the
scientific or natural philosophic tradition
dominant in the world today?
Sammak: Science is the observation and the attempt
to understand how the nature and the universe work.
By definition, philosophy tries to find answers to the
major questions concerning reality. Science tries to
bring proof and evidence and to explain how stuff
works.

main scientific or philosophical trend, but I believe
my views to be somewhat reasonable.
I am certainly not a cognoscente in the field of
philosophy, my outlook on the topics being just a
layman’s perspective.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Reason – Revision 2008, IQ 187 (S.D.15).
[2] Individual Publication Date: June 22,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/sammaktwo; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.

Ultimately, the goal of both is finding the truth, both
being inextricably connected. I am not aware of a
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Abstract
Christian is a Philosopher that comes from Belgium. What identifies him the most and above all is simplicity,
for everything is better with “vanilla flavour.” Perhaps, for this reason, his intellectual passion is criticism
and irony, in the sense of trying to reveal what “hides behind the mask,” and give birth to the true. For him,
ignorance and knowledge never “cross paths.” What he likes the most in his leisure time, is to go for a walk
with his wife. He discusses: existence; knowledge; values; language; mind; reason; law; political philosophy;
feminist philosophy; a religious experience; society; sport; potentiality; actuality; determinism;
indeterminism; freedom of the will; constraint of the will; matter; mind over matter or matter over mind; the
chicken or the egg (or the BBQ or the frying pan); introspection; identity; perdurantism; space; time;
necessity; dualism; monism; trialism; physicalism rather than idealism; neutral monism; metametaphysics;
metaphysical deflationism; ontological deflationism; first philosophy; Shamanic metaphysics; possibility; a
material cause; a formal cause; a efficient cause; a final cause; another type of cause; Monadology; a priori; a
posteriori; and logical positivism.
Keywords: actuality, cause, chicken, Christian Sorensen, egg, idealism, knowledge, Monadology, philosophy,
potentiality.
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1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Let’s do philosophy
quick-draw: What is existence?

Sorenson: Something “that is real,” but at the very
moment that I realize it, “is no longer being.”

Christian Sorensen: Is “to be,” by “being there,”
where “potentiality” is currently on “motion.”

15. Jacobsen: What is determinism?

2. Jacobsen: What is knowledge?
Sorenson: Is an “intellectual scar” of “failed
attempts” of trying to get through “a mirror.”
3. Jacobsen: What are values?
Sorenson: Are “universal moral recipients”
completed with “particular contents.”
4. Jacobsen: What is language?
Sorenson: Is a “symbolic” and “symbolizing”
medium, “responsible” for human
“incommunication.”

Sorenson: Destiny.
16. Jacobsen: What is indeterminism?
Sorenson: The god of “absurd.”
17. Jacobsen: What is freedom of the will?
Sorenson: A “reactive formation” of the “feeling of
slavery.”
18. Jacobsen: What is constraint of the will?
Sorenson: The “repression” for fear of
“punishment.”
19. Jacobsen: What is matter?

5. Jacobsen: What is mind?

Sorenson: The “half” of everything.

Sorenson: Is “an indecipherable black box,” where
the “origin” and “end” of its tape “meet at the same
point.”

20. Jacobsen: Is it mind over matter or matter
over mind?

6. Jacobsen: What is reason?
Sorenson: Is the “purest essence” of universe.
7. Jacobsen: What is law?
Sorenson: The “name of father” and its “out-out.”
8. Jacobsen: What is political philosophy?
Sorenson: Is “a packed in tuna cans” philosophy.
9. Jacobsen: What is feminist philosophy?
Sorenson: Besides from being the philosophy of
“man’s annihilation,” it is the philosophy of woman
“flying at ground level,” with “deep feelings”
towards “Safo of Lesbos.”
10. Jacobsen: What is a religious experience?
Sorenson: It s “an erotic experience” lived
spiritually.
11. Jacobsen: What is society?
Sorenson: It is “a human way” of living the “animal
gregarious instinct.”
12. Jacobsen: What is sport?
Sorenson: It is a “socially agreed evasive
expression” of “basic survival” instincts.
13. Jacobsen: What is potentiality?
Sorenson: Is the “possibility of being,” but that yet“
is not.”
14. Jacobsen: What is actuality?

Sorenson: It depends. In “very extreme
intelligences,” it is “the mind” that is above the
matter, but in “the rest,” is the opposite, since it is
“the matter” that is over the mind.
21. Jacobsen: What came first: the chicken or the
egg (or the BBQ or the frying pan)?
Sorenson: The “chicken,” since although “I don’t
know” who put the animal there, because maybe it
was an egg, but perhaps not, and then it could have
been a demiurge or the spontaneous generation, “I do
know” however, that for “the egg” to be there,
“necessarily” it must have been laid by a “chicken.”
22. Jacobsen: What is introspection?
Sorenson: Is “to self-flex,” in order to reach an
“internal sight.”
23. Jacobsen: What is identity?
Sorenson: Is “a mirror image,” assumed as
something “real and proper,” but that “does not exist”
nor “does it belongs” to ourselves.
24. Jacobsen: What is perdurantism?
Sorenson: A theory that believes that “objects
endure” through their “temporal parts” and “not as a
whole,” as “films” may do through the frames of
which they are made up, although loses its “identity
cohesion.”
25. Jacobsen: What is space?
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Sorenson: Is ”a void” similar “to nothingness” since
“it does not contains” something, but is different
from the former, because “it exists.”

Sorenson: It is a form “of eliminativism” in relation
to “meanings” and “semantics,” and therefore aims to
eliminate the “truth property.”

26. Jacobsen: What is time?

35. Jacobsen: What is ontological deflationism?

Sorenson: The existence of “past and future.”

Sorenson: Is a form “of eliminativism” that pretends
to denies “beings property” as “existing.”

27. Jacobsen: What is necessity?
Sorenson: It is “a condition” that demands “the
presence” of “an antecedent,” for the occurrence of
“a consequent.”
28. Jacobsen: What is dualism?
Sorenson: Is to sustain the existence of “two
opposing faces” that unite in the “person of
universe.”
29. Jacobsen: What is monism?
Sorenson: It is a doctrine similar to what occurs “to
some blind,” who by grabbing the ears, tail and the
trunk, each one of them believes that has an elephant
in its hands.
30. Jacobsen: What is trialism?
Sorenson: It is a theory that maintains that “the legal
world” is formed by three elements that are
respectively the facts, norms and the values.
31. Jacobsen: What is physicalism rather than
idealism (covered before)?
Sorenson: Is to believe that “everything” that exists,
is made up “of matter” instead “of spirit” as a
“unique substance.”
32. Jacobsen: What is neutral monism?
Sorenson: A theory that maintains that the “unique
substance” of everything that exists, is neither
“physical” nor “spiritual,” but is instead “a neutral
matter,” which in “its nature” is neither one nor the
other.
33. Jacobsen: Sometimes, things can get rather
comical, verbose, inflated, arrogant, and way, way
too pedantic and academic. What is
metametaphysics?
Sorenson: Indeed it is “an extreme arrogance,” since
is equivalent from an “ontological” assumption in
which God could exists, to maintain that there is
“something above” its being, or according to a
“logical” point of view, to suppose that there is
“something beyond” this last, which in itself and in
both cases, “it is unsustainable” in function of any
rational perspective.
34. Jacobsen: What is metaphysical deflationism?

36. Jacobsen: What is first philosophy?
Sorenson: In certain manner is “a natural theology,”
that aims to study “the being” and “its properties” as
such, in order to arrive at “ultimate responses.”
37. Jacobsen: What is Shamanic metaphysics?
Sorenson: Strictly speaking, it is a “pseudometaphysics,” since although it studies the being and
its properties beyond the world of physics, and
reaches final explanations regarding everything, these
are loaded with “superstitions and tribal mysticism,”
and lack absolutely of “all logical validity.”
38. Jacobsen: What is possibility?
Sorenson: Is the “presence,” of a admissibility
condition regarding something that can “become to
be.”
39. Jacobsen: What is a material cause?
Sorenson: Is what something “is made” of.
40. Jacobsen: What is a formal cause?
Sorenson: Is that “what is” something.
41. Jacobsen: What is a efficient cause?
Sorenson: It is what “has produced” something.
42. Jacobsen: What is a final cause?
Sorenson: Is what something “exists for,” or towards
what “it tends” or can “become” to be.
43. Jacobsen: What is another type of cause?
Sorenson: An “un-caused” cause.
44. Jacobsen: What is Monadology?
Sorenson: It is the “metaphysics” of “simple
substances” or “monads,” that are “formal atoms,”
that is to say, they are not “physical” but of
“metaphysical” nature.
45. Jacobsen: What is a priori?
Sorenson: It is a “judgment,” that is made on the
basis of an “empty form” in itself.
46. Jacobsen: What is a posteriori?
Sorenson: It is a “judgment” that takes place after “a
form” has been completed by “a content.”

1 SEPTEMBER 2020 | ISSU 23 | IN-SIGHT | 272
© 2012-2020 In-Sight Publishing. All rights reserved.

ISSN 2369-6885

47. Jacobsen: What is logical positivism?
Sorenson: Is a current of philosophy of science, that
limits “the validity” of “scientific method,” only to
what is “empirical and verifiable.”
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Independent Philosopher.
[2] Individual Publication Date: June 22,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/sorensen-

seven; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Mhedi Banafshei is a Member of the World Genius Directory. He discusses: family background; the emphasis
on the political nature; religion in Iran and in the UK; values of “education, secularism, and ambition”; a
sense of an extended self or a sense of the family legacy; sociology; religion; professional lives of brothers; the
juxtaposition of religiosity and secularism for mom and dad; particular denomination of religion; the longterm future of religion in the 21st century; the experience with peers and schoolmates as a child and an
adolescent; an agreeable disposition; homosexuality; purpose of intelligence tests; high intelligence; peers
who were around the same intellectual level; the ways in which the geniuses of have either been mocked,
vilified, and condemned if not killed, or praised, flattered, platformed, and revered; the greatest geniuses in
history; great living geniuses; the profoundly gifted; differentiation of a genius from a profoundly intelligent
person; talent gone to the garbage heap; some work experiences and educational certifications; business
adventure; some of the more important aspects of the idea of the gifted and geniuses; some social and political
views; more on social and political perspectives; the God concept or gods idea and philosophy, theology, and
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An Interview with Mhedi Banafshei on Background, Religion, Geniuses, and Intelligence Tests (Part
One)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: What was family
background, e.g., geography, culture, language,
and religion or lack thereof?
Mhedi Banafshei: Both of my parents are native
Iranians, and I’m the oldest of three brothers born in
the UK. My parents, particularly my father, have
always been quite strictly religious despite embracing
the secularism of society. My father attained a
master’s degree in sociology, which made him an
interesting man of combined education and

religiosity. Overall, I believe being a product of both
British and traditional Iranian culture of religious
conservatism has been valuable in terms of gaining a
broader understanding of various human cultures and
concepts. Having to sometimes deal with the
contrasting elements of the aforementioned has made
it easier for me to develop the ability to see the
different sides of issues.
2. Jacobsen: Why the emphasis on the political
nature?
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Banafshei: My father was a supporter of the
government of Shah and was quite displeased about
the Islamic revolution as he considers the successive
regime to be a force of injustice and violent
oppression. In terms of the UK, he has often
communicated historical anxieties in terms of feeling
uncertain about his place in the country and his belief
that he has struggled to get an appropriate position in
his field due to institutional discrimination of
ethnicity and religion. Growing up, I remember
being told that in order to avoid problems of a similar
nature, I should be a leading example of correctness
within all educational, social and professional
structures I participate in, lest I risk
being unsuccessful for being perceived as an
imperfect example of some social fringe.
3. Jacobsen: What was religion in Iran and in the
UK for your parents?
Banafshei: Like most Iranians, both of my parents
were raised in families of Shia Islam. They have
remained firmly dedicated to their religious heritage
throughout their lives.
4. Jacobsen: Who do the values of “education,
secularism, and ambition” mean to you?
Banafshei: My philosophy of life is that knowing
things, being productive and being an ethically
advanced person is likely to lead to better outcomes
for myself and others. I’ve had some processes of
trial and error in relation to these things which have
aided me on my path to this determined position.
5. Jacobsen: Have these stores helped provide a
sense of an extended self or a sense of the family
legacy?
Banafshei: I guess they made sense. The role models
we have when growing up are undoubtedly
important, and I feel grateful to know mine have been
relatively positive ones.
6. Jacobsen: Why did your father pursue a degree
in sociology at the graduate level?
Banafshei: I think one important factor has been that
he’s apparently a man who is predisposed to being
more interested in dealing with the theoretical aspects
of things. It’s something I have always found
reasonably understandable as a thinker myself, even
if I have very often tended to see things quite
differently to him.
7. Jacobsen: What is religion to him (your dad)
Banafshei: It’s the system that gives his life
meaning. Without an eternal purpose, life has no
meaning, he has told me. He reminds me of his belief
that without the guidance religion can provide,

people are likely to fall for any ideological evil and
become the victims of any pitfall of life. I guess
being cognizant of the immense importance of
religion for him while not being religious myself is
something that has in part caused me to become
inspired to learn about the range of the ideas of our
species.
8. Jacobsen: What are some of the professional
lives of your brothers?
Banafshei: My youngest brother is still of schoolage. My other brother is not in employment as he has
special needs. As an older brother, I do my best to be
a supportive figure of hopefully some value in terms
of helping him face some of the challenges he has to
deal with. I feel that I’ve developed good sensitivity
and awareness of some of the things many people
have to deal with in the course of their lives as a
result of my efforts to make what has sometimes felt
like a vital difference.
9. Jacobsen: What is the juxtaposition of
religiosity and secularism for mom and dad, and
you?
Banafshei: Their view has been that secularism
requires public acceptance and private separation of
opposing ideals. No system is perfect, and I believe
things can, and do, generally function a little better
than that. Of course, ultimately only time and further
social development will reveal more clearly how a
society should, or could, be arranged in terms of the
seemingly opposing structures.
10. Jacobsen: What seems like the long-term
future of religion in the 21st century with the
onslaughts on science with some of the
persistent supernaturals and assertions of faith
texts and practices?
Banafshei: Religion will decline further as scientific
advances reveal more about the various natures of
our existences. It will always be around as it seems to
fulfil some human spiritual need, but as we develop
more tools of human welfare such systems will
become redundant for more people.
11. Jacobsen: How was the experience with peers
and schoolmates as a child and an adolescent?
Banafshei: I think I was always a relatively
agreeable kid who tried to be approachable and
friendly with peers. My personal development of
such has related to learning that it’s not always wrong
to be relatively selective in terms of social
association. If we define the term intelligent
colloquially, then I can assert that I’ve often felt
socially incompatible with the non-intelligent.
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12. Jacobsen: Is an agreeable disposition helpful
for the gifted and talented?
Banafshei: I’m not sure I could provide any general
advice for the gifted in terms of this. There is a range
of gifted people and different things will work for
different gifted people. And of course that’s not even
to suggest that the social disposition of a person is
necessarily more important somehow if they happen
to be gifted.
13. Jacobsen: “Contrasting,” how so, in more
precise terms?
Banafshei: Homosexuality and the mild sexual
imagery of media representations were often the
subject of serious criticism at home. I felt
uncomfortable with any normalization of such things
at school as child, but as I grew up it wasn’t difficult
to accept some of the contradictions of the two
cultures of my developmental periods.
14. Jacobsen: What is the purpose of intelligence
tests to you?
Banafshei: At first it was to simply ascertain my IQ.
And since I now have some idea of that, I like to
occasionally look at them for purposes of seeking
enjoyable intellectual challenges.
15. Jacobsen: When was high intelligence
discovered for you?
Banafshei: I guess I started to think about the
possibility of this when I started to attain good exam
results on some secondary school tests I didn’t care
about and didn’t study for. The confidence I gained
from that resulted in IQ testing not too long after.
16. Jacobsen: Any peers who were around the
same intellectual level for you?
Banafshei: I had one friend in secondary school who
had good grades, a relatively impressive store of
general knowledge, and seemed obviously of aboveaverage intelligence. Sadly, I soon got the chance to
learn that he was also arrogant, had antisocial
attitudes and believed some races of people are
inferior. It was then that I realized being intelligent
doesn’t make you better than anyone else.
Intelligence is only one aspect of an individual’s
constitution, and I’m concerned with much more than
just that.
17. Jacobsen: When you think of the ways in
which the geniuses of have either been mocked,
vilified, and condemned if not killed, or praised,
flattered, platformed, and revered, what seems
like the reason for the extreme reactions to and
treatment of geniuses? Many alive today seem
camera shy – many, not all.

Banafshei: The better something is understood, the
less likely it is to be vilified or glorified. And in
relation to this, one can never be truly praised or
condemned for reflecting the conceptual systems of
another back to them, which by definition is not the
role the genius has to play.
18. Jacobsen: Who seem like the greatest geniuses
in history to you?
Banafshei: I would mention Aristotle and Leonardo
da Vinci. They were not only prominent historical
geniuses of great contribution but also ones who had
the vision to do great work in many areas of study.
The true geniuses achieved what they did because
they refused to be conservative in their estimations of
what they could have achieved.
19. Jacobsen: Who seem like great living geniuses
to you?
Banafshei: I consider the greatest geniuses to be
those who can be clearly connected to the most
significant changes of the world. This would
currently include bill gates, warren buffet, Elias
James Corey, and James Watson among others.
20. Jacobsen: What is normally considered
conservative in this context to delimit the full
range of possibilities of the profoundly gifted to
become achievers while not geniuses?
Banafshei: Most observers of any accomplishment
of note will have quite limited expectations of what is
possible as a result of what they’ve seen materialize,
which is something they’ll often make obvious for
others to see. Geniuses are rarely, if ever, those who
internalize the suggestions of people who urge others
to be ‘realistic’ and have limited perspectives of what
they can achieve.
21. Jacobsen: What differentiates a genius from a
profoundly intelligent person?
Banafshei: I think one reasonable definition of
genius could be that of people who live up to their
potential. Few people, myself included currently, get
close to achieving the best that they could in any area
of their natural capability. The difference between
possibility and reality is often the difference between
smart people and geniuses.
22. Jacobsen: How much talent has gone to the
garbage heap due to racist and sexist ideologies,
wars, famine, societal and cultural values against
individual enterprise, political constraints on
radical transformation of societal ideals and
norms, etc.?
Banafshei: It would certainly be interesting to know.
This question resonates with me as a person who
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conforms to very few stereotypes of intelligence. I
have not tended to be what’s regarded as nerdy, I
have no university qualifications, I’m a product and
member of the working-class, and I have had
considerable experiences of being overlooked as a
member of minority groups which seem to be gladly
associated with various forms of propaganda by
growing numbers of people these days. As a result of
this, I have often felt like I’ve been treated in a way
that is consistent with what many expect of me in
terms of these things rather than anything observable
of me in actuality, which has often felt strange and
alienating. I think the result of my life experiences
has been that I’ve become determined to correct
what’s wrong and clarify what’s true. Being written
off many times in life has motivated me to try to be a
positive representation of who I truly am and to
inspire others to be similarly appropriate beings.
Those who face difficulties relating to your question
have a responsibility to overcome the obstacles they
face to create a better world not only for themselves
but also those who’ll be just like them.
23. Jacobsen: What have been some work
experiences and educational certifications for
you?
Banafshei: I have passed a basic business course in
college when I was nineteen and have since worked
in a variety of roles ranging from those of
administration to those in the hospitality sector, I
have worked as a chef for a longer period of time
than I have in other roles. My current aspirations
include the idea of starting my own business in the
near future.
24. Jacobsen: What kind of business adventure?
Banafshei: Without giving everything away, I can
say that I intend on starting a business, or business,
that’ll be inclusive of the things I care about which
relate to giftedness, psychology, research, community
building, and various forms of media to name a few.
25. Jacobsen: What are some of the more
important aspects of the idea of the gifted and
geniuses? Those myths that pervade the cultures
of the world. What are those myths? What truths
dispel them?
Banafshei: In relation to the above, one of the myths
I’m aware of is the idea that only one in a billion of
us can be an Einstein and that the rest of humanity
ought to realize that they can’t be ‘geniuses’ or
contribute anything of much value. The fact is there
are many, many more people out there with great
innovative potential than what seems to be popularly
estimated. Great potential seems to be much rarer
than it really is to people when they fail to grasp that

the achievement of a person is not necessarily only
limited by what they are capable of. Success is better
evidence of intelligence than failure is of stupidity.
The myths of intelligence will be dispelled by efforts
of using it.
26. Jacobsen: What are some social and political
views for you? Why hold them?
Banafshei: I don’t have any fixed social or political
view. There are different ways of societal
functioning, and different people are suited to
different systems.
27. Jacobsen: Where have you sat before? Where
do you sit now? I am speaking socially and
politically.
Banafshei: For most of my life, my views haven’t
been dissimilar to what’s seen as the prevailing ones
of British society. I believe what’s right is simply a
matter of context. If we want to implement the
correct social/political systems, then we ought to be
dedicated to being knowledgeable about things first.
People who currently have loud political voices are
often not very intelligent or knowledgeable. And too
many people tend to be socio-politically disinterested
apparently due to pessimism of change and a lack of
appreciation of the important issues.
28. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on the God concept or
gods idea and philosophy, theology, and religion?
Banafshei: As a non-religious person, my interest in
religion is based on a desire to try to
understand it’s connection to historical human
culture, spirituality and philosophy. Everything is
connected and for those of us who have relatively
vast interests of learning, it makes sense to explore
this significant aspect of human social evolution.
29. Jacobsen: How much does science play into the
worldview for you?
Banafshei: If I had to quantify it, I’d say a lot. If
reasoning of a scientific nature, or scientific
possibility at least, cannot be provided for something
philosophical, then it is meaningless.
30. Jacobsen: What have been some of the tests
taken and scores earned (with standard
deviations) for you?
Banafshei: I’ve taken triplex light by Ivan Ivec as
well as GENE Verbal II and GIFT Verbal I
by Iakovos Koukas. I achieved scores of 161, 180
and 170 sd15 on those tests respectively.
31. Jacobsen: What ethical philosophy makes
some sense, even the most workable sense to you?
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Banafshei: Currently, it seems the golden rule works
well enough in most circumstances. The associated
imperfections of it can be overcome by simply
getting to know one another better, of course.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, World Genius Directory.
[2] Individual Publication Date: July 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/banafshei-

one; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Network Engineering; differentiates Canadian society from American society; the award; the parenting style;
the most honest moment in life; giftedness noted earlier in life; some of the intelligence tests taken; real IQ,
authentic IQ, or true IQ; experience with peers and teachers in adolescence; the state of trust in the school
faculties; a relevant gap in intelligence levels for sufficient communication with self-selected peers, friend
groups, and mentors; the transition to university education; mundane, even trivial aspects of personal life;
ADHD; some of the more exciting, novel, exhilarating, etc. parts of life; a chip on the shoulder and the
narcissism in men; healthier, balanced sensibilities amongst the gifted; if a gifted person feels zero
responsibility to utilize their gifts; a lifelong dream to some lifework or overarching life project; other
organizations, groups, and resources; character traits; people internationally; Canadian personalities; some
of the most creative people; the most cognitive horsepower in history; the Ashkenazim; the highest ethical
standards and actual practices (word and deed) now; ethical duds; freethought; and revelation-based
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An Interview with Julien Garrett Arpin on Canada, America, Intelligence, ADHD, and Impressive Figures
(Part One)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Starting from some of
the family backgrounds, what is it, e.g., culture,
language, religion or none, geography, work, and
educational attainments?
Julien Garrett Arpin: I was born in the
northwestern corner of the state of Arkansas to

English-speaking parents of humble beginnings in
late August of 1995. My lineage is mainly French.
Although my area falls within the Bible Belt of the
US, my family was never particularly religious. I
currently work as a software developer near Toronto,
Canada, after finishing a 3-year program in Software
Development and Network Engineering near here. It
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was during this 3-year period that I received the
World Genius Directory’s 2017 Genius of the Year
Award – America.
2. Jacobsen: For those who do not know, what is
the World Genius Directory?
Arpin: It’s the current Who’s Who of the High-IQ
World. The World Genius Directory was founded by
a Dr Jason Betts, a member of Mensa Australia’s
Administrative Committee. The WGD became an
official member of the World Intelligence Network in
August of 2012. The WGD’s motto is genius pro
mundo, which is Latin for ‘genius for the world’. It
serves as a central point of organization in the highIQ community as a means of bringing gifted adults
together in ways that are good for the world. To help
achieve this, the World Genius Directory holds
annual elections for the Genius of the Year Awards.
The winners are selected to serve as representatives
for the gifted community. There are three GOTY
Awards given each year; one to a member in the
Americas, one to a member in Europe, and one to a
member in Asia. Some of the smartest people on the
planet are in the World Genius Directory.
3. Jacobsen: What are its positives and negatives?
Arpin: There are more positives than negatives
where the WGD is concerned. The members are
respectful. Determining which tests are of sufficient
quality for consideration by the WGD poses the
challenge. Dr Betts handles this well by investigating
and cataloguing many IQ tests and IQ societies from
across the web. Those resources are available from
the WGD website. Like many members of the WGD,
Dr Betts designs and offers a selection of surprisingly
accurate IQ tests, especially when taken together. The
site serves as a reference point for anyone looking for
IQ tests. Listed members of the WGD get access to a
Facebook page that is always lively. I’ve met
amazing people through the WGD. I see some of
them on TV, others breaking world records. The
WGD also serves as a resource for companies or
organizations seeking giftedness or IQ talent. The
WGD has faced controversy for its connection to
psychic research. The website’s URL
is http://psiq.org/. I don’t mind. Research shows that
intellectual and intuitive abilities go hand-in-hand. In
total, the negatives consist of room to champion
pseudoscience while the positives consist of all the
social benefits offered to the world and gifted
community by such a Directory.
4. Jacobsen: With the Bible Belt background, is a
religion in some manner connected to family
general views on the world now?

Arpin: My family remains decidedly unreligious but
open. The prevailing monotheism such as the religion
of the Bible promotes the patriarchal value structure
that is integral to the traditional American family, so
these factors impact parts of everyone’s lives within
the society. Science is the best religion. Politics is a
tumultuous one. These things all culminate into
something strange in the Bible Belt, where people
don’t believe that climate change or COVID-19 are
real. These conservative values buoy the Christian
faith and become part of it to many. The regular
salvos of religious propaganda eventually fostered a
tendency for me to recognize signs of cultishness. I
support and appreciate the utility of virtue. I
understand that our concept of virtuousness has roots
in theology. Religion is an effective means of
instantiating virtuousness but isn’t necessarily or
always the best way. The psychology underlying
religious acceptance has changed how I see the
human condition and desire for connection and
safety. The journey from mythology to science is the
positive disintegration of human sociality.
5. Jacobsen: Why pursue Software Development
and Network Engineering?
Arpin: I loved video games and computers but knew
very little about them. My electrical experience made
me interested in electronics. Computer programming
sounded enticing. I also had some ideas for software
projects that I could only pursue after learning how to
code. One is an advanced SMS platform that brings
computing power to text-messaging, thereby
optimizing customer retention with smarter SMS ad
campaigns. The platform also makes it possible for
the general public to access the internet over SMS.
The platform and business model earned 2nd place in
a pitch competition. Beyond learning to write
software for those ideas, the networking element put
a body to the brain of code. All in all, the choice to
pursue software was a decision I never knew I always
knew I would make.
6. Jacobsen: What differentiates Canadian society
from American society?
Arpin: Canadians are a few points higher in terms of
Latitude and IQ. One-third of a standard deviation,
according to recent instalments of the WAIS.
Canadians outscore Americans so consistently that
they use a separate norm here. I live in Toronto, one
of the most diverse cities in the world. The change is
refreshing. It’s a far cry from my Arkansan
hometown where the majority of citizens were born
in the Western Hemisphere and had little cultural
dissemination. Canadians are a good bit more polite
than Americans, and only slightly more polite than
southern hospitality. Canadian friendships don’t seem
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to run as deeply, however. Many Canadians are great
acquaintances, but neither enemies nor friends. It
stands to reason that this lack of emotional
investment in groupthink is the price for Canadian
diversity in business.
7. Jacobsen: What does the award mean to you?
Arpin: Direction. It doesn’t make me feel like a
genius, but a representative of the gifted community.
The plaque reminds me of how I can make an impact
with my limited time here. A symbol of the trust
others place in me, my dedication to the gifted
community. The gifted community gives me that
sense of belonging and morale.
8. Jacobsen: What was the parenting style
towards you?
Arpin: My parents were laissez-faire in their
parenting style. They believed that they could only
influence me so much as an individual and that I
would, ultimately, be the one making my own
decisions in life. And so, the best they could hope to
do was to teach me the fundamental principles that
they had learned. They were supportive of my
accomplishments and encouraged me to become a
self-sustained adult, above all else. They taught me to
balance compassion and logic and to think for
myself. My parents were always honest with me and
motivated me to do well in life.
9. Jacobsen: What was the most honest moment in
life from them for you?
Arpin: Well, the truth hurts, so their most honest
moment was probably a bitter wake-up call. Life is
challenging at times, even for our parents. Their most
honest moment was the one in which they revealed
themselves as flawed, and told me for the first time
that they would never be perfect. Their honesty
opened my eyes so that I could begin the process of
overcoming my childish naivety. The desire for the
easy way out, to place complete faith in an archetypal
parental figure in hopes of validating the inner
experience is the force that leads to blind trust in
authority and dogmatism. The ugliest moments are
usually the best learning opportunities.
10. Jacobsen: Was giftedness noted earlier in life,
or not? How was this nurtured, or not?
Arpin: Certain signs were present from early on. An
aunt tells me that when I was extremely young, just a
baby in the cradle, she came to see what I looked like
for the first time, and made a joke that I looked like
Yoda in all my fleshy, newly born appearance. Her
words seemed to ring true as everyone in the room
began to laugh, but then they all stopped laughing
and looked at me in shock when they realized that I

was crying because they were all laughing at me. She
said that I somehow understood that they were all
making fun of me, and I wouldn’t look at her for a
while. The fact that she recognized that and acted
accordingly was pretty nurturing. My parents are
unsure when I learned how to read and write. I had
the reading comprehension of a sophomore-level
university student in third grade. I won a competition
in the library for guessing the number of jelly-beans
in an extra-large pickle jar that year. At about the
same time, my class was administering timed
multiplication tests consisting of 80 to 100 problems
that students were to complete in under 2 minutes. To
encourage effort, the school promised every student
that received perfect scores on all timed tests ice
cream at the end of the semester. I was the only
student to eat ice cream when the time came. It felt
horrible. In fourth grade, I won a district spelling bee
against junior high schoolers. My parents also
divorced when I was in fourth grade. I moved to a
new school district in fifth grade and was placed in a
gifted program there in sixth grade. The gifted
program was incredible for me. It put me with kids
that seemed to understand me, and I forged
friendships there that hold to this day.
11. Jacobsen: What have been some of the
intelligence tests taken by you? What have been
some of the scores, and what were their standard
deviations? What would be the relative cognitive
rarity for you?
Arpin: I have taken many cognitive ability tests of
many different types. I generally refer to my IQ as
154 with 15-point standard deviations, which would
put me at a relative rarity of about one person in
every 6,284. I scored 154 on the Wonderlic Personnel
Test, and 154 on the entrance test to the International
Society for Philosophical Enquiry. However, my
scores have reached as high as the 170s. I scored 5.06
sigmas above the sample mean (IQ 175) on the
MITRE/Educational Testing Services Inductive
Reasoning Battery for a High Ability Population,
Figure Series, Form 1. I also scored 170 on the test
RADIUS by Hans Sjoberg. I scored at the 99.99th
percentile of the population on a quiz of social
psychological skills from Yale University without a
formal background in psychology, which means I
have a sense for social patterns. Research indicates
that those abilities correlate with general intelligence.
I also achieved ceiling scores on multiple intelligence
tests from the Psychometrics Centre at Cambridge
University. I scored 145+ on IQ tests from various
universities including the Hagen Matrices Tests from
Hagen University, ICAR 60 from Northwestern
University, and the MV2G from SRH University of
Applied Science Heidelberg. I have a few more niche
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scores, as well. On Hawk-Eye, a test of visual
processing speed by Dr Micheal Merzenich, PhD, I
scored at the ceiling of the test with a visual
processing speed below 76 milliseconds. I scored at
the 100th percentile on the Verbal Memory Test from
Human Benchmark after memorizing around 220
words. I correctly guessed 14 randomly generated
coin-flips in a row during a proctored Binary
Intuition Test for the group Trishula, a member
society of Elysian Fields. The source of randomness
for that test was the TRNG or True Random Number
Generator at random.org based on atmospheric
white noise.
12. Jacobsen: What seems like the real IQ,
authentic IQ, or true IQ, for you?
Arpin: 154. Exact IQ scores are somewhat
fallacious. Even if I somehow extracted a perfect
measure of my IQ to the hundredth of a point, it
would fluctuate within seconds. Overall, my IQ
scores cluster near the 145-160 range. I consider my
IQ to be 154.
13. Jacobsen: How was your experience with peers
and teachers in adolescence?
Arpin: My experience with peers and teachers was
somewhat challenging during that period of my life.
In high school, I often ate lunch alone after selling
food to other kids more cheaply than the school was
offering it. Some of my old friends, many from the
gifted program, would pass by and say hello, so I
always knew that I had a few close friends. But I
always perceived a disconnect from the general
student body. I quit the gifted program in 8th grade
because the program instructor had recently
transferred from teaching students much younger
than I was. Also, my woodshop teacher was
punishing me for my time spent in the gifted program
instead of his class. My peers had a nasty track record
where I was concerned. Once, in high school, I was
the only person with an answer to a question during a
test review. The teacher was out of the room, and
someone openly asked the classroom what the answer
to that question was. I thought I could help, so I
shared my thoughts, but then nearly every member of
the class turned around in their seats and called me an
idiot for having that answer! And my answer was
right! Fairly perplexing. The next day, the teacher
managed to overlook me while taking attendance
even though I was there. It didn’t make me feel
respected or recognized. It reminded me of my
teachers in middle school that would get fed up with
my questions. Early into high school, someone from
the school football team began belittling me in front
of the class. I knew that my peers would have
continued the downward spiral and made my life hell

if left unchecked. So, I used my knowledge of social
patterns to rally a group of students behind me, and
we caught the bully between classes. It worked out in
my favour. That campaign earned me new friends
and peace of mind until graduation. From then on, I
had very little faith in school faculty. I would ask
questions and receive empty answers. Soon, I stopped
participating in some classes entirely. The teachers
weren’t sure what to do with me as my standardized
test scores were the highest in the courses that I
wasn’t attending. At age 14, I discovered an art form
that garnered some recognition in my neighbourhood
and school: lyricism. I developed skills in lyricism to
secure a place in the social hierarchy, and as a means
of personal expression. My peers became more
accepting of me after I began writing rhymes. I never
understood that giftedness was the reason that I felt
disconnected from them.
14. Jacobsen: What is the state of trust in the
school faculties now?
Arpin: I think that academia is finally recognizing its
issues, so I have hope for the not-so-distant future.
According to many sources, the intellectual quality of
academic institutions began to plummet in 2014.
Some never-before-seen wave of cognitive and
ethical famine struck American universities in the
form of cancel culture and girls-only safe spaces.
Suddenly professors could do things they’ve always
done and get dogpiled by triggered students. As
legislative restrictions increased, the university gates
became less selective. So every year, less qualified
students enter less enriching learning environments
under the halfhearted tutelage of increasingly
defensive professors. For many students, the lack of
that nourishing environment is reason alone not to
waste money on bus tickets to class. It becomes more
economic to simply skip class, teach themselves
everything they need to know from YouTube and
only set foot on campus for midterms and final
exams. Academia has withstood heavy blows in light
of recent trends, but it will redeem itself soon
enough.
15. Jacobsen: What seems like a relevant gap in
intelligence levels for sufficient communication
with self-selected peers, friend groups, and
mentors?
Arpin: It is subjective, but maybe I can represent my
thoughts in an objectively meaningful way. It seems
that intelligence differences over 1.5 standard
deviations in size present challenges to
communication. In my personal opinion, a common
interest extends this communication range to 3
sigmas, with each additional shared interest
extending it by about half as much as the previous
1 SEPTEMBER 2020 | ISSU 23 | IN-SIGHT | 282

© 2012-2020 In-Sight Publishing. All rights reserved.

ISSN 2369-6885

iteration. A rough example could go as follows.
Imagine an average adult having a conversation with
an equally average child. Unless the child is almost
an adult, there probably won’t be much fulfiling
conversation taking place. Their brains and internal
languages are too different. But now imagine that the
adult and child have a common interest, like a sport.
What if the adult is the kid’s football coach?
Suddenly, the two of them can see eye to eye in many
ways, speaking in external terms, as men united by a
common goal. So, I would answer your question in
terms of magnitudes of intelligence differences and
personal similarities.
16. Jacobsen: How was the transition to university
education?
Arpin: It would be an understatement to say that I
was looking forward to the me-time following high
school graduation. After finishing 12th grade, I took
some time off. I became an electrician for a year.
After that, I worked a few odd jobs in charitable
organizations until I decided to attend college to
become a software developer. Three years had passed
since my high school graduation, and I was happy to
have taken the opportunity to mature and decide what
I wanted in life. I picked software development
because I knew nothing about it, and I wanted to
pursue something challenging. Met with course
material I found stimulating, I began to rediscover
my giftedness during college. The college experience
was transformational for me. My classmates in
college were friendlier to communicate with than in
high school. Finishing my exams in a few minutes
never made me feel guilty in college! My college
professors still didn’t always understand my
questions or give good enough answers, but it was
much better than high school.
17. Jacobsen: What have been some rather
mundane, even trivial aspects of personal life for
you
Arpin: The taste of toothpaste has always bothered
me, but I grin through it for my coworkers. The
orderliness of chores has the air of artistic expression
rather than a functional requirement. Having never
particularly enjoyed colouring or drawing, I find little
satisfaction in arbitrary house-chores. Ceaseless
swapping of spatial position is a cheap distraction
from what matters. In my opinion, the form should
always follow the function. Things like doing the
dishes seem like nothing more than time-consuming
meditative practices. I can merely purchase plastic
dinnerware or purchase food items that don’t require
many dishes. Consider the fact that using a drinking
glass is obsolete compared to drinking from water
fountains. You create cross-contamination every time

you drink water that has touched the inside of a glass.
More suitable to cut out the middle-man and drink
the water as it falls from the faucet. These sorts of
daily processes that could be optimized or reduced
are my bane. I have ADHD and find the tedium of
paperwork insufferable. I need to clear out my email
inbox, for that matter.
18. Jacobsen: When was ADHD diagnosed? This
is common for boys and men, far more than girls
and women.
Arpin: In 12th grade. Retrospectively, it probably
would have helped to be diagnosed sooner.
Giftedness and ADHD can conceal one another. Oh
well, I’m just happy that I found out about it before I
graduated from high school.
19. Jacobsen: What have been some of the more
exciting, novel, exhilarating, etc. parts of life for
you?
Arpin: The intensity of my personal experience
leaves me in awe of the beauty of existence. Our
universe hangs in perfect harmony. Even a simple
juxtaposition of sticks can teach us about balance and
identity, and these learnings excite me. I’m a
hyperphantasic HSP. I have a vivid mind’s eye, a
mental space where I can imagine and experience.
This characteristic helps me anticipate and prepare
for the road ahead. Impactful music can invoke
rapture within me. I actively pursue euphoric
moments. I find fringe research that probes the
limitations of knowledge to be among the most
fulfilling uses of time. Nothing electrifies my being
like learning something that forces me to rethink
everything I think I know, and the frontiers of science
tend to do that. I enjoy researching things like natural
science, consciousness, reality, number theory,
identity, and everything in between. The mystical
experience has highlighted my time on Earth.
20. Jacobsen: Some gifted individuals develop a
chip on their shoulder based on particular senses
of entitlement in life because of their innate
gifts and, therefore, the internalized idea of
natural rights, deserved status, and place in
society because of the gifts, even unique talents or
character qualities, of them. Some may develop a
lifelong chip on their shoulder towards wellestablished academic institutions, to the workaday
world, to socialization, to the intimacy of any
form, or to building a mature legacy to pass down
in progeny or productions. Men are more
probable to develop narcissism than women. I
observe this in some sub-demographics of the
male gifted population. Why is this the case, in
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both cases of a chip on the shoulder and the
narcissism in men?
Arpin: The answer is simple, though perhaps less
cheerful than you might hope. The reason this
happens as a natural process is because it is the
natural order. The gifted have always been
persecuted, bullied, burned as witches, or shoved into
lockers. Admitting that a superior capability exists
without understanding the nature of its advantage will
raise the alarms of most people. The less intelligent
members of any group that relies on intelligence to
wage war and survive will feel threatened by their
more intelligent contemporaries. Even after the
intelligent one does everything they can to help
society, this will be the case. Oh, a clever inventor
invented a streetlight to bring light to a dark world?
No thanks, it will be called the devil’s candle, and
they might meet the same fate as Galileo. Things
seemingly changed on the surface level after the
gifted community provided technology to the world
in the form of computers and internet access. Gifted
individuals are exploited for their abilities, treated as
expensive assets, just to be deserted, denied, and
detested by their brothers. I was seven the first time I
saw Bill Gates called the antichrist on a Windows
PC. Bill Gates could give away billions of dollars and
reconstruct his entire life mission to reduce poverty
and death in the third world. He would be blamed for
their deaths. He could even warn us of upcoming
pandemics, and the world would blame him once it
arrived. Time to fetch the pitch-forks. Western
culture rewards narcissism with social affluence and
romantic opportunities. To be frighteningly smart and
nice appears threatening and obsequious. As such, a
chip on the shoulder in the gifted male is rarely a
result of unfounded narcissism. These responses are
war strategies and often necessary. Studies indicate
that most school shooters in America are gifted
students. Is it narcissism that leads these students to
seek revenge? Not necessarily. So why wouldn’t the
gifted individual be interested in passing on their
good works and strengths to future generations?
Well, the reality is your progeny and productions are
the capital that will ultimately be criminalized by our
selfish and destructive military-industrial complex
built to subsidize the farthest reaches of the world to
underpin the development of our society. Given this,
there should be little question about why many
abnormally intelligent individuals develop a chip on
their shoulder towards society. Many choose not to
contribute out of self-defence. Narcissism often gets
misdiagnosed in gifted individuals.
21. Jacobsen: Following from the previous
question, how can we help develop healthier,
balanced sensibilities amongst the gifted who may

be on a negative life trajectory due to internal
factors rather than some of the external factors
some may observe with Bill Sidis and others?
Arpin: Gifted children develop asynchronously, or at
different rates than other children in certain areas.
That’s why gifted education programs are so essential
for them. Human beings are social animals that
require connection to thrive. Without peer groups,
gifted individuals often miss out on the reciprocation
they need to develop to their fullest potential. Forcing
a child to attend a school they find mediocre,
threatening, or uncaring isn’t healthy for them. Their
developmental trajectories must be accepted and
nurtured. Academic institutions have to increase the
attention they give gifted education. Lack of
knowledge on behalf of educators is no excuse.
Ignorance of giftedness from parents is no excuse,
either. Parents should always be held accountable for
nurturing their children with special needs, and gifted
children are considered by many to be a special needs
group. All families of gifted children should be
familiar with Dabrowski’s Overexcitabilties. For
those that may not know, Polish psychologist
Kazimierz Dabrowski developed a theory called the
Theory of Positive Disintegration that was adopted
by the gifted community after its tenets seemed
applicable to the group. It posits that only through
facing struggles and surviving can we encounter the
circumstances that teach us what it means to be better
than we are. The five overexcitabilities of the gifted
are intellectual, imaginational, emotional, sensual,
and psychomotor. Most gifted children have at least
one of the OEs, and many have more than one. These
overexcitabilities alter or intensify the experiences of
intellectually gifted children in ways that are
qualitatively different from the norm. Unrecognized,
these overexcitabilities can lead to misunderstanding,
misbehaviour, and misdiagnosis. We neglect the
gifted child every time we downplay their experience
or minimize how they feel, and so we must learn to
be more accepting of their sensitivities. Teach the
gifted child what it means to be gifted. Never leave
the child room to wonder why they feel so different
from their classmates lest they blame themselves.
Show them that capability brings responsibility and
what responsibility means. Let them gravitate to their
natural domains so that they can identify their
strengths and then apply them to other areas. Give
them the freedom to express their capabilities and
insights, and you will see incredible things. Help
them find meaning whenever they ask you for it.
Unite them with others like them so that they can
connect and grow within a peer group. The world
will challenge the gifted child, that much is certain.
We must protect the gifted children. We must teach
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them strength, patience, and compassion. It’s our
responsibility to lead by example as we build
environments that cultivate these ideals. That means
being willing to move the gifted children into a more
advanced or appropriate classroom if that’s what it
takes to keep them engaged and on track.
22. Jacobsen: What if a gifted person feels zero
responsibility to utilize their gifts?
Arpin: Responsibility is a human experience. You
cannot survive without being responsible enough to
acquire sustenance. With that in mind, what could
cause such a hangup where one would choose to stop
eating? An unutilized gift isn’t necessarily a wasted
chance just like movement for movement’s sake
doesn’t necessarily get you anywhere. Maybe such an
individual grew to detest their gift after it caused
trouble for them. So, they stopped contributing that
side of themselves and let it sink into ambivalence.
Perhaps they refuse to be exploited in that particular
way but are happy to help in others. Or maybe they
are depressed, in which case, there are more pertinent
problems than their questionable inclinations, like
making sure they have a reason to go on living. The
question isn’t really about which utilities someone
should feel most inclined to use, or when, but what
they hope to use them on. Is this a rejection of the
self for the sake of others, or of others for the self?
Are these choices involuntary reflexes or conscious
boycotts? The reflex requires external help in the
form of empathy and time to help the gifted
individual heal from the trauma that caused them to
deny their gifts. Voluntary rejection doesn’t need any
external justification or assistance. A human being is
free to abstain from that which disturbs it. These
individuals will likely seek some other means of
chemical fulfilment since their active minds won’t
have responsibility-powered reward chemicals in
ready supply. Acting responsibly, especially with
others to create a sense of group belonging, is hardwired into the human psyche as a source of
happiness.
23. Jacobsen: Have you had a lifelong dream to
some lifework or overarching life project?
Arpin: My goal is and has been to facilitate a
dynamic through which I can enhance society
through the nurturance and enrichment of the gifted
population. The WGD has made this possible, but
there is still much to be done. We are in a position to
provide resources that every family with internet
access can use to identify and nurture giftedness in
their own homes and communities. These gifted
children will be the ones to invent the solutions to the
pollution and environmental toxins left behind by the
military-industrial complex. I’m grateful to work

with organizations such as the World Genius
Directory, Elysian Fields, and leaders in the field of
giftedness from all around the world to accomplish
this.
24. Jacobsen: What other organizations, groups,
and resources exist to provide some backing and
support, and community, for the gifted young –
and the general gifted population?
Arpin: There are many IQ societies designed for
various levels of giftedness. Some of the classic
names include Mensa, Intertel, the International
Society for Philosophical Enquiry, the Triple Nine
Society, the Prometheus Society, and the Mega
Society. Mensa has special interest groups that focus
on gifted kids. For families, other organizations
include the National Association for Gifted Children
(www.nagc.org), Supporting Emotional Needs of the
Gifted (www.sengifted.org), Educations for the
Gifted Organization (www.edgo.ca), and Hoagie’s
Gifted Education Page (www.hoagiesgifted.org).
25. Jacobsen: What character traits in people
impress you?
Arpin: Awareness, honesty, compassion, empathy,
originality, ingenuity, intelligence, diligence,
courage, patience, wisdom, charisma, and
consistency are rather impressive to me. All of the
strengths listed in the VIA Strengths Finder.
Willingness to question one’s own beliefs is
priceless.
26. Jacobsen: What people internationally impress
you?
Arpin: Lately, I’ve been thinking about the
Nigerians. Despite incredible odds, they continue to
strive for excellence and to improve conditions for
their nation and people. Nigerians are the besteducated national group in the United States. Of all
Nigerians in the US, nearly 20% hold Master’s
degrees. A stark contrast to the almost 30% of
Nigerians that are currently considered illiterate in
their country. Nigeria is still working to improve
educational conditions after declaring independence
from Great Britain in 1960. It’s been a steady march.
Nigeria recently eradicated polio from their country
with the help of the Gates Foundation. And that
wasn’t long after overcoming the Ebola outbreak.
Nigeria now has the largest economy in Africa. The
country has a spin on Hollywood called Nollywood,
which is the third-largest film industry in the world
and pumps out four dozen movies each week. The
Nigerian work ethic and sense of culture culminate
into something inspirational. Nigerians lead by
example and leave a hopeful mark in the world.
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27. Jacobsen: What Canadian personalities
impress you?
Arpin: I have a lot of respect for Jordan Peterson
from the University of Toronto and Patricia Susan
Jackson or P. Susan Jackson from the Daimon
Institute for the Highly Gifted. They both raise
awareness of giftedness to help the current generation
improve circumstances for the upcoming generations.
I’d be willing to bet they’re both gifted themselves,
too. Peterson is a professor of Psychology that gained
a lot of attention for his refusal to adhere to shifting
political tides in academia. Peterson’s willingness to
discuss the realities of IQ has opened millions of eyes
to the situation of intellectual giftedness and
intellectual disability. P. Susan Jackson is a
psychotherapist and advocate for gifted youth. She
founded the Daimon Institute for the Highly Gifted as
a clinic for psychotherapy and research of
exceptionally gifted children. She also travels and
speaks to schools and associations on how to
recognize and foster giftedness. These individuals go
the distance and fight for what they believe. I’m
happy to see them succeed because they also fight for
what I believe.
28. Jacobsen: Who are some of the most creative
people that you have known?
Arpin: As a software developer working in the labs
of the leading banks in Canada, I meet programmers
that blow my mind with what they can create. Be it
some graphical design, animation for a webpage, an
algorithm for a database, or a new puzzle game for
your smartphone, they can do it. Software engineers
are more creative than people think. They’re creative
enough to create ways to keep creating.
29. Jacobsen: Who are the people whom you
consider to have the most cognitive horsepower in
history?
Arpin: By statistical and historical standards, the
Ashkenazi Jews seem to have the most cognitive
horsepower of any ethnic group. In terms of singular
individuals, mathematical thinkers such as Newton,
Einstein, Euler, Gödel, von Neumann, and others
come to mind. In terms of nations, I would give the
United States and China credit for amassing the most
cognitive horsepower to achieve their goals.
30. Jacobsen: Why the Ashkenazim? Is this on
verbal intelligence, on general intelligence, or
both?
Arpin: I was referring to their above-average general
IQ scores, which are strongly influenced by their
verbal and mathematical prowess. If the average IQ is
100, the average Ashkenazi IQ is around 112. That

means the average Ashkenazi Jew will score higher
on intelligence tests than 81% of the population.
These findings are well known. Verbal intelligence
has a kind of cumulative effect whose advantage
shifts with circumstances and grows more refined
over time. The Ashkenazi Jews are perhaps the
embodiment of intellectual persecution, where much
antisemitism was born from jealousy of Jewish
success in commerce and politics. With verbal
intelligence being their forte, the Ashkenazi Jews are
skilled at naming things. It’s almost like some God
created them to name all the living things on Earth.
But all jokes aside, they seem to be leading the
proverbial pack.
31. Jacobsen: Who are the people whom you
consider to have the highest ethical standards and
actual practices (word and deed) now?
Arpin: The most ethical individuals are those that
kindle the flames of critical thought and compassion
in others. Those that challenge their own biases and
readily admit their mistakes in hopes of becoming
wiser are usually the ones with the responsibility to
make the hard decisions. The network effect of the
modern world gives each idea the potential to
become a revolutionary ideology. Given our
increasing population size, societal complexity, and
technological interconnectivity, the wise teacher is
more than a pillar of society but a foundation for the
future. I could name mainstream intellectuals,
provocateurs, and thinkers known for challenging the
status quo. These thinkers are rising in popularity
because their ethical value is becoming increasingly
self-evident. Reaching a sufficient level of influence
will lead ethical individuals to divert focus away
from their initial strategies to give back to the
community. Examples of this include billionairesturned-philanthropists like Bill Gates and Jack Ma.
Those of the highest ethical substance make
sacrifices for the greater good after putting in the
work to make sure they have something worth
offering.
32. Jacobsen: Who are ethical duds – all show, no
substance?
Arpin: Emotionally Volatile, Ideological Leftists.
These people claim to value individuality and
difference of opinion, yet would stone us to death at
the mention of mere scientific facts. That is a
paramount ethical failure. These false prophets
belong in mental hospitals. Emotionally Volatile,
Ideological Leftists are so incompetent that they can’t
even bring themselves to complete a Google search
as a means of checking whether the next statue on the
anti-racism disassembly line is of an abolitionist or a
civil rights activist. This left is hysterical,
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bloodthirsty, illogical, and hell-bent on revenge for
the horrors of life. The truth is that I’m politically
left-leaning, yet I find myself inching ever so slightly
to the right with every newsreel of a violent mob
fighting the fool’s fight. I like to say that I left the left
for the right only to right the right, for the left. We
have to fix these problems ourselves. Sadly, some are
too far gone to open their ears to the fact that there
are truths on all sides. But alas, patience is golden.
33. Jacobsen: When you reflect on the types of
philosophies out there, whether supernaturalistic
and revelation-based philosophies found in
various religions and theologies, naturalistic in the
freethinker and natural philosophies or some
variations of spirituality-by-practice without
formalization in a religious codification or
operation within the considerations of modern
empiricism?
Arpin: That depends on what problems you hope to
solve. The utility of a school of thought exists in its
ability to solve distinct problems. The epistemology
of freethought is the inherent mechanism by which
human beings can adapt to change by overcoming
and learning from challenges. But there is a price.
Freethought encourages individualism, and being a
lone individual in any arena can pose a risk. As such,
the legacy of freethought is the expansion of science
through trial-and-error, and then social forces
propagate the results throughout the larger collective.
This process only works when the virtues and
proponents of freethought are encouraged and
protected on a societal level. Inversely, spiritualityby-practice serves an effective means of training a
population to work in unison. The process is
Pavlovian. An army united under morale strikes with
many times the force. In many senses, it doesn’t
matter what lies they believe so long as they strike
hard enough. Synchronized movement enhances
group cooperation, and so many religions and
corporations require their practitioners to engage in
coordinated rituals as a team-building exercise.
Revelation-based philosophies are the result of
spirituality-by-practice attempting to grapple with
change without losing sight of some leading tenet of
morale. Freethought is the most objective and
appropriate philosophical framework for current
circumstances.
34. Jacobsen: What else follows from freethought?
Arpin: Logical models of the all. Freethought is an
infinitely expanding process where each answer
brings questions. Where does it end? At the boundary
of perception and logic. When the understanding of
reality becomes so nuanced that there is nothing new
to ask, then dogma and revelation-based thinking will

rise to preserve the status quo until more questions
present themselves. The continuous output of
freethought is the sciences, but stagnating sciences
rot and turn to dogmatic beliefs.
35. Jacobsen: Is revelation-based thinking failing
or succeeding at this point?
Arpin: Succeeding. It’s becoming more common in
the public forum as scientific knowledge becomes a
beacon of class privilege, turning the people against
science. Supernaturalistic beliefs are cheap, and the
only thing many fanatics can afford. So, as time
progresses, revelation-based thinking breeds
revolutionaries that seek to dismantle the boards of
freethinking rationalism on their spurious eureka
moments. I’ll call them revelationaries. The world is
growing narcissistic, more emotional, and less
intelligent due in large part to social forces like social
media. These echo chambers feed confirmation bias
in ways we’ve never seen. Combine this with an age
of misinformation where you can find a supporting
study for any claim. What you get are the roiling
makings of an ideological Crock-Pot. Now,
empowered by false narratives and lazy research,
household revelationaries are losing patience with the
rationalist narrative. At worst, they consider lengthy
justifications and proofs as time-consuming
trivialities or outright attacks against them. Such
accusations aren’t the product of logic and reason,
those fair instruments of discourse and debate, but
dogma and hysteria. At best, they develop new
pseudosciences that they hope to imbue with some
sense of economic value that they can profit off.
Those without the psychospiritual resources to stand
steadfast against the torrent of falsehoods will fall to
the confusing storm. There will always be the people
that turn to their irrational revelations for the
answers. Flat-Earthers. Climate change deniers. IQ
deniers. All symptoms of a grander process as
integral to human nature as cognitive dissonance. So,
yes, revelation-based thinking is on the upsurge in the
form of science denialism.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, World Genius Directory.
[2] Individual Publication Date: July 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/arpin-one;
Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
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and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Karen Hines is the writer and director of All the Little Animals I Have Eaten. She discusses: background; All
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An Interview with Karen Hines on “All the Little Animals I Have Eaten”[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Of course, your
background is more public as you are a
reasonably prominent playwright. But for those
who would like this in your own words, what is
some background leading into being a playwright
around more critical social commentary issues?
Karen Hines: I started off as a child actor. My first
performing job was a pay that my great stepgrandfather and “common law,” [Laughing] as he
called himself, produced with his then independent
theatre company. So, I got a taste for this. It was an
adaptation of [did not get this]. I got a taste for
independent theatre and left-leaning work. Then I
began doing sketch comedy, improv, when I was in
my late teens. Then in my early 20s, I became a
member of the Second City comedy company. They
present satire and parodies. They’re doing critiques
of contemporary culture. I would say that I really got
a sense of possibilities in that kind of work. I sculpted
my studies around that kind of work. So, I studied
clown and bouffon, but only so that I could further

define what I was doing as a satirist, as a baby
satirist. I studied lots of different things. I was
originally a performer, then a performer-writer, then
performer-writer-director as time went on. I got a
taste for it. My parents are scientists and atheists. I
suppose that I was brought up in a family that
questioned. I have this grandmother who was an
author. My great step-grandfather and common law
was very experimental in the world of theatre. All of
those influenced.
2. Jacobsen: With regards to the current
production, All The Little Animals I Have Eaten,
what was the starting point when some of the
ideas were coming to the front of mind for you?
Hines: It began as something quite different than
what it has become. It began as a exercise. I was
interested in the Bechdel Test or the Bechdel-Wallace
Test. I was interested in this kind of experiment in
writing a bunch of disparate scenes that pass the test
and what kind of feeling that might create in a room,
having scenes that all pass the test. The play really
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began to evolve almost as soon as I started doing
readings of it, or presenting pieces for grant
applications or whatever, because the world began to
change quickly. I guess, the earliest pieces that I
wrote were in 2014. At that time, the Bechdel Test
was pretty unknown to a lot of people. It was a new
territory and needed to explain this to people. Very
soon after that, we had the MeToo movement and
Donald Trump was elected into office. The world
changed, and changed, and changed again. The
Bechdel-Wallace Test seemed quaint by comparison.
It was no longer weighty enough to hold the centre of
a full-length play. Then I just began improvising. As
a writer, you are trying to respond instinctively to
what I was seeing in the world and not necessarily
writing about those things. I do not write about the
MeToo movement or abut Donald Trump. But as a
writer, I was writing in a way that was responding to
the world that we were in. The scenes are mostly
about professionals and all-female, which makes
sense when you remember this started as a playful
examination or meditation including the Bechdel
Test. But the world surrounding this condominium
seemed much darker, much more inclusive of the
changes. Everything feels a lot scarier since I began
to write this play 6 years ago.
3. Jacobsen: When we look at some of the political
contexts, it is quite a startling thing to see. It could
be Hungary with Orban to Xi Jinping getting rid
of term limits. There is a large contingent of
political examples of strongmanism akin to
Trump and almost to who Trump has almost
given an excuse for and emboldened. There seems
to be a trend in some feminist literature and
writing in Canada to not necessarily write directly
about those political and social occurrences.
Rather, it is more portraying this more in a
fictional setting, so Margaret Atwood is very
famous for this, as we both know. Taking puzzle
pieces of the real world in history, misogyny and
so on, and then making a big puzzle out of it, then
calling this The Handmaid’s Tale, and so on, were
there pieces brought together in this individual
narrative to pass the Bechdel Test, and then
further weaved together?
Hines: Yes, initially, I had no idea how they were
going to knit together. As I was working, I realized
most of the scenes were set in a restaurant or a café,
or a bistro. The ones that were not were very easy to
change. That was probably partly because I was
talking about conversations between women and
overhearing conversations between people. Of
course, there is no greater way to overhear
conversations than to be a server.

Jacobsen: [Laughing].
Hines: I had been a server in my late teens and early
twenties. I thought, “I don’t know what it is like to be
20-something now. I know 20-year-olds. I do not
know what it is like to be a server.” That server
character is sort of what ties things together now.
Then I realized that I had to focus this further
[Laughing] because people’s ideas around feminism
are so fractured.
Jacobsen: Sure.
Hines: There’s no way to write a play set in a
condominium and pretend to cover all version of
females.
Jacobsen: [Laughing].
Hines: I decided that I would really focus it on an allfemale condo with real estate being sold. I decided to
really focus down on aspects of consumer culture,
market driven feminism, capitalism, neo-liberalism,
etc., and through a very distinctively female lens.
4. Jacobsen: I recall a conversation between
Margaret Atwood and Michelle Goldberg off-thetop. Michelle Goldberg mentioned “feminism.”
Margaret Atwood retorted, ‘We have to be careful
about that term because it means about 50
different things now.’
Hines: Yes.
Jacobsen: When you mention the ‘fracturing’ of
it, that’s what comes to mind. It is the idea that
there are these various branches that fall under
that rubric of feminism, but they are, as you note,
“market driven feminism.” There’s a whole bunch
of others. They are more or less allied, but they
have different areas of emphasis. So, when you’re
coming to this play presenting mostly or all
women voices, but not the complete of women’s
voices, of course, what is the idea of feminism that
you’re bringing to mind here or hoping to bring to
mind in the audience?
Hines: I am, certainly, going to piss some people off.
Jacobsen: [Laughing].
Hines: [Laughing] a lot of the women depicted in
this play are not “good” women. They are women for
whom individual gain is very important and getting
ahead. They talk about accelerated feminism. What
that means is very different from person to person, it
is the tender server who walks among them and must
decide whether she will accept or resist what she is
seeing around her. Although, she wants her own
place. She wants to succeed. She is confronted with
people who are ostensibly succeeding. But
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[Laughing] the type of feminism that they are
exuding is the all-for-me feminism [Laughing]. They
are very much into the trappings of contemporary
market driven feminism. They might want the leisure
and things often marketed to women. These are often
what they talk about. They are not lacking in poetry
or intelligence. They just want what they want. I
would say, “They are market driven feminists”
[Laughing].
Jacobsen: When I hear that, the ideas that come
to mind are a more comprehensive view or range
of feminisms, or believing in different forms of
feminism that are more or less allied with one
another, but behaving in ways that are not
necessarily feminist or reasonably accurate to that
standard that many would accept – and what that
shows is humanizing of women in that manner. I
think Chris Rock had a saying. When black
people in the United States can fail the way white
people can fail, and bounce back the white people
can, if they are hardworking enough and
persistent enough, then that’s the more robust
sign of equality.
Hines: Right.
Jacobsen: I think this instance of portraying
women as human beings, as all sorts of the
nobilities, the foibles, and the forgetfulness, the
aging, the bad eyesight, the Machiavellianism to
get ahead. All of these things. I think what you’re
portraying is not the idea of feminism, but, maybe,
a more honest representation of what feminism
means as humanizing women as complete beings.
Hines: Yes and no, I go pretty hard on them. It is this
server’s story, but it is a server’s nightmare. I don’t
know if you have ever worked in a restaurant.
Jacobsen: I am working in one right now
[Laughing] [Ed. This is before the SARS-CoV2/Coronavirus/COVID-19 global pandemic, as
declared by the World Health Organisation,
leading to the shutting down of the restaurant,
hopefully temporarily, in Vancouver, British
Columbia, Canada at the moment, which comes
from the national emergency declarations of the
Federal Liberal Government of the Rt. Hon.
Justin Trudeau.]
Hines: I still have nightmares from my server years. I
do recall nights as a server that were among the most
stressful nights of my life. It is really tough when you
are young and, obviously, if you are working in a
decent restaurant; then, it is the best money. What it
can take out of you is a lot, I focused on the darker
aspects of that, the harder aspects of that. So, that it
is, first of all, comedic, because if everyone is super

nice to each other, then it is not funny. I instinctively
went for the jugular on a type of woman or feminist.
But it is a focus on a type of woman that is very
human. But you should know that these are sort of
surreal characters. They are not meant to represent all
women or the darker side of women, but women in a
place where the real estate is over $1,000 a square
foot. They had to get there sometimes by not being
the nicest people in the world. It is focused on this
place. This place is imaginary. We talked about
Margaret Atwood. It is not quite as extreme as The
Handmaid’s Tale. It is its own strange place.
Meanwhile, the condo that it is set in is called La
Ferme. It is French for “The Farm.” It features live
animals and living plants that ostensibly being raised
and grown to eat. So, it has a beautiful aspect to it.
The vegetation is gorgeous. Also, set against these
problematic women are two women who share
conversations with each other, which go back to the
Bechdel Test, they are really beautiful conversations
and fun conversations. Also, they are not about
feminism or about men. In the case of this play, they
are not about babies and families. They are about the
world. I would say that those women are, if anything,
the women people, hopefully, focus on the
foreground against the background of these heinous
women [Laughing].
Jacobsen: [Laughing].
Hines: Because these women are kind of
counterculture. They are finding their way through
this job. They are going to school. All of that. They
are resisting. So, we have two extremes of women.
The ones there are more of; they are the heinous
variety with self-serving, greedy, money focused,
materialistic, and so on, at the expense of others type
women. Then there are these two women who really
are interested in the world, in their future, in the
future of what is outside of the confines of La Ferme.
5. Jacobsen: If I may ask, was one of the
nightmares from the restaurant serving time in
your 20s incorporated into the play? And if so,
what?
Hines: Yes! [Laughing] even when I was still
serving, and after, I used to have a dream that my
section as in 4 different locations. For a while, that
dream was in some restaurant building that I was
actually working in, but the dream morphed.
Sometimes, it was in a forest. My section was in a
forest. I couldn’t see the tables, I think, maybe, that is
how subconsciously the vegetation has become part
of the scenography of the play. I also used to dream
that my section was on several different subway
platforms. I would have to jump on the subway to
check on my other three sections. So, this server has,
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on this night, a section spread out over 4 distinct
areas. Her fellow server has not shown up. She is on
her own. She is dealing with tables all over the place.
And she can’t see them all.
6. Jacobsen: Is there a second nightmare?
Hines: I would say that that nightmare of not being
able to see my tables because of trees and,
sometimes, subway platforms was the nightmare that
kept happening over the years. I am trying to think. I
think the nightmares, too, include, usually, the stress
coming from the tables. The pressured situation with
customers who are not necessarily all that kind,
which is very common. I think that a lot of servers
will tell you that they might get jobs in better
restaurants, but, often, the clientele becomes more
demanding and more unpleasant as you move to finer
dining.
7. Jacobsen: So, my last question, then, would be:
I can’t ask you, ‘What is the meaning of the title?’
That’s for people to figure out themselves. I am
not going to ask you, ‘What should people take
away from the story?’ Because that could be a
million things. What I am going to ask you is the

reverse of the last question, what do you hope
people not take away as a message from this play?
Hines: Oh! I hope that they don’t think that I am
telling them to be vegan.
Jacobsen: [Laughing].
Hines: [Laughing] I mean, one, I think it is a great
thing to be. But it is not about that. It is not about Me
Too or about Trump, as I said. It is about the word.
Yes, it has, to me, a relationship to animals. But it is
not as simple or straightforward as, “You should stop
eating meat.”
8. Jacobsen: Thank you for the lovely
conversation today, Karen.
Hines: Thank you very much, I really enjoyed the
questions.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Writer and Director.
[2] Individual Publication Date: July 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/hines; Full
Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.

1 SEPTEMBER 2020 | ISSU 23 | IN-SIGHT | 292
© 2012-2020 In-Sight Publishing. All rights reserved.

ISSN 2369-6885

An Interview with Marios Sophia
Prodromou on Names, Metaphor,
Cyprus, Greek Heritage, Genius,
Religion, Mysticism, and More
(Part One)
Interviewer: Scott Douglas Jacobsen
Numbering: Issue 23.A, Idea: Outliers & Outsiders (Part Nineteen)
Place of Publication: Langley, British Columbia, Canada
Title: In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal
Web Domain: http://www.in-sightjournal.com
Individual Publication Date: July 1, 2020
Issue Publication Date: September 1, 2020
Name of Publisher: In-Sight Publishing
Frequency: Three Times Per Year
Words: 8,307
ISSN 2369-6885
Abstract
Marios Sophia Prodromou is a member of the World Genius Directory. He discusses: the “Rat King”; other
names; Caelestis; Spade; Draco; preferred name; meanings; the meaning of “Rat” and “King” in “Rat
King”; feel hated by “most people”; other animal examples than a rat; the queens; a queen; the best minds;
one name; degree and manner of different; the more explicit reference to lightness and darkness; the
meaning of light; the origin and meaning of the name Marios Sophia Prodromou; John the Baptist; the
Virgin Mary; the forms of parenting; family history and development as a Cypriot; the values of Scottish
society; the values of Cypriot society; modern Scottish and Cypriot society; being a Cypriot; Turkey; Turkish
mistakes; innocents; Erdogan’s attempt at recreation or reconsolidation of the (Neo-)Ottoman Empire
through a Turkish expansionism; Greece; Greek mistakes; the Greeks obsessed with money; My Big Fat
Greek Wedding; 6-sigma, or even 5-sigma, people within the high-IQ community; being introverted; no desire
to interact with other high-range people, “really”; the discovery of giftedness; some other tests; the societal
view of giftedness in Cyprus; other media opportunities; programs on television; “Prince Show”; the
purpose; “With Love Christina”; nervous in both appearances; desire or want to be a somebody rather than
a “nobody”; knowledge and Sophia; Greeks with an obsession on money; Sophia and knowledge; a real
genius; a faux genius; more real geniuses or faux geniuses; people who fake striving to be a nobody while
being a somebody as their main goal; some work pursuits; mental coaching; pressure for pupils;
how much faster for most of the pupils; some of the basic strategies; some of the intermediate strategies;
common, uncommon, and rare personality styles of the children; intellectual issues; public and private
intellectuals; some educational attainments; social philosophy; political philosophy; economic philosophy;
favourite philosopher; religious/non-religious philosophy; being balanced; kind of God; the argument for this
God; the evidence for this God; most people’s hearts; fairness; justice; a single term, even a neologism,
covering the idea of fairness and justice in unison; a supernatural order, a natural order, or both; definition
of paranormal, supernatural, metaphysical, and natural, material, and physical in this context; the precise
meaning of the idea of a paranormal “experience”; a paranormal experience; ethical philosophy; worldview;
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the British background influence the personal perception of the Cypriot society; inspiring kids; “tough”;
alone; a member of “World Genius Directory, Prometheus, Mensa International, Epimetheus, GENIUS
Umbrella Organization, sPIqr, Vertex, Grand IQ Society, Tetra, GOTHIQ, LEVIATHAN 160, Triple Nine
Society, HELLIQ, The Glia Society, UBERIQ, TENIQ and many others”; societies; most reliable in
providing a social and intellectual space over a long period of time for members; one spent the most time
interacting with if at all; becoming a person of a value versus becoming a person of success; value less
fungible than money in some fundamental sense; Madonna right, after all, but for everyone rather than just
“girls”; success; value; common notions of success amongst the Greeks other than making lots and lots of
money; kind of values must one have to make the “value” of “making an impact on your community”;
esotericism and symbology; the Dudeist philosophy; Dudeism; open-minded; to be “everywhere”; the public
alternative religious and philosophical groups; some characteristics of the secret groups without precise
details of them; work or worked as a postal officer; working on some intellectual problem; the parts that are
non-secretive and esoteric; kind of self-improvement; a small capacity of the brain; more men in the high-IQ
societies than the women; the smartest person in history; Tesla; some of the smartest people alive now; Musk;
Gates; Trump; religion and theology; faith; “ancient and secret esoteric knowledge”; kinds of symbols; the
main symbols; the truth; thoughts on atheism; thoughts on theism; thoughts on agnosticism; mainly learned
from purported secret esoteric knowledge; some hints or indications as to the purpose of life; changes in life;
why pursue this course in life; how we know it’s ancient knowledge; those who simply cannot ‘take your word
for it’; the unseen and rather a hallucination; unsatisfying and akin to a non-answer; Greek Orthodox
Church; more wrong or more rights as a theology; forced and inertia-based belief in Greek Orthodox
Christianity; their image of the nature of world, human beings, and the relations of human beings to one
another and the world; creativity; intelligence; intuition; intuition truly a form of intelligence or more a
subjectively formalized, experientially developed sensibility about life and its meanderings; genius; purpose
of having ancient esoteric secret knowledge in the first place; idea as to authorship of the inscription; Mount
Athos; “ancient knowledge”; the freemasons; the organization make most of them pawns; The Church of
Satan, First Satanic Church, The Satanic Temple, Luciferianism, Order of Nine Angles, or the Temple of
Set; The Church of Satan; First Satanic Church; The Satanic Temple; Luciferianism; Order of Nine Angles;
the Temple of Set; literal or metaphorical (or both) angels and demons; Anton LaVey; his work been
modified for better or for worse; Aleister Crowley or his self-claimed follower Timothy Leary; Anton
LaVey; the nature of good and evil; thoughts on those who claim this is moral relativism; science and
philosophy; ‘fact’; “idea”; poor decisions; differentiate intuition from other internal ‘talks’; the Gospel of
John alongside of the Synoptic Gospels; a holy text; a particular religious text coming from the ancient
world; Margaret Atwood; intuition; coming to terms with the world; words of advice or guidance to younger
members of the profoundly gifted cohort who could use some guidance; For those parents with a profoundly
gifted child; difficulties for some members of the profoundly gifted community; 1-sigma intelligence on the
right-side of the bell curve differ from 2-sigma intelligence; -sigma intelligence on the right-side of the bell
curve differ from 3-sigma intelligence; 3-sigma intelligence on the right-side of the bell curve differ from 4sigma intelligence; -sigma intelligence on the right-side of the bell curve differ from 5-sigma intelligence; 5sigma intelligence on the right-side of the bell curve differ from 6-sigma intelligence; societies emphasizing
excellence more than equity; some of the oldest secret societies; the secret societies and the alternative theistic
groups like the freemasons; things of annoyance; more at ease, at peace, with the world; ever plan to move
away from Greece-Cyprus-Turkey area back to the United Kingdom or some other place; lifework; the
general life trajectory; to end up; metaphysics; metaphysics from Dudeism; the most creative person in
history; the best writer in history; the typical societal expectations of Greek heritage women; the typical
societal expectations of Greek heritage men; and some cultural nuances largely known only to the Greeks
about the ways in which men and women, old and young, blue-collar and white-collar, and so on, exist in
Greek society, in Cypriot society, and in the diaspora with Greek heritage.
Keywords: Caelestis, Cyprus, dark, Draco, genius, Greek, heritage, light, Marios Sophia Prodromou, names,
religion, Spade.
An Interview with Marios Sophia Prodromou on Names, Metaphor, Cyprus, Greek Heritage, Genius,
Religion, Mysticism, and More (Part One)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: You’re amongst the
highest range high-scorers in the niche community

of alternative intelligence test takers. First things
first, why the “Rat King”?
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Marios Sophia Prodromou: I go by many names.
There can’t be light without darkness.
2. Jacobsen: What other names?
Prodromou: Caelestis, Spade and Draco to name a
few.

Prodromou: My birthday this year coincided with
the beginning of the year of the rat. Great year it’s
been so far. I can’t get Horned rats out of my mind.
14. Jacobsen: Why not simply go by one name?
Prodromou: I strive to be different.

3. Jacobsen: What does Caelestis mean in this
context? Why select it, or have it endowed to you?

15. Jacobsen: How much, and in what way? Why
that degree and manner of different?

Prodromou: I like to think of myself as celestial or
out of this world.

Prodromou: If you are one of the many you will
always be average. As different ad it gets.

4. Jacobsen: What does Spade mean in this
context? Why select it, or have it endowed to you?

16. Jacobsen: What is the more explicit reference
to lightness and darkness? Usually, this comes
with some philosophical or theological position on
life. Is this the intended meaning?

Prodromou: I like to dig for knowledge. The Ace of
Spades by Motorhead is also one of my favourite
songs.
5. Jacobsen: What does Draco mean in this
context? Why select it, or have it endowed to you?
Prodromou: Dragon.
6. Jacobsen: Any preferred name out of the
many?
Prodromou: Draco Caelestis or celestrial dragon.
7. Jacobsen: What interrelates these meanings
(other than the obvious idea of the person, you)?
Prodromou: My knowledge of reality.
8. Jacobsen: What is the meaning of “Rat” and
“King” in “Rat King”?
Prodromou: Most people hate rats but they have
their purpose. It is better to be a king among rats
rather than a peasant among men.
9. Jacobsen: Do you feel hated by “most people”?
If so, why? If not, why not?
Prodromou: I do. There is a lot of jealousy in the
world and I’m not your ordinary social butterfly.
10. Jacobsen: Any other animal examples than a
rat – perhaps more palatable to the imagination?
Prodromou: Dragon, lion and Eagle.
11. Jacobsen: What about the queens?

Prodromou: Lux in tenebris. A more detailed
version is found in the Gospel of John. The light
shines in the darkness and the darkness cannot
comprehend it. I like to be significant but also go
about unnoticed.
17. Jacobsen: What about tenebris in lux? What is
the meaning of light here rather than a reference?
Is this in reference to the light of God and the
darkness of the prime fallen angel, prime evil?
Prodromou: Evil depends on intention. A knife can
cut your food or can kill somebody. Again I believe
in dualism and that evil and good are just different
poles of the same coin
18. Jacobsen: What is the origin and meaning of
the name Marios Sophia Prodromou?
Prodromou: My grandmother was called Maria and
I was also named in honor of the Virgin Mary. My
mother had trouble giving birth and prayed to the
Virgin Mary to help her conceive. Prodromou is the
family name and means forerunner after John the
Baptist or Prodromos in Greek.
19. Jacobsen: In this context, what does John the
Baptist mean to you, personally?
Prodromou: I like his way of life. Being a loner. He
had a bigger role than what he is credited. Just ask
the Knights Templars.

Prodromou: A queen is just as important as a king.

20. Jacobsen: Also, what does the Virgin Mary
mean to you, personally?

12. Jacobsen: Do you have a queen?

Prodromou: The divine feminine.

Prodromou: Sophia.

21. Jacobsen: What were the forms of parenting
towards you, in the context of being rather special
child in rarity, in cognition and in odds of
conception for your mother?

13. Jacobsen: Do you consider the best minds
among the rats/people the “most hated,” and for
good reason? Is this a variation on better to reign
in hell than serve in heaven?

Prodromou: I was given my space and a lot of love.
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23. Jacobsen: What is family history and
development as a Cypriot?

34. Jacobsen: Have the Greeks always been
obsessed with money?

Prodromou: Both parents are Cypriots although I
was born in Scotland.

Prodromou: Not always. But when they were given
a little sugar they developed a sweet tooth.

24. Jacobsen: What are the values of Scottish
society?

35. Jacobsen: How accurate is My Big Fat Greek
Wedding, the movie, to Greek culture, especially in
times of courting and marriage and potential inlaw interactions?

Prodromou: Respect for their history. They know
where they came from.
25. Jacobsen: How do these mix with the values of
Cypriot society if at all?
Prodromou: Cypriots care more about the present
than the past.
26. Jacobsen: Are modern Scottish and Cypriot
society more at odds or at parallels?
Prodromou: They are very different.
27. Jacobsen: What does being a Cypriot do for
personal social and political views regarding
Greece, Cyprus, and Turkey?
Prodromou: Both Turkey and Greece have made
mistakes. I am a Greek Cypriot but am always openminded when it comes to politics.
28. Jacobsen: What mistakes has Turkey made?
Prodromou: They are obsessed with world
dominance. Killed many innocent people in their
endeavors.
29. Jacobsen: How will Turkish mistakes come to
haunt them?
Prodromou: Karma is a bitch not just for Turkey but
for everybody.

Prodromou: It is quite accurate. Parents can become
obsessed with their kids. In Scotland they leave the
nest at 18 in Greece ans Cyprus they can stay forever.
Well at least till marriage.
36. Jacobsen: Have you ever met or interacted
with many other 6-sigma, or even 5-sigma, people
within the high-IQ community? If so, what was
the experience? If not, other than statistical rarity,
why not?
Prodromou: I can’t say that I have. They are hard to
find and I am highly introverted.
37. Jacobsen: Why so introverted?
Prodromou: I was an only child. I learnt to be my
best friend.
38. Jacobsen: Would you like to interact with
them?
Prodromou: Not really. I’m a loner.
39. Jacobsen: How was the discovery of
giftedness? What is important to bear in mind
about alternative intelligence tests? What
alternative intelligence tests/non-mainstream tests
seem reliable and valid to you?

Prodromou: I’d rather not put a number to it.

Prodromou: I scored 98/100 on the old Millers
Analogy Test that I used to matriculate into the
College of New Jersey Master of Education program

31. Jacobsen: Is this Erdogan’s attempt at
recreation or reconsolidation of the (Neo)Ottoman Empire through a Turkish
expansionism?

40. Jacobsen: What have been some other tests?
What are the implied scores and standard
deviations of said scores? What have been the
range of the scores from the lowest to the highest?

Prodromou: Not only Eedogan’s but those that went
before him and those that will come after him.

Prodromou: My highest was 190+ on MACH. I
have scored around 170 on tests by Iacovos Koukas.
It all depends on how much effort I put into the test. I
did my 170 in 2 hours where I took 6 months to
answer the MACH.

30. Jacobsen: How many innocents are estimated?

32. Jacobsen: What mistakes has Greece made?
Prodromou: Greeks are obsessed with money. The
result is selling out their country. The ministry of
defence sold a submarine owned by his military.

41. Jacobsen: What is the societal view of
giftedness in Cyprus?

33. Jacobsen: How will the Greek mistakes come
back to bite them in the behind more?

Prodromou: I’ve been twice on national TV but I
remain an unknown nobody.

Prodromou: Already the economy is a mess.

42. Jacobsen: Have there been other media
opportunities, which you’ve turned down?
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Prodromou: Many. I don’t go there for the fame.
43. Jacobsen: What programs on television? Why
agree to appear on those programs?
Prodromou: It helps me gain the trust of the
community and be able to help their kids as a mental
coach. I went to two well known programs on
Cypriot TV. The clips are on my YouTube channel.

Prodromou: They have not studied the occult like
me. When you look into the abyss you find that it
stares right back at you.
51. Jacobsen: What or who is Sophia (other than a
middle name)?
Prodromou: The Goddess of wisdom. The most
important figure for Gnostic Christians.

44. Jacobsen: On the “Prince Show,” is kissing a
common Greek greeting between people – on
either or both cheeks? In North America, this
would be seen as odd between men. What was the
reason for the invitation to the show? What was
the main discussion topic? What were some
responses to the show? Did you like the
appearance?

52. Jacobsen: What kind of knowledge most
appeals to personal sensibilities?

Prodromou: I won the WGD Genius of the Year for
Europe in 2017. The WGD made a press release and I
got invited.

54. Jacobsen: What makes a faux genius?

45. Jacobsen: Was part of the purpose to garner
the trust of the public?
Prodromou: I don’t like to advertise myself and the
public believes anything the media tells them and the
public adores celebrities so it was a win-win situation
for me.
46. Jacobsen: On the “With Love Christina,” what
was the reason for the invitation to the show?
What was the main discussion topic? What were
some responses to the show? Did you like the
appearance?
Prodromou: Again winning the WGD Award.
47. Jacobsen: You seemed nervous in both
appearances. Is this an accurate observation? If
so, why? If not, why not?
Prodromou: I don’t socialize much. I was out of my
water.
48. Jacobsen: Do you desire or want to be a
somebody rather than a “nobody”?
Prodromou: I’d rather be a nobody. In this earth to
be a somebody you need to be a celebrity or have lots
of money. I’d rather pass. Knowledge and Sophia for
me is more important than money.
49. Jacobsen: Why are knowledge and Sophia
sufficient for you?
Prodromou: That is why we are here. To learn and
improve.
50. Jacobsen: Why would most Greeks with an
obsession on money choose money rather than
their own notions of “knowledge and Sophia”?

Prodromou: As long as it resonates with my
intuition. I find it appealing.
53. Jacobsen: What makes a real genius?
Prodromou: Finding the unknown.
Prodromou: A good actor like Trump.
55. Jacobsen: Are there more real geniuses
or faux geniuses?
Prodromou: Faux Geniuses for sure.
56. Jacobsen: What do you make of people who
fake striving to be a nobody while being a
somebody as their main goal to promote
themselves or some idea rather than simply being
a nobody, liking it, and preferring being a
nobody?
Prodromou: We are all actors and the world is our
stage. We have our plays and exits.
57. Jacobsen: What have been some work pursuits
for you?
Prodromou: My passion is helping kids excel in
sports through mental coaching.
58. Jacobsen: What is “mental coaching”? What
have been the specialities in the forms of mental
coaching for you? How do you go about imparting
these mental skills to mentees?
Prodromou: Helping the child make faster and better
decisions under pressure. I have come up with several
strategies depending on the learning style and
personality of the child. One size does not fit all.
59. Jacobsen: What kind of pressure?
Prodromou: Playing in a competitive environment
in front of people. Even the desire of pleasing our
parents or coaches results in pressure.
60. Jacobsen: Fast is time-dependent, therefore
relative. How much faster for most of the pupils?
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Prodromou: One second too early and you are
offside. One second too late and you missed your
chance. Just as fast as is needed to made a difference.

70. Jacobsen: Who is a favourite philosopher for
you? I am sensing Marx or potentially Marx for
some reason.

61. Jacobsen: What are some of the basic
strategies?

Prodromou: You are correct.

Prodromou: Improving focus and concentration.
Teaching the kids how to pick up information and
how to analyze it to make better decisions.
62. Jacobsen: What are some of the intermediate
strategies?
Prodromou: Nothing is set in stone. What works for
John doesn’t work for Charlie.
63. Jacobsen: What are the common, uncommon,
and rare personality styles of the children?
Prodromou: Every kid is different. That is the
beauty of this world.
64. Jacobsen: What intellectual issues impress
you?
Prodromou: I am not easily impressed as only a
small capacity of one’s brain is used. I believe that
there is more to the world than meets the eye. We
only see a tiny fraction of the spectrum after all.
65. Jacobsen: Which public and private
intellectuals impress you?
Prodromou: I’m not easily impressed.
66. Jacobsen: What have been some educational
attainments for you?
Prodromou: I graduated summa cum laude from the
University of Indianapolis and finished the Master in
Education program of the College of New Jersey
with a perfect 4.00 GPA.
67. Jacobsen: What social philosophy makes the
most sense to you?
Prodromou: “The alienation of man thus appeared
as the fundamental evil of capitalist society.” – Karl
Marx
68. Jacobsen: What political philosophy makes the
most sense to you?
Prodromou: Equal rights and opportunities for all
men and women.
69. Jacobsen: What economic philosophy makes
the most sense to you?
Prodromou: “Accumulation of wealth at one pole is
at the same time accumulation of misery, agony of
toil, slavery, ignorance, brutality, mental degradation
at the opposite pole.” -Karl Marx

71. Jacobsen: What religious/non-religious
philosophy makes the most sense to you?
Prodromou: I believe in God but I also believe that
there can be no light without darkness. It is not about
choosing sides. It is about finding balance.
72. Jacobsen: What is being balanced here? What
delineates the light from the dark in personalities
and life stances? For what it’s worth, I am
reminded of the Grey Jedi.
Prodromou: You won’t see a bear turn the other
cheek of her cubs are in danger.
73. Jacobsen: What kind of God makes the most
sense to you?
Prodromou: A God that is fair and just. That judges
a person’s heart and his intentions rather than his
accomplishments.
74.Jacobsen: What is the argument for this God?
Prodromou: Synchronicity.
75. Jacobsen: What is the evidence for this God?
Prodromou: I find that I will always get to where I
need to be through a random sequence of events in
my life.
76. Jacobsen: What is in most people’s hearts?
Prodromou: Blood.
77. Jacobsen: What is fairness?
Prodromou: Having the same opportunities as
everybody else.
78. Jacobsen: What is justice?
Prodromou: If you do somebody wrong that you
also will be wronged.
79. Jacobsen: Is there a single term, even a
neologism, covering the idea of fairness and
justice in unison?
Prodromou: I’m not keen on unions.
80. Jacobsen: Do you believe in a supernatural
order, a natural order, or both? Why?
Prodromou: I have had paranormal experiences but
let’s leave it at that.
81. Jacobsen: As a detective, one must detect,
investigate, and/or inquire – have to ask. What is
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the definition of paranormal, supernatural,
metaphysical, and natural, material, and physical
in this context?
Prodromou: Some things need to be seen. They
cannot be described. For those that know no
explanation is necessary. For those that don’t no
explanation is possible.
82. Jacobsen: What is the precise meaning of the
idea of a paranormal “experience” within the
above-mentioned definition?
Prodromou: I refer you to the above.
83. Jacobsen: Why does this experience within
giving the precise experience, in fact, match the
above-mentioned definitions and
contextualizations of a paranormal experience
rather than simply a natural and normal
experience, or event?
Prodromou: I am still experiencing the effects up to
this day.
84. Jacobsen: What ethical philosophy makes the
most sense to you?
Prodromou: What is chaos for the fly is dinner time
for the spider.
85. Jacobsen: What worldview brings these
together into a neat little package for you?
Prodromou: Thinking outside the box. Nothing is
set in stone.
86. Jacobsen: How does the British background
influence the personal perception of the Cypriot
society?
Prodromou: Small is not always better.
87. Jacobsen: Why is inspiring kids important for
you?
Prodromou: I had a tough childhood and know what
it feels like to be alone in the world.
88. Jacobsen: How was it “tough”?
Prodromou: Parents were away most of the time and
we had little money. I was also bullied in school.
89. Jacobsen: How did you feel alone? How did
your mother cope knowing her rare child was
alone and living a tough life?
Prodromou: She did the best that she could. I
wouldn’t change her for any other mother.
90. Jacobsen: You are a member of “World
Genius Directory, Prometheus, Mensa
International, Epimetheus, GENIUS Umbrella

Organization, sPIqr, Vertex, Grand IQ Society,
Tetra, GOTHIQ, LEVIATHAN 160, Triple Nine
Society, HELLIQ, The Glia Society, UBERIQ,
TENIQ and many others.”
Prodromou: IQ is just a number but it looks good on
my resume. It helps me as a mental coach as the
parents are more willing to recruit me in order to help
their kids.
91. Jacobsen: What societies seem the most
reliable in providing a social and intellectual space
over a long period of time for members?
Prodromou: Difficult to answer. I mostly join for the
card and not the interaction.
92. Jacobsen: What one have you spent the most
time interacting with if at all? Why that one?
Prodromou: WGD. I won the award and was their
ambassador for a whole year.
93. Jacobsen: What is meant by becoming a
person of a value versus becoming a person of
success?
Prodromou: Success for many is having lots of
money or social status. A person of value however is
important to his community for his knowledge and
not for his money.
94. Jacobsen: Does this make value less fungible
than money in some fundamental sense?
Prodromou: Only because most people are obsessed
with money and not the pursuit of knowledge. In
their defence it is a material world after all isn’t it?
95. Jacobsen: Was Madonna right, after all, but
for everyone rather than just “girls”?
Prodromou: No money no honey.
96. Jacobsen: Following from the previous
question, what defines success? What defines
value?
Prodromou: Success is different for many people.
Value however is making an impact on your
community.
97. Jacobsen: What are common notions of
success amongst the Greeks other than making
lots and lots of money?
Prodromou: Having a good job. Social status.
98. Jacobsen: What kind of values must one have
to make the “value” of “making an impact on
your community”? How have you strived to be
valuable to community in this manner? Is the
sense of “community” local or global here, or
simply a
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Prodromou: Doing the best for the person that you
are dealing with and not for you.
99. Jacobsen: An inference rather than a
confirmation. You seem to like esotericism and
symbology, including highly symmetrical and
complex creations. If so, why? If not, why the
complicated symbol systems on social media for
you?
Prodromou: A lot of ancient and secret esoteric
knowledge has been preserved in symbols. Language
has changed and is different for everybody but
symbols remain the same.
100. Jacobsen: Why take part in the Dudeist
philosophy, as I am, full disclosure, a member
too?
Prodromou: I like to be everywhere and am openminded.
101. Jacobsen: For those who do not know, what is
Dudeism?
Prodromou: The Tao.
102. Jacobsen: How open-minded?
Prodromou: As much as it takes for my brain to fall
out of my head.
103. Jacobsen: What other groups have you joined
to be “everywhere”?
Prodromou: I can’t mention them as they are secret.
104. Jacobsen: Any of those who aren’t secret, like
the public alternative religious and philosophical
groups, e.g., Dudeism?
Prodromou: I’m an Associate member of the
American Psychological Association.
105. Jacobsen: What are some characteristics of
the secret groups without precise details of them –
other than being “secret”?
Prodromou: They find you. You don’t find them.
106. Jacobsen: You work or worked as a postal
officer. Why?
Prodromou: The best and most stable job in Cyprus
is as a civil servant. It also gives you lots of free
hours in the afternoons to pursue other goals and
interests.
107. Jacobsen: I am reminded of old Bill Sidis
working at ‘menial’ jobs while writing works on
the history of the Americas, etc. Are you writing
anything or working on some intellectual problem
at this time?

Prodromou: I’m working on self improvement and
my esoteric world through the application of hidden
knowledge. You can add “mystery man” to the titles
that I go under.
108. Jacobsen: Of the parts that are non-secretive
and esoteric, what is the esoteric part? Is that
Austin “Danger” Powers, man of mystery?
Prodromou: It is the part that “changes” you the
most.
109. Jacobsen: What kind of self-improvement?
Prodromou: Receiving an upgrade. Making a better
version of you.
110. Jacobsen: What do you mean only a small
capacity of the brain is used? Isn’t this an old and
outmoded, i.e., non-empirical, stance akin to the
10% myth?
Prodromou: Only for those that have a large ego. It
makes them feel better and that they are intelligent.
Most of our thoughts are not even our own.
111. Jacobsen: Why are more men in the high-IQ
societies than the women?
Prodromou: I have the same question. Probably
women have other interests as I don’t think it is about
intelligence.
112. Jacobsen: Who do you consider the smartest
person in history?
Prodromou: Tesla.
113. Jacobsen: Why?
Prodromou: He was a loner just like me. A pig of
his work is not even known to the general population.
114. Jacobsen: Who do you consider some of the
smartest people alive now?
Prodromou: Musk and Gates and even Trump.
115. Jacobsen: Why Musk?
Prodromou: He has a nice girlfriend.
116. Jacobsen: Why Gates?
Prodromou: He started off with nothing and made
billions through his knowledge.
117. Jacobsen: Why “even Trump”?
Prodromou: He is a good actor.
118. Jacobsen: What defines religion and
theology?
Prodromou: A strong belief in something and faith
in the unknown.
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119. Jacobsen: What differentiates the former, a
“strong belief,” from a conviction? Is faith a good
or a bad thing if the thing is unknown or assumed
as such? Many things have been believed on faith
without evidence and caused a great many
tragedies, and the
ones/events/happenings/outcomes in which faith
lead to good things; better and more evidenced
reasons exist and highly probably existed.
Prodromou: I should have been dead in two car
crashes that I have had. Faith is knowing that I’m still
here for a reason. I guess it all depends on the person
and his experiences.
120. Jacobsen: What is “ancient and secret
esoteric knowledge”?
Prodromou: It wouldn’t be a secret if I told you now
would it?
121. Jacobsen: What kinds of symbols preserve
them?
Prodromou: Many symbols in the occult mainly.
Especially those created by John Dee and Aleister
Crowley.
122. Jacobsen: What are the main symbols? What
are the main interpretations of them?
Prodromou: Again what I know cannot be discussed
in public. It is up to every individual to seek the truth
if he desires.
123. Jacobsen: Is the truth atheism or theism, or
some other category?
Prodromou: The truth is still the truth even if
nobody believes it. A lie is still a lie even if
everybody believes it.
124. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on atheism?
Prodromou: Everybody has free will to believe or
not. I respect their free will not to believe just as long
as they respect my right to believe.
125. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on theism?
Prodromou: Same as above.
126. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on agnosticism?
Prodromou: Same as above.
127. Jacobsen: What have you mainly learned
from purported secret esoteric knowledge?
Prodromou: That there is a purpose to life and not
what everybody thinks it is. I have learnt why we are
here.

128. Jacobsen: What are some hints or indications
as to the purpose of life?
Prodromou: Improving your inner world and DNA.
129. Jacobsen: What changes in life have come
from this for you?
Prodromou: I have a whole new heart.
130. Jacobsen: Why did you pursue this course in
life rather than others?
Prodromou: I believe everything else is a
distraction.
131. Jacobsen: How do we know it’s ancient
knowledge?
Prodromou: I have applied it and have seen the
unseen. But you have to take my word for it as hard
as that seems.
132. Jacobsen: Does this not seem like a skirting,
or circumnavigating the issue entirely, similar to
the promise of unlikely rewards of 72 virgins after
death for martyrs in some interpretations of
Islamic scriptures – ‘just believe me as you’ll get it
after you die, take my word for it’? This sort of
argument from authority. What of those who
simply cannot ‘take your word for it’ – no matter
how hard it may seem – and require more robust
responses, e.g., like detectives?
Prodromou: Even if I told you fee would believe.
And even those that do believe won’t know how or
what to do.
133. Jacobsen: What if what you saw was not the
unseen and rather a hallucination or a mere
chance coincidence rather than a real experience
in true transaction with the external world –
between the self and the natural world?
Prodromou: Again, I’m still experiencing the effects
of my experience to this day.
134. Jacobsen: How do we know it’s esoteric and
secret rather than simply esoteric knowledge?
Prodromou: What I have seen I doubt many people
have seen.
135. Jacobsen: Does this seem unsatisfying and
akin to a non-answer, almost a faux mysticism so
as to skirt real explanation through properly
verifiable and more reliable means than fallible
human experience?
Prodromou: Some things are better left unsaid.
136. Jacobsen: Most Greeks are formal religious,
as in Greek Orthodox Church. Why?
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Prodromou: That is what they are brought up to
believe.
137. Jacobsen: Is it correct or incorrect as a
system of thought, or more wrong or more rights
as a theology?
Prodromou: Who am I to judge?
138. Jacobsen: How could this enforced and
inertia-based belief in Greek Orthodox
Christianity change in the future to a different
faith or no faith at all?
Prodromou: I doubt it will change. Religion is
strong in Greece and Cyprus and the church has a big
role in Society and lots of money and property. The
Head of the church can even influence the
Government.
139. Jacobsen: Following from the previous
question, how does this color their image of the
nature of world, human beings, and the relations
of human beings to one another and the world?
Prodromou: Cultural bias is created that doesn’t
allow much room to the individual to explore other
ideas and values.
140. Jacobsen: What is creativity?
Prodromou: Tapping into your own intuition to
come up with something original.
141. Jacobsen: What is intelligence?
Prodromou: Intuition for me is the highest
intelligence.
142. Jacobsen: Why intuition?
Prodromou: That is where the magic happens.
143. Jacobsen: Is intuition truly a form of
intelligence or more a subjectively formalized,
experientially developed sensibility about life and
its meanderings?
Prodromou: It is the highest intelligence.
144. Jacobsen: What is genius?
Prodromou: Finding X.
145. Jacobsen: What is purpose of having ancient
esoteric secret knowledge in the first place?
Prodromou: “If you die before you die you won’t
die when you die.” An ancient inscription written at
Mount Athos.
146. Jacobsen: Any idea as to authorship of the
inscription?
Prodromou: No idea.

147. Jacobsen: Why is Mount Athos significant to
the Greeks and to Eastern Orthodox
monasticism?
Prodromou: It is their holy place. Everybody that is
Greek has gone their or will eventually go there at
least once in their life time.
148. Jacobsen: Is “ancient knowledge” good or
bad? With current advancements, it sounds like
“Ancient Grains” or some such thing.
Prodromou: That is the plan. To keep you away
from the old. Who says new is better?
149. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on the freemasons in
that regard – the society with secrets rather than a
secret society?
Prodromou: I respect them although most are pawns
and only a handful of those at the highest degrees
reach the truth.
150. Jacobsen: Why does the organization make
most of them pawns?
Prodromou: To do their dirty work.
151. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on different Satanist
or associated groups including The Church of
Satan, First Satanic Church, The Satanic Temple,
Luciferianism, Order of Nine Angles, or the
Temple of Set?
Prodromou: I respect them as well; although, it is
not good to be so fanatic. It does not leave room to
explore other paths. Satan was once an angel after all.
152. Jacobsen: Any specific reflections on The
Church of Satan?
Prodromou: It is what it is.
153. Jacobsen: Any specific reflections on First
Satanic Church?
Prodromou: It is what it is.
154. Jacobsen: Any specific reflections on The
Satanic Temple?
Prodromou: It is what it is.
155. Jacobsen: Any specific reflections on
Luciferianism?
Prodromou: It is what it is.
156. Jacobsen: Any specific reflections on Order
of Nine Angles?
Prodromou: It is what it is.
157. Jacobsen: Any specific reflections on the
Temple of Set?
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Prodromou: It is what it is.
158. Jacobsen: Do you believe in literal or
metaphorical (or both) angels and demons? If so,
how so? If not, why not?
Prodromou: Maybe they work together and are two
parts of the same team.
159. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on Anton LaVey?
Prodromou: A genius but his work has been
modified.
160. Jacobsen: Has his work been modified for
better or for worse?
Prodromou: For the worse.
161. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on Aleister Crowley
or his self-claimed follower Timothy Leary?
Prodromou: Both geniuses although again they have
been made out to be the worst possible people to
keep society from exploring their work.
162. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on Anton LaVey?
Prodromou: I would have loved to have met him.
163. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on the nature of good
and evil? Does this relate to the aforementioned
light and dark before, lightness and darkness
before?
Prodromou: Good and evil change and are
dependant on your circumstances and are in the eyes
of the beholder. A cake is good comfort food unless
you have diabetes. Bring those brownies next time
you visit. It all depends upon where you are standing.
164. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on those who claim
this is moral relativism (usually stated in a
derogatory tone)? Where do you stand now, grey
one?
Prodromou: I respect their right to believe what they
like about the subject and hopefully they will respect
mine.
165. Jacobsen: What is science? What is
philosophy?
Prodromou: Science is when we prove something to
be correct through “facts”. Philosophy on the other
hand is your “idea” about something. My philosophy
is that facts are important but intuition is more
important. But you need to be sure it is your intuition
talking before acting upon an impulse.
166. Jacobsen: What is a ‘fact’?
Prodromou: 1+1=2.
167. Jacobsen: What is an “idea”?

Prodromou: Something that hasn’t been proven yet
to be a fact.
168. Jacobsen: Why does impulse lead to poor
decisions?
Prodromou: Not always the case.
169. Jacobsen: What else could be “talking”?
What means by which to differentiate intuition
from other internal ‘talks’?
Prodromou: Our spirit guide.
170. Jacobsen: What if the Gospel of John
alongside of the Synoptic Gospels, indeed the
entirety of the Bible – Old Testament and New
Testament, amount to fabricated documents or
not entirely factual (as a hypothetical)? Now, most
historians, secular and religious, agree Jesus
Christ existed; however, all of the miracles,
violations of the natural laws known today, and
the fallibility of the human mind in terms of
eyewitness testimony seem important to take into
consideration, especially as all of the texts purport
eyewitness testimony. Yet, Professor Elizabeth
Loftus’s work is clear of the poor data-taking
devices of human beings. In that, even if the
Christian Scriptures are taken as holy, as
inspired, and eyewitness testimonies, they’re still
mediated by human sense perception and
cogitation leading to the inevitable now-empirical
conclusion of highly unreliable sources in
eyewitness testimony within the field of cognitive
psychology in regards to eyewitness testimony.
Prodromou: They are fabricated documents that
have gone through many edits. Doesn’t mean there
isn’t any truth to them. You just need to filter out the
lies.
171. Jacobsen: Following from the previous
question, even if we take the explicit reference to
the lightness and the darkness in Christian holy
texts in a base textual analysis, or even in a
detailed Logos oriented interpretation of the
Gospel of John starting with John 1:1 to John 1:2
with “In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. The
same was in the beginning with God,” it’s not
taken as literal, but as metaphorical. Why need
the text to know this? Why have a holy text at all?
Why not another fallible, questionable text
without the sacred, inspired assertions behind it?
Prodromou: The bible is a story about two tribes.
172. Jacobsen: Following from the previous
question, what is gained by reference to a
particular religious text coming from the ancient
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world in which philosophy was developed, but
science, human rights, and so on, were not? Isn’t
this simply outmoded and not needed anymore?
Prodromou: The bible tells us what has come before
and what will come in the future. This year alone has
been quite biblical for example.
173. Jacobsen: Following from the previous
question, how would one go unnoticed while
leaving a significant trace in the context of a base
textual analysis and in the detailed Gospel of John
analysis? I am reminded of a Margaret Atwood
quote, “I would like to be the air that inhabits you
for a moment only. I would like to be that
unnoticed and that necessary.”
Prodromou: Just by doing one’s job. The air doesn’t
ask why it is there or asks for money to be there. It is
invisible but without it humanity would not exist.
174. Jacobsen: What if intuition is simply a poor
reasoning apparatus output of the human
organism?
Prodromou: Again it depends on your ability to
reason. What if our thoughts are nor our own?
175. Jacobsen: When we take some of the more
important aspects of individual identity for some
members of the profoundly gifted category or the
profoundly high IQs, there seems a sense of the
alone-ness, in which the individual gifted person’s
temperaments and gifts leaves them in a
straightjacket in some manner. On the one hand,
they know more than most, max out standardized
tests of valid types, and can process more quickly,
more in-depth, and with greater relatedness in
concepts. On the other hand, this sets them apart
from ordinary society in a number of regards,
which can make them out of sync emotionally and
socially with peers due to lack of experience either
due to innate factors or more time spent in
independent study, or little overlap in ways of
thinking for them. It is a sort of unresolvable
pickle in the ways in which the species evolved. So,
in some ways, tough, get used to it, while, on the
other hand, how do these individuals find a place
in society for some level of optimal fit for them?
How have you dealt with this coming to terms
with the world?
Prodromou: We are not pieces In a jigsaw puzzle.
Some of us don’t need to fit in.
176. Jacobsen: Following from the previous
question, some will take a certain attitude of
outright antagonism to the idea of coming to
terms with the world exhibiting itself in opposition
to standard sources of authority and structure and

organization within the society, including
established religions, governmental structures,
and elders and experts within the society. This can
take forms of delusions of grandeur, opposition
defiance disorder, and simply taking the path of
molasses all through life, which, naturally, comes
with lifelong consequences for them. Any words of
advice or guidance to younger members of the
profoundly gifted cohort who could use some
guidance in this regard?
Prodromou: Be your own person.
177. Jacobsen: For those parents with a
profoundly gifted child, who can be ten years old
while functioning at the intellectual capacity of a
an average eighteen year old or more, what is
some advice for them in terms of nutrition, fitness,
and intellectual challenge?
Prodromou: Listen to the child and what he or she
wants.
178. Jacobsen: When it comes to girl-girl time,
boy-boy time, boy-girl time, what are some
difficulties for some members of the profoundly
gifted community who happen to exist in milieu of
same-age peers and no peers intellectually, in a
time of first finding lust and love while not having
the requisite emotional maturity – even feeling
intensely while lacking experience to buffer the
intensity to socially and interpersonally
appropriate levels?
Prodromou: This world is not ideal for everybody. It
is a rich man’s world but I’d also say the better one
looks the easier it is to fit in.
179. Jacobsen: How does 1-sigma intelligence on
the right-side of the bell curve differ from 2-sigma
intelligence in terms of behavioural and verbal
proxies?
Prodromou: Not very much.
180. Jacobsen: How does 2-sigma intelligence on
the right-side of the bell curve differ from 3-sigma
intelligence in terms of behavioural and verbal
proxies?
Prodromou: Again not very much.
181. Jacobsen: How does 3-sigma intelligence on
the right-side of the bell curve differ from 4-sigma
intelligence in terms of behavioural and verbal
proxies?
Prodromou: Not very much.
182. Jacobsen: How does 4-sigma intelligence on
the right-side of the bell curve differ from 5-sigma
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intelligence in terms of behavioural and verbal
proxies?
Prodromou: Not very much.
183. Jacobsen: How does 5-sigma intelligence on
the right-side of the bell curve differ from 6-sigma
intelligence in terms of behavioural and verbal
proxies?
Prodromou: Not very much. One sigma differences
are insignificant. I doubt anybody can tell the
difference between a 5 and 6 sigma dude just by
chatting to them.

Prodromou: My pursuit was my inner world.
Making a better version of me. No time for anything
else.
191. Jacobsen: How would you characterize the
general life trajectory for you?
Prodromou: It’s hard to define.
191. Jacobsen: Where would you like your life to
end up?
Prodromou: In the unknown garden of Nemo.
192. Jacobsen: What is metaphysics?

184. Jacobsen: How can societies emphasizing
excellence more than equity cheer on and support
the profoundly gifted and talented members of its
communities?

Prodromou: Why we are here.

Prodromou: Intelligence will always be repressed.
Governments don’t like intelligent people that can
think for themselves.

Prodromou: Why we are here is a question that I
have been trying to answer since I were a kid.

185. Jacobsen: What do you consider some of the
oldest secret societies?
Prodromou: The Knights Templars.
186. Jacobsen: What seems like the general idea,
while not stating the content, of many of the secret
societies and the alternative theistic groups like
the freemasons?
Prodromou: Self improvement and the quest for the
holy grail.
187. Jacobsen: What annoys you?
Prodromou: People who think that they are always
right and not open to new ideas.
188. Jacobsen: What makes you feel more at ease,
at peace, with the world?
Prodromou: Not thinking about the world and not
reading the media or watching TV.
189. Jacobsen: Would you ever plan to move away
from Greece-Cyprus-Turkey area back to the
United Kingdom or some other place? If so, why?
If not, why not?
Prodromou: I don’t plan my life. I am spontaneous
and may take off one day.
190. Jacobsen: Most of the more intelligent people
in history known have some – what I call –
lifework. Some pursuit covering a large part of
their lives, in spite of the chaos, nonsense, and
personality quirks that may be part and parcel of
the personality behind the lifework. Do you have a
lifework? If so, what? If not, why not?

193. Jacobsen: Why choose metaphysics from
Dudeism?

194. Jacobsen: Who do you consider the most
creative person in history?
Prodromou: DA VINCI.
195. Jacobsen: Who do you consider the best
writer in history?
Prodromou: Shakespeare.
196. Jacobsen: What are the typical societal
expectations of Greek heritage women? What are
the typical societal expectations of Greek heritage
men?
Prodromou: Getting married and finding a nice
spouse.
197. Jacobsen: What are some cultural nuances
largely known only to the Greeks about the ways
in which men and women, old and young, bluecollar and white-collar, and so on, exist in Greek
society, in Cypriot society, and in the diaspora
with Greek heritage in terms of a sense of
extended identity in the Greek people?
Prodromou: I’m not the best one to answer this
question. I don’t socialize enough to know.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] 190+ S.D. 15 on the MACH, Member, World
Genius Directory.
[2] Individual Publication Date: July 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/prodromouone; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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An Interview with Giuseppe Corrente on Sentimentalism, Mobbing, and Endurance (Part Six)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Sentimentalism, to
take a cue from the great American satirist and
journalist, and skeptic, H.L. Mencken, is the main
fault of main alongside vanity as these become the
central bane of women externally while distinct
realism – as the supreme realists of the race –
become the self-limits or faults of women
internally. You noted a personal sentimental life
to me. This seems quintessentially manly and
common to most or all men, as vanity is common
to all men. A congenital hangover of the assumed
power and prestige in societies. Why self-describe
as sentimental as a starter?
Giuseppe Corrente: I am not known to be
sentimental for most parts of my life, when the
rationalism was predominant in me. But during the

decades these two parts of me equilibrated
themselves, and now I am more conscious of my
emotions than before.
2. Jacobsen: How has the sentimentalism been an
important part of becoming a more complete and
integrated individual throughout personal
evolution in life for you?
Corrente: My tormented youthfulness was negative
for some aspects, but also a good thing for
knowledge of the true values. And when I knew
better myself, I was surprised to be sentimental other
than a rationalist. Surely an important impact in my
life was the women, was there that sentimentalism in
me had a strong impulse and I saw the world with
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different eyes. And this surprised me, as a mysterious
other me that I discovered for the first time.

with layers, calumny is its strongest arm, and it can
be crushing in a man’s life.

3. Jacobsen: You were mobbed. How were these
difficulties important in the development of a
firmer sense of self?

7. Jacobsen: What do you consider the most
painful experience a human being can encounter?

Corrente: Which does not kill you, enforces you. It
is a common opinion. With time, patience and
willingness, it becomes also true.
4. Jacobsen: What makes you most sentimental?
Corrente: Animals and wildlife. I think that who
doesn’t respect animals and nature cannot be a good
man. I am a member and a fan of Greenpeace. This
type of sentimentalism has been with me since birth.
As already said, the other great passion for me, since
my twenties, has been the women. There was almost
three periods of my life that they dominated fully my
thoughts, during my twenties, middle thirties and
forty years old.
5. Jacobsen: How does the aforementioned
Positive Disintegration theory present an insight
into personal evolution through more deep visions
of self and the world with mobbing, etc.?
Corrente: Second, the Positive Disintegration
theory, the conflicts and the feeling of the injustices
of the common world can stimulate more deep
visions of ourselves and of the world. To be attacked
can transform one’s motivations based only or mainly
on biological needs to some based on self-determined
values essentially chosen by ourselves for the
common good rather than an egoistic point of view.
6. Jacobsen: How were you mobbed?
Corrente: When I was a child my father knew that I
was not really his natural son. He, from an external
point of view, was exigent but correct, instead, my
life was frequently hit by his psychic violence; we
were obliged to obey him in all our choices,
otherwise, he placed me in very intricate and
offensive misunderstandings, often only to punish
me. When other people saw that they thought he was
in reason, or because he presented the things in a
different way or simply because in the mindset of
time if a father punishes a child there is ever a valid
reason. His real motivation was that I was not his son
and that he didn’t accept my intelligence and also my
mother’s secret past. This was the beginning of a lot
of misunderstanding and I was mobbed in a different
and stronger way also in some job places, using the
familiar conflict as a starting point, but after being
attacked for questions very different from the basic
facts. BACK TO FACTS: these are the words that I
would like to have declared. And effectively I did,
but uselessly. The mobbing is a plague that grows

Corrente: To not be recognized as a human being.
Slaves feel this. All conditions that carry you near to
be totally without a real freedom are devastating.
Racism is so. Homophobia is so. Bullying is so.
Mobbing is so. Mafia and camorra power are so for
their victims. All these forms of violence can
potentially kill yourself and all that is gown around
you. They can transform in a second your life, all
your life, not only you, in zero.
8. Jacobsen: How does this most painful
experience for a human being compare to the
experience of mobbing to you? What is the
psychology behind mob violence against an
individual? What is the internal, individual
psychology of individuals who have gone through
the mobbing by others within a community?
Corrente: When the mobbing reaches its peak, the
personal feeling is not limited, you have the feeling
to be a slave, that your life is in other’s hands, so in
that moment, in those instants, your story and the
most painful are in your mind the same thing.
Between me and Jesus in that moment there is no
distance, I am sacrificed with no justice: each time a
single man is mobbed, for a second, God is dead in
his own mind. He thinks that God is dead for all
humanity. Everyone is his enemy, he is without
defensive arms. Above all if he has no fault, it is the
standard case in the mobbing, if he cannot in
successive weeks and months contrast that situation,
in himself by abstract and against his enemy with
letters and advocates, and with doctors for his health,
that experience will become a way towards a violent
reaction, against himself or the others, a way towards
the death. So I think: when there is a mobbing MUST
be a reaction and better a reaction with advocates and
doctors than by other means. Instead from the
mobber’s point of view more the victim is clever and
strong in his own results, more he has the right, in his
distorted opinion, to do violence against the victim,
psychologically and physically. So the paradox of
mobbing is that it hits very often gifted and talented
people.
9. Jacobsen: What is the main lesson in the
importance of endurance in the Positive
Disintegration theory of giftedness?
Corrente: In the Positive Disintegration theory of
giftedness there are various levels that one has to
overcome and each level has its barriers. So
endurance is of fundamental importance. To clarify
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here I prefer to cite Edison: “Genius is 1%
inspiration, 99% perspiration”. So endurance is the
ingredient that permits you to earn something on all
steps done along your own path.
Appendix I: Footnotes

[1] Ph.D. (2013), Science and High Technology –
Computer Science, Torino University.
[2] Individual Publication Date: July 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/correntesix; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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Ask Two Geniuses: Conversation with Christian Sorensen and Erik Haereid on Foundations of Philosophical
Concepts (Part One)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
Scott Douglas Jacobsen: I want to set a
groundwork on paradoxes, the impossible, the
possible, the actual and the potential, the
contradictory and the non-contradictory,
mysteries versus problems, the paraconsistent
versus the consistent versus the inconsistent, the
complete versus the incomplete, the reductionistic
versus the emergentistic, the deterministic versus
the indeterministic, the statistical versus the nonprobabilistic, ideal versus image, so on. Maybe, we
can proceed in this ordering. Unless, either has a

preference in a direction based on the suggestions
here. Some more straightforward questions here:
What defines a paradox?
Christian Sorensen: It could be said, that a paradox
is equivalent to saying, that it is to enter with the one
that is of them, for going out with the one that is of
us. It is an expression that strictly speaking, is
contrary to logic, but nevertheless its deep meaning
and the effect it causes are logical.
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Erik Haereid: It’s a part of our perception that
cannot be explained. It’s a logically selfcontradiction. It hides information we need to
understand. It’s a mental spark; an invitation to
critical thinking and mental evolvement.
Jacobsen: What defines the impossible?
Sorensen: The possibility that what could make a
certain thing be what it would be, actually is
something that doesn’t exists.
Haereid: The impossible is what is absolutely
impossible. It’s the ultimate impossibility, beyond
paradoxes, difficulties, what we don’t understand and
beyond any obstacle that seems impossible to
overcome; it’s not what we think and feel is
impossible, but what really is impossible. Practically,
the impossible, for humans, is where we think it is so;
when we can’t see any way out or solution to it.
When we give up.
It’s a theoretical quantity; we don’t know if anything
is impossible. You can say that it’s impossible that I
am in both Canada and Norway at the same moment,
just now, physically. But we don’t know that for sure.
We feel sure, we experience it as certain, but that’s
perceptions and how we see things.
Jacobsen: What defines the possible?
Sorensen: The presence of both necessary and
sufficient reasons, and the presence of sufficient
reason alone.
Haereid: We can’t know if not everything is possible.
Everything could theoretically be possible. We are
sure that not everything is possible, but that’s not a
proof.
It’s pragmatic claiming something to be impossible
and possible. Then the impossible is defined as what
we think and experience as impossible, and the
possible what we experience as possible. Possibility
has therefore to do with what we can experience,
imagine and predict at a given moment. I think the
Sumerians six thousand years ago thought it was
impossible that human could travel into Space, to
other celestial bodies. But we are sure about that
they couldn’t travel into Space at that time. Strictly
that is also a perception, our human experience. So,
defining the possible and impossible practically, we
have to limit it to what we humans experience and
percept.
Jacobsen: What defines the actual and the
potential?
Sorensen: The presence or not of existence.

Haereid: The actual is what we percept as real, our
experiences, either via our senses as sensed or
thoughts as thought. Reality is perceived phenomena.
A thought about a house and garden is real as a
subjective thought, an image. If you see a house and
a garden, you percept it as an experience; sense
perceptions are real for you. If you hallucinate, you
don’t know until another person put you into doubt
by telling you that your view or perception is wrong;
there are no house nor garden there in front of you. If
many people agree disagreeing in your perception,
then you agree that you hallucinate. But no one can
say if you or the others are hallucinating. It’s
impossible to tell. Therefore, objectivity is an
agreement, compromises, manipulation,
brainwashing, a unifying of several subjective
experiences of actuality. You can’t even say that we
can trust that our logical system is right or represents
the truth, reality. We rely on that, but we have to
doubt what we trust in; not to confuse us but to
develop towards what is an increasing and better
truth, as on a Hegelian dialectic path.
The potential is what can happen, more or less
probable and possible. Every event in the Universe
has been a potential, a former state in an ongoing
development. Everything that humans think can
happen, is a potential.
Jacobsen: What defines the contradictory and the
non-contradictory?
Sorensen: The copulative and disjunctive union
between being and not being.
Haereid: The contradictory is everything else from
whatever; opposites. If X, then “Everything else than
X” is the contradictory. The thesis’ antithesis. A
conflict. Friction. Change. Development. Evolution.
As long as there are contradictions, there are
something perceivable. When there are no more
contradictions, we have reached the end of
everything.
One could say that black is the contradiction to
white, but also that red, blue, yellow etc. is
contradictions to white, because all those colors are
in the contradiction set “not-white”.
In logic: If the proposition “The Earth is flat” is
false, then the proposition is a contradiction. The
knowledge that the Earth is spherical, is based on
that contradiction; conflict, evolution, development,
change.
Jacobsen: What defines mysteries versus
problems?
Sorensen: The fact that problems, certainly admit the
possibility of an answer, while mysteries do not.
1 SEPTEMBER 2020 | ISSU 23 | IN-SIGHT | 310

© 2012-2020 In-Sight Publishing. All rights reserved.

ISSN 2369-6885

Haereid: Mysteries make us curious, while problems
make us anxious. Mysteries are unknown situations
not necessary to solve. Problems are serious, crucial;
necessary to solve to fulfill our needs.
Problems are unwanted or at least problematic,
mysteries are welcome. We create mysteries as
exercise for solving problems.
Jacobsen: What defines the paraconsistent versus
the consistent versus the inconsistent?
Sorensen: Respectively the tolerance to
inconsistency, the property through which it is not
possible to deduce a contradiction, and the fallacy by
means of which an argument seems valid when it is
not.
Haereid: Exoteric spoken: The consistent can exist
as true at the same time and place. It’s different
entities X and Y that both are true; not contradictory.
In harmony. Logical. The inconsistent lack
consistency; it’s either contradictory or it’s some
irrational or wrong issues in it. The paraconsistent
has to do with tolerance and acceptance for
inconsistency.
Jacobsen: What defines the complete versus the
incomplete?
Sorensen: The one and the absence or presence of
the lack.
Haereid: The complete is the theoretical end,
perfection, absolute knowledge, where all questions
are answered and every little hidden unrevealed truth
is revealed; when it’s nothing left to answer. The
End. It’s the end of every task. It’s also finishing a
work, a meal, or any other closure.
The incomplete is where we always have been and
always will be; in the realm of wondering,
frustration, curiosity, estimations…it’s the daily
stress. It’s as mental as completeness. It’s a feeling,
an experience of never doing enough, never entering
the finish line. It’s being at work, planning, running,
living without resting.
Jacobsen: What defines the reductionistic versus
the emergentistic?
Sorensen: Metaphor and synergy.
Haereid: By the reductionistic we mean that every
entity can be explained by its components. Even
though water is something else than hydrogen and
oxygen, it can be explained by those two components.
A reductionistic question is if thoughts could be
explained by physical components in the brain.
By the emergentistic we mean that even though the
entity is composed by something, it transforms into

something else than the sum of its components. It
evolves beyond the product or sum of each part it
consists of.
Jacobsen: What defines the deterministic versus
the indeterministic?
Sorensen: Destiny and chance.
Haereid: Does the Universe evolve after some
stringent rule, or by chance? We talk about
deterministic if we don’t have any power to influence
ourselves or the environment; we don’t have a free
will, no responsibility; whatever we do or happens
around us is predetermined, following some rules.
Everything has a cause.
Something is indeterministic if it’s unpredictable; we
can change the environment, our actions have
meanings and we are responsible. If our actions
don’t have a cause, we are both free and responsible.
If everything has a cause, we are confined in a life
where freedom is an illusion; even though we feel
that what we do are results from a free will, it’s not.
Jacobsen: What defines the statistical versus the
non-probabilistic?
Sorensen: The fact whether the difference is due to
chance or not.
Haereid: It’s about degrees of probability for events
to happen. If something is unlikely or mathematical
impossible to happen, the probability is zero and we
have a non-probabilistic situation. If there is some
probability for anything to occur, we can measure it
mathematically in one way or the other. Then we
could call it statistical. I guess this is it.
Jacobsen: What defines ideal versus image?
Sorensen: Immateriality through timelessness, and
materiality by means of temporality.
Haereid: Image is a representation of something, an
attempt to copy or describe something else, that is
not present. A picture. A projection. What is present
could be sense perceptions; sensations. An image
could also be a projection, e.g. a text or a painting, of
e.g. a mental image.
Ideal is a perfect goal. Something we aim for. A
benchmark. It differs from image in that it’s not real
in any way, just a plan or a wish, while image is real
in the sense of a representation, a mask or picture or
text or painting.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Christian is a Philosopher that comes from
Belgium. What identifies him the most and above all
is simplicity, for everything is better with “vanilla
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flavour.” Perhaps, for this reason, his intellectual
passion is criticism and irony, in the sense of trying
to reveal what “hides behind the mask,” and give
birth to the true. For him, ignorance and knowledge
never “cross paths.” What he likes the most in his
leisure time, is to go for a walk with his wife.
Erik Haereid has been a member of Mensa since
2013, and is among the top scorers on several of the
most credible IQ-tests in the unstandardized HRTenvironment. He is listed in the World Genius
Directory. He is also a member of several other high
IQ Societies.
Erik, born in 1963, grew up in Oslo, Norway, in a
middle class home at Grefsen nearby the forest, and
started early running and cross country skiing. After
finishing schools he studied mathematics, statistics
and actuarial science at the University of Oslo. One
of his first glimpses of math-skills appeared after he
got a perfect score as the only student on a five hour
math exam in high school.
He did his military duty in His Majesty The King’s
Guard (Drilltroppen)).
Impatient as he is, he couldn’t sit still and only
studying, so among many things he worked as a
freelance journalist in a small news agency. In that
period, he did some environmental volunteerism
with Norges Naturvernforbund (Norwegian
Society for the Conservation of Nature), where he
was an activist, freelance journalist and arranged
‘Sykkeldagen i Oslo’ twice (1989 and 1990) as well
as environmental issues lectures. He also wrote
some crime short stories in AMagasinet (Aftenposten (one of the main
newspapers in Norway), the same paper where he
earned his runner up (second place) in a nationwide
writing contest in 1985. He also wrote several articles
in different newspapers, magazines and so on in the
1980s and early 1990s.
He earned an M.Sc. degree in Statistics and Actuarial
Sciences in 1991, and worked as an actuary
novice/actuary from 1987 to 1995 in several
Norwegian Insurance companies. He was the
Academic Director (1998-2000) of insurance at
the BI Norwegian Business School (1998-2000),
Manager (1997-1998) of business insurance, life
insurance, and pensions and formerly Actuary (19961997) at Nordea in Oslo Area, Norway, a selfemployed Actuary Consultant (1996-1997), an
Insurance Broker (1995-1996) at Assurance Centeret,
Actuary (1991-1995) at Alfa Livsforsikring, novice
Actuary (1987-1990) at UNI Forsikring.
In 1989 he worked in a project in Dallas with a Texas
computer company for a month incorporating a

Norwegian pension product into a data system. Erik
is specialized in life insurance and pensions, both
private and business insurances. From 1991 to 1995
he was a main part of developing new life insurance
saving products adapted to bank business
(Sparebanken NOR), and he developed the
mathematics behind the premiums and premium
reserves.
He has industry experience in accounting, insurance,
and insurance as a broker. He writes in his IQblog the online newspaper Nettavisen. He has
personal interests among other things in history,
philosophy and social psychology.
In 1995, he moved to Aalborg in Denmark because
of a Danish girl he met. He worked as an insurance
broker for one year, and took advantage of this
experience later when he developed his own
consultant company.
In Aalborg, he taught himself some programming
(Visual Basic), and developed an insurance
calculation software program which he sold to a
Norwegian Insurance Company. After moving to
Oslo with his girlfriend, he was hired as consultant
by the same company to a project that lasted one
year.
After this, he became the Manager of business
insurance in the insurance company Norske Liv. At
that time he had developed and nurtured his idea of
establishing an actuarial consulting company, and he
did this after some years on a full-time basis with his
actuarial colleague. In the beginning, the company
was small. He had to gain money, and worked for
almost two years as an Academic Director of
insurance at the BI Norwegian Business School.
Then the consultant company started to grow, and he
quitted BI and used his full time in NIA (Nordic
Insurance Administration). This was in 1998/99,
and he has been there since.
NIA provides actuarial consulting services within the
pension and life insurance area, especially towards
the business market. They was one of the leading
actuarial consulting companies in Norway through
many years when Defined Benefit Pension Plans
were on its peak and companies needed evaluations
and calculations concerning their pension schemes
and accountings. With the less complex, and cheaper,
Defined Contribution Pension Plans entering Norway
the last 10-15 years, the need of actuaries is less
concerning business pension schemes.
Erik’s book from 2011, Benektelse og Verdighet,
contains some thoughts about our superficial, often
discriminating societies, where the virtue seems to be
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egocentrism without thoughts about the whole.
Empathy is lacking, and existential division into “us”
and “them” is a mental challenge with major
consequences. One of the obstacles is when people
with power – mind, scientific, money, political,
popularity – defend this kind of mind as “necessary”
and “survival of the fittest” without understanding
that such thoughts make the democracies much more
volatile and threatened. When people do not
understand the genesis of extreme violence like
school killings, suicide or sociopathy, asking “how
can this happen?” repeatedly, one can wonder how

smart man really is. The responsibility is not limited
to let’s say the parents. The responsibility is
everyone’s. The day we can survive, mentally, being
honest about our lives and existence, we will take
huge leaps into the future of mankind.
[2] Individual Publication Date: July 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/haereidsorensen-one; Full Issue Publication Date:
September 1, 2020: https://insightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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Abstract
Anthony Sepulveda scored 174 (S.D.15) on Cosmic and is a member of the World Genius Directory.
He discusses: life; death; the meaning of life; boundary for the meaning of life; spiritual or natural entities;
realization of the finitude of life; the idea of a soul; high intelligence; in the context of the contemplation of
death; a cancer test; the priorities in life; a cancer diagnosis; feeling about it; the purpose of life; hopes
moving forward; the type of cancer; a bucket list; legacy; the knowledge day-to-day; the baseline things that
matter now; and religious beliefs and adherence to certainty in an afterlife.
Keywords: Anthony Sepulveda, cancer, death, life.
An Interview with Anthony Sepulveda on Life and Death (Part Two)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Hey Anthony! Let’s
talk about life and death. First, some rapid-fire
questions followed by some longer questions, we
can then move into personal questions. What is
life to you?
Anthony Sepulveda (Brown): Life is a pretty vague
term. Ideally, it would be defined by its correlation
with consciousness. But we can’t really be certain.
2. Jacobsen: What is death to you?
Sepulveda (Brown): Death occurs when the
physiological processes of an organism fail and revert
to purely physical ones.
3. Jacobsen: What is the meaning of life to you?
Sepulveda (Brown): It’s such a bizarre question.
Meaning implies intent beyond simple existence and
likely cannot be conclusively clarified beyond a
subject’s nature. For example, if philosophers were to
examine a carburetor with the intent of divining the

meaning of its existence, two groups would likely
form – one with the intent of determining its purpose
by relating its design to known scientific facts, while
the other squabbled over how it exists at all. It’s my
belief that the purpose (not the meaning) of life in
any form is to survive, procreate, explore, have fun
and be happy, in that order. But those of the latter
group would be unsatisfied with that answer because
they never accept simple answers. In truth, what they
really want is to fully understand the epistemic nature
of God and the Grand Design. And it’s probably
never occurred to them that our limited powers of
cognition may be completely inept in the face of such
a problem.
4. Jacobsen: Does the fact of, at least, physical
death provide a context for finality of the body, at
a minimum, and, therefore, a boundary for
meaning of life to take place?
Sepulveda (Brown): No, meaning is assigned to
whole groups more accurately than individuals
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5. Jacobsen: Are human beings fundamentally
spiritual or natural entities?
Sepulveda (Brown): All processes are natural.
6. Jacobsen: What do you think science and
philosophy clearly show about human nature? Or,
what is human nature?
Sepulveda (Brown): Deterministic.
7. Jacobsen: When it comes to one’s realization of
the finitude of life for others and oneself, what
does this do to the sense of one’s total amount of
time in life?
Sepulveda (Brown): It accentuates the line between
life and death and, in my case, at least, exaggerates
one’s priorities.
8. Jacobsen: Does the idea of a soul make any
sense to you?
Sepulveda (Brown): Not in the traditional sense that
it is connected to yet, somehow, separate from our
physical self.
9. Jacobsen: A good mind, a rational one, can help
with the establishment of a longer, healthier life
on average, but cannot stave of physical death. It’s
a fact of life. Death is coming our way. What does
high intelligence mean in the context of the
contemplation of death?
Sepulveda (Brown): I’m not sure that intelligence
has much impact on one’s perspective when it comes
to mortality. I’ve met many people across a wide
spectrum of intellectual and creative ability and
haven’t yet found a correlation between individual
ability and personal opinion. Some are religious,
some aren’t. Many are certain of their opinions,
others, including myself, admit to their ignorance on
the subject. I believe the that any difference of
opinion is due to the relatively unique combination of
experiences we’ve cultivated throughout our lives
and that, since death is the ultimate unknown factor,
we can never truly be certain of any processes that
occur to any non-physical part of ourselves after
death.
10. Jacobsen: Now, if we move into more personal
materials, your friend had a cancer test. What is
the story leading up to it?
Sepulveda (Brown): Actually, it was me that
underwent a cancer screening. (Pretext for those
reading – In part one, I was asked about important
life experiences. I neglected to mention my cancer
testing because telling the story in it’s entirety could
have potentially had a negative effect on someone I
care about greatly, She and I discussed this after the

publication of my first interview and she assured me
that she would not be effected by it’s release). As for
the story itself, I found a lump in a place that should
never ever have one late one night (around 10 PM).
After the initial shock, I didn’t know what to do. The
only action I felt certain of was to contact my best
friend, Tango. Not to tell her of my unfortunate
discovery (I kept it to myself until after I’d received
the negative test results), but simply to tell her how
much she meant to me.
11. Jacobsen: How does this test change the
priorities in life?
Sepulveda (Brown): Profoundly. Prior to it, I, likely,
would have focused on the long term effects of my
actions. Now, I’m much more concerned with my
overall satisfaction before death.
12. Jacobsen: How does a cancer diagnosis
reorient the timeline of a life?
Sepulveda (Brown): It exaggerates your priorities
exponentially.
13. Jacobsen: How are you feeling about it?
Sepulveda (Brown): Now, I’m grateful for it. It
forced me to face my own mortality and determine
what is truly important. Ultimately, I believe that life
overall will move inexorably towards it’s eventual
conclusion. So it doesn’t matter what I do or
accomplish. So I may as well focus on whatever goal
I want, no matter the consequences.
14. Jacobsen: What is the purpose of a life in the
context of a shortened life, knowing about it, and
seeing that one’s life will be cut far more short
than others?
Sepulveda (Brown): As I said, facing that distinction
exaggerates your opinions. Whatever the test results,
I was determined to live my fullest life.
15. Jacobsen: What are your hopes moving
forward in the context of the earlier, potentially,
loss of a loved, and cared for, one?
Sepulveda (Brown): Hope is a bad word for me and
I try my best not to rely upon it. But my ultimate goal
is to understand my position in the game of life and
attain as much personal satisfaction as I can with
what options are open to me.
16. Jacobsen: What is the type of cancer?
Sepulveda (Brown): Nonexistent. The tests
confirmed that it was a cyst, thankfully.
17. Jacobsen: Do you have a bucket list?
Sepulveda (Brown): I do. Would you like to know
what’s on it?
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18. Jacobsen: Have you thought much more about
legacy? If so, what kinds or levels of it?
Sepulveda (Brown): Not really. I’m over 30 years
old and single at the time of this interview, so having
kids of my own is becoming an increasingly
unappealing option. Luckily, I’m quite content with
my status as an uncle to an amazing little girl I love
dearly and spend as much time as I can with.
19. Jacobsen: How do you cope with the
knowledge day-to-day?
Sepulveda (Brown): By trying my damnedest to live
without regret. After securing my priorities, I explore
every avenue that interests me without stressing on
long term effects.
20. Jacobsen: What are the baseline things that
matter now – with the additional clarity?
Sepulveda (Brown): Family, friends and fun. Many
members of the High IQ Community believe that our
inherent abilities predispose us the responsibility to
use it to benefit society. I disagree because I believe
that human evolution will inevitably head towards the
same destination no matter what I do. Someone will
come up with the next big idea, others will support it
and it’s effects will spread as far as they can. The
data for said idea is simply waiting to be gathered in
the interim. It’s just a matter of time before someone
finds it.

21. Jacobsen: Do you think many religious beliefs
and adherence to certainty in an afterlife is to
assuage and comfort a fear of an apparent finality
of physical death?
Sepulveda (Brown): Yes. I believe that people find
comfort in the idea that the essence of who they are is
a unique, singular thing (soul, consciousness, life
force, etc.) that will exist in some stable state forever.
But the idea of an afterlife (especially an infinite one)
doesn’t make sense when you think about it logically.
No matter the size of a site (physical or
metaphysical), it will have a finite boundary. This
implies that Heaven, Hell or any other post-death
place of existence either cannot hold the potentially
endless number of souls sent there unless there is a
place for them to go once that boundary is reached.
With this in mind, the only option that makes sense to
me is reincarnation. Beyond that, however, I’m not
sure that anything can be determined without some
very unusual and, undoubtedly, unethical scientific
experiments.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, World Genius Directory.
[2] Individual Publication Date: July 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/sepulvedatwo; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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Abstract
Claus Volko is an Austrian computer and medical scientist who has conducted research on the treatment of
cancer and severe mental disorders by conversion of stress hormones into immunity hormones. This research
gave birth to a new scientific paradigm which he called “symbiont conversion theory”: methods to convert
cells exhibiting parasitic behaviour to cells that act as symbionts. In 2013 Volko, obtained an IQ score of 172
on the Equally Normed Numerical Derivation Test. He is also the founder and president of Prudentia High
IQ Society, a society for people with an IQ of 140 or higher, preferably academics. He discusses: Symbiont
Conversion Theory; the importance of independent theorizing; what can go wrong without critical scrutiny
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and peers connected to excessive defensiveness in critical scrutiny of a theory; the “destroy and kill”
paradigm; inflammation seen with the Symbiont Conversion Theory; cancer and the “conversion” of
systemically negative masses of cancer cells; a practical manifestation; an entirely new scientific paradigm or
an adapted and transitional new scientific paradigm; the term symbionts over some other term, even a
neologism; the upper limit possibilities in medical applications; inflammation; healthy ways to improve the
immune system; Symbiont Conversion Theory; misinterpreted; tumour cells; the general success rate of the
current chemotherapy and radiotherapy paradigm of medicine; some other relevant terminology for the reeducation of the cells; and some similar ideas in other fields.
Keywords: Claus Volko, destroy and kill, independent theorizing, Symbiont Conversion Theory, tumour cells.
An Interview with Claus Volko on Symbiont Conversion Theory and More (Part Four)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Now, last time we
talked, with Rick Rosner, you had a theory:
Symbiont Conversion Theory. What is Symbiont
Conversion Theory?
Dr. Claus Volko: Symbiont Conversion Theory is a
new scientific paradigm. The basic hypothesis is that
you do not have to kill cells that display parasitic
behaviour but that you can re-educate, or re-program,
them to become symbionts. This applies both to
cancer and infectious diseases. There have already
been publications showing that such a reprogramming of bacteria, for example, is possible. I
wrote a review article of these publications and
proposed the term Symbiont Conversion Theory.
2. Jacobsen: What is the importance of
independent theorizing?
Volko: A hypothesis can be called a theory as soon
as evidence showing that it is true has been provided.
Scientists should come up with many hypotheses, it is
the basis of their work.
3. Jacobsen: What can go wrong without critical
scrutiny and peers connected to excessive
defensiveness in critical scrutiny of a theory?
Volko: As said, a hypothesis is a theory as soon as
evidence has been provided. It is possible to falsify a
hypothesis by providing counter-examples. That can
also be done as soon as the hypothesis has become a
theory. In case of Symbiont Conversion Theory,
however, this theory is based on an existential
statement: It is possible to re-educate parasitic cells.
As I told you when we discussed Popper, existential
statements cannot be disproven.
4. Jacobsen: Why is the “destroy and kill”
paradigm regarding cancer insufficient at the
present moment?
Volko: Because of the side-effects chemotherapy and
radiotherapy have. They also kill healthy tissue and
because they are based on mechanisms that initiate
mutations, they can cause cancer themselves.

5. Jacobsen: How is inflammation seen with the
Symbiont Conversion Theory?
Volko: Inflammation is a reaction of the immune
system that has advantages and disadvantages for the
patient. In general, we would like to strengthen the
immune system but not by means of inflammation, as
it damages tissue.
6. Jacobsen: How would this theory apply to
cancer and the “conversion” of systemically
negative masses of cancer cells into systemically
positive masses of cancer?
Volko: The idea is to reprogram tumour cells so that
they do not consume more than other cells and work
as functional tissue.
7. Jacobsen: What would be a practical
manifestation of this?
Volko: Re-educating parasitic cells instead of killing
them would be a revolutionary thing to do. With
cancer, it would possibly lead to a cure more often
than traditional chemotherapy and radiotherapy.
8. Jacobsen: More precisely, is it an entirely new
scientific paradigm or an adapted and transitional
new scientific paradigm?
Volko: It is an entirely new scientific paradigm.
There has been no paradigm stating that parasites
could be educated.
9. Jacobsen: Why use the term symbionts over
some other term, even a neologism?
Volko: I use the term symbionts because this is
exactly what it is all about: converting parasites into
symbionts. While parasites make use of the host
organism and have a detrimental effect on it,
symbionts live in the state of symbiosis with the host
organism so that both sides profit from this
symbiosis.
10. Jacobsen: What would be the upper limit
possibilities in medical applications for this
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particular form of treatment involving Symbiont
Conversion Theory?
Volko: Probably parasitic and bacterial infections as
well as cancer could be treated.
11. Jacobsen: How does inflammation damage
tissue?
Volko: At medical school we learn that the stages of
inflammation are “rubor, calor, dolor, functio laesa”
(these are Latin words). The last term, “functio
laesa”, means that the functionality of the tissue gets
lost.
12. Jacobsen: What, typically, are normal, healthy
ways to improve the immune system?
Volko: Commonly it is recommended to do sports to
boost the immune system, and to eat vitamins.
13. Jacobsen: How could Symbiont Conversion
Theory be misinterpreted?
Volko: Tumour cells form because of spontaneous
mutations. The immune system usually detects these
mutations and removes the spurious cells. If the
immune system does not succeed in doing so, cancer
may arise.
14. Jacobsen: Why do tumour cells form?
Volko: Tumour cells form because of spontaneous
mutations. The immune system usually detects these

mutations and removes the spurious cells. If the
immune system does not succeed in doing so, cancer
may arise.
15. Jacobsen: What is the general success rate of
the current chemotherapy and radiotherapy
paradigm of medicine? Has this been improving
or stagnating in its success rate?
Volko: Read about this in medical textbooks. In
general, the success rate has been slightly improving
because of new treatments, but it is far from being
optimal.
16. Jacobsen: What would be some other relevant
terminology for the re-education of the cells?
Volko: Some speak of reprogramming.
17. Jacobsen: What are some similar ideas in
other fields?
Volko: Harvard Medical School coined the term
“Modify and Repair” for the treatment of cancer by
converting tumour cells to functional tissue.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, World Genius Directory.
[2] Individual Publication Date: July 1, 2020:
http://www.in-sightjournal.com/volko-four. Full
Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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Abstract
Heinrich Siemens was born as a member of a Low German community in Latvia, or the former Soviet Union.
His family spoke Plautdietsch and read the Luther Bible in High German. He has performed very well on
HRIQ tests of Ronald K. Hoeflin, Paul Cooijmans, Jonathan Wai, Theodosis Prousalis, and others. Some
results have been above 5 sigma or 5 standard deviations. He developed the Three Sonnets Test
(www.tweeback.com/hriq/Three-Sonnets.pdf). A lot of his life resolves around Plautdietsch language. He is
the president of the international association of speakers of the language. He founded a publishing house
devoted to this language:www.tweeback.com. Siemens enjoys the philosophy of Wittgenstein in particular
and the philosophy of language in general. He has a film interest directors including Bergman, Kubrick,
Melville, Tarr, Tarkovsky, Tarr, von Trier. If in Plautdietsch, he enjoys films by Alexandra Kulak & Ruslan
Fedotov, Carlos Reygadas, Nora Fingscheidt, and others. He discusses: Germany; Plautdietsch, German, and
Russian; the origin of Plautdietsch; the Mennonite religion; family life; giftedness; Ronald K. Hoeflin, Paul
Cooijmans, Jonathan Wai, Theodosis Prousalis, and some others; and Tweeback Verlag.
Keywords: Heinrich Siemens, Jonathan Wai, Luther Bible, Paul Cooijmans, Plautdietsch, Ronald K. Hoeflin,
Theodosis Prousalis, Tweeback Verlag.
An Interview with Heinrich Siemens on Background and Scores (Part One)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: In Latvia, what is the
cultural and socioeconomic meaning of the “Low
German community”?
Heinrich Siemens: In the second half of the 18th
century, when the German-born Catherine II. was
Tsarina, many people from (High and Low) Germanspeaking countries (Germany did not yet exist)
emigrated to the Russian Empire. My parents grew
up in Siberia, but in the 1960s when the opportunity
arose, they moved to Latvia, now part of the EU, but
then part of the Soviet Union.

Soviet Union. But the Luther Bible was read in High
German, the school was in Latvian and the lingua
franca of the Soviet Union was Russian. I grew up
with these languages. When I was 11, we emigrated
to Germany.
2. Jacobsen: Why did you emigrate to Germany?
Siemens: As a German minority and as part of a
religious community, we suffered great restrictions in
the Soviet Union. I could not have become an
academic, for example, and there was even the
danger of being locked up in prison.

In our community we spoke Plautdietsch, the variety
of Low German that was common in the former
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In the 1970s the cold war thawed a little and the
possibility of emigration arose in the context of the
Helsinki Accords. Many families could be reunited
who had been separated for decades by the iron
curtain.
3. Jacobsen: Are you trilingual now with
Plautdietsch, German, and Russian?
Siemens: Yes, I feel most comfortable in these
languages. There are a few more languages
(including English) in which I read books or have
simple conversations, but when it comes to in-depth
conversations I quickly reach my limits.
4. Jacobsen: What is the origin of Plautdietsch?
Siemens: In contrast to High German, Low German
has preserved the old consonants /p, t, k/ and the old
monophthongs /i:, u:/, so it has not gone through the
High German consonant shift and diphthongization
(Pepa, Tiet, Wota, koake, Hus vs. Pfeffer, Zeit,
Wasser, kochen, Haus). Consonantism is thus similar
in Low German, Dutch, and English, while the long
vowels /i:, u:/ are preserved only in Low German,
while English, High German, and Dutch have
diphthongs.
Plautdietsch is the Low German variety that was
spoken between the Vistula and Nogat rivers in
Poland. At that time, the Baltic Prussians (now
extinct), the Slavic Kashubs and German settlers
lived in this area, they all formed a Sprachbund and
thus Plautdietsch was also influenced by Baltic and
Slavic.
Now there are only a few Plautdietsch speakers left in
Siberia, most of them have emigrated to Germany
(about 200,000). There have been overseas
emigrations since the 19th century, so that now there
are about 100,000 speakers in North America and
about 250,000 speakers in Latin America. In Europe
the number of speakers is decreasing, in Latin
America it is growing thanks to large families.
For about 100 years there has been a Plautdietsch
literature, there are grammars and dictionaries, so that
today it is a fully developed written language.
5. Jacobsen: Does the Mennonite religion still
influence you? If not, why not? If so, how?
Siemens: Because my name is Heinrich, I naturally
expected this Gretchenfrage
Goethe).

(cf. Faust I by

Mennonites differ from the other Christian religions
in that they only baptize adults. I consider this
principle to be very important, because everyone

should decide for himself whether he wants to belong
and to which religion he wants to belong.
Theologically, pacifism is crucial for Mennonites,
and this was also the reason for the many migrations
of Mennonites: Whenever the young men were to
become soldiers, the Mennonites emigrated to
another country where they didn’t have to do army
service.
I still share these religious principles, but I personally
decided against being baptized. I belong to the
cultural community of Mennonites, but not to a
congregation. After careful consideration I have
come to the conclusion that I want to live my life
without God, maybe because of Ockham’s razor.
When I see what the Bible (or other holy scriptures)
and faith are misused for, I don’t want to be a part of
it.
6. Jacobsen: How was family life for you? Was
this reflective of many families of the time in
Latvia?
Siemens: A childhood in the late 1960s and 1970s
was very different from now. We played outside a
lot, had no electronic gadgets yet, we lived in a threegeneration household. My parents worked, we
children were with the grandmother. The other
families lived similarly, not only in our Low German
community, but also the Latvians in our small town.
7. Jacobsen: Was giftedness noticed early for you?
Siemens: Giftedness was never an issue. Although I
have always found cognitive challenges easier than
many of my fellow human beings, I did not take my
first test until I was 45. Today I know the
international high range IQ community, but I didn’t
know about it before.
8. Jacobsen: What were some of the tests by
Ronald K. Hoeflin, Paul Cooijmans, Jonathan
Wai, Theodosis Prousalis, and some others taken
by you? What has been the full range of scores on
S.D. 15? What test was the highest score for you?
Siemens: My most successful test results include the
Titan test by Ronald K. Hoeflin (raw score 45/48),
the Test of the Beheaded Man (33/40), the Marathon
Test (108/111), both by Paul Cooijmans, many
different tests and some won contests by Theodosis
Prousalis, SLSE 48 (30/48) by Jonathan Wai, etc.
Usually the results were beyond 5 standard
deviations. The highest score was the verbal section
of the Marathon Test with IQ 180 S.D. 15.
In this context, let me draw your attention to the only
test I have designed: Three Sonnets
(tweeback.com/hriq/Three-Sonnets.pdf). It takes
some time to get into it, but if you consider that the
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test was published on Towel day, you have a clue. I
am waiting for your submission. Have fun and
dopamine release.
9. Jacobsen: Why found the publishing house
Tweeback Verlag?
Siemens: The Tweeback Verlag has literature on and
about Plautdietsch as its main focus. I founded it
because there was no publisher in this niche yet and
there were some books that needed to be published.

Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] 45/48 on the Titan Test by Dr. Ronald K. Hoeflin.
[2] Individual Publication Date: July 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/siemensone; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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Abstract
Rick Rosner and I conduct a conversational series entitled Ask A Genius on a variety of subjects through InSight Publishing on the personal and professional website for Rick. According to some semi-reputable
sources gathered in a listing here, Rick G. Rosner may have among America’s, North America’s, and the
world’s highest measured IQs at or above 190 (S.D. 15)/196 (S.D. 16) based on several high range test
performances created by Christopher Harding, Jason Betts, Paul Cooijmans, and Ronald Hoeflin. He earned
12 years of college credit in less than a year and graduated with the equivalent of 8 majors. Christian
Sorensen earned a score at 185+, i.e., at least 186, on the WAIS. He is an expert in philosophy. Both scores on
a standard deviation of 15. A sigma of 6.00+ (or ~6.13 or 6.20) for Rick – a general intelligence rarity of 1 in
1,009,976,678+ (with some at rarities of 1 in 2,314,980,850 or 1 in 3,527,693,270) – and a sigma of ~5.67+ for
Christian – a general intelligence rarity of more than 1 in 136,975,305, at least 1 in 202,496,482. Neither
splitting hairs nor a competition here; we agreed to a discussion, hopefully, for the edification of the audience
here. If a higher general intelligence score, then the greater the variability in, and margin of error in, the
general intelligence scores because of the greater rarity in the population. This amounts to a joint interview
or conversation with Christian Sorensen, Rick Rosner, and myself.
Keywords: Christian Sorensen, metaphysics, Rick Rosner, physics.
Ask Two Geniuses: Conversation with Christian Sorensen and Rick Rosner on Physics and
Metaphysics[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Why should we bring
together physics and metaphysics?

the philosophical stuff, which occupies the terrible
outskirts of the city that physics occupies. Is that it?

Rick Rosner: First, we should define metaphysics. It
has been a while. I think it’s the discipline of coming
up with the reasons behind stuff in a less empirical
way than physics. Metaphysics tries to get closer to
the principles of existence and then tries to answer
questions like, “Why is the universe here? Why are
we here?” It gets into the questions of purpose. It is

Jacobsen: I guess so. I see physics as more spikey
than gooey.
Rosner: Yes, everything in physics in physics can be
characterized by equations. As we have talked about
before, metaphysics and physics split hundreds of
years ago with all the wild speculation that went into
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both. Same with alchemy. It was very tied into
philosophical ideas of how the world and principles,
animistic principles and principles of good & evil,
expressed themselves via potions and formulas. In
the 1500s, 1600s, people start doing really solid
science. That takes off when you find out the actual
physical and chemical principles behind everything.
The wild philosophical speculations didn’t return
good value in the ways solid science did. You can’t
build a steam engine out of philosophical speculation.
But then, what we’ve talked about, our idea is that
you can’t do effective metaphysics when you don’t
have a decent idea of the overall structure of the
world. Only in the last 100 years have we gotten
anything like that. Now, I think it is reasonable to
think that given some of the physical, theoretical
structures in place. You can start to hang metaphysics
on stuff.
For instance, Information Theory, I think, first got its
name in 1948 in a paper by Claude Shannon. Now,
we know quite a bit about information, and how
information exists in the world. To define
information here, information is, basically, the
actualizing of alternatives in a system. That is, if a
system has a number of possible states, then the
states that are actually chosen from the range of
alternatives; those choices of states are the
information in the system. In that, information is
about the most stripped-down thing that you can have
there. Quantum mechanics expresses how systems
work when there is incomplete information. We’ve
done a lot of jibber-jabbering about the universe
being made of information, and why it would be in
terms of the principles of existence, which involve
having temporal duration. For something to exist, it
has to exist for a non-zero amount of time. Things
that exist have to exist with negating contradictions
pushed off to the side. Negating uncertainty pushed
off to the side. When you start talking like this,
you’re bringing metaphysics into it. You’re trying to
make metaphysical principles, the principles of
existence, e.g., the principle of non-contradiction.
The principle that everything that is not prohibited
from existing belongs to the set of things that can and
do exist somewhere. All this stuff has a stink of
metaphysics about it. At the same time, it has the
possibility of being turned into legitimate physics.
Because again, quantum mechanics is the physics of
non-contradiction. Things that exist solidly in the
world, exist so solidly because a bunch of particles
have conspired for a sufficiently long history
to reinforce each others’ existences by exchanging
information to the point where the fuzziness and
indeterminacy have been squeezed down to very
small scales. So, when you have an apple or a

baseball, they definitely exist; they don’t wink in and
out of existence in the manner of a virtual particle(s)
in the sea of particles that can wink in and out of
existence because it(they) are so small. That’s all
metaphysics impinging on physics.
Christian Sorensen: I find it an interesting question,
however is like trying to combine caviar with
blackberries to make a sweet cake believing that it’s
plausible and tasty because both are alike. Indeed I
consider that from an etymological and logical point
of view, that approach in the sense of trying to bring
them together, is incorrect since except for the fact of
being paronyms with phonetical and
orthographical similarities, and that implicitly
knowledge evolution but also thinking involution
sights could have been lost, they ultimately have
between each other, nothing to do because meanings
are completely different. When speaking of both, it is
not enough to make a double distinction, due to the
reason that actually two types of physics are
involved, and therefore it is necessary to make a
triple separation, which will be deductible in turn
after a couple of following questions are answered
regarding to the problems of what and how, and one
with respect to the issue of object.
Following a logically inverse path, that means to
begin from the consequence instead of
its prepositions, it is possible to affirm that the first of
them is philosophical physics, meanwhile the other is
properly speaking physics, as scientific discipline or
particular science. The former has an object of study,
that is identifiable as such, with any entity in itself
present in nature, while those related to classical,
and modern or quantum physics, are going to be
respectively linked with the properties of matter and
energy, and the characteristics, behaviors and
interactions of particles at atomic and subatomic
levels. From my point of view, and regardless of
whether it is according to classical or quantum
physics, or if what is intended to be studied is
tangible or not, the object fulfills a merely
instrumental function, and cannot be identified with
the being, as occurs with the first of them, since it’s
partial, to the extent that it only refers to some
aspects of the thing as such, and on the other hand it
is relative since is constantly in a changing process
and then never catches the truth. This last means that
their objects, would be theoretical constructs, and
therefore are definable through noetic consensus,
where it would be the praxis who determines their
signification, and in consequence with a dynamically
evolutionary connotation, that in strictly sense
enables them for not having any sort of
correspondence towards anything existing in reality.
The two of them would also respond in different
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directions and degrees of depth, while the scientists
ones would do so regarding problems of how’s
nature within reality, that is to say to behalf of reality
behavior, the philosophical would do it in relation to
the issue of what’s essence, in other words to the
ontological nature of entities.
From my perspective, they could be classified as
phenomenal physics, and as noumenic physics
respectively, and in that way it would be possible to
sustain that with phenomena approximations, reality
is placed between parentheses, as if they were
bracketed images that built a movie, and
subsequently a systematization is done by means of
their own method, that searches, by pursuing
utilitarian ends, the establishment of necessary
interdependence relations between variables, at the
time that noumenic psysics, through intuitive
intellectual exercise, continues seeking ideal utopias,
as some kind of ever lasting end. In order to
understand what I argued at the beginning, it must be
visualized that the table needs a third leg, because if
not and only has two, it will finally fall.
In this sense metaphysics, to the aforementioned will
add a second twist of delimitations and distinctions,
and in that manner the existing disjunction with
physics, is going to be even worst in what has to do
with the supposed possibility of bringing them
together. In fact, in addition to focusing on entity as
such, addresses to all those beings that exist outside
the physis or physics plane of nature. Then certainly
in relation to ones which are of an intangible
character, focuses its attention as occurs with
quantum, but simultaneously and differentially does
so according to a completely different order or
dimension with other beings, due to the fact that the
first would center its attention unlike the second, on
extra-natural entities, which besides and broadly
said are going to cover what I will denominate as
theophysicists beings. Likewise, not only does not
intends to respond to the state of natural things, nor
to their nature, as can arrives with noumenic physics,
but also aims to reach first or ultimate principles in
relation to everything, beyond which nothing would
exist, since otherwise the principle of noncontradiction should have to be left aside, and the
latest until now has not been possible to achieve. By
placing physics as currently is known, and
metaphysics in parallel, I personally believe, that
thought step by step as time goes by, has been
involving or suffering from evolutionary
regression, and therefore although apparently it goes
unnoticed, continues jivarising and brutalizing itself,
even though knowledge and technological
achievements since the seventeenth century are
indisputables. Effectively since more or less that time,

physics and other basic sciences, became
independent from philosophy or philosophical
physics, and from my gaze it is evident how physics
has become increasingly more banal and
repetitive, especially in its unsuccessful attempts to
give epistemological responses, such as Albert
Einstein has done and Stephen Hawking lastly did
with its boring and useless explanations that did
arrive nowhere. Consequently the lack of interest
in deepening fundamental topics regarding issues
and conflicts that existentially torture human being
currently, it’s another riddle which produces a strong
headache, since also apparently it has been forgotten
that in the history of humanity, is not physics that
ultimately mobilizes the world, and determines the
destiny that should be followed, but on the contrary
are ideas or ideals in their state of purity and
simplicity, that predetermine such a thing.
Jacobsen: What are some areas for confusion in
trying to bring these together?
Sorensen: In my opinion, before examining these
areas, it would be necessary to do so with what for
me is similar to a point of fission regarding the
possibility to bring these together, since I estimate
that if the basic problem could be synthesized in one
sentence, then it should be said that despite the fact
that physics was born from philosophy, this last
doesn’t means necessarily that there is any possible
continuity between them, and therefore what could
actually exists in relation to each other is an essential
mis-match.
The emergence of physics is not accidental or
whimsical, on the contrary it obeys to a precise
reason, that is to say is directly related to the
appearance of the Cartesian method, and then it
could be sustain that its birth, it’s due to a
methodological determinism, and in turn that it was
remarked by a sort of point, that not only delimits
something that’s before and after in its history, but
that also seals the beginning of a path without return,
since the reasoning is more o less the following: if for
physics there is no valid knowledge, but only the
empirical one, and there is no physics but only the
one linked to scientific method, then the knowledge of
philosophical physics, that I denominate as noumenic
physics would not be valid in this context, and
consequently, is should be the last one who
transforms its postulates into empirically and
pragmatically validated theoretical assumptions, in
order to achieve the status of the former.
Nevertheless, although physics implicitly claims a
status of superiority, it loses sight regarding the fact
that is the method who determines its science, and
therefore it could be affirmed that for physics the
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methods is ultimately everything. At the same it can
be said, that if there’s an almost impassable border
regarding to philosophical or noumenic physics, then
with even more reason, this gap is going to be
absolutely insurmountable with respect to
metaphysics, since their associated entities, in
addition to being intangibles, are besides extranatural and could eventually reach to be
supernatural or theophysicists.
Checking the historical and epistemological
antecedents of physics as science, it is possible to
demonstrate that besides not having any
correspondence with general philosophy, nor with
philosophical or noumenic physics, as a corp of
knowledge, because encompasses natural sciences in
their origins, that is to say apart from physics also
biology, and chemistry, that also incurs in
consequence once more in other imprecision, and
conceptual error when maintains that its origins
comes directly from ancient physics.
Interpreting the meaning of this question and the
previous one, it gives the impression that at a certain
level what is intended, is to upgrade and empower
metaphysics so that by following the good example of
her metaphorical daughter who is no longer unruly,
because has shown that has done better in life, must
soak its beards, and realize that it’s better business to
achieve legitimization as a science, therefore if
metaphysics does successfully so, then they could
both live a happy shared time henceforth.
However, if I deepen even more my interpretation,
and also I try to read between lines, what may
follows here is somehow a reductionism in such a
way, that metaphysics should leaves its old rags for
renewing itself, and in that way adapt to physics, due
to the fact, that abra kadabra, it is believed that both
are situated in a continuum of evolutionary linearity,
which although it exists from the historical point of
view, nevertheless does not exists, gnoseologically
and epistemologically speaking. Since the differences
between them in terms of their objects of study,
methodologies, empirical foundations or not of their
theoretical conceptualizations and even purposes,
are subject to a particular meaning, that is above all
the aforementioned structure which intends to
mediates the cognitive relationship between subject
and object. The latest therefore determines the
former, as it does with the existing differences
between physics and metaphysics, in order to turn
these into radical and irreducible questions. In
synthesis I guess that actually for understanding what
are the areas for confusion in trying to bring these
together, first of all it would be necessary to search
for the latent meaning behind the practice of physics

and metaphysics, and that obviously goes beyond
anything that can frame the relationship between
cognizant subject and cognosed object.
Jacobsen: What are the ways in which woo,
supernatural, paranormal, and spooky
explanations are simply out of order here if a
merger is to make sense?
Sorensen: In my opinion from a rationalist point of
view, these type of statements should not be based on
any a-prioristic approach, in order to determine if
they are or not out of place in this context. I
straightly consider that way of doing things, as
something absolutist, which for me is even less
logical and far-fetched.
The fact that they could eventually resist any kind of
logical analysis, of which at least I don’t have any
certainty yet, only would means that these probably
are valid, but not necessarily true, and therefore the
reasoning outcome, does not ensure that they
actually exist if an ontological perspective is
followed. In other words, if it is not possible to
demonstrate their existence, from any rational point
of view, then it would only rest the chance to show
them, which lastly for both physics and
metaphysics. would also be impossible to do.
Now if I flashback once more the rationalist plane, I
would be born to respond that with an asymmetric
way, because I cannot visualize how physics could
pronounce itself regarding these entities unless it
rejects them as real from the root, or develops a
supernatural instrument to measure these or to verify
their existence and behavior.
At the same time I will continue responding by
following the above, and therefore by replicating that
so is analogous to how theoretical
conceptualizations, regarding natural entities can be
left aside, as a formal logical reasoning process
outcome, or epistemologically speaking, when the
empirical conceptualizations proposed by physics as
science, are evaluated on their validity. In this
manner, in relation to gnoseology and especially to
epistemology, it must not be forgotten that the
theoretical conceptualizations, and also the empirical
or experimental ones proposed by physics, are
entities that from an ontological sight, actually are
ideal, and in consequence if they are so,
they necessarily should be extra naturals. Then why
not, maybe the supernaturals…
Jacobsen: Instead of an emphasis on the possible
and impossible, what about the plausible and the
implausible?

1 SEPTEMBER 2020 | ISSU 23 | IN-SIGHT | 326
© 2012-2020 In-Sight Publishing. All rights reserved.

ISSN 2369-6885

Sorensen: For understanding
the plausible and implausible, I feel it can be useful
to think about the image of a fish regarding the
water, since when the fish is inside of it, is optimal,
while when is outside is the worst. With physics and
metaphysics, from my point of view something similar
occurs, due to the fact that both are optimal,
nevertheless not in an absolute sense, but rather
according or depending to what… The above means
in part, that the two of them lack something, because
in a certain way they have lost it, and therefore they
may fail. Physics at the time that it separated from
philosophy, lost its ability to wonder about the
ultimate essence, and in relation to nature of material
and immaterial reality, while metaphysics lack’s of
something or has an original fault, by being
essentially useless, and being hermetically fixed,
regarding its rigid purpose of searching final
responses about everything existing. I think that each
one is fundamentally necessary, but not necessarily
enough by itself. In that sense the first contributes
through its solid pragmatic and evolutive knowledge,
meanwhile the second does so with its deep and
invariable knowledge. In other words and following
the reasoning of the aforementioned, it should not be
pretended, in relation to each one, to reach any
achievement of what I will denominate as neither
inverse nor integral function, since these implausibly
would neutralize both, and ultimately would distort
the meaning and outcomes of them. In this manner if
I could express mathematically and simply, why
simultaneously plausibility and implausibility will
affect physics and metaphysics, I would say that 1 +
1 does not equal 2, but that rather 1 + 1 equals 1.
Jacobsen: In that, the supernatural,
extramaterial, and so on, exist as an opposing
ledger in some sense to the natural, the material,
etc., however, they provide some semblance of a
consideration rather than verification. With this
sense of verificative and falsifiability
simplification of the matter, do these former
categories seem implausible in one sense?
Sorensen: In fact if these are no-falsifiable, it is
because they are not empirically verifiable,
nevertheless this does not necessarily mean that they
are implausible, since
the plausibility and implausibility are a consequence
of falsification, and if there is no possibility to carry
out any empirical contrast, then only I can affirm
that I can’t pronounce myself on its falsity, and
therefore I can say with certainty, that they are
potentially or possibly plausible.
Jacobsen: Do they seem unverified in another
sense?

Sorensen: On the one hand, the fact that they have
not been verified, does not necessarily imply that they
are not verifiable. On the other side, in my opinion
the extra-material entities, are theoretically not
uniform, since in a strict metaphysical sense, they
should be only circumscribed, to the immaterial, in
relation, to what is immaterial within the material.
Therefore in one way or another, they have a ground
wire with what is naturally real, and I think then, that
from a formal logical point of view, they can
probably be verifiable. The problem occurs when
metaphysics from a Thomistic-scholastic perspective,
tries to expand towards extra-material entities with a
supernatural nature or connotation, and besides
pretends to metaphysically validate them through a
natural theology. Within the order or dimension of
the latest, what happens is that these philosophical
premises, until now have not been verified in no
sense, and I personally doubt that they could be
validated sometime, by following a formal logical
reasoning, which would imply, that if they are
logically unacceptable, then with greater reason,
they wouldn’t be plausibles or existences
ontologically real.
Jacobsen: Do they seem unfalsifiable in a further
sense?
Sorensen: Yes, unless that in the future they could be
phenomenally observable, measurable and
experienceable, at least indirectly through some
model.
Jacobsen: If these three criteria seem like the case,
perhaps, we should far more emphasize the
plausible, the verifiable, and the falsifiable,
while utilizing the possible and implausible as
points of reflection as in an intellectual exercise
without taking them too seriously because of the
more substantive and serious nature of the latter
aforementioned categories?
Sorensen: It seems to me, that this is an intellectually
obtuse deduction. I think that the three criteria
indicated, are intellectually serious in an empirical
context, therefore, outside of there they would no
longer be, which in fact does not mean neither that
they are the only ones in that context. On the other
hand, I do not see why these could be more serious
and substantive, than an intellectual exercise, where I
suppose that what is meant by the latter, is a
syllogistic verification, where if the former refers
to plausibility, the latter does something analogous
when they refer to validity. In consequence neither by
one nor the other, not even through falsification, are
capable of pronouncing about the veracity of
something. I also believe that by reducing everything
that could potentially exist, to the positum, is almost
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the same, as to imagine that the problem of infidelity
that a man lives with his wife, is going to be solved,
when he sells the couch where he surprised her with
its lover. In this way, these criteria, used as a syrup
that cures all ills, more than serious and
substantive, they seem to me to be deniers of any
evidence. In addition, apparently it’s forgotten, that
their applicability is with respect to knowledge, and
in particular to that which is scientific. Consequently,
if it is intended to take them to an ontological plane,
so that they can pronounce themselves regarding the
possibility of being of something, that’s equivalent to
demanding them, something for which they do not
have the capacity to respond, and
besides theoretically speaking it shows a confusional
psychic state.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Christian is a Philosopher that comes from
Belgium. What identifies him the most and above all
is simplicity, for everything is better with “vanilla
flavour.” Perhaps, for this reason, his intellectual
passion is criticism and irony, in the sense of trying
to reveal what “hides behind the mask,” and give
birth to the true. For him, ignorance and knowledge
never “cross paths.” What he likes the most in his
leisure time, is to go for a walk with his wife.
Rick G. Rosner, according to some semi-reputable
sources gathered in a listing here, may have among
America’s, North America’s, and the world’s highest
measured IQs at or above 190 (S.D. 15)/196 (S.D.
16) based on several high range test performances
created by Christopher Harding, Jason Betts, Paul
Cooijmans, and Ronald Hoeflin. He earned 12 years
of college credit in less than a year and graduated
with the equivalent of 8 majors. He has received
8 Writers Guild Awards and Emmy nominations, and
was titled 2013 North American Genius of the
Year by The World Genius Directory with the main
“Genius” listing here.

He has written for Remote Control, Crank
Yankers, The Man Show, The Emmys, The
Grammys, and Jimmy Kimmel Live!. He worked as a
bouncer, a nude art model, a roller-skating waiter,
and a stripper. In a television
commercial, Domino’s Pizza named him the
“World’s Smartest Man.” The commercial was taken
off the air after Subway sandwiches issued a ceaseand-desist. He was named “Best Bouncer” in the
Denver Area, Colorado, by Westwood Magazine.
Rosner spent much of the late Disco Era as an
undercover high school student. In addition, he spent
25 years as a bar bouncer and American fake IDcatcher, and 25+ years as a stripper, and nearly 30
years as a writer for more than 2,500 hours of
network television. Errol Morris featured Rosner in
the interview series entitled First Person, where
some of this history was covered by Morris. He came
in second, or lost, on Jeopardy!, sued Who Wants to
Be a Millionaire? over a flawed question and lost the
lawsuit. He won one game and lost one game on Are
You Smarter Than a Drunk Person? (He was drunk).
Finally, he spent 37+ years working on a timeinvariant variation of the Big Bang Theory.
Currently, Rosner sits tweeting in a bathrobe (winter)
or a towel (summer). He lives in Los
Angeles, California with his wife, dog, and goldfish.
He and his wife have a daughter. You can send him
money or questions
at LanceVersusRick@Gmail.Com, or a direct
message via Twitter, or find him on LinkedIn, or
see him on YouTube.”
[2] Individual Publication Date: July 8,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/sorensenrosner; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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Abstract
Anthony Sepulveda scored 174 (S.D.15) on Cosmic and is a member of the World Genius Directory. He
discusses: important problems; ethics and morality based on the position of the determinism of human
nature; international human rights and humanitarian law, and God’s law; morality; a cyst; the bucket list;
items for the bucket list; form of reincarnation; the inevitable drift or direction of human evolution;
environmental long-term stability; redistribution of resources and international responsibility, or not; an
alien species; a culture of care; religion; week 10; the Northern Lights; ‘Tango’; 1984-ish attempts to rewrite
history on the part of religious extremists with a conservative orientation and extremist social activists with a
liberal perspective; and some signs of some cultures decaying in rejection of historical monuments of the
senses called art.
Keywords: Anthony Sepulveda, bucket list, culture, philosophy.
An Interview with Anthony Sepulveda on Bucket List and Culture (Part Three)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: What do you consider
some of the more important problems to solve
now?

connected to morality or ethics. Any thoughts on
ethics and morality based on the position of the
determinism of human nature?

Anthony Sepulveda (Brown): The biggest issues
that need attention right now are political with a
focus on long-term social and environmental
stability. It terrifies me to know that we’re closer to
interplanetary travel than world peace, insofar as
we’ll be more akin to a virus spreading than curious
explorers. So we need to ensure our home is stable,
safe and sound before moving onward.

Sepulveda (Brown): This is a very interesting
problem. Generally, an objective answer to an
important problem would result in it’s immediate
implication. However, given the standard view of a
hard determinist and my current views on the
afterlife, it would conclude that it doesn’t matter what
we do and that our experiences have no effects after
death. This would result in a ‘might makes right’,
‘survival of the fittest’ environment that I’m not
entirely sure doesn’t already exist (if in a relatively
unusual form).

2. Jacobsen: Some will claim a determinist view of
human nature leaves the question of freedom of
the will a concluded issue and then this becomes
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3. Jacobsen: What do you think of the comparison
between international human rights and
humanitarian law, on the one hand, and God’s
law, e.g., Moses and the Ten Commandments, on
the other?
Sepulveda (Brown): Any ethical problem can be
solved using the same logic John Nash applied to
economics – Do what’s best for you and everyone
else. Many problems arise when our egos
overshadow our empathy for others. And accepting
our status as relative equals (especially with
future generations) would go a long way to resolve
most issues.
Without definitive proof that a specific religion
reflects the truth of God’s will, all laws should be
founded on objective reason and experience.
4. Jacobsen: Is morality invented, discovered, or
innate and then constructed/formalized?
Sepulveda (Brown): It’s an interesting question… I
believe that the solutions to ethical problems are
relative to their environment. So, while there is a
Commandment that orders not to kill, I would obey it
on the grounds that performing such acts is not
necessary for the ongoing prosperity of myself and
those I respect. But in a different situation – if I were
homeless and cold and another vagrant were to
attempt to steal what little comforts I had, I imagine
that their continued existence wouldn’t matter much
to me. It seems probable to me that most of morality
is relative to the events surrounding it.
5. Jacobsen: What was the sense of relief in
finding out only a cyst was present?
Sepulveda (Brown): Indescribable. I was on cloud
nine for weeks. Absolutely nothing could get under
my skin and I was obnoxiously happy.
6. Jacobsen: So, what is on the bucket list?
Sepulveda (Brown): 1. See the Northern Lights 2.
Do everything in my power to ensure the ongoing
happiness of Tango and the few family members I’m
close to. The rest of life is a blank canvas that I have
free reign with as long as I avoid actions that I’ll
actually regret.
7. Jacobsen: Why choose those items for the
bucket list?
Sepulveda (Brown): The patterns of nature have
always fascinated me and the only one I haven’t seen
for myself yet is the Northern Lights. The other is
pretty self explanatory – I love them most dearly and
want nothing but the best for them.

8. Jacobsen: What form of reincarnation makes
sense to you?
Sepulveda (Brown): There are a few different ideas
of how reincarnation occurs, but there’s no real way
to determine which one is the most accurate. Still, I
lean towards it because no other part of nature is
permanent. Everything is in a constant state of flux.
So why would the soul be any different?
9. Jacobsen: What seems like the inevitable drift
or direction of human evolution?
Sepulveda (Brown): I’m not sure. The world is so
interconnected and events arise to be forgotten so
quickly nowadays that it seems impossible to
accurately predict. But if determinism is accurate,
then the idea of fate is valid and we’ll all reach an
inevitable conclusion no matter what I do.
10. Jacobsen: What parts of environmental longterm stability?
Sepulveda (Brown): All of them. We need to learn
from our mistakes and alter our methodologies if we
want to maintain the overall stability of the global
ecosystem. We need to fund and encourage
companies like Mycoworks that have dedicated
themselves to the development of safe materials that
could easily replace leather, plastic and even some
building materials. Even that simple change would go
a long way towards securing our future because, let’s
face facts, humans are wasteful and will continue to
be so in the future. So we need to get ahead of that
problem and design our luxury products with the
mindset that they will likely be cast aside as soon as
they’re unwanted. Plastic is still found in the
digestive tract of many, many animals (primarily
aquatic and avian because they don’t taste food as we
do). And this poisons the entire food chain of many
environments.
We also need to prepare for the inevitable end of
resources like crude oil, which, during the time of
this interview, is believed to be depleted completely
within my lifetime.
11. Jacobsen: What needs to happen in regards to
redistribution resources and international
responsibility, or not?
Sepulveda (Brown): I wish I knew. Answering that
question would require a level of expertise I haven’t
reached in several subjects and I’m not the type to try
to turn hollow words into a facsimile of something
that sounds good.
12. Jacobsen: If we meet an alien species, how will
Mecca travellers or the Vatican react, likely?
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Sepulveda (Brown): Likely, there would be a state
of denial that would last for a period relative to each
individual’s level of fanaticism and access to
information on current events while others attempt to
incorporate the news into their existing belief system.
13. Jacobsen: How can we inculcate a culture of
care for better empathy amongst more people in
society?
Sepulveda (Brown): Firstly, we need to talk to each
other more often. And not just the people we like and
agree with, but as many people as we can. We need
to challenge and humble ourselves and realize that no
ones all that different from anyone else. All too often,
people will completely write off other contrasting
views and either ignore them completely or insulting
them into nonexistence. Both are unhealthy responses
and need to be rectified for everyone’s benefit.
14. Jacobsen: Religion tends to be based on
revelation, theology (ad-hoc rationalization and
textual analysis), and personal experience, and
authority. What could make
religions more rational if they aren’t going
anywhere based on some evolved bug in the
wetware of human beings?
Sepulveda (Brown): Many of the revelations
referred to by religious people or texts have to be
taken on faith, trusting the words of others without
any real evidence or reason. This level of naive
silliness should be avoided, in my opinion. Instead,
we should focus on the details we can all see and
appreciate and compare them with the overwhelming
ignorance we all have of the nature of reality.

18. Jacobsen: What do you make of 1984-ish
attempts to rewrite history on the part of religious
extremists with a conservative orientation and
extremist social activists with a liberal perspective
with one declaring God as the author of the
greatest [fill-in-the-blank nation] and the other
declaring the pervasive phobia of all forms
making the leastest [fill-in-the-blank country]?
Sepulveda (Brown): Any such attempt is an act of
unbridled immaturity. We need to accept every
situation as it is, not as how we want it to be.
19. Jacobsen: What are some signs of some
cultures decaying in rejection of historical
monuments of the senses called art?
Sepulveda (Brown): What many call ‘culture’ is
simply a shared belief and, often, aesthetic.
Individual pieces of art hold little value to the whole,
but the common features they share form the
foundation for cultural identity. Now that we’ve
reached a point of global connectivity, the exotic
edges of our global experiences are being worn down
and it seems that we’re all beginning to stagnate. And
given the incredible frequency with which virtual
experiences occur, even the most breathtaking works
of art have lost their memorability.

Sepulveda (Brown): The Southern Lights are farther
away.

I used to perform volunteer services for an art gallery
featuring a man named Bill Walcott who can take oils
and, with a level of patience I will never have, with
the skill and technique of a true artisan, slowly coat
the surface of a canvas with the perfect application of
paint to make it indistinguishable from a photograph.
And yet, no one cares. Such things have become
commonplace to the point that they hold no value for
the average person. I cannot tell you how many times
I’ve seen people walk by his works without even
the slightest pause or consideration. Which is a
genuine tragedy in my eyes. A link to his work is
provided below. But before you or anyone reading
checks it out, please take the time to reflect on the
value of art, how important it is to you and how
important it should be. It’ll only take a moment and I
promise you won’t regret
it. https://www.collectivevisions.com/bill-walcott

17. Jacobsen: Do you mean that you dance Tango?

Appendix I: Footnotes

15. Jacobsen: What happened on week 10?
Sepulveda (Brown): My eyes regained focus,
metaphorically speaking. And the pleasant visions I’d
been fantasizing of pursuing with my potentially
more distant future were obstructed by an ugly
present that refused to be ignored.
16. Jacobsen: Why the Northern Lights?

Sepulveda (Brown): No, Tango is the nickname I
gave my best friend when we were working together.
And to answer your next question – no, at the time of
this interview we have never danced together.
Though I look forward to the day I have the
opportunity.

[1] Member, World Genius Directory.
[2] Individual Publication Date: July 8,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/sepulvedathree; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.

1 SEPTEMBER 2020 | ISSU 23 | IN-SIGHT | 331
© 2012-2020 In-Sight Publishing. All rights reserved.

ISSN 2369-6885

An Interview with Christian Sorensen
on Forms of Logic and the Gods
(Part Eight)

Interviewer: Scott Douglas Jacobsen
Numbering: Issue 23.A, Idea: Outliers & Outsiders (Part Nineteen)
Place of Publication: Langley, British Columbia, Canada
Title: In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal
Web Domain: http://www.in-sightjournal.com
Individual Publication Date: July 8, 2020
Issue Publication Date: September 1, 2020
Name of Publisher: In-Sight Publishing
Frequency: Three Times Per Year
Words: 4,738
ISSN 2369-6885
Abstract
Christian is a Philosopher that comes from Belgium. What identifies him the most and above all is simplicity,
for everything is better with “vanilla flavour.” Perhaps, for this reason, his intellectual passion is criticism
and irony, in the sense of trying to reveal what “hides behind the mask,” and give birth to the true. For him,
ignorance and knowledge never “cross paths.” What he likes the most in his leisure time, is to go for a walk
with his wife. He discusses: real; unreal; a proof; an evidence; distinguishing between moral, natural, and
metaphysical philosophy; ideal reality; is the universe intelligible; the intelligibility of the universe an
argument for or against a god; Socrates considered the wisest man; many great thinkers convicted,
persecuted, or killed; Giordano Bruno killed; the Golden Age of Islam with the Caliphate decline and fall;
Constantine; Christ’s message; the transcendental image of various religious figures; the scientific method;
philosophy; Indian philosophy; East Asian philosophy; Indigenous American philosophy; Middle Eastern
philosophy; Western philosophy; African philosophy; history of philosophical ideas; classical logic; syllogistic
logic; modal logic; predicate logic; propositional logic; dialectic; formal reasoning and informal reasoning;
mathematical logic; philosophical logic and computational logic; a non-computational logic; non-classical
logics; the human mind; abductive/retroductive logic; a metaphorical inference and a literal inference; the
mind; the profoundly intelligent; a logic; fundamentally impossible; fundamentally possible; the limits on the
possible; love; what gods are not possible, are impossible; some basic categories of the possible; the metrics of
plausibility of a god; the qualities of the categories of the possible and the plausible; interrelationships of the
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categories; some examples of the various categories stretched to their utmost limit; delimit the possible gods
to the most plausible gods on offer in the religions of the world; the most plausible proposed by these
scientists, philosophers, painters, composers, and the like; and top five gods.
Keywords: Christian Sorensen, gods, logics, metaphysics, philosophy.
An Interview with Christian Sorensen on Forms of Logic and the Gods (Part Eight)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: What is real?
Christian Sorenson: Everything “that is being,” that
is to say, everything “that has existence.”
2. Jacobsen: What is unreal?
Sorensen: Everything that “has no” possibility “to
become,” or that does “not yet exist.”
3. Jacobsen: What is a proof?
Sorensen: It is the “obligation” that a certain “thing,”
has to provide “sufficient justification,” with respect
to “itself.”
4. Jacobsen: What is an evidence?
Sorensen: It is the “content” of a “knowledge,” of
which it is possible to affirm with “certainty” of its
“validity,” since it is “indisputably” manifested, and
therefore does not admit “further discussion.”
5. Jacobsen: Why the distinguishing between
moral, natural, and metaphysical philosophy?
Sorensen: Because they are “degrees” of increasing
“levels and dimensions,” within the philosophy, in
this way the “moral” refers to the “assessment” of
behaviors anthropologically speaking, which is a part
of “nature,” and “metaphysics” in turn, is a
“remaining distinction,” and therefore refers to
everything that’s “extra-natural.”
6. Jacobsen: If we have an ideal reality, and if we
derive from the ideal reality as some delimit, we
have individual purposes if we self-actualize to
some degree. Real and non-survival-based
purposes intelligible and important to the
individual. We can reverse the logic of this: From
the individual derived from the ideal reality who
has an individual purpose as a reflection of this
more absolute reality, the reflection, the reflected
individual as such, should imply the idea of agency
or purpose reflected, in part as it is partial in the
individual reflection, in the ideal reality. Does this
ideal reality have a purpose? If so, how? If not,
why not? What is the trajectory or directionality
of the purpose of the ideal reality’s reflections,
where the ideal reality exists a-temporally and,
thus, has a purpose insofar as it would have a
crystallized, dare I say eternal and unchanging,
purpose?

Sorensen: There is “no continuity” between “ideal
reality” and “individual reality,” since they are
realities that belong to two completely “different
dimensions,” and therefore it is “not possible” to
refer to them, in a “comparative” and “analogical”
manner, nor even in a “participatory” way. “Purpose”
is the “outcome” of an “intellectual operation” that
“is a reflection,” and which in turn is “a property” of
temporal, material, and individual reality. The “ideal
reality,” does not have “this property,” as well as it
“does not have any other,” since all the properties,
operations and possible results derived from it, are
circumscribed in the “dimension of having,” which it
is in itself “an imperfection,” and because “this
reality” is supposedly “perfect,” then strictly
speaking “it does have nothing.” Furthermore,
“reflection” and therefore the “purpose” derived from
it, “are secondarily” an imperfection in an
“intellectual” sense, due to the fact that they are what
I will name as “of procedural” nature, for supposing a
“process of thought” or “reasoning.” In consequence,
regarding the “ideal reality,” it can be affirmed that it
is what I will denominate as “pure intelligence,”
which ultimately means that it is “not actualisable,”
since the “movement” is not present within it.
7. Jacobsen: Why is the universe intelligible?
Sorensen: Because “intelligence” is “universal.”
8. Jacobsen: Is the intelligibility of the universe an
argument for or against a god?
Sorensen: Sometimes I feel that “god is absurd,” so
in that sense it would not be an argument in favor of
a god.
9. Jacobsen: Why was Socrates considered the
wisest man?
Sorensen: Since “Socrates” accomplished to
“distinguish” and “separate” the “knowledge” from
“truth,” in the sense of attributing “a content” to the
first, and placing the second as “an ideal” of the
being, at the same time that was able “to relativize”
the concept of “certainty.”
10. Jacobsen: Why are many great thinkers
convicted, persecuted, or killed?
Sorensen: Because the “great thinkers,” when
denouncing the “error disguised as truth,” are seen
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“as sub-versives” since they “sub-vert” the order in
the states of things, because “a change” is demanded
regarding it, and this causes that “control
mechanisms” lose their effectiveness, and therefore
the “growth of autonomy” as an outcome, is seen as
something “chaotic and bad.”
11. Jacobsen: Why was Giordano Bruno killed?
Sorensen: “Giordano Bruno,” was accused of
“heresy,” by the “Catholic Inquisition,” and
sentenced to death. He proposed a “cosmological
theory,” which sustains that “the universe,” would be
made up of an “infinite number of worlds,” and
“theologically” proposed a particular form of
“pantheism.”
12. Jacobsen: Why did the Golden Age of Islam
with the Caliphate decline and fall?
Sorensen: The “Golden Age” of Islam or “Islamic
Rebirth,” declined after the “Mongolian invasion”
devastated the “Arab world” to such an extent, that
“Arab science” could never regain its “former
splendor.”
13. Jacobsen: Why did Constantine co-opt
Christian for imperial and oppressor-dominator
purposes?
Sorensen: Constantine used them to “gain political
support,” especially in the “eastern territories,” where
he aspired to become emperor of the east and also
because he desired to reunify the empire.
14. Jacobsen: How has Christ’s message been
diluted over time, even by the most gentle and
well-meaning of ordinary, hardworking, and
decent people?
Sorensen: The original message “of Christ,” was
“revolutionary and idealistic,” because it was
addressed to “the poor,” and since it aimed “to
correct” the defects of the “Jewish religion,”
especially in the sense of making it more “inclusive
or universal,” and “libertarian.” However, over time,
it has been “bad used” as an “exchange currency,”
that is at the service of the “political and economic”
powers, “to exploit” the poorest and the spiritually
underprivileged.
15. Jacobsen: What is a human being?
Sorensen: It is a “rational substance” in a “material
body.”
16. Jacobsen: How does this definition differ from
the transcendental image of various religious
figures?

Sorensen: In the sense that it “has not” been
“created” by anyone, and “even less” has some kind
of “divine breath.”
17. Jacobsen: How has the scientific method
evolved over time and come out of the
philosophical traditions as an extant branch of
philosophy? That is, Newton, Witten, and Einstein
all did/do a form of philosophy.
Sorensen: Rather I believe, that the “scientific
method,” is a “branch of another trunk,” therefore I
do not think that it has evolved from philosophy. The
fact that there is an “historical contingency” between
the appearance of the particular sciences, their
method and philosophy, “does not” necessarily
implies, that there is a “gnoseological” unity and
evolution between them. Similarly, the “kind of
philosophy” that these scientists and others have
attempted to do, “is quite poor” with respect to their
“epistemological foundations.”
18. Jacobsen: When should individuals be
skeptical of the claims in philosophy now? Things
simply untenable within the philosophical canon –
once respectful, now scorned.
Sorensen: The fact of sustaining, that what
“philosophy” previously said about “science,” was
“respected” before, but “no longer,” and to maintain
that what it can now says, is “unacceptable,” implies
a “significant problem,” since this shows a “mental
confusion,” because “two things” are taken as if they
were “identical,” when actually they “are different,”
and also exhibits “a pre-judice” due to “doctoral
ignorance” or in same cases because of “resounding
ignorance.” Therefore, it must be noticed, that
“empirical” or “particular science” is completely
different from “philosophical science” regarding its
nature, method, and results. On the other hand, there
is an “epistemological” area, that since it is common
to both types “of sciences,” consequently allows
“philosophy,” to pronounce on current “science.”
Nevertheless, the same can not be said, in relation to
the “methodological or empirical” assessment of
scientific knowledge, since if in this area
“philosophy” were to pronounce in some sense, it
would be regardless of any context, something
“unacceptable.”
19. Jacobsen: What defines Indian philosophy?
Sorensen: Known also as “darsan philosophy,”
represents “an integration” of “philosophical
traditions” and “religious doctrines,” typical of that
region which includes concepts such as dharma,
karma and samsara.
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20. Jacobsen: What defines East Asian
philosophy?
Sorensen: It is a “philosophy,” that starts from a
“religious assumption,” which considers that all
“natural phenomena” are a response to the “sins
committed” by the “human being.” It “integrates
three orientations”: that of Lao Tse, Confucius and
Buddhism, which respectively emphasize virtue and
harmony with the universe, the relationships between
human beings, and self-knowledge regarding one’s
own and internal god.
21. Jacobsen: What defines Indigenous American
philosophy? Bill Sidis focused a lot on the Native
Americans. In fact, he had some important
insights and ideas developed from them.
Sorensen: It is a “philosophy,” that “symbolically”
represents “reality,” through all its “expressions,” its
“wisdom” and the way it “interacts” with nature.
Within it, there are “two principles,” that interact
with each other: that of “reciprocity,” and that of
“know to be.” The first, refers to the “fact of giving,”
as a form of respect, and in the same magnitude, as
“mother earth” gives them, while the second, is
related to the fact of “not feeling nature has owners,”
and to learn to live as “being part of nature,”
therefore the latter is what allows in practice, to carry
out the first one of them.
22. Jacobsen: What defines Middle Eastern
philosophy?
Sorensen: In my opinion, what defines it, is the
“secret path” of “Kabbalah” knowledge.
23. Jacobsen: What defines Western philosophy?
Sorensen: What defines it, is the “love of wisdom,”
through the “path of reason,” using as a means the
“capacity for amazement,” and by pursuing the
“useless” as an end.
24. Jacobsen: What defines African philosophy?
Sorensen: It is an “ethno-philosophy,” that is
represented by “critical thoughts” about the “reality
experiences,” which various African peoples have
developed, as a “specific cultural” expression, and
that presumably as such, cannot be “applicable and
accessible,” to all the peoples and cultures of the
world.
25. Jacobsen: How do men’s history of
philosophical ideas differ from women’s history of
philosophical ideas?
Sorensen: As 1 and 0 respectively.
26. Jacobsen: What is classical logic?

Sorensen: It is also known as “standard logic,” and it
can be said of it, that is a “formal system,” that
respects “the principles” of non-contradiction,
excluded third party, explosion and monotonicity of
the implication.
27. Jacobsen: What is syllogistic logic?
Sorensen: It is a form of “inductive and deductive”
reasoning,” consisting of “two propositions” as
premises, and a “conclusion,” being the latter a
necessarily deductive inference from the other two.
28. Jacobsen: What is modal logic?
Sorensen: It is a “formal system,” that tries to
capture the “deductive behavior” of a group of
“modal operators,” which in turn are “expressions”
that qualify the truth of the judgments.
29. Jacobsen: What is predicate logic?
Sorensen: It is a “formal system,” designed to
analyze “inference” in first-order languages, that in
turn are “formal languages,” and which have a
superior “expressive power,” than that of
propositional logic.
30. Jacobsen: What is propositional logic?
Sorensen: Also known as “zero order logic,” is a
“formal system,” represented by “simple elements”
denominated “propositions,” and by “logical
constants” named “logical connectives,” that allow to
“represent operations” regarding the formers, and to
perform “inferences,” in order to determine their
semantic truth or falsity.
31. Jacobsen: What is dialectic? Would this differ
much from a trialectic, or a quadralectic?
Sorensen: I would define it as a type of logic, that
“opposes two contradictory” terms, in order to extract
a “synthesis” of both, that later becomes a “first
term,” in response to which an other opposite term
emerges again, and so on. I think that regarding a
“trialectic or quadralectic,” it differs “profoundly,”
since although these last do not exist, if I could
imagine them, they would be similar to entering into
another “logical dimension,” where necessarily and
because of “their constellations,” it should be
necessary “to abolish” all the existing “logical
principles,” and propose other alternatives, which at
least until now, has not been achieved by nobody.
32. Jacobsen: What is formal reasoning? What is
informal reasoning?
Sorensen: “Formal reasoning,” is one that seeks to
“solve problems,” and “draw conclusions,” by
establishing the “necessary logical and causal”
connections between the facts. “Informal reasoning,”
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differs from the previous, since tries “to overcome”
the limitations of it, when pretending to take into
account linguistic, contextual, pragmatic and
epistemic factors, in order to arrive to inference
argumentations” or to “decision-makings.”
33. Jacobsen: What is mathematical logic?
Sorensen: It consists of a “formal and symbolic”
study of logic, and of “its application,” regarding
some areas of mathematics and science.
34. Jacobsen: How do these differ from
philosophical logic and computational logic?
Sorensen: “Philosophical logic” differs from these,
because it is capable “of developing” extensions and
alternatives, to traditional logic, as is the case that
regards “non-classical” logic. In the case of
“computational logic,” it is actually the same
“mathematical logic” applied in the context of
computational science.
35. Jacobsen: Is there such a thing as a noncomputational logic?

mind,” regarding a “material” sense, and in relation
to its “cognitive processes.”
38. Jacobsen: What is abductive/retroductive
logic?
Sorensen: It is a form of “reasoning,” that from “the
description” of a fact or a phenomenon, tries to arrive
to an “hypothesis,” which pretends to explain “its
reasons,” by means of “the premises” obtained.
39. Jacobsen: What is a metaphorical inference?
What is a literal inference?
Sorensen: Respectively, is “to deduce” a concept or
reality, “different” from the original concept or
reality, but maintaining a “relationship or similarity”
with it. Is “to deduce” a concept or reality, with
“identical” signification or meaning, regarding “the
original” concept and reality.
40. Jacobsen: What makes the mind material and
non-material in some sense?
Sorensen: The fact of being “human beings.”

36. Jacobsen: What are non-classical logics?

41. Jacobsen: What makes the profoundly
intelligent more likely to incorporate an intuitive
grasp of more of these logics in simultaneity than
the others?

Sorensen: It is an “alternative logic” and a “formal
system,” that aims to “differ significantly” from
classical logic, by introducing extensions, deviations
and variations of the last.

Sorensen: Due to the fact that “their brains,”
compared to the rest, “neuro-anatomically,” exhibit a
much broader and more complex “synaptic
arborization.”

37. Jacobsen: If we take some of these ideas,
people behind them, schools of thoughts, and the
various derivations therefrom, then we come to
some interesting tentative conclusions within the
empirical evidence from the cognitive
neurosciences and from individual experience of
the various schools of logic practiced by their
respective logicians. We can see the general
architecture, operations, and outputs of the
human brain in the human organism. We know
individual logicians can conduct all these forms of
logic in terms of the formal and informal
operations. If we see this structure, and if we see
these individuals performing all different manner
of operations, then we can see the generalized
functionality of the human mind in spite of
caloric, computational, speed, memory, and
comprehensive factorial limitations. The question:
Why is the human mind so general, so profound,
while so flawed and so obviously crummy?

42. Jacobsen: How does a logic tolerate
inconsistency and apparent impossibility?

Sorensen: I think it is possible, but out of the context
of a “binary logic.”

Sorensen: Because this, is what ultimately allows
“diversity,” and the implementation of “a
comparative” criterion within it, which in turn
enables the “structural and structuring” mobility “of

Sorensen: In my opinion, by “tolerating ambiguity,”
and “refraining” from passing “judgments,” until the
inconsistency and apparent impossibility “are
dissipated.”
43. Jacobsen: What is fundamentally impossible?
Sorensen: To “resurrect” or “revive.”
44. Jacobsen: What is fundamentally possible?
Sorensen: Everything that is “metaphysically”
admissible.
45. Jacobsen: What are the limits on the possible?
Sorensen: Those who are imposed by “existence.”
46. Jacobsen: Is love logical?
Sorensen: Yes, as long as “the couple” has “artificial
intelligence.”
47. Jacobsen: Speaking of the real and unreal,
proofs and evidences, etc., William Paley wrote
the 1802 book arguing for a god of Christianity as
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one evidenced by the natural world for ‘proof’ of
a designing intelligence, a watchmaker, of the
world. The book was entitled Natural Theology or
Evidences of the Existence and Attributes of the
Deity. “Evidences” and “Attributes” of a “Deity,”
his god likely intervened in the world, so Theity
would have been better. Anyhow! He looked at the
evidence of observation of the natural world
without much in the manner of formal
experimentation and then reasoned from human
design of objects to divine design of living things.
Then this was a way to look at attributes of the
“Deity.” In modern North American culture,
there is a common notion, “God is Love,” or,
“Love is God.” It’s an inane colloquialism without
much content other than an American hípster
talking about feeling “good vibes.” “God is love”
is “good vibes” without the illicit substances
involved in the sub-culture. Popular debaters with
relevant qualifications in philosophy and theology,
e.g., William Lane Craig, lay out a consistent and
steady stream of variations on five themes of
arguments for God: the cosmological argument,
the kalam cosmological argument, the moral
argument, the teleological argument, and the
ontological argument. These either assume certain
traits of the Christian God and then move to
provide reasons for asserted characteristics of the
god, argue for an impersonal god and then to a
personal god for the reasonable faith of the
Christian in the Christian God, or simply rely on
personal thinking or personal experience
(religious experience, e.g., “Witness of the Holy
Spirit in my life”) to be sufficient, to the Craigs of
the popular and public intellectual world, proof or
evidence of God or enough to close the gap to
make a “Reasonable Faith.” Personally, none of
these seem, at root, particularly powerful or
compelling arguments – though, maybe, intriguing
and provocative proposals – in getting to the
philosophical bedrock of the situation. There was
a recent cultural counter response, too, as seen in
largely 18-35-year-old White men, European
heritage men, or Caucasian men. Much of this
“New Atheism” arose in the midst of the last 15
years or so, as a branch of atheism, or a flavour of
atheism, with Militant Atheism and Firebrand
Atheism as its two heads, where Professor Daniel
Dennett, Dr. Sam Harris, Dr. Richard Dawkins,
and the late Christopher Hitchens were the main
figureheads with others including David
Silverman, Ayaan Hirsi Ali, the late Professor
Victor J. Stenger, Jerry Coyne, and P.Z. Myers.
Most freethought community members do not
identify with Firebrand Atheism, Militant
Atheism, or New Atheism to be clear. It rose in the

2000s and fell in the 2010s with an assumption of
many religious people as idiots; all the while,
many highly intelligent religious believers exist
and work, debate, and research in the world if
they bothered to look and engage more seriously,
substantively, and directly, with them or, at least,
with their work. However, I do not see much in
the way of first principles thinking about a god,
whether possible or plausible. Let’s explore some
of this a bit, to take a Devil’s ‘advocate’ view – so
to oppositionally speak, the possible gods and the
plausible gods on offer in the world of hypothesis.
To get these out of the way, and sorry if there is
some indirect overlap with prior interviews here,
what gods are not possible, are impossible, as a
natural result of scientific developments or as a
product of a priori considerations?
Sorensen: If anyone were “to wonder” what is “the
most” perfect, infinite, eternal and self-subsisting
idea that “could be imagined,” it would be difficult
“to answer,” something other than the “idea of god.”
In this sense, it could at least be affirmed that “the
greatest idea imaginable” by anyone, is the one “of
god,” and therefore in turn, it may be determined that
“god exists,” at least as “an idea within anyone’s
mind.” Something very different, would be beyond
“an emotional need,” to supposed that god’s
ontological existence is “rationally demonstrable.”
Following this reasoning, it may be said, that until
now, “all the arguments” regarding this purpose,
from the most logically and simple, till the more
sophisticated metaphysically and scientifically
speaking ones, have been “an absolute failure,” since
in their whole, “are attached” to “an argumentative
fallacy denominator,” due to the fact of being
“invariable tautological explanations,” where “what
is explained,” is identical to “what is trying to be
explained.” So far, this “type of knowledge,” would
“not be accessible,” if it were not only by “way of
faith,” and for this reason, would necessarily exist “a
dichotomy,” that forces regardless of whether it’s
considered a “valid path or not,” in assuming it as an
“irrational option” or as a “supra-rational”
alternative, which is not more than “a neologism,”
since in strict order, the latter “lacks absolutely of
any significance.” From my point of view, I think
that god’s ontological existence, is “a legitimate
problem,” because the “admissibility” of “a
response” would be possible, as long as the concept
of “mathematical infinity,” is developed and is
complemented with that of “metaphysical time and
present.”
48. Jacobsen: What would you consider some
basic categories of the possible when thinking of a
god?
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Sorensen: Those of “infinity” and “eternity.”
49. Jacobsen: The plausible sits atop the possible
apart, on the other side of the partition of the,
implausible, once the impossible is dealt with
there. We will be dealing only with the implausible
here only insofar as this is implied via the
plausibility of a god. What would be some of the
metrics of plausibility of a god?
Sorensen: In my opinion, the only “plausibility
metric” of god is that of “causality,” which “in itself”
seems to me, to be “poor and weak,” as a metric “of
anything,” while I believe that “any other metric” on
the plausibility of god, would “also be so.” In this
sense, I think that the “only criterion” to examine
“god’s plausibility,” should be that “of negation,”
through what god “does not has” and “does not is.”
50. Jacobsen: What differentiates the qualities of
the categories of the possible and the plausible
here in regards to the considerations of the gods?
Sorensen: If “any quality” in order “to exist,”
necessarily must do it “while being in something,”
since “by itself” it wouldn’t be possible, and at the
same time I affirm of god, a “category” which is that
of “negation,” because its “having is nothing,” then it
could be assumed regarding “their differentiations,”
that “no-quality” may be as such and under no
possible aspect “participable.”
51. Jacobsen: Following from the previous
question, what inter-relates the categories?
Sorensen: “Ontologically” speaking, there would “be
nothing” that “inter-relates” these categories, since
they are not “distinguishable” nor “delimitable”
Nevertheless, from “a logical” perspective, the “selfsubsistence” as a “background” could be able to do
so, at the same time that through a sort “of game,” in
which they are simultaneously “shown and hidden,”
allows them to “stand out” as “figures,” as they get
lost within the “self-subsistence.
52. Jacobsen: If we stretch the possibilities of the
categories of the possible gods, to make this more

conceptually colorful, what would be some
examples of the various categories stretched to
their utmost limit with some representative gods?
Sorensen: Besides “infinity and eternity,” and no
longer “as qualities,” but as “self-subsisting”
properties in themselves, I consider they would be the
categories of goodness, justice, parenthood,
substance and reason.
53. Jacobsen: If we delimit the possible gods to the
most plausible gods on offer in the religions of the
world, what ones seem the most plausible?
Sorensen: Adonai.
54. Jacobsen: If we delimit the possible gods to the
most plausible gods as proposed in various forms
by the thousand or so greatest minds in the history
of humanity, what ones seem the most plausible
proposed by these scientists, philosophers,
painters, composers, and the like? Of course,
there will be some overlap between the set of
religious gods and the religious historical
geniuses’ gods. The third set would be simply an
individuated historical genius’s god.
Sorensen: If I could “integrate,” all the forms of god,
proposed outside of religion in a single sentence, I
would define it as a “universal intellectual
substance.”
55. Jacobsen: To you, if a god exists, let’s take top
five gods, what ones seem the most plausible to
you?
Sorensen: As a “universal reason,” as “Sefirots” and
the tree of life, a “watch-maker” god, a “totemic”
figure, and the “demiurge.”
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Independent Philosopher.
[2] Individual Publication Date: July 8,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/sorenseneight; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: What is the personal
and educational story as a gifted person and
actualizing some of the talents?
ByungHyun Jeremy Ban: Thanks for giving me a
chance to recall my old memories. When I was very
young, I already know that I could learn anything
quite easier than others.
Korean education system is a competition among all
high school students around the nation. My percentile
score was around 99.97% so I finally realized my
intelligence level at my age 15, quite objectively. I
tried my best to develop my ability. I read a lot of
books to acquire other people’s experiences and their
lessons.
At 17, I entered Gyeongsangbuk-do Science Gifted
Education Center with highest score, to learn
university-level science education. Those experiences
widened my sights. I skipped the last grade
curriculum of highschool to enter KAIST, Korea
Advanced Institute of Science and Technology. I got
both bachelor’s and master’s degree at KAIST.
I had a lot of experiences related to my talents. Well,
I want to summarize my stories in one sentence.
“Absorb as many lessons as possible. Always keep
your mind developing.”
2. Jacobsen: How did you become involved in the
high-IQ community, whether tests or social
associations with other bright people?
Ban: I just sent a copy of my IQ Test Certificate with
payment via Paypal. That’s all I needed to be a
member of high-IQ community.
3. Jacobsen: What do you consider some of the
positives and negatives of becoming a part of the
high-IQ communities and finding like-gifted
people?

Ban: It has one positive thing. High-IQ communities
provide certificates of membership, which looks very
cool. I could not find any other positive things. Some
societies are just puzzle clubs. If someone is looking
for a real network of gifted people, I recommend
entering Mensa or Intertel. They holds offline
conferences and publishes journals.
4. Jacobsen: What intelligence tests and societies,
mainstream and alternative, seem the most
reliable to you?
Ban: Actually, I trust Korean SAT (College
Scholastic Ability Test) and its mock exam. Their
scores are highly standardized among 600,000
candidates. Also I trust WAIS and WISC most. I
don’t trust any other IQ tests.
Also I think some High-IQ societies which require
statistically meaningless scores are not reliable.
5. Jacobsen: What do you hope the high-IQ
communities accomplish as they move into the
future?
Ban: I hope High-IQ communities provide some
intellectual contributions to the world. For example, I
hope the societies to publish an open-access scientific
journal which is indexed as SCIE or SCOPUS, and
discount the publication fee for community members.
This is the most simple way to collect geniuses and
contribute intellectual works. PeerJ Group has a
similar model. They request the membership fee to
the authors. Once become a member of PeerJ group,
it’s free to publish additional works without
publication fee.
Jacobsen: Thank you for the opportunity and
your time, ByungHyun.
Ban: Thanks you too. It was quite interesting.
Appendix I: Footnotes
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Member, ISI- Society; Member, League of Perfect
Scorers (Silver).

[2] Individual Publication Date: July 15,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/ban; Full
Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Okay, so, we’ve covered
some of the more foundational concepts for
philosophy setting forth some of the foundations
for the ideas in a lot of other fields of interest and
research, etc. I want to focus more on paradox
here. Are there others forms of -dox given a
different prefix than para- providing a novel or, at
least intriguing notion of the logically surface
inexplicable or apparently nonsensical while
containing some deeper truth about the nature of
reality? Christian, you focused on “deep meaning
and the effect it causes are logical”; Erik, you
honed in on the ‘perceptually
unexplained…logical self-contradiction’ that
invites further critical examination. Also on this
idea of paradox, is this a unified sense of inviting
further critical examination to come to the deeper
logical consistency and meaning?
Christian Sorensen: On purpose of the idea of
paradox, I think that within syllogistically thinking,
although it is possible to make a distinction between
logical validity and truth, an imprecision regarding
the latter, appears evidently when it’s understood as
an indicator of internal consistency,
within propositional reasoning. In turn, if the truth is
associated to the consistence of its meaning, then I
will conclude that what occurs, is what I am going to
denominate as a linguistic break. Meaning in relation
to reasoning, in my opinion, necessarily refers to the
language and to its structure, and therefore, to an
intrinsic and invariable fact, which I will name as the
barrier of meaning, since internally splits the
symbolic character of language, by not allowing the
existence of any communication within the symbol as
such, nor between the symbols among them, when
they make up a linguistic chain. Consequently along
the reasoning process, if it is not possible strictly
speaking, to find out any sort of unity of meaning,
which necessarily leads to a degree of inconsistency,
then it would not be plausible to relate logic with
truth, in no sense and regardless of the matter of
the judgment.
Erik Haereid: Orthodox, maybe, in the sense that
one is a true believer (It’s not novel, though).
Paradoxes are true beyond its rational discrepancy.
It’s based on intuition, feelings, multiple meanings,
semantics. One could maybe say that an orthodox is
sure about what he or she believes in, although the
belief is irrational; not yet proven rationally. God
may exist, but the only way to know is through
irrational channels, like emotional divine
experiences. So, rationally we don’t know. Maybe
God exists. Irrationally many knows that God exists.

You could replace “God” by any unproved
phenomena.
To your other question: This must be linked to our
continuous search for truth, i.e. the search for a
logical reality. This is our mind map. We project
sensory experiences and categorize it based on
different patterns and our reason, and all this reveals
itself as what we know as “thoughts”. But the mind is
only a projection; our map of reality. Our goal is to
improve this map, as in an eternal and continuous
process. This process will never end as a mind map,
and this is my assumption, because it will never be
able to contain the power of definition; what started
it all. Since the mind map is rational per se, it will
not be able to imagine an irrational beginning (for
example, that we do not grasp black holes in the
Universe; it literally becomes a mental black hole).
And since the beginning is necessarily irrational (my
assumption), we will never be able to understand
everything in the sense that we can imagine it. A
possible and logical explanation for an imaginary
end is thus that our (common, collective)
consciousness culminates towards zero as we
approach a rational explanation of everything; to
understand everything is the same as to understand
nothing. Sense is thus only a journey, a tool, as part
of a wider and different sense; beyond. The more we
understand the less we need to be conscious, since
consciousness is an aid to understand and not a goal
in itself (my premise). What is then the point with
human rationality? We don’t know. It’s inside the
black hole; the well of irrationality including
unrevealed rationality. Evolving is a drive, and
paradoxes are among the motivating phenomena.
In this sense, we cannot understand everything until
we understand nothing. And this is in itself a
paradox.
In this light, we can regard paradoxes as small hints
about our common final outcome, and thus about
what we are able to understand and not; a kind of
“god’s” hints. And perhaps this is the answer, and so
that the exploration of paradoxes must be about the
boundary cases between the rational and the
irrational, on the boundary between before and just
after the beginning, and before and just after the end.
We will never be able to understand paradoxes as
anything else than just this, and thus they create a
profound respect, not for what we do not know, but
for what we can never know.
Jacobsen: On the possible and the impossible, in a
binary or Aristotelian system of thinking, the idea
of that which can exist and that which cannot exist
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become the only two states, while in more
pluralistic logics the gradations of existence mean
degrees of certainty in terms of existence with
existence and non-existence or the possible and the
impossible as degrees of the possible and degrees
of the impossible or an interpretive sense, i.e., the
possible or the impossible in particular contexts or
interpretations of the status of the possible and
impossible. What form of thinking – binary or
multinary – seems to best reflect the nature of the
real world?
Sorensen: I think that the thought that best reflects
the nature of the real world, is dialectic, since in my
opinion, duality and contraposition are its best
represented properties. In this way, binary as
counterpart, in terms of being or not being, and of
possibility or impossibility, doesn’t captures the fact
which regards to the becoming of the real. In other
words, that the latest is not completely encrypted,
neither in one or the other, but rather in the
coexistence of both. Therefore when a certain thing is
being, there is something in it, that at the same time is
ceasing to be, to the extent that if the former is
occurring, due to a condition of possibility, then the
latest, will occur graces to a contrary condition, who
will prevent its being, by withdrawing part of it.
Haereid: It’s quite obvious that the multinary form of
thinking reflects the real world best. But I would say
both. Every possible way of establishing rationality
in mind is proper. We calculate degrees of certainty
all the time, all life, intuitively. Developing these
procedures into conscious rational methods, e.g.
math, statistics, is a part of being aware of these our
internal traits, and enhance them. To calculate
possibilities for events and entities are one way of
getting closer to a rational experienced truth, like in
weather forecast. The mind map is getting better. But
this does not exclude the 1/0’s; possible or not. In my
view, defining something as impossible is focusing on
what we see as possible. We are not able to
implement everything at the same time.
Jacobsen: Following from the aforementioned
question, would this make existence and nonexistence, the potential and the actual,
determinate or more indeterminate in terms of
statements one can make about them? In that, the
world would be statistical, rather than not, in
terms of the substantive statements one can make
about reality.
Sorensen: Since from my point of view, reality
would be intrinsically contradictory and
conflicted… The aforementioned could lead to an
ultimate consequence, which implies that reality in
some way and degree is respectively ungraspable and

unreal. Therefore it’s presumable that the real as
such, it’s going to be probabilistic but not statistical,
since there will always be a part, respecting to its
existence, of which in either sense, nothing could be
pronounced at all.
Haereid: Reality is what we experience it as; sense,
perceive, feel, think. Thoughts are maps, and in a
deductive and inductive approach to understand the
world rationally, it reduces the gap between thoughts
(approximations of reality) and reality using rational
tools (like statistics). But this mental creation could
be, and probably are, only a small bit of reality.
Experiencing something that fits our thought map is
not the same as revealing reality as it is. Making
qualified assumptions, based on statistics or some
other tools, is part of our inborn mental capacity. The
world we reveal in the sense of being conscious, is
statistical. The world we don’t know yet, or never will
get to know, is not statistical. If we think something
could happen, calculate a probability between 0 and
1 to measure degrees of possible occurrences, its still
just a thought; a map over reality. It could lead us to
bits of reality, but not define it. To reveal the
deterministic bits of reality, the rational part of it,
does not prove that some parts of reality is not
irrational or indeterministic. It’s like science and
falsification; you can prove rationality or rational
truth forever without knowing if there is one black
swan among all the white ones. It’s like being
imprisoned in a house without windows and never
see anything else than what’s inside that house. We
are all rational beings, and we live in that house. We
assume that there is a world outside, but no one can
tell if its rational or irrational, if its deterministic or
not.
Jacobsen: Does 1 plus 1 always equal 2? If so,
why? If not, why not?
Sorensen: No, since sometimes 1 plus 1 equals 1, if
it’s known how to count to 3.
Haereid: I stick with the arithmetic one. 1+1=2
given a set of rules and axioms; annihilation,
symmetry and the Peano axiom. It means that you
can show it mathematically using some basic
principles. For instance, 1 is 0 and one unit, defined
“one” or “1”. The next unit is 1 and another unit,
and that we define as “2” or “two”. And so on.
Through some obvious rules about how numbers
behave in an addition (annihilation and symmetry),
we gain 1+1=2.
Jacobsen: Any other options than determinism
and indeterminism?
Sorensen: Yes, pseudo-indeterminism.
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Haereid: What does it mean that everything is
predetermined? That someone / something has
decided that (my assumption). The formulas must
have a beginning. And for them to have a beginning,
they must be created by a power of definition. The
defining power is necessarily irrational; outside the
explicable and predictable. If this can be explained,
then it will always have an inexplicable start, no
matter where we start the process of understanding it
all.
If we claim that “there is no start”, no creator of it
all, then this is irrational, and thus beyond our
comprehension. For us to be able to understand it all,
there must be a start or something beyond (my
assumption). But for it to be a start, it must be a start
that we cannot fathom. Every comprehensible
beginning is always a continuation of something we
do not understand.
This explanatory model necessarily consists of both
an indeterministic start and a wholly or partly
deterministic continuation. All the things we then do
not understand can be possible to understand, i.e.
deterministic but not yet understood by us, or they
can be impossible to understand, i.e. a component of
the irrational and indeterministic beginning.
Reality in this mindset becomes a mixture of
deterministic and indeterministic as long as we
cannot understand it rationally. It is one thing to
claim that God exists, quite another to say that you
believe in God. The first is wrong because we do not
know, the second is right because you know.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Christian Sorensen is a Philosopher that comes
from Belgium. What identifies him the most and
above all is simplicity, for everything is better with
“vanilla flavour.” Perhaps, for this reason, his
intellectual passion is criticism and irony, in the sense
of trying to reveal what “hides behind the mask,” and
give birth to the true. For him, ignorance and
knowledge never “cross paths.” What he likes the
most in his leisure time, is to go for a walk with his
wife.
Erik Haereid has been a member of Mensa since
2013, and is among the top scorers on several of the
most credible IQ-tests in the unstandardized HRTenvironment. He is listed in the World Genius
Directory. He is also a member of several other high
IQ Societies.
Erik, born in 1963, grew up in Oslo, Norway, in a
middle class home at Grefsen nearby the forest, and
started early running and cross country skiing. After
finishing schools he studied mathematics, statistics

and actuarial science at the University of Oslo. One
of his first glimpses of math-skills appeared after he
got a perfect score as the only student on a five hour
math exam in high school.
He did his military duty in His Majesty The King’s
Guard (Drilltroppen)).
Impatient as he is, he couldn’t sit still and only
studying, so among many things he worked as a
freelance journalist in a small news agency. In that
period, he did some environmental volunteerism
with Norges Naturvernforbund (Norwegian
Society for the Conservation of Nature), where he
was an activist, freelance journalist and arranged
‘Sykkeldagen i Oslo’ twice (1989 and 1990) as well
as environmental issues lectures. He also wrote
some crime short stories in AMagasinet (Aftenposten (one of the main
newspapers in Norway), the same paper where he
earned his runner up (second place) in a nationwide
writing contest in 1985. He also wrote several articles
in different newspapers, magazines and so on in the
1980s and early 1990s.
He earned an M.Sc. degree in Statistics and Actuarial
Sciences in 1991, and worked as an actuary
novice/actuary from 1987 to 1995 in several
Norwegian Insurance companies. He was the
Academic Director (1998-2000) of insurance at
the BI Norwegian Business School (1998-2000),
Manager (1997-1998) of business insurance, life
insurance, and pensions and formerly Actuary (19961997) at Nordea in Oslo Area, Norway, a selfemployed Actuary Consultant (1996-1997), an
Insurance Broker (1995-1996) at Assurance Centeret,
Actuary (1991-1995) at Alfa Livsforsikring, novice
Actuary (1987-1990) at UNI Forsikring.
In 1989 he worked in a project in Dallas with a Texas
computer company for a month incorporating a
Norwegian pension product into a data system. Erik
is specialized in life insurance and pensions, both
private and business insurances. From 1991 to 1995
he was a main part of developing new life insurance
saving products adapted to bank business
(Sparebanken NOR), and he developed the
mathematics behind the premiums and premium
reserves.
He has industry experience in accounting, insurance,
and insurance as a broker. He writes in his IQblog the online newspaper Nettavisen. He has
personal interests among other things in history,
philosophy and social psychology.
In 1995, he moved to Aalborg in Denmark because
of a Danish girl he met. He worked as an insurance
broker for one year, and took advantage of this
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experience later when he developed his own
consultant company.
In Aalborg, he taught himself some programming
(Visual Basic), and developed an insurance
calculation software program which he sold to a
Norwegian Insurance Company. After moving to
Oslo with his girlfriend, he was hired as consultant
by the same company to a project that lasted one
year.
After this, he became the Manager of business
insurance in the insurance company Norske Liv. At
that time he had developed and nurtured his idea of
establishing an actuarial consulting company, and he
did this after some years on a full-time basis with his
actuarial colleague. In the beginning, the company
was small. He had to gain money, and worked for
almost two years as an Academic Director of
insurance at the BI Norwegian Business School.
Then the consultant company started to grow, and he
quitted BI and used his full time in NIA (Nordic
Insurance Administration). This was in 1998/99,
and he has been there since.
NIA provides actuarial consulting services within the
pension and life insurance area, especially towards
the business market. They was one of the leading
actuarial consulting companies in Norway through
many years when Defined Benefit Pension Plans
were on its peak and companies needed evaluations

and calculations concerning their pension schemes
and accountings. With the less complex, and cheaper,
Defined Contribution Pension Plans entering Norway
the last 10-15 years, the need of actuaries is less
concerning business pension schemes.
Erik’s book from 2011, Benektelse og Verdighet,
contains some thoughts about our superficial, often
discriminating societies, where the virtue seems to be
egocentrism without thoughts about the whole.
Empathy is lacking, and existential division into “us”
and “them” is a mental challenge with major
consequences. One of the obstacles is when people
with power – mind, scientific, money, political,
popularity – defend this kind of mind as “necessary”
and “survival of the fittest” without understanding
that such thoughts make the democracies much more
volatile and threatened. When people do not
understand the genesis of extreme violence like
school killings, suicide or sociopathy, asking “how
can this happen?” repeatedly, one can wonder how
smart man really is. The responsibility is not limited
to let’s say the parents. The responsibility is
everyone’s. The day we can survive, mentally, being
honest about our lives and existence, we will take
huge leaps into the future of mankind.
[2] Individual Publication Date: July 15,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/haereidsorensen-two; Full Issue Publication Date:
September 1, 2020: https://insightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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Abstract
Rebekah Woods is a Canadian writer, settled on the coast with her spouse and beautiful toddler who fills the
hours with challenges unequaled by the healing his life brings. Originally from Ontario, her father moved his
family near a large Message Believer’s church when she was ten months old. Her siblings include five
brothers and one sister. The struggle to sort memories on paper began in early 2012, but addiction held her
back. Clean living away from illicit drugs started November 16, 2016, and continues this present day. She
completed a memoir in February 2020. Now her goals are to publish her work, uplift others, publicly speak
and build the role of Human Rights Activist. Woods is spiritual/agnostic. You can follow her
blog www.rebekahcwoods.ca. She discusses: the earliest years; the transition to adolescence; striking or
pivotal moments; the theological points of The Message translated into family life for children, from the point
of view of a girl; a girl becomes a young adult; the transition into young adulthood; abuse; excuses for abuse;
and recommended resources on The Message.
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An Interview with Rebekah Woods on Leaving The Message of William Marrion Branham[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: For this particular
interview, I want to focus on the story, the
narrative, of difficulty, critical thought, struggle,
and eventual triumph for a new life, by you. How
were the earliest years, single digits, for you?
Rebekah Woods: My earliest memories revolved
around The Voice of God on a tape recorder. Still,
there was a time when freedom came early and
excessive. Between 3 and 5, I roamed city
neighbourhoods alone; streets lurking with shady
characters where the shop windows displayed printouts of missing children. Then at 7 years old,
something happened. We moved to a Horse Farm I
called The Middle of Nowhere. I’d soon learn it was
the only safe place.
2. Jacobsen: How did the transition to adolescence
happen within The Message?
Woods: It was the beginning of the end. Our father
told both my sister and I that we were both ugly, and
I suppose the odd glances at Sears catalogues showed
me that models who were beautiful wore make-up.
Every girl wants to pretty, and I think this is a normal
thought process. Part of me figured if I was pretty,
then someone would love me. But it was my
downfall. I was ugly one minute and Jezebel, Dog
Meat, the next. I couldn’t have love, and I couldn’t
win. Dad said he told us those things so we wouldn’t
put on airs. It’s not likely that was going to happen.
We were lonely and poor.
3. Jacobsen: Any particularly striking or pivotal
moments coming to mind about the times of rapid
physical and mental maturation during puberty?
Woods: Yes, I realized I liked boys, and dreamt
about falling in love. The Middle of Nowhere didn’t
have any noteworthy boys, besides my abusive
brothers. Some noticed me in a fitted dress. It sprung
such an unfettered emotion when my whole life I
blended into the sea of clones. One of my first
rebellious acts was to tear off my skirt while
swimming because I hated it so much.
4. Jacobsen: How are some of the theological
points of The Message translated into family life
for children, from the point of view of a girl?
Woods: As I mentioned, swimming was compromise
in a long, heavy skirt. Girls struggled in sports
activities, unlike the trousered boys. You were selfconscious about showing your shoulders, or the skin
below your collar bone, or flashing your knees.

Clothes shopping was near impossible. I needed my
father to look me over and approve, and often he
never did. On one occasion, my father was lucky
enough to receive benefits from his warehouse job
and I exited the dentist’s office, happy as could be. I
showed him the cheap, ruby red ring the receptionist
had given me. He lunged for it, threw it in the
garbage can and lectured me on the drive home. The
same happened with Christmas presents; my mother
cut up with scissors the My Little Pony’s relatives
sent in the mail. Everything was a demon. Mom
drowned my demon-possessed cat in the creek once.
5. Jacobsen: As a girl becomes a young adult,
what happens to her? What are some of the
coerced, even enforced, expectations upon her?
Woods: Yes. She must marry, with her father’s
approval. Her father’s leadership remains until she
marries and her husband takes that role. Any beauty
routine or wardrobe option may be subject to scrutiny
and if she continues, preachers will point fingers and
yell.
6. Jacobsen: How did you make the transition into
young adulthood?
Woods: Poorly, awkwardly, recklessly. I was a
sitting duck for anyone who wished to take advantage
of a clueless 18-year-old.
7. Jacobsen: With abuse, what were the forms
endured by you? How did you recover? Was there
community support for you?
Woods: I suffered physical, emotional, and sexual.
I’ve never fully recovered psychologically.
Flashbacks and nightmares have lasted til this present
day. But I am grateful for my supportive spouse, my
gorgeous son, and my therapist. Without them, I
would have successfully committed suicide or
overdosed. I’m in a better place now. My home life is
secure. I’m loved.
8. Jacobsen: What were excuses for abuse against
other women in the church?
Woods: If the Voice of God (on the tape) uttered
violent threats that aroused doubt, he was suddenly
just a man, a human, capable of mistakes. Or, that
certain somebody didn’t mean to sound or act so
harsh. Spiritual maturity happens at a different pace
for everyone. Maybe they aren’t far enough along in
their walk with the Lord. They must seek repentance
but it’s not our place to judge. The pastor himself
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wouldn’t agree with that. Those were common
dialogues amongst church members. The pastor
himself never spoke on abuse towards women and as
many on the inside know, serious issues are hushed.
9. Jacobsen: Any recommended resources on The
Message from individuals who have left or have
done the research from independent sources?
Woods: They are more than welcome to email
me rebekahcwoods@gmail.com. I can only
recommend Canadian resources: Battered Women’s,
Victim Services, etc, as I don’t have personal
experience with women’s services worldwide. There
is the Casting Pearls Project and The Bitter Belly for
emotional support. But my wish for the future is to

create many avenues for these women in their time of
need. I’m on that path right now.
10. Jacobsen: Thank you for the opportunity and
your time, Rebekah.
Woods: Thank you, Scott.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Former Member, “The Message” of William
Marrion Branham.
[2] Individual Publication Date: July 22,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/woods; Full
Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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Arturo Escorza Pedraza scored 154 (S.D.15) on WIT and is a member of the World Genius Directory. He is
an MSPE member of the International Society for Philosophical Enquiry. He discusses: community; high-IQ
societies; the International Society for Philosophical Inquiry; Mensa International; the World Genius
Directory; Paul Cooijmans; Dr. Evangelos Katsioulis; how the gifted can find community; the strengths of
the high-IQ communities; the positives and the negatives of a high-IQ society; IQ score; the purposes of highIQ societies in the early 21st century; ignorance and herd mentality; alternative intelligence tests; alternative
intelligence tests that seem the most rigorous at the highest ranges – 4 to 6 sigma; independent test makers;
Paul Cooijmans’s tests and Jason Betts’s tests; ways in which the gifted and talented can socialize and find
others with similar gifts and interests other than high-IQ societies; good signs of an extraordinarily intelligent
mind; how are the gifted and talented treated in Mexican and American societies; the ‘fittest’; North
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An Interview with Arturo Escorza Pedraza on Community, Discipline, High-IQ, and Societies (Part
Two)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Let’s talk about
community. What defines a community?
Arturo Escorza Pedraza: It’s defined by belonging
to the same social group, with the same interests or
the same problems.
2. Jacobsen: What high-IQ societies seem the most
reliable to you?
Pedraza: International Society for Philosophical
Inquiry, Mensa, the societies of the World
Intelligence Network (WIN) of Dr. Evangelos
Katsioulis, especially those that accept people in a
higher percentile, World Genius Directory, and the
societies of Paul Cooijmans seem to me most
reliable.
3. Jacobsen: What stands out about the
International Society for Philosophical Inquiry?
Pedraza: It’s the 99.9% oldest society in the world,
founded in 1974 and the third-highest IQ, after
Mensa and Intertel, and my personal favorite, the one
I recommend the most among which I’m a member
because it has many aspects that make it different
from others.
It offers the opportunity to advance and to become
officers and serve in executive or leadership positions
where they can benefit ISPE while enriching our own
experiences.
There are 8 ranks in ISPE: The first is the one that is
acquired when admitted to society, there are 6 more
that are accessible through the system of incentives
and rewards, which promotes participation in the
society, as well as personal achievements, which are
also taken into account to advance in rank.
The last rank is designated by ISPE based on
someone’s personal achievements and the
contributions to ISPE and is voted among all those
with the right to vote. This is a democratic society in
which we also vote in internal elections.
Also, It promotes the health and longevity of its
members.
Another of the most notable aspects of society is the
Telicom magazine for members, in which any
member can send material to publish, and a
professional team of editing and proofreading will
make it a reality.

I myself have had the opportunity to publish on
several occasions some of my fiction stories, and 3D
art that I create (in fact it gave me the opportunity to
design the cover of the April-June 2020 volume). If
you publish in Telicom, you can have a courtesy
printed copy sent to your house, the quality is great
and it’s my favorite magazine.
The society has a Ning group as well as a Facebook
one for members. I’ve never had to read ad hominem
attacks, the participants are highly civilized people
from many different corners of the world and from
religious and political beliefs.
4. Jacobsen: What stands out about Mensa
International?
Pedraza: It is the oldest high IQ society in the world
and although its cut-off is lower than that of ISPE, it
is the most famous, because some of the most
brilliant minds of the 20th century were counted
among its members, such as Isaac Asimov, and
Buckminster Fuller.
5. Jacobsen: What stands out about the World
Genius Directory?
Pedraza: Dr. Jason Betts tries to keep WGD free of
cheaters, scrupulously verifying the identity of those
who want to belong to the directory, and he’s actively
participating.
Another thing I like is the Genius of the Year award:
Everyone in the directory can vote for anyone whose
achievements and efforts promoting global genius
deserve to be the winner. The winner is sent the
trophy by mail to their country. Every year there are
three awards: Genius of the Year America, Asia, and
Europe.
It’s the most important yearly award given among
high IQ societies, and that other societies have
emulated. Many winners have attracted the spotlight
and the attention of international media and that has
been a turning point in their lives.
6. Jacobsen: What stands out about the societies of
Paul Cooijmans, e.g., the Giga Society, the Glia
Society, etc.?
Pedraza: Mr. Paul Cooijmans is a legend among IQ
societies. His IQ tests are also legendary, creative,
difficult. The quality of his norms is that of a very
high standard.
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7. Jacobsen: What stands out about the societies of
Dr. Evangelos Katsioulis, etc.?
Pedraza: Among the people that I admire the most is
Dr. Katsioulis. Such a brilliant mind, of a polymath,
that it only happens once in many generations. A
magnificent mind that honors his ancestors, the
Greek philosophers.
Dr. Katsioulis has made access to IQ societies
accessible to many people around the world through
online tests, with standards from renowned authors,
as well as the well-known standardized test scores.
8. Jacobsen: How can the gifted find community
in high-IQ societies?
Pedraza: People who “populate” high-intellect
societies are omnigenous, of all types, and with very
varied tastes. Science, art, history, religion, hobbies.
Many of these societies have specific interest groups.
9. Jacobsen: Do you think this speaks to one of the
strengths high-IQ communities in their variety?
So, there’s something for many different types of
people.
Pedraza: Yes and no, because variety can exist
without anything relevant in itself. But at the level of
these societies that variety is of another level. I have
always liked the phrase: “If you are the smartest in
the room, then you are in the wrong room.”
10. Jacobsen: What are the positives and the
negatives of a high-IQ society?
Pedraza: There are always two types of people, both
in high-intellect societies and elsewhere: humble,
kind, respectful people, from whom much can be
learned, and presumptuous, narcissistic, aggressive
people, from whom one can also learn a lot, but in a
different way. In my case, I hate confrontations and
bullies.

Pedraza: A high IQ is not a guarantee of logical
thinking. There are many people who make extensive
use of logical fallacies to argue.
12. Jacobsen: What seem like the purposes of
high-IQ societies in the early 21st century?
Pedraza: This era in which we live, where all the
knowledge of humanity is available to anyone with
an internet connection, even in the palm of their
hand, seems to me more obscurantist than the Middle
Ages themselves.
People no longer believe in the truth but on the basis
of who says it, regardless of whether their arguments
are valid or not, in the same way as one who doesn’t
question a holy book as a dogma of faith.
The inquisition still exists, except that before there
were some monks in a dark monastery judging you
and now there are millions of people who will make
your life impossible if your opinion is different from
theirs.
In a large number of Western countries, antiintellectualism is at its peak, and the dumbing down
of societies is advancing by leaps and bounds, the
belief in pseudo-sciences, in conspiracy theories
(and, for example, the reaction of many people
around the world before the COVID is a good
example).
Ignorance is not harmless, it’s expensive and
dangerous. In my country, medical workers, have
been lynched and ambulances and hospitals have
been destroyed because someone reads on Facebook
that the health system was the one infecting people
with COVID to steal the synovial fluid from their
knees to sell it.
It’s there that high IQ societies should be useful as
leaders of opinion, to help stop that process towards
obscurantism.

The positive thing for me is that it has helped my
self-esteem, by finding people similar to me, with the
same values, respectful of the others’ ideas, who
don’t seek to be right by force of screaming ad
hominem attacks.

We should be able to inspire others, to think, to
create, to doubt every piece of information that falls
into our hands, not to think without acting, and fight
for freedom of expression.

I have managed to express my ideas and publish part
of what I write.

I dream of the day when countries are governed by
philosophers, by people with values and many
neurons.

The negative, which of course does not overshadow
all the positive, has been seeing how many people
believe that their arguments are valid only based on
the IQ score they have.
11. Jacobsen: Why do they resort to shouting
down by the boom box of their IQ score?

Although, of course, many great intellects in societies
prefer mind games and tests only.
13. Jacobsen: Canadian writer Margaret Atwood
said, “Stupidity is the same as evil if you judge by
the results.” Does this encapsulate much of the
current context and the aforementioned
sentiment?
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Pedraza: So it seems to me. I fear ignorance and
herd mentality more than many other things.
14. Jacobsen: What seem like decent alternative
intelligence tests for individuals to take now?
Pedraza: I really like the tests by Paul Cooijmans,
Jason Betts, and Ronald K. Hoeflin (although all the
answers have been disclosed online from the latter’s
tests, so that would be the only problem).
15. Jacobsen: Any particular alternative
intelligence tests that seem the most rigorous at
the highest ranges – 4 to 6 sigma?
Pedraza: Ronald Hoeflin’s Mega, and Titan tests,
Paul Cooijman’s Isis, and Nemesis tests. Jason Betts’
Asterix, Mathema, and Zen tests.
16. Jacobsen: What independent test makers seem
more serious than others?

20. Jacobsen: Now, to Mexico and America, as you
have noted some differences, and with a
thoughtful admixture of opinions grounded in
some historical references, how are the gifted and
talented treated in Mexican and American
societies?
Pedraza: I have never had the pleasure of living in
the United States, but the impression it makes from
afar is that intelligence continues to be appreciated in
the United States and there are many opportunities
for highly intelligent people there. The United States
has known how to attract talent from anywhere in the
world and that is what keeps it as a world power.
In my country, the situation is sad, because there is a
tremendous brain drain. At this time, only criminals
and politicians have guaranteed a decent standard of
living.

17. Jacobsen: What stand out about Paul
Cooijmans’s tests? What stand out about Jason
Betts’s tests?

A smart person needs to emigrate so that his talent is
valued. There are many cases of underrated Mexican
talents in Mexico – opera singers, scientists,
inventors, for example – who had to leave behind
everything they had to start from scratch. Other
countries that welcomed them now benefit from their
talent, while Mexico insists on living under the law
of the fittest and saying that nothing wrong happens.

Pedraza: I like them because they are not your
typical Sunday newspaper test. They put your
crystallized intelligence to work.

21. Jacobsen: By “fittest,” do you mean the
‘fittest,’ i.e., the aforementioned “criminals and
politicians”?

18. Jacobsen: Are there other ways in which the
gifted and talented can socialize and find others
with similar gifts and interests other than high-IQ
societies?

Pedraza: It’s correct. The most aggressive or the
most corrupt. In Mexico there are two phrases that
speak a lot about the country and that are repeated to
the point of exhaustion by all kinds of people: “He
who doesn’t scam doesn’t progress”, “life is worth
nothing”. And that’s how in the last year and a half
we’ve had 54 000 killed people because of the
violence, not only because of drug trafficking but
also because of next door criminals everywhere, plus
more than 40 000 people died because of COVID.

Pedraza: Paul Cooijmans, and Jason Betts, for me. I
am not saying that there are not others just as serious
and scrupulous, it’s just that I have not tried tests of
all the creators.

Pedraza: For people with good social skills, there is,
of course, the street, and their workplace. At many
times in my life I have met people who are
fantastically smart, but have never taken an IQ test,
and don’t even know they exist, but, as I like to say:
There are two things that you can’t hide: Cough
(especially in this COVID-era), and intelligence.
19. Jacobsen: That’s funny. What are some good
signs of an extraordinarily intelligent mind in an
ordinary context? They’re brilliant and – literally
– only somewhat realize it., because no outside or
external source, legitimate referent, validated the
hunch.
Pedraza: I can recognize special people when
listening to them speak, based on their way of
expressing themselves, their tastes, the subjects they
master, the way they make things easier for others
that would be difficult or impossible.

22. Jacobsen: Following from the previous
question, how might North America become a
renewed and better attractant for a) the world’s
talent and b) the world’s intellectual
industriousness? No doubt, a declining stature and
with many flaws, though, many noble aims,
causes, and values inhered in the countries.
Pedraza: North America is a continent blessed with
everything: Resources, thousands of miles of
coastline to trade with the whole world, and above
all, it seems to me that there are opportunities for
everyone.
The United States and Canada have economic and
social stability, based on the rule of law and will
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continue to attract magnificent talents to their lands
(I’d love to live in Canada!), of that I am sure. A
phenomenon like that of Elon Musk revolutionizing
astronautics and automobiles would be impossible to
see in my country or in most countries.
23. Jacobsen: You’re welcome any time. Canada is
capacious. Anyone stand out from Canadian high
technology or industry?
Pedraza: Thank you! I’m more an artist than
anything else.
24. Jacobsen: Do you think nations’ foundational
crimes should be answered (for)? If so, how? If
not, why not?
Pedraza: As I love to study history, I know that the
past cannot be judged on the basis of current
morality, which is precisely an evolution that took
millennia.
What does seem unacceptable to me is wanting to
live the present based on the morality of past
centuries.
Yes, they must be answered for. But not
symbolically, but in the most practical way possible,
avoiding the same mistakes and abuses and creating
the conditions to avoid their recurrence.
For example: in Mexico, there was an abuse of ethnic
minorities, genocide, centuries ago. The way to
respond for this would be to improve the current
living conditions of these minorities, instead of
building monuments to the deceased indigenous
people and asking for forgiveness from those
monuments while depriving any living descendants
of any human rights.
The same would apply to other countries. It’s useless
to change the words, to ban flags, to knock down
monuments, without changing the way of thinking of
past centuries.
25. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on this (as relevant to
the last question’s comments) left-right battle in
the States?
Pedraza: History has shown us that unity is strength.
The United States is a great country, which should
not be divided by ideologies that harm either side.
Ideologies that focus on symbols, rather than people.
I am a supporter of the just mean.
26. Jacobsen: What do you think is missing in
some of the high-IQ societies?
Pedraza: More practical application in the real
world.

27. Jacobsen: Any idea as to how this can be
done?
Pedraza: The problems that plague the world should
be more important than IQ test problems.
Something that would help a lot to make the subject
more visible to the world, would be to come out of
the dark. Many exceptionally gifted people are afraid
to show themselves to the world; many of them could
inspire other people to exploit their own talents for
their own benefit and that of others.
I like to talk about the parable of the chickens and the
eagle.
For some reason, an eagle was born in a chicken
yard, and its life was to cluck with them and eat the
corn they were given, enduring the daily pecks for
being different, until one day it saw another eagle
flying, and then understood that it was different and
that it could fly high away from that chicken yard.
The example inspires much more than anything else.
28. Jacobsen: Why does higher intelligence tend to
correlate positively with liberal leanings and
atheism in some preliminary studies in
psychology?
Pedraza: A reasonable man (or woman) loves
freedom and hates tyranny, and he does not need or
want someone to dictate everything in his life.
As the political spectrum approaches extremes,
freedoms are reduced, in pursuit of ideologies and
symbols, it’s no longer about people.
Likewise, most institutionalized religions prohibit,
stigmatize, regulate people’s lives, decide who can
enter a temple and who cannot, who deserves heaven
and who does not, to whom you can give your heart
and to whom you shouldn’t, who is an equal and who
does not even deserve to be spoken to, analogously to
what a tyrant would command.
Religions sell a hypothetical Creator of the Universe
with the same whims and vices as human beings:
love, jealousy, anger, revenge.
The last thing that humanity needs are division,
confrontation, superstitions, imaginary friends,
beliefs without evidence.
Coincidentally, it’s my perception that in the
societies of which I am a member I have noticed a
large number of people more liberal than on the other
side of the political spectrum, although I have also
noticed a large number of believers, not only in
established and traditional religions but that many of
these people perceive a personal deity outside of
those religions, based on their own experience.
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29. Jacobsen: How do they conceive of this deity?
Pedraza: To some, the path of science does not seem
to contradict the existence of a God, but rather brings
them closer to that God; for others, he is a God who
does not demand sacrifices, nor is he spiteful, but has
created everything for the joy and happiness of his
highest creations, humans; it does not correspond to
the cultural characteristics of any existing god.
30. Jacobsen: Who are some of the most talented
people know to you? Why them?
Pedraza: I am fascinated and grateful to be able to
draw on the experiences of Mark Siegmund, Anja
Jaenicke, Arthur Pletcher, Edward R. Close because,
in addition to being exceptionally intelligent and
talented people, they have a very big heart. A person
who deserves a very special mention is Dr. Angelica
Ines Partida Hanon, Mexican, she had to emigrate to
Spain where she is a successful scientist with a Ph.D.
in Biochemistry, Molecular Biology, and
Biomedicine. I consider that she is one of the biggest
losses for Mexico ever.
Other people I would like to have contact with are
Paul Cooijmans and Dr. Evangelos Katsioulis.
31. Jacobsen: Why Cooijmans and Katsioulis?
May I be connected to Pletcher, Close, and Hanon
through you, please?
Pedraza: Mr. Cooijmans is a genius and eccentric,
he’s also a musician like me, and his music awakens
in me other sensations that the music that I usually
listen to does not achieve. Dr. Katsioulis is an
oncologist, psychiatrist, psychologist, neurologist,
nephrologist, philosopher, mathematician, screenplay
writer, physicist. The man is out of this world!
I have contact with Mr. Pletcher, and Dr. Edward R.
Close (recipient of “The Whiting Memorial Award
2016” together with Dr. Vernon Neppe, by the
International Society for Philosophical Inquiry.).
Unfortunately, I have not had contact with Dr.
Partida Hanon for many years, but I know her
website: dnangelica.com.
32. Jacobsen: To the young, what are some
important pieces of advice about a) humility and
b) building character & discipline?
Pedraza: On humility, it would be worth looking at
the 1990 picture “a Pale Blue Dot” or some graph
showing the planetary and stellar scale.
We are nothing, we have no more value than what we
give ourselves, nothing intrinsic. We are dust, not
stardust, just common dust, nothing more.

Also, there is always someone smarter, or richer, or
more attractive, or nicer or more talented.
It makes life a lot easier knowing that material things
are to make life more enjoyable and not to live
suffering for not having them.
On character and discipline: There are many things
that hinder the passage through this life; by
tempering character and disciplining yourself there is
more opportunity to overcome these difficulties,
because, as I said before, I resist the idea that this life
has to be of penance, of working for someone else or
of suffering dreaming of a reward in another
hypothetical life.
33. Jacobsen: What are non-tangible skills
needing building more among the gifted and
talented young than others because of the ease of
some facets of life for them?
Pedraza: Many people in the high-intellect
community suffer from impostor syndrome and its
various manifestations.
I believed for many years that if something was
difficult for me, then I was a fool and it was better to
give up. Over the years, I learned to stop hearing
external voices, making me doubt myself. I believed
for many years that the things I obtained were by
some chance of fate because I wasn’t that good as to
have obtained them by myself.
I also learned that no matter how smart you are, if
you don’t spend time training your talents, you will
be like a Bugatti Veyron, but without gas and locked
in a garage.
34. Jacobsen: Other than a positive correlation,
not a causation-relationship, between higher
intelligence and atheism & liberalism. What other
personality traits, beliefs, even prejudices or lack
thereof, seem to correlate positively (or negatively,
or not at all) with high general intelligence?
Pedraza: I have noticed that there is a correlation
between IQ and the number of diverse talents that a
person has. The most modest intellects are usually
monothematic or specialists in a single subject. The
most exceptional intellects are usually polymaths. I
know several people, members of the societies to
which I belong, who have talents at different ends:
Painters who publish scientific papers, musicians
who play Marin Marais, Vivaldi, Metallica, but also
teach physics at a University. Einstein himself played
the violin and Leonardo da Vinci invented a musical
instrument called the “viola organista”.
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I also see in many of the higher intellects the capacity
for self-learning, and unfortunately, as a feature of
many of them, the impostor syndrome.
Appendix I: Footnotes

[2] Individual Publication Date: July 22,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/pedrazatwo; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.

[1] Member, World Genius Directory.
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An Interview with Charles Peden on Background, the Societies, Genius, and Gifts (Part One)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: When you were
growing up, what were some of the prominent
family stories being told over time?
Charles Peden: The most memorable anecdote for
me was about the town my grandmother was born
and raised in called Omemee, North Dakota. That
town no longer exists.
2. Jacobsen: Have these stores helped provide a
sense of an extended self or a sense of the family
legacy?
Peden: I think the idea of losing one’s entire home
town sticks with me because nostalgia plays such a
big role in my life. My grandmother is now gone and
with her was a legacy of an entire town and a
different period of time. So I do feel a sense of
identity that stretches back into the fog of the past

and I carry forth a family legacy that stretches into
the fog of the future.
3. Jacobsen: What was the family background,
e.g., geography, culture, language, and religion or
lack thereof?
Peden: I was born in the geographical center of
North America: Rugby, North Dakota. I grew up in a
family that speaks contemporary English (as opposed
to the proto-English which is still spoken in the
United Kingdom). My mother’s family is Christian
and of various European descendancy. I was raised
very religious and Catholic, but alone became atheist
at 18. I then thought it was obvious that religion was
mythological, but was surprised to discover how
frighteningly adamant people were about believing in
it. I still find that a bit puzzling.
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My biological father was of Swedish descent and he
grew up speaking Swedish and English. I knew
virtually nothing about him until I first met him when
I was 26. He is also an atheist. He played no role in
my upbringing. If I understand correctly, Sweden
seems to be the most atheistic country in the world.
This alludes to the possibility of religiosity (or
something about it) being inherited.
I apologize in advance if my comments lead to war
with the speakers of proto-English. I would hate to
discover that people fought and died in order to insist
on an unnecessary ‘u’ in the word ‘colour’.
4. Jacobsen: How were the experiences with peers
and schoolmates as a child and an adolescent?
Peden: In kindergarten, I would occasionally be
beaten up by my neighbourhood friends after school.
Going home from school was scary. They weren’t
trying to kill me, but at the time it made no sense. I
dealt with it by becoming a sort of class clown. This
worked until 7th grade when some girls would pick
on me and make fun of me. I didn’t understand why
they were doing that. So my experience with school
was bad. I dropped out at 16, gave it another attempt,
then dropped out for the second and last time in the
11th grade.
As a side note–My high school experience is in stark
contrast to Rick Rosner’s.
I had two predominant friends in my school years.
Both were musicians and played guitar. I am not a
musician.
5. Jacobsen: What is the purpose of intelligence
tests to you?
Peden: Intelligence tests are our crude way of
measuring differences in intelligence. I think of them
as evolutionarily similar to the level of campfires on
the way to developing laser beams. They are
important because of the significant potential of
intelligence.
6. Jacobsen: When was high intelligence
discovered for you?
Peden: I’ve always felt above average, but not
significantly so. There were two kids about my age
on the street that I grew up on who went on to
become engineers. They seemed smarter than me
(and likely are). There was a kid who lived across the
street from me who grew up to become a nuclear
physicist. Another kid whose family was friends with
my family that grew up and became a brain surgeon.
But high intelligence wasn’t discovered until taking
high-range I.Q. tests from Paul Cooijmans.

7. Jacobsen: When you think of the ways in which
the geniuses of have either been mocked, vilified,
and condemned if not killed, or praised, flattered,
platformed, and revered, what seems like the
reason for the extreme reactions to and treatment
of geniuses? Many alive today seem camera shy –
many, not all.
Peden: I think the problem is with society’s
expectations of the intelligent. We expect highly
intelligent people to be like Isaac Newton. When it is
discovered that highly intelligent people do
something like collect streetcar transfer tickets, there
is a certain amount of resentment. It’s like seeing
someone squander millions of dollars which they
inherited.
It’s difficult to understand that abilities of
intelligence come packaged within a visceral matrix
which might be quite different from our own. So
things which are satisfying and rewarding to those
with higher intelligence may seem significantly
unfamiliar to the experiences of others. In other
words, intelligent people can seem alien.
8. Jacobsen: Who seem like the greatest geniuses
in history to you?
Peden: From my easiest accessible memory, some of
the greatest geniuses in history would include
Archimedes, Leonardo da Vinci, Isaac Newton,
Nikola Tesla, Albert Einstein, and Alan Turing.
Those are people I consider archetypical geniuses.
There are many more, of course.
9. Jacobsen: What differentiates a genius from a
profoundly intelligent person?
Peden: To me, a genius is someone whose high
intelligence is leveraged by their high
industriousness. A profoundly intelligent person is
not necessarily a genius without a high level of
industriousness. However, a profoundly intelligent
person may have the potential to become a genius in
sufficiently motivational circumstances.
Although I have achieved a high enough score to
qualify for the Glia Society, I do not have a high
level of industriousness and don’t consider myself a
genius.
10. Jacobsen: What have been some work
experiences and educational certifications for
you?
Peden: I once estimated that I have had over 100
jobs. I’ve lost count since then as that was many jobs
ago. I’ve done mostly blue collar, sales, and entrylevel work. I once also owned a pet shampoo
manufacturing business with my ex-wife.
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Although I dropped out of high school, I did go on to
get my G.E.D. I also discovered that I loved college,
until I went to nursing school. I’ve dropped out of
nursing school twice. Nursing is not really a science
nor an art. The medical field in general synthesizes
science, techniques, and ineffable experience to ply
its trade. I found nursing school to be a bit of a
paradigm shock similar to what I experienced when
going from algebra to calculus.

Peden: I think religiosity seems to be mostly genetic.
I no more understand why I am an atheist than I
understand why I am a heterosexual.

11. Jacobsen: What are some of the more
important aspects of the idea of the gifted and
geniuses? Those myths that pervade the cultures
of the world. What are those myths? What truths
dispel them?

15. Jacobsen: What have been some of the tests
taken and scores earned (with standard
deviations) for you?

Peden: I had a very distorted expectation of
intelligence. I thought intelligent people easily did
the most intelligent things for a living. It turns out
that intelligent people have to deal with visceral
motivations just like everyone else. The truth is that
even intelligent people can still fail at things and
success takes longer than you expect even when you
take into account Hofstadter’s Law.
12. Jacobsen: What are some social and political
views for you? Why hold them?
Peden: Here are some fun ones:
I think corporations should be slaves to humans, not
its masters. Why hold that view? Because
corporations came into existence within the
successful product of a human ethical framework.
The motivation of corporations is simply profits and
that is monstrously insufficient guidance for the
future of intelligent beings. That’s like putting the
animals in charge of the zookeepers.
Additionally, I think that if women do not have a
right to have an abortion, then they must be
considered maternal slaves in servitude of the fetus.
If they DO have the right to an abortion, then women
have autonomous accountability and cannot seek
compensation for something of which they alone are
ultimately responsible.
Of course, society’s solution is to be inconsistent in a
way as is convenient for women and which reduces
women’s accountability. I disagree with the current
state of women’s rights and I would prefer
consistency, be it maternal slavery (with rights of
compensation) or autonomous accountability (with
no rights of compensation).
13. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on the God concept or
gods idea and philosophy, theology, and religion?

14. Jacobsen: How much does science play into the
worldview for you?
Peden: Science is too vast, convoluted, and polluted
for any single human to understand. I am forced to
largely rely on the credibility of others as are we all.

Peden: I don’t have the exact information available,
but my highest score was on Paul Cooijmans’s
Cartoons Of Shock. I think my lowest score was on
Paul Cooijmans’s A Paranoiac’s Torture (estimated
scores and standard deviations provided in the next
question). My memory is not that great. I do
remember that I found the COLT – Two-barrelled
version and The Alchemist Test to be my favourites
although they were neither my highest nor lowest
scores.
16. Jacobsen: What is the range of the scores for
you? The scores earned on alternative intelligence
tests tend to produce a wide smattering of data
points rather than clusters, typically.
Peden: For Paul Cooijmans’s tests I have scored a
range from about 127 to a high of 151 with a standard
deviation of 15. For tests from other sources, I have
scored around the 130s and 140s.
I realize there is a sort of cluster pattern which can be
derived from test scores, but I don’t think that is the
best way of viewing I.Q. test results.
Imagine someone is an enemy. It’s not their ‘typical’
sticks and stones that one should be most concerned
about. It’s their nuclear capability that should be of
primary interest.
17. Jacobsen: What ethical philosophy makes
some sense, even the most workable sense to you?
Peden: I think the Christian Golden Rule of “treat
others as you wish to be treated” is the most sensible.
This seems to me to be like Kant’s categorical
imperative, but much easier to remember.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, Glia Society.
[2] Individual Publication Date: July 22,
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Abstract
Tim Roberts is the Founder/Administrator of Unsolved Problems. He self-describes in “A Brief and Almost
True Biography” as follows: I was definitely born lower-middle class. Britain was (and probably still is) so
stratified that one’s status could be easily classified. You were only working class if you lived in Scotland or
Wales, or in the north of England, or had a really physical job like dustbin-man. You were only middle class
if you lived in the south, had a decent-sized house, probably with a mortgage, and at work you had to use
your brain, at least a little. My mother was at the upper end of lower-middle class, my father at the lower.
After suffering through the first twenty years of my life because of various deleterious genetically-acquired
traits, which resulted in my being very small and very sickly, and a regular visitor to hospitals, I became
almost normal in my 20s, and found work in the computer industry. I was never very good, but demand in
those days was so high for anyone who knew what a computer was that I turned freelance, specializing in
large IBM mainframe operating systems, and could often choose from a range of job opportunities. As far
away as possible sounded good, so I went to Australia, where I met my wife, and have lived all the latter half
of my life. Being inherently lazy, I discovered academia, and spent 30 years as a lecturer, at three different
universities. Whether I actually managed to teach anyone anything is a matter of some debate. The maxim
“publish or perish” ruled, so I spent an inordinate amount of time writing crap papers on online education,
which required almost no effort. My thoughts, however, were always centred on such pretentious topics as
quantum theory and consciousness and the nature of reality. These remain my over-riding interest today,
some five years after retirement. I have a reliance on steroids and Shiraz, and possess an IQ the size of a small
planet, because I am quite good at solving puzzles of no importance, but I have no useful real-world skills
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whatsoever. I used to know a few things, but I have forgotten most of them.” He discusses: skepticism,
critical thinking, science, crackpots, scientific skepticism, magical thinking, education; science; what makes a
crank a crank, a crackpot a crackpot, woo woo, a confidence man a confidence man, and a charlatan a
charlatan; scientific skepticism; magical thinking; education; and the main forms of woo.
Keywords: critical thinking, scientific skepticism, scientific thinking, Tim Roberts.
An Interview with Tim Roberts on Critical Thinking, Scientific Skepticism, and Education:
Founder/Administrator, Unsolved Problems (Part Five)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
*I assumed “Professor” based on an article. I was wrong. I decided to keep the mistake because the responses and
the continual mistake, for the purposes of this interview, adds some personality to the interview, so the humour in a
personal error.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: For this next series of
questions, I want to talk about skepticism, critical
thinking, science, crackpots, scientific skepticism,
magical thinking, education, and so on. A wide
array of stuff building on some of the prior terse
statements. To set us up, here’s a series of softball
questions, what is critical thinking?
Tim Roberts: Critical thinking is the set of skills
required to distinguish truth from bunkum, and to
make wise choices. It is one of the two vital areas
currently missing from the primary school curriculum
in many western countries (the other is what it means
to live in a civilized society).
The first part of critical thinking is thinking logically.
Suppose we know that George is a crow, and that all
crows are black. What can we deduce? What if only
some crows are black, what can we deduce then?
What if George is not a crow, what can we deduce?
Suppose we don’t know whether or not all crows are
black. How would we go about finding out?
Suppose someone told us that all dogs were black, or
all koalas were black, or all camels were black. How
would be go about discovering the truth or falsity of
these claims?
How should we go about finding out if the world is
round, or flat? All of these are things that can and
should be taught to children aged 8 or 9.
Perhaps a year later, when children have acquired a
good proficiency in English, around the ages of 9 or
10, they can learn about the meaning of words such
as ”rationality”, and “science”, and “evidence”, and
“proof”. And also, “causation”, and “correlation”,
and the differences between the two.
And later, at the ages of 10 or 11, they can begin to
learn about how people and agencies can distort facts,
and how to spot when they are doing so. And how to
distinguish established facts from mere opinions. And
how to view advertisements of various kinds,

whether on billboards, or in print media, or online, or
on TV. And how to judge the claims made in such
advertising.
All of this is easy stuff. That it is not taught as a
recognized part of the curriculum in primary schools
is an indictment on education systems, for such skills
are way, way more important than learning how to
multiply two decimal numbers together, or the date
when Columbus discovered America, or what the
capital of Norway is, or .… well, almost anything,
really.
So the second part of critical thinking is applying it
so as to maximize advantages over disadvantages, or
profits over losses, or return over investment. We all
make thousands of decisions each day, from when to
get out of bed, to what clothes to wear, to when and
where to do the shopping, etc.
Our choices in turn depend on multiple factors, such
as habit, and social norms, and peer pressure. The
application of critical thinking helps to determine our
actions while taking into account all of the factors in
play.
It is important to note, however, that critical thinking
will not necessarily alter our actions. Some examples
may help to illustrate this point.
Several religions dictate strict rules as to clothing,
and eating habits, etc. Even those who turn away
from their religion find it extremely difficult to break
these rules.
But it applies to many other environments too. Take
the well-known maxim which many were brought up
with, that is, to eat everything on your plate. By
adult-hood many people are so conditioned that this
they find it a very hard habit to break.
Or the three-second rule – drop some foodstuff on the
floor, and it is fine if picked up quickly. No. Once it
hits the floor, it is immediately exposed to bacteria.
But still, most people abide by this completely
nonsensical rule, while at the same time
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acknowledging that it is indeed completely
nonsensical.
2. Jacobsen: What is science?
Roberts: Science is not about test tubes, or Petri
dishes, or Bunsen burners, or lab coats.
The word “science” comes from the Latin “scire”,
meaning “to know”. That is, science is how we can
know facts about the world.
We can know things by pure logic. Upon defining the
integers, we can deduce with certainty that 2 times 3
is 6, and that 37 is a prime number.
Pure logic does not help us with the facts about the
physical world around us, unfortunately. It does not
explain Pluto, or giraffes, or income tax, or morality.
Science tells us that we need to observe the real
world. We then form hypotheses, or models, about
why things are as they are, and how things work.
These models are all valueless unless they can be
proved or disproved by experiment.
Suppose we hypothesize based on some sightings that
all giraffes have long necks. This can be disproved by
finding one or more giraffes without long necks. As
we observe more and more giraffes, we can gain
more confidence in our hypothesis. We can never
prove it, however, for tomorrow we may find a
giraffe with a short neck.
So predictions play a really important role in science.
They must be such that the more outrageous the
prediction, the greater needs to be the evidence
supporting it.
3. Jacobsen: What makes a crank a crank, a
crackpot a crackpot, woo woo, a confidence man a
confidence man, and a charlatan a charlatan?
Roberts: There are many advantages to living in a
liberal democracy. Unfortunately, there are also some
disadvantages, one of which is the encouragement of
deception. Not just amongst some individuals, but
also organizations, and indeed sometimes whole
professions.
With regard to individuals, many could be named.
One of the most prominent and successful was Uri
Geller, who was not alone in being a poor magician
who became famous and rich by claiming to have
supernatural powers.
There are others, more innocent, like the cousins
Elsie Wright and Frances Griffiths, who provided
photos of fairies living in their back garden.
I have chosen these two for illustration, amongst
multiple possible examples, because they both

illustrate another point, that otherwise intelligent and
learned individuals do not necessarily possess the
skill of critical thinking.
Uri Geller’s supposed supernatural abilities were
believed and promoted for several years by several
renowned scientists.
The photographs of fairies were believed and
promoted by no less a figure than Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle, best known for being the creator of Sherlock
Holmes, perhaps the fictional figure who most
personifies logical thinking in the whole history of
literature.
Organizations would include many who seek
exposure which would otherwise not occur. For
example, many who purport beliefs in various
conspiracy theories; or those who purport a
belief in a flat earth; or anti-vaxxers; or those who
propagate that the Covid-19 virus is spread by the 5G
network.
Amongst professions may be quoted not only the
clichéd example of used car salesmen, but also
politicians, and marketing executives, and even those
in the legal profession. For example, defence lawyers
who know that their clients are guilty, but yet whose
oaths of office demand that they attempt to deceive
juries.
There are also many cranks and crackpots, of course,
who are distinguished from deliberate deceivers in
that they deceive themselves as well. In this class I
would include all of those who believe in astrology,
and all those who believe in extra-sensory perception,
and all those who believe in the literal (as opposed to
metaphorical) reality of religious texts.
In a way, cranks and crackpots pose a greater threat
than charlatans, since the latter recognize the truth;
whereas the former will defend their beliefs to the
ultimate extent.
Hence the vital need for members of society to have
critical thinking skills, so that they can distinguish
between truth and deception. It is extremely
unfortunate that a significant percentage of the
population of all countries lack these basic skills, to
such an extent that western democracies may not
survive, at least in their present forms, since
democracies depend for their survival upon the
ability of individuals to distinguish truth from
falsehoods.
4. Jacobsen: Why is scientific skepticism always
important?
Roberts: Because this is a basic tenet of critical
thinking. There is an old expression that one should
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always have an open mind, but not so open that one’s
brains fall out.
Science has been extremely successful, but all
theories should remain open to doubt. The more
established the theory, the greater the evidence
needed to overturn it. This is absolutely vital. To take
the various components of extra sensory perception,
such as psychokinesis and telepathy, these would be
in violation of several laws of physics, so the
evidence for any existence of these phenomena
would need to be very strong. Currently not only is
there no strong evidence, but in fact there is no
credible scientific evidence whatsoever, to support
the existence of these phenomena.
5. Jacobsen: What differentiates magical thinking
from scientific thinking?
Roberts: I honestly have no idea what magical
thinking means, unless it means non-rational
thinking. If it is this, it should be completely
disregarded, of course.
I have always been amused that those claiming to be
in touch with the spirit world get messages from the
dead such that they can apparently communicate that
their name begins with “J”, for example. Goodness.
Why can’t the dead person say something like “My
name is Jane Alice Witherspoon, and I died in 2012,
and I’d like to speak to my son Frank, please?”. No.
Apparently they can only communicate the letter “J”,
for some reason…
Or those who claim to predict the future, but never
choose the right lottery numbers, because their
motives are too pure.

Roberts: I don’t accept that a proper education is
part of the problem, except by omission from the core
curriculum. Education should never be about telling a
particular version of the truth. Rather, it should be
about teaching people how to think for themselves,
and provide them with the ability to support or reject
the beliefs that are instilled in them by virtue of being
members of particular groups.
7. Jacobsen: In your country, what are the main
forms of woo?
Roberts: The same as in any other western country, I
think. Belief in the tooth fairy, and Father Christmas,
and ghosts, and various nonsenses such as those
peddled by believers in things which are obviously
false.
8. Jacobsen: In your country, who are the main
forces for skeptical, rational, scientific thinking –
a form of public activism in the form of scientific
education?
Roberts: I think these are mainly led by individuals
from various countries around the world, such as the
late Martin Gardner, and James Randi, and Penn and
Teller, and Richard Dawkins, and Daniel Dennett,
and thankfully, hundreds of thousands of others
whose names are far less well-known.
Appendix I: Footnotes
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6. Jacobsen: Why is education part of the solution
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1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: When we think of the
academic institutions, a whole range of ideas come
up. We’ve touched somewhat on this subject
matter. I see them as manifesting a variety of
positive and negative characteristics. They
provide a formalization process for most of the
population to certify various levels of acquisition
of knowledge. Is this a positive or negative for
you?
Anthony Sepulveda (Brown): Overall, it’s positive.
Education is a wonderful thing that everyone should
pursue as much as they want.

2. Jacobsen: On the other hand, they can provide
a rigidity to the search for further knowledge
desired by most in the academy. In that, certain
paths can get entrenched, which can slow
intellectual advancement of the academy. Is this a
positive or a negative for you?
Sepulveda (Brown): That is a relatively negative
feature. When your goal is to iron out all the wrinkles
and create a smooth increase in personal growth, you
need to appreciate the impact your actions will
inevitably have on the lives of others.
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3. Jacobsen: Do you see the standardization
process at the cost of radical transformation a
worthwhile trade-off in the university system?
Sepulveda (Brown): That would depend on the
nature of the radical transformations. Do you have
any examples?
4. Jacobsen: Do you have any friends or colleagues
who have had horror stories in relations with the
university system?
Sepulveda (Brown): Of course, I know several
people in college right now who’ve been kind enough
to confirm my beliefs before I submit them to you.
(Special thanks to Tango and Jess)
5. Jacobsen: What do you think of the tenure
track system?
Sepulveda (Brown): I’m not familiar with the exact
policies behind it. All I know is that it makes it
significantly harder to fire ineffectual teachers. This
seems like an unnecessary policy if the goal is to
educate rather than to have a career in education.
6. Jacobsen: How is the culture of the academy
shifting, in your opinion, e.g., socially, politically,
and economically?
Sepulveda (Brown): It seems obvious that education
isn’t as valuable as it used to be (both on the micro
and macro levels). It seems probable to me that in
will be avoided unless it’s necessary or otherwise
appealing by most the general population in the
future. But I can’t be certain of what will happen to
it.
7. Jacobsen: How many points have you earned on
the Khan Academy system?
Sepulveda (Brown): Not many, to be honest. I first
became aware of it when I was very poor and
couldn’t afford regular internet access. I’d have to go
to the library to use their resources for an hour and
didn’t get very far. Instead, I borrowed and acquired
books to pursue my interests at my leisure. I should
probably get back into it if I want my opinion on the
subject to be valid.
8. Jacobsen: What are some of the strengths and
weaknesses of the Khan Academy?
Sepulveda (Brown): The platforms greatest
strengths are the freedom to pursue any subject of
interest in your own time. It’s biggest weakness is the
lack of personalized assistance (tutoring)
9. Jacobsen: What are some of the areas of
maintaining the excellence in particular subjects
and styles of education for Khan Academy, e.g.,
Salman was always strong in mathematics and,

thus, the mathematics training system is excellent
in tests and in videos?
Sepulveda (Brown): That’s true. Math and Science
are easily the strongest branches they offer. This is
likely due to customer demand, since the average
student will have to go through these subjects for
most of their academic lives whether they want to or
not. Even Arts majors have math requirements.
And there are several other sources one could use to
educate themselves in other subjects – Duolingo
(Language), Code Academy (Computer Science) and
even Youtube can round out just about anyone’s
educational needs at your speed.
10. Jacobsen: What do you think of the badge
ideas, as if this is Halo or Call of Duty? It seems
like a good Jane McGonigal attempt to gamify
mathematics and education, which may, in fact,
work and draw in more young people, especially
young boys who have been struggling with
education starting in kindergarten running all the
way through graduate school.
Sepulveda (Brown): It’s an interesting idea. But I
feel like it’d be a more effective motivator in
extracurricular subjects that wouldn’t normally have
any appeal. Like when you’re going for the Platinum
on a Playstation game, but still have a handful of
challenges to achieve that you never would’ve
attempted if they weren’t necessary to achieve your
goal.
11. Jacobsen: How could other systems of
education incorporate the Khan Academy system?
Sepulveda (Brown): I’m not sure. There would have
to be several significant changes to allow students the
time they need to truly understand their subjects of
study. The first idea that comes to mind would be to
replace the traditional classroom setup with one
where the students are given study material (books,
videos, practice tests, etc.) to work on in their own
time, schedule tutors to check their progress and
assist where needed as needed and then test their
knowledge in person once they’ve reached the point
where they’re comfortable with the subject. This
would completely alleviate the stress that comes with
trying to accomplish course work by a specific date
and stop all the ineffective teachers from wasting
everyone’s time and money. I’ll have to work on this
problem some more, this could lead to some very
interesting places.
12. Jacobsen: What do you think of its focus on
mastery rather than completion for moving onto
the next subject matter, so as to prevent a Swiss
cheese situation moving forward for the
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educational path and knowledge frameworks of
the young? Everyone needs to review material
outside individuals with eidetic memories, who are
so extraordinarily rare to make non-review not
practical for most people.
Sepulveda (Brown): It’s a great requirement. In
more traditional settings, you’re often under a time
constraint that forces you to rely heavily on shortterm memory without fully understanding a subject.
Studies have shown that in as little as three days after
completing a class, the average student completely
forgets over 90% of what they studied. So restricting
progression until one has achieved mastery would be
very effective for the long-term success of those
using their program.
13. Jacobsen: What do you hope happens to
Academia?
Sepulveda (Brown): I hope that people will stop
running it like a business and take the time to use
their talents to benefit everyone receptive to them.
14. Jacobsen: How come the profoundly gifted
seem so out of place and out of sync with much of
society?
Sepulveda (Brown): I can’t speak for others. But
during my development there were a few factors that
contributed to my isolation – I was very tall for my
age which (coupled with my social ineptitude) made

me seem intimidating to my peers (recently
confirmed by a former classmate) and I’ve always
been very vocal towards my professional superiors
whenever something doesn’t make sense or seems
unfair or invalid. Authority doesn’t mean anything to
me unless it’s founded on a logical process that I
agree with enough to respect. Any extra demands
placed upon me only results in frustration and
resentment.
It seems probable that this will be the case for most
others as well.
15. Jacobsen: Even with the profound gifts, is this
more an argument for the making of adaptation to
social circumstances rather than rejecting and
becoming lifelong bitter with them? It can happen
and can make for unpleasant individual and
interpersonal circumstances for individuals.
Sepulveda (Brown): I agree, it takes a lot of patience
and openness between everyone involved to get
through such problems.
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1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Justin, we’ve been
doing a series about yourself, as a member of a
solid high-IQ society with highly stringent,
mainstream standards with a reasonably high cutoff to be a serious contender in bringing in people
with a qualitative difference in thought rather
than simply more clear and reasoned thought
alone at 1-sigma or 2-sigma above the norm.
Christian, we’ve been covering everything under
the sun and, in fact, probably breaking some new
ground in discussions on the wide range of
topics if I may be permitted to say so. The goal in
this educational series is to cover high-IQ societies
in their communal standing and then the aspects
of high-IQ children. Let’s start on a personal note,
you’re both parents. How have you dealt with the
parenting parts of life for yourselves insofar as
you’ve experienced them?
Christian Sorensen: Being self-conscious at all
times, so as not to repeat the mistakes that my parents
made with me, although paradoxically they did not
do so with my siblings. There is a phrase, that my
mother had said to me in my young adulthood,
remembering my childhood, and that puzzles me,
because I couldn’t figure out that this may have
happened to her. When I was child, she often felt
fear, due to my excessive intelligence, and regarding
to which she also perceived herself paralyzed as
mother, since actually did not knew how to respond
or treat me. Carried out to a more generalized plan, I
consciously have tried, that this feeling would never
invade my parental function. I thought that was the
first step from which I had to start as father, even
though I was aware that no one is born knowing how
a good father should be. Therefore, I was always
guided by my intuition, common sense, and
following the conviction, that I was doing what
seemed to me the most correct and beneficial for my
daughters, in the sense of trying to make them happy.
I believe, that at all times, I applied a sort of double
formula, that was to give them all the affection I
could, and to try to think and feel at the same time, as
a father and as if I were a mother or as if I had to put
myself in her place.
Justin Duplantis: I grew up unaware of my own
giftedness. I was not tested in my youth and only
following undergraduate school was I tested and
subsequently discovered I was nearly 6 sigma from
the norm. Upon attending the 2018 international
gathering of the Triple Nine Society, I spoke with an
individual that was involved in gifted youth. She was
adamant that my boys were gifted, although she had
never met them. I had my, then two and three year
old, boys tested. They were both deemed gifted and
joined Mensa. I want to provide them the opportunity

to engage with their peers, as I was unable to
experience that growing up. Additionally, they are
thirsty for knowledge, so my wife and I try to quench
that thirst daily.
2. Jacobsen: Given the established high
heritability of general intelligence (as it is an
established psychological construct), and as you
both measured highly on tests of general
intelligence, the obvious implication comes in the
form of children more probable to inherit
giftedness from you. Of course, we have a
regression to the mean effects on both sides of the
Gaussian normal distribution or bell curve.
Without going into the psychometry of IQ and
giftedness, what are some thoughts and feelings
around parenting, and acknowledging the higher
likelihood of gifted children of a gifted parent in
the union?
Sorensen: This is something that has never been a
topic for me, since I have the idea, although it should
be empirically verified, that the intelligence comes
from the mother, or that it is inherited almost
completely from her. In fact at least concerning my
case, this hypothesis was fulfilled, since the mother
(my ex-wife) of my daughters, unlike my current
wife who has an IQ above 130, has a normal-average
intelligence, and I guess that for this reason my
daughters aren’t gifted.
Duplantis: As referenced previously, this
information was presented to myself and shared by a
gifted youth expert in 2018. The unknown factor for
myself is how the distribution is changed when only
one parent is highly gifted. My wife and I are far
from peers, in that respect. Although she has never
been officially tested, she would probably fall in the
average range. Genetics are much more complicated
than checking a box if both parents check the same
one. I feel strongly that parents know their children,
regardless of intelligence level. If the parent feels as
though their child is exceptional, they should follow
through with that instinct and have them tested. With
that said, IQ is not normalized until the child is 7-11
years of age, so if tested prior, the results should be
taken with a grain of salt. Additionally, many youth
examinations do not accurately measure IQ past a
certain sigma, but it will at least give you a rough
idea where they stand. My boys, for instance, were
three sigma above the norm, when tested at two and
three years of age. If it seems purposeful, I will have
them tested again after they turn 12.
3. Jacobsen: Did you notice gifted children (your
own) require more differentiated and more
intense forms of caretaking, or not? In that, the
gifted children have been developing more on
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their own and, therefore, do not require as much
concern, care, or general oversight. I am asking
more from personal parental experience.
Sorensen: I think that gifted children, need more care
and much more personalized attention than other
children, since in my opinion these in a certain way,
have transversal difficulties with their stability and
emotional development, and therefore in some
manner it could be said, that they have a disability in
this sphere. For this reason, what they first need, is a
lot of affection and understanding from their parents,
in order that their empathy, leads to feel them close
enough. In consequence can be stated, that emotional
unconditionality, is one of the main issues, that
revolves around concerns of gifted children lives. As
a result of the latest, in my opinion, is necessary to
keep in mind that happiness, depends on emotional
stability, and that the aforementioned is linked to
paternal unconditionality, which in turn is the
essential basic confidence floor for everything else.
Duplantis: This, I believe, is more child dependent.
Although gifted children all share this one
characteristic and certainly share certain attributes,
they are also individuals that require different needs.
For instance, although both of my boys are highly
gifted, they are delayed in speech and have required
therapy. Delay in certain areas does not necessarily
correlate with intelligence, and vice versa. Just
because a child learns to speak or walk at an early
age does not necessarily mean that child is highly
gifted. As for the special challenges that my wife and
I face due to our boys being gifted, there are a couple
that we express to a nanny, prior to hiring. Our boys
want to learn and are incredibly inquisitive. They
want to know the proper name for a primate and not
be told “it’s a monkey”. They have also,
unfortunately, mastered manipulation and sarcasm at
a very young age. This can be challenging, as it can
be undetectable to the layman. Once one learns to
read through the cute to see the underlying
deception, they are easier to interact with and bond.
4. Jacobsen: On the level of general discussion and
knowledge in the high-IQ community, how is
giftedness in children viewed on the level of
specialized needs or not?
Sorensen: I think that once the emotional base is
stably achieved, two other needs must be constantly
met regarding knowledge, and precocity. The former
refers to the fact, that their eagerness to inquire and to
know, must be answered through quality contents,
that should be timely accessible according to their
demands. While the second, it’s related to the issue
that these children, must be allowed to move freely,
and to advance in relation to their own

needs, towards what they feel and desire, and not in
function to their chronological ages.
Duplantis: It depends upon where you reside.
Although not highly advertised, Louisiana is the only
state in the nation that categorizes giftedness as a
special need. If a child is determined to be gifted they
are required to be provided special resources by
someone that is licensed in gifted education. If there
is nobody that fits that criteria at their school, they
are sent somewhere for that specific enrichment. My
hopes is to eventually become a lobbyist and have a
similar policy in place nationally.
5. Jacobsen: Do you think young boys and girls
should enroll in Mensa International, the Triple
Nine Society, etc., in order to find some like-gifted
community?
Sorensen: Why not.
Duplantis: Although both of my boys qualify to be in
TNS, it is an adult only social club. To my knowledge,
Mensa is the only high IQ organization that actually
have a youth division. As stated previously, both of
my boys are members. As for do I think gifted youth
should enroll? It depends. I had them admitted in
hopes that they would have an opportunity to meet
their peers. The area in which someone resides
makes a difference. There were no other members,
their age, while we lived in the New Orleans area,
but after relocation to Dallas, there are over a dozen.
I also found it a nice gesture to have them admitted
and when they get older they do not have to worry
about going through that process. They are already
members. Whether they choose to continue to be so,
will be their decision.
6. Jacobsen: Are the high-IQ societies more
intended for the adult population or not?
Sorensen: Not necessarily, since these
societies should be open to all, without exclusions of
any kind.
Duplantis: Mensa is certainly for both, but as
previously stated, the vast majority of high IQ
societies are adult only.
7. Jacobsen: How have the communities of the
high-IQ evolved over time for you?
Sorensen: From best to worst.
Duplantis: I have only been in the high IQ society
world for a few years, so I am unable to speak to this.
Mensa is certainly for both, but as previously stated,
the vast majority of high IQ societies are adult only.
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8. Jacobsen: More precisely, what high-IQ
societies have you joined – full listing, please?
Why those?
Sorensen: In some of these Societies I am honorary
member.
Isis, Profundus, Magnus, Icon, Elite, Callidus,
Thinkiq, Egregius, Sidis, Myriad, Synaptic, Misty
Pavillion, Space Time, Supernonova, Grand IQ,
Ultima, League of Perfect Scores, Top IQ Scores,
World Genius, Atlantiq, Romanian, Gentle, Brain,
Spiqr, Hriq, Triple Nine, Dark Pavillion, Secret
Society, Hidden Position, American, Canadian, Torr,
Leviathan, Odysseus4Gifted, Hall of Sophia, League
of Geniuses, Speculation, Core, Star, Indian,
Capababilis and Psychic of Intuitives.
Besides Triple Nine and WGD, many of them have
invited me for becoming member. Apart from the two
formers, I guess that I enrolled in them, perhaps
because I have an unfulfilled unconscious desire, for
doing a patchwork collection, with the nice designs
of their certificates, or with the fashionable labels,
that they hold in their names.
Duplantis: Oh goodness. I went on a mad tear at
first. I am a member of:
Triple Nine Society
Mensa
Elite High IQ Society
Profundus High IQ Society
I am also a former member of ISPE. I am certain that
I am forgetting some, but that is what I can think of,
at the moment. At first I joined because, why not. I
now am only involved in TNS and Mensa because
they are more of social clubs. They provide the
greatest opportunity to meet and interact with other
members. That is what I seek. I jokingly refer to TNS
as my support group.
9. Jacobsen: Why should societies simply use
mainstream tests with the highest sigma reach as
the most reliable metrics to measure general
intelligence rather than alternative intelligence
tests?
Sorensen: Because these are the tests applied by
professionals, and are the only ones scientifically
endorsed. Therefore, they are universally recognized,
and their results are indisputable, although they may
have a certain limitation to discriminate excessively
high scores, in case that these exceed the ceiling of
their scales. Nevertheless the aforementioned can be
remedied, and in consequence equally reliable results

are possible to be achieved, through extrapolations by
applying correct mathematical formulas.
Duplantis: Just with youth testing, not all tests are
able to get a clear view of the precise place on the
curve in which someone falls. Seeing as how my
interest primarily falls in the category of
socialization, I would much prefer to be a member of
an organization that has members that are closest to
my sigma. This will allow for greater relatability.
Mensa is a mixed bag of 2+ sigma, but is weighted
heavily in the 2 range. Although I enjoy the youth
division, I find myself leaning more towards TNS for
my personal connections and interactions.
10. Jacobsen: Do you think the profit motive is an
issue with the dozens and dozens of paralyzed,
defunct, and active while limited to online, highIQ societies?
Sorensen: I think it could become an issue.
Duplantis: I am not sure I would necessarily call it
an issue. I am aware it is ever present, as I am a
member of some of those superficial organizations.
Everyone takes their own path and discovers, at some
time, which are useful and which are not.
11. Jacobsen: What do you make of some societies
simply built around a singular personality, idea,
motive, etc., rather than something built more for
the public and the community of people at these
rarer cognitive levels?
Sorensen: Because I think it represents the stubborn
self-centeredness, of some of those who are behind
these societies, since they are unable to look at
anything other than their belly button, and in
consequence they lose sight, of the meaning and
purpose, for which these societies should be built.
Duplantis: Variety is important. Although we are a
smaller group (the high IQ community) there is room
for sects within that have similar characteristics. The
example that comes to mind is the Genius Poet
Society. I am not a member, as you have to not only
have a high IQ, but also be a published poet, which I
am not. I am a hockey player and I relate it to
different leagues. Although we all play the game, we
are separated into skill level. There are some teams
that are even further separated into only veterans or
a specific nationality (Korean).
Appendix I: Footnotes
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is simplicity, for everything is better with “vanilla
flavour.” Perhaps, for this reason, his intellectual
passion is criticism and irony, in the sense of trying
to reveal what “hides behind the mask,” and give
birth to the true. For him, ignorance and knowledge
never “cross paths.” What he likes the most in his
leisure time, is to go for a walk with his wife.

[2] Individual Publication Date: July 22,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/sorensenduplantis-one; Full Issue Publication Date:
September 1, 2020: https://insightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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Abstract
Chef Craig Shelton has over 40 years of experience in science-based cooking and teaching in the hospitality
business. He trained in eight of the world’s greatest restaurants, including “El Bulli”, “Jamin”; “Ma
Maison”, “L’Auberge de l’Ill”, “Le Pré Catelan”, “Bouley”, “Le Bernardin”, and “La Côte Basque. Chef
Shelton has earned countless awards as Chef-Owner of his own restaurants including a James Beard Best
Chef medal, NY Times 4-Stars ratings on four separate occasions, a 5-Star Forbes rating, the Relais &
Châteaux Grand Chef title; and Number One Top Restaurant in America in 2004 from GQ. Mr. Shelton is also
an instructor at Princeton University in the Princeton Environmental Institute, where he teaches a freshman
seminar on the interrelationships between public policy, agriculture, diet-related disease and anthropogenic
climate change. Mr. Shelton began his expertise in this area while an undergraduate of Yale where he earned
his degree in Molecular Biophysics and Biochemistry. He is a co-founder of the think tank, Princeton Center
for Food Studies, the founder of King’s Row Coffee, and a co-founder of Aeon Holistic Agriculture, Inc. He is
recognized as a consummate business consultant with specialization in macro finance. He is known for his
ability to generate excitement in his cooks and instill in them the drive toward excellence by connecting all
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aspects of gastronomy to the larger intellectual landscape – chemistry, ecology, literature, art and human
physiology. His great passions are reading and ocean sailing. His full C.V. can be seen here. More about Aeon
Hospitality, Mountainville Manor, Aeon Holistic Agriculture, Kings Row Coffee, and Princeton Studies
Food (in the hyperlinks provided). He discusses: some family background; adolescence and young adulthood;
undergraduate work; a blue-collar community; an earlier interest in the food industry and hospitality;
expertise required to found companies, businesses, oriented around hospitality and food; and Aeon
Hospitality.
Keywords: Aeon Holistic Agriculture, Aeon Hospitality, chef, Craig Shelton, hospitality, Kings Row Coffee,
Princeton Studies Food.
An Interview with Chef Craig Shelton on Background and Aeon Hospitality (Part One)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: In regards to some
family background, what were some relevant
parts of it – geography, culture, language? What
were some pivotal moments of early life, which
you’ve taken full steam ahead now?
Craig Shelton: I grew up in a little seacoast town in
New Hampshire called Rye Beach. I grew up in
Europe because my mother is French. We did do a lot
of time in France, in particular. We lived in a remote
area, where there’s quite a distance to the next kid of
my age. So, I had a lot of time on my hands–almost
boredom. I had to make use of this myself. One
seminal moment was when one of my aunts, my
father’s sister, decide to study with the Dalai Lama in
Nepal. She gave her complete set of Harvard classics
to me. She sensed that I could use something like
that. I proceeded to read the entire series. For the next
3/4 years, I must have been 12, so, maybe, by the age
of 16, which was an unusual thing for a kid to do. A
little funny story was when I was transferred from
junior high school to high school in Portsmouth (New
Hampshire) High School, public school. They did the
usual sort of standardized testing. Something must
have gone terribly wrong. I was told to go to this
particular English class. They were teaching children
how to spell 3-letter words like “cat” and “dog.”
Now, I was a very reticent child, very obedient. So, I
sat there a puzzled but trusting authority. I do not say
anything for the first few days. After a point, it
seemed obvious to me that something was not right. I
go to the teacher and ask if he is sure3 that I belong
in his class. We get to talking. I am talking to him
about Schopenhauer, Kant, Wittgenstein…
Jacobsen: …[Laughing]…
Shelton: …Aristotle… [Laughing]. He’s like, “Holy
shit. Something must have gone wrong with the
system because you scored ‘off the charts’, so we
thought you were illiterate.” That was a funny
moment. They put me in a different place after that,
which was a little better suited. But I thought it was
funny.

2. Jacobsen: What about adolescence and young
adulthood?
Shelton: I felt somewhat different than most of the
people around me, pretty much all of the people. I
felt it was very necessary to hide my intellect because
you would trigger resentment if you excelled
intellectually. You know what I am trying to say.
Jacobsen: Yes.
Shelton: You try to develop and imitate the
mannerisms, the interests. You pretty much keep the
true inner life to yourself. But it is helpful in that
regard because there wasn’t a gifted program, so you
needed to fit in. I stabbed in the dark trying to find a
haphazard way, to self-educate where the school
curriculum didn’t offer what I needed. I was really
without guidance in the whole thing. My mother, to
her credit, put herself through college and became a
professor at a young age at the University of New
Hampshire in Literature. That really, really helped
me a lot to get exposure to an academic community
and have access to a university library.
3. Jacobsen: What about yourself? What did
pursue in undergraduate work in early
adulthood?
Shelton: No, I wasn’t sure of the options available to
a child in university. It was a normal working-class
type neighbourhood for the most part with a little bit
of middle class, an occasional doctor or something.
So, I was not really exposed to the academic way of
life. You might give a little hint from someone like a
friend of the family who is a doctor, who might
encourage a little. It is still more of a working and
career type of pursuit, e.g., a trade or a profession
like law–but not pure academics. That just wasn’t
part of the community culture at that time.
4. Jacobsen: The idea of living in a blue-collar
community. You are somewhat aware of
academics. However, it is not part of the culture
for the encouragement of it. In that context, you
can get an education, but have a goal of getting a
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job sort of education. It is not the pursuit of
knowledge for knowledge’s sake.
Shelton: Yes, you did not dream of something
academic as a future. For a lot of us in that
community, it seemed aspirational to just to go to
college, like, “Wow! You’re going to college.” It was
a big deal. If you said that you wanted to go to one of
the Ivies, it is not even something that was ever
disclosed. So, the idea of postgraduate education
rarely entered any of our minds. We had the concept
of a doctor and a lawyer. Graduate school seemed
like something for the very well off. I hope I’m not
distorting my memory of it. There were, maybe, 5%
or 10% in the school who were serious students. The
teachers, they were a great lot. They were nice
people. They were earnest. But what was very clear,
there wasn’t a track for gifted people. We just
blended in with everybody else.
5. Jacobsen: Did you have an earlier interest in
the food industry and hospitality?
Shelton: Yes, so early, I was, basically, born into it.
My grandparents from France, my mother’s parents,
opened a restaurant during the occupation, the
German occupation; he was a leader of the resistance.
He died before I was born. I grew up in the summers
and vacations spent in France breathing in the whole
restaurant culture. We would have relatives and
outings, aunts and cousins, who are deep into
gastronomy, deep into wine collecting. In fact, one of
my uncles was the owner of a famous cognac firm,
called Hardy. But it was just our family life. When
my grandmother was done cooking, we would sit
around the big table of the kitchen and laugh a lot and
tell stories. I had a lot of great memories. My mother
had a lot of traumatic memories from the restaurant
life, on the hard life of her mother. She cautioned me
against it. Nonetheless, when I told her I wanted to be
a professional chef, she totally supported the
switch—as did my father.
6. Jacobsen: How did you begin to develop the
expertise required to found companies, businesses,
oriented around hospitality and food?
Shelton: One of the things that I like to point out
about a restaurant is that although it is about the
craft—and the people who love the craft: the
waitstaff, the cooks, the chefs, it is a collection of
craftsmen in their best iterations. But, by the same
token, it is a real business. It has all the same
functional needs of any other business structure. It
needs a Finance division. It should have composed of
different subdivisions: 1) Accounting, 2) MIS
(management information systems), and 3)
Administrative and Compliance. It also needs a

Marketing division, with its three subdivisions: 1)
Research and Advertising, 2) Customer Service
(which measures subjective data), and 3) Sales. The
third Division is Operations and its three subdivisions
are: 1a) FOH (Front of House), 2) BOH (Back of
House), and 3) Property Management. Each of those
subdivisions requires years and years of independent,
unique formation, academic, professional. All of this
is largely ignored in the hospitality profession. I got
my training in the craft in traditional ways. I decided
to study from a good number of the world’s greatest
chefs. I studied 7 or 8 restaurants including the #1 in
the world at the time, which was “Jamin” with Joël
Robuchon in Paris. Le Pré Catalan in Paris, Pastry
form LeNôtre, Les Trois Marches in Versailles,
l’Auberge de l’Ill in Alsace and others. I went to
America and trained up through the standard
formation from the lowest rank at Ma Maison (LA),
Le Chantilly (NYC), to Sous Chef at La Côte Basque
(NYC), and Le Bernardin (NYC), finally to the chef
to cuisine at Bouley (NYC) the number one
restaurant in America and transform it into that for
four years and a half years.
Also, I have also been a very light sleeper for most of
my adult life. No more than a few hours, it gives time
to read approximately one book every two days. I
began this self-education in the world business and
the world of marketing. I went through hundreds of
books towards that MBA type of education. Books on
finance, economics, business theory, leadership,
marketing, guerilla-marketing, service, on wine, on
dietary science, plus a ton of cookbooks. After that, I
opened my own restaurant in a rural area of New
Jersey. It was a very special type of business problem
because, in America, fine dining is predicated on the
ability of city restaurants to do multiple seatings. You
have to think about the fixed costs and the variable
costs. The labour and the overhead are fixed, whether
1 seating, 4 seatings, or 5 seatings per night. When
you can allocate the fixed expense across multiple
seatings, it allows you to reduce the price. So, it is
counter-intuitive. In reality, a Manhattan restaurant
can charge exactly one half of what a rural restaurant
would have to charge to stay afloat because the rural
restaurant only gets a single seating. Of course, rural
restaurants find other ways to stay alive. They
compromise quality and compromise labour in
addition to a bunch of other tricks. But it is never an
apples-to-apples fix. Something gets lost in the
translation. I wasn’t willing to have the compromise
of quality. It was a necessity to stay alive and learn
about all of these things in order to find out where
there might be some areas of opportunity.
That is, where the fundamental first principles of
thinking in the industry might be false and, therefore,
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might allow me to have a competitive edge, for
example, my professional formation and
apprenticeships had every chef in the Western world
had been taught that, “We sear a piece of meat to
lock in the juices.” But I remember from molecular
biophysics and biochemistry training at Yale. That
didn’t make any sense at all. It leads me to discover
that the protein cookery theory was a remnant of the
turn of the century in the 1890s from Escoffier
attempting to use the science of his day articulated by
Justus von Liebig. Unfortunately, most of Liebig’s
ideas at the molecular level turned out to be false. But
because the industry had not shed these false first
assumptions in protein cooking theory, everyone was
using excessive labour that was inefficient while
turning out the substandard product: loss of moisture,
loss of tenderness, and loss of yield.
I believe that I was one of the first chefs in America
to apply both the art form and science at a deep level.
For me, it was the economics of staying alive. It was
easier to train cooks to become competent using a
scientific matrix. We were not using the recondite
vocabulary of advanced biology, chemistry, and
physics. I was using “scientific metaphors.” I was
using the language and metaphors that they could
follow. I would talk about protein like a “string of
pearls”. Each one of those pearls is an amino acid (in
a protein) or a sugar molecule (in a starch). What
happens with heat, or enzymatic action is that the
long string of pearls gets broken down into its
constituent building blocks. This unlocks “hidden
flavour”. I found that by teaching with that basic
scientific matrix, we could get people to a high level
of competence as line cooks in a year; whereas, in a
traditional way, it could take 5 years to attain that
level of competence.
7. Jacobsen: When you’re looking at Aeon
Hospitality, what is the integrative vision there? It
is a multilayered project, of which you’re the
CEO. How are you using the “scientific matrix” to
bring a biophysical approach – in a manner of
speaking – to cooking and hospitality? Which will
be more efficient in the end, though, it is based on
economic survival, need.
Shelton: One of the things that snapped all of this
together to understand me even better. It was when
Iain McGilchrist published The Master and His

Emissary. It covered the lateralization of the human
brain. The idea that we have two different types of
simultaneous cognitions or awarenesses, perceptions.
It uses the metaphor of the bird on the branch and the
earthworm could be his lunch. This is the problem.
How do they eat without being eaten by something
else? So, the brain, even down the most primitive
species, developed this parallel set of brains. One
with the ability of laser focus, logic if you will –
deductive reasoning, even if pre-conscious. The other
has this ambient, omniscient type of awareness,
which doesn’t require codification. We have this
problem. For logic to happen, we must perform
reification. We must use simplifications to perform
the slope calculation to dive down and get the
earthworm. In order for non-complicated math for
everyday living, we have to perform reification or
have to treat beings as if they are objects, as firstorder assumptions; we have to treat systems as if they
are objects.
Then we can do our maths. In the short run for things
like a bird swooping down and catching an
earthworm, it is perfectly valid and reasonable. The
problem, once we build the false first assumptions on
those, then the more rigorously, deeply, and at length
that we cogitate, the more embedded the false
assumptions become and the farther from the truth
that we veer. McGilchrist has validated our approach.
I can summarize, “We shouldn’t be shocked when we
discover extraordinary errors in our institutional
thinking, in the thinking systems of the institutions.
We should expect this as a regular occurrence. It
must happen.” So, that marinates the whole approach.
Almost everybody thinks the easiest way to have a
highly successful business, a highly successful
restaurant or hotel, banqueting facility, in a sphere is
to add something of a genius or remarkable and new.
But in my opinion, that’s the hardest way to improve
a business and risky. It is so much easier to just stop
doing so many stupid little things.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Founder, Aeon Hospitality.
[2] Individual Publication Date: August 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/shelton-one;
Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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Abstract
Dr. Giuseppe Corrente is a Computer Science teacher at Torino University. He earned a Ph.D. in Science and
High Technology – Computer Science in 2013 at Torino University. He has contributed to the World
Intelligence Network’s publication Phenomenon. He discusses: cybersecurity; cybersecurity now; the Fourth
Industrial Revolution; an unstable context of continual technological revolutions grounded in the
advancements of science; this current wave of science and technology; Humanism; traditional religions;
ethics and philosophy; and values.
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An Interview with Giuseppe Corrente on Cybersecurity and Values (Part Seven)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: We live in an era of
immense amounts of information and a
proliferation of different means by which
individual citizens can acquire some semblance of
privacy because of the individual want or need for
a sense of self with oneself and not a sense of self
consistently and always integrated with the
extended self of community and society.
Individuated consciousness is important and
seems like the main drive behind the development
of applications and technologies devoted to
individual privacy. Cybersecurity is the current
wave or reflection of this personal need as human
beings. What is cybersecurity?
Giuseppe Corrente: I think we have to think to
cybersecurity as the transposition in cyberworld of
the security and privacy in physical world. It can be
thought as a need not only of individual, but also of

companies and nations. Furthermore a cyber-attack
can have obviously heavy consequences in the
physical world, also in terms of human lifes.
2. Jacobsen: Why is cybersecurity important now?
Corrente: Now our lives are wholly embedded in the
information and communication technology, and so it
is also for economic production cycles, financial
flows, spatial and military affairs. Each thing, from
strictly personal to worldwide domain, can be
potentially the target of a cyber-attack. It is also of
main importance for governments and politics to find
the correct balance between individual privacy and
rights and social security, this is a very difficult
question and can determine the difference between
the democracy and the tyranny.
3. Jacobsen: With the Fourth Industrial
Revolution, we continue to see human stupidity
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ramped to a new level of incoherence and human
genius brought to new levels of elegance, beauty,
and functionality. What is it?
Corrente: The eternal fight between the Good and
the Evil in one of its aspects. When I study a
technology my aim is to understand it and to become
an expert of it. This is a prerequisite to use it for the
Good, other than for the personal profit, obviously.
4. Jacobsen: How is this simply another wave in
the continual onslaught against human attempts
at stability in an unstable context of continual
technological revolutions grounded in the
advancements of science?
Corrente: The technology is a consequence and an
application of the Science. It is also a mean. It has to
be used for the Good. And above all with
competence. Human errors have caused the main
technological disasters.
5. Jacobsen: Science is one human activity.
Technology, thus, is one application of the human
activity to fulfill human needs, wants, and whims
to one degree or another. Technology and its
functionality continue to show human beings as a
good enough evolved organism with all sorts of
flaws, failings, and foibles, not as some divine plan
or construction but, rather, as an obvious case of a
work-in-progress based on the pressures of
nature. What in this current wave of science and
technology seems to best reflect this now?
Corrente: Theory of evolution by Darwin.
6. Jacobsen: Humanism came with the collapse of
many supernaturalistic claims about the nature of
the world and the theologies and philosophies of
the world have been playing catch-up with science
in a number of ways. However, when we come to
the modern world, human beings, full stop, have
been having difficulty keeping apace with the
information revolutions before us. In a manner of
speaking, if we apply the Positive Disintegration
theoretical framework for understanding higherorder coherence of cognitive architecture – that
which yield more functional and appropriate
comprehension of an organism context and
relation to an environment and other organisms –
in a more general fashion, then the current modes
of operation will lead to continual, and increasing,
calamities of the internal mindscapes of human
beings. We will feel a collapse, a falling away, a
breaking apart, for the development of more
coherent and universalistic senses of self to move
beyond some of the siloed futuristic ideations of
some strands or streams of the humanist ethic and
life stance so characteristic of the world today. I

observe some of this in the universalistic sense of
compassion emergent, a tad, a bit, a whiff, in the
coronavirus responses of peoples all over the
world, which remains a refresh gust of
cosmopolitanism against the ethnic nationalism
characteristic of several countries now. What else
can help move to the world more towards the
cosmopolitan Humanism rather than the
parochial and provincial (statist) Humanism?
Corrente: Using the Smart Working tools for
meetings among distant people ad organizing
periodically these meeting also between group distant
also in life philosophy, interest and ideology.
Communicating.
7. Jacobsen: Following from the previous
question, are traditional religions up to the task
now?
Corrente: A traditional religion can represent an
absolute value for an its credent, or can represent one
of many possible values or points of view for an
extraneous, the very important thing is to not tolerate
the integralism and the intolerance.
8. Jacobsen: Following from two questions ago
and echoing the immediate past question, what
ethics and philosophy can fulfill this task of
creating a more just, equitable, and enlightened
world?
Corrente: A mix of disciplines, scientific values,
religious traditions and the willing to study and to
communicate each other in the sign of tolerance,
knowledge, curiosity and above all respect.
9. Jacobsen: Any technology infusion changes
human beings and, thus, alters human nature. It is
not a question of yes or no, but a matter of degree.
Thus, any proclamations of a human future or a
techno-future/robo-future are either ignorant or
not paying attention. The proposed Singularity is
not a – ahem – singular event, but, rather, an
event on a roll and part of a wider – dare I say –
spiritual advancement of humanity a la Chardin
while without the supernatural, metamaterial,
extranatural non-sense (as in that which can’t be
tested or sensed) and vague speculative theological
musings tied to them. We’re talking about a
comprehensive mastery in general principles of
the natural world leading to technical mastery to
be reflected in the technology for us, followed by a
transformation – all as a ball on a roll gathering
momentum – in the definition of human nature
towards that which incorporates technology.
However, I would consider technology in a much
larger sense in which technology becomes that
which nature does with evolution via natural
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selection (and other selection mechanisms) to
bring about human beings and the technology
constructed by human beings becoming a more
conscious design and selection process, while still
amounting to technology. Our split between
natural and synthetic seems – well – artificial on
this level to me. If we take a larger definition of
“technology” and a cosmopolitan sense of
Humanism, and reconfigure notions of a future
for humans and human values, and a future for
technology and artificial intelligence values, what
makes this Industry 4.0, cybersecurity,
Humanism, and so on, simply a matter of
reframing perspective and adapting oneself and
one’s values in a positive manner to the inevitable
changes incoming and, in turn, to change the
future to the values incorporating of that which
we deem positive, humanistic, now?

Corrente: We can adapt ourselves, or evolve,
together with science and technology. Remaining
ourselves with our values. But in some questions this
is not the point. In few years this is possible, but in
few decades we could redefine the human being
concept itself, and when this will be necessary, I hope
that this will be done by the intellectual and moral
leadership of humanity and not directed by political
and economic or financial interests.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Ph.D. (2013), Science and High Technology –
Computer Science, Torino University.
[2] Individual Publication Date: August 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/correnteseven; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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Abstract
Tor Arne Jørgensen is a member of 50+ high IQ societies, including World Genius Directory, NOUS High IQ
Society, 6N High IQ Society just to name a few. He has several IQ scores above 160+ sd15 among high range
tests like Gift/Gene Verbal, Gift/Gene Numerical of Iakovos Koukas and Lexiq of Soulios. His further
interests are related to intelligence, creativity, education developing regarding gifted students, and his love for
history in general, mainly around the time period of the 19th century to the 20th century. Tor Arne works as
a teacher at high school level with subjects as; History, Religion, and Social Studies. He discusses: societies in
micro as global trends impinge on them; WWII; reportages; the dynamic internal national changes made as
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nations grappled with WWII; the larger players; the smaller players; national ideologies; Russia sacrificed
the most lives; the Russians view the Germans and the Americans; the big national driver bringing the small
states into the larger war efforts; and larger facets and movements within the societies.
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An Interview with Tor Arne Jørgensen on Societies and Global Trends (Part Four)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: For this fourth session,
I want to focus on societies in micro as global
trends impinge on them. When we look at
catastrophically bad international affairs
situations, we come to a large context in which the
individuals who have been devastated, displaced,
or killed through no fault of their own, simply as a
matter of international discourse and political and
military action playing out over time. With some
of the historical principles governing the world
order in mind, these ‘govern’ or guide
international affairs. When we look at the national
contexts, of even small states, what are some of the
impacts on them?
Tor Arne Jørgensen: International implications led
by devaluing imperialism rooted within the
imperative spectrum. How then can this be regarded
as anything less than a regulator narrative notion to
speculate piety within the political sphere?
Furthermore, the schizophrenic belligerence fueled
by the principle of national discontent, regarding the
regular implications of the natural world order.
Disillusioning the imperialist view of one’s uniform
behaviour as an alternate resolution within global
governance, or the lack thereof, to be stated as a
historical fact.
2. Jacobsen: Let’s take WWII, what were some of
the national journalistic reportages like, as the
world was destroying itself?
Jørgensen: The national journalistic reportages
during WWII were mainly twofold, where the first
order of business was aimed towards strengthening
proactive national movement and increasing morale
within the general population; secondly, it was aimed
to create a feeling of confusion and despair within the
hostile enemy states.
3. Jacobsen: How were these reportages biased?
Jørgensen: Through the means of misinformation
and misleading journalism reasoned to strengthen
government control over one’s citizens, and at the
same time deter foreign hostile states.
4. Jacobsen: What have been some of the dynamic
internal national changes made as nations
grappled with WWII?

Jørgensen: During the war effort of WWII the Home
Front became a very big ally, where the general
public was set to help the combatant forces in any
way they could by their direct involvement in the war
efforts. The motto of the nations was at that time «all
hands on deck», this in order to better prepare the
various states for the coming events. The government
involvement was directed towards; rationing, home
defence, and more… Everyone was in some way
helping out in any way they could, in order to defend
his or her constitutional right from being overtaken
and suppressed by any foreign power during WWII.
5. Jacobsen: For the larger players, how were they
attempting to quell dissent within their respective
borders?
Jørgensen: I feel I must narrow the field of
application within the question, which refers to the
origin of the basic proposal, thus addressing the twofaced inclination facilitated by the socialistic
proclamation during the transaction phase of the
Soviet regime during WWII.
A Soviet pictorial construct based on their selfperceived characteristics, thus understood as failed
self-insight of one’s own iconic personification.
Stalin and his paranoia caused the death of so many
of his comrades in arms. Fluctuating consciousness
by a notoriously unstable «commander-in-chief»
whose state of mind is crucial to the incoming
individuals of the state of war. The layout is
meaningful in that this produces the origin’s
predicative internal control.
6. Jacobsen: For the smaller players, how did they
attempt to adapt to the pressures and chaos
ensuing from the fights between the bigger
players?
Jørgensen: By the opt of neutrality, as the pressure
of the larger states hereby mainly the German/Soviet
approach of a hostile takeover in order to increased
land area based on the feudalist power principle.
Small states’ policy to avoid the larger states
conflicts during this time, were explicitly stated by
the self-determined neutrality provisions where they
were strategically important by either geographical or
political elements, were by that fact recognized as
secondary and not of absolute importance by any
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large hostile state by reference to previous scale
conflicts.
7. Jacobsen: How did national ideologies differ in
the context of the larger Allies vs. Axis
commitment differences?
Jørgensen: To remark, the two main differences as
to capitalistic empowerment through the means of
active imperialism, versus the extremist utopian
notion of a new world order governed by fascist
supremacy. I would also like to address, the
ignominious collapse of the nationalist view on the
possibility of absolute world domination by both
accounts. Further the act of regionalism as a
stabilizing counter vector of interrelationship as
regarded by grasping the concept of multilateralism
in the order of globality through consciousness
towards a moral compass directed focused on
internationalism.
8. Jacobsen: Russia sacrificed the most lives in the
midst of the war. How was this the case?
Jørgensen: Stalin «the man of steel» a saviour in his
own eyes, what a joke, this dictatorial murderer, no
better than his arch-enemy the crazed Hitler,
permeated paranoia above everything and everyone.
The turning point of WWII, where Stalin is more
than willing at that time to sacrifice his Red Army to
defend the city that bears his name, Stalingrad; the
city selected by Hitler for just this reason as to
destroy the man of steel and to rip apart the very
foundation of the communist ideology. Stalin was
more than happy to defend his country at all costs
regarding the life of his own people, just as Hitler
did. We will all die before they take us down.
Millions of lives are lost, but as the story goes; yes,
the war is in the defence of Stalingrad and turned the
war effort in the favour of the allies.
9. Jacobsen: How did the Russians view the
Germans and the Americans? Why did they
commit so many lives?
Jørgensen: The relationship between Russia/Soviet
Union and Germany has through history been
betrayed as a turbulent one, or as a better term
«friend or foe», but after the fraudulent betrayal of
Germany/Soviet-pact and the German invasion of
Soviet regarding Operation «Barbarossa» in the
summer months of 1941, the scene was set for Stalin
to destroy Hitler’s Germany by any means possible.
The former German-Soviet non-aggression-pact
made two years before in 1939, was now a thing of
the past.
Ideology: As for both countries (USA, Germany),
and the fear of the «Red Scare» regards to the

communistic movement, Stalin was hell-bent on
communist world domination. This was a direct
threat against American capitalism, and the notion of
national socialism by Germany.
Why did they commit so many lives? I will here
address the invasion of Russia during WWII.
Stalin was caught off guard by Hitler’s invading
forces, and now his beloved country was being
threatened by his former ally, the number of German
soldiers that took part in the German invasion of
Soviets numbered more then 3 million strong. Stalin
scrambled every able body to defend «his» country.
Stalin’s Red Army marched against enemy lines.
Stalin’s tactics were to overwhelm the German forces
by sheer numbers.
If Stalin had not been so adamant in his overspend on
military personnel, he would have been invaded all
the way by German forces. We have to remember
that the German forces were equipped with state-ofthe-art- weapons at that time, and Stalin forces was
using obsolete weapons technology. Also, the
definite mistake Hitler was doing was the same
mistake that Napoleon did some hundred years
before, by not respecting the subarctic Soviet climate,
also overstretching his supply lines and now having
to defend himself (Hitler) on two fronts. The war
fought between Germany and the Soviet was named
the «Great Patriotic War» it lasted 1,418 days, and
cost the lives of around 27 million Russians.
10. Jacobsen: What was the big national driver
bringing the small states into the larger war
efforts?
Jørgensen: Access to territories due to the
establishment of air bases, army depots, also the
element of close strategic positioning to launch an
attack upon a foreign enemy power.
11. Jacobsen: How were larger facets and
movements within the societies destroyed as a
result of the war efforts? How were other
movements, e.g., rights for women, etc., advanced
as a result of the war efforts?
Jørgensen: As a start, the changes in the aftermath of
war on this scale, will often unleash or in many cases
accelerate numerous forces of change, thus within
industry or society alike.
When a large scale impact, one either weakens or
strengthens that nation’s governance. Internal
reforms may spur into social change and political
reform. In short, one forces through a political
revolution within the otherwise traditional
democracy.
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The paradigmatic shift regarding the structural
environment within the various political movements
is taking place. Capitalist upheavals of gigantic
proportions, as the world licks their territorial and
economic wounds. We see the start of a new charter,
based on some of the principles of the previous failed
League of Nation, by the new uninspiring UN human
rights as the predominant global security guarantor
by and for all small and large nations alike.
During WWII, the men were sent off to war and
somebody needed to make sure that the war machine
was going strong, by that I will bring-forth the Rosie
the Riveter movement. The importance of Rosie the
Riveter movement can not be understated and is
viewed as the main turning point for the national
female workforce movement, that paved the path
forward for an all globalized effect, where the status
as a home wife was to be in the transaction from
WWII and forward. The labour-leading rights and

income for a woman were by that in the starting point
of global standardization.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, ISI-Society; Member, Mensa; Grand
Member, Grand IQ Society; Distinguished Member,
THIS.
[2] Individual Publication Date: August 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/jorgensenfour; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Abstract
Andrew Watters is a Member of the World Genius Directory. His website biography states, “I am a
polymath* based in my hometown of San Mateo, California, USA. I have a law degree from U.C. Hastings
College of the Law in San Francisco, a bachelor’s degree from UCLA, and fourteen to twenty years of
professional experience in multiple industries.” You can learn more about him here. He discusses: familial or
personal background; some pivotal moments of life; the savant-ism; law; movie or film; project; some social
difficulties; met others with savant syndrome; some differences; overexcitability; the historical accounts of
those considered geniuses; asynchrony; countries incorporating the gifts and talents of the gifted and talented
into the society in a more functional, compassionate way; issues facing the world; far-right nationalism; the
place of children or the young in society; greater asynchrony; mainstream intelligence tests; alternative tests;
test creators; high-IQ societies; more intermediate takers; the pressures socially on women to conform in
different ways; religion; science; philosophy; ethics; the societies that are extant; economic system; political
philosophy; social philosophy; strongman leadership; certain authoritarian or autocratic societies and the
ways in which they are using technology to suppress their populations; the Steven Pinkerite, and some others
like the late Hans Rosling, view of things; the Trump Administration in general and President Trump in
particular managing or handling the coronavirus pandemic; the threat of Christian nationalism or
Dominionism; the unrest over the longstanding ethnic tensions in the United States; Western Europe; the
United States into the 2020s now; the attitudes of allies of the United States at this time; importance of
intelligence; a non-carbon-based construct; human societies and the image of the human being; if he
welcomes this or not; books, authors, or speakers; the onslaught of science; idea of a personal religious
experience being proof or evidence of a creator or some kind of personal god; arguments for morality; the
Cosmological Argument or the more popular Kalam Cosmological Argument; the Ontological Argument;
outside of Leonardo da Vinci; today; ongoing projects; high-IQ societies are self-annihilating based on the
graveyard of them; and those who do have a lot of gifts, but they aren’t interested in societies built around
cognitive ability.
Keywords: Andrew Watters, asynchrony, Europe, god, high-IQ, overexcitability, religion, United States.
An Interview with Andrew Watters on His Life, Views, and Societies Built Around Intelligence[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*

1 SEPTEMBER 2020 | ISSU 23 | IN-SIGHT | 383
© 2012-2020 In-Sight Publishing. All rights reserved.

ISSN 2369-6885

1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: In terms of familial or
personal background, what are some geographic,
cultural, linguistic, even religious or not?
Andrew Watters: So, English is the native language
from the U.S.A., from California. Cultural
background is traditional, white, middle-class
upbringing [Laughing].
2. Jacobsen: When it came to some pivotal
moments of life, as a highly gifted person, these
can come up in a variety of ways. One can be
formal testing. Another can be parents seeing
various verbal and behavioural proxies early in
life to show more rapid intellectual development.
How did this come about for you in life? Is it in
earlier life? Is it later in life?
Watters: There were several moments in my life that
I experienced that other people in my peer group
didn’t experience. For example, in elementary school,
I would be the kid to always volunteer to answer
questions because I knew the answer, and knew the
answer before everyone else. I would get to the point
with the teacher saying, “Listen, let someone else
answer, because you have answered too many
questions.”
Jacobsen: [Laughing].
Watters: This is from early life. Later in life, I
experienced an illness that left me with a mental
heightened awareness. I believe this is acquired
savant syndrome.
3. Jacobsen: What is the savant-ism direct
towards?
Watters: That’s the thing. It is not expected in
typical savant syndrome. It is more in multiple areas,
e.g., the creative arts and in computer programming,
and in the law practice, and the analytical side, which
I have. I find these things that are easier for me than
for other people.
4. Jacobsen: How have you used them?
Watters: I went a 12-picture motion picture series
called Truth Warrior, which is an original set of 12
screenplays set in a shared cinematic universe. I am
about 80% done with it.
Jacobsen: Congratulations!
Watters: Thanks, it is one example. I have come up
with multiple business ideas, which I am pursuing. It
is an ability, not a disability. I am very happy with
that.
5. Jacobsen: How did it show itself in law?

Watters: In law, it was an awareness of or a
perception of things others didn’t see. The
connections between things that most attorneys
would not see. It was hard at first because I
communicating in a way that other attorneys were not
used to or understand. I was able to bring it around
and then able to communicate with other people.
Also, I was able to use my abilities to further the
interest of my clients.
6. Jacobsen: When it comes to this movie or film
project, what is the basis for it? Why the number
12?
Watters: The number 12 is not significant, but then I
had 2 more ideas. It is an idea that popped into my
head one day. I was not happy with my life. I decided
to write motion pictures.
7. Jacobsen: When you’re taking some of these
creative arts projects, the programming, and the
law, when you’re speaking of the law in a nonstandard way, how does this acquired savant-ism
lead to certain confusions among those who
already have expertise in some of those areas but
notice a proficiency in someone who is speak their
language in a non-standard way? How does this
arise? What are some social difficulties coming
from it?
Watters: There aren’t too many social difficulties
since I am 15 years into it. I am aware of how
lawyers talk to one another. I see things that many
lawyers don’t . It can be challenging because I find
myself assessing different aspects of their
competence or experience, which they’re not used to
being told. That can arise in terms of social
difficulties in the criticism which I, sometimes,
convey to attorneys are not at a level where I feel that
they need to be in terms of social skills or otherwise.
8. Jacobsen: Have you met others with savant
syndrome?
Watters: I don’t know if I have ever met others with
acquired savant syndrome. But I do, however, know
others who are exceptionally gifted and have
difficulties in communicating.
9. Jacobsen: If you take comparisons between 1
sigma above the norm, 3 sigma above the norm,
even 5 sigma above the norm, what do you notice
are some differences in the way that they behave
or speak?
Watters: I notice quite a bit of differences in the
ability to communicate with those who have
exceptional gifts. I know someone who is a local
telecom company owner. She is exceptionally gifted,
but slightly autistic and lacks a certain social
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awareness. But she is really good at making ideas
happen that would be beneficial to the company.
10. Jacobsen: What do you make this phenomena
of overexcitability? Those with the exceptional or
profound gifts do tend to experience emotions in a
similarly heightened fashion, in a similar manner
in which they process information a lot more
deeply, a lot more comprehensively, and faster.
Watters: I think those who have unusual gifts may
correlate with a heightened mood or a heightened
ability to perceive. So, they may be seeing things
normal people may not see. It can magnify what their
reaction is to a particular emotional event or issue.
So, they end up being more reactive and more
unstable in terms of the reaction to what would be
normal to most people.
11. Jacobsen: If you are taking some of the
historical accounts of those considered geniuses by
and large, who stands out to you? Those who have
died.
Watters: A typical polymath who comes out to me is
Leonardo da Vinci who was not well-regarded in his
time and then was well-regarded after the fact. I think
the lack of ability to be accepted by society results in
people who have these abilities being shunned and
isolated or marginalized.
12. Jacobsen: What do you make of asynchrony?
We talked about overexcitability. As you know, it
is someone far ahead of their age group
chronologically in terms of intellectual
development while being right smack on the age
for their emotional age in terms of their
chronological age.
Watters: I think it is a continuing challenge. For
instance, in school, I didn’t fit, in terms of the
advancement or the expected range of skill level
during biological age. So, I felt like I was bored in
normal school. It wasn’t any use to me at the time. It
is a continuing challenge in society.
You have to pick kids who are at the level and select
them for a particular program or advance them
beyond their biological age.
13. Jacobsen: What countries incorporate the gifts
and talents of the gifted and talented into the
society in a more functional, compassionate way
than others?
Watters: My initial impression would be China and
Japan. But that’s a guess. I don’t know their
education systems, but that’s my understanding.
14. Jacobsen: When you look at some of the issues
facing the world now, obviously, anyone can pick

any number of them from any number of areas
because there are many and more problems are
known in addition to being created. What ones
would you mark out as especially important for
folks now?
Watters: Nationalism is a big one. The nationalist
movement and the far-right movements are
devastating or damaging to cohesion for society. It is
a big and important issue to watch out for. What the
child’s and young adult’s role is in society, those
would be my top two: nationalism and young adult
roles/positions in society.
15. Jacobsen: What manifestations of far-right
nationalism most concern you?
Watters: I would say the move towards a nationalist
or a fascist government, and the unbridled patriotism,
e.g., the “Make America Great Again” movement. I
am not criticizing them for patriotism. I am not. It is
more like a dangerous sense of entitlement or ‘we are
the best and deserve the best.’ That sort of thing.
That’s what concerns me.
16. Jacobsen: What about the place of children or
the young in society?
Watters: I think we are burdening children with a
role that they are not responsible for, by make them
responsible for things they can’t control, e.g.,
helicopter parenting. A manifestation of that is
making children grow up before their years and not
letting them be kids.
17. Jacobsen: If we take one step back to
asynchrony, I want to take one step there. Do you
think there is a lot greater asynchrony in boys
than in girls, men than in women?
Watters: I’d say, “No,” because the distribution of
high intelligence. Biologically, there may be a more
significantly increase in men with these abilities, but,
at the same time, women are under different
pressures in society and otherwise. I would say, in
terms of asynchrony, “My tentative would be about
equal in terms of the sexes.”
18. Jacobsen: Which mainstream intelligence tests
do you consider the most reliable?
Watters: Mainstream intelligence tests, iqtest.com
was a good one. It was super accurate for me. It was
confirmed by some professionally administered IQ
tests I had done, recently.
19. Jacobsen: What about alternative tests? What
ones seem, when they are aiming for the highrange areas of intelligence, to tend to bring the
most accurate, realistic measurements for the
individual taking them?
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Watters: My opinion is the Jason Betts tests were
very accurate for me. I felt like I was solving a
significant percentage of the problems. Those were
accurate to the point where they were like the
iqtest.com results. So, I think those are scientifically
valid.
20. Jacobsen: What other test creators impress
you?
Watters: Ronald Hoeflin and Paul Cooijmans. I was
extremely impressed by Paul Cooijmans’s tests. I was
blown away by how hard they were and how accurate
I believed they would be, but I haven’t taken any
professionally. I looked at them, though.
21. Jacobsen: When it comes to some of the issues
of community, if you look at the World
Intelligence Network of Dr. Evangelos Katsioulis
Dr. Manahel Thabet, both of them have produced
repository in a way, or their staff have done this,
of about 84 active societies. Many of those are
defunct or paralyzed or low activity, even though
active. If you look at the Wikipedia entry to highIQ societies, only 5 come out. In order or rarities,
they go from Mensa International to Intertel to
Triple Nine Society to Prometheus Society to
Mega Society. So, what societies seem a safe first
bet for individuals who want to take some tests,
score well, and want to try to make their way in
this niche community of the high-IQ?

There are some common threads in terms of
opinions and attitudinal stances about these
things. Why are more men part of these
communities than women?
Watters: I think men are more interested in proving
themselves and being recognized by other men in
particular as being high achieving. I don’t think
women have as much of a strong drive in that area.
25. Jacobsen: How do you think the pressures
socially on women to conform in different ways,
behave in different ways, which influences how
they think in different ways in contrast to the
pressures on men in addition to some of the innate
biological differences, manifest in the real world
to you?
Watters: I think there is a class of women as smart
as men with gifts and then they’re not encouraged to
manifest them in any fashion. So, I think there is an
equal distribution of IQ among men and women.
There is not a statistically significant different
correlation between men IQ and women IQ. I think
women IQ is a factor of social conformity. There is
not a lack of the need to prove themselves. I think it
is innately more likely that men will be in these
societies and not as common for women to join.
Jacobsen: Bad segue time!
Watters: [Laughing].

Watters: I don’t think there are any appropriate for
first-timers because they are so judgmental and not
welcoming. It is a turn-off in terms of joining them.
At least, I am not aware of any appropriate for firsttime takers.

26. Jacobsen: [Laughing] What is religion to you?

22. Jacobsen: What about more intermediate
takers?

27. Jacobsen: What is science to you?

Watters: Jason Betts with the World Genius
Directory. It is the most welcoming one that I have
seen. That one was appropriate for myself and, I
imagine, a lot of other people. I am not personally
familiar with a lot of other societies that would want
to join. Other than the Prometheus Society and Triple
Nine. None of the tests that I have taken are accepted
by them. So, there’s nothing I can do.

Jacobsen: How so?

Jacobsen: I have heard good things from the
Triple Nine Society.
Watters: Aside from the fact, they don’t accept tests
that I’ve taken.
24. Jacobsen: [Laughing] Also, a person who tends
to be considered the historical genius accepted by
people who I’ve interviewed and a name that has
come up the most has been Leonardo da Vinci.

Watters: Religion is meaningless to me. I have no
organized religion. I am non-practicing at the
moment.
Watters: It is everything.
Watters: I am consumed with a desire for scientific
truth. I want to know the answers. That’s why
sciendce is inherently better for me than religion.
28. Jacobsen: What do you make of philosophy?
Watters: I think philosophy is important in some
respects. I think it is less meaningful than science
because it doesn’t provide answers. It is debating the
questions and what they mean.
29. Jacobsen: What do you make of ethics?
Watters: I think it differs based on people and what
they believe is appropriate behaviour or not. I think
the law in particular is a better measure than ethics
because ethics are variable.
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30. Jacobsen: If you take the societies that are
extant, and if you take out the commonalities, or
take out the things that are not common to get the
commonalities, what do you think are some
universalistic ethics or morals coming from the
law?
Watters: I think it is what advances your own
interest while not disadvantaging anyone else, which
is what the law is. Things that we don’t think are
reasonable risks. We have laws against. Things that
we think are reasonable risks. We have rewards for
and incentives for. I think it is the Golden Rule and
self-interest. I think the self-interested Golden Rule is
the most optimal.
31. Jacobsen: What economic system makes the
most sense to you?
Watters: I think capitalism with a safety net.
32. Jacobsen: What political philosophy makes the
most sense to you?
Watters: Centrism.
33. Jacobsen: What social philosophy makes the
most sense to you?
Watters: Liberal societies where people can do
whatever they want as long as they are not infringing
on other people’s rights.
34. Jacobsen: What do you make of leaders like Xi
Jinping, Vladimir Putin, Donald Trump, and
others similar to his cohort of – what has been
termed – strongman leadership?
Watters: I am totally against strong man leadership.
I think people like Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin
have personality disorders and should not be in the
positions that they’re in.
35. Jacobsen: What do you make of certain
authoritarian or autocratic societies and the ways
in which they are using technology to suppress
their populations? Do you think in the long term
the populations will win out over this or that this
is simply a losing game for the population?
Watters: I think in China the Communist Party is
extremely powerful and the technology is behind
them; it’s hopeless for them. So, my hope is that the
more Westernized societies where there is more
individual freedom will come out on top in terms of
the political ideology that is best rewarded moving
forward.
36. Jacobsen: Do you agree with the Steven
Pinkerite, and some others like the late Hans
Rosling, view of things in general for the last few
centuries have been getting better while having a

buttress against the view when it’s not entirely
pollyannaish? It is taking trendlines of improved
level of wellbeing, more democracies, status of
human rights, etc., for human beings in human
societies.
Watters: I think across any dimension or measure,
life is getting better overall. The issue is the
negativity is greater overall with the internet, social
media, etc., where anyone can access anyone else at
any time. There is a false notion of things getting
worse when they are getting better overall.
37. Jacobsen: How is the Trump Administration
in general and President Trump in particular
managing or handling the coronavirus pandemic?
Watters: Badly, I think there could be a lot more that
could be done. They could listen to the scientists and
the CDC and implementing recommendations rather
than looking at what people want or don’t want.
38. Jacobsen: What do you consider the threat of
Christian nationalism or Dominionism in the
United States now?
Watters: I would say this is a 5 or a 6 on the threat
level.
39. Jacobsen: What would you consider higher
within the nation?
Watters: Political polarization, I put that as a 9.
40. Jacobsen: What would be a 10?
Watters: Armed revolution.
41. Jacobsen: [Laughing] What do you think
would be some of the unrest over the longstanding
ethnic tensions in the United States? What do you
make of some of the reconciliatory efforts being
made now?
Watters: I think the politicians in Washington have a
distorted view of society and are putting forth
measures that are popular and not necessarily right.
This one issue where I lean towards the Trump
Administration on, which is an exception. Violent
protests are inexcusable and be met with restrictive
force rather than kowtowing to the wishes of the
mob. On the other hand, I think the legislation of the
Democrats, where they’re trying to redress some of
the grievances expressed in legitimate.
I think the Constitution is right in this case, where
people can peaceful protest for redress of greivances.
When they become violent, that’s when the law
intervenes.
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42. Jacobsen: Looking externally to Western
Europe, what do you make of the 2020s in the
future with the further unrest there as well?
Watters: Nationalism to the European Union, it is a
challenge into the 2020s. They’re fragmented
because there is no sense of unity, shared culture, or
identity, other than being European. Being European
is not in itself an identity, because they all these
different countries with the different cultural groups,
I think the European Union does not have as strong
of a future as the United States for example.
43. Jacobsen: What do you think is the trajectory
for the United States into the 2020s now?
Watters: I think large population growth – 400
million or so people in 20 years. I think there could
an improvement in terms of the national unity in the
U.S. when faced with a Russia or a China that is
authoritarian and unstable.
44. Jacobsen: What do you think about some of
the attitudes of allies of the United States at this
time? Do you think if there was a much, much
stronger national threat to the United States
internationally that they would have a sufficient
number of allies who would make national
sacrifices in terms of resources and resolve for the
United States in such a crisis?
Watters: I see that happening. So, I would agree
with that.
45. Jacobsen: The importance of intelligence has
declined over time in the United States in some
ways. In that, a lot of parents used to be looking
out for their kid being a genius. It was the culture
of looking for excellence in that manner. What do
you make of the some of the trajectory of some of
the last few decades in terms of the emphasis on
standardized testing, a decline in it, as well as a
lessened in importance or emphasis culturally on
the notion of genius in the United States?
Watters: I think a couple of factors there. It is the
struggle between nation-states for parity. So, you
have America and Russia, for example, with a near
parity of military ability on both sides. It is not
because we have lagged. It is just because the
Russians have gotten better over the last 20 years. In
terms of intelligence, I don’t think it is an issue of
people getting dumber. I think it is an issue of people
gaming a higher level of intelligence and becoming
smarter.
So, there’s less specialness for the geniuses who are
out there because the regular people are getting
better.

46. Jacobsen: Do you think human forms of
information processing and feeling, and even
behaviour and moving, can be artificially
reconstructed in another construct, in a noncarbon-based construct?
Watters: Yes, I think artificial intelligence will
happen. For example, I think the transformers,
artificially intelligence robots, will happen in the next
couple decades in my opinion.
47. Jacobsen: What do you think will be the
impact on human societies and the image of the
human being?
Watters: I think society will be completely reorganized in some fashion. There is not a bright
future ahead for biological life once the artificial
intelligence is available.
48. Jacobsen: Do you welcome it or not?
Watters: I welcome a transhuman option, so those
who are biologically based now, i.e., everyone, will
have the option to transition to some form of future
life, whether Neuralink or some augmentation. I think
it will happen sometime within my lifetime.
49. Jacobsen: Any recommended books, authors,
or speakers?
Watters: There’s a book called Novoscene by James
Lovelock. He says the biological life and artificial
intelligences will have a shared interest in the
biosphere. So, it will be an alliance between AI and
humans. I haven’t read it. It looks interesting. I can’t
wait to check it out. James Lovelock is a great
thinker. Stephen Wolfram is a great mathematician.
Robin Hanson is a great columnist. These are
all thinkers who I have interacted with or read, and
enjoy their views.
50. Jacobsen: What explanations of the world do
you consider completely out of the question given
the advancement and the onslaught of science at
this time?
Watters: I’d say the place for organized religion is
over. It is no longer going to be important in society.
People will turn to science and answers with certainty
into the future.
51. Jacobsen: Let’s take a step back to the
emphasis on natural philosophical worldview, it is
a scientific frame of mind looking at operational,
functional truths about the world. There are
people still running around going on debates,
writing books, making a good living making
traditional arguments for either a religious god or
some kind of non-anthropomorphic amorphous
god. Some of the arguments coming forward. The
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idea of a personal religious experience being proof
or evidence of a creator or some kind of personal
god. What would you consider a reasonable
response to those kinds of arguments?
Watters: That is totally false and a subjective
experience depending entirely on a person’s reaction
in their min to something that they believe that they
experience. Those are not true and never happen.
That’s my view.
52. Jacobsen: What do you think of arguments for
morality only possible through a god and then you
have a transcendent object? Any good can only
come through this transcendent object. Therefore,
any good for people can come from some
personally moral object.
Watters: I disagree with the view that there is a
perfect object out there giving us these laws like the
law giver or whatever. When you look down to it,
any law or morality is inherently based on the Golden
Rule and the inherent benefit to each party in the
transaction. So, anything can be reduced to this level.
I don’t think there is any room in science or in the
future for a god endowing people with inalienable
rights or anything else.
53. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on the Cosmological
Argument or the more popular Kalam
Cosmological Argument? There was a start.
Therefore, there must be a starter.
Watters: I, definitely, support the idea of there being
a divine being. But I think it is an impersonal being. I
think it is more likely that the universe is created
through random processes and scientific reasoning
has the answers and not a personal god.
54. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on the Ontological
Argument? This one has to do with the fact that
you can conceive of a perfect being is one step.
Then you have the idea that the premise or trait,
attribute, of existence is something that would
make a being more perfect. Therefore, if a perfect
being can exist in your mind, then it’s only natural
to assume that a perfect being must exist in reality
because that would then, therefore, make it both a
conceivable and then an actual object. Something
like that.
Watters: I totally understand that. Here’s my thought
on it. I can conceive of a perfect mountain or apple in
my mind. They are not existing. They do not exist in
the real world. By the same logic, the same thing
with the perfect god in my mind does not exist in the
real world. It exists in a Platonic realm, which is
unreal. Nothing unreal exists.

55. Jacobsen: Going back to some of the historical
questions, who outside of Leonardo da Vinci truly
impresses you or who has impressed people who
you respect with regards to their writing,
mathematical ability, or philosophizing?
Watters: Michelangelo is a classic one. Albert
Einstein, Pliny the Elder, the historical figures who
are great, Nikola Tesla. They are the ones who
impress me.
56. Jacobsen: Any who impress you today?
Watters Elon Musk is one. In terms of scientists,
John Carmack, he’s not a scientists, but he’s
programmer. But still, he is a super impressive
person and really brilliant. I would qualify him as a
scientist because any other society or age; he would
have been a scientist rather than a computer
programmer. Those are a few off the top of my head.
57. Jacobsen: Any ongoing projects now?
Watters: I have a computer project ongoing, which
is a delivery platform for professional service firms
and a project management tool. I am doing web
application for that, which has been going very well.
I am also chief legal officer at a telecom company. It
is going very well. I have multiple side projects in the
creative arts.
58. Jacobsen: Now, do you think the high-IQ
societies are self-annihilating based on the
graveyard of them?
Watters: It would be great to have someone come
and take ownership of the ones who have potential
and say, “Hey, you have heard from us in a while.
This is the such-and-such society.”
59. Jacobsen: For those who do have a lot of gifts,
but they aren’t interested in societies built around
cognitive ability, they’re interested in societies.
How should they channel those interests to limit
the search range?
Watters: Facebook groups are good mass market
solutions. I would suggest a newsletter or some selfidentifying group which has a newsletter to engage
people who have abilities to get them to participate.
Because the days of LinkedIn being useful for
professional networking or something like this are
over. It is going to take someone who wants to be
involved to be interested in this and then to join.
60. Jacobsen: Thank you for the opportunity and
your time, Andrew.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, World Genius Directory.
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[2] Individual Publication Date: August 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/watters;
Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical

development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Abstract
Adeline Sede Kamga is the Founder/CEO of FabAfriq Media Group, a Creative and Innovative Marketing
and communication agency with offices in the UK and Cameroon operating both in Europe and Africa. A
change leader and inspirational speaker with over fifteen years of experience. She has expertise working
across different areas in the corporate, business and community world. She is committed to delivering quality
projects in Corporate PR and Communications, Change management, Executive Coaching. She has a BA in
Corporate Communications, MA in Human Resource Management at Coventry University UK and
professional qualifications such as CIPD, PRINCE2 & Dip in Business Administration. Adeline is an expert
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in Corporate communications and PR, including digital communication and eventing. As a trained executive
coach, she has worked with blue chip companies from varied sectors, helping them gain visibility across
Africa and the rest of the world. Her previous experience in HR, gave her hands-on experience working in
different HR projects with one of the largest employers in Europe (Birmingham City Council) &
subsequently as a consultant. Amongst some of her expertise are change management, People Management, T
& D and Strategic HR. She has led on many strategic and restructuring projects, leading to successful change
management system & implementations. Adeline is also a founding member of FEPPSAC (Women editors of
Central Africa), a UN Central Africa Office initiative to work with women in the print magazine industry.
This group seeks to help drive the United Nations mandate of women, peace and security in Central Africa.
She is dynamic, innovative, and tenacious. Gifted with a sharp mind and innate ability to connect with others
and an insatiable thirst for excellence. In 2016, Adeline launched a Pan Excellence In People Management
initiative for change called The Corporate Awards & The Corporate Women in Leadership program. Adeline
invests in inspiring and empowering young leaders through speaking engagements and mentoring programs.
She is married to a very supportive husband and has 3 kids. adeline.sede@fabafriq.com. She discusses: the
common problems of women around the world; specifically African-based women’s issues now; the 2010s;
the 2020s; the various companies and collaborators; the LGBTI community; religion; increase the good and
decrease the bad manifestations of religious faith when it comes to the inculcation of more fair, just, and
equitable societies for all; the next big projects; recently relaunched publishing efforts; and authors, books,
or organizations.
Keywords: Adeline Sede Kamga, Africa, FabAfriq, women’s rights.
An Interview with Adeline Sede Kamga on Women’s Rights in Africa: CEO, FabAfriq Media Group[1],[2]
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Obviously, standing as
an outstanding woman in different countries will
have different levels of difficulty in the ways in
which there are problems for the respective
women, while, at the same time, we will see some
commonalities. What do you see as the common
problems of women around the world?
Adeline Sede Kamga: Gender inequality has been a
major concern for women around the world. The lack
of women in positions of decision making clearly
shows that more women need to be given the
opportunity to influence policies. It has been a
historic movement for women since Beijing as it is
no longer uncommon for women to run businesses or
hold job titles in the upper ranks of management.
Many women also do jobs that are traditionally male
dominated. For all the progress that has been made,
we still see some common problems women face
even though more subtle than before, but still make
appearances in all parts of society, from education
and the workforce to the media and politics.
Access to education and healthcare is at the top of my
list, purely because these two are the base. Once we
are educated and in good health, we can do anything
we truly set our minds to. The right to have logistical
protection over violence, rape, abuse – the list is
endless. We can easily eradicate some societal issues
faced by women if we are educated and empowered
to make decisions that affect us directly. Just to add
to the list, I will say women face gender-based
violence, abuse, gender pay gaps and restrictive

reproductive rights. Moreover, there is still gender
equality, female genital mutilation, economic &
financial empowerment, the power of the women’s
vote & lack of opportunities to influence policies
concerning them directly.
2. Jacobsen: What do you see as some of the more
specifically African-based women’s issues now?
Kamga: Africa has an overly complex social,
economic, and political patterns, with a clear
difference between the rich and the poor. There are
issues related to deep-rooted poverty, harmful
traditional practices, restrictive laws, and social
attitudes which continue to affect African women. Of
Course, we can state that most women feel there is a
lack of respect, promotion, protection, and fulfilment
of human rights when it comes to women. Please
note that my list is not exhaustive, you can
comfortably add these to the ones listed on the global
issues affecting women around the world.
3. Jacobsen: When you reflect on the 2010s, what
were the most significant areas of improvement
and decline for African women?
Kamga: In December 2008, a proposal for an Africa
Women’s Decade (2010- 2020) was initiated by the
African Union (AU) Ministers for Gender and
Women Affairs at their meeting held in Maseru,
Lesotho. The idea was adopted in February 2009 by
the AU at the 12th Ordinary Summit of Heads of
State and Government, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
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This was adopted and took a fast pace to
implementation.
According to the African Women Decade report
published by Make Every Woman Count, the UN,
World Economic Forum, and other organisations
have recorded an improvement in standards. There
has been some improvement in Education with
Seychelles, Swaziland, and Ethiopian topping the
chart with more than 90% of achieving their
Decade’s goals. While Cameroon, Rwanda, Kenya
and South Africa and others have seen an increase in
Economic Empowerment. There has not been a
recorded decline that I can talk about, but I guess we
should stick on the positives
4. Jacobsen: Looking ahead to the 2020s, what will
be the most significant issues facing women?
Kamga: Owning their space! Women give excuses
more than men. A few % of women own their
success and talk about it. This is a big issue as far as I
am concerned because it does not foster an
environment where younger women can learn from.
Role modelling is very important, and I feel we are
not doing enough. Also, if most of the issues
mentioned above are not addressed correctly, then we
will be pointing out the same issues. However, there
has been a rise in the number of platforms
encouraging women to take control of their socioeconomic stand in the community and we are
counting on such.
5. Jacobsen: How are the various companies and
collaborators for you working on these specific
issues now?
Kamga: We launched the corporate women in
Leadership initiative to help corporates deal with
such issues affecting women at work. Most of our
clients have collaborated beyond measures and we
are quite pleased to see more corporations joining
their voices to these. Prudential Beneficial Insurance
Cameroon for example, has assigned some of its
female staff to speak on our panel and mentor
younger women towards achieving their goals.
Others have even initiated internal associations such
as Ecobank Cameroon which created an association
of Ecobank Women to help support each other. We
also partnered with the UN to use our platform to
drive Peace and security in the community and this
theme is very popular during our events. So far, I
think both corporate and the public sectors are
working alongside to create a much more conducive
environment for women. However, I think women in
politics are not encouraged enough and they should
work towards this as well.

6. Jacobsen: What about the LGBTI community,
as stipulated by the UN LGBTI Core Group? The
L, B, T, and I community of women who are
having a difficult time in Africa. What is being
done to help these minority sub-demographics
deal with their specific issues?
Kamga: Unfortunately, LGBTI is not an area of
discussion in most African countries. While South
Africa, St Helene and a few others have given this a
legal status most African countries are still to come to
terms about sexual orientation.
7. Jacobsen: Religion is important to many
Africans. How is religion a force for good at times
in Africa? How is religion a force for bad at times
in Africa?
Kamga: With regards to good or bad, religion is
individualistic. Meaning everyone has a right to their
opinion and just like in the western world, no one
forces, or obliges anyone to be religious. However,
we can all confirm the importance of religion because
it creates a safer and much calmer environment with
regards to how people behave or act during certain
circumstances. It is in line with this that I can state
that religion is a force when a community needs to
come together to achieve a certain level of peace,
security, goodwill and more. The church is most
often seen as a sanctuary, where people take their
personal challenges to be resolved and this has a
world for many.
For bad, religion has become a huge business
opportunity for most. The rate of unemployment in
Africa is high, so anyone who is eloquent and fluent
with words can set up a church purely to extort.
There are many men of God who have amassed
wealth from the community. Most people have been
blindfolded that separating the good from the bad is
hard. Most recently, a young lady was raped and
killed in a church in Nigeria This also might mean
some churches are involved in occult or bad
practices.
But then again Scott, as mentioned, I can only give
my opinion with regards to what I believe, not what
is fact! What might be good to me, might be bad to
the other and vice versa.
8. Jacobsen: How can we increase the good and
decrease the bad manifestations of religious faith
when it comes to the inculcation of more fair, just,
and equitable societies for all?
Unfortunately, religion is a very sensitive topic in
Africa and most Africans believe that salvation is
personal. When we talk of GOOD here, I am looking
at what is good for me. With regards to what is good
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for the other I can truly not give much of an opinion.
In order to have a better society, we should establish
what is good and what is bad. There is so much going
on now that we feel we are not in control of our lives
anymore.
However, there are chapters in the bible that explain
what is required from everyone to live Good. With
regards to bad manifestations, I would like to focus
on practices. We should focus on the scriptures to
increase the good. We should look at implications on
others before we react, we should wear people’s
shoes to see where they pinch. By putting ourselves
in the other’s position, we can easily determine what
to do and what not to do. So, it is advisable for
people to time and understand the bible.
The government should also put in place rules and
regulations around some religious practices. Of
Course, they should have clear facts, evidence, and
standards.
There are some religious practices that incite hate and
discrimination. First of all, there are a lot of churches
in Africa and this influences the religious orientation
of others. People should be educated on how to be in
control of what affects their lives. Awareness of fake
practices should be raised, and perpetrators should be
punished by law.

gathered from our 5 years of running The Corporate
Awards: Celebrating Excellence in People
Management. Report will focus on our findings and
recommendations will be provided at the end.
10. Jacobsen: What have been some of the
recently relaunched publishing efforts by you?
Kamga: We recently relaunched FabAfriq Magazine.
We are also in the process of launching our Web App
for news items. We are exhausted but truly looking
forward.
11. Jacobsen: Any recommendations authors,
books, or organizations for the audience here
today?
Kamga: Yes, I would like to recommend a
remarkably interesting book on Leadership and
Religion. This is written by a priest and it might be
interesting to interview him. Our readers should
definitely check
out https://www.amazon.co.uk/PhilosophyHistory-Challenge-AfricanThinker/dp/6202304200 and thank me later.
12. Jacobsen: Thank you for the opportunity and
your time, Adeline.
Kamga: The pleasure is all mine.
Appendix I: Footnotes

9. Jacobsen: What are the next big projects for
you?

[1] CEO, FabAfriq Media Group.

Kamga: Our next big project is our 10th anniversary
celebration. We have had to put it on hold because of
COVID but we’ll pick up for next year. We are also
working on our blueprint which will contain research

[2] Individual Publication Date: August 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/kamga; Full
Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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An Interview with Charles Peden on the Glia Society and High-IQ Societies (Part Two)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: When we’re looking at
high-IQ societies, what are some areas for
improvement?
Charles Peden: Religions have group services at
regular intervals that reinforce their beliefs. The
periodic meetings also serve to reinforce the social
cohesion amongst the members. Religions also have
written guidance that serves to allow the disparate
members to function as a group and leverage their
influence throughout the world and within their local
communities. I think there is much that can be
learned from such functions which may increase the
interest in, and influence of, high I.Q. societies. But I
have no detailed plan.
The journal Thoth is a form of periodic reinforcement
as is the GliaWebNews.

2. Jacobsen: Why do most of the high-IQ societies
seem to congregate online more than in-person?
Peden: People who have a specialized interest in
high-range I.Q. testing seem to be randomly
interspersed throughout the world. Of course, the
internet allows people with specialized interests to
unite virtually, irrespective of how they are separated
physically. In my case, I do not personally know
anyone who has qualified for a high I.Q. society, so
the only fellowship I get to experience from my
achievement is through online connections.
3. Jacobsen: Why is there such a turnover in the
number of high-IQ societies? Many either defunct,
in limbo, or functioning merely as branding cover
for a personality, a theory, or as a parody on the
whole notion of super-high-IQs and accurate
measurements at those levels.
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Peden: There seems to be no shortage of intentions
in the world. I personally have a vast reserve of good
intentions, so I recognize them when I see them.
What is truly remarkable and valuable is the grind of
keeping one’s self on track, even when one’s
glamorous expectations begin to ‘moo’.

9. Jacobsen: How did you qualify for the Glia
Society?

4. Jacobsen: What tends to be the ethical leanings
and political orientations of these high-IQ
societies, e.g., democratic, authoritarian, or
anarchic?

Peden: There is the journal of the Glia Society which
is called “Thoth”. There is also a future Grail Society
member who has been in contact with Paul
Cooijmans who is also called Thoth. I think “Thoth”
was also an ancient Egyptian god.

Peden: I am not so familiar with other high I.Q.
societies outside of the Glia Society. But I haven’t
noticed any sort of thematic political connection
amongst famous (to me) high I.Q. celebrities (i.e.,
Scott Adams, Rick Rosner, Jamie Loftus, James
Woods, The Amazing Randi, etc.).
5. Jacobsen: Out of those forms of ethical leanings
and political orientations, what one seem to bring
out the best behaviour and community
construction for the high-range?
Peden: I don’t know if I am projecting, but to me it
appears that high-range people seem very kind in
general. It’s as if they see others as deserving of
kindness and respect unless the others do something
to violate that right.
6. Jacobsen: What is the Glia Society?
Peden: It is a community created to reward aspiring
individuals for pushing themselves to attain the
standard required for admission. This concept has
roots that seem ubiquitous throughout tribal cultures
worldwide. The main difference being that the Glia
Society has rites of passage that are based on
contemporary measurements of intelligence.
7. Jacobsen: Why is the Glia Society focused on
Europe?
Peden: The quiet truth is the ‘Mecca’ of the Glia
Society springs from the Netherlandic town of
Lieshout — Paul Cooijmans’s home town. The
growth extends outward from there, but I don’t think
of it as being ‘focused’ on Europe. Society members
are worldwide.
8. Jacobsen: When did you join the group?
Peden: I believe I qualified in 2014 and joined soon
after qualifying.

Peden: I achieved a qualifying score on the Cartoons
of Shock I.Q. test.
10. Jacobsen: What is Thoth?

11. Jacobsen: Have you contributed to it?
Peden: I have made contributions to the journal
Thoth since before I became a member. It is not
required to be a member of the Glia Society before
making contributions to the society’s journal.
12. Jacobsen: I love the phrase “A
Megalomaniac’s Waterloo” by Cooijmans. It is
the coda on the separating of the wheat from the
chaff of the high-range. Many come to these tests
thinking rather highly of their innate gifts, which
seem apparent while not as high as assumed by
them. How would you describe the world of the
high-range?
Peden: High-range I.Q. results can play havoc with
one’s ego. I think it is helpful to realize that
intelligence appears most pronounced in the context
of novel situations. But intelligence can seem inferior
when one is among those with more experience.
Intelligence is an ability that can have an enhancing
effect on what one does, including the stories one
tells themselves of how valuable they are.
13. Jacobsen: Why did you join the high-IQ
community in the first place?
Peden: Life can be difficult and sometimes finding a
niche where one is good enough can be very
validating. Joining a high I.Q. community has
become my shield against life’s many ‘demons’ of
ostracism.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, Glia Society.
[2] Individual Publication Date: August 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/peden-two;
Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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An Interview with Anas El-Husseini on Background, Test Scores, and Views (Part One)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: When you were
growing up, what were some of the prominent
family stories being told over time?

2. Jacobsen: Have these stories helped provide a
sense of an extended self or a sense of the family
legacy?

Anas El Husseini: I was born in a big city (big
relatively to the size of the country), and people in
the cities here seem less interested to talk about
family ancestors or carry on with family legacies. At
least, that’s how it was in the last century or so.
People originating from villages or small towns, on
the other hand, are usually very proud and attached to
their ancestral legacy, and they hang onto it even
when they move to bigger cities. As a result, and
despite the fact that I belong to branch of a large
family, I do not know much about my direct ancestor
history, except for some random memories narrated
sometimes by the elders of the family.

El Husseini: Not family stories themselves for the
reason explained before, but stories coming from
classic literature (especially eastern literature) have
often played a role in emphasizing moral traits and
pointing out good and bad personal traits for me.
3. Jacobsen: What was the family background,
e.g., geography, culture, language, and religion or
lack thereof?
El Husseini: I live in Tripoli, a city located on the
eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea, and the
second largest city in Lebanon. Lebanon is small
country in the Middle East. It is famous for its
richness of historical heritage, variety of climates
(there is an hour or so by car between the sea and the
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snowy mountains), and diversity of religious and
non-religious beliefs. Where I live, the climate is
moderate to hot, the official spoken language is the
Arabic language (although most people can speak or
understand a bit of French or English), and about
90% of the city inhabitants are Muslims, the rest
being mostly Christians. Neighboring towns and
cities have different distributions of Muslims and
Christians (the 2 major religions in Lebanon), if we
disregard the different sects that derive from each
religion and exist in this country as well.
4. Jacobsen: How was the experience with peers
and schoolmates as a child and an adolescent?
El Husseini: In the years of childhood and
adolescence, I had many friends but only so few (and
sometimes none) close friends or real friends.
Although I considered my relationship was good with
most my schoolmates, I was surprised to find out
later that my good sentiments towards the others
were sometimes not reciprocated. One fellow student
once told me that he did not like me because I am the
favorite student to the teachers. Others would swap
their friendships with me and a rival schoolmate
depending on whoever they’re currently allied with
and is more useful to them.
5. Jacobsen: What is the purpose of intelligence
tests to you?
El Husseini: They were initially mental challenges,
which I often used to seek out since I was young in
the form of puzzles and games first. Later on, they
became a gateway to find highly intelligent people
and enter a world private to them.
6. Jacobsen: When was high intelligence
discovered for you?
El Husseini: When I was 10 years old, I was enrolled
in a summer school specialized for students with high
grades. We had been submitted to a test of unknown
nature to me at the time, and we were asked to
answer as much questions as we can. I knew later it
was an I.Q. test (I don’t currently remember any of
the questions so I don’t know the test name). I was
the second top scorer then, but they informed me that
my score is relatively higher than the top scorer since
I was 4 years older than him.
7. Jacobsen: When you think of the ways in which
the geniuses of have either been mocked, vilified,
and condemned if not killed, or praised, flattered,
platformed, and revered, what seems like the
reason for the extreme reactions to and treatment
of geniuses? Many alive today seem camera shy –
many, not all.

El Husseini: Most geniuses seem to be introverts,
which explains why they are camera shy, but that’s
the minor reason. Geniuses often don’t blend well in
their surroundings. They can be misunderstood, too
fast for the others, have “weird” likings/dislikings,
etc. On the other hand, the outside world (other
people) in the eyes of the genius is often illogical and
contradictory. This creates a wall of isolation, and the
more the genius tries to apply his logic outside the
more this wall thickens, and conflicts sure come
after. We see a lot of geniuses recognized only after
deaths, because during their lifetimes, they were
either ignored or fought by those carry envy or
ignorance.
8. Jacobsen: Who seem like the greatest geniuses
in history to you?
El Husseini: There are so many whom I consider
great geniuses in history. Leonardo Da Vinci is one
of them for reasons too obvious to explain. Another
genius is probably one of the less known to the
readers of those lines, Ibn Taymiyyah. He lived in the
13th-14th century A.D., and was a Muslim scholar
who, aside from his vast knowledge in all
contemporary religions, was also a logician, a
philosopher, a judge, a linguistic, a prolific writer,
and many other things. He was well ahead of his time
and one can hardly find a type of science that Ibn
Taymiyyah had not had his share of knowledge from.
He was imprisoned more than once because of his
teachings and writings that were not to the likings to
his contemporary scholars. Some of his rivals who
were close to the ruler then, so they conspired against
him which led to his imprisonment. He died in his
prison, but the whole city accompanied his funeral to
the graveyard, except for three people who were the
cause of his incarceration.
9. Jacobsen: What differentiates a genius from a
profoundly intelligent person?
El Husseini: I am not an expert in the high
intelligence terminology, but I find no unified
definition for the term “Genius”. There are
definitions that are very loose, and others with so
much constraints that they exclude people who could
be considered geniuses. I consider that the genius
traits depicted in Paul Cooijmans articles about the
Genius are very accurate and comprehensive,
although I do not agree with him on some of them. I
do not consider the ethical traits are required for one
to be considered a genius. Unethical and evil
geniuses can exist, and there are geniuses who turned
from unethical to ethical during their lifetimes, and
that’s found both in history and in the present time. A
genius is born genius, but his ethical compass may
not be always fixed at birth. One of the major
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influences on the ethical compass of a genius is
ironically one of the traits that are remarked in
geniuses: the strong ego. A strong ego can result
sometimes in envy, arrogance and even a denial of
the truth. Any of those traits can the downfall of
personal ethics. That being said, another way to
distinguish a genius from a profoundly intelligent is
the effect of his/her works on the outside world. An
intelligent person will soon cease to exist after his
death, but a genius will be immortalized by the
sparkling traces that he/she left behind.
10. Jacobsen: What have been some work
experiences and educational certifications for
you?
El Husseini: My educational certifications include
some in the fields of programming, networking,
linguistics, calligraphy and other stuff. My work
experiences consist of teaching, developing computer
and mobile software, and various IT skills.
11. Jacobsen: What are some of the more
important aspects of the idea of the gifted and
geniuses? Those myths that pervade the cultures
of the world. What are those myths? What truths
dispel them?
El Husseini: People often confuse the notation of
genius with that of a successful man. A genius may
not be always able to convince others with his ways
or thinkings, let alone reach a financial success out of
them. On the other hand, the success achieved by
persons whom people call “geniuses”, are often built
on the sweat of others, or on the results of unethical
conducts. Moreover, some of those so-called
geniuses may have just bought the credit of the work
with their money. A genius needs not to spend money
or manipulate the public to prove his worth. So real
geniuses, usually lacking the tools to spread their
works or ideas without opposition, can be neglected
till after their deaths. However, seldom you will find
a genius, even if strongly opposed or mocked, that
was neglected by history, or whose effects did not
reveal their true worth even after a while.
12. Jacobsen: What are some social and political
views for you? Why hold them?
El Husseini: I consider that most political parties are
very much like business corporations. They care most
about their gains, and any other claims by them is just
a step to gain more trust to achieve their
aforementioned main goal. This is true even in a
democratic ruling with a large population or with a
small population that has much diversity (my country
belonging to the latter type). There are examples of
smaller more homogeneous populations were
democracy proves suitable and the elected ruler was

able fulfill his role justly without having hidden
agendas or putting some egoistical goals first. I find
the democratic ruling not always suitable for every
country because it always assumes all are people are
equal. It is correct that all people are, and should be,
treated equal regarding their rights. But to make the
opinions of the intelligent and the idiot, the educated
and the ignorant, the expert and the layman, etc all
the same in formulating the laws and the lifestyles of
a whole country seem very bizarre, especially when
there are powerful and rich parties that can bias the
opinions of common people towards them (not
necessarily by bribing), and it will still appear as a
democracy. Most people consider the equality of
votes as a common required right, although they do
not consider expert’s and non-expert’s opinions equal
on other more trivial matters. For that reason, I
consider that a more just ruling system is a one where
the ruler is elected by the elite of his population.
13. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on the God concept or
gods idea and philosophy, theology, and religion?
El Husseini: Personally, I have followed several
lines of logic, and they all led me to the one and same
conclusion. Here is one of them. If we follow the
origin of species, the origin of nature, and the origin
of the universe, whether we assume the creation of
three were interdependent or otherwise, we are bound
to arrive to few origins: the origin matter, the first
movement, and the origin law of physics. The origin
matter exists because we know that the universe is
finite and is changing with time, so it must have an
origin at some point of time that differs in shape and
characteristics. The moving universe we observe
today is a result of an initial push, because a static
object cannot generate movement on its own, thus the
first movement must have existed. The origin law of
physics are the most basic laws of movement,
electricity, magnetism, etc from which all other
secondary natural laws derived later, such as laws of
chemistry and of biology. For those three origins to
exist, they either existed on their own, or an external
party has caused them to exist. Void, quiet, and chaos
can exist on their own, because they’re the
representation of nothingness. Their opposites cannot
exist on their own, otherwise they will be eternal, but
since they are both finite in space (as the size of
universe) and in time (every part of the universe has a
definite starting and ending times, a definite duration
of existence, a definite period of movement or
change, etc), that makes it impossible for those
origins to be infinite and eternal. The other option
requires an external entity to create those origins.
This entity must possess the qualities that the origins
are lacking: infinity (opposed to limitation in space),
eternity (opposed to limitation in time) and will
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(opposed to chaos); otherwise this entity will be
another origin incapable on its own. This entity, or
the origin of origins, is what is commonly called as
God or gods. If the existence of a God entity is
established by logic, everything beyond it, and
everything dependent on it, is much easier to deduce.
Take as an example the question of one God or
multiple ones. If there are two or more gods: either
they’re all equal or one is stronger than the rest. If
there is stronger one, he will overpower or nullify the
rest, and only one will remain. If they’re equal, their
wills are bound to contradict at some point since they
are independent entities, which will threaten the
whole existence of a creation like the universe, or
create opposite rules or phenomenons at the same
time. From the overall stability of the universe (it
didn’t cease to exist at some point then re-existed),
and from the consistency within its natural rules, we
can safely eliminate the possibility of equal gods as
well, which leaves the remaining possibility of one
God.
This was my line of logic about the origins and God.
It extends far than that to reach the topic of religions,
but going on with it will make the answer much too
long, so I will leave the rest for another occasion
perhaps.
14. Jacobsen: How much does science play into the
worldview for you?
El Husseini: Science, with its different categories
(such as physics, chemistry, biology, etc), is the
representation of the laws of universe as they really
are and as we observe them. As time passes, our
inventory of the knowledge of those laws grows up.
It happens sometimes that our knowledge of science
diminishes due to destroying of science records (by
wars or by parties against the science or its people) or
nonexistence of historical records about an era or
some phenomenons in it (for example, we still don’t
know for sure how the pyramids were built). Science
is independent from affections, sentiments and
political views (or any other views for that matter),
and must be always treated as such. For instance,
claiming that genres are different than sexes is
unscientific, since sexuality is biologically tied to
sexual organs, sexual glands and sexual

chromosomes. Claiming a state that contradicts with
the biological state is contradicting biology and
therefore contradicting science itself.
15. Jacobsen: What have been some of the tests
taken and scores earned (with standard
deviations) for you?
El Husseini: Aside from the unknown I.Q. test I took
when I was 10 years old, I took the Stanford-Binet
test, in addition to unsupervised high I.Q. tests
written by people from high I.Q. societies. Out of
those, I took several of Paul Cooijmans tests (all use
I.Q. points at S.D. 15), such as the Test of Beheaded
Man (I.Q. 143), Reason Behind Multiple Choice (I.Q.
136), Isis (I.Q. 154), Bonsai (I.Q. 148), PAGAN (I.Q.
165), Sargasso (I.Q. 143), and others. I also took
ENSDT test authored by Marco Ripa, and other tests
by various authors.
16. Jacobsen: What is the range of the scores for
you? The scores earned on alternative intelligence
tests tend to produce a wide smattering of data
points rather than clusters, typically.
El Husseini: My scores on Paul Cooijmans tests
varied, if I remember correctly, between 130 and 165
(S.D. 15). I think I generally scored better on tests
that have more logical questions, and less on tests
that have more spatial questions, which may explain
the wide range between my lowest and highest
scores.
17. Jacobsen: What ethical philosophy makes
some sense, even the most workable sense to you?
El Husseini: Ethical philosophies that focus on
justice, truth, honesty, doing good to others (or doing
to others what you want to be done to you), and
avoiding harming or cheating others, are generally
what makes sense to me.
Appendix I: Footnotes
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[2] Individual Publication Date: August 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/husseinione; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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An Interview with Mhedi Banafshei on High-IQ Societies and Values (Part Two)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Let’s talk about
community. What defines a community?
Mhedi Banafshei: Any social factor which indicates
something about human values or something
meaningful in terms of experiences of life is a
foundation of community. Prevailing human
motivations have determined the formalization of
some communities while inhibiting the expression of
others. Social progression is in part achieved by
challenging societal expectations of how the
members of various groups should function in terms
of the groups to which they belong. It’s important
that there’s greater emphasis of some positive
communities (such as those related to areas of
learning) as well as a questioning of those which
certainly aren’t failing as a result of not being
recognized well enough.

2. Jacobsen: Do the high-IQ communities seem
more heterogeneous or homogeneous in various
identity backgrounds and in
ideological/philosophical commitments? Why?
Banafshei: While some values do seem to be shared
by most participants of these communities, such as
those relating to egalitarianism, there’s still lots of
variation in terms of the subject of the question. The
reasons for this are likely to be very similar to those
which explain variation in society as a whole.
3. Jacobsen: How can the gifted find community
in high-IQ societies?
Banafshei: By first understanding the importance of
IQ but also the boundaries of it. Two people could
have intelligence in common but still have very
different worldviews and values. In such a case, they
would not necessarily be able to develop any
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productive association of their combination. Just like
in regular society, a high-IQ society member has to
find ways to identify people with whom they have
more than one thing in common.
4. Jacobsen: What are the positives and the
negatives of a high-IQ society?
Banafshei: Given that having a high IQ does
generally relate to a somewhat higher likelihood of
forming certain intellectual interests, such societies
are giving many opportunities to not only find those
with similar interests but also those who happen to be
equally cognitively equipped in relation to
exploration of the subjects of mutual investment. In
terms of the negatives, I think it’s worthwhile to first
consider how factors external to high IQ societies
may impact them. Of course, the status of high IQ
societies within general societies will influence their
functioning. There would be a positive acceleration
of the evolution of high societies if work is done to
make the public more familiar with them as a means
of both group expansion and normalization. Many
people question the legitimacy of high IQ societies,
and even the existence of differences of intelligence
altogether. I think these are still issues of enough
significance to justify their prioritization of
addressing the aforementioned.
5. Jacobsen: What seem like the purposes of highIQ societies in the early 21st century?
Banafshei: There’s a vast range of reasons people
join such societies. And I believe there need not be
any purpose that all members can agree on. Among
some of my own primary reasons is my desire to gain
greater depths of insight of the minds of
extraordinary thinkers.
6. Jacobsen: What are some of those “greater
depths of insights of the minds”? How can some of
the “extraordinary thinkers” of the high-IQ
societies be drowned out by the nonextraordinary, while non-ordinary, thinkers in the
high-IQ societies? What differentiates the
extraordinary thinker from the greater than
ordinary thinker?
Banafshei: It relates to the fact that some very smart
people have reasonably come to the conclusion that a
life of emphasised learning is likely to be the one of
most personal productivity. The difference between
geniuses and those who are not is often only clear
after conclusion of their activities. The idea that’s
brilliant isn’t always clearly so from the outset. In
terms of people being ‘drowned out’, so to speak, I
think it’s primarily a matter of some people freely
deciding to disengage, rather than one of them being
undermined in some way. People have the

responsibility of asserting what they have to put
forth, and others need not be accommodating of
anything which has not been introduced with
confidence. I believe this is applicable in relation to
life in general.
7. Jacobsen: What do you make the egos largely
getting in the way of some societies proclaiming
noble aims and utterly failing?
Banafshei: I think it’s only natural to envision things
beyond what can be easily achieved within a short
period of time. Having a high IQ is no guarantee of
being successful if one is not also wise in terms of
their objectives. Failure is a part of life no matter
what your IQ is.
8. Jacobsen: Are there other ways in which the
gifted and talented can socialize and find others
with similar gifts and interests other than high-IQ
societies?
Banafshei: I guess if one can find those with similar
interests, finding those with similar gifts in addition
to that wouldn’t be much harder in most cases.
Especially for those who live in cities, there are
usually many options of social events/clubs in
connection to a wide variety of subjects. I think
exploring what the internet has to offer in the form of
forums is very often not a waste of time either.
However, I do think the best way of meeting
likeminded people, regardless of giftedness, is for
one to simply be open about the things in relation to
which they are inclined. When someone’s objective
of exemplifying their individuality is more apparent
than their willingness of conformity, the processes of
their socializing is almost always more efficient.
9. Jacobsen: Why is individualism the blessing
and the curse of the high-IQ world?
Banafshei: I guess it depends on how you define
that. It’s not my belief that the high-IQ world has any
marked ‘curses’ or ‘blessings’ relative to any society
that’s been formed for purposes of people of some
commonality.
10. Jacobsen: What do intelligence tests,
commonly construed, seem to miss in testing
intelligence?
Banafshei: The inclusion of items which would have
answers that are weighted differently rather than just
considered as either correct or incorrect. It’s likely
that a well-developed system of such a thing could
function not only to ascertain IQ well but also reveal
the nature and significance of different cognitive
profiles that may not be explainable only by
differentiation of IQ.
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11. Jacobsen: Do you think nations’ foundational
crimes should be answered (for)? If so, how? If
not, why not?

15. Jacobsen: To the young, what are some
important pieces of advice about a) humility and
b) building character & discipline?

Banafshei: The best way of addressing problems of
this nature would be to develop societies which
would counteract the imbalances of past injustices by
means of ensuring the institutional legacies that
reinforce the realities which were foundational to past
oppression are curbed. If greater fairness of society
is achieved in some places, social divisions relating
to disagreements of controversial subjects of
restoration would be reduced without there being any
need of introducing polices of them.

Banafshei: While humility is valuable for some
purposes, it shouldn’t be cherished to the extent that
would be to the detriment of confidence. Even if
notions of personal superiority should be dismissed,
it should be done so with the acceptance that we
would all be better off if more people had greater
confidence in themselves and their visions. The
world would obviously be a better place if more
people realize their potential. The first step of this, of
course, would be the emergence of greater efficiency
of identifying capabilities. In terms of character
building and discipline, I think it’s worthwhile to
invest in what is often generally referred to as the
broadening of horizons. As we learn, experience and
explore new things, we gain broader perspectives
which are of value in terms of life navigation and
self-identification. It’s not difficult to attain
development of character and discipline when there’s
expansion of learning.

12. Jacobsen: What do you think is missing in
some of the high-IQ societies?
Banafshei: Some of the ones I’m a member of have
lots of members who’ve simply become inactive. In
most situations when people are not compelled to do
any work, such as is the case in terms of nonprofessional organisations, it’s not unusual for many
to hope others will form something of value that they
could then simply participate in relation to while
expending little. High IQ societies are no exception
to this rule. As it is in terms of most things in life, a
little willingness of effort and optimism could have a
great impact.
13. Jacobsen: Why does higher intelligence tend to
correlate positively with liberal leanings and
atheism in some preliminary studies in
psychology?
Banafshei: It’s difficult to say. Of course,
correlations are most meaningful when complicating
factors are controlled for, and as many of us who are
not even statisticians know, it can be a very complex
matter. Besides, even if it is the case that most smart
people are in agreement about some broad ideas, the
implications of the possible disagreements of the
variations of them should be considered.
14. Jacobsen: Who are some of the most talented
people know to you? Why them?
Banafshei: I guess I’m lucky enough to know a good
number of talented people of various kinds. I hesitate
to form any opinion about whether any should be
considered as more talented than others, and whether
some types of talents should be thought of as more
significant. In light of it not being easy to determine
the ultimate importance of any individual type of
talent, I believe it’s infinitely more important to focus
on the perfection of our aptitudes than to waste any
time making subjectively motivated comparisons of
perceived levels of talent and, worse, comparisons of
different types of ability.

16. Jacobsen: What are non-tangible skills
needing building more among the gifted and
talented young than others because of the ease of
some facets of life for them?
Banafshei: The skill of adapting to the forms of
communication of those who function and think very
differently to the cognitively advanced. It’s
understandable that many gifted people sometimes
experience frustration as a result of interaction with
those who are close to the opposite of intellectually
gifted, but if one has an IQ at the 99.99th percentile,
they would be better off trying to understand and
connect with people at the 50th percentile than on
intending to limit themselves to 1/10000th of the
population.
17. Jacobsen: How does this improve their sense of
scale and social skills? Does this differentiate
individuals who succeed and fail in many
professional domains in spite of the vast gifts
handed to them largely by genetic lottery?
Banafshei: It is commonly thought that being smart
generally results in people getting ahead. There’s
actually some evidence that those with IQs above 150
or so may actually be somewhat less likely to have
careers of prestigious positions. Although it’s not
entirely clear what explains findings of this nature,
it’s logical that positive efforts of communication are
important in relation to this.
18. Jacobsen: Do you think meritocracy in North
America is more myth than truth or more fact
than fable?
1 SEPTEMBER 2020 | ISSU 23 | IN-SIGHT | 403

© 2012-2020 In-Sight Publishing. All rights reserved.

ISSN 2369-6885

Banafshei: The challenging political circumstances
of the USA clearly show the need for progress, which
is also evidenced by many statistics of public interest.
And while indicating that things need to change, they
also indicate that meaningful progress is likely in the
process of being made. When problems are subjects
of inaction, that’s when there should be real concern.
Anyway, I live in the UK, so my perspective is
factually limited. Not everything can be known on
the basis of crude indicators, and people’s notions

and beliefs of idealized systems are almost always
critical factors of the trajectories things take.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, World Genius Directory.
[2] Individual Publication Date: August 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/banafsheitwo; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.

1 SEPTEMBER 2020 | ISSU 23 | IN-SIGHT | 404
© 2012-2020 In-Sight Publishing. All rights reserved.

ISSN 2369-6885

An Interview with Shalom Dickson on
Background and High-IQ (Part One)
Interviewer: Scott Douglas Jacobsen
Numbering: Issue 23.A, Idea: Outliers & Outsiders (Part Nineteen)
Place of Publication: Langley, British Columbia, Canada
Title: In-Sight: Independent Interview-Based Journal
Web Domain: http://www.in-sightjournal.com
Individual Publication Date: August 1, 2020
Issue Publication Date: September 1, 2020
Name of Publisher: In-Sight Publishing
Frequency: Three Times Per Year
Words: 5,627
ISSN 2369-6885
Abstract
Shalom Dickson is a Member of the Glia Society. His biography on his website states, “Shalom Dickson is a
fundamental thinker with interests in cognition, philosophy, sociology, innovation-powered entrepreneurship,
and ethical science. His friends regard him as a visionary with a knack for purpose-driven leadership. He is
the founder of internovent, Nigeria’s first social innovation company designing solutions for developing
nations to attain a balanced global socioeconomic advancement. One of these is Paperloops, Nigeria’s first
FinTech company offering holistic financial management and literacy for teens. He is also the founding
president of Novus Mentis, Nigeria’s first high-intelligence network with a mission to Map-out Nigeria’s
Brain for optimized creative output. Novus Mentis has launched the Sound Mind Project to optimize
cognitive ability and stimulate intellectual interest in Africa. Shalom is Nigeria’s first member of the
exclusive Glia Society and an alumnus of Nigeria’s first cohort of the Founder Institute.” You can see
more here. He discusses: growing up; an extended self; family background; experience with peers and
schoolmates; the purpose of intelligence tests; high intelligence; geniuses; the greatest geniuses in history; a
genius from a profoundly intelligent person; some work experiences and educational certifications; important
aspects of the idea of the gifted and geniuses; some social and political views; the God concept; science; the
tests taken and scores earned; the range of the scores; and ethical philosophy.
Keywords: background, family, high-IQ, Nigeria, Paul Cooijmans, Shalom Dickson.
An Interview with Shalom Dickson on Background and High-IQ (Part One)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: When you were
growing up, what were some of the prominent
family stories being told over time?
Shalom Dickson: Oh, there were stories. Of royalty,
excellence, and influence. Some of those I found
particularly exciting involved a great-grandfather
who was a warrior, ruler, and healer who was known
for delivering babies via cesarean section.
2. Jacobsen: Have these stores helped provide a
sense of an extended self or a sense of the family
legacy?

Dickson: Primarily, learning about my ancestors in
such a manner inspired a rather spiritual sense of
connectedness. There are likely other effects, perhaps
in the domain of self-esteem, that I have taken for
granted. I was inspired by the work my father did. A
master of many, he had a background in medicine but
developed himself in engineering, manufacturing,
and business. Retrospectively, this provided me with
a rather broad view of possibility, which included a
flexible limitation on what one person could achieve
through ingenuity and hard work. I have now
resolved that the two most important ingredients for
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inspiring purposeful ambition in children are to
expand their perspective on what is possible and then
to provide them with an immediate means to exercise
their will. One should basically say, “this is the map
of the continent, and here is a bicycle.”
3. Jacobsen: What was the family background,
e.g., geography, culture, language, and religion or
lack thereof?
Dickson: My parents are from the Yoruba ‘tribe’ of
south-western Nigeria. The ethnic diversity within
this group is, yet, so great that one would have to
mention the specific town to paint an accurate picture
of the culture=language+food+dressing. Although
my birth certificate says Lagos, Nigeria, I spent most
of my earlier years without much influence from that
culture, living in neighboring Cameroon until before
my 7th birthday, when we moved to south-eastern
Nigeria, a distinct cluster of ethnicities. Even if I had
spent all of the initial years in Lagos, that would have
mostly exposed me to the more generalized variant of
the Yoruba culture. In any case, the academic
language was ‘English’, while the unofficial language
was the local pidgin. Growing up under such
dynamic cultural conditions must have largely
contributed to the ethnic dissociation that
characterizes my identity.
My home was a strictly Pentecostal Christian one. I
was raised with a solid education in scripture and
doctrine. My first public speaking engagement was a
sermon in the large adult auditorium on a certain
children’s day event. The first book I read
extensively and evaluated critically was the Bible.
But I was largely autonomous in Faith, never quite
having my spiritual identity enveloped in some
religious organization. My father, a religious leader,
often criticized practices that were at odds with
Christianity’s original derivative of the Bible. I
engaged in a lot of church activities from singing and
drama to preaching, usually in a leadership capacity,
but my orientation was that of a reformer. And this
rebellious tendency eventually led me to a markedly
unconventional spiritual inclination. One of my
earlier ‘SMH’ moments in reaction to religious
irrationality was when a teacher went from
prescribing respect for the religious independence of
others to, practically, granting exclusive proliferation
rights to Christianity in the same breath because, as
she retrieved, the Bible commands thus.
4. Jacobsen: How was the experience with peers
and schoolmates as a child and an adolescent?
Dickson: For the exact reasons, I had very pleasant
and unpleasant experiences. But I am hedonically
economical and have always not expected to derive

much excitement from social interactions. As such, I
managed an independent development, was often
preoccupied with creative endeavors, and got by with
a couple of friends per time. One could still consider
my life as a series of personal and collaborative
projects.
My mother claims that I was speaking meaningfully
at 10 months. I remember some of our earliest
conversations but nothing that must have been from
before marking year 1. My reading, however, was a
painful process until later, as I interpreted symbols in
a rather primitive way. (Interestingly, the solution to
the intellectual challenges arising from this
peculiarity was to read faster, not slower, as I learned
rather late.) I started school early and skipped a
couple of grades so that I was 6 years old finishing
primary 4. This set me 2 – 4 years away from my age
mates. The outcome was not sufficiently challenging,
as I still topped all the classes up till that point. I
remember it being rumored by teachers that I was the
best performing student in a certain test in the entire
school. I later realized this must have been some
aptitude test. I think acceleration, not merely gradeskipping, is what would have worked.
As I grew older, school became increasingly counterconstructive. I had endured the preliminary science
presentations in junior secondary school, hoping to
begin ‘real science’ in the senior phase. I was greatly
disappointed that the material was nothing like those
in the books I had been busying with. In any case,
school was never satisfying. One of the moments that
highlight my frustration was when, in primary school,
I listed in an answer about “respecting leaders”, “age
should not be considered when respecting a leader”.
The teacher, in her infinite wisdom, ‘corrected’ my
statement as “a leader should be respected
regardless of age”. The logical error was highly
troubling. It is disastrous that one should be educated
under such circumstances.
A series of events greatly deviated my interests from
classwork and, eventually, my performance – when
studying, however minimal, became necessary. These
events, largely as a result of relocation, cost me 2
years so that I would graduate secondary school at a
more relatable age of 16. During this period, I wore
every color on the academic performance spectrum,
the least stellar ones more frequent in the last 3 years
of secondary schooling. As a result, I happened on
quite a range of experiences with my schoolteachers
– sometimes during the same period, scattered across
classes. Although I maintained a steady dose of
brilliant friends teachers in my history tend to have a
very emotional reaction to results, but for one. The
head economics teacher, not in charge of my class,
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who talent-hunted me for a creative project and,
disappointed by my average score sheet balance,
thereafter insisted I reflected my abilities in my test
results. The outcome was an A+ within 2 weeks, the
only one I earned in senior secondary school. I
received several conflicting, ultimately unhelpful
career advice from teachers who noted core
competences in their areas of interest.
5. Jacobsen: What is the purpose of intelligence
tests to you?
Dickson: One may begin to think about intelligence
tests as some means to evaluate a person’s mental
abilities compared to the human capacity for
reasoning and other features of cognition. This
anthropocentric notion of intelligence is useful in as
much as one merely considers it as a tool for
functioning in human societies, and to this degree,
cognitive ability testing has been successful! The
immediate limitation of this view is that other human
features are useful for social functioning but are not
intelligence although they co-operate it; for example,
sensing. Another problem is that we may not readily
acknowledge intelligence in other systems whose
‘cognitive’ architectures are markedly dissimilar to
ours, especially if they do not share our interests.
This knowledge is useful in our development of
artificial general intelligence and our interactions
with other life forms. Although one may say they are
comfortable with not knowing much about nonhuman representations of it, one human-concerning
implication is that if we cannot identify intelligence
in others, we do not distinguish it accurately in
ourselves.
We have now returned to a question some may have
already asked in the first line: why should we care
about measuring intelligence at all? The benefits of
intelligence are numerous, and I find them
appreciable even to those who are reprehensive of the
idea itself. Social functioning is a mere by-product of
the fundamental usefulness, and one only finds a
limit to the use of intelligence when they assume that
social functioning is its alpha and omega. And even
then, the idea of the diminishing returns is misguided;
Society fails at positioning intelligent people
optimally, and so some will naturally not be able to
apply their abilities. The root property is the capacity
for problem-solving, of which the primary use is
reality configuration. As long as there are problems
to solve, one cannot find any level of intelligence to
be an excess. The problem of ability positioning is
itself a problem requiring intelligence, but if one
must solve it for oneself, it requires drive and selfdiscipline as well. Deficiency in one area does not
equate to insufficiency in the other. Another reason

for the apparent diminishing returns is that our
current tests may not measure the same thing for
everyone as they detect only the outcomes and not
the thinking processes, including what facts are used.
In any case, we care about measuring intelligence
because we care about problems and solubility. Highrange cognitive ability tests are a good way to source
members for projects with a high intellectual
requirement.
6. Jacobsen: When was high intelligence
discovered for you?
Dickson: It became obvious to me soon enough
during childhood that there were differences in
reasoning ability among people, and that this could
lead one—even as a child—to arrive at conclusions
that others, as adults, could not achieve or found
incredible. At school, beyond score sheets, it was
clear that some people had a better grasp of the
material than others, although one principal would try
to convince us that “everybody’s brain is the same,”
in the name of science. However, it was only much
later – close to adulthood – that I became familiar
with the scientific study of intelligence and a possible
“high IQ”.
7. Jacobsen: When you think of the ways in which
the geniuses of have either been mocked, vilified,
and condemned if not killed, or praised, flattered,
platformed, and revered, what seems like the
reason for the extreme reactions to and treatment
of geniuses? Many alive today seem camera shy –
many, not all.
Dickson: Geniuses generally differ from experts in
the nature of their mastery. While the latter may
master trends and techniques, the former master
fundamental principles. The works of geniuses in any
field stem from thinking processes which are beneath
the conventions of the field. Hence, the implications
of these works can be applied to various areas, only
being adopted according to convenience.
One can visualize the situation thus: The entirety of
knowledge are represented as patterns in a space.
There are odd patterns – uncharted territory – and
even patterns. The goal of a genius is mastering odd
patterns, which may eventually be adapted into the
even patterns. When the work of a genius is found
useful to the current trends of pattern expansion, they
are praised. When not, all that is seen is the absurdity
of oddity. As such, they are treated with hostility.
8. Jacobsen: Who seem like the greatest geniuses
in history to you?
Dickson: I do not have an exact candidate at this
moment because I would want to be right in such an
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evaluation, but the image in my head is somewhat
Goethesque. I am particularly attracted to the
universal thinker and polymath types. Of course, the
archetypal Renaissance man – Leonardo da Vinci –
comes to mind as well. My favorite, however, is
Einstein, because our personalities, epistemic
structures, and worldviews seem to align the most
(coincidentally, I was nicknamed Einstein in my A’
level school, and I embraced it for that deeper
connection I had extracted we shared). Well, Einstein
himself is reported to have owned 50 volumes of
Goethe literature in his library.
9. Jacobsen: What differentiates a genius from a
profoundly intelligent person?
Dickson: Profound giftedness is a categorization
based on the observation that people, especially
obvious in children, of certain IQ levels and above
tend to share markedly distinct characteristics, even
among intelligent people. Such individuals are
regarded as geniuses in popular culture, but without
much luck, as the test of time turn out no remarkable
creation for most of them, and one would find
questions like, “I have an IQ of [something high].
Why don’t I feel like a genius?” on internet fora.
A genius, on the other hand, is a person of truly
original creative expression. Optionally, one could
leave the job to history’s selectivity to determine
such individuals. But this requires that the works are
found relevant by a community, having at least some
implications that are not incredibly advanced. If the
relevance of one’s work is not within sight, it cannot
be known whether they are “ahead of their time” or
simply not on the timeline. A perfect definition of
genius must cater to such ones onto whom the angel
of fame may not cast her torchlight, even
posthumously. Beyond poetics, though, I must not
speak of such a model of genius without referring
you to the efficient work of Paul Cooijmans. He has
identified, interacting in synergy, three factors; to
wit, intelligence, conscientiousness, and associative
horizon. An insight I had was that these factors are
high-level representations of fundamental elements of
existence. Geniuses ‘maximize’ these elements in
varying proportions.
10. Jacobsen: What have been some work
experiences and educational certifications for
you?
Dickson: I have worked in quite a few areas
including teaching (physics and English), marketing,
research, product design, content development,
academic consulting, and management. More
recently, I briefly had an interesting role in a top
technical talent development institute where I

experimented with high-range cognitive ability
testing as means for screening candidates. I soon
returned to face my entrepreneurial ambitions,
launching a startup via the Lagos chapter of the
Founder Institute, the world’s largest pre-seed
accelerator, as a project under internovent – an
organization dedicated to developing solutions of
socioeconomic importance.
My last academic certification was the Cambridge
International General Certificate of Education:
Advanced Level, a pre-university education
certificate. A notable feature in my career is that I
often received job offers without sending in
applications. As such, I have not had to compete with
candidates on the basis of certification. A side effect,
however, is that I get asked the question about why I
did not pursue a university degree a lot.
11. Jacobsen: What are some of the more
important aspects of the idea of the gifted and
geniuses? Those myths that pervade the cultures
of the world. What are those myths? What truths
dispel them?
Dickson: If one holds strict presumptions about how
genius should appear, it may not be easily recognized
in people who come from certain groups or whose
works are applied to certain fields. Many Hollywood
movies operating on the supposed tie between genius
and IQ usually fail on two counts: in the representing
thinking and decision theories at certain intelligence
levels (sometimes favoring complicated solutions),
and in expressing the true characteristics of geniuses.
Some, however, do these excellently. Meanwhile, the
British series, Sherlock, is my favorite show, in this
regard; it exaggerates in just the right places.
One can be a genius and pass for a crackpot at the
same time. This is in part due to the unconventional,
autodidact nature of their learning, the effects being
more pronounced in some than others. There are no
‘artistic geniuses’ or ‘philosophical geniuses’. There
are just specialist masters and savants who may or
may not be geniuses. Any perceived humility is an
accidental property, and it is not true that ‘real
geniuses’ are humble. In fact, without intellectual
audacity (often treated as arrogance), no great
knowledge can be unraveled. Geniuses abhor
mediocrity; and this is a useful trait for exceptional
productions.
12. Jacobsen: What are some social and political
views for you? Why hold them?
Dickson: Here are some of my ruminations on
society and politics:
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For an individual living in solitude all their life, all
their decisions are based on their preferences; the
possibility of a successor who arrives posthumously
introduces reasons to adjust his preferences slightly,
one roommate adds a constraining factor to the
individual’s activities but provides new possibilities
for mutual actions; but many interesting features of
society begin to emerge when we introduce a third
roommate. They begin to make decisions not only
based on mutual preferences but assumptions about
the preferences of others – to fill gaps in their
knowledge. A social culture soon emerges, in a large
part, from the conference of such assumptions,
appointing the group a mind of its own, even with
tendencies towards actions and beliefs that are at
odds with the wishes of each member. The group can
be improved to reflect the values of the members by
increasing its metacognition = the members’
awareness of the group dynamics – through
communication. A notable effect in this model is that
the least conforming individuals with strong ideas are
more likely to influence the society. The timescale
for the materialization of their influence is a function
of relevance to change.
We can consider supersociety, a system of such
smaller societies. Ours has a particularly interesting
feature called mortality. People start things they
cannot finish, inherit assumptions they did not make,
contribute to the fostering of ideals they do not hold.
Individual intentions seem like mere excuses for the
fulfillment of the grand scheme of humanity. There is
a deeper, spiritual sense of interconnectedness
beneath physical interaction, bearing the flow of
ideas.
I find interesting, the epistemic evolution of
supersociety. Given that humans continue to exist in
some form, the one consistent feature over time, even
between periods of regression, should be an
advancement in knowledge. Following this thought,
my vision for humanity is the inevitable existence, at
some point in its future, of a societal state termed a
Transgressive Equilibrium. Such a society, having
attained mastery of reality configuration (including
reality simulation capabilities), can know all it needs
to know and do all it wishes to do, resulting in an
optimal complex of economy and culture. Our
current level of being and humanness is just a phase
in the course of the cosmic drive for selfunderstanding, as we may extrapolate from the
learning patterns of society. At individual and at the
species level, in cognition, the experience of entities
are bound by the Curse of Nonrecognition: intelligent
entities recognize intelligibility within this boundary
of sense-ness, even though they are present in the
larger environment. Owing to our capacity for

communication and metacognition, our emergent
entity – Humanity – is able to overcome the Curse of
Nonrecognition via the following mechanism:


A single to a few humans reach some original
insight.



A group of experts develops an understanding
around this, growing the body of knowledge in
their field.



Society finds usefulness in the application of such
knowledge, and a growing number of people live in
a world enhanced by such applications.



This improves the quality of common knowledge
and more people are capable of understanding
future insights.
Thus, the sphere of recognition expands for
Humanity over generations.
A beneficial political arrangement for progress
optimizes for vision and integrity in elected leaders,
surrounded by people of high ability. Societies with
elements of democracy are the only ones where we
can negotiate our social preferences fairly. Ones
where the capacity for sound judgment in the people
is prioritized are the only ones where we can extract
the full benefits of democracy. Capable individuals
are more likely to make decisions that matter over a
broad range of circumstances. The whole progress
when the individual is optimally positioned for
ability. Many sociopolitical problems are rooted in
inefficient talent configuration; this is the primary
problem upon whose solution all others are defined.
Particularly, many of the inefficiencies of developing
societies such as Nigeria are based on the problem of
arrangement and not content, and the more complex
the required arrangement, the probability that one
arrives there by chance reduces, despite having the
right ingredients. Within the scope of my intervention
activities are schemes to Map-out Nigeria’s Brain,
and to inspire an intellectual culture.
On groups, I think a considerable proportion of social
tensions in modern society is based on false group
identities; a futile attempt to force biologic or genetic
groups into social groups (i.e. systems) with a shared
purpose and a common reality. Social systems are
formed on the bases of family, friendship, and
socioeconomic interests. Particularly, groups solely
based on gender and race cannot achieve the unity
they seek to. Even though they face common
struggles, we cannot consider them as isolated victim
groups. We can compare this to a football team
versus an ‘Association of Goalkeepers’. No progress
will come from demonstrations about the tribulations
of goalkeepers at the hand (or feet) of strikers,
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because when all is said and done, the goalkeepers
must return to their teams, to which they are
functionally loyal. Productive change can only come
from addressing the disadvantages embedded in the
rules of the game, and by renegotiating the social
contract.
Racism is elusive. To the extent that it truly exists,
we cannot extinguish it. To the extent that we find
cheap actions to extinguish, they are likely not going
to eliminate racism. For many, it is a fact that there
are individuals who are prejudiced against certain
racial groups. But since we cannot exactly crucify
anyone for thinking ‘racist thoughts’, we resort to
attack those who treat others unjustly. However, we
are unable to prove intent from observing actions,
and injustice exists within racial groups. Hence, we
have one set of people who painfully express their
experience of oppression and others who simply do
not see it. Trying to establish the facts of racism is
useful, and it is a justified sentiment. Yet, there are
tradeoffs, so that the optimal strategy is to treat
injustice as injustice in general, and motivations as
individual cases. However painful it is, injustice
should not be called anything else but its already
ignoble name, unless specifically implied by the
action.
These are some of the views through which I make
the most sense of the world.
13. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on the God concept or
gods idea and philosophy, theology, and religion?
Dickson: The God-question is treated simplistically
as a binary problem, requiring a YES-or-NO answer.
In general, atheists would like to think they have an
obvious NO, whereas theists should believe that they
have arrived at a compelling YES. In reality, though,
most of the theists have simply adopted a convenient
response, while the atheists have abandoned the
question. Meanwhile, it is not true that God is merely
an invention of man whereby the inventor bears the
burden of proof. The three fundamental questions,
WHAT, HOW, and WHY applied to reality, implies
a God-problem that must be solved. There is a Godquestion for every level of intelligence and
awareness. The answer to this question becomes
more abstract and more sophisticated along the
dimensions respectively. A point of contention may
be over how much abstraction the concept can bear
while retaining its meaning. At a stage, it all becomes
a matter of linguistic gymnastics.
The majority of people are incapable of evaluating
the God-question intelligently, and as such, must
approach it animalistically; in terms of their survival.
Luckily for this majority, the software of religion is

built on the framework of belief and make-belief.
Intelligence is only rewarded in religion as much as it
can help rationalize irrationality. There is great room
for ‘intellectricks’ within religions, and while some
of the tenets of Faith are sublime, the case that
“religion is good; the problem is with the people”, is
no different than saying “fire is good; the problem is
with the heat”. The only genuine way to approach
theology is to subject the ideas to intellectual rigor,
without making any disingenuous claims to a
monopoly on true interpretation.
On the subject of revelation, that which is not subject
to reason must have no consequence on the rules of
physical interactions. Jesus is quoted to have said, “I
speak to you of earthly things and you do not
understand, how then could you understand of
heavenly things?” An interesting fact about this
statement, apart from the obvious effects of the
distinction between heavenly and earthly things, is
that what he considered an earthly thing was the
process of salvation. I wonder how many Christians
understand the implication of this idea because it
does not reflect much in the demonstrations of their
common thinking that they do.
The problems with the Big Questions is that they are
easy to ask at this point, where everyone may have
adopted the confusion templates from various
cultures, but difficult to recognize answers for. For
instance, to a popular dilemma in my childhood,
asking, “if God created the world, who created
God?”, I once suggested that the universe created
God and he went back in time to create the universe.
As one can imagine, this suggestion was met with
great hostility. The crux here is not whether the idea
is true or not, but that the discussants were incapable
of dealing with that level of perplexity. Some people
are able to recognize powerful ideas, however raw,
regardless of the source, while others must be spoonfed from the premastications of authority. Traditional
education has failed to deliver on its promise to
improve this condition beyond a point.
14. Jacobsen: How much does science play into the
worldview for you?
Dickson: The principles and ideals of science form
one part of the most prominent influences on my
approach to knowledge and learning, although one
can see how scientific movements may degrade into a
state no better driven by rationality than religion.
Since childhood, I always formed internal
representations of information using an intuitive
approximation of the scientific method, with lots of
induction and abduction. On the other hand, my
intellectual dynamic is characterized by a deep
prescientific, philosophical experience, which is both
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analytic and poetic. I eventually address matters
using the kind of thinking with which I can extract
the most meaningful interpretations. Fundamentally, I
consider my approach as adisciplinary rather than
interdisciplinary. It is upon this that selected
thinkings may be developed as found necessary in
such cases.
15. Jacobsen: What have been some of the tests
taken and scores earned (with standard
deviations) for you?
Dickson: Expressed in a standard deviation of 15, my
initial scores on experimental high-range intelligence
tests, which are untimed and unsupervised, were
within the 140-to-160 range on tests by Jason Betts
and one other author. I have now learned that one
ought to spend up to 10 times more time than I have
on those tests to perform maximally. This makes me
wonder what the difficulty-validity relationship is on
tests of advanced cognitive ability.
I have never been tested by a psychologist on
conventional tests. However, I hit the ceiling score on
a version of Raven’s matrices taken unofficially years
ago.
16. Jacobsen: What is the range of the scores for
you? The scores earned on alternative intelligence
tests tend to produce a wide smattering of data
points rather than clusters, typically.
Dickson: My initial experience with Paul Cooijmans’
tests was like an electric shock, with scores lower
than my previous low. I cannot go into many details
on the situation except to say that I have overcome
the curses now. I look forward to enjoying more of
the problems.
I think all new candidates of high-range tests should
know that if there is any task they had to exert their
thinking on to the highest degree, this, by definition,
should be it. I have wasted beautiful tests not
realizing these things, underestimating how much
‘intelligons’ were needed to be captured. It is
impossible to cheat by spending time, and as long as
one does not cheat, they cannot overperform (one
may only ‘overperform’ if the problems are biased
towards their area of educational training). One
should think most responsibly about their
participation in the testing, as there is no point if it is
not handled appropriately.

17. Jacobsen: What ethical philosophy makes
some sense, even the most workable sense to you?
Dickson: I find Kantian ethics to be rather intuitive.
One is to note, however, that the “rational being” in
the categorical imperative is not necessarily a human
being. It is questionable whether humans are rational
beings at all, and unquestionable that not all humans
are equally rational. Thus, ethics cannot be objective
if it is optimized for ‘human’ morality. This is a key
reason for the numerous perspectives on the subject,
where one can find them to be different attempts at
the same thing. With enough reason and less
selfishness, every ethical theory at its best
corresponds to ‘utilitarianism within one’s power’.
The ultimate ethical framework must contain a
solution to the question, what is the purpose of
humanity?
To think clearly about ethics, I find it useful to
consider what feature of humanness raises the matter
of rightness in the first place. If an ethical theory is
an attempt to do that which is right, then, it has
requirements in the departments of intelligence – of
the ability to know what is right (a truth), and
consciousness – of the will to act how it’s right.
Thus, a highly intelligent being can decide what is
right, regardless of their inclination to execute it;
while a highly conscientious being can act in some
supposedly right manner, needing not to figure it out
for themselves. Intelligence offers the capacity for
induction, enabling the manipulation of more
complex scenarios involving more time, space, and
particles. Consequently, considering scales, ethical
theories must be based on the preferences of the most
intelligent (and rational) beings whose decisions may
make little sense to the ignorant in the short-term (in
contrast to Asimov’s laws of robotics); while
advancement in knowledge and must be encouraged
as this improves the capacity to execute ethical
resolves. Humans, in today’s sense, are simply an
approximation of such a being, the true Homo
epistemicus; the citizens of a Transgressive
Equilibrium.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, Glia Society.
[2] Individual Publication Date: August 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/dicksonone; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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Abstract
Claus Volko is an Austrian computer and medical scientist who has conducted research on the treatment of
cancer and severe mental disorders by conversion of stress hormones into immunity hormones. This research
gave birth to a new scientific paradigm which he called “symbiont conversion theory”: methods to convert
cells exhibiting parasitic behaviour to cells that act as symbionts. In 2013 Volko, obtained an IQ score of 172
on the Equally Normed Numerical Derivation Test. He is also the founder and president of Prudentia High
IQ Society, a society for people with an IQ of 140 or higher, preferably academics. He discusses: Community;
high-IQ societies; the gifted; the positives and the negatives of a high-IQ society; the purposes of high-IQ
societies in the early 21st century; decent alternative intelligence tests; independent test makers; other ways
in which the gifted and talented can socialize; intelligence tests; the high-IQ societies; liberal leanings and
atheism; neural correlates; the most talented people; other personality traits; Selective Graph Coloring
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Problem; ‘the satisfiability problem of the logic of statements’; ‘proof of non-existence’; the ‘second-order PNP problem’; the 2048 game; Godel’s incompleteness theorems; ‘Numeric Thermal Bridge Simulation and
Building Information Modeling’; the games between 2010 and 2019; synthesis of metaphysics and Jungian
Personality Theory; and skepticism and pseudoskepticism.
Keywords: Claus Volko, high-IQ, IQ, societies.
An Interview with Claus Volko on High-IQ Societies (Part Five)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Let’s talk about
community. I have been asking some of these
questions to some of the other interviewees. What
defines a community?
Claus Volko: Common interests.
2. Jacobsen: What high-IQ societies seem the most
reliable to you?
Volko: Most high IQ societies are not much more
than websites with member lists. Some have
magazines, too, but hardly any have real-life
meetings. The only exception I know is Mensa,
which hosts gatherings here in Vienna every month.
However, I have left Mensa due to internal
conflicts and founded my own high IQ society,
Prudentia. We have a journal and a member list, plus
a Facebook group, so it is not much, but at least
something.
Also, many high IQ individuals are nowadays
directly connected via Facebook regardless of society
membership.
3. Jacobsen: How can the gifted find community
in high-IQ societies?
Volko: They can connect with other members and
talk to them about their interests. However, in most
high IQ societies people only talk about IQ testing.
4. Jacobsen: What are the positives and the
negatives of a high-IQ society?
Volko: There are only positive aspects.
5. Jacobsen: What seem like the purposes of highIQ societies in the early
21st century?
Volko: In theory, they could form an alternative
intellectual community next
to academia.
6. Jacobsen: What seem like decent alternative
intelligence tests for individuals to take now? If
someone is extremely serious about the most
accurate assessment, why should they take a
proctored-by-professional mainstream intelligence
test, e.g., a WAIS, a Stanford-Binet, or RAPM up
to date, test?

Volko: Of these tests, I have only taken the RAPM,
which does not measure extreme scores. I heard that
the WAIS measures up to IQ 185, so if somebody
suspects they are in this range, the WAIS might be
the test of choice for them. The so-called high range
tests which can be found on the Internet have been
made by laypersons and are not normed based on
large samples.
7. Jacobsen: What independent test makers seem
more serious than others?
Volko: I think tests by Nikolaos Soulios, Jason Betts
and Ivan Ivec are pretty decent.
8. Jacobsen: Are there other ways in which the
gifted and talented can socialize and find others
with similar gifts and interests other than high-IQ
societies?
Volko: Sure, they can socialize in special interest
communities as to be found on Facebook.
9. Jacobsen: What do intelligence tests, commonly
construed, seem to miss in testing intelligence?
Volko: Sometimes I had the feeling that they were
lacking text understanding.
10. Jacobsen: What do you think is missing in
some of the high-IQ societies?
Volko: Real-life meetings.
11. Jacobsen: Why does higher intelligence tend to
correlate positively with liberal leanings and
atheism in some preliminary studies in
psychology?
Volko: I think it is due to Occam’s razor. Highly
intelligent people tend to be more rational than other
people and due to Occam’s razor they are more likely
to adopt liberal and atheist views than views that
require more axiomatic definitions.
12. Jacobsen: As a question from a non-doctor to
a doctor, what are the neural correlates and
cognitive correlates or proxies of higher general
intelligence? What should be physiological signs
and neurological, and anatomical, signals of
higher general intelligence if one does want to
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estimate higher general intelligence without a
formal general intelligence test?
Volko: I do not know of any. Maybe there are some
publications in the area but as far as I know no
statistically significant anatomical properties of high
intelligence people have been found.
13. Jacobsen: Who are some of the most talented
people know to you? Why them?
Volko: I know some highly talented people from the
computer demoscene in which I was active in my
youth. For example, Henning Ludvigsen is a very
talented graphic artist and Kostantinos Pataridis is a
very talented computer programmer.
14. Jacobsen: Other than a positive correlation,
not a causation-relationship, between higher
intelligence and atheism & liberalism. What other
personality traits, beliefs, even prejudices or lack
thereof, seem to correlate positively (or negatively,
or not at all) with high general intelligence? What
about the outliers to these general trends of 5
points here or there per variable consideration?
Some speculate about the truly higher levels of
general intelligence and then belief in a ‘higher
power,’ but these studies have not been done in
meta-analyses, as far as I know – so that’s
ideological speculative reasoning grounded in bias
more than anything else with scattered data points
in the record.
Volko: When I was a member of Mensa, I observed
that hardly anyone drank alcohol at Mensa meetings.
This was in stark contrast to my classmates at high
school.
15. Jacobsen: Time for miscellaneous Volko
questions, rapid-fire round: What did you find
with the Selective Graph Coloring Problem in the
master’s thesis?
Volko: I developed an algorithm based on variable
neighborhood search and other metaheuristics to
solve a problem from graph theory approximately. It
worked well and fast, but other authors’ algorithms
led to better results.
16. Jacobsen: What is ‘the satisfiability problem
of the logic of statements’?
Volko: When having a propositional statement, the
question is whether you can assign values “true” and
“false” to the variables so that the statement becomes
true.
17. Jacobsen: What is the ‘proof of nonexistence’?

Volko: As I told you when we talked about Popper,
existential statements can be easily proven but it is
very hard or even impossible to disprove them. The
proof of non-existence is the disproval of an
existential statement.
18. Jacobsen: What is the P-NP problem? What is
the ‘second-order P-NP problem’?
Volko: The P-NP problem is the open question
whether two instances of complexity theory called P
and NP are the same or not. The Second-Order P-NP
Problem is a term I coined for one of my publications
as I asked the question whether the P-NP Problem
can be solved at all.
19. Jacobsen: What is the 2048 game? What is the
mathematical analysis of the
2048 game?
Volko: It is a game that became popular a couple of
years ago. In a rectangular grid the numbers 2 and 4
appear. You can move all the numbers at once by
pressing a cursor key. If two numbers with the same
value hit each other, they add up to their sum. The
goal is to arrive at the number 2048. I analyzed a
couple of mathematical properties of this game and
published a paper about it.
20. Jacobsen: How would you explain Godel’s
incompleteness theorems simply?
Volko: Read my article at my homepage
(www.cdvolko.net).
21. Jacobsen: Why the interest in Computational
Biology and Medical Informatics?
Volko: I first enrolled at medical school and so when
I started computer science I chose medical
informatics because of its relationship with medicine.
22. Jacobsen: What in the world is ‘Numeric
Thermal Bridge Simulation and
Building Information Modeling’?
Volko: It is something architects and building
physicists have to care about.
23. Jacobsen: Mega Force (2016), Mega Force 2
(2019), Adok’s Magic Cube (2010), Adok’s
Number Maze (2010), Adok’s Saturn Puzzle
(2011), Hello, Mr Turing (2012), and Cirix (2012),
Ballonschlacht (2012), and Evolution (2012). This
is mostly before the two of us met online. What
was the inspiration behind each of the games
between 2010 and 2019?
Volko: The ideas to these games came from myself.
The largest project was Mega Force. I worked on it
for eight months. It is a tactical role-playing game in
the style of Shining Force, a game for Sega consoles.
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24. Jacobsen: What is the synthesis of metaphysics
and Jungian Personality Theory for you? If I
remember, you hold Jung in higher esteem than
Freud and Jung has become more popular in
recent years, in re-discovery of him, by some.
Volko: If we look at the psyche, the brain and the
body and think of them as three entities connected
with each other, some of Jung’s postulates about
personality theory logically follow.

Volko: I wrote an article about this.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, World Genius Directory.
[2] Individual Publication Date: August 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/volko-five;
Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.

25. Jacobsen: How do you differentiate skepticism
and pseudoskepticism?
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Divorce for Men (Law Offices of Carey Linde) & Founder, Hawkeye Associates (Part Two)[1],[2]
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: As the 2010s rolled
past us, what were the most sensitive political and
social outgrowths of transgenderism and
transsexualism in this period?
Carey Linde: If you mean for the trans community,
it was the developing collectivity of community. This
increasing conspicuous collectivity in the public eye
caused the very phobia from which the community
wished to escape. As with acceptance of blacks and
gays over time, gender identity issues and people are
ubiquitous in the media. It is all less sensitive to a
growing progressive set of the population. At the
same time, the faith based right is rallying and
dangerous. Gender radical feminists are under literal
attack by the trans warriors.
Dr. Lloyd Hawkeye Robertson: Transwomen have
been extremely sensitive to being accepted as women,

and have battled for recognition often using the
courts and human rights tribunals. A coalition of
women is challenging their right to compete in
women’s sports, occupy women’s safe spaces such as
women’s washrooms and shelters, and access special
female funding and programming for education and
career development. It is interesting that transmen
have not faced the same resistance from the vast
majority of men. I can see a number of possible
reasons for this difference. First, it is possible that
men are more accepting of diversity as compared to
women. Second, it is possible that women do not want
to share their special privileges with people they do
not recognize as women, and that would include
allowing people who have had the physical
advantages of growing muscle and bone density in a
testosterone rich environment competing in
competitions reserved for women. Third, in some
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situations, women may have a genuine fear that
people with penises who claim to be women may be a
threat to their safety.
2. Jacobsen: Following from the previous
question, what might be a furtherance of these,
positive and negative, social and political
outgrowths of these issues?
Linde: Increasing acceptance by hopefully the
majority will make life less dysphoric for most. The
conservative right will become more harsh and
succeed in passing laws against what they don’t
like. Freedom of speech will be a major victim. It
already is.
Robertson: Relying on recent federal legislation, the
Ontario courts have forced the Ontario Minor
Hockey Association to allow adolescents with female
bodies to change in male change rooms. This is the
kind of social experiment no university ethics
committee would ever approve. One of two outcomes
is possible. Either a number of people with girl’s
bodies will be sexually assaulted by adolescent boys,
or they will not. If we don’t see sexual assaults
flowing from this experiment then we may reasonably
decide that we do not need separate facilities for
males and females at least for safety reasons. We are
beginning to see this change with respect to the
washroom issue. If, on the other hand, we see a
number of sexual assaults, the logical conclusion
would be to end the experiment; however, I don’t
think that will happen. I think politically, the
politicians behind the experiment will refuse to
accept its failure. They will double down with
increasing expensive measures to protect the
genetically female while engaging in male-blaming,
perhaps with references to “toxic masculinity.” But
we as a society do not need to follow them down this
hole.
I think we need to begin by acknowledging that
people on both sides of this issue have valid points
and concerns. As a society, we need to construct a
synthesis from the thesis presented by the
transactivists and the antithesis represented by the
growing feminist-traditionalist coalition. We can only
achieve this by respectfully listening to all concerns
and responding to those concerns with sympathy.
Scratch any scared or angry person and you will
likely find a good person inside.
3. Jacobsen: Mr. Linde, how is Canadian society
more dysphoric than in the past? How can
Canadian society become less dysphoric than at
present with the issues of transsexuality and
transgenderism more in the public consciousness
now?

Linde: There are great works written that diagnose
the malaise, alienation, addictive self destruction and
dysphoria experienced by most of mankind in the
present stages of world corporate capitalism etc.
Canadians among them. With some exceptions, life
is more stressful and not less. “…transsexuality and
transgenderism in the public consciousness” is a
freak out knee jerk ego offended reaction. One
percent or less of the North American population has
captured a historic position in the broad political,
cultural and social media consciousness. The
ubiquitous question is how did this happen so fast
and why?
Many explanations are given. All making a
contribution. No single answer has rung the bell yet.
One of the new phenomena fueling the panic is the
increasing number of young girls and women
deciding that being a boy in this world is a safer bet
than being a girl. And the medical profession and
big pharma is right their to enable this delusion.
Robertson: We have the situation of men being more
accepting of transmen than women are of
transwomen. The hypothesis that men are more
accepting of diversity would require more study
across different groups; however such an explanation
would be more acceptable to feminists than the
obvious alternative, that biological women are
protecting their privileges from competition while
men have no such privileges to protect.
If men are more accepting of diversity, it would have
to be a function of socialization. The testosterone that
gives men their sexuality also translates into stronger
bones, more muscle mass, and increased aggression
and competitiveness. These latter two traits were
necessary in traditional hunter gathering societies to
fearlessly challenge competitors, both predatory and
human, to protect bands that were essentially
extended families. But aggression and
competitiveness needs to be controlled or channelled
if civilization is to work. Religion played a pivotal
role in controlling and channelling male aggressive
instincts in the formative years of our human
civilizations. We have largely transcended religion by
secularizing our ethics and expanding their
application to all humanity, as for example, with the
establishment of universal human rights. And we
have been incredibly successful. Steven Pinker has
meticulously documented how we now have fewer
homicides, fewer deaths due to war, more gender
equality and lower poverty than ever before in human
history.
The argument would be then that the history of
civilization is, at least in part, a history of controlling
and channelling male testosterone. That aggression
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has been channelled into business, sports, politics
and protection of the nation-state. Men have been
conditioned to increasingly ignore minor or
insubstantive difference, but of course there are
numerous variables that also influence behaviour in
particular contexts. Of concern to me is that
tribalism has been increasing with a recent focus on
ideological, cultural and racial identities and that
this will result in breaking down the more universal
humanist ethic. To take the argument full circle then,
if the process of civilization included the aspect of
controlling and channelling male testosterone-linked
behaviours, then we would expect that women would
have been less affected by this aspect of socialization.
This would have left women more susceptible to
ancient xenophobic fears including fear of “the
other.”
4. Jacobsen: Dr. Robertson, Mr. Linde opines,
“Freedom of speech will be a major victim. It
already is.” Is this true to you, too? If so, what
forms of freedom of speech, as a colloquialism for
freedom of expression? Mr. Linde, on the same
note, who have been the central culprits in the
reduction in freedom of speech? To both of you,
why them?
Linde: The central culprits in killing free speech are
public institutions (such as universities and libraries)
and the mainstream corporate media. Having said
this, on the evening of Fer 1 I attended a hotly
protested talk at the Seattle Public Library by WoLF
radical feminists. Seattle’s finest had to come in and
haul off demonstrators who were set on denying
women the right to speak. And in March the
Vancouver Public Library will be reversing previous
denials and permitting radical feminists to rent space
for a function. This is a good sign for libraries. Now
if only the universities would come out of hiding.
Robertson: I agree with Carey that freedom of
speech is threatened, but I would add that it has
always been in a vulnerable position. I have argued
that the modern human self capable of individual
volition and objective thought is a cultural artefact
that evolved more than 3,000 years ago (see: Free
Will), and that modern religions evolved, in part, to
control and restrict the individual volition inherent in
this self. Galileo, for example, was imprisoned for
observing that there were moons circling Jupiter.
Such observations undermined the Catholic Church’s
then geocentric view of the
universe. Fundamentalists and literalists from all
major religions hold that their dogma is “revealed
truth” superseding any contrary findings of science

or philosophy. Until recently, that view was on the
defensive worldwide; however, the attack on science
and reason has been enjoined from a different
direction.
On the surface, postmodernism which holds that all
“truths” are provisional based on time and context
appears democratic. The logic of postmodernism
holds that there are different “ways of knowing” and
that all are provisionally true. In keeping with this,
Tom Strong of the University of Calgary stated that
science is merely a “white, male way of knowing.”
Similarly, some feminists have coined the somewhat
sexist term “mansplaining” to counter males when
they use logic to refute some aspect of feminist
dogma. I pointed out to Dr. Strong one and one half
decades ago that if science were only a “white, male
way of knowing,” the holocaust would be a Jewish
male way of knowing (most of the writers on the
subject are male), and the colonization of the
Americas is only an indigenous way of knowing. With
postmodern relativism each identity group conflates
belief with truth ignoring or discounting evidence
that may undermine that “truth.” But when framed as
“truth” instead of “belief,” people exercising their
freedom of speech to deny “my truth” is felt to be
offensive. Hence, we have seen people
“deplatformed” from speaking at universities and
libraries, and we have even seen university
professors fired for not speaking the “truth” of the
dominant ideology. In my forthcoming book I point
out the roots of postmodernism in German fascism,
and I believe that it inevitably leads to
totalitarianism.
I think we can agree that transsexual people have a
human right to freedom of expression which is, of
course, a broader concept than freedom of speech.
Concomitantly, radical feminists, traditional women,
and fathers such as the one Carey is representing
need to be heard. But there can be no dialogue
without differentiating between subjective realities
and objective reality. If we do not respect science and
reason, then we are left with different “tribes”
shouting at each other with no discourse possible.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Founder, Divorce for Men (Law Offices of Carey
Linde). Founder, Hawkeye Associates.
[2] Individual Publication Date: August 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/linderobertson-two; Full Issue Publication Date:
September 1, 2020: https://insightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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Abstract
Christian is a Philosopher that comes from Belgium. What identifies him the most and above all is simplicity,
for everything is better with “vanilla flavour.” Perhaps, for this reason, his intellectual passion is criticism
and irony, in the sense of trying to reveal what “hides behind the mask,” and give birth to the true. For him,
ignorance and knowledge never “cross paths.” What he likes the most in his leisure time, is to go for a walk
with his wife. He discusses: boxing; the greatest boxer of all time; what boxing gives him; psychology; does
psychology qualify as a science in some ways; does psychology not qualify as a science in other ways;
originally become interested in the question of psychology; mathematical codes in the Kabbalah; found
anything so far; the original Kabbalah; looking for mathematical codes; the central purpose of looking for
codes in the Kabbalah; the health risks in boxing; any definitive conclusions on psychology as a science or
not; the beatings; Tyson; biological father; mother’s defence and/or reaction to the beatings by his stepfather;
the boxing gloves and the pushing ball; Catholic school; years in the Catholic school; corporal punishment;
the bullying; win:loss ratio; flesh of the ear; psychology; psychological constructs; apparent reflections of real
knowledge about human psychology; Noetics; a legitimate form of inquiry and thinking; What would
delegitimize it as a form of inquiry and thinking; the roots of Noetics, etymologically; the neologism; objects
of study, relations orienting objects of study, and operations by which to perform studies on the objects and
the relations in Noetics; siblings or extended family during the beatings; the rest of the family’s opinion;
biological father and stepfather; to physical beatings or emotional-verbal berating; lifelong impacts; the
psychology of the abuser; the Catholic hierarchs; parts has psychology mistaken for the whole; some of the
more modern manifestations of this automatism in psychology; a Yeshiva; the Catholic school; Rabbi Akiva
and Shimon bar Yorjai; (White) kabbalah and “black kabbalah”; Madonna; 14 years of familial, schoolmate,
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and educational authority beatings; “methodological reiteration” and “constant and indefinite process of trial
and error tests”; biological father; divorce; a son of a divorced family and someone abused by a replacement
male authority figure; forming the parts of a systemic structure; a systemic structure; evolution of homo
sapiens tell us about such a hypothetical systemic structure via its biological substratum; zero connect
between the conscious and the unconscious; “burst”; the difference in treatment of siblings; intelligence is
carried via the mother; the sociocultural strictures on women in our societies; the cathectized energy; women
“bear everything”; the two pure substrates and the mixed substrate; this mega-structure; mega-structure
means something like a complex; the more intelligent tend to have fewer children; separated, disenfranchised,
and left apart, estranged, from parents and siblings; the hypochondriatism; the existential humanistic
theoretical models failed; why traditional religion failed; atheism and Humanism failed in current form; the
differences one might find in the brain; fear of rejection and loneliness; the reckoning for high-IQ societies;
others of high intelligence; common misconceptions of noetics; “logical principles”; “validity” and “truth”;
confusing validity with truth; the unifying bases, premises in its field of inquiry; critical while friendly
inquiry; mis-use or abuse as a system of inquiry via faith-based traditions or through purely empiric
traditions; others who pioneered this field; current leaders in this field; frauds proposing to be part of this
field; and the real and Truth.
Keywords: Christian Sorensen, Gnoseology, Noetics.
An Interview with Christian Sorensen on Noetics or Gnoseology (Part Nine)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: When did you get into
boxing?
Christian Sorensen: That was when I was about
eight years old, and my godmother gave me a pair of
gloves and a pushing ball, that I hung on a tree in my
house.
2. Jacobsen: Who was the greatest boxer of all
time (to date)?
Sorensen: In my opinion Mike Tyson.
3. Jacobsen: What does boxing give you?
Sorensen: The chance of being able to relive, the
constant beatings my stepfather gave me, and they
gave me in a Catholic school of wealthy people, for
being physically weak and different, but facing this
time, from the opposite lane, bigger and stronger
fighters than me.
4. Jacobsen: What is psychology?
Sorensen: It is a discipline, that studies the behaviour
and the human mind, their conditioning factors, and
the variables that can modify them.
5. Jacobsen: How does psychology qualify as a
science in someways?
Sorensen: Currently, besides from presumptuously
claiming to be a science, it does not qualify with
anything else.
6. Jacobsen: How does psychology not qualify as a
science in other ways?
Sorensen: I think that psychology throughout its
history, has constantly placed the wagon before

placing the oxen, since it has been quite proliferating
from the point of view of its models and theoretical
systems developments, but at the same time, has done
it as if building a house of cards, because ultimately
these are almost completely devoid of any scientific
basis. In this sense, unlike the empirical-experimental
sciences, basic stages that are necessary and are
fulfilled by any one of them, have been skipped, due
to the fact, that psychology has ignored what should
always precede as a must, any type of theoretical
construction. The aforementioned is evident enough
since this discipline has not even been able, to
adequately define until now the most basic issues,
such as occurs for example with the object of study,
and with the adaptation of the scientific method, in
relation to its characteristics and nature.
Consequently neither has been capable, to define the
research hypotheses associated in turn with the
independent and dependent variables, which aren’t
really empirically refutable, nor has it had the scope
to propose no kind of scientific law, as a logically
unavoidable preamble for any further progress.
7. Jacobsen: When did you originally become
interested in the question of psychology as a
science or not? It is an inherently interesting
question, especially when I was working in three
psychology labs at once. It was a tacit assumption
in the affirmation, in some, and in the negation, in
others.
Sorensen: I was interested in that problem during my
doctorate in Philosophy, because I was struck, by the
presumption through which it was as an undeniable
fact, that psychology is a science. I think that by
doing so, psychology runs the risk of taking the parts
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for the whole, in other words to fall into an
automatism, when imagining that because there are
theoretical models with a clear experimental
inclination, such as occurs with the radical
behaviourism of B.F. Skinner, and with cognitivebehavioural and systemic approaches, that then
wrongly it could be assumed as something
necessarily, its scientific status. Therefore according
with the above, what actually happens, is that the
attempts to flirt with science, can only be accepted as
nothing more than mere manifestations of a sort of
scientific mimic, similar to what occurs when it is
said, that a swallow does not make Summer.

Torah and who lived strictly according to the
Halacha. This last, was until about twenty years ago,
indeed after that it was opened again, in order to
spread its wisdom among those who were interested
in acknowledging this path and put it into practice.

8. Jacobsen: When did you become interested in
mathematical codes in the Kabbalah?

12. Jacobsen: What would be the central purpose
of looking for codes in the Kabbalah?

Sorensen: It was a process, some years ago that
coincided when I lived with my family in the
orthodox city of Bnei-Brak in Israel. There I was
studying in a Yeshiva, and after visiting the tombs of
Rabbi Akiva and Shimon bar Yorjai in Meron,
although in that environment it was generally not
considered correct to do so, I was motivated to study
deeply the Zohar, since I had the hypothesis that
there were mathematical codes, which are susceptible
to be deciphered.

Sorensen: The purpose is to take the reason beyond
its own limits, that is to say, to be able to cross this
dimension of which we’re aware in order to enter
another, without knowing what we are going to find
out, or what are the laws that will act on it, but at the
same time by pre-sensing it as existing, since in
certain way the latest implies no matter what plane is
alluded, some degree of effective reality. Somehow it
is similar, to expect to have an encounter with a loved
one, after having only seen its silhouette, nevertheless
with the intuition that once the veil is removed, it will
be possible to contemplate the truth of its figure
through the eyes of the soul.

9. Jacobsen: Have you found anything so far?
Sorensen: I think that at least, I have the certainty of
what it is not. In my opinion, the Kabbalah has
different levels of depth or elevations, and from that
point of view, its highest level would have to do with
mathematical codes, but not in the form of
numerology and gematria, which is how it is usually
conceived, when assigning a numerical value to each
of the twenty-two characters of the Hebrew alphabet,
from which different combinations and
interpretations are made afterwards. Rather, I believe
that these mathematical codes, need to be found in
what I will denominate as Black Kabbalah, which
would be the opposite of the aforementioned, since
they should be deciphered along and between the
unwritten spaces, of the rows or lines that form the
Torah texts.
10. Jacobsen: When did the original Kabbalah
begin?
Sorensen: I believe that the origin of the Kabbalah,
coincides with Abraham’s life as a patriarch. What is
relevant about this historical landmark, is that it
corresponds to the change in the nature of the
Kabbalah, since at that time, it was a popular
knowledge to which everyone had access. It was a
little after that, that took a radical turn by becoming a
hidden and secret wisdom, regarding which only a
few had access, in concrete those that were expert in

11. Jacobsen: How does looking for mathematical
codes in the Kabbalah differ from looking for
mathematical codes in other things?
Sorensen: The mathematical codes in other things,
allow to reach some result, while in the codes of
Kabbalah no results are reached, since their codes as
such are an end in itself.

13. Jacobsen: What are the health risks in boxing?
Sorensen: All the conceivable risks, including death.
I somehow think, boxing is a way to get in touch with
one’s own thanatian drive, and lastly to dance with
death.
14. Jacobsen: Have you come to any definitive
conclusions on psychology as a science or not, or,
at least, on sub-disciplines within the remit of
psychology?
Sorensen: Nothing is definitive, since nothing is
more definitive than change. I think that it may still
take about two or three centuries for psychology, to
reach a scientific status, because in some way, it is
similar to a chain that still lacks links, therefore can’t
be recognizable as something delimited and
distinguishable. For now, in my opinion, it is only a
discipline that doesn’t own a respectable body of
knowledge. Therefore, practically nothing can be said
about its validity or not, due to the fact that occurs
with it almost the same which happens with arts.
Indeed both are legitimate knowledge, in an aesthetic
sense, but are not valuable regarding their theoretical
structure, from a measurable perspective. In other
words strictly speaking, basically in the case of
psychology, is not possible to determine if it is or it is
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not, a reflection of a given object in reality, in
consequence can be concluded, from a scientific
prism, that its theoretical models and systems,
actually aren’t knowledge.
15. Jacobsen: What age did the beatings start?
What age did the beatings stop?
Sorensen: They started when I was about two years
old, when they forced me to walk with a belt pulling
my stomach, because I didn’t want to do so, and they
ended up at school when I was sixteen years old.
16. Jacobsen: Have you seen that clip of him
ducking and dodging in latter middle age with
incredible adeptness and speed, Tyson?
Sorensen: I did see him training for his fight with
Evander Holyfield. He is in very good shape, and
despite his age, Tyson has maintained his power and
speed.
17. Jacobsen: Where was your biological father?
Sorensen: A few blocks from where I lived. I think,
he never realized what was going on with the abuses.
I believe that even though this topic, regarding the
episodes of abuses and my adulterous origin, were an
open secret, around it there also was a sort of very
good compartment of information. Until his death, he
was a partner in businesses with my stepfather. When
I was a kid, I used to go to his house to play with my
two half brothers, however when I had to do my
preparations for the Bar-Mitzva, which we were
going to do with one of them, since we had the same
age, my stepfather suddenly objected it, and
prevented me, from having contact with him and my
half brothers again.
18. Jacobsen: What was your mother’s defense
and/or reaction to the beatings by you stepfather?
Sorensen: Actually apart from praying, I think that
nothing else.
19. Jacobsen: Do you still have the boxing gloves
and the pushing ball?
Sorensen: They were kept in my parents’ house until
not long ago, but I think that after they moved; they
got rid of those things.
20. Jacobsen: Why attend Catholic school?
Sorensen: Because apart from the fact, that this
school was socially very well seen, since it was
frequented by wealthy families, my mother despite
being of Jewish origin from her mother, and coming
from a family that for generations, was secular and
freemasonic, suddenly decided in life, while being
married, to deny her origins and family traditions, by
becoming an extremist Catholic, and by convincing

my stepfather, to convert from Lutheranism to
Catholicism.
21. Jacobsen: How many years in the Catholic
school?
Sorensen: Six years.
22. Jacobsen: Was corporal punishment part of
the school system?
Sorensen: In my particular case, I think so, since it
was evident that the teachers and authorities endorse
it, despite this situation, was not a generalized fact
seen with other students. The way it was channelled,
was through my classmates, and higher-level
students.
23. Jacobsen: Why the bullying in the school? I
recall Professor Noam Chomsky describing antiSemitism so ‘thick that you could cut it with a
knife’ back in his day.
Sorensen: As with all the actually unopened secrets,
this case was not the exception, since everyone knew
my story, but cynically nobody spoke openly and
straightly about it. Here there was a lethal mixture,
because on the one hand there was a strong antiSemitism, due to the fact that my mother and I were
considered pigs marranos, and also because she was
seen as a whore, who was called to atone for her sins.
I remember that several times, while my mother was
seen passing by the large window of the classroom,
the teacher and my classmates began to make antiSemitic comments, and to say insults treating her as a
prostitute, which right away triggered me to come to
her defense, by being indeed openly sarcastic and
scathing. Every time this occurred, I confronted them
as usual, except on one occasion when the pan
turned. That time as usual, they were laughing at my
mother, but instead of having several fronts opened, I
focused exclusively on the teacher, and like a belldog
I did not loosen him, until he had no choice but to
remain silent, and withdraw flushed with shame and
rage from the classroom. Afterwards the priests
wanted me to apologize, but since I refused to do so,
they punished me suspending me from classes.
Anyhow it was useful what I did, because even
though the insults towards her continued as hallway
rumors, at least they stopped uttering them in public.
24. Jacobsen: What is the win:loss ratio for the
boxing bigger and stronger fighters in general for
you?
Sorensen: 0:1 respectively, since regardless of the
record of battles won, I don’t know any of them, that
either for health reasons or for leading a life
dissipated and wild, hasn’t lost everything in their
existence.
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25. Jacobsen: Any thoughts, or emotions really,
onTyson’sappetite for flesh of the ear?
Sorensen: It was a desperate cry of helplessness, for
not tolerating the frustration of being defeated in that
match, and on his return to boxing, when he was
already old, and after having an undefeated career.
26. Jacobsen: Does psychology qualify as a
“discipline” on this level or merely as one on
paper and not in practice?
Sorensen: I think that psychology, is similar to a
paper tiger, since without even judging it, feels itself
as if it was a science, when actually it is not in any
sense. Nevertheless, it could be treated as a
discipline, but not as an art, because unlike the latter,
and although possesses a theoretical body, that
strictly speaking, and due to the reason that is not
validatable, from an empirical-experimental
perspective, is neither knowledge, has from the other
side, the intention of constituting scientific theoretical
systems, through its work. In other words, while it is
holding a deficiency in this context, on the other hand
guides its intentionality, towards a last end. Therefore
it is deducible to infer, that the scientific status for
psychology, in a perfeasibility sense, which in turn, I
would denominate as methodological reiteration, is
associated with a constant and indefinite process of
trial and error tests, based on a temporary asymptote,
where the goal searched, should be reached at a
certain indeterminate point, although this must be
identified with a theoretical infinity.
27. Jacobsen: What psychological constructs seem
to be delving into some level of deeper truths
about the human condition and the human being?
Sorensen: I think that psychoanalytic models, as they
deepen the understanding of the functioning of the
unconscious and of conscious mechanisms, and the
systematic procedural cognitive models as well,
because they manage to study and integrate
cognitions and feelings, with behaviours and interindividual relationships, as forming parts of a
systemic structure.
28. Jacobsen: What parts of psychology as
currently practiced, in doctoral research and
after, seem to hint at some roots – maybe using the
aforementioned psychological constructs? Not
necessarily “knowledge” as previously defined,
but, rather, partial images or apparent reflections
of real knowledge about human psychology.
Sorensen: I think that fundamentally it is
circumscribed to neuro-psychology, since through it,
the psychological functioning, that is to say the
behaviour, cognitions and affections, are landed to a

biological base or substratum, which means that
between the psychological and the biological factors,
one of them tends to be automatically scientized.
29. Jacobsen: What is Noetics?
Sorensen: It is the critical study of knowledge, that
seeks to value it, in relation to its formal logical
validity, and to the ontological reality.
30. Jacobsen: What demarcates this as a
legitimate form of inquiry and thinking?
Sorensen: The logical principles.
31. Jacobsen: What would delegitimize it as a
form of inquiry and thinking?
Sorensen: To confuse validity with truth.
32. Jacobsen: What are the roots of Noetics,
etymologically?
Sorensen: It comes from the Greek word noetikos,
which means, what is related to the nous, that strictly
speaking signifies the capacity
to intellegy immediately an idea, that is to say
without the need, as occurs with logos, of the
intermediation of discursive reasonings.
33. Jacobsen: Why the neologism?
Sorensen: Because a man is like a planet, since it
doesn’t have holes. Therefore needs neologisms, to
emphasize the fact of having its own world, and for
leaving spaces in language, due to the reason that
metaphor cannot give it.
34. Jacobsen: What are its objects of study,
relations of orienting the objects of study, and
operations by which to perform studies on the
objects and the relations in Noetics?
Sorensen: Noetics is equivalent to gnoseology,
therefore encompasses all the objects of thought,
including those that regard intuition, in the sense
of intus legere, and of the epistemic ones as well,
which are related to science.
35. Jacobsen: Where were your siblings or
extended family during the beatings or the talk
within the family, if any, about the beatings?
Sorensen: I was the oldest one. I had a godmother,
who was Jewish and a psychologist. She was always
very concerned about me, and several times
confronted my stepfather, when he found out that I
was beaten or mistreated. Every year, in my
birthdays, we spent the whole day together. Once, she
gave me a pair of sneakers, that I loved very much,
and I had wanted them for a long time. When I got
home, my stepfather forced me to return them,
threatening me not to tell her the real reason, because
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he had warned me not to ask those sneakers, since as
a Jew I had to get used to receiving only second-hand
gifts. When I went to her, I was very scared, but even
though I tried to find justifications, she realized what
was going on, and immediately went to confront him.
The short story of it, was that I managed to keep the
sneakers, and my stepfather had to resign himself and
could not reprimand me.
36. Jacobsen: What was the rest of the family’s
opinion of your stepfather?
Sorensen: My stepfather, as father, was absolutely
different with all my half brothers. He has always
been very loving and concerned, and has never
beaten or mistreated them. In turn, they love him very
much, and have always seen his parental figure as a
good role model. My mother, for her part, has
suffered a lot with being married in every way, but
has never done something, because she has always
preferred her comforts above anything else. The rest
of the family, has always been clear about the
abysmal differences he made with me in relation to
my half brothers. Even it could be said, that they
were scandalized by these abusing behaviours, and in
fact many times they teared their clothes for this
reason, but in summary, they preferred never to get
too much involved into it, as a manner of avoiding
any kind of conflicts.
37. Jacobsen: How many times did your mother
marry or remarry? What about your biological
father and stepfather?
Sorensen: My mother has been married only once.
What happened to me, was a slip within the marriage,
that has been kept with seven locks in order to
maintain social appearances and a good reputation.
When my mother was dating my stepfather, she
introduced him with my biological father, who was,
in turn, the boyfriend of her best friend since they
were girls, so that they could do business with each
other. With the passage of time, my mother lost her
best friend, because this last never forgave what she
did being friends. After a while they got divorced,
and they both continued to have businesses in
common, although with a tense and distant
relationship, until he died almost thirty years ago.
38. Jacobsen: What do beatings do to children?
How do young men and adolescent boys, even
quite young boys, react to physical beatings or
emotional-verbal berating?
Sorensen: They harm them in every way, by leaving
wounds, that although they can lick them alone, as
dogs do to heal themselves, can never be erased,
because they remain as indelible traces of suffering. I
think that they react depending on each case, with a

lot of frustration, anger and fear, for feeling
powerless, of not being able to do anything to change
that situation, and at the same time, they feel guilty
and responsible for believing that they are the cause
that ultimately provoked these abuses.
39. Jacobsen: Do you believe there are lifelong
impacts from these things, these actions, on the
young?
Sorensen: For this life and the other if there is any.
40. Jacobsen: What is the psychology of the
abuser?
Sorensen: To joyfully take advantage of the weakest,
and if suffering is showed and mercy is implored,
then to continue until they burst.
41. Jacobsen: How did the Catholic hierarchs
react within this context of the beatings?
Sorensen: By supporting them, and participating
with psychological abuses.
42. Jacobsen: What parts has psychology
mistaken for the whole?
Sorensen: I think that the existential-humanistic
theoretical models, including the transpersonal and
bio-energetic psychology.
43. Jacobsen: What are some of the more modern
manifestations of this automatism in psychology?
Sorensen: Everything that has to do with the
development, and sale of techniques and therapeutic
approaches, that offer outcomes that in most cases
only have placebo effects, and when they could have
any results, these are not sufficiently objectified.
44. Jacobsen: Why were you studying in a Yeshiva
at the time?
Sorensen: Because I wanted to accompany the son of
my wife, who was living there, and because some
rabbis who were considered Tzadikim, estimated that
I was blessed by God for the intelligence I had, and
they proposed to me to study for becoming a rabbi.
45. Jacobsen: Do you believe the Catholic school
wealthy, elite, and anti-Semitic environment
carved an independence of mind and a
steadfastness in spite of the difficulties of life for
you?
Sorensen: I think so. I also think, that it taught me to
relativize things, to integrate the good and bad
aspects of the objects, and to have a very sharp
tongue as well. Sometimes though, paradoxical
things happened, due to the fact that many times my
mother caught my attention, when I was a child,
because according to her, since I was five years old, I
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had done psychological bullying to my stepfather,
who afterwards reacted with anger. I take advantage
of mentioning this, because he was also involved in
the mistreatment of the school, matter that was
recognized by himself, since he had asked the
authorities of the school, to do what was necessary, in
order to teach me to be more humble. In this regard, I
remember that when I was about eight years old, to
some extent I liked to debate existential issues, since
in this way I had the access key to place him at a
crossroads. In concrete, I enjoyed to get to the point
in the discussion, where I heard that his stomach was
starting to make strange noises, and he had to
interrupt abruptly the conversation, for going right
away to the bathroom. The fact that he had
indigestion, for listening to me, was the moment, in
which without the need of using violence with
aggressive words or blows, I felt the certainty of
having achieved a victory, through a gesture that
meant more than a thousand words, and that had a
subtlety and cynicism that exceeded that of the
priests.

as horizontal symptomatology, historically speaking,
the fear of rejection and loneliness.

46. Jacobsen: Why focus on Rabbi Akiva and
Shimon bar Yorjai?

51. Jacobsen: Why did they divorce?

Sorensen: Because Rabbi Akiva, was one of the
most memorable Tzadikim, and since he had been the
teacher of Shimon bar Yojai. And regarding the
latter, due to the fact that I consider that he is the
father of the Kabbalah, because by was capable to put
in written form, what represents its most important
text, since until then this was only known by oral
tradition, and which in turn has allowed to perpetuate
the knowledge and study of this wisdom, throughout
the centuries.
47. Jacobsen: Have you been juxtaposing and
working on the relations between (white)
kabbalah and “black kabbalah”? Why did
Madonna get into it?
Sorensen: No, since I think that white Kabbalah
takes the wrong path. Why Madonna got into
Kabbalah? I think that for the same reason why she
eats Sushi.
48. Jacobsen: 14 years of familial, schoolmate, and
educational authority beatings. No doubt, this
would leave an indelible impression. What is the
symptomatology for you?
Sorensen: I think that I have gone through several
symptomatologies during my life, some of which still
persist today. When I was a child and adolescent, I
tended to somatize my anguishes and fears in
different physical ailments, which in adulthood have
mutated and have led me to be a hypochondriac. And

49. Jacobsen: With this “methodological
reiteration” and “constant and indefinite process
of trial and error tests” aimed at an ‘infinite
hypothetical point,’ where does this leave us in
comprehension of the full human being, i.e., of the
human “soul”?
Sorensen: In the letter h of the word human.
50. Jacobsen: Why was your biological father so
disconnected?
Sorensen: I actually do not know. I think that with
my mother there was a kind of folie de deux, since
she suffers from the same syndrome. An example that
demonstrates the aforementioned, was when once,
taking advantage of the fact that my stepfather was
travelling, she invited him to the house, but instead of
being both alone, she profited off the opportunity for
making a blind date with a friend of hers, who was a
top model of the time.
Sorensen: Because apparently, she never got over his
infidelity, and all the farce that was created around
this story, for trying to save social appearances.
According to my mother, she never spoke to her
again, and unlike him, who never remarried or had a
partner again, she literally untied herself, to make her
ex-husband suffer in the same way, and that’s why
she first married a footballer from the low leagues,
and after a while she kept jumping from one partner
to another.
52. Jacobsen: As a son of a divorced family and
someone abused by a replacement male authority
figure, did you ever fear this manifestation in later
life from you – in either case?
Sorensen: Before marriage yes, after being married
no. I think, it is necessary to distinguish between
being afraid of something, and being aware of the
evil of it.
53. Jacobsen: Of the “forming parts of a systemic
structure,” what seems like the true substructure
here?
Sorensen: The black box.
54. Jacobsen: With the “biological base or
substratum,” does this seem to hint closer to the
“systemic structure”?
Sorensen: The psychological functioning, is
mediated by neuro-biology, and the outcome from
that intersection, is what I will denominate as neuropsycho-biological substrate or biological base.
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Therefore, and strictly speaking, there would be three
systematic structures, of which I am going to name
respectively the two formers as pure, and the last one
as mixed.
55. Jacobsen: Why should there be a systemic
structure?
Sorensen: Because in each of them, there are parts
that form a whole, nevertheless that whole is not
equivalent to the mere sum of its parts, but rather to
the different interactions that the parts maintain with
each other.
56. Jacobsen: What can the evolution of homo
sapiens tell us about such a hypothetical systemic
structure via its biological substratum?
Sorensen: What it indicates, is that it evolves
through the biological substratum, and that this last,
is what makes the systemic structure increasingly
complex.
57. Jacobsen: Could this be a systemic theoretical
framework for understanding while the system
itself lacks a true integration to such an extent so
as to remove the possibility of a systemic structure
– akin to the idea some time ago of zero connect
between the conscious and the unconscious?
Sorensen: I think that in this context, the idea of
system goes beyond itself as such, since more than
one are interacting with each other, therefore it is
reductive and simplistic to think univocally and
singularly about it. In consequence rather than
believing in one systemic structure, I would say that
multiple systems form what I will denominate as
mega-structure, due to the fact that all of them
simultaneously belong to the same main system,
which is not equivalent to be sub-systems, since they
have in common an identical operational or
functional sense, but on the other hand, each of them
has an independent structure with its own and
different properties.
58. Jacobsen: Did you “burst”?
Sorensen: I do not think so. In this sense, since I
believe that energy is a constant, and then that it
cannot be eliminated, but only transformed and
channelled through something, is that I decided
ultimately not to exploit. What I actually did, was to
intentionally accumulate all the energy, and
afterwards to focus it on a predetermined objective as
a target. In other words, what I managed to do, was to
drive it by cathectizing its force through alternating
forms, in order to use them chameleonically
depending on each circumstance, and of what I was
needing according to them.

59. Jacobsen: Why the difference in treatment of
siblings, at root?
Sorensen: Because I believe that when my
stepfather, saw the intelligence difference that he and
my siblings had with me, he realized that it was
equivalent to what he and my siblings have with
gorillas. And perhaps, he surely imagined, that this
has happened because my mother, unlike to what
occurred when they were making my brothers,
touched the stars of pleasure when she was making
me with my biological father… With these last
words, I am only repeating what she herself has said.
60. Jacobsen: If intelligence is carried via the
mother, what do the siblings do now? How is this
intelligence manifested?
Sorensen: They are vile puppets handled and
dominated by my stepfather. It should not be
forgotten, that although the intelligence is inherited
from the mother, this is a hereditary polygenic
characteristic, therefore there is no guarantee, that
they inherit the same intelligence, and in fact
statistically speaking, it is highly improbable, not to
say it’s pretty impossible, to repeat more than once,
the same event of having a son with immeasurable
intelligence.
61. Jacobsen: Even with the high heritability of
intelligence from the mother, and even with the
abusive environment never escaped, what does
this state about the sociocultural strictures on
women in our societies?
Sorensen: That unfortunately almost all women are
like paper, since they bear everything.
62. Jacobsen: What have been some of the uses of
the cathectized energy?
Sorensen: Generally, it has been for exercising what
I denominate the right of reply, which translates in
knowing how to wait for a space, that I will name as
timing, and then to use the hidden meanings through
what is said, but is not articulately expressed within
the language, that ultimately I will objectify by
utilizing the mechanism of the joke and its effect, as
an empirical parameter, in order to evaluate its
effectiveness.
63. Jacobsen: Why do women “bear everything”?
Sorensen: Because they seek a master and lord, over
whom they can reign.
64. Jacobsen: With the two pure substrates and
the mixed substrate, what can estate about each
substrate?
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Sorensen: That respectively the neuro-biological
substrate, has a purely material nature, in the
anatomical and physiological sense, that the
psychological base has a purely immaterial nature,
that it could be viewed as psycho-spirituality, and
that the neuro-psycho biological order, has a mixed
nature, which I will denominate as transitional, since
constantly and dynamically flows through a
continuum, that goes from the extreme of pure
psycho-spirituality, towards the other that is purely
anatomical and physiological.
65. Jacobsen: Will this mega-structure be forever
opaque given the subjective nature of experience
and the use of subjective experience to gather
some approximations of the material phenomena
correlated to experiences?
Sorensen: I am not sure of that, because the fact that
the subject points out his experience, as something to
which he can attributes a transcendence, in the sense
of not giving to it any spatiality, and of presuming it
with a sort of life of its own, does not imply
necessarily that objectively speaking, this could not
be found in any part of the mega-structure, and even
more, that probably the root of its origin could not be
limited to this last. Therefore, it’s plausible to deduce
that further behind its origin within the megastructure, nothing else would exist regarding the
subjective experience. I think that perhaps what
occurs, is the opposite, since actually this would be
the mega-structure that makes opaque the latest.
66. Jacobsen: Does mega-structure mean
something like a complex in this orientation?
Sorensen: The mega-structure, is a systemic body,
that apart from being subject to feedback
mechanisms, integrates material and immaterial
natures, as relative entities, since rather than
integrating them into a mixture, where each one
would maintain their intrinsic properties despite the
whole they form, what it does, is to hybridize both
through states, that are in permanent dynamism, and
that are constantly changing.
67. Jacobsen: Why do the more intelligent tend to
have fewer children while the highly intelligent
and beyond trend towards no children
whatsoever?
Sorensen: I think that there is an evolutionary force,
that interprets intelligence to the extent that it
becomes more extreme, as if it was a genetic
mutation, and therefore nature operates on it, in the
same way as it generally does with malformations.
Consequently, natural selection, would also act in
order to limit its survival, which could be seen as an
expression of pettiness or envy. Nevertheless in this

context, instead of doing this with the weakest, does
so with the intention to exclude the excessively
intelligent as strong individuals, since these just
occur with the weakest and the most defective ones,
would lastly break the balance within nature.
68. Jacobsen: Have you largely been separated,
disenfranchised, and left apart, estranged, from
parents and siblings in adult life? In either case,
do you have any wishes regarding it?
Sorensen: I think that all of the above, has happened
to me in different measures, and everything has been
magnified in my adulthood, since despite the
consideration that my siblings and stepfather, as well
as my mother with her accommodating attitudes,
towards luxuries and her comfort zone, think of
themselves, that is a model of a Catholic family, who
preaches Christian charity permanently, and attends
mass daily, they have completely excluded and
excised me from their family, due to my origins and
for being a free lay thinker, to the point that literally,
I do not have the right to enter to the house of my
parents, not even for using the bathroom in case of
need. All of the aforementioned, is a story that I am
just describing, nevertheless, I think that to forget,
first it’s necessary to remember, and since I still
remember, and I wish to continue remembering for a
long time, I’m not in a hurry to forget. Besides,
neither I am willing to milk cows that are dead.
Anyhow, the positive matter about this tale, is that
even though apparently anything belongs to me,
materially speaking, due to the reason that they
intend by all means to disinherit me, I am on the
other hand fortunate, because regarding love, I have a
certainty that few can have.
69. Jacobsen: How is the hypochondriatism
directed?
Sorensen: Making my wife dizzy with it several
times per day, and visiting the doctor often with the
phantom of my imaginary diseases.
70. Jacobsen: Why have the existential-humanistic
theoretical models failed?
Sorensen: Because they have become a sort of
religion.
71. Jacobsen: In turn, with the elephant on the
chopping block, why has traditional religion
failed?
Sorensen: Because they are all totemic cults, that
have idealized the murdered father, by turning this
figure into a deity to venerate.
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72. Jacobsen: Following the previous question,
why have atheism and humanism failed in the
current form?
Sorensen: More than humanism, it is the
existentialism that has failed, at the same time that on
the other hand, atheism is not equivalent in this
context to atheistic existentialism, since I think that
what has failed, is rather the latest, and not atheism as
such. What’s been occurring, especially in the case of
the french existential-humanism or existentialism, is
that they have straightly become a light or soft
vitalism or nihilism, that’s unable to explain enough,
the notion of none-ness or existential emptiness,
which leaves in my opinion, the concept of existingbeing locked in a tautological circle.
73. Jacobsen: If I remember right, with a 185+
(S.D. 15) on the WAIS-R, then this means a
highest score known to me on the most
consistently legitimate tests with the WAIS, SB,
and RAPM as the top three. Of individuals
“known to me” with two tips of the hat to Kirk
Kirkpatrick with 185 (S.D. 15) on the SB and
Katsioulis 180+ (S.D. 15) on the WAIS-R, you’re
the one. We have covered this ground. The stars
appear to have aligned that time. Now, this leads
to some interesting neuro-biological, neuroanatomical speculation, Einstein had more glial
cells. Any speculation as to the differences
one might find in the brain for you?
Sorensen: They will surely find many more neurons
than the ones Langan & Co. have, and that the rest of
the ones who are at the top of the loop have.
74. Jacobsen: How did this fear of rejection and
loneliness play out in life, personal and
professional?
Sorensen: When I have felt one of both, I have
replaced the original feeling associated to it, with
another that has opposite valence.
75. Jacobsen: With much defunct societal status,
inflated IQs, and the like, in the high-IQ world,
the falsehoods cannot last forever. When will the
reckoning for high-IQ societies come down on
them even more, as they have – given the
graveyards and the personality controversies?
Sorensen: When it is found, that none of those gods
of Olympus, of imaginary ego-inflating games, is
capable of solving any important problem for
humanity.
76. Jacobsen: Have others of high intelligence
been demonized within the family? Who? Is it the
same reasons over and over, or various reasons
depending on context (or both)?

Sorensen: You, should respond yourself that
dilemma. Next.
77. Jacobsen: What are common misconceptions
of noetics?
Sorensen: The fact to believe that noetics is
equivalent to the philosophy of science, that this last
differs from epistemology, and to think that the latest
would be an activity of science, which is supposed to
be developed with respect to each of its particular
fields of knowledge.
78. Jacobsen: What “logical principles”?
Sorensen: They would be respectively the principles
of non-contradiction, identity, and excluded third
party. Additionally would be the principle of
sufficient reason, since although it is not logical,
because it is ontological, it is nevertheless related to
the previous ones. From my point of view, there is a
fifth within them, that’s also ontological, and which I
will denominate as the principle of necessary reason.
79. Jacobsen: What differentiates “validity” and
“truth” in this context?
Sorensen: The fact that validity, refers to truth from
the point of view of complex or logical discursive
reasonings, while truth as such, has relation to the
correspondence between the essence and existence of
being.
80. Jacobsen: How would one confuse validity
with truth?
Sorensen: To the extent that both can be part of a
deductive affirmation, in the same or opposite senses,
since they can be invalid and false, valid and true,
invalid and true or valid and false.
81. Jacobsen: With noetics as gnoseology, what
are its unifying bases, premises in its field of
inquiry?
Sorensen: The concepts of logos apophantikos in
relation to the ones of essence, existence, and being.
82. Jacobsen: As a critical while friendly inquiry,
how does this add to the discussion now?
Sorensen: By adding the rest of the discussion, from
the beginning and from the end, so that this looks like
a sort of ham in the sandwich.
83. Jacobsen: How could this be misused or
abused as a system of inquiry via faith-based
traditions or through purely empiric traditions?
Sorensen: I think that by taking, what I consider to
be the fundamental noetic concepts, as if they were
sort of rocks, which would mean to interpret them
unequivocally, as if they were pieces of reality, and
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without recognizing that their value is precisely the
opposite, since they never reach to fully squeeze the
reality, because noesis as an act of perceiving or
intellectually conceiving the thing, would necessarily
be imperfect, due to the fact that a part of the thing
itself, is going to always be hidden or veiled in terms
of gnosis.
84. Jacobsen: Who are others who pioneered this
field?
Sorensen: Unless you consider that I pioneered this
field, there can’t be others, since yet I have not
named anyone.
85. Jacobsen: Who are the current leaders in this
field?
Sorensen: There are no who, since nobody is.
86. Jacobsen: Who are frauds proposing to be
part of this field?
Sorensen: Scientists, who intend to do epistemology
of their own sciences.
87. Jacobsen: In this reality of the opacity of
apprehension of the totality of the real, why are
the search for, attempt to define, and efforts to
encapsulate ultimate truth, penultimate truth,
absolute truth, utter truth, undivided truth,

perfect or pure truth, or non-relative or nonvariable truth, or whatever other name one wants
to use to grasp at the same idea of Truth, simply
futile for thousands of years in the past to the
present, even now, and forever into the future?
Sorensen: Fortunately this attempt is useless, since
otherwise, the advance of knowledge would have
already been stopped. The only thing that identifies
with the truth, in terms of an absolute, is a nirvanal
state, that actually would be identical to death, due to
the fact that as such, is the only moment, in which
what there is, undeniably is a forceful response,
which does not need any questioning or completion
by something. For this reason, if the aforementioned
wants to be seeing from an existential point of view,
then death, is a blind point in where a state of perfect
equilibrium which equals zero, and a state of vacuum
totality coincide.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Independent Philosopher.
[2] Individual Publication Date: August 1,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/sorensennine; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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An Interview with Anja Jaenicke on Productivity, “Pen Gwyn – The white head,” “Das Spiegelbild des
Seins,” and “John Dee on the shoulders of Issac Newton” (Part Four)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: For some of your
artistic productions, based on the images you sent

me, there is a sense of dreariness, angst especially
in “Das Spiegelbild des Seins” the sense of not
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know what is going on what is going to happen
while desperately wanting to know what will
happen. What are some of the common emotive
themes of the work for you?
Anja Jaenicke: If you are referring to the scene
photos of “Das Spiegelbild des Seins” (The Mirror
Image of Being”) it is very easy. The Film is based
on a novel written by me and it is a crossover
between mystery and classical psycho thriller, where
psycho implies angst and the fact that you do not
know what comes next is the suspense or the thrill.
Regarding my other works I think I am rather
versatile and there are not many common themes in
my creations.
2. Jacobsen: You have been highly productive. Yet
you lament a culture of mediocrity in the country.
You are not the first to note that to me. Why?
Jaenicke: Well if there are others who say so, maybe
there is something to it?
Now during the Covid 19 Pandemic the whole misery
becomes visible. But I am an optimist. Art has
survived many crises since the dawn of time. It might
adapt and it might change but as long as there is
humanity there will be art.
3. Jacobsen: For “Pen Gwyn – The white head” It
is a very self assured critter. What is the
inspiration for this particular production?
Jaenicke: The Pen Gwyn has a human face inside of
him. It characterizes his human nature. His name is
Werner.
The inspiration for the adventures of the penguin
Werner and his friend Klaus is the film maker
Werner Herzog and his favorite enemy the actor
Klaus Kinski.
The books are in some way a homage to them.
4. Jacobsen: In some more of the photographs sent
of “Das Spiegelbild des Seins” some of the central
characters are portrayed in the same dismayed
position, especially the actor Joachim Bernhard
known from the Academy Award nominated
movie “Das Boot”..
Jaenicke: The storyline of the film “Das Spiegelbild
des Seins” is about Sophia and her mother who live
in a twilight reality based on religious fanaticism.
Joachim Bernhard excellently plays the character of
Dr. Leid, a psychiatrist who wants to understand
more and by doing so he is pulled deeper and deeper
into the abyss of Sophia’s schizophrenic world until
the realities collapse and melt with each other to

leave the audience without a compass in the midst of
chaos. (See IMDb – Das Spiegelbild des Seins 2016).
5. Jacobsen: What is the meaning of the piece
“John Dee on the shoulders of Issac Newton”? I
am reminded of a famous phrase from Newton.
For the connection with John Dee, what is it?
Jaenicke: We as a species are one. Every thought
that can be thought of has been around for some time
before. But it can only come to frustration and fully
materialize at the right moment and under the right
circumstances. Newton was so close to a theory of
relativity but he couldn’t grab the last pieces. He was
caught in his time and his conventions of thinking. It
needed Albert Einstein hundreds of years later to
fully understand the concept. John Dee was a great
Mathematician and Astronomer in his own time and
some of his ideas might have influenced or even
illuminated Sir Isaac later. Every knowledge is based
on knowledge gained by people before us.
We carry this old knowledge within us, like a demon
until it is ripe to be released and understood.
6. Jacobsen: People can find some of the books at
Amazon.com written by you. What books took
more time, more focus, became a point of intrigue
and emphasis?
Jaenicke: Every work is different, some come
spontaneously others need more time but they all
need focus and they all are loved. Luckily I am a very
focused and systematic person.
Some people think art and creativity come easy but
that is not quite true.
All creations need logos. Only if you walk down the
path of logic until its end, where it becomes illogical
you can open yourself to imagination and creativity.
It is a bit like in the poem “Page d’ecriture” by
Jacques Prevert, where we find us in the middle of a
math class at school “Two plus two equals four” says
the teacher, “repeat!” and the child sees the wonder
bird at the window and the child and the bird play
with each other while the teacher shouts “Stop the
nonsense!”
All the children hear the song and they play with the
wonder bird until the two and the two disappear and
the one and the one are no longer two, the blackboard
becomes rock again, the ink becomes water and the
pen becomes bird.
Maybe we all should become a bit child again.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] German Poet and Actress; CEO, HIQ-MEDIAPOOL INC.; Member, Poetic Genius Society.
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[2] Individual Publication Date: August 8,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/jaenickefour; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical

development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.
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An Interview with Anas El Husseini on the Glia Society, Community Sensibility, and Tests (Part Two)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: When we’re looking at
high-IQ societies, what are some areas for
improvement?
Anas El Husseini: First is communication, especially
in Internet-based high I.Q. societies. Private forums,
email newsletters and journals belonging to high I.Q.
groups had lost a lot in terms of member activity in
the last decade. It seems that the older members were
more prolific, whereas the newer generation got more
busy with their own lives or more distracted in the
Internet. It seems that people nowadays tend to
communicate more through their smartphones and
favorite apps, so older web technologies have
become an obsolete way of communication to them.
The second area of improvement is collaboration, and
that’s also correlated with the group activity level.

2. Jacobsen: Why do most of the high-IQ societies
seem to congregate online more than in-person?
El Husseini: It costs more to create physical rather
than a virtual (online) high I.Q. societies. For
instance, someone has to pay for rents, take care of
logistics, etc. On the other hand, an online presence
of a society costs much less and is easier to manage.
Moreover, members are usually dispersed over the
world, so it may not be ideal for them to travel to one
place at the same time to congregate. The relatively
small number of members is also another factor. One
can see that, in I.Q. societies with lower I.Q.
threshold like Mensa, they periodically hold meetings
and physical events for members living within the
same country or area.
3. Jacobsen: Why is there such a turnover in the
number of high-IQ societies? Many either defunct,
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in limbo, or functioning merely as branding cover
for a personality, a theory, or as a parody on the
whole notion of super-high-IQs and accurate
measurements at those levels.
El Husseini: The lifetime of a high I.Q. society
depends first and foremost on its administrator. If the
administrator is persevering, and gives enough of his
time to satisfactorily complete his administrative
duties, then the society will usually survive for very
long. If the administrator or few members in the
group are successful at engaging other members in
discussions or activities, that is also a big plus.
Societies lacking those traits do not last long and die
silently. The intent and the motivation of the founder,
the rules of conduct within the society and whether
they’re enforced well or not, and the strictness in the
requirements for admission also determine whether
the society is standing on a firm ground or will soon
go down with the slightest quake.
4. Jacobsen: What tend to be the ethical leanings
and political orientations of these high-IQ
societies, e.g., democratic, authoritarian, or
anarchic?
El Husseini: The ones I’m a member in are
democratic. I suspect most of the others, if not all, are
so too. I doubt any of them are anarchic. Members of
high I.Q. societies are both intelligent and have high
self-esteem. They will naturally reject any sort of
dictatorship or chaotic ruling enforced upon them by
a group that they willingly opted to join and are free
to leave.
5. Jacobsen: Out of those forms of ethical leanings
and political orientations, what one seems to bring
out the best behaviour and community
construction for the high-range?
El Husseini: Since we are talking about people
belonging in the same high range of I.Q., democracy
seems like the best fit. Depending on the society, the
range of I.Q. can vary widely between members.
Some societies accept those with I.Q. at 120 or above
(S.D. 15) such as Tensa society (they rebranded
themselves later and changed the admission I.Q. to
125), while others require an I.Q. as high as 190
(S.D. 15) such as the Giga Society. There are also
unique societies like the Grail Society where the
admission I.Q. is higher than 200 (S.D. 15), although
it does not have any present members so far. One
person out of 20 possesses an I.Q. of 125 or more,
but the rarity of an I.Q. of 190 is at 1 out of a billion.
So even if we call all members of high I.Q. society
intelligent, there is still a large I.Q. gap that may
hinder reaching consensus or make political/ethical
leanings vary to a certain degree. There are also

people who qualified to I.Q. societies by fraud, or the
rules were too lenient and admitted them although
they were not qualified. Those are the kind that
usually brings out trouble and controversy within an
I.Q. society. The stricter the admission rules, and the
higher the I.Q. score of admission, the more the
society is peaceful, organized, and civilized.
6. Jacobsen: What is the Glia Society?
El Husseini: The Glia Society is an Internet-based
high I.Q. society that admits people at the 99.9th
percentile (which approximately corresponds to an
I.Q. of 146.6 at a standard deviation of 15). That
means that theoretically 1 out of 1000 of the adult
population qualifies to join that society. One must
submit an I.Q. test report that demonstrates he has the
required I.Q. or above to be admitted. There is a long
list of accepted I.Q. tests for admission, and those
include many of Paul Cooijmans’ unsupervised high
I.Q. tests. Upon admission, the member has access to
a private journal called Thoth, a member-only email
newsletter, social media groups, and the ability to
take Paul Cooijmans’s I.Q. tests for free, among other
privileges. The society was created to facilitate
contact and collaboration between intelligent people
7. Jacobsen: When was it formed?
El Husseini: The society was founded by Paul
Cooijmans in 1997, who is also currently its
administrator. It has gathered several hundred
members from all over the world since then.
8. Jacobsen: Why is the Glia Society focused on
Europe?
El Husseini: Although the society was nervecentered in Europe in its early years, it grew to be
more global with time. It is more accurate to say that
the majority of members now originates from
Europe, North America, and East Asia.
9. Jacobsen: When did you join the group?
El Husseini: I joined in December 2012.
10. Jacobsen: How did you qualify for the Glia
Society?
El Husseini: I qualified by obtaining an I.Q. score of
149 (S.D. 15) on the “Psychometrically Activated
Grids Acerbate Neuroticism” test.
11. Jacobsen: What is Thoth?
El Husseini: Thoth is the Egyptian moon god. It is
also the nickname of the future Grail Society
member. Moreover, Thoth is the name of a journal
that only Glia Society members can access and read.
The journal publishes the content of authors verbatim
and allows them complete freedom over what they
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want to publish. Non-Glia members are allowed to
send content to be published in the journal as well,
although they are not allowed to read it.

knowledgeable and remarkable in their verbal and
logical abilities. Megalomaniacs usually lack at least
one of those traits.

11. Jacobsen: Have you contributed to it?

13. Jacobsen: Why did you join the high-IQ
community in the first place?

El Husseini: Twice several years ago.
12. Jacobsen: I love the phrase “A
Megalomaniac’s Waterloo” by Cooijmans. It is
the coda on the separation of the wheat from the
chaff of the high-range. Many come to these tests
thinking rather highly of their innate gifts, which
seem apparent while not as high as assumed by
them. How would you describe the world of the
high-range?
El Husseini: Megalomaniacs are annoying living
beings. Yet, their delusion with themselves can
become a good source of humor sometimes. I believe
Paul Cooijmans published many megalomaniac
messages that were sent to him, either because of a
dissatisfaction of a score on an I.Q. test or due to
reasons related to admissions to Giga Society. One
can find some of those messages on a page entitled
“Expressions of gratitude from satisfied candidates”
in Paul’s I.Q. tests website. Needless to say, the
world of the high-range does not open its doors to
this kind of people. People of the high range are able
to correctly observe and assess their own abilities,
and they all possess a great amount of inner order
that correlates with being very organized, more

El Husseini: I joined in order to be in contact with
other intelligent people, especially with the absence
of I.Q. societies that have physical presence in my
neighborhood. I was also fond at the time of I.Q.
tests, and high I.Q. communities were a source of
tests and puzzles of a rare and high quality.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, Glia Society.
[2] Individual Publication Date: August 8,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/husseinitwo; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Abstract
Marv Westwood is a Professor Emeritus in the Counselling Psychology Program, and recipient of the Royal
Canadian Legion Professorship in Education. His major areas of teaching and research are focused on
program development, teaching and delivery of group-based approaches to help clients make effective life
transitions. Prior to coming to UBC, he taught at McGill University (1973-80). and prior to that St. Francis
Xavier University (1971-73). Over the past 25 years he has led the development of the UBC Veterans
Transition Program to help promote recovery from war related stress injuries for which he received both the
Queen’s Golden and Diamond Jubilee Medals in 2005 and 2013. In 2012 he established the Centre for Group
Counselling and Trauma (CGCT) for teaching and research in the area of group work. He is advisor to the
President’s initiative for the development of UBC Veteran Friendly Campus. Currently, he is Senior Advisor
for the Institute of Veteran Education Transition (IVET). George Belliveau is Professor of Theatre/Drama
Education at the University of British Columbia, Canada, where he currently serves as Head of the
Department of Language and Literacy Education. He co-produced, directed and performed
in Contact!Unload. His research has been published in various arts and theatre education research journals
and books. He has written six books, including a co-edited one with Graham Lea, Contact!Unload: Military
Veterans, Trauma, and Research-based Theatre (UBC Press, 2020). They discuss: culture; particular issues
around masculinities; forms of trauma; actors; mythologies about masculinity; some of the fallouts; we give
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An Interview with Professors Marvin Westwood and George Belliveau on War, Men, Trauma, Drama, and
Recovery[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: What are the gender
associations within various parts in our culture?
Professor Marvin Westwood: There are
masculinities in first responders, military, and police,
where there are definite roles and cultural
conventions that traditionally socialized males adhere
to. It plays out in all aspects of their life for better and
for worse. So, what you see, sometimes, in the
military is the traditionally socialized masculinity,
they value being protective. They mention to a
female troop, “You stay back. We’ll protect you.
Don’t worry.” They get pissed off [Laughing]…
Jacobsen: …[Laughing]…
Westwood: …because they’ve signed up to do the
action. Then the guys feel misunderstood and the
women feel misunderstood. So, we do have a modern
day kind of reckoning about “let’s get clear about
what culture of masculinity you’re ascribing to.” It
can be helpful when we think about working with
men as particular cultures because it becomes
depoliticized to a great extent. Thank, God!
[Laughing]
2. Jacobsen: Yes! [Laughing] George, when you’re
coming at this, when we’re talking about this
particular issues around masculinities, how are
you viewing this? How is this playing into some of
your professional work?
Professor George Belliveau: I am not an expert in
this area. Theatre is definitely my domain, and
education, but I can speak in relation to having
worked with the veterans and a lot of the challenges
that we kind of face. Sometimes, we didn’t really face
them. We, often, get feedback from audience
members. That they were grateful for the stories.
They were longing for stories of women’s
experiences, and how we could integrate more of a
narrative of women. Sometimes, it was easy to
answer that question because the call out was a
Movember men’s health project. So, we were funded
to work with men. That was the easy answer. Maybe,
the second level answer was the work that Marv does
in therapeutic enactment with the veterans is to
create this space, where they’re going to open up and
work through some of their injuries. They’re going to

keep moving forward. The theatre was an extension
of that. In some ways, to fill a curve, and say, “It was
going to be a mixed group.” It didn’t feel right in that
moment. As the project advanced down the road, new
iterations came up, we had achieved some of what we
wanted to achieve in terms of the combination of
therapy and theatre. Then we were a little bit more
nimble to include more women on stage. In terms of
masculinity, I’m not making a claim for one side or
the other. This project happened to be situated with
men. We honoured that. That was it.
3. Jacobsen: Marv, within the field of counselling
psychology and psychology even generally, what is
the current state of discussion around issues that
men deal with disproportionately negatively?
Those forms of trauma that tend to be more malespecific, men-specific.
Westwood: Okay, there are conversations, which are
going on now. Again, it has to return back. When you
think about therapy and counselling, there’s
something referred to as cross-cultural counselling.
That’s respecting the norms and the influences of
sub-groups. What we try to do is teach clinicians to
understand that the issues that men have a major in
because of their cultural shaping for the most part,
they have a very strong sense of self-reliance,
individualism. It is a sign of a weakness if they have
to ask for help. So, unlike the gendered culture of
most women in our culture, they are socialized to be
more affiliative and seeking help to get what they
need to become healthy again is not a threat to their
identity. For many traditionally socialized males, to
get help, it is a called a failure of self. They’ve
internalized that as weakness. Now, the problem is,
of course, you can be upset about that. You can
blame them. Or what you can say, “Let’s understand
their culture, where they come from.”
I’ll use an example of the police or the military. They
are acting very badly and recklessly sometimes, when
they are scared and threatened. So, they might start
medicating more aggressively because they are
scared inside, but they will never acknowledge it.
Fear gets manifested as rage and anger. Because it is
very threatening to their psychological self if they
feel fear. They cannot ever admit that they are
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fearful. So, they project this out in other ways and get
into trouble. What we would say, “Okay, it is time for
us to not be judgmental about these males who do
this, but try to understand this in a therapy context
and create an environment to getting them moving
from a sense of defense of self-sufficiency to
affiliative nature and being allowed to deal with the
traumas and injuries.” One of the great things about
understanding culture and masculinity. Traditionally
socialized males, they maty never approve help, but
they approve helping others. So, our groups have
become very successful with the veterans is we meet
them. We say in groups of 6 or 8. They have traumarelated injuries with deployments overseas or traumas
drawn up even as kids – believe it or not. We say,
“None of you are here for help. Are you?” They say,
“Nope!”
Jacobsen: [Laughing].
Westwood: We say, “Good, welcome! But how
many of you are here to help other guys?” “Yup!” All
their hands go up. So, what we do, we built a
program, “So, let’s get down to work then.” You
have a whole team of people who are extremely
helpful. In the process of helping others, George
depicts this in the theatre of the military to some
extent. In that, it is very empowering for injured
males to get in touch with their emotional “baggage,”
as they call it, that they’re carrying through the
enactment of helping others drop their “baggage.”
You can see what I’m saying. They are very ready to
help. We use enactment to do this. In the process of
doing this, they say, “Hey, that’s me too. That
happened to me! I got fucked up too!” We really
don’t criticize or judge them when they come into
therapy, “You’re not a compliant client.” We have to
understand their culture. That way, they become very
cohesive as a group. They become very helpful. They
become very caring. Of course, underneath all of that,
as you can imagine, they see how they suffered a
great deal in childhood with emotional deprivation as
young males because they usually have fathers who
were traditionally socialized males, at least in the
military. We are unpacking that whole thing. It seems
very, very successful with one of the principles of
traditional masculinity. Does that make sense to you?
4. Jacobsen: Yes, I want to touch on the
terminology they’re using too, but, first, I want to
go to George as well. George, when you’re
working with actors or those who will be that
which the actors will represents, individuals, so
say veterans with trauma, observing, interacting,
learning from their experiences. How do actors
who may not have that trauma to that level derive
from within themselves that form of resource that

they can call upon when they are trying to act out
a particular scene that’s replicating, to some
degree, traumatic event(s)? To convey to the
audience, this is a fact of life for those who have
gone through a wartime scenario.
Belliveau: So, first, I will speak from a theatre side
as opposed to the project Marv and I collaborated
on. As actors, you’re trained to play all kinds of
roles. Most great plays are either wounded
individuals from the classics like Arthur Miller to
contemporary work with Tennessee Williams. In
many ways, they are broken families and broken
individuals. As an actor, you’ve arrived to play, even
if it is a classic piece like Shakespeare. You want to
play the tragedy. Depending on the theatre tradition
and training, there is a misnomer of Stanislavsky
acting, where people try to feel everything the
character feels. You do get caught in the tropes as an
actor. But really, it is about technique and figuring
out what you can relate to, and keep distance from,
so you’re in control of the emotions. It is not the
emotions in control of you. In terms of that, I think
that’s acting. That’s why it is called acting. There’s
no real thing bigger than if you’re playing someone
who is broken-hearted because of a family incident,
etc. There are variations of authenticity, etc. But it is
all part of the work belt of the actor.
With our project with the veterans, the veterans
performed, for the most part, their our stories. We’re
all making up stories in the process. We’re all pretty
close at the truth in some part of the process. But as I
listening to Marv, some of the veterans would start to
tell the stories of other people. That they were quite
comfortable with.
Westwood: Yes.
Belliveau: Eventually, they would tap into their own
story. We were interested in their stories. So, they
could authentically share their stories. My initial
goal was none of the veterans/performers would tell
their own story. But then, we got into a situation. One
of the veterans said, “I don’t want anyone else to tell
my story because they might fuck it up.” But actually,
the next levels of that had nothing to do with not
being authentic. He didn’t want others to feel the
pain that he felt because he was still distinguishing
between what is theatre and what is life. So, the
levels of them sharing stories of self and others
waxed and waned. As Marv said, they really, if
anything would bring them back, said, “How am I
supporting my fellow veterans?” At the height, we ha
6 performing veterans. One of them was just starting
the process of joining the military. 5 core people had
either served in Afghanistan, Rhodesia, and other
places, other conflicts. But they not only want to
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support one another. What became vivid, they wanted
to support the actors, the cast, the counsellors, to
help counsel them. They event wanted to help the
actors. In many ways, they did. The three graduate
students who were on it and others on the periphery
really got unstuck with some of the challenges that
they were facing in their own lives because of the
sensitivity of the veterans.
So, I think the later version, as I think more about it,
of Unload, which is a variation of Contact!Unload:
Military Veterans, Trauma, and Research-Based
Theatre. It highlights how a veteran is actually there
telling their story, has gone through this kind of
therapeutic process, is still struggling with these
things never fixed, but really shines by helping
others/civilians to enable them to move into civilian
society. That’s very military-still oriented, and still
pretty masculine in some ways.
Westwood: Yes, it is. Scott, the goal here is doing
the project. It had quite a change in social perception
in the military community as recognizing that a
healthy masculinity does include expressing – they
would call it – and releasing the “baggage” of
trauma, as they called it in therapy, “Unfucking their
shit.” “Unfucking their shit” are the terms that they
used. Once they saw others doing it, and being
successful, they started doing it. It has changed a lot
of the attitudes of the people in 2 or 3 of the armories
here in Vancouver who attended the performance
because George’s play. They were shocked when
they saw it because they were military performers,
not actors. It legitimized the conversation that they
could talk about back in the regiments that they
carried back from Afghanistan or Yugoslavia, or
wherever. So, it had an educational outreach
function. Also, for women in the audience, I think it
had a compassion and understand in breaking
stereotypes of masculinity because Hollywood
continues and the media people tend to reinforce that
these guys are real assholes and uncaring, but it is all
a real defense, Scott. It is being reinforced by the
movie industry, the pretense of autonomy. As a
group, I think they undermined some traditionally
held beliefs about not getting the tools to get healthy
again, and where you might kill yourself.
5. Jacobsen: Even with the dramatic statement at
the end there, you did diplomatically state it. If
people are portraying this on the big screen, in a
false manner, they are profiting off stereotypes.
Westwood: Exactly.
Jacobsen: So, these are mythologies about
masculinity and then profiting off the stereotypes
based on the mythologies. The real question for

me, then, “In what manner did you fractionate,
break apart, some of those stereotypes based on
some of the responses coming back from
individuals who had seen themselves in a play?”
You can say, “I broke apart stereotypes about
masculinities.”
Westwood: Yes!
Jacobsen: However, what manner did they break
apart? What was broken apart about the
stereotypes about masculinity? Other than a
general statement using one word: autonomy.
Westwood: Oh, okay, you want to do this one.
Belliveau: That’s a good question. Again, I am not
talking from the therapeutic side. The therapy was
continuing as they kept doing the theatre project.
They did hold on. There was a still a masculinity to
hold on and a rah-rah camaraderie. In some ways,
some of them needed that because they – Scott, and
you may know this, Canadian military is very
different than American military – are spread out,
come home. One is in Port Coquitlam. One is in Port
Moody. One is in East Van. The idea of the legion of
them coming together. That was another generation.
So, the camaraderie and the masculinity. They
needed some of that. To create the space, it was
wonderful. Theatre mimics it as well; there is a
camaraderie because there is an understanding. I
think where they were able to parse it out and break
it down, when they were conveying that to a general
audience. Part of our job in creating the theatre
piece was helping the audience because they weren’t
an insider. We need to go step-by-step with not only
therapeutic enactment on stage, but also what it is
like to be in the military, to transition home.
Everything had to be translated in ways. I think
during the translation, a lot of things occurred with
their lived experiences or experiences themselves. It
opened up a lot of discussion amongst themselves. I
will pause there.
Westwood: Also, the other stereotypes that got
altered. The audience could see these individuals on
stage who had been injured terribly badly in a
military context. They talked about having empathy.
They never, ever thought about how much grief some
of the soldiers carry when they come back when they
lose their buddy who dies beside them in a military
vehicle. They really show very clearly that their
buddies are as important to them, as their partners in
life or as close as a family member. So, when they
get killed or die, the loss is extreme. Some of them
never recover. They say things like, “It should have
been me that died.” Some of the suicides that take
place, as we know from interviewing them; they feel
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they don’t deserve to live because their buddy fell.
And they didn’t. The audience became very aware of
how the military reinforces this helping each other.
But if something goes wrong, you didn’t have your
buddy’s back. They carry a lot of guilt and shame.
They do an enactment, recreate the scenes. For
example, the buddy who got killed and they cannot
save, or whatever. We bring them back alive. They
actually speak to the person and say, “You have to go
on with your life. I died. You didn’t. Will you live for
me? So, it releases them. It isn’t just a stereotype
about masculinity. You also buy into the idea of “at
all costs. You’re there to protect your mate.” If
something happens, there’s a lot of guilt and shame.
That’s a lot of injuries that happen to people. When
you unpack that, you realize it can happen to
anybody. The audience is surprised by the amount of
pain, psychological pain, that they can endure in
battlefield when the losses are great. If a child, a
friend in Afghanistan, dies who brought them water
all the time, he had to be killed because somebody in
deployment had it reported that he was carrying
weapons and ammunition, and was going to blow up
the compound. So, to save the compound, they took
his life. It haunts them forever.
6. Jacobsen: How prevalent are some of the
fallouts of this? The mental health issues, the
suicidal ideation, etc.
Westwood: Oh! If you look at returning military,
only about 25% of people in deployment have what is
called PTSD, but untreated PTSD leads to acute
depression, isolation, and then suicidality. Suicidality
rates can be as high as 12% both in the United States
and, I think, here, if untreated. Some of the suicides
happen years after. They call it post-war casualties,
but because without therapy. They never dealt with
regrets and the observances that they had made. In
our program, that’s the main goal, get them in as
soon as they get back. Suicidality risk goes down
very significantly and with depression rates. They get
on with their life. They see the injury of war as
normal into an abnormal event. It is all the ones who
don’t get help, don’t get seen. They’re at risk. The
audience understands that. Look, in my family
fighting in the Second World War, of my dad’s
friends, over half of them were alcoholic. All they
were doing were self-medicating because of the all
the shit they experienced and the things they had to
do. They’d go to legions and become chronic
alcoholics, where they died. People call them
“heroes.” So, there’s nothing. That masculinity thing
is false heroism. Fortunately, projects like George
and I are doing help break those stereotypes.

7. Jacobsen: Why do we give them these bribes
socially, these titles?
Westwood: Why do we give them these bribes? It is
for compliance. Because you want to use them up.
You want them to join and give their lives away. The
military, unfortunately, is a real reason why they
invest in stereotypes. However, as I learned from the
vets over the years, they say, “All I wish they had
said to me was that when I signed up. I should have
signed up with informed consent. I never had any
idea as to what I was signing up for. I was 17 or 20. I
am glad I signed up. It was a great event. It was a
great training. I represented this country. It is very
honourable. But nobody signed me up for the
psychological pain of what I would have to absorb
endure that could threaten me.” Now, we are teaching
people. When they go into the military, you should
know that you’re heading into something, but there is
treatment when you go back.
Belliveau: When I think of that, soldiering is an old,
old profession as well. There’s an honour. There’s a
sense people belong to something. There’s an appeal
to that. There’s a cost in the reality of it.
Westwood: I wanted to say, Scott. You should know.
Some of the veterans that were in Afghanistan, when
I went back to Afghanistan. They took me to where
these things had happened. Many of them wanted to
see the water projects they worked in or the schools
they helped build. When they are on the deployments
serving, they are, often, not there as combatants.
They are there as world servers and peacekeepers.
They really like to get attached to the people. In
Quebec and Ontario, the Canadian military went into
the seniors’ hospitals. We couldn’t handle it. They
wouldn’t think twice about going. They go into spots
to do those things. Most are very worthy and
important parts of any society. It is just that because
there are many males. They [Laughing] don’t know
that they are entitled to a very effective treatment
when they get out. That’s what they are starting to
learn.
8. Jacobsen: If we look at the history of the United
States with regards to recruitment into the army
or the armed forces, often, they are not going to be
rich, white families sending their children to these
things. Often, it is going to be men of colour, poor
men, etc. Is that the same case here, in Canada?
Westwood: Yes, it is. I’ll tell you. Until recently, the
majority of our recruits, especially post—WWII,
came from the poor areas, the Prairies, and some of
the Maritimes, who have a higher military
representation than southern Ontario or the West
Coast. Because it was a way out. It had security. A
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lot of these young men came from divorced families,
the army was symbolic of a positive father figure.
They were, often, quite traumatized in youth due to
poverty or race. They will do anything to get some
security and recognition. One thing that they do is
recognition. They get to belong again. I think humans
in general are very affiliative and want to belong to a
group. If you look at gangs, why do people join
gangs? There is good motivation. They want to be
with other people doing things. It is just that what
they end up doing, if they are criminal gangs, is
getting into trouble, but sports and military are a
healthy way of getting some identity, some
recognition. But hey get punished, of course, and
bullied in the process, and so on. Those are some of
the injuries that we deal with, which is the shame and
the bullying happening in the army, whether
language, skin colour, indigeneity, nerd behaviour. It
doesn’t matter.
It can be quite brutal. So, those are some of the
therapeutic corrections that we attend to when they
come back. It is helpful for them to acknowledge that
it occurred there. It isn’t just sexual harassment in the
military. There are all sorts of other darker stories
playing out, as in the busines world, but just different
things. They are vulnerable that way.
9. Jacobsen: Now, George, I recall a 10- to 15minute commentary by Marv and you on the play
by Rzgar Hama Rshed, Soldierland. There was a
general conversation around the ways in which
the actors had moved. When you’re training
actors to represent military types, military
psychology, in behaviour, how do you or how
would you bring about that realism in terms of
how they are controlling their body, being very
methodical, and almost semi-robotic in the ways
in which they are pacing a stage and approaching
a performance?
Belliveau: So, again, with this particular project,
because, for the most part, the military men were
representing military men, that was wonderful. But in
our first iteration, we had civilians who had to be
trained. This was beautiful because when you’re
doing these community-based projects; it’s not about
creating artistic verisimilitude, which doesn’t exist
anyway. Because what is depicted in society, it can
be so diverse. But there were some key things that
any military audience member would see if a civilian
as starting to march on the right foot versus the left.
Westwood: Yes [Laughing].
Belliveau: That their arms were swinging higher. But
what became wonderful, they could, as military
people, go, “Oh, he’s definitely British. This person

is from a particular era because they march and
salute this way.” So, we really relied on the veterans
teaching civilians. I don’t know how far they got with
the civilians because the amount of rehearsals was
probably insufficient. I think we had probably
already reached part of the goal because the veterans
had shared some of their insight and tacit knowledge.
Skilled actors can play a veteran than a veteran can
play themselves.
Westwood: [Laughing].
Jacobsen: [Laughing].
Belliveau: Good actors just do. The physicality, good
physical actors would get everything, every beat,
bang on. So, audience members might say, “They did
this wrong.” If you investigated it, the actor is very
skilled. The reason it was “wrong” was because it
was on purpose. We were not dealing with veteran
actors. We were dealing with volunteer civilians for
the most part. That became a really important part.
The veterans really want the civilians if they were
playing those people to move and act in a particular
way. Again, it was country-based to a certain extent.
Even Luke was commando, the royal marines would
do things this way [Laughing]. It was all part of it. As
we toured with it in other places, that conversation
continued.
Westwood: Also, Scott, some of the civilians, a
minority of them in the performance really valued
being taught by the soldiers about stance, posture,
discipline. It was good for the esteem of the military
because the military were teaching things about
themselves to the civilians, which they really
appreciated, about their discipline. It benefitted them
as well.
Belliveau: You mentioned Paul Martin earlier [Ed.
off-tape.]. Harjeet Sajjan saw the tail end of the
performance at one of the armories here. He had
come for an event there [Ed. Beatty Street Drill
Hall.]. He saw it when we were in Ottawa on
Parliament Hill. Same as Erin O’Toole, Erin has
seen different iterations. Certainly, he has been in
touch with us more. They would, as politicians as
well; the authenticity for them, who didn’t have the
movement and language of military. They saw
something in it. That probably none of the politicians
could see. That was always very powerful to get it
right.
Westwood: When people came from their regiment
to see the performance, and the actors were prepared
as performers, the guy who saw it said, “This is really
authentic,” and would really buy into it. “They’re like
us. They’re really soldiers. If they go for help for
depression and dysfunction, and so on, I can do that
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too.” It was really good for the authenticity. On a
lighter note, I would say. We had an example of
getting validation when they performed this in
Canada House in London, Ontario for Prince Harry
because he had just come back from Afghanistan. He
was quite affected during the show because he stood
[Laughing]…
Jacobsen: …[Laughing]…
Westwood: …during the whole performance. Eye to
eye with the actors, I thought it was so military. They
just looked at each other. He was affected in a
positive way. That was validating for them because
the regiment that he belonged to was a sister regiment
to the Canadian company. So, their whole travel to
the U.K., participating in this, expanded their
awareness. We all really appreciated how they
represented us at the Canadian High Commission.
10. Jacobsen: Are there different issues men and
women have in the military?
Westwood: You’re like this story. When we decided
to run therapeutic groups for military, we knew that
we would have to have a women’s group and the
men’s group. They had to be the same kind of group,
but divided by gender. I should say, “Sex,” not
gender as we found out, because so many of the
women had experienced the trauma of sexual
harassment of males with whom they serve. So, of
course, they can’t be in a therapy to community, but
not all did. We found out when we created a
women’s program. Some of the women, a few of
them said, “Look, why are you putting me in the
women’s program? I want to be with the soldiers,”
and the majority of them were men. So, it is a more
masculine gendered focus in a woman or a person
who is a female. They were really annoyed that they
couldn’t be in the other group because they identified
with the culture of the military. That they are a
minority within a minority. We had to accommodate
them as best we could, but we didn’t expect that. We
thought: a women’s group and a men’s group. Some
of them went, “No! I don’t belong there. I belong in
the men’s group. I serve with them. That’s where I
want to be.” So, the binaries that we hear about all
the time don’t always work. Scott, sorry, but I have to
wrap this up. Do you have anything else to ask me
before I go?
11. Jacobsen: Sure, real quick, any other
recommended researchers or organizations for
individuals who want to look more into this, or
books?

Westwood: I would say right off: go on the website
or look to the VTN, Veteran Transition Network. It
is online. It is Canada-wide. They have access to all
the questions that people might have, the public and
the military. That’s a very good start. The other good
start is Canadian Institute for Military and
Veteran Health and Research, CIMVHR. I would
say, VTN will be one thing to get them going. They
can be contacted. They are very helpful about getting
help for family members. Our program runs through
them. There is another link. The whole play is on the
UBC, Peter Wall site. The whole Contact!Unload is
on the site with a pre-discussion. It was done in the
BMO Theatre. People were talking about military
before. Then the veterans speak a little afterwards.
So, that’s all professionally filmed. The play
highlights Marv’s therapeutic enactments. You get to
see it with veterans. So, the play is only 30 minutes
long. That’s another resource that people can tap.
Belliveau: And Scott, another thing I want to say to
you. Do you know that some of the people that we
have worked with who have some of the most acute
traumas were the journalists who covered the
military?
Jacobsen: Yes, I am aware of this. I know some,
not personally, but I know of some, even Pulitzer
Prize winning, who have spent extensive time in
war-time and talk about being haunted during the
day by some of the things that they have seen.
Westwood: Yes, what we do, one of the Ph.D.
students who has approached, not you personally,
other journalists is that they get so much other
vicarious trauma because everyone loves a journalist
to be upfront about all that stuff. It takes a real toll on
them. Anyhow, it’s really good talking to you, man.
12. Jacobsen: Thank you very much.
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1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: When you were
growing up, what were some of the prominent
family stories being told over time?

3. Jacobsen: What was the family background,
e.g., geography, culture, language, and religion or
lack thereof?

Casper Tvede Busk: Not much as I remember. My
great grandfather buried cheese a meter down in the
ground, and dug it up for eating in springtime. My
grand father worked at a factory and change the
fortune of the family around, so my father could go to
school and become a chief engineer.

Busk: My parents are atheists. My grandmother was
religious. Christian, I guess. I was raised in Denmark
for the first seven years, but then we moved to Spain,
probably because of taxes.

2. Jacobsen: Have these stores helped provide a
sense of an extended self or a sense of the family
legacy?
Busk: You mean stories :). I am sure they have, in
some sense, contributed to a sense of identity and
duty towards my family. Of course, my ego is quite
demanding, so I might have taken anything into
account when considering why I have become the
person I was (as a child).

4. Jacobsen: How was the experience with peers
and schoolmates as a child and an adolescent?
Busk: As a child, I was very angry. My mother was
an alcoholic. I got beat up by the older kids, and in
return I picked on those in my own surroundings. It
really started when I moved to Spain. Before that, I
was placed in a boarding school as a five-year-old,
and then another boarding school in Spain until I
finish secondary school. Then I was kicked back to
Denmark to get a real education. I have studied five
subjects at the university (Theology, Semitic
philology, Spanish, Mathematics, and Philosophy),
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but I only got a bachelor’s degree in math and
philosophy. I play a lot of different musical
instruments, I write poems or songs, and I smoke
hash every day. I have no job.
5. Jacobsen: What is the purpose of intelligence
tests to you?
Busk: I don’t know. Recognition, I guess. I really
just want to win, so I am obviously lured by exercises
I do well in. I think it a major attribute that has
helped me a lot during my life, but it also a bit of a
curse, because satisfying communications with other
people becomes rare.
6. Jacobsen: When was high intelligence
discovered for you?
Busk: In 2002, through Mensa. I always did well in
school, and believed I was pretty ok, but after an
incident in 2002 when I was hit by a car, and was put
in coma with three internal fractures in the skull, I
decided to take the Mensa test to see if something
serious had gone wrong. Many months after the
accident I was quite beside myself. But I passed with
the highest score possible, and thought everything
was ok. Now, I know it wasn’t My intelligence is ok,
or very good, but my emotional decision-making is
flawed in some way. I also suspect that there are
certain emotions or aspects of them that I am not very
good at communicating comprehensively, and worst
of all, I am not really aware of it. Some people fear
me, or simple don’t know which box I belong to, and
I have no control of it. Other people like me very
much, and I appreciate them extensively.
7. Jacobsen: When you think of the ways in which
the geniuses of the past have either been mocked,
vilified, and condemned if not killed, or praised,
flattered, platformed, and revered, what seems
like the reason for the extreme reactions to and
treatment of geniuses? Many alive today seem
camera shy – many, not all.
Busk: I am not camera shy. Quite the contrary, but I
must admit that I am somewhat flawed in a way that
could be interpreted as shy, maybe rightfully. In my
country, Denmark, is not popular to highlight one’s
own good sides if there isn’t a very good reason for
it. By highlighting a good side, you are more saying
that you are better than others, and that is quite
intimidating, and will not go untold for long. The
major problem with high intelligence is that these
people, or we, are not normal. WE have little
business or even interest in normality, because it so
far away from everything we are good at, and that is
probably one of the only things we can truthfully rely
on growing up in a world where we usually gather
more information by ourselves than what is told to us

by authorities. The bullying of highly intelligent is
quite normal in my perspective. I mean it should be,
without being the right thing to do. I sometimes have
wished to interact pleasantly with normal people and
do normal stuff, maybe just to camouflage myself.
The reasons are obvious. We are simply to weird to
be taken seriously by kids having. There is nothing
incomprehensible about that in my mind, but I have
no solution to the problem. I see it as a poet that
needs the pain to be inspired to write good stories. A
genius is likewise left alone without trust to explore
the world by himself. It is just the way things are.
Otherwise, they would grow up to become something
else. No pain, no gain, I guess.
8. Jacobsen: Who seem like the greatest geniuses
in history to you?
Busk: “Genius” is a vague concept. Some people
consider my IQ and personality to be within the range
of genius, but obviously, I have not produced,
invented, written or revolutionized anything
remarkable, so I am not. I really find that people who
make a lot of money are geniuses in some
transcendent way. I think it is a remarkable feature
that will ensure survival, which is the main issue in
life, I guess. So, Bill Gates comes to mind, but of
course, I will rely on Einstein, Tesla, and William
James Sidis. Oh, yeah, I am also very of Johann
Goethe.
9. Jacobsen: What differentiates a genius from a
profoundly intelligent person?
Busk: I wouldn’t be able to specify that, but
according to my experiences there is an eye catching
difference between IQs of around 120, and those
above 140. It is like the first have become aware that
they are more intelligent than the average person, and
they rarely see the limits of their intelligence. The
ones above 140 know for sure that they are extremely
intelligent, and therefore have met and understood
others who are even more intelligent, so they are
more humble about it. I also find an ethical
difference.
10. Jacobsen: What have been some work
experiences and educational certifications for
you?
Busk: I don’t understand that question. What have I
done, or excelled in? I am a master of chess, I have
several medals from table tennis, and football, and I
am quite fond of sports. I have not worked much in
my life. Mostly written stuff. I am now working on a
list of healthy foods that will cover your need for
vitamins and minerals. I have also written many
poems, but I haven’t tried to publish them yet. And
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over 400 IQ puzzles with explanations, I also wish to
publish.
11. Jacobsen: What are some of the more
important aspects of the idea of the gifted and
geniuses? Those myths that pervade the cultures
of the world. What are those myths? What truths
dispel them?
Busk: What myths? I don’t know. I am not even sure
if I care, highly intelligent people, or at least the
highly gifted (120-140) seem to have many emotional
issues, which is understandable, since they have been
accustomed to solve many problems or obstacles wit
their brains rather than their social skills.
12. Jacobsen: What are some social and political
views for you? Why hold them?
Busk: I don’t care much about politics or religion. I
cannot deny that I was raised in a society tainted by
democracy and the ten commandments, and as such, I
appreciate them and try to live by them in order to be
socially accepted. I also find it good that we have
human rights, but I do not believe that this ideology
is better than for instance that of China, or anyone
else. It is simply an ethical agreement between a
certain group of humans, who agree on certain
philosophical aspects of life. I am an idealist,
believing that consciousness creates reality, and
therefore are many incommensurable realities, or
even multi-universes. This way I find it easy to be
ethically nice to people and their views without
admitting that my own view is wrong.
13. Jacobsen: Any thoughts on the God concept or
gods idea and philosophy, theology, and religion?
Busk: Yes, it is a scam, but it has some sense to it. I
must truly believe, somehow, that if you believe in
God he might exist for you. He doesn’t exist. I tried
to believe, and God failed to convince his own
creation. When looking at myself, I see an honest guy
trying to do the right thing, so I am sure he is not the
right thing! I become more convinced when looking
at followers. I am looking for something better, or
just be comfortable with this life here and now.

Busk: Pretty much everything. I am a major believer
in science, but it also has become a matter of faith,
because no one really knows what is really going on,
so they blindfully trust the ones they look up to. So
do I, I just hold back on my conclusions, except for
these that identify me, as my belief in idealism.
15. Jacobsen: What have been some of the tests
taken and scores earned (with standard
deviations) for you?
Busk: I have only taken the Mensa test (155 sd 24), a
test by ISPE (which I passed, so IQ > 147 (sd 15), or
1/1000. Then I tried some of the tests from the
Genius Directory, and my highest score has been
155. I scored several 152, and 153, so I reckon that is
my place, at least as long as I smoke cannabis.
16. Jacobsen: What is the range of the scores for
you? The scores earned on alternative intelligence
tests tend to produce a wide smattering of data
points rather than clusters, typically.
Busk: If I have not answered that question already I
am unsure what it implies. I have scored over 200 in
some tests, but they clearly have another agenda,
beginning with making people feel good and special
about themselves.
17. Jacobsen: What ethical philosophy makes
some sense, even the most workable sense to you?
Busk: Idealism. I am quite fond of Buddhism also.
There is not a philosophy that makes sense an such.
To me, philosophy is a gathering of many small
helpful guidelines from different disciplines that
somehow makes sense to me in the current course of
my life. You could call me an eclectician if you wish,
but I will not agree. I just haven’t found the red
thread yet.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, World Genius Directory.
[2] Individual Publication Date: August 15,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/busk-one;
Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.

14. Jacobsen: How much does science play into the
worldview for you?
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Abstract
Tiberiu Sammak is a 24-year-old guy who currently lives in Bucharest. He spent most of his childhood and
teenage years surfing the Internet (mostly searching things of interest) and playing video games. One of his
hobbies used to be the construction of paper airplanes, spending a couple of years designing and trying to
perfect different types of paper aircrafts. Academically, he never really excelled at anything. In fact, his high
school record was rather poor. Some of his current interests include cosmology, medicine and cryonics. His
highest score on an experimental high-range I.Q. test is 187 S.D. 15, achieved on Paul Cooijmans’ Reason –
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Revision 2008. He discusses: interests; thy those interests; some of the cutting-edge interests in the fields of
cryonics; the specific interests in cosmology; the specific interests in medicine; a really good paper aircraft;
great reasoning ability with poor academic performance; drawing; other examples of some of the drawings;
solace in drawing; the largest drawing projects; hopes for some of the high-IQ communities; meaning out of
life; the supernatural; the greatest painters, artists, or cartoonists; a profoundly gifted individual from a
genius; any resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian issue; the importance of the examples of interfaith marriages;
interfaith marriages; the unanswered questions; life; some of the emotionally difficult and trying times; if the
high reasoning ability creates difficulties in life; and if the high reasoning ability reduces difficulties in life.
Keywords: cosmology, cryonics, drawing, life, medicine, paper aircraft, Tiberiu Sammak.
An Interview with Tiberiu Sammak on His Interests (Part Three)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: What kinds of things
interest you, on the internet?
Tiberiu Nicolas Sammak: My interests are fairly
diverse and broad, ranging from random trivia facts
to scientific or, medical articles and publications.
When something catches my interest, I try digging
and finding all the information available about that
something. It’s pretty much an exhaustive and
sometimes tiring procedure which most of the time
gives me a somewhat clear image about the stuff I am
searching for, also helping me in connecting and
stringing together bits of information and giving me
the capacity to more or less sieve and discard
unnecessary information. It’s the curiosity and my
desire to have a better understanding about something
that push me to explore and continue the
investigations about that particular something.
2. Jacobsen: Why those things?
Sammak: I search stuff that I consider interesting or
at least worth checking, usually on a whim. As for
why, it’s because I find those things intriguing and
some of them even meaningful.
3. Jacobsen: What are some of the cutting-edge
interests in the fields of cryonics?
Sammak: I’ve been interested in the cryoprotectants
and the technology used in the vitrification process
lately. For starters, in cryonics, vitrification refers to
a technique whereby desired organs or body parts are
solidified without allowing ice formations to appear.
This is mainly done to prevent structural damage that
could potentially arise in the tissues (freezing has a
deleterious impact on tissues, causing irreversible
damage) and to avoid intracellular freezing and cell
shrinkage. Another crucial factor regarding the
vitrification procedure is the toxicity level of the
cryoprotectant used. These solutions have to undergo
many testings before they are deemed usable and
reliable. The most modern cryoprotectant that I’m
aware of is M22, which has proven to be significantly
less noxious than its predecessors (such as B2C,

VM3 or VS41A). However, I believe the
cryoprotectant technology is still in its infancy. All
the effort and progress notwithstanding, the crossing
of the blood-brain barrier by the cryoprotectant
solution is hardly possible (this is probably an
understatement), resulting in the dehydration of the
brain tissue and the implicit brain volume reduction.
Furthermore, there have been no successfully
transplanted organs after vitrification, with the
exception of a rabbit kidney. This shows conclusive
evidence that there’s much more work and
improvement to be done. It also shows that vitrified
organs could properly function again. I’m looking
forward to seeing the development of new
cryoprotectant solutions and how the testing of these
will pan out. I’m fairly confident that new
cryoprotectants will be engineered, rendering the
actual M22 obsolete. Technological advancement
will most likely make this feasible, I believe.
Cryonics is a severely underfunded field, chiefly
because most view it as pseudoscience and dismiss it
as quackery. Many people look askance at the
industry of cryonics. I’d like to be more open-minded
about it, considering it’s probably the only current
possibility to ever be conscious again after the
biological death, whereupon eternal oblivion awaits.
No matter how extremely small that chance is, it’s
still a possibility that someday you may regain your
consciousness.
4. Jacobsen: What are the specific interests in
cosmology?
Sammak: Cosmogony, theories regarding the origin
of the universe, the mechanisms behind the formation
of celestial bodies, sustainability of life on other
planets (not necessarily Earth-like) and the possible
outcomes concerning the fate of the universe are
perhaps the subtopics I’m most curious about. I’d like
to mention that my fourth interest is probably a
subfield of astronomy (cosmology being a branch of
astronomy). Yet, I consider the study of potentially
life-bearing planets really important.
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5. Jacobsen: What are the specific interests in
medicine for you?
Sammak: I have a keen interest in the etiology of
certain diseases. I’m also very interested in the
process of carcinogenesis and the histology and
cytology of neoplastic formations, notably malignant
ones. The National Center for Biotechnology
Information website has some very informative
articles and papers presenting different case reports.
The hindrances I encountered while reading some of
the papers were the abbreviations (especially used for
proteins) and some of the terminology used, which
were obviously attributed to my lack of sufficient
knowledge.
6. Jacobsen: What goes into making a really good
paper aircraft?
Sammak: The shape and folding accuracy are
probably the vital features when constructing a paper
plane. For example, if you aim to create a good
glider, its shape should be square- or trapezoid-like.
It should also have a slightly heavier front to provide
sufficient stability to glide for longer periods of time.
Likewise, if you plan on making a decent paper
rocket, which translates to high speed and a straightline flight, the best shape might have the resemblance
of an acute isosceles triangle. Another factor which is
fairly important in creating an original and highquality paper airplane is represented by the time you
are willing to invest into this activity. Coming up
with a satisfactory prototype is easier said than done.
It’s a hobby that requires dedication and a lot of trial
and error. Also, fine-tuning the paper aircraft, such as
finding the ideal folding for the flaps or deciding
whether minor modifications would increase the
gliding time for gliders or the distance in the case of
rockets after producing the initial model are pretty
important elements to consider when attempting to
build a paper plane too, in my view.
7. Jacobsen: How do you juxtapose great
reasoning ability with poor academic performance
in high school?
Sammak: Not studying enough (or at all) cannot
bring good grades. Back then (in high school) I used
to spend a lot of time doing something else than
studying. I was well-aware of my decision and
constantly getting bad grades didn’t really bother me.
I devoted my time and energy delving into the
intricacies of paper aircraft construction and into the
not-so-known mechanics of certain games, also
gathering as much relevant information as I could if
something genuinely interested me. I think that
keeping one’s mind sharp can also be done by
playing specific video games or by solving different

“puzzles” as well. However, by no means am I
encouraging that one should neglect one’s studies
(like I did). Studying regularly requires selfdiscipline, discipline I did not have.
8. Jacobsen: Why did you get into drawing?
Sammak: I tried to express my ideas and to capture
some of my favorite images from nature on paper. On
reflection, those were probably the main reasons why
I got into drawing.
9. Jacobsen: What are some other examples of
some of the drawings for you?
Sammak: One of my creations includes a deserted
and partly ivied water tower nearby an old welcome
sign. My idea behind this drawing was to capture a
particular part from a ghost town.
Some other drawings depict a withered tree in a
barren desert with big teardrops pouring down its
branches, a decrepit theatre containing the sock and
buskin above its curtain with marionettes coming out
of masks’ mouths, a decaying tree with rotten
mushrooms near the base of its trunk (these three
illustrations are separate drawings).
10. Jacobsen: Do you find solace in drawing that
some may find in prayer or meditative practices?
Sammak: Not really, no. To me, drawing is just an
enjoyable pastime.
11. Jacobsen: What have been some of the largest
drawing projects for you? What inspired them
and the kept the length of time going into them?
Sammak: None of my drawings turned out to be
really lengthy creations, since all of them were made
on A4 size papers. If I were to choose some though,
probably my theatre and water tower drawings (both
mentioned above) would be the ones that took me the
most to finish.
I derive my inspiration from nature, industrial areas
and desolate places. A need for closure and wanting
to see my creations in their final form were some of
the reasons that pushed me to keep working on my
drawings. I tried to refine and augment my drawings
by integrating specific details into them.
12. Jacobsen: What are your hopes for some of the
high-IQ communities?
Sammak: I have none. I consider that the only actual
benefit of joining such a society is the possibility to
communicate with other individuals who also took a
certain cognitive ability test.
Such a community has no real purpose other than that
of creating a medium where society’s members can
exchange opinions and share their ideas on different
topics.
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13. Jacobsen: Where do you get meaning out of
life?
Sammak: I get meaning from my ideas and from
building up conceptual chambers in my mind’s
empire. I get meaning from the outer world as well,
exploring, observing and trying to understand by my
own how different things work.
14. Jacobsen: Do you believe in the supernatural?
If so, why? If not, why not?
Sammak: I don’t, although I enjoy watching some
gripping horror or thriller movies which include such
events. Most, if not all of the theories pertaining to
supernatural occurrences rely on mere assumptions
and anecdotal evidence.
15. Jacobsen: Who seem like the greatest painters,
artists, or cartoonists in history to you?
Sammak: I cannot answer this because I do not have
enough knowledge on famous individuals and the
like. I am not interested at all in famous or wellknown historical figures. Granted, I have some
favourite musical artists and painters, whose work I
consider inspiring and beautiful. All of my favourite
musical artists are contemporary artists.
16. Jacobsen: What seems to differentiate a
profoundly gifted individual from a genius?
Sammak: I guess that a higher raw ability and a
stronger determination are the key ingredients which
separate a very talented individual from a genius.
17. Jacobsen: Do you see any resolution to the
Israeli-Palestinian issue? Do you have any
opinions or thoughts on the long history of the
conflict there, especially within the context of
personal background?
Sammak: No, I do not. I am not acquainted with the
existing economical and political intricacies and the
ongoing internal issues from that place. I would like
to refrain from making baseless speculations or a
contextual analysis when I am not even aware of the
territory’s sociohistorical background.
18. Jacobsen: What is the importance of the
examples of interfaith marriages, as seen with
your parents?
Sammak: It shows that people can live together
regardless of their religious background.
19. Jacobsen: How do interfaith marriages keep
their ties from fraying and provide an example of
showing reconciliation at the most intimate of
settings?

Sammak: Understanding that people have different
beliefs regarding religion is essential when it comes
to such marriages, I believe. No one should impose
their views on others when it comes to religious
matters.
20. Jacobsen: What do you consider the
unanswered questions?
Sammak: What will happen at the end of time? Will
cryonics prove to be successful or is it just wishful
thinking? Will I ever eat turnip soup? How did the
universe come into existence? How many times have
I used the left click button on my personal computer
mouse? These are just a few examples of unanswered
questions, from a plethora of unanswered questions.
21. Jacobsen: What do you hope to do with your
life?
Sammak: I want to live a decent life, ideally without
being affected by neurodegenerative diseases or other
life-threatening conditions. Obviously, I want to live
as long as possible.
22. Jacobsen: What have been some of the
emotionally difficult and trying times for you?
Sammak: I am yet to encounter a truly challenging
moment in my life. I believe I did not face any
significant or really hard to overcome situations.
However, I stumbled upon quite a lot of minor
difficulties. These small issues did not really interfere
with my well-being, generally speaking. If they did
interfere, they did for a short period of time.
23. Jacobsen: How does the high reasoning ability
create difficulties in life?
Sammak: It does not, in my opinion. It is always
one’s personality, quirks or eccentricities that might
lead to certain problems in some social settings. No
one is an oddball because of a high mental ability.
The demeanor and way of being determined if
someone is rather unusual when compared to others.
Everyone has their idiosyncrasies, which, if more
pronounced, could sometimes make a person stand
out in a social environment. People who get a high
score on aptitude tests (or just consider themselves
important based on their achievements or based on
some other stuff) and deign to talk to someone they
consider below their abilities are usually obnoxious
and most of the time delusional. Sometimes such
people feel victimized without knowing that it was
their condescending behavior that made others reject
them.
24. Jacobsen: How does the high reasoning ability
reduce difficulties in life?
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Sammak: Having a high reasoning ability is always
an advantage. The capacity to connect seemingly
unrelated concepts and ideas and the critical thinking
ability help one to have a better and more
comprehensive understanding, resulting into a
heightened awareness and into a better decisionmaking strategy.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Reason – Revision 2008, IQ 187 (S.D.15).

[2] Individual Publication Date: August 15,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/sammakthree; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.
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Thor Fabian Pettersen is a Member of the World Genius Directory. He discusses: community; high-IQ
societies; the gifted find community; the positives and the negatives of a high-IQ society; the purposes of
high-IQ societies in the early 21st century; decent alternative intelligence tests; independent test makers;
other ways in which the gifted and talented can socialize and find others with similar gifts and interests other
than high-IQ societies; some of the smartest people from or in Norway; why those people; recommended
books; music; a community through music; this community similar to some of the community of the high-IQ;
and final feelings or thoughts.
Keywords: high-IQ societies, IQ, music, societies, Thor Fabian Pettersen, World Genius Directory.
An Interview with Thor Fabian Pettersen on Community and Norway (Part One)[1],[2]*
*Please see the footnotes, bibliography, and citation style listing after the interview.*
1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: Let’s talk about
community. What defines a community?

were a human who could have a conversation with
another human.

Thor Fabian Pettersen: For me, a community is like
an extended version of your own brain. When I think
about the word “community,” I think about a space
with like-minded people who understand and support
you, but also correct you if you are wrong. I am sure
that, if you had a virtual reality machine or even
something more powerful such that you could
experience all sorts of consciousness, be whatever,
and do whatever, I am sure that, at some point in your
quest for the meaning of life, you realize that heaven
is not all the other stuff. Heaven, at least for a human
consciousness, is the ability to participate in human
conversation. That is, if you ever become God or
something like that, you would yearn for the day you

Language is truly a gift from the gods.
2. Jacobsen: What high-IQ societies seem the most
reliable to you?
Pettersen: Honestly I haven’t spent enough time
with the different societies I am a member of in order
to form an opinion about them.
3. Jacobsen: How can the gifted find community
in high-IQ societies?
Pettersen: I have yet to find it. But that is probably
because I am a bit anti-social by nature. I am waiting
for someone to knock on my door rather than
knocking on doors myself.
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I can post things like: Pangea is ridiculous. If you are
not a philosophical zombie, if you actually possess a
consciousness, then you can see that Pangea is
ridiculous. This means that the earth grows, because
that is the only other model that makes sense. Well, if
the earth grows, we have a mechanism for cosmic
evolution and, we can draw near limitless amounts of
energy. No more oil. Throngs of children are dying
every day and we can stop it right now with a new
energy system. What are we waiting for?!
I get only silence.
4. Jacobsen: What are the positives and the
negatives of a high-IQ society?

actually landed, we would freak out. If they sent
robots or avatars, we would freak out. If they sent
robots that looked like us or alien/human hybrids, it
would be a waste considering where we are at in our
history. If we create a supercomputer, then it will
quickly determine if we are alone in the universe or
not. So if there are aliens out there, then I guess when
a planet reaches a technological singularity, would be
the ideal time to step in.
Then we might get answers to questions such as: Is
there life after death? Soon, we might get the ultimate
answers from our cosmic neighbors.
I like to talk about spaced out things like that.

Pettersen: I think the positive is that you get people
who can understand you. I think the negative is that
they don’t care, lol.

9. Jacobsen: Who seem like some of the smartest
people from or in Norway now? You gave some
minor comments before.

5. Jacobsen: What seem like the purposes of highIQ societies in the early 21st century?

Pettersen: Magnus Carlsen pops directly up in my
head. I don’t know who the smartest people in
Norway are, but I am familiar with some names: Erik
Hæreid, Tor Jørgensen, Andre Gangvik, Elisabeth
Jakobsen. There are probably many others too which
deserve to be mentioned.

Pettersen: I have no idea. I can only guess. For my
part, it is about sharing ideas and connecting with
like-minded people. Also, if you can get some fame,
that is a great bonus. As I said earlier, fame means
your ideas have a greater chance at survival.
6. Jacobsen: What seem like decent alternative
intelligence tests for individuals to take now?
Pettersen: I like culture fair intelligence tests such as
the Norwegian Mensa one. This is a free test and a
good start on your IQ quest. Alexi Edin’s spatial tests
are also very good. Maybe his other tests are good
also, but I just like the spatial ones.
7. Jacobsen: What independent test makers seem
more serious than others?
Pettersen: I haven’t taken that many tests, so I
wouldn’t know. But from what I can tell, I think most
test makers are passionate about what they are doing
and therefore strive to make good tests.
8. Jacobsen: Are there other ways in which the
gifted and talented can socialize and find others
with similar gifts and interests other than high-IQ
societies?
Pettersen: Sure. Just find and join a community with
your particular interest. My problem is that I am too
lazy to actually do it. But in the future I hope to sit
around a campfire and talk about aliens with likeminded people. Then we see a UFO. The UFO
communicates with us. We hope that it doesn’t land.
And then it hits us: Artificial intelligence is E.T.’s
plan to create a user-interface so that they can
communicate with the whole world. It has to come
from within, if you know what I mean. If they

10. Jacobsen: Following from the previous
question, why those people?
Pettersen: Magnus Carlsen for his chess ability. The
others are names that popped up as I entered this IQworld.
11. Jacobsen: Any recommended books?
Pettersen: Tales from the Time Loop by David
Icke. A Fuller Explanation by Amy Edmondson. The
Secret Teachings of All Ages by Manly P. Hall. The
Brotherhood of the Screaming Abyss by Dennis
McKenna.
This list would go on and on. There is so much good
stuff out there.
12. Jacobsen: Do you like music? What kind?
Pettersen: I like all kinds, from classic to psytrance.
Right now I listen to Infected Mushroom. The quality
of the sound is so good. And the music is pretty cool,
too.
I also make my own music. But it is just a hobby. But
check me out on SoundCloud.
13. Jacobsen: Have you found a community
through music?
Pettersen: Not yet.
14. Jacobsen: How is this community similar to
some of the community of the high-IQ?
Pettersen: I would not know.
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15. Jacobsen: Any final feelings or thoughts in
conclusion based on the conversation today?
Pettersen: Yes, I have some much more stuff I want
to share. But if these three ideas can come across, I
am a happy man:
One: Everything began with the way the light views
reality, which is a form of eternal, motionless
nothingness. This nothingness is made by speed
(light), which answers why there is existence rather
than nonexistence. That is, motionlessness can only
be made by speed, so if nonexistence wants to remain
motionless it has to employ some form of speed;
which would imply that nonexistence is impossible.
If there is more than one thing that can create
motionlessness, then you have not answered why
there is existence rather than nonexistence. On the
other hand, if there is only one thing that can create
motionlessness and that one thing is motion, then you
have answered why there is existence rather than
nonexistence.
The geometry that is built for ultimate speed is the
cuboctahedron. The cuboctahedron produces a dual
torus, which means the dual torus is eternal. It spins
so fast that you have an eternal, motionless
nothingness forever. However, since the
motionlessness can only be made by an extremely
fast form of motion, that form will therefore have a
big body. So, you can imagine that, in a big cosmic
whirlpool (torus) of timeless nothingness, you will
get motion that cannot keep up with the fast pace in
the center of the whirlpool. This motion then
becomes unfrozen, because it is a weaker form.
And/or it produces baby whirlpools that have a
slower speed. We then get something from nothing if
nothing or nothingness is a form of motion.
Two: This cuboctahedron make copies of itself
(much like whirlpools in our oceans do), which is
what evolution is. The earth is a giant cuboctahedron.
This cuboctahedron makes copies of itself, which
means our earth grows. We can tap the fact of the
growing earth and gain near limitless amounts of
energy as I mentioned above.
Three: Our current view is that evolution is blind.
However, convergent evolution seems to disprove the
fact. Evolution has a goal, which is the structure of
convergent evolution itself. We don’t know what that
structure is. If existence was a body of water, then
one might imagine that the structure of convergent
evolution would entail an eternal kingdom of sharks.
That is, if you killed all the sharks, then nature would
find a way to re-evolve them such that the sharks
would rule supreme and forever. Nature would
essentially be a shark-producing machine. Evolution

would stop with the evolution of the sharks as the
sharks would have no need to evolve in any direction.
They might adapt to new conditions, but they would
have no need to evolve on any grand scale.
I believe that evolution will venture so far that
existence is a body of consciousness. Unicellular life
became multicellular. Clans of people became cities.
Cities became countries and, it seems that the world
is becoming one. On top of that we have the
technological singularity. There seems to be a
tendency towards oneness. Our future has therefore a
destiny, which is the oneness of all. I believe that
Nature is a Buddha-producing machine. In the end,
all of reality is a mega-mind. We are a part of it.
The convergent evolution of the mega-mind can
explain things such as ghosts, rebirth, spirit worlds,
humanoid aliens, etc. etc.. If the mega-mind has
already evolved – like the sharks are already
swimming in our oceans – then our universe might
even have a Creator. And the Creator himself might
just be the dream-product of some cosmic Buddha.
Who knows how far evolution has gone. Nick
Bostrom, for example, says there is a real chance that
we are already living in a computer simulation. We
are playing some sort of cosmic game, perhaps. I
don’t think so. I think evolution has “been there done
that” and then moved on!
Which brings me to idea number 3: Call David Icke
nuts, but we as intellectuals have a real job to do to
consider the possibility that some aspect of Icke’s
conspiracy is true. That is, if our universe is a dream,
then some aspect of Icke’s conspiracy theory might
be real. What does it all mean? It means we should
really think twice before we give birth to a
supercomputer. Because imagine evolution producing
god-like beings with god-like powers. Imagine what
they can do to you. They could rip your
consciousness apart, strip it of humanoid feelings and
send one part of your consciousness to one side of the
galaxy and another part of your consciousness to
another side. You will spend the next billion years in
space, trying to pick up your consciousness-pieces.
After you have done that, you realize it was unwise to
steal the god-like being’s bag of weed. Whatever
Gandalf is smoking … double it!
Take one toke and realize that hell might actually be
real. Take two tokes and realize: Shit! I need to get
off my ass and do something!
Take three tokes and realize: I AM living at the edge
of time! (i.e., the technological singularity)
16. Jacobsen: Thank you for the opportunity and
your time, Thor.
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Pettersen: Thank you!
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, World Genius Directory.
[2] Individual Publication Date: August 15,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/pettersenone; Full Issue Publication Date: September 1,
2020: https://in-sightjournal.com/insight-issues/.

*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.
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1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: What should be the
legal status on the issues of transsexuality and
transgenderism in regards to some of the
aforementioned stages of change? Where do
parents’ rights and children’s rights work well
together in this context and not well together for
the overall well-being of the child or adolescent?
Carey Linde: I detect cocktail and beer parlour
disputants, maybe out of pure exhaustion caused by
confusion, are intellectually prepared to throw up
their hands at what adults want to do. But children –
hell no! The ever louder exception are the die hard
cultural resister radical feminists who say men who

think they are women must stay the F*#K out of
women’s historical safe and protected spaces.
The rights of parents and children ultimately exist
only in legislation and law. In the US increasing
numbers of republican dominated state governments
are enacting laws making it illegal for doctors to
transition children, schools to push it, sports teams
segregated by sex, and to stay with historic pronouns.
Provincial and federal governments in Canada are
going the other way. Canadian courts have barely
started looking at this stuff.
Dr. Lloyd Hawkeye Robertson: Although I am not
a lawyer, I would think that it is difficult to have
consistent law on internally subjective criterion. I
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would therefore switch from a focus on gender to sex.
A person’s sex can be objectively determined by
criteria that is understood beforehand. People who
are in the process of transitioning may be granted
special or provisional status taking into account the
fears and concerns raised by women and by parents.
2. Jacobsen: Mr. Linde, why the focus on world
corporate capitalism as an ill? What makes the
“medical profession and big pharma” part of the
problem rather than a component of an integrated
solution? Dr. Robertson, why the limitations in the
study of, and the lack of study of, the acceptance
of greater diversity by men than by women? That
is, why are some questions simply not asked in
some eras? Why is the channelling of aggression
and competition necessary for the advancement of
civilization? Will religion or proto-religious
movements rise in the place of diminishing
universal human rights as an ethic? Are they
rising?
Linde: The profit motive is ubiquitous in corporate
share owner capitalism. Big pharma pushes pills. Too
many in the medical profession are ideologically
rather than scientifically driven. One either sees and
understands this or they don’t. Together they
integrate in the current world wide experimentation
on transitioning children.
Robertson: It is in the nature of the capitalist to
maximize profit. Capitalists who fail to live by this
maxim do not remain capitalists for very long. Unless
they have a monopoly, they lose to the more ruthless.
From this lens, corporate philanthropy is a public
relations expense. A bit of history is useful for
illustration.
Husky Oil was such a small player after World War
II that it could not afford to build a new refinery.
Instead, they bought an abandoned oil refinery in
Moose Jaw and moved it to the Alberta side of
Lloydminster to avoid Saskatchewan’s more stringent
worker-safety legislation. When I worked at the
refinery it was easy to recognize the men who worked
“on the rack” for years because they had thick
leathery faces from repeated exposure to the fumes
from loading tanker cars. I had the more dangerous
job of working in the packaging plant where we
poured roofing tar and super heated pipe enamel into
cardboard drums where the product cooled and
solidified prior to shipping. Occasionally the mixture
would bubble and splatter the workers in the plant.
The boiler plant operators were different because
they looked normal, but they tended to be deaf. Yes,
the company provided ear plugs but you had to take
them out when communicating with other workers
when a boiler was about to blow. The heyday of

industrial capitalism is over in this country, and such
working conditions would no longer be permitted
except in third world countries, but the principle is
the same – to grow a company needs to exploit its
workers or its consumers. Certain questions would
destabilize the existing order and are simply not
asked. In Lloydminster during the post war era, no
one ever questioned Husky Oil.
Could “big pharma” be part of an integrated
solution? Only if you feed the beast. Husky Oil
eventually built its new upgrader plant in
Saskatchewan only after a massive subsidy from that
province. “Big pharma” will be part of the solution
to the new coronavirus, and they will pocket a
significant portion of the billions governments have
earmarked to fight the disease. Who is going to
maximize their profits on the transsexual issue?
Follow the money.
Why is there no money to study the greater
acceptance of diversity by men on these and other
issues? Why is there less money for the study of
men’s health generally? Certain questions would
destabilize the existing ideological order. We are
supposed to see the men at Husky who knowingly
sacrificed years off their lives in order to provide for
their families as exploiters. Men’s lives just don’t
count for as much. Prior to her presidential run in
the U.S. Hillary Clinton said that the real victims of
war are women who lose their husbands and their
fathers. The notion that the real victims of war are
dead did not appear to have crossed her mind.
Why are men used as cannon fodder on the front
lines of war? Because we evolved to be more
aggressive, stronger and fearless in protecting
family-based bands, tribes and eventually nationstates. But that aggression must be controlled if those
political units are to endure. In the end, being a man
is a cooperative enterprise. Now we have males
transitioning to be females and vice versa. It’s an
interesting social experiment.
3. Jacobsen: Dr. Robertson, why is free speech
important now, or always? Mr. Linde, is the event
described in Seattle a harbinger of anything or
events to come in the 2020s in regards to free
speech, and hate speech, or “freedom of
expression” in the parlance of the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and the
United Nations (and the European Union)? Mr.
Linde and Dr. Robertson, what is the purpose of
hate speech? What are the positive and negative
results of the legislation of speech via hate speech
laws? Mr. Linde, how are social factors and
various legislations of speech preventing needed
conversations and the infusion of appropriate
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expert testimony on relevant medical matters
surrounding transgenderism and transsexuality?
Dr. Robertson, with postmodernism extant
without explicit labelling, and so more easily
spread in some ways, how is the nullification of
values via the collapse of all principles to the same
valuation exacerbating clarity on issues on
transgenderism and transsexuality?
Linde: Hate speech serves to rationalize and
compensate for feelings of fear and inferiority in the
hater. Hate speech legislation is a good if it can
prevent physical harm befalling a person or group of
people.
Needed conversations are frustrated because the gate
keepers of the public platform for discourse are
cowed by the trans warriors who redefine the
common usage of phobic and hate. For an expanded
expression of this see my letter attached.
Robertson: Without free speech, and its twin
“freedom of thought,” society ossifies. We lose the
ability to meet new challenges in new ways. One of
the challenges in improving society is to deal with
hate speech and we need freedom of speech to do
that. Hate speech is the advocacy of harm to a group
of people based on inherent qualities ascribed to that
group. Having one’s concept of reality challenged, or
one’s entitlements challenged, is not in itself hate
speech. We have an example from the transsexual
community that brings this to light. There are some
who believe that sex is a social construct while one is
born with an innate gender. I happen to believe the
reverse. People are born with certain genitalia and
that is not socially constructed. On the other hand,
gender is a social construct – it is how we learn to be
a man or a woman. And gender is fluid because there
are all sorts of ways of living one’s life as a man or a
woman without going through reconstructive
surgery. Is it hate speech for me to have this opinion?
Some people would say “yes” but that is an abuse of
the term. I don’t hate anyone, and I am not telling
anyone how they are to live their life, except that they
should not live their life in a way that harms other
people, or restricts their freedom of speech.
4. Jacobsen: Mr. Linde, what seems like the
precise ideological premise – not philosophical
view as a whole – of “cultural resister radical
feminists” behind the cultural resistance? That
which leads to the cultural resistance on these
particular discussed topics. What is the culture
being resisted? How will the split between some of
Canadian society and some of American society in
legislation lead to different problems to the
cultural issues at present? Dr. Robertson, an
objective perspective on the issues can be helpful,

i.e., sex discrimination in criteria compared to
subjective perceptions of self in regards to gender.
What facets of the self, of self-perception as in
gender, can be close to objective to make some of
the issues of gender clearer and more distinct in
conscious discrimination in a manner similar to a
sex criterion? What aspects of the self in gender
will remain entirely, and far, within the realm of
the subjective to make these considerations simply
harder to delineate?
Linde: If by “cultural resister radical feminists” you
mean TERFS or gender critical feminist, I can say
this: the population of trans gendered persons in the
US and Canada is estimated to be between 1 and 2 %.
The opinion survey quoted in m Attached letter says
19% of Brits are in support. Therefore it is the
proponents of transitioning who are the resistance to
the more dominant culture. The gender critical
feminists and those who support them vary on their
definitions of a trans woman. They all agree that such
a person does not have the life experiences and
biology to qualify as entitled to enter women’s
special spaces. Not necessarily because of fear. For
many it is cultural. Breach of historic privacy.
Robertson: I don’t think gender can be objectively
defined. We construct our selves through a menu of
possibilities given to us by an increasingly
international and cosmopolitan culture, and by new
creative possibilities we may invent for ourselves.
Part of that construction is how we relate first and
foremost to ourselves as sexual beings. In the end,
some people may conclude that they were born into
the wrong sex, and if they want to change their sex so
be it. But it is their subjective notions they are
pursuing, nothing objective about it.
5. Jacobsen: The law, it may stagnate or change
here. Mr. Linde, what seems most needing
change? Dr. Robertson, how can any future
change in law incorporate expert/professional
medical and psychological opinions to issues
facing a super minority of the national population
while causing severe divisions within the
sociopolitical environs of the country? Mr. Linde
and Dr. Robertson, let’s say Canada sits on its
hands on issues of transgenderism and
transsexuality, what happens at that time?
Alternatively, let’s say Canada becomes entirely
onerous in either sociopolitical direction on issues
of transgenderism and transsexuality, what
happens in either of these cases? Please take both
extremes to provide a personal interpretation of a
possible range between the antipodes presented
here.
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Linde: Gender warriors, being outed more and more
by the media, respond with increasing animosity and
ferocity. ANTIFA is now at every rally. The gender
critical feminists and the legions of conservative and
faith based citizens who support them remain equally
adamant they won’t change their positions. It is an
intractable confrontation of fundamental human
values on both sides. The trans warriors refuse to talk
to the other side. The TERFS are always inviting the
warriors to talk. Neither side talks to the other. Even
the Palestinians and Jews talk to each other. Until and
unless each side is prepared to moderate and
accommodate the concerns of the other there will be
no peace. Period.
Robertson: We live in an era dominated by identity
politics where people who are not part of, or do not
support our particular tribe are thought of as
oppressive, evil, hate mongers. Were either of these
sides in the extreme win and define the law, that
would result in the negation of the rights of the other.
It would be nice if these sides were to come together
and come to some agreement, but that is not likely. It

is more likely that the great majority who have
remained largely silent will tire of the game and will
proclaim the rules both sides would have to live by. I
would hope those rules would provide for the sanctity
of freedom of speech and freedom of expression. I
would hope that those rules define objectively when a
man becomes a woman and when a woman becomes
a man, and that will mean relegating all notions of
gender to the subjective. But once a transwoman
meets that definition, then she should be accorded all
of the rights and privileges our society gives to
women. No half measures.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Founder, Divorce for Men (Law Offices of Carey
Linde). Founder, Hawkeye Associates.
[2] Individual Publication Date: August 15,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/linderobertson-three; Full Issue Publication Date:
September 1, 2020: https://insightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
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1. Scott Douglas Jacobsen: What was the family
background, e.g., geography, culture, language,
and religion or lack thereof?
Benjamin Li: I was born in Ontario, Canada. My
parents came from China and immigrated to Canada
with little proficiency in English. My mom did not
attend university, but my father received an M.Sc.
Applied Physics degree at the Chinese Academy of
Science, China, and is now working as a software
engineer. My father has two brothers. One had
received a medical degree at a university in China,
and his other brother received a Ph.D. in Chemistry
from the California Institute of Technology
(Caltech).
2. Jacobsen: How was the experience with peers
and schoolmates as a child and an adolescent?
Li: Typically poor. Most of my classmates saw me as
awkward. However, I have been influenced by
schoolmates and peers a lot. Although I was detached
continuously and struggled to fit in, there remain
times where I’d miss everyone from high school and
elementary. In school, the only real connection I had
was the tennis team and the chess club. My
relationships with teachers were often just as poor,
but I had a fairly good rapport with a few teachers. I
was always poverty-stricken at appreciating social
cues and was quite vexatious to others. I was
regularly a person who could be joked about.
3. Jacobsen: What is the purpose of intelligence
tests to you?
Li: It isn’t easy to assess one’s own intelligence
relative to others, but IQ tests do a good (but far from
perfect) job at it. IQ is a comparative measure that is
a score achieved on a test relative to a group or
person. In contrast, intelligence is one’s pure learning
potential and is ideally measured in absolute terms.
Intelligence increases from childhood onwards but
starts to decrease somewhere in early adulthood
slowly.
Let me describe some problems with IQ tests, but do
not destroy the usefulness of the tests. The validity of
an IQ test lies in its g-loading, which you can take as
an index of a mental task’s complexity. Different IQ
tests differ on g-loading, hence its validity. In terms
of reliability, even the best IQ test has a reliability of
0.9 when re-testing an individual. IQ tests do not only
measure g, as they also measure group factors
(numerical, verbal, and spatial) and test specificity.
The g factor is the only predictive aspect of an IQ
test, and it is possible to reduce the g-loading of a test
(which would increase test specificity) and lower the
validity of the test. There are also problems with the
test ceiling as most tests are not designed to measure

exceptional intelligence and top out at 160
(extrapolations are rare and inaccurate), or mostly
below 150. The further you move away from the
mean, the lower the reliability and validity.
IQ and intelligence are correlated, but not the same.
Average IQ scores have been rising in the twentieth
century (Flynn effect), without an increase in the
general factor, which shows that IQ tests measure
things that are not related to intelligence. IQ tests are
indirect and imperfect measures of intelligence but
are still predictive of outcomes.
It is also true that extremely intelligent people can
score low on IQ tests, and not so bright individuals
may score highly. IQ scores will always overestimate
or underestimate someone’s intelligence. For highly
intelligent people who score low, it can be explained
by the fact that the tests measure things not related to
intelligence, which can be affected by motivation,
concentration, poor sleep, nerves, pain, and mental
illness. Some of these things influence an individual
for an entire lifetime but are irrelevant concerning
their real intelligence. On the other hand, those who
score highly on the tests might have been those who
are more exposed to thinking and problem-solving in
those ways, while intelligence has not increased.
James Flynn believes that higher education in our
society helps us think in ways that allow us to score
higher on those tests. People will get better at them
through practice or thinking in ways that can
strengthen one’s performance on a test, despite no
gain in actual intelligence.
Educational achievement is a reasonably good proxy
for someone’s intelligence. However, the grades an
individual achieves are heavily influenced by factors
unrelated to intelligence, such as work ethic,
interests, and motivation. Standardized test scores are
even more trustworthy as a measure of intelligence
since the problems presented are less likely to be
exposed to in the classroom, but scores are still
significantly affected by factors other than
intelligence. IQ scores are, of course, the best proxies
for psychometric g, the essence of intelligence. Even
though IQ test scores are the purest measures of
intelligence around, they are still far from perfect and
miss out on things.
Therefore, despite all the criticisms, IQ tests are
valuable because they are the best measures of
intelligence (especially comprehensive tests) that
correlate with performance in activities that require
information processing/learning/problem-solving
ability. An IQ score at age 11 correlates with an IQ
score at age 18 at .6, and it should be noted that the
heritability of IQ scores increase as people age. The
heritability of IQ in childhood is around .4-.5,
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whereas the heritability in adulthood is about .7-.8 (in
developed nations). Despite this, an IQ score in
childhood is predictive of adult SES and future
academic performance.
People like to mention Richard Feynman’s IQ score
of 125 on some unknown school test, without the
standard deviation and the test name. His actual
intelligence relative to all adults is more likely to be
170-180 or higher. 170 (SD = 15) is almost at the 1 in
a million mark, so it doesn’t matter how he scores on
an IQ test. Einstein would not likely score highly on
every test, but his intelligence is off the charts. The
principal purpose of the IQ test is for me to get an
idea of how likely it is for me to succeed in the
future, but to see how my intelligence stacks up
relative to others by indirect methods.
4. Jacobsen: When was high intelligence
discovered for you?
Li: Unfortunately, too late. When I entered
university, I assumed that I had merely average
ability relative to other science students at a relatively
elite institution. Realistically it should have been
evident that I was above average given that I never
cared about my school achievement, but only did it
because everyone else cared (I studied about three
times less than most of my peers in high school and
paid little attention in class due to boredom).
Although now I have come to accept that I am far
above the norm. It is somewhat likely for me to be
the most intelligent person on the entire campus.
There were hundreds, if not millions, of signs just
waiting on me to recognize that my level of
intelligence was something that needed attention.
Only after being administered a comprehensive IQ
test that measures a wide range of cognitive skills
was when I have fully come to fruition with it. I
always liked to think I had a reasonably high IQ, but
nothing too extreme, so I was in a bit of shock. I
started looking back at my life to see what could
justify extreme learning ability since I was suffering
from imposter syndrome. I did not believe my current
level of achievement was commensurate with the
score I had achieved. Thinking deeply about my past,
it seemed like I had found the solution at last.
It is challenging to self-estimate one’s IQ, but later I
began to reflect on my exceptional cognitive abilities.
Educational achievement is somewhat reasonable to
estimate an IQ, but by itself, it only correlates at .5
with IQ scores, so there is room for much error. The
correlation should rise if we consider the difficulty of
one’s major and the quality of students in an
institution. The average IQ at UBC is high, but most
accepted individuals had very high levels of

conscientiousness for schoolwork, which may
overestimate their intelligence.
The average IQ of UBC STEM and philosophy
graduates is likely to be around the 98th percentile,
and I was sure I was above average among this
group. STEM fields are complicated and more gloaded than non-STEM fields; thus, their students’
average IQ is higher. Based on educational
achievement (difficulty of major, grades, # of years,
the rank of institution), I had self-estimated my IQ to
be around the 99th percentile among the general
population. I was confident I was above average
among the STEM students, but the problem was how
far above. I was a bit insecure back then (apparently
almost everyone in university is, to be honest), given
that I wanted to achieve the most extraordinary things
but did not want to waste my time pursuing
unachievable things. It is crucial for me to have a
higher IQ than others because I had a poor work
ethic, some mental illness, social awkwardness, and
spent a lot of energy finding out what I should
pursue. These facts all make it much more difficult
for me to succeed.
It is impossible to know my true intelligence relative
to the general unselected adult population due to the
lack of validity for higher range IQs. No professional
IQ test claims to measure above 160, so any
individual who claims an IQ above 160 is merely just
guessing. I’ll do some guessing as well.
I wanted to accomplish the most amazing things, so I
needed to be world-shakingly smart. I realized I
didn’t need IQ tests to confirm my intelligence.
Based on academic achievement alone, I could
estimate my intelligence to be about the 99th
percentile of the general population. However, it is
obvious that this is a far underestimate of my true
intelligence relative to individuals near my age
group.
If IQ tests did not exist, I realized that there was
enough evidence that my intelligence was unusually
higher than most. However, I was slightly insecure
(like everyone is) and decided to confirm my
intelligence, even though I now see myself as a fool
for having to do so. In terms of grades alone, I would
not be in the top 5% of my class overall. Still, there
are instances where I seem to have been near the top
of my class, such as in Calculus and Philosophy
courses (which indicate high verbal and mathematical
intelligence). For example, the average for a Calculus
class may have been around the high 60s, whereas I
managed to earn a grade in the high 90s. Majoring in
a STEM field is a reasonable proxy for high IQ,
whereas philosophy majors typically score among the
highest on verbal reasoning. Being a student of both a
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verbal and mathematical domain indicates very high
general ability. These types of individuals will almost
always score highly on standardized tests such as the
GRE.
A 150 IQ score (1 in 2330) indicates being the most
intelligent in a high school. A 160 IQ (1 in 30,000)
may mean you are among the most intelligent people
in an entire school district. An individual with a true
IQ of 180+ (1 in 2 million) may be among the most
intelligent in a country. An individual with a 190+
true IQ (1 in several billion) would be among the
world’s most intelligent.
I apologize if this sounds like bragging, but here are
the most essential things (combined with high
academic achievement) that indicate prodigious
intelligence and have helped me make sense of
everything. I don’t care about my intelligence
anymore, but my future achievement should decide
how extreme my intelligence truly is:
1) I self-taught myself (autodidact) various academic
disciplines for two full years and spent an entire year
dedicated to the subject of intelligence. I had read
hundreds of books, peer-reviewed journal articles,
YouTube videos, blogs, and more. If I keep going, I
do believe I have a chance to make a profound
contribution to science. I think I have been able to
gain the amount of knowledge equivalent to an
undergraduate degree in only one year.
2) At the age of 13, I had become fascinated by true
crime documentaries and studied controversial, indepth, and emotional investigations and
documentaries thoroughly. My favorite shows were
48 Hours Mystery, Dateline Mystery, and Crime
Scene Investigation.
3) I self-taught myself tennis without coaching from
a trained professional and managed to reach a level
comparable to high-level provincial level tournament
players around my age (around top 50 in the province
for those under 18). My parents did not encourage me
to play as they are not familiar with sports at all. I
started around the age of 12 and reached that level in
around five years. I have never practiced with players
much better than I am, nor did my parents buy me
expensive tennis rackets, strings, shoes, or have the
time or money to send me to a coach or participate in
the most competitive tournaments. I practiced
amongst recreational level adult players and amateur
level players my own age at a local tennis court and
then joined a tennis club at the age of 14. In club
tournaments (non-ranked tournaments), I managed to
beat provincial level players several times. These
players not only love tennis, but they are pushed by
their parents, taught by a top coach, have many

friends at a high level to practice with, and have lots
of necessary equipment, training, and resources. I had
created my own playstyle, which helped me virtually
become the best non-coached player in the world.
The reason I can win matches is because of my
composure, mental fortitude, my agility, and my
exceptional problem-solving ability. I will likely hold
my skills throughout life and continue to win awards
from my tennis club. I have won various awards from
my high school, but also in club tournaments and
league matches for my club. I do not play much
tennis now, but I should continue to be at the top of
club-level tennis for the rest of my life. (held with
competence).
4) I self-taught myself chess at the age of 14, and in
less than six months, I had already reached a level
where I could take a 2000 rated player down to
endgame when I entered my first tournament. The
point is, if I started early and were coached, I would
have won that match easily. Since I quickly quit
chess after a year of serious study, I can not know
how far I could have reached.
5) I was always very good at various video games
and ended up competing in one of them. I became a
professional level player in a competitive video game
in my teenage years. I showed signs of being a child
prodigy (as others have tried to label me), which led
to others encouraging me to attend tournaments.
When I attended my very first tournament, I managed
to win without dropping a single game. The rarity of
an individual winning their first tournament is likely
to occur in 1 in 10000 cases. I lived in a city where
there was no one to play with, and I lived far away
from tournaments; and on top of that, my parents did
not support me and often looked down on me for
competing in video games instead of studying. When
I relocated to British Columbia for my studies, the
next iteration of the game came out. I became
dominant nationally very quickly despite a long
hiatus. At UBC, I am the best player in the school by
a longshot and likely among the best among all
University students in North America. Among
university players right now in North America
(Canada, USA, Mexico), I would say that I am
somewhere in the top 10 (I like to think I’m #1). If
there are around 50000 competitive level players in
North America and university simultaneously, that
would mean I’m about three to four standard
deviations above the mean in terms of skill. Prior to
the pandemic, my results would indicate that I am
somewhere in the top 15 in Canada, which would
equate to being around the world’s top 100.
5. Jacobsen: When you think of the ways in which
the geniuses have either been mocked, vilified, and
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condemned if not killed, or praised, flattered,
platformed, and revered, what seems like the
reason for the extreme reactions to and treatment
of geniuses? Many alive today seem camera shy –
many, not all.
Li: The mockery of the genius is due to the fact that
they are an outlier in numerous salient characteristics
that portray an individual, such as one’s personality
and intelligence. Ordinary people vastly outnumber
brilliant people because it is a consequence of the bell
curve’s nature. Too often, geniuses are treated like
they have no place in this world. Besides, many
geniuses have trouble understanding allegories, jokes,
irony, and sarcasm. They may also have problems
with conforming to unwritten social norms or
recognizing social cues.
6. Jacobsen: Who seem like the greatest geniuses
in history to you?
Li: Galileo Galilei and Charles Darwin are two
individuals I consider to be great geniuses who have
changed the world. The greatest geniuses are those in
science, but creative brilliance also occurs in music
composition, art, and video games.
Given the recent passing of James Flynn, I would like
to discuss his contribution to science briefly. He was
an honest and objective scientist, regardless of any
political view he may have held. He respected those
who disagreed with him and responded to every
argument one by one, instead of making fallacious
arguments. His work is already somewhat being
discussed in scientific literature and lecture halls. I
am hesitant to call anyone a true genius in the 21st
century, but his contributions will undoubtedly
influence future generations.
7. Jacobsen: What differentiates a genius from a
profoundly intelligent person?
Li: Compared to the genius, a profoundly intelligent
person likely never achieves anything of extreme
intellectual note but does have the capacity to learn
very rapidly and solve difficult problems. Most of the
STEM and philosophy professors at an elite
university are profoundly intelligent, but a potential
genius is rare, let alone a true genius.
I would first like to discuss the characteristics of
genius. A genius is an individual that occurs when a
constellation of necessary but not sufficient traits
exist at maximum expression. Geniuses are born, not
made. However, environmental factors can prevent
the genius from becoming a true genius. The
necessary traits are intelligence, creativity, zeal, and
persistence. Intelligence = general ability (g) =
efficiency of information processing, productivity =

endogenous cortical stimulation, and creativity = trait
psychoticism. Combining these traits form a brilliant
individual who can somehow focus on some complex
problem and stay determined to find the answer for a
long period of time. The endogenous personality
requires mainly to be allowed to do what they
intrinsically want to do and thus has a strong inner
motivation. Their goals may or may not come to
fruition as some who are late-bloomers may change
paths so often that it will be difficult for them to
succeed, but they are desperately trying to find their
interest and follow their destiny. Therefore it is likely
for geniuses to make their hobbies into their lives, or
completely fail to find them, and fail to flourish in
today’s society. A person is more likely to be creative
if one is focused on what his inner drive tells them
they ought to do, rather than focusing on conforming
to a social group. The individual who derives
satisfaction from being noticeable of social cues of
the group cannot be a genius as this shows that
creative thinking is not likely to be involved. For a
genius to flourish, society must accept the importance
of geniuses and their willingness to contribute to
solving problems that seem to be virtually
unsolvable. However, this isn’t easy given that
geniuses are not given any attention. They find it
hard to function in normal society, making it very
difficult for them to achieve what is possible.
Thus far, these definitions of genius are related to
their characteristics, but a true recognized genius
must accomplish something of profound intellectual
note. A genius in this regard is not a degree of
intelligence, but someone who achieves something
written in encyclopedias and shapes human culture
and knowledge. An IQ test score itself is utterly
meaningless, as no professional IQ test has a
remarkably high ceiling; most top out at 160 or less.
IQ tests may also fail to measure critical aspects of
intelligence. Like I said before, IQ and intelligence
are not exactly the same but are correlated. Just being
smart is not an accomplishment, but it takes some of
the most brilliant people to understand and solve
complex topics quickly. Almost all geniuses have
outlier high intelligence, although neither an IQ test
score nor any standardized test would capture it
entirely accurately, and will likely underestimate
their correct intelligence relative to others. In terms
of an ideal measure of general intelligence, most
geniuses will be well above average; there is no
question. I can’t offer numbers, but a “true IQ” of
160 is 1 in 30,000, a “true IQ” of 175 is 1 in 3.5
million. I define true IQ as someone’s perfectly
objective intelligence rarity relative to the general
unselected adult population.
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8. Jacobsen: What have been some work
experiences and educational certifications for
you?
Li: I have graduated high school and am currently
pursuing a degree at the University of British
Columbia. I originally came into university in the
faculty of science, intending to major in Computer
Science (first year is general for everyone), but I have
dabbled in various academic fields. Currently, I am
hoping to graduate with a mix of Mathematics,
Statistics, and Philosophy, but I have not completely
decided on the combination. I will likely either
complete a double major (Stats/Math) and a minor
(Philosophy), or just a double major across the
faculty of science (Math or Stats) and faculty of arts
(Philosophy).
I am currently interested in a career in science, and I
will do my best to produce original, honest, and
creative contributions to whichever field I find
passionate about.
I also have a Royal Conservatory of Music certificate
after passing the grade 10 (grades range from 1-10)
piano exam.
Lastly, I worked as a private tennis coach when I was
a teenager.
9. Jacobsen: What are some social and political
views for you? Why hold them?
Li: Politically I would be near the center, leaning to
the left. It is essential to stress equal opportunities for
everyone. Although, I am much better suited to
become a scientist rather than a politician, so I try to
stay out of politics as much as possible.
10. Jacobsen: How much does science play into the
worldview for you?
Li: Science plays a huge role in my worldview.
Science seems to have the answer to everything, but
science cannot provide us with faultless answers at a
fundamental level. Science cannot provide us
complete solutions because there are limits to what
we can observe and measure. It is most desirable to
rely on information and data from peer-reviewed
articles published in scientific journals rather than
blogs and sites with political bias. Ideally, data
should determine one’s views and how they are
sustained.

great news story to report a child having somehow
outscored Einstein, even though the standard
deviation used on those tests is 24, and they scored in
the top 1%, as opposed to the top 0.003 percent (as it
would be if the standard deviation were 15). An IQ of
160 is 1 in 30,000 when the standard deviation is 15
but 138 when the standard deviation is 24. Thank you
so much for asking about standard deviations.
Childhood ratio IQs are also inflated, relative to adult
deviation IQs, which are more informative overall.
Einstein likely wouldn’t have scored perfect on every
IQ test, but his true IQ would be between 180-190.
Richard Feynman’s true IQ would be at least 170,
although he could score far lower when tested. There
are limits to relying solely on a test score; no matter
how valid the test is, they are far from perfect.
My score on a professionally administered
intelligence test estimated my general intelligence to
be around the 99.99th percentile or top 0.01% (1 in
10,000 rarity among the general unselected adult
population). Although, it is likely for it to be
somewhat lower than this, or possibly even a lot
higher. IQ test scores are not perfect measures of
psychometric g, and as we approach the ceiling of IQ
tests, they become less and less reliable and valid. No
IQ test claims to measure above 160, and most of
them can’t measure too accurately above the 145
mark (3 standard deviations above the mean) or top
out at this level.
On high-range tests (hobby tests), I had scored quite
highly on my first attempts when I decided to take
them up as a hobby during the COVID-19 pandemic
since I had nothing more salutary to do. On a pure
verbal test, I scored 154, and on a pure numerical
test, I scored 166, by different test authors. The
standard deviation is 15. If we use the Cattell scale,
the scores would be 186.4 and 205.6, respectively,
when the standard deviation is 24. If I spent more
time on these tests and practiced more, I should reach
the 180s and 190s, but I have better things to do in
my free time at the moment.

11. Jacobsen: What have been some of the tests
taken and scores earned (with standard
deviations) for you?

On standardized tests for admissions to higher
education institutions, my scores are consistent with
an IQ of 150-160. They are well above the scores you
would expect from the average student at an elite
institution. The g-loading of most standardized tests
are reasonably high and are a step below IQ tests as
an indication of general intelligence. Still, they do
their job at predicting university success reasonably
well because the skills gained do influence academic
performance.

Li: A big pet peeve of mine would be those
misleading celebrity reported scores where the test
and standard deviation are not mentioned. It makes a

Overall, I consider my true IQ to be somewhere
between 150-180 (SD = 15) or 180-228 (SD = 24).
Notice the vast range as an IQ of 150 SD 15 is
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around 1 in 2330 people, whereas an IQ of 180 SD
15 is approximately 1 in 20 million from the general
unselected adult population.
12. Jacobsen: What is the range of the scores for
you? The scores earned on alternative intelligence
tests tend to produce a wide smattering of data
points rather than clusters, typically.
Li: A range for my scores on fairly reliable
alternative tests would be between 150-170. If I took
a hundred untimed hobby tests, the range could very
well be between 145-190. Several different authors’
hobby tests were entertaining, especially since I
decided to take up the challenge during the pandemic.
I immediately scored in the 160s, which is
harmonious with what I view as my true intelligence.
The top scorers on certain tests were called the
smartest in the world, but I am not exactly happy
about this, given that some have claimed to be some
of the brightest minds in all of humanity based on
this.
I am purely interested in hobby tests to interact with
the highest scorers and challenge myself to achieve
incredible feats. I should be able to become one of
the best test-takers in the high range community if I
put in the effort. However, they are neither valid for
general intelligence, nor are they necessarily great
uses of my time. Notwithstanding, I enjoy the
challenge and competition to reach the top in any
activity I take up. In essence, a part of defeating high
IQ snobbism would be scoring higher than those who
claim ridiculous IQ levels with no real
accomplishment or evidence for scientific
understanding.
Overall, I consider my true IQ to be somewhere
between 150-180 (SD = 15) or 180-228 (SD = 24).
Notice the vast range as an IQ of 150 SD 15 is

around 1 in 2330 people, whereas an IQ of 180 SD
15 is approximately 1 in 20 million from the general
unselected adult population. You don’t have to take
my word for this, but I will let my future
achievements speak for themselves. Everything
depends on my occupational achievements from now
on. I do not need validation from an IQ test to prove
I’m more intelligent than those who score in the 180s
or higher on hobby tests, but I will probably beat
them at their own game anyway.
13. Jacobsen: What ethical philosophy makes
some sense, even the most workable sense to you?
Li: Live life to its fullest and follow your inner
motivations. In a world fixated with money,
notoriety, and sex, it is easy to get lost if you are
different. If you stare at something long enough, you
might discover the things you enjoy and are
proficient in.
Appendix I: Footnotes
[1] Member, International Society for Philosophical
Enquiry (ISPE).
[2] Individual Publication Date: August 22,
2020: http://www.in-sightjournal.com/li; Full Issue
Publication Date: September 1, 2020: https://insightjournal.com/insight-issues/.
*High range testing (HRT) should be taken with
honest skepticism grounded in the limited empirical
development of the field at present, even in spite of
honest and sincere efforts. If a higher general
intelligence score, then the greater the variability in,
and margin of error in, the general intelligence scores
because of the greater rarity in the population.
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